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2  THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.  Chap.  II. 

other  towns,  held  for  the  commonwealth.  On  the  Waal, 
the  town  of  Nyinegen  had,  through  tho  doiTerity  uf 
Martin  Schonfc,  been  recently  traniiferred  to  the  royal- 
iHts.  whllo  the  re»t  of  that  river's  course  was  tnie  to  the 
republic.  Tho  Khine,  strictly  bo  called,  from  ita  en- 
trance into  Netherlaud,  belonged  to  the  rcbeU.  Upon 
its  elder  branch,  the  Yasel,  Zutphen  was  in  rarma's 
hands,  while,  a  little  below,  Devontor  had  been  recently 
and  adroitly  saved  by  Leicester  and  Count  Meurs  from 
(ailing  into  the  pamo  dangerous  grasp. 

ThuK  the  triple  Khine,  aft«r  it  bad  crossed  the  German 
frontier,  beloitged  mainlj',  although  not  cicluBively,  to 
tho  StAtes.  But  on  the  edge  of  ihe  BataTian  territory, 
the  ancient  river,  just  before  dividing  itself  into  its 
three  branches,  flowed  through  a  debateable  country 
which  was  even  more  desolate  and  furlom,  if  posHible, 
than  the  land  of  the  obedient  I'rovinoes.' 

Thin  nnfortunate  district  was  the  arthiepiecopal  elec- 
torate of  Cologne.  The  city  of  Cologne  itself,  Nousz, 
and  Hheinberg,  on  the  river,  Werll  and  other  places  in 
Westphalia,  and  the  whole  country  around,  were  endan- 
gered, invaded,  rayaged,  and  the  inhabitanta  plundered, 
murdered,  and  Mibjocted  to  every  imaginable  outrage, 
by  rival  bonds  of  highwaymen,  enlisted  in  the  cupport 
of  tho  Iwo  rival  bitiiops— beggars,  outcasts,  bnt  high- 
bom  and  learned  churchmen  both — who  dispnicd  th« 
electorate. 

At  tho  commonccment  of  the  year  a  portion  of  the 
biMhoprio  waa  Btill  in  the  control  of  the  deiMised  pro- 
Uwlaui  eluolor  Gebhard  TVuchbOBS,  assisted  of  course  by 
the  English  and  the  8tal«fl.  I'he  city  of  Cologne  wm 
held  by  the  t.ntholia  electiir,  Ernest  of  Bavaria,  bishop 
uf  Liege ;  hut  KiiUKK  and  Uheinberg  were  in  the  handa 
of  the  Dutch  republic. 

I'he  militniy  operations  of  the  year  wore,  accordingly, 
along  the  MrUM;,  where  the  main  object  of  Parma  wna 
to  wrvst  niuTi-  from  ihe  N  ether lajula ;  alontf  the  Waal, 
where,  on  the  other  hand,  the  patriots  wished  to  recover 
Nymiigeu :  on  ibo  YkhoI,  where  tlicy  desired  to  obt*in 
the  p.>wiitii«ii<in  of  Zulphi-n  ;  and  in  lh<i  C-ologne  eli>cto- 
rate,  whore  tho  SgvuiiiirdN  meant,  if  possible,  lo  tnuisfer 
M«UE  and  Uheinberg  from  Trucbsc«i  to  Elector  Krnci^ 
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4  THE  CNITKD  KETHERLAKtS,  CuiP.  IX. 

Ernest,  arctbishop  of  Liege  and  Cologne,  a  hanger-oa 
of  his  brother,  who  sought  to  Bhake  him  off,  and  a  sti- 
pondiftiy  of  Pliilip,  who  waa  a  worse  paymaster  than 
Elizabeth,  had  a  sorry  life  of  it,  notwithstanding  hia 
nominal  poaseskion  of  the  hee.  He  waa  forced  tu  ^o, 
disguiitod  and  in  Bccret,  to  the  I'rince  of  Parma,  ^t 
Brussels,'  to  ask  for  assistance,  and  to  mention,  with 
lacryraose  vehemence,  that  both  hia  brother  and  himself 
had  determined  to  renounce  the  episcopate,  unless  the 
forces  of  the  Spanish  King  could  be  employed  to  recover 
the  cities  on  (he  Ithine.  ]f  Neusz  and  Rheinbere  were 
not  wrestfld  from  the  rebels,  Cologne  itself  would  soon 
bo  gone.  Ernest'  represented  most  eloquently  to  Alex- 
ander, that  if  the  Prolostitnt  archbishop  were  reinstated 
in  the  ancient  sec,  it  would  be  a  most  perilous  result  for 
the  ancient  church  throughout  all  northern  Europe. 
I'arma  kept  the  wandering  prelate  for  a  few  days  in  his 
palace  in  Brussels,  and  then  dismissed  him,  disguiet^ 
and  on  foot,  in  the  dusk  of  tlie  evening,  ihiungh  llie 
park-gat«.'  He  encouraged  him  with  hopes  of  assist^ 
anoe,  he  represented  to  his  sovereign  the  imporlanue  of 
preserving  the  Itheuish  territory  to  Bishop  Ernest  and 
to  Gathoticism,  but  hinted  that  the  declared  iniontion 
of  the  Bavarian  to  resign  tlie  dignity,  was  probably  a 
trick,  because  the  arcbiepisoopate  was  no  such  very  bad 
thing  after  all.* 

The  areniepiscopate  might  be  no  very  bad  thing,  but 
it  was  a  most  uncomfortable  place  of  residence,  at  the 
moment,  for  prince  or  peasant.  Overrun  by  hordes  of 
brigands,  and  cnishod  almost  out  of  oiislonoe  by  that 
inost  deodty  of  all  systems  of  tAxntions.  the  "brand- 
ichtitzung,'  it  was  fast  becoming  a  mere  den  of  thieves. 
The  "  brsudx:hiltzung "  had  no  name  in  English,  but  it 
was  the  well-known  impost,  levied  hv  roving  com- 
tnoadors,  and  oven  by  respecbible  gcnemls  of  all  nations. 


MAims  s 


I 

^^U  hamlet,  clastor  of  fanu-boiises,  counti'v  dit^ti'ict., 

^m  ngetl,  08  the  penalty  of  having 
*  i  »  litsavy  Bum  of  rea 


Ithycity,  in  order  to  escape  being  buiued  und  m- 

_  111.  08  the  punalty  of  having  fallen  intu  a  t'oni|ueror's 

hands.  |jaid  a  heavy  (>um  of  ready  luoney  on  thd  uail  at 


cotumaDi]  of  the  cucquerur.  The  free  companions  of  tlie 
fixleuDth  century  drove  a  lucrative  buaineait  in  this  par- 
ticular  branch  of  industry ;  and  when  to  this  wa«  added 
the  more  diiect  profits  derived  from  actual  plunder,  eaik, 
utd  ranaomiiifr,  it  was  natural  that  a  large  fortune  was 
often  the  result  to  the  thrifty  and  petEuveriug  uonuuander 
^'Vt  free  lances. 

■  Of  all  the  professors  of  this  oompi  ehenaive  art,  lie 
"^rrible  Martin  SoLenk  was  pre-eminent:  and  he  waa 
r  ravaging  the  Cologne  tenilory,  having  recently 
ted  aeaiu  to  the  ■crvice  of  the  iStatea.  Intimately 
inected  with  the  chief  militarj-  events  of  the  period 
occupies  us.  he  waa  also  the  very  archetype 
r  the  marauders  whose  exialence  waa  characteiistio  of 
fl  epoch.  Bora  in  I  bid  of  an  ancient  and  noble  family 
t  G«Iderlan<I,  Martin  Scbenk  had  inherited  nu  property 
tat  k  aword.  Serving  for  a  brief  term  as  page  to  the 
'"■gnetir  of  YnBulMlein,  he  joined,  while  yet  a  yuulh.  the 
aicr  of  Williara  of  Orange,  at  the  head  of  two  luen-at- 
Tho  humble  knight-errant,  with  his  brace  of 
ee,  was  received  with  courtesy  by  the  Prince  and 
i  Estates,  but  he  noon  quarrelled  with  his  palTona. 
6  was  a  castle  of  Blyenbeek,  belonging  to  his  cousin, 
^  be  chose  to  consiiler  his  rightful  property,  because 
IS  of  the  same  race,  and  beoause  it  was  a  convenient 
I  productive  estate  and  residence.  The  courts  had 
t  views  of  public  law,  and  supported  the  ousted 
Martin  shut  himself  up  in  the  cattle,  and  hav- 
f  recently  committed  a  rather  discreditable  homicide, 
ioh  still  further  increased  his  unpopularity  with  the 
nota,  he  made  overtm'es  to  Parraa.^  Alexander  was 
i  to  enlist  so  bold  a  soldier  on  his  side,  and  assisted 
lis  besieged  stronghold.  For  years  afterwards, 
k  scrrioea  under  the  King's  banner  were  most  brilliant, 
i  he  rose  to  the  higheet  military  command,  while  his 
I,  meantime,  were  rapidly  filling  with  the  reaulta 
I  his  robberies  and  "  brandschateungs."     "  'Tia  a  moat 
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eiiiirageou 8  fellow,"  said  Parma.  "  but  rather  a  desperate 
highwajtnan  than  a  valiant  Boldior."  '  M&rtin'a  couple 
of  lances  Lad  expanded  into  a  cnrpB  of  &ee  companioiiB, 
the  most  truculent,  the  nioHt  obedient,  the  most  rapacious 
in  Cliristondom.  Never  were  freeboolers  more  formid- 
able to  the  world  at  large,  or  more  docile  to  their  ohisf, 
than  wore  Ihe  followere  of  General  Schenk,  Never  waa 
a  more  fiiiiaked  captain  of  highwaymen.  He  was  a  man 
who  waa  never  sober,  yet  who  never  smiled.  His  ha- 
bitrial  intoxication  seemed  only  to  increase  both  his  an- 
dncity  and  his  taciturnity,  without  disturbing  his  reaaon. 
He  was  incapable  of  fear,  of  futigne,  of  remorge.  He 
could  remain  for  days  and  nighta  without  dismounting — 
eating,  drinking,  and  bleeping  in  the  saddle  ;  so  that  to 
this  terrible  uentanr  his  home  seemed  actoally  a  part  of 
himself.  His  soldiers  followed  him  about  like  honnds, 
and  were  treated  by  him  like  hounds.  He  habitually 
scourged  them,  often  took  with  his  own  hand  the  lives 
of  such  as  displeased  him,  and  had  been  known  to  cause 
individuals  of  them  to  jump  from  the  top  of  chnrch 
steeplea'  at  his  command  ;  yet  the  pack  were  ever  stAnob 
to  his  orders,  for  they  knew  that  he  always  led  them 
where  the  game  was  plenty.  While  serving  under  Parmk 
he  had  twice  most  brilliantly  defeated  Hohenlo.  At  the 
battle  of  Hardenberg  Heath  hu  had  completely  outgene- 
railed  that  distinguiahed  chieftain,  slayii^  fifteen 
hundred  of  his  soldiers  nt  the  expense  of  only  fifty  ot 
sixty  of  his  own.  By  this  triumph  he  had  prEBervod  the 
important  city  of  Oroningen  fur  rhilip.  during  an  addi- 
tional quarter  of  a  century,  and  had  been  rcoeivetl  in 
that  city  with  rapture.  Several  startling  years  of  vie- 
tory  and  rapine  lie  had  thus  run  through  aa  a  royalist 
portiMin.  He  became  the  terror  and  scouige  of  his  native 
uelderland,  and  he  was  covered  with  wounds  Teoeivcd 
in  the  King's  service.  He  had  been  twice  captured  and 
hold  for  ntnnnm.  Twice  he  bad  effeotcd  his  esoapc.  He 
had  recently  gained  the  city  of  Nymegen.  Ho  waa  the 
UMt  formidable,  the  most  unscrupnlrms,  the  most  anda- 
"  r  that  worn  Philip's  colouni ;  but  he 
I  Cmatl  public  reward  for  hi«  Bcrviot*,  and 
icb  ha  earned  on  the  high<roud  did  sot 
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e  for  his  ambition.     lie  had  been  deeply  diegustetl, 

,  at  the  death  of  Conbt  Renneberg,  Verdugo,  a 

mcr  stable-boy  of  Mansfeld,  a  Spaniard  who  had  lieen 

a  the  hnmblest  rant  to  bo  a  colonei  and  general,  had 

I  luado  governor  of  Fric-sland.     He  had  smothered 

!■  resentment  for  a  time,  huwever,  but  had  awom  within 

J  desert  at  the  most  favourable  opportunity. 

KAt  last,  after  he  bad  brilliantly  saved  the  city  of  Breda 

I  from  foiling  into  the  hands  of  the  patriots,  he  vae  more 

^Kunged  than  he  had  ever  been  before,  when  Haulte- 

penue,  of  the  house  of  Borlaymont,  waa  made  governor 

of  that  place  in  his  stead. 

On  the  25lh  of  May,  1585,  at  an  honr  after  midnight, 
he  bad  a  secret  interview  with  Count  Meum,  etadholder 
toi  the  Slates  of  Gelderland,  and  agreed  to  transfer  his 
mercenary  allegiance  to  the  republic.  He  made  good 
terms.  He  was  to  be  lieutenant-governor  of  G eideiland, 
and  he  was  to  have  rank  as  marshal  of  the  camp  in  the 
States'  army,  with  a  salary  of  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
guilders  a  month.  He  agreed  to  resign  hia  &mous  cantle 
at  Blyenbeek,  but  was  to  be  reimbursed  with  estates  in 
UoUand  and  Zeeland,  of  the  annual  value  of  four  thoit- 
aaod  fiorins,' 

After  this  treaty,  Martin  and  his  free  lances  served 

Hie  States  faithfully,  and  became  sworn  foes  to  Parma 

and   the   King.      He  ^ve  and  took   no  quarter,  and  his 

~  sn,  if  captured,  ■'  paid  their  ransom  with  their  heads." ' 

B  ceased  to  be  the  scourge  of  Gelderland,  but  he  be- 

Bie  the  terror  of  the  electorate.     Early  in  1586,  ao- 

.mpanied  by  Herman   Rloet,  the   young  and  daring 

hitch  oommandant  of  NeusB,  he  had  swept  down  into 

e  Westphalian  country,  at  the  head  of  five  tmndred 

it  and  five  hundred  horse.     On  the  IBth  of  March  he 

^  tured  the  city  of  Werll  by  a  neat  stratagem.     The 

citizena,  hemmed  in  on  all  sides  by  marauders,  were  in 
want  of  many  neceHsariea  of  life,  among  other  things,  of 
salt,  ftlartin  had,  from  time  to  time,  sent  some  of  his 
■oldiera  into  the  place,  disguised  as  boora  from  the 
^"'"'^  bom  hood,  and  carrying  bags  of  that  article.  A 
;  trading-intercourse  had  thus  been  established 
w«en  the  bnrghers  within  and  the  banditti  without 
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tljp  gfitos.  Agreeuble  relations  wei'e  fonned  witLin  the 
walls,  Bud  a,  party  of  townsmen  bad  agreed  to  cooperate 
with  the  fulluwers  of  Schenk.  One  morning  a  train  of 
wagons,  laden  with  Boldiers  neatly  coTered  with  salt, 
made  their  appearance  at  the  gate.  At  the  same  time  a 
file  broke  out  most  opportunely  within  the  town.  The 
citizens  bneily  employed  themselves  in  extingnishing 
the  finmcM.  The  eallcd  soldiers,  after  pastting  throngh 
the  ^teway,  sprang  from  the  waggons,  and  mastered  tho 
WBtc'h.  The  town  was  cariied  at  a  blow.  Some  of  the 
inhabitants  were  massacred  as  a  warning  to  the  rest; 
others  were  taken  prisoners  and  held  for  ransom ;  a  few, 
more  fortunate,  made  their  escape  to  the  citadel.  That 
ibrtrees  was  stormed  in  vain,  but  the  city  was  thoronghly 
KUclEcd.  Every  bouse  was  rifled  of  its  contents.  Moao- 
time  iraulteponne  collected  a  force  of  nearly  four  thou- 
sand men,  boors,  citizens,  and  soldiers,  and  came  to  bo- 
siege  Schenk  in  the  town,  while,  at  the  same  time,  attjicka 
were  made  upon  him  from  the  castle.  It  was  impossible 
for  him  to  hold  the  city,  but  he  bad  completely  robbed 
it  of  everything  valuable.  Accordingly  he  loaded  & 
train  of  waggons  with  his  booty,  took  with  him  thirty 
of  the  magistrates  as  h<wtages,  with  other  wealthy  uiti 
Eons,  and  marching  in  good  order  against  Haultepenno, 
<iomplet«ly  routed  him.  killing  a  number  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  five  hundred  to  two  thousand,  and  effected 
his  retreat,  desperately  wounded  in  the  thigh,  but  tri- 
snipluuit  and  laden  with  the  spoils,  to  Venlo  on  the 
Uense,  of  which  city  he  was  covemor."  ' 

"  Snrcly  this  is  a  noble  fellow,  a  worthy  fellow,"  ex- 
claimed Cciceiiter,  who  wne  filled  with  adniimtion  at 
the  bold  marauder's  progresn,  and  vowed  that  ho  was 
"  the  only  soldier  in  truth  that  they  had,  for  ho  was 
never  idle,  and  had  succeeded  hitherto  very  happily."' 

And  thus,  at  every  imint  of  the  doomed  territory  of 
the  littlo  conimunwealth,  the  natural  atmuKpbure  IB 
whii^h  the  inhabitants  existed  was  one  of  blood  and 
rapiue.  Yft  during  the  tbit,'  alight  lull,  which  waa 
interposed  in  tlie  winter  of  loS.VS  to  the  ctcmDl  oliug 

>llrMna.ltt(dh-X«tort.ll*i>Bn.-tb.    «»  diu.     IliM.   MS.     l^tcBUr   u 
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of  arms  in  Frieeland,  tlio  Estates  of  tliat  Province,  to 
iheir  laating  honour,  fuunjed  the  university  of  Franeker. 
A  doscn  yeais  before,  the  famouB  institution  at  Leyden 
liiid  been  eBtablished,  as  a  reward  to  the  burghers  for 
tbelr  heroto  defonwi  of  the  city.  And  now  this  new 
]>Toof  was  pvcn  of  (he  lovo  of  Nctherlandors,  even  in 
the  midst  of  their  mieery  and  their  warfare,  for  the 
tiiore  huniune  artM,  The  new  college  was  well  endowed 
from  aucient  chnrch-laudB,  and  not  only  wou  the  educa- 
lion  made  nearly  gratuitous,  while  handsome  Balarioa 
wwB  provided  for  the  professura,  but  jjroviaion  waa 
made  Dy  which  the  poorer  acholare  could  ho  fed  and 
boarded  at  a  veiy  moderate  exjiense.  Thei  e  wum  a  table 
provided  at  an  annual  cost  to  the  Htudent  of  but  fifty 
flturina  (5/.),  and  a  second  and  third  table  at  the  very 
low  price  of  forty  and  thirty  florins  roBpeotivoIy. 
ThuH  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  poorer  claBs  of  echolars 
fitr  a  year's  maintenance  was  leas  than  three  pounda 
tatUng  a  year.     The  voice  with  which  this   infant 

y  of  the  Muses  first  made  itself  hoard  above  the 
was  but  feeble,  but    t)ie  institution  waa 

1  to  thrive,  and  to  endow  the  world,  for  many 
0  generations,  with  the  golden  fiiiile  of  science 

■-  Eu-ly  in  the  spring,  the  war  was  seriously  taken  in 
nd  by  Famese.  It  has  already  been  seen  that  the 
rnblic  had  been  almost  entirely  driven  out  of  Flanders 
1  Brabant  The  EslateH,  however,  still  held  Grave, 
Igem,  Batenburg,  and  Vonio  upon  the  Sleuse.  That 
F«r  formed,  as  it  were,  a  perfect  circle  of  protection 
r  the  whole  Province  of  Urabant,  and  Famese  deter- 
Btiid  to  make  himself  master  of  this  great  natural 
Afterwards,  he  meant  to  possess  himself  of  the 
I,  flawing  in  a  parallel  course,  about  twenty-five 
I  forther  to  the  east.  In  order  to  gain  and  hold 
I  Uetue.  the  first  sttp  was  to  reduce  the  city  of 
a.  That  town,  upon  the  left  or  Drabant  bank,  was 
gly  fortified  on  its  land-side,  where  it  was  sur- 
ided  by  luw  and  fertile  pastures,  while,  upon  the 
Mr.  it  depended  upon  its  natural  foss,  tbo  river.  It 
I,  according  to  Lord  North  and  the  Earl  of  Leicester, 
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the  "  atrongest  town  in  all  the  Low  Coimtriea,  tliough 
but  A  little  one."  ' 

Baron  Hemart,  a  young  Queldrian  noble,  of  small 
esperience  in  military  affairs,  commaDded  in  the  city, 
his  garriiMtn  being  eight  hundred  soldiers,  and  about 
one  thousand  burgher  guards.'  As  early  as  Janiiarv, 
Farneao  had  ordered  Count  Monsfeld  to  lay  siege  to  the 
place.  Five  forts  had  accordingly  been  constructed, 
above  and  below  the  town,  upon  the  left  bank  of  the 
river,  while  a  bridge  of  boata  thrown  across  the  stream 
led  to  a  fortified  camp  on  the  opposite  Bide.  Mansfeld, 
Mondragon,  Bobadil,  Aqnila,  and  other  distinguished 
veterans  in  Philip's  service,  were  engaged  in  the  eotar- 
prise.  A  few  unimporlant  skirmishes  between  Subenk 
and  the  Spaniards  had  taken  place,  but  the  city  waa 
already  hard  pressed,  and,  by  the  series  of  forts  which 
environed  it,  was  cut  off  from  its  supplies.  It  waa 
highly  important,  therefore,  that  Grave  should  be  re- 
lieved with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Early  in  Eneter  week,  a  force  of  three  thousand  men. 
under  ITohenlo  and  Sir  John  Norris,  wtw  accordingly 

Apdi  -,    despatched  by  Leicester,  with  orders,  at  every 

isa«  hazard,  to  throw  reinforcements  and  proviuons 
into  the  phice.  They  took  possession,  at  once,  of  a 
stone  Boonco,  called  ttic  Mill-Fort,  which  woo  guarded 
by  fifty  men,  mostly  boors  of  the  eoiintry.'  These  were 
nearly  all  hanged  for  "  using  malioious  words,"  and  for 
"railing  against  Queen  Elizabotl),"*  and — a  sufficient 
number  of  men  being  left  to  maintain  the  fort— the 
whole  relieving  force  marched  with  great  difficulty — 
for  the  river  was  rapidly  rising,  and  flooding  the  country 
— along  iho  right  bank  of  the  Meiise,  taking  jiossossion 
of  Balenburg  and  KavenM«in  castles,  as  tbey  went.  A 
force  of  four  or  five  hundred  Englishmen  was  then 
pushed  forward  to  a  point  almost  exactly  opp(<nt« 
Orave,  and  within  an  English  mile  of  the  head  of  th« 
bridi^  oonntructod  by  the  Spanianls.  Here,  in  the 
night   of    KauUiT    Tuesday,    they    rapidly   formod    ui 
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inched  camp  upon  fho  dyke  along  the  river,  and, 
longh  molested  by  gome  armed  vessels,  anccepded 
estebliahing  tliemdolvea  in  a  most  important  poaition.' 
On  the  morning  of  Easter  Wednesday,  April  16, 
Mansfold,  perceiving  that  the  enemy  had  thus  stolen  a 
mnrch  npon  him,  ordered  one  thousand  picked  Apiii ', 
troops,  all  Spaniards,  under  Casco  and  other  is»t." 
veterans,  to  aseault  this  advanoed  po^*  A  reserve  of 
two  thousand  was  placed  in  readiness  to  support  the 
■ttack.  The  Spaniards  slowly  crossed  the  bridge,  which 
was  swaying  very  dangeronsly  with  the  current,  and 
then  charged  the  entrenched  camp  at  a  run.  A  quarrel 
between  the  different  regiments  as  to  the  right  of  pre- 
cedents precipitated  the  attack,  before  the  reserve, 
cunsiitting  of  some  picked  companies  of  Mondragon'a 
Tetemns  had  hei-n  able  to  arrive.  Coming  in  brealhleas 
nnd  fatigued,  the  finit  assailants  were  readily  repulsed 
in  their  first  onset.  Aquila  then  opportunely  made  his 
appearance,  and  the  attack  was  renewed  with  great 
vigonr.  The  defenders  of  the  camp  yielded  at  the  third 
charge  and  fled  in  dismiiy,  while  the  Spaniards,  leaping 
the  banioi^  scattered  hither  and  thither  in  the  ardour 
gfpimnit.  The  routed  Englishmen  fled  swiftly  along 
"*  vozj  dyke,  in  hopes  of  joining  the  main  body  of  the 
"iving  party,  who  were  expected  to  advance,  with 

dawn,  from  their  position  six  miles  farther  down 
Qie  river.  Two  miles  long  the  chace  lasted,  and  it 
seemed  probable  that  the  fugitives  would  be  overtaken 
Mid  destroyed,  when,  at  last,  from  behind  a  line  of 
monnilii  which  stretched  towards  Batenbuig  and  had 
masked  their  approach,  appeared  Count  Hohonlo  and 
Sir  John  Noma,  at  the  head  of  twenty-five  hundred 
Englishmen  and  Hollanders.  This  force  advanced  as 
nqitdly  ua  the  slippery  ground  and  the  fatigue  of  a  two 
J^BTS  narch  would  permit  to  the  rescue  of  their  friends, 

1e  tb«  retreating  English  rallied,  turned  upon  their 
IB,  Mid  drove  them  hack  over  the  path  along 
they  had  just  been  charging  in  the  full  career  of 
/,     The  fortune  of  the  day  was  changed,  and  in  a 

minutes  Huhenlo  and  Koiris  would  liave  crossed 

river  and  entered  Grave,  when  the  Spanish  com- 
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puiies  of  Bubadil   and   other  cotmuauderB  wurc  seen 
lUurcLing  (Jong  xha  quukiug  bridge. 

Three  thousmid  inun  ua  oach  aide  aow  met  at  push  of 
pike  on  tho  bank  iif  the  MeiiM^.'  Tliu  raiu  wuk  |ii>uring 
in  torrentij,  the  wind  vtae  blowing  a  gale,  the  streuui 
was  rapidly  rising,  and  threatening  to  overwhelm  its 
8hi>roH.  By  a  tacit  luid  niiituul  oouaent,  both  armies 
paused  for  a  few  moments  in  full  view  of  each  otb«r. 
After  this  brief  inter\-al  they  closed  again,  breast  to 
breast,  in  sharp  and  steady  conflict.  The  ground, 
slippery  with  rain  and  with  blood,  whicii  was  soon 
fluwing  almoet  as  taut  us  the  rain,  aflbrded  an  unstiL'ady 
fuotiug  to  the  oombntant^.  They  staggered  like  druukou 
men.  fell  upon  their  knees,  or  upon  tboir  backs,  snd 
arill,  knoeling  or  rolling  prostrate,  luaintainud  the 
deadly  coniUct.  For  the  space  of  an  hour  and  a  half  the 
fierce  enoonntisr  of  human  pitiuioD  outmastered  the  fury 
of  the  elementH.  Norria  and  Iluhcnlo  fought  at  the  head 
of  their  colimuis,  like  paladins  of  old-  The  Englixlunaa 
was  wounded  in  the  moiitb  and  breast,  the  Count  was 
mien  to  gallop  past  one  ihouaand  mniskctcerH  and  calivor- 
men  of  tlie  enemy,  and  to  escape  nnscatlted.  But  as  tho 
Htrcngth  of  the  soldiers  exhausted  ilnelf,  the  Tiolence  of 
tli«  tempest  inereaM.>d.  Tho  floods  of  rain  and  the 
bliuilH  of  the  hurricane  at  last  terminated  tho  aTi-ay. 
The  Spaniftrds,  fairly  conquered,  were  compelled  to  a 
retreat,  lest  the  rapidly  rising  river  should  sweep  away 
the  thiil  and  truuhliug  bridge,  over  which  they  bad 

StBsed  to  their  unsucoessful  aieault.  The  English  and 
ethcrlandcnt  riimainod  masters  of  the  field.  T)ie  ricing 
fiocul.  too,  which  waM  fast  convei~ting  tho  meadows  into 
n  lake,  was  as  useful  to  the  cunqnerors  as  it  wu 
daiTiaging  to  the  Spaniards. 

hi  Ihc  connw  of  tho  few  following  days,  a  largo 
noniber  of  boats  wb*  diisiuilcbcd  before  tho  very  tyea  of 
Apni  i,  Parma,  from  BaU^nbnrg  into  (imve ;  Ilohenlo, 
in*,  who  had  "  most  dosperatcly  adventure^l  hi* 
person  "  throughout  tho  whulo  afliiir,  entering  the  town 
himwlf.  A  force  of  five  hundred  men,  ttJgolher  wiih 
pnivisiona  enough  to  lost  a  yonr,  was  thrown  into  the 
ctti',  and  tha  oiiunN:  of  tb«  Mduihi  was,  ap|iareutly, 
neJiirod  to  tho  republic.     In  this  important  nctmn  about 
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B  hundrctl  and  fifty  Dnteh  and  English  were  killed, 
d  probably  four  hiindre<l  Spaniards,  iucluding  Eevural 
rtingniBbw  officers,' 
f"51ie  Earl  of  heicestor  was  incredibly  elated  so  eoon 
U  the  mioF^af  of  thiti  ctil«rpriBe  woa  known.  "  ()K  ihat 
JBT  Majesty  knew,"  he  cned,  "how  easy  a  mattli  now 
Mm  h»th  with  the  King  it  Spain,  and  what  millionii  »f 
afflicted  people  she  halh  relieved  in  tliene  coiintriCB. 
Thin  Hiunnler,  tliis  Bummer,  I  say,  would  make  an  end 
to  her  immortal  glory,"*  He  was  no  friend  1o  his 
conn trj'nisn,  the  gallant  Sir  John  NorriH — whom,  how- 
ever, he  e(mid  not  help  applauding  on  this  occaMJon, — 
but  he  was  in  raptures  with  Hnhenlo.  Nest  to  God,  lie 
iwsurf'il  the  Queen's  government  Ihat  the  victory  waa 
uning  to  the  Count.  "  He  is  both  a  valiant  man  tind  a 
irif  e  man,  and  the  painfullest  that  ever  I  knew,"  he  baid  : 
adding — na  a  secret — that  "  five  hnudrcd  Englishmen  of 
the  best  Flemish  training  had  flatly  and  BharaefiiUy  run 
away,"  when  the  fight  had  been  renewed  hy  Huhenlo 
and  Snrris.  He  recommended  that  her  Majesty  ehriuld 
send  her  picture  to  the  Count,  worlh  two  hundred 
|)ouiidE,  which  he  would  value  at  more  than  one  thousand 

EiundH  in  money,  and  he  added  that  "  for  her  Bake  the 
Hint  had  greatly  left  his  drinking."  ' 
As  fur  the  Prince  of  Pamia,  Leicester  looked  upon 
D  as  conclTwively  beaten.  He  tpoko  of  him  as  "  mar- 
llously  appalled  "  by  this  overthrow  of  hiK  forces,  but 
I  the  government  that  if  the  Prince's  "choler 
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should  press  him  to  seek  revengo,"  he  shoold  bood  be 
driven  out  of  the  country.  The  Eurl  would  follow  him 
"  at  au  inch,"  ajid  efiectnallj  fruHtiate  all  his  oader- 
takings.  "  If  the  SpauiArd  have  such  a  Uay  as  he  has 
had  an  April,"  said  Lord  Norlh,  '*  it  will  put  water  in 
his  wine." ' 

Meantime,  as  St.  George's  Day  waa  approaching,  and 
OS  the  Earl  vms  fond  of  banquets  and  ceremonies,  it  was 
thought  deeirahle  to  hold  a  great  tiiumphal  feast  at 
Utrecht.  Hb  journey  to  that  city  from  the  Hague  waa 
a  triumphal  procession.  In  all  the  towns  through 
which  he  passed  he  was  entertained  with  military 
din>lay,  pompouit  harangues,  interludes,  dumb  shows, 
ana  allegories.  At  Amsterdam — a  city  which  he  com- 
pared to  Venice  for  situation  and  splendour,  and  where 
one  thousand  ships  were  constantly  lying — he  was 
received  with  "  sundry  great  whales  and  other  fishes  of 
hugeness,"  that  gambolled  about  his  vessel,  and  con- 
voyed him  to  the  shore.  These  monsters  of  the  deep 
presented  him  to  the  hnrgomaster  and  magistrate*  who 
were  awaiting  him  on  the  qua;'.  The  burgomaster 
mado  him  a  Latin  oration,  to  which  Dr.  Itartholotnew 
Clerk  responded,  and  then  the  £arl  was  ushered  to  the 
grand  square,  upon  which,  in  his  honour,  a  magnificent 
living  picture  was  exhibited,  in  which  he  figured  as 
Mf)ses  at  the  head  of  the  Israelites  smiting  the  Philis- 
tines hip  and  thigh.'  After  much  mighty  hanquetting 
in  Amsterdam,  as  in  the  other  cities,  the  governor- 
general  came  to  Utrecht.  Tliiough  the  streets  of  this 
antique  and  most  picturesque  city  flows  the  paltued 
uurrent  of  the  Khine,  and  every  barge  and  bridge  weie 
decorated  with  the  flowers  of  spring,  ITp<m  this  spot) 
where,  eight  centuries  befure,  the  Anglo-ISaxon  Wi11»- 
hrod  had  first  astonished  the  wild  Frisians  with  the 
|Mcific  doctrines  of  Jesus,  and  had  been  stoned  to  death 
as  bis  reward,  stood  now  a  more  airogant  representative 
of  English  piety,  Tlie  balconies  were  crowded  with 
fair  women,  and  decorated  wiih  scanes  and  baimeia. 
From  the  Karl's  residence— the  ancient  palace  of  the 
Knights  of  Ithodos — to  the  mthedral.  the  way  was  lioed 
with  a  double  row  of  hiirgher  guards,  wearing  red  rowee 
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019,  and  apparelled  in  Ihe  splendid  ucifoims 
t  wljjt-h  the  Kethfrl&nderB  were  eek-bmted.     Tnici- 
n  scarlet  and  BilTer,  barons,  knighle,  and  great 
,  in  cloth  of  gold  and  eilks  of  all  colours;  tho 
mng  Ewl  of  Essei,  whose  career  waa  to  bo  bo  romantic, 
pd  whose  fate  mi  tragic ;  those  two  ominous  personages, 
9  deposed  littla  archbishop'elector  of  Cologne,  with 
hiH  melancholy  face,  and  the  unlucky  Don    Antonio. 
T'retcntler  of  Portugal,  for  whom,  dead  or  bHto,  thirty 
tboiieacd   crowns  and  a  dukedutn '   were  perpetually 
fcred  by  Philip  II,:  young  Maurice  of  Kaasau,  the 
Iture  controller  of  European  destinies;   great  coun- 
t'  state,  gentlemen,  guardsmen,  and  portcullis- 
mid,  with  tho   coat  of  arms  of  Elizabeth,  rode  in 
Iblemi)  procession  along.     Then  great  Leicester  himself, 
•most  prinoclike  in  the  robes  of  his  order,"  guarded  by 
•troop  of  buTEhers,  and  by  his  own  fifty  halberd-men  in 
-"K-lot  oloaka  trimmed  with  white  and  purple  Telvct, 

tsced  goTgeoUBly  by." 
fThft  ancient  cathedral,  built  on  the  spot  where  Saint 
_  lllebrod  hod  once  minirtered.  with  its  light,  tapering, 
kick  tower,  three  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  height,  iis 
iqnisitely  muUioned  windows,  and  its  elegantly  foJiaged 
pnmns,  soon  received  the  glittering  throng.     Hence, 
er  due  reli^ons  ceremonies,  and  an  English  sermon 
I  llagter  Rncwgtubs,  Leicester's  chaplain,     April. 
B  «  solemn  march  back  again  to  the  palace,      '**"■ 
where  a  stupcndons  banquet  waa  already  laid  in  the 
grtut  hall.* 

On  the  dais  at  the  npper  end  of  the  table,  blazing 
'rith  plate  and  crystal,  stwd  the  royal  chair,  with  the 
pieen'a  plate  and  knife  and  fork  before  it,  exactly  as  if 
'  s  had  been  present,  while  Leicester's  trencher  and 
_>ol  were  set  respectfully  quite  at  the  edge  of  the  board. 
■  the  neighbourhood  of  this  post  of  honour  sat  Count 
irica,  the  Elector,  tho  Pretender,  and  many  illua- 
s  Engliflh  pereonages,  with  the  fair  Agnes  Mansfeld, 
eem  C'himay,  the  daughters  of  W'Uliam  the  Silent, 
d  other  dames  of  high  degree. 

Before  the  covers  were  removed,  came  limping  up  to 
e  dais  grim-risaged  Martin  Schenk,  freshly  wuuuded, 

oriton  AntMjiD.  la  Uur.       >  llollndini.  W.tSi  tvj.    Btii**,-.\-L 
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but  triumphant,  from  lie  sack  of  Werll,  and  black  Jnhii 
Norris.  scarcely  cured  of  the  spoar-wounds  iii  hi*  fuce 
and  bvcast  received  at  Ihe  relief  of  Grave.  The  Bwonl 
of  knighthood '  was  laid  upon  the  shoulder  of  each  hero, 
by  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  as  her  Majesty's  vicegerent ; 
and  then  the  luhera  marshalled  the  mighty  feaet.  Meats 
in  the  xhapo  of  lions,  tigers,  dragons,  and  leopards, 
flanked  by  peacocks,  swans.  pheaHuits,  and  turkeys  "  in 
their  natural  feathers  as  in  their  greatest  pride,"  diEnp- 
peared.  course  after  course. — sonorous  metal  blowing 
meanwhile  the  most  triumphant  airs.  After  the  ban- 
quet came  dancing,  vaulting,  tumbling,  together  with 
the  "  forces  of  Hercules,  which  gave  great  delight  tit 
the  slrangera,"  after  which  the  company  separated  until 
evennong. 

Then  again,  "great  was  the  feast,"  says  the  chro 
nicler, — a  mighty  eupper  following  hard  upon  tie 
gigantic  dinner.  After  this  there  was  tilting  at  Uiu 
ba^iers,  the  yonng  Earl  of  Essex  and  other  knights 
bearing  tbemsolvos  more  chivalrously  than  would  seem 
to  comport  with  so  much  eating  and  drinking.  Then, 
hunible  to  rehkte,  come  another  "  most  sumptuous  ban- 
quet of  sugar-meal«  for  the  men  nt  arms  and  the  ladies," 
after  whioh,  it  being  now  midnight,  the  Lord  of  Leices- 
ter bade  the  whole  company  gooil  rest,  and  the  men  at 
arms  and  ladies  took  their  leave.' 

But  while  all  this  eliivalroua  hiinquettiug  and  holiday- 
making  was  in  hand,  the  I'riuce  uf  I'arnia  was  in  reality 
not  quite  so  much  "  appalled  "  by  the  relief  of  Orav« 
as  his  antagonist  bad  imagined.  The  Earl,  flushed 
with  the  Kuceess  of  Hohenlu,  already  believed  himsolf 
mtislerof  the  coiiutrj',  and  assured  his  government  tial, 
if  he  (ihould  be  reasonably  well  supplied,  be  would  have 
Antwerp  back  again  and  Bruges  besides  "  before  mid 
June."' 
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-,  said  he,  wna  the  Prince  of  P&rma  so  dejected 
It  eo  inel&iicholy  aince  he  came  into  theao  coimliieB, 
_^.         )  fiir  out  of  ootirage." '      And  it     io   quite  tJTie 
that  Alexander  had  reason  to  be  discouraged.     He  had 
bat  eight  or  niue  thousand  men,  and  no  inoner  to  pay 
©Ten   ttiis  little   force.      The  soldiers  were   perishing 
daily,  and  nearly  all  the  survivors  were  deKcribed  by 
their  chief  ae  sick  or  maimed.     The  famine  in  the  obe- 
dient Provincee  was  universal,  the  whole  population 
was  desperate  with  hunger  ;  and  the  merchants,  fright- 
jed  by  Drake's  snccesscs,  and  appalled  by  the  ruin  all 
)MU)d  them,  drew  their  purse-strings  inexorably.'    "I 
low  not  to  what  saint  to  devote  myself,"  said  Alex- 
He  bod   been  compelled,   by  the  movement 
e  GraTC,  to  withdraw  Ilaultepenne  from  the  pro- 
entPrprise  against  Kougz,  and  he  was  quite  aware 
^tbe  cheerful  view  which  Leioeater  was  inclined  to 
)  of  their  relative  positions,     "  The  English  think 
y  are  going  to  do  great  things."  said  he,  "  and  oon- 
tr  themselves  masters  vf  the  field."  * 
Nevertheless,  on  the  11th  &Iay,  the  dejected  melan- 
y  man  had  left  Brussels,  and  joined  his  little  array, 
isistine  of  three  thousand  Spaniards  and  five  thou- 
ll  of  all  other  nations.*    His  veterans,  though  unpaid, 
I,  and  half-«tarved,  were  in  raptures  to  have  their 
1  commander  among  them  again,  and   mtiXij, 
■red  that  under  his  guidance  there  was  no-      ""' 
Big  which  they  could  not  accomplish.     The  King's 
'tour,  his  own,  that  of  the  army,  all  were  pledged  to 
»  the  city.    On  the  success  of  Ibat  enterprise,  he  said, 
Hpended  all  bis  past  conquests,  and  every  hope  for  the 
future.     Leicester  and  the  English,  whom  he  called  the 
bead  and  body  of  the  rebel  foroes,  wore  equally  pledged 
to  relievo  the  place,  and  were  bentt  upon  meeting  him 
in  the  field.'    The  £arl  had  taken  some  forts  in  the 
Bataviu — Betuwe,  or  "good  meadow,"  which  he  pro- 
nounced as  fertile  and  about  as  lat^  as  Hcrefordahii-e,' 
^-dnd  was  now  threateniug  N'ymegen,  a  city  which  had 
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been  gained  for  Philip  by  the  laet  effort  of  Scbenk,  on 
the  royalist  side.  He  was  now  obaerriiig  Alexander's 
demonstrations  against  Grave,  but,  after  tho  recent  suc- 
oees  in  victualling  that  place,  lie  felt  a  just  confidence 
in  its  security. 

On  the  31st  May  the  trenches  were  commenced,  and 
on  the  dth  June  the  battancs  were  opened.  The  work 
»i.iM»r.  went  rapidly  forward  when  Fumese  wua  in 
'"«•  the  field.  '•  The  Prince  of  Purmadoth hatter  it 
like  &  prince," '  Baid  Lord  North,  admiring  the  euomy 
with  the  enthusiasm  of  an  honest  soldier.  On  the  Gtli 
of  June,  as  Alexander  rode  through  the  camp  to  recon- 
noitre, previous  to  an  attack,  a  well-directed  caimon- 
litdl  carried  away  tho  hinder  half  of  his  horse.'  The 
Prince  fell  to  tho  ground,  and,  fur  a  moment,  dismay 
was  in  the  Spanioh  ranks.  At  the  nert  instant,  thon^ 
somewhat  bruised,  be  was  on  his  feet  again,  and.  liaviuu 
found  the  breach  sufficiently  promising,  ho  determined 
on  the  assault. 

As  a  preliminary  measure,  ho  wished  to  occupy  a 
tower  which  had  been  battcr<?d  nearly  to  ruins.  sitQat« 
near  the  river.  CaplAin  de  Soils  was  ordered,  with 
Hixty  veterans,  to  take  pOBsessidn  of  this  tower,  and  to 
'■  have  a  look  at  the  countenance  of  the  enemy,  without 
amusing  bimsdlf  with  anything  eL«," '  The  tower  waa 
soun  secured,  but  Sulis,  in  disobedience  to  his  written 
itistntctions '  led  his  men  against  the  ravelin,  which  wm 
still  in  a  state  of  p«rfeot  defence.  A  muskot-bnll  soon 
Btn.>tohed  him  dead  bonoath  tho  wall,  and  his  followers, 
Mill  attempting  to  bnt^ttr  thri  impracticable  breach,  were 
repelled  by  a  shower  of  stones  and  bliudug  pitt.-U-lux)iM. 
Hot  (land.  too,  poured  from  sieves  and  baskets,  iuainu- 
■tinl  itiwlf  wilbin  the  unnonr  of  the  tiponianK  and 
occusioniMl  such  exijuisite  suffering,  tliat  many  threw 
themselves  into  the  river  to  iJIay  (ho  pain.  Emerging 
rofrosbud,  bnt  confused,  they  attempted  in  vain  Ut  renew 
tho  onset.  Several  of  (he  litllfl  tiond  wore  sloin.  tho 
usautt  WM  quite  iinsnuoeHMful,  and  the  trumpet  Buumk-d 
a  ivual.'     So  oompli>t«1y  diHcomfitod  wen  tho  Spaniards 


•  rwwiunuup.iiJaiHi.uu-Ii'')'. 


.    Dm,  ILtn.  tM. 


BESIEGES  AND  KEDL'CES  GRAVE.  19 

Ijj  this  repulse,  and  ao  thoronglily  at  their  ease  were  the 
Iwst^ed,  that  a,  soldier  let  himaelf  down  from  the  ram- 
pHita  of  the  t«wn  for  the  sake  of  planderiug  the  body 
uf  Captain  Solis,  who  was  richly  dreased,  and,  having 
wcomplished  this  feat,  was  quietly  helped  baok  again 
by  his  eomiados  from  above.' 

To  the  BUrprise  of  the  besiegers,  however,  ou  the 
very  next  morning  came  a  request  from  the  governor  of 
the  «ty,  Baron  liemart,  to  negociato  for  a  surrender. 
Alexander  was,  naturally,  but  too  glad  to  grant  easy 
Urms,  and  upon  the  7th  of  June  the  garrisou  left  th« 
town  with  culouTs  displayed  and  driuoa  beating,  and  the 
Prince  uf  Parina  marched  into  it.  at  the  head  of  his 
tTDops.  He  found  a  year's  provision  there  for  six  thou- 
nnd  men,  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  walls  had 
mfiered  bo  little,  that  he  must  have  been  obliged  to 
nit  long  for  a  practicable  breach.' 

"  There  was  no  good  reason  even  for  women  to  have 
nurrendered  the  place."  exclaimed  Leicester,  when  he 
lieaid  the  news.*  And  the  Earl  had  cause  to  be  eni-aged 
M  snch  a  result.  He  had  received  a  letter  only  the  day 
before,  signed  by  Hemart  himself  and  by  all  the  officers 
in  Grave,  asserting  their  determination  and  ability  to 
hold  the  place  for  a  good  five  montha,  or  for  an  indefinite 
period,  and  until  they  should  be  relieved.  And  indeed 
all  the  officers,  with  three  exceptions,  bad  protested 
against  the  base  surrender.  But  at  the  bottom  of  the 
cMwtrophe — of  the  disastrous  loss  of  tbe  city  and  tli& 
otter  rain  of  young  Hemart — was  a  woman.  The 
pmmoF  was  governed  by  his  miKtreSB,  a  lady  of  good 
family  in  the  place,  but  of  Spanish  inclinations,  and  she, 
for  Hume  mysterious  reasons,  bad  persuaded  him  thvs 
votmitarily  to  capitulate.* 
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I'anaa  lost  no  time,  however,  in  exulting  over  liis 
success.  Upon  the  same  day  the  towns  of  Megeu  and 
Bat^nbai^  surrendered  to  Uim.  and  immediately  aftei^ 
wards  siege  was  laid  to  Venio,  a  town  of  importance, 
lying  thitty  miles  farther  up  the  Meuse.  The  wife  and 
family  of  Martin  Hchenck  were  in  the  citj-,  together 
with  two  liundred  horses,  and  from  forty  to  one  hundred 
thourand  crowns  in  money,  plate,  and  fumituru  belong- 
ing to  him.' 

That  bold  partisan,  accompanied  by  the  mad  Wclsh- 
man,  Roger  Williama,  at  the  head  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  English  lances  and  thirty  of  Schenk's  men,  made 
a  wild  nocturnal  attempt  to  cut  their  way  through  the 
Ifesieging  force,  and  penetrate  to  £ho  city.  They  passed 
fltrough  the  enemy's  lines,  killed  all  the  corptHle-garde, 
and  many  Spanish  troopers — the  terrible  Martin's  own 
hand  being  most  effective  in  this  midu^ht  slaughter 
■—and  reat^hed  the  very  door  of  I'anaa's  tent,  where 
they  killed  his  secretary  and  many  of  his  guards.  It 
was  even  reported,  and  generally  believed,  that  Famese 
himself  had  been  in  imminent  danger,  that  Schenk  hod 
fired  his  pistol  at  him  unsaccessfully,  and  had  then . 
•truck  him  on  the  head  with  its  butt-end,  and  that  tlie 
Prince  had  only  saved  his  life  by  leaping  &om  his  horav, 
and  scrambling  thiuiigh  a  ditch.*  But  these  seem  to 
have  been  fables.  The  alanu  at  last  became  guncnJ, 
the  d&wn  of  a  sammer's  day  was  fa^t  approaching,  the 
druins  beat  to  anus,  and  the  bold  marauders  weru 
obliged  to  eltecl  their  retreat,  as  they  best  might,  hotly 
pursued  by  near  two  thousand  men.  Having  slain 
many  cf  the  Spanish  army,  and  lost  nearly  half  their 
own  nntnbor,  they  at  lost  olitAiiied  shelter  in  Wacbten- 

Soon  afterwards  the  place  capitulated,  without  waitiiig 
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til  battoTy,  upon  moderate  terms,  Scienk's  wife  was 
JDt  ftway  coutteoufily  witli  her  family,  iu  &  wuiJaii^ 
ich  and  four,  and  with  as  mnch  "apparel"  ""'■ 
•might  be  carried  with  her.  Uis  proporty  was  confie- 
btod,  for  "  no  fair  wars  could  be  made  with  him."  ' 
I'Tfans,  within  a  few  weeks  after  taking  the  field,  the 
■dejected,  melancholy "  man,  who  waa  so  *'  out  of 
"  and  the  soldiers  who  were  »o  "  inaryellously 
inning  to  run  away" — according  to  the  Earl  of 
Mcestor — bad  swept  their  enemy  from  every  town  on 
the  Meuse.  That  nver  was  now,  througliont  its  whole 
course,  in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards.  The  Province 
nf  Brabant  became  tboruughly  guarded  again  by  its 
ioM,  and  the  enemy's  road  was  opened  into  the  northern 

bXeioester,  meantime,  bad  not  distinguished  himself. 

t  be  confessed  that  he  had  been  sadly  oulgene- 

The  man   who  had  talked   of  following  the 

my  inch  by  inch,  and  who  had  pledged  himself  not 

Uj  to  protect  Grave,  and  any  other  place  that  might 

P attacked,  but  even  to  recover  Antwerp  and  Biuges 

"Tiio  a  &w  weeks,  had  wasted  the  time   in   very 

mltory  operations.     After  the  St.  George  feasting, 

Enewstnb  sermuns,  and  forces  of  Hercules,  were  oil 

finished,  the  Earl  bad  taken  the  field  with  five  thousand 

JPDt  and  fifteen  hundred  horse.     liis  intention  was  to 

Mr  the  Tsael,  by  getting  possession  of  Doesbuig  and 

ttpben,  but,  hearing  of  Parma's  demonstration  upon 

nve,  be  abandoned  the  contemplated  siege  of  those 

iB,  and  came  to  Amheim.      He  then  crossed   the 

,bhie  into  the  Isle  of  Batavia,  and  thence,  after  taking 

K'few  sconces  of  inferior  importance — while  Schenk, 

■eanwhile,  was  building  on  the  Island  of  Gravenweert, 

ltth«  liifhrcatiou  of  the  Khine  and  Waal,  the  sconce  so 

lebrated  a  century  later  as  "  Schenk's  Fort"  (Schen- 

tafViatiay-lia  was  preparing  to  pass  the  Waal  in  onlei' 

EBp  attack  Famese,  wnen  he  heard,  to  his  astonishment, 

rf  the  Burrender  of  Grave.' 

He  could  therefore — to  his  chagrin^-no  longer  save 
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that  important  city,  but  he  could,  at  leaat,  cut  off  the 
head  of  the  culprit.  Leicester  was  in  Bommel  when  he 
hcai'd  of  Baraallemart'a  faiot-heartedneBS  or  trcaoheiy, 
ftnd  his  wrath  was  estrnvi^iiint  in  proportion  to  the 
exnltation  with  which  hia  previoos  suooess  had  inspired 
him.  He  breathed  nothing  but  revenge  against  the 
coward  and  the  traitor,  who  had  delivered  up  the  town  in 
"  Buch  lewd  and  beastly  sort." ' 

"  I  will  never  depart  hence,"  ho  said,  "  till  by  the 
goodncBs  of  God  1  be  satisfied  someway  of  this  villain's 
trencheiy." '  There  conld  be  little  doubt  that  Hemart 
deserved  paniitlunent.  Thore  could  be  as  little  that 
Leicester  would  mete  it  out  to  him  in  ample  measure. 
"  The  lewd  villain  who  gave  up  Grave,"  Baid  he,  "  and 
the  captains  as  deep  in  fault  as  himself,  ahull  all  eutfer 
together."  ' 

Uemart  eame  boldly  to  meet  him.  "  ITio  honest  man 
came  to  me  at  Bommel,"  aaid  Leicester,  and  be  assured 
the  government  that  it  was  in  the  hope  of  persuading 
the  magistratefl  of  that  and  other  towns  to  imitate  his 
own  treachery.* 

But  the  magiatrates  straightway  delivered  the  culprit 
to  the  govemor^eneral,  who  immediately  placed  him 
lull  JuH,  under  arrest.     A  court-martial  was  suiniuuned, 

'"••  26thof  Jime.at  UtrechtiOonsiBtingofJioheiilo, 
Besex,  and  other  distinguished  officers.  They  found 
tliat  the  conduct  of  the  prisoner  merited  death,  but  left 
it  to  the  Earl  to  decide  whether  various  exteniMtine  ' 
circumstances  did  not  Justify  a  pardon.*  Hohenlo  and 
Nori'is  exerted  thomselvoa  to  procure  a  mitigation  of  ttm 
yonng  m&u'a  aenti.'uoe,  and  they  excited  thoruby  the 
govomor'a  deep  indignation.  Norris,  according  to  Lei- 
eoMtor,  was  in  K>vu  with  the  culprit's  aunt,  and  ww 
therefore  especially  desirous  of  saving  his  life.*  More- 
over, much  use  was  made  of  the  discredit  which  lutd 
boon  thrown  by  the  Queen  on  the  Earl's  authority,  and ' 
it  wua  openly  maint4iiicd.  thjtt,  being  no  iongor  governor- 
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general,  h»  had  no  autboritj  to  order  esecntion  njiun  a 
netb«rl&nd  offioer.' 

The  favourable  ciraainKtancca  urged  in  the  case,  were, 
that  Hemart  was  a  juung  man,  withoat  exporience  in 
mililaiy  matters,  and  that  he  had  been  overcome  by 
the  snpplicatioaK  and  onlcriea  of  the  women,  panic- 
Gtmck  after  the  first  assanlt.  Itere  were  no  direct 
proofs  of  trwachery,  or  even  of  personal  cowardice.  He 
begged  hard  for  a  pardon,  not  on  account  of  his  life,  but 
for  the  aake  of  his  reputation.  He  earnestly  implore<l 
permi^ion  to  serve  under  the  Queen  of  England,  as  a 
prirah;  aoldler,  without  pay, on  land  or  sea,  for  as  muny 
jwirs  as  she  should  specify,  and  to  be  solected  for  the 
looet  dai^erouB  employments,  in  order  that,  before  he 
died,  he  might  wipe  out  the  disgrace,  which,  through 
his  &ult,  in  an  hour  of  weakness,  had  come  upon  an 
andent  and  honourable  house.*  Much  interest  was 
■  for  him — his  family  connections  being  powerful 
ind  a  general  impression  prevailing  that  he  had  erred 
rough  folly  rather  than  deeper  guilt.  But  Leicester, 
himself  upon  the  breast — as  be  was  wont  when 
-swore  that  there  sbould  be  no  pardon  for  such 
^traitor.*    TheStatesof  HoilandaodZeeiand,  likewise, 

fl  decidedly  in  fiivnur  of  a  severe  example.' 
i  Hcmart  was  accordingly  led  to  the  acaffold  on  the 
'  me.      Be    spoke    to    the    people    with    great 
,  and,  in  two  languages,  French  and  aBihJnpe, 
Plemiah,  declared    that    he   was  guiltless  of     "*'- 

jhery,  but  that  the  terror  and  tears  of  the  women, 

B  an  hoar  of  panic,  had  made  a  coward  of  him.*    He 

'  H  beheaded,  standing.     I'lie  two  captains,  Du  Ban  and 

Deboektim,  who  had  also  been  condemned,  suffered  witfa 

A  third  captain,  likewise  convicted,  was,  "for 

/  just  cause."  pardoned  by  Leicester.'     The  Earl 

idiited  in  believing  that  Hemart  had  surrendered  the 

lility  as  part  of  a  deliberate  plan,  and  affirmed  that  in 

Luich  a  time,  when  men  had  come  to  think  no  more  of 

[•I^Tinf;  up  a  town  than  of  abandoning  a  house,  it  was 
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liighly  necessary  to  afford  an  example  to  traitors  and  i^atis- 
factioB  t«  the  people.'  And  the  people  were  thoroHghly 
aatiafied,  according  to  the  govomor,  and  only  expressed 
their  regret  that  three  or  four  members  of  the  Slates- 
General  coald  not  have  their  heads  cutoff  as  well,  being 
OS  arrant  knaves  as  Hemart ;  *■  and  so  I  think  they  be," 
added  Leicester.' 

Fanna  having  thns  made  himself  master  of  the  Mense. 
lost  no  time  in  making  a  demonstration  upon  the  parallel 
course  of  the  Ithine,  thirty  miles  farther  east.*  Schenk, 
Kloet,  and  other  partisaoH,  kept  that  portion  of  the 
archicpiiicopate  and  of  Westphalia  in  a  state  of  perpe- 
tual comniDttDu.'  Early  in  the  preceding  year,  Count  de 
Ifenra  had,  by  a  fortunate  stiiktagam,  captured  the  town 
of  Ncusz  for  the  deposed  elector,  and  Henuon  Kloet,  a 
young  and  most  determined  Cioldrian  soldier,  now  oom- 
manded  in  the  place.' 

The  Elector  Ernest  had  made  a  visit  in  disguise  to  the 
camp  of  Panno.  and  had  represented  the  necessity  of 
recovering  the  city.  It  had  become  the  stronghold  of 
heretics,  rebels,  and  banditti.  The  lihine  was  in  their 
hands,  and  with  it  the  perpetual  power  of  disturbing  the 
loyal  Nellierlands.  It  was  aa  much  the  interest  of  bis 
Catholic  Uajesty  oe  that  of  the  Archbishop  that  Nonsr. 
should  be  restored  to  its  lawful  owner.  Parma  had  felt 
the  force  of  thia  reasoning,  and  had  early  in  the  year 
sent  Ilaultepenne  to  invest  the  city.  He  had  been 
obliged  to  rccal  that  commander  during  the  siegm  of 
Grave.  The  place  being  reduced,  Alexander,  before  the 
grass  could  grow  beneath  his  feet,  advanced  to  the  Ithinc 
in  person.  Early  in  July  be  appeared  before  the  avails 
of  NousB  with  eight  thousand  foot  and  two  tliousand 
hoiBo.  The  garrison  under  Kloet  numbered  scarcely 
more  than  sixteen  hundred  effective  soldiers,'  all  Nether- 
landers  and  tiermaiui,  none  being  English. 

The  city  is  twenty  mil™  below  Cologne,  !t  was  no 
well  fortitied  thai  a  century  before  it  bad  stood  a  year's 
aiogo  from  the  famous  Charles  the  Bold,  who,  after  all. 
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lutd  been  obliged  to  retire.'  It  had  nlso  reBielcd  ihe 
gtrennotis  efforts  of  Cliarles  the  -Fifth,'  and  it  was  now 
ftronger  than  it  ever  bad  been.  It  was  thoroughly  well 
piDvisiuned,  so  that  it  was  safe  enough,  "  if  tboee  wilbin 
It,"  said  Leiceater,  "  bo  men." '  The  Earl  espressed  the 
opinioti,  however,  that  "  those  fellows  were  not  good  to 
defend  towns,  unless  Ibe  besiegers  were  obliged  to  swim 
to  the  attack." '  The  iissue  was  to  show  whether  the 
tanSBtn  were  just  or  not.  Meantime  the  town  was  con- 
Hdered  by  the  goTemor-gencral  to  bo  secure,  "  uuiesa 
towns  were  to  bo  bad  for  the  asking."  ^ 

Keuaz  is  not  immediately  upon  the  Rhine,  but  that 
river,  whieh  sweeps  away  in  a  north-easterly  dii'ection 
froin  tbe  walla.  throwB  out  an  arm  which  completely 
vneircleit  the  town,  A  part  of  tbe  place,  cut  into  an 
iHUnd  by  the  Erpt,  was  strengthened  by  two  redoubts, 
Tliis  island  was  abandoned,  as  being  too  weak  to  hold, 
tad  the  Spaniards  took  posaessioa  of  it  immediately.' 
""  ire  were  various  preliminary  and  sanguinary  sorties 
gkirmiahefi,  during  which  the  Spaniards,  aft«r  having 
onco  driven  from  the  island,  again  occupied  that 
ion.  Arcbishop  Emeat  came  into  the  camp,  and, 
e  proceeding  to  a  cannonade,  Parma  offered  to  tbe 
rity  certain  terms  of  capitulation,  which  wore  approved 
)>y  that  prelate.  Kluet  replied  to  this  proposal,  that  he 
was  wedded  to  the  town  and  in  bis  honour,  which  were 
tttOM.  Those  he  was  incapable  of  sacrificing,  but  his 
be  WM  ready  to  lay  down.'  There  was,  through 
e  nuaapprebension,  a  delay  in  reporting  this  answer 
FWnw«e.  Meantime  that  general  became  impatient, 
advanced  to  the  battery  of  the  Italian  regiment, 
itending  to  be  a  plenipotentiaiy  from  the  commauder- 
*  ha  expostulated  in  a  loud  voice  at  tbe  slowness 
counsels.  Hardly  had  he  begim  to  speak,  when 
-ftabewer  of  balls  rattled  about  him.  Hia  own  soldiers 
terrified  at  his  danger,  and  a  cry  arose  in  the  town 
'  Holoferaose  " — as  the  Flemings  and  Germans  were 
to  nickname  Famese — was  dead.'    Strange 

*  IbU.       offi»  Ma) 


»iid  th 


Bi  w  (be  QucD,  -  Jul;.     iS.  P 


26  THE  USITED  NETHEHLANPS.  CniP.  IK. 

ti>  relate,  he  was  qnite  unharmed,  and  walked  back  to 
his  tent  with  dignified  elowness  and  a  vury  frowning 
face.  It  was  said  that  tliis  breach  of  tnice  had  beeu 
begun  by  the  Spaniards,  who  had  fired  first,  and  had 
been  immediately  answered  by  the  town.  This  was 
hotly  denied,  and  Parma  sent  Colonel  Tassis  with  a  Bag 
of  tnioo  to  the  commander,  to  rebuke  and  to  desire  an 
emlanation  of  this  dishonourable  conduct.' 

The  answer  given,  or  im^ined,  was  that  Commander 
Kloot  hod  been  sound  asleep,  but  that  ho  now  much 
regretted  this  untoward  accident.  The  explanation  wu 
received  with  derision,  for  it  seemed  hardly  probable 
that  flo  young  and  energetic  a  soldier  would  take  the 
opportunity  to  re&esh  himself  withslumbcr  at  a  moment 
when  a  treaty  for  the  capitulation  of  a  city  under  bis 
charge  was  under  discussion.  This  terminated  the  nego- 
tiation.* 

A  few  days  afterwards,  the  feast  of  St.  James  was 
celebrated  in  the  Spanish  camp,  with  bonfires  and  other 
demonstrations  of  hilarity.  The  townsmen  are  said  to 
have  desecrated  the  same  holiday  by  roasting  alive  in 
the  toarket-plaoo  two  unfortunate  soldiers,  who  had  been 
captured  in  a  sortie  a  few  days  before  ;  besides  humitig 
the  body  of  the  holy  Saint  tjulriuna.  with  other  holy 
relics.'  Thd  detestable  deed  was  to  be  most  horribly 
avenged. 

A  steady  cannonade  from  forty'five  great  guns  wna 
kept  up  from  2  a.u.  of  July  l.S  until  the  dawn  of  the 
i«ui  Joij.  following  day ;  the  cannoneers  being  all  pro- 

""■-  vided  witli  milk  and  vinegar  to  cool  the  piooes.* 
At  daybreak  the  assault  was  ordered.  Eight  st^pomto 
attacks  were  made  with  the  nsuitl  impetuosity  of 
Spaniards,  and  were  steailily  repulsed.*  At  the  nintli. 
the  outer  wall  was  carried,  and  the  tipantanls  shouting 
"  Santiago,"  poured  over  it,  bearing  laok  all  resistance. 
An  Italian  Knight  of  the  St^^pulchre,  L'eitar  Guidicduni 
by  niuuu,  and  a  Spjutiah  ensign,  one  Alphonso  de  Mesa, 
with  hia  colours  in  uuo  bond  luid  a  ladder  in  the  other. 
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eoch  claimed  the  honour  of  having  first  mounted  the 

breach.     Both  being  defined  equnUy  worthy  of  reward, 

Ponna,  after  the  city  had  been  wun,  took  from  his  own 

cap  a  sprig  of  jewels  and  a  golden  wheat-ear  omumetitod 

n-iih  a  gem,  which  he  had  himself  worn  in  place  of  a 

plumo,  and  thus  presented  each  with  a  brilliant  lokon  of 

his  rt^rd.'     ITie  wall  wae  then  atrengthdned  against 

the  inner  line  of  fortification,  and  oil  night  long  a  dea- 

perote  cunJlict  wae  maintained  in  thi^  dark  npou  the 

iiuTow  Epaoe  between  the  two  barrierH.     Before  day- 

'"  ^t  Kloet,  who  then,  aa  always,  had  led  his  men  in  the 

t  deejierab}  adventureo,  was  carried  into  the  town, 

niled  in  fire  places,  and  with  his  leg  almost  lievcred 

Bie  thigh.'    "  'Tis  the  bravest  man,"  said  the  enthu- 

■tic  Lord  North,  "  that  was   ever  heard  of  in  the 

world."'     "  He  is  but  a  boy,"  eaid  Alexander  Fameee, 

"  bat  a    commander   of    extraordinary    capacity    and 

Ttlour."  ■* 

^^P"  £arly  in  the  morning,  when  this  mishap  was  known, 

^^k'ofl&OQr  was  sent  to  me  camp  of  the  besiegers  to  treat. 

^^HtB  soldiers  received  him  with  furiona  laughter,  and 

^Bteied  him  access  to  the  general.     "  Commander  Rloet 

had  waked  from  his  nap  at  a  wrong  time,"  they  said, 

"  anil  the  Prince  of  Parma  was  now  sound  asleep,  iu 

hia  tnm."  *    There  was  no  poasibility  of  commencing  a 

^lUBgotiation.     The  Spaniards,   heated  by   the  contiict, 

^Bta*ddened  by  oppogition,  and  inspired  by  the  deaire  to 

^^Kk  a  -wealthy  city,  overpowered  all  resistance.     "  My 

^^pttU)  soldiers  were  not  to  be  restrained,"  *  Haid  Famese, 

^^tad  so  compelling  a  reluctant  consent  on  the  port  of  the 

cinnnuinder-in -chief  to  an  assault,  the  Italian  and  Spanish 

legions  poored  into  the  town   at  two  opi>oaitc  gates, 

wLich  were  no  longer  strong  enough  to  withstand  the 

The  two  streams  met  in  the  heart  of  the  place, 

rept  every   living  thing  in   their  path  out  of 

.oe.     Tito  gar^i^on  was  butchered  to  a  man,  and 

Mvently  many  of  the  inhabitants — men,  women, 

:aildren — also,  although  the  women,  to  the  honour 

E  Alexander,  hod  tiueu  at  firat  secured  from  harm  in 


28  THE  UNITED  SETHEBLANDS.  CHir.  IX. 

some  of  tto  churches,  where  they  had  been  ordered  to 
take  refuge,  llie  fiist  blast  of  iadigDation  was  againat 
the  cummandout  of  the  place.  Aleicaiider,  who  liad 
admired  his  courage,  was  not  uiifavonrably  disposed 
towards  him,  but  Archbiahop  Ernest  vehemently  de- 
manded his  immediate  death,  as  a  peraunal  favour  io 
himself.'  As  the  chnrchman  was  nominally  sovereiga 
of  the  city,  although  in  reality  a  beggarly  dependant  on 
Philip's  alms,  Famese  felt  bound  to  comply.  The 
manner  in  which  it  was  at  first  suppused  that  the 
Bishop's  Christian  request  had  been  complied  with,  sent 
a  shudder  through  every  heart  in  the  Netherlands. 
"They  took  Kloet,  wounded  aa  he  was,"  said  Lord 
North,  "  and  first  strangled  him,  then  smeared  him  with 

Eitch,  and  bnmt  him  with  gunpowder ;  thus,  with  their 
oliness,  they  made  a  tragical  end  of  an  heroical  sorvioa. 
It  is  wondered  that  the  Prince  would  snffer  so  great  an 
ontrage  to  bo  done  to  so  noble  a  soldier,  who  did  but  bis 

Bat  this  was  an  error.  A  Jesuit  priest'  was  sent  to 
the  hoase  of  the  commandant,  fur  a  humane  effort  wae 
thought  necessary  in  order  to  kavo  the  soul  of  the  man 
whose  life  was  forfeited  for  the  crime  of  defending  bis 
city.  The  cndpnt  was  found  lying  in  bed.  Bis  wife, 
a  woman  of  remarkable  beauty,'  with  her  sister,  was  in 
attendance  ujwn  him.  The  spectacle  of  those  two  fair 
women,  nursing  a  wounded  soldier  fallen  upon  the 
field  of  Ii<mour,  might  have  softened  devils  with  sym- 
paihy.     But  the  Jesuit  was  closely  followed  by  a,  tmnd 
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of  soldiers,  who,  notwithatanding  the  aupplicatioiiB  of 
the  woin«D,  and  the  demaad  of  Kloot  to  De  indulged 
witli  a  soldier's  death,  tied  a  rope  rouod  the  comman- 
daut's  neck,  dragged  him  from  his  bed,  and  banged  him 
from  bis  own  window.  The  Calviniat  olorgymon, 
FoHsems  of  Oppeabeim,  the  deaoons  of  the  congregation, 
two  military  oflicera,  and— said  Parma — "  forty  other 
rascals,"  were  murdered  in  the  same  way  at  tbo  some 
time.'  The  bodiee  remained  at  the  window  till  tbey 
were  devoured  by  the  flames,  which  soon  consumed  tho 
boose.  For  a  vast  conflagration,  caused  none  knew 
wbotber  by  accident,  by  the  despair  of  the  inhahitaiits, 
hr  tbe  prerious  arrangements  of  the  commandant,  by 
tae  laleet-arrived  bands  of  tbo  besiegers  enraged  that 
tbe  Italians  and  Spaniards  had  been  beforehand  witb 
Ibem  in  the  spoils,  or — as  Famese  more  naturally 
believed — by  the  special  agency  of  the  Almighty, 
offended  with  tho  buroing  of  Saint  Quirinus,'  now  came 
to  complete  the  horror  oftbe  scene.  Three  quarters  oi 
the  town  were  at  once  in  a  blaae.  The  churches,  where 
the  affrighted  women  had  been  cowering  during  the  sack 
«td  alaiwbter,  were  soon  on  fire,  and  now,  amid  the 
crash  of  Mling  houses  and  tho  uproar  of  the  drunken 
nldiery,  those  unhappy  victims  were  seen  flitting  along 
the  flaming  streets,  seeking  refuge  against  the  fury  uf 
the  elements  in  the  more  horrible  nruetty  of  man.  Tho 
fire  lasted  all  day  and  night,  and  not  one  stone  would 
iiAve  been  left  upon  another,  had  not  the  body  of  a 
seoond  saint,  saved  on  a  former  occasion  from  tho  heretics 
'by  the  piety  of  a  citizen,  been  fortunately  deposited  in 
his  bouse.  At  this  point  tho  conflagration  was  stayed — 
i^  iu  the  flames  refnsed  to  consume  these  holy  relics' — 
I  littt  almoflt  the  whole  of  the  town  was  destroyed,  while 
tk  least  fonr  thousand  people,  citizens  and  soldiers,  bad 
perished  by  sword  or  fire. '' 

Three  hundred  survivors  of  the  garrison  took  refuge 
in  a  tower.  Its  base  was  surrounded,  and,  after  brief 
Mrley,  tbey  descended  as  prisoners.  Tbe  ttb  Aueui. 
rriuca  and  Haultepeune  attempted  in  vain  to      "^'- 
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protect  them  against  the  fiiry  of  the  wildiers,  and  every 
man  of  them  was  instantly  put  to  death,' 

The  next  day,  Alexander  gave  orders  that  the  wife 
and  8ist«r  of  the  commandaDt  ahonld  be  protected — for 
they  had  escaped,  as  if  by  miracle,  from  all  the  horron 
of  that  day  and  night — and  scut,  under  esoort,  to  their 
friends.'  KeuBB  had  nearly  ceased  to  exist,  for,  accord- 
tug  to  oontemponmeoas  accounts,  but  eight  houses  had 
escaped  destruction.* 

And  the  reflection  was  most  painful  to  Leicester  and 
to  every  generous  Englishman  or  Netherlander  in  the 
oountry,  tliat  this  important  city  and  its  heroic  defondeifl 
might  have  been  preserved,  but  for  want  of  harmony 
and  want  of  mouey.*  Twice  had  the  Earl  got  together 
a  force  of  four  thot:sand  men  for  the  relief  of  the  pluoe, 
and  twice  had  he  been  obliged  to  disband  them  again 
for  the  lack  of  funds  to  set  them  in  the  field.  He  had 
pawned  his  plnle  and  other  valuables,*  eiliaustt^  his 
credit,  and  had  nothing  for  it  but  to  wait  for  the  Queen's 
tardy  remittances,  and  to  wrangle  with  the  States;  for 
the  leadets  of  that  body  were  unwilling  to  accord  large 
supplies  to  a  man  who  had  become  personally  suspected 
by  them,   and   was  the  representative  of   a    deeply- 
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enepected  government.  Meanwhile,  ono-lliird  at  least 
of  the  money  wbich  really  fcinsd  its  way  from  time  to 
tim«  UDt  of  England,  was  filched  &om  the  "  pour  siarved 
wratchee,"  as  Letcestet  called  his  eoldiers,  by  the 
diahdnuety  of  Nonis,  uncle  of  Sir  John  and  army-treo- 
nirer.  This  man  was  growing  eo  rich  on  his  pecula- 
tioDS,  on  his  commisaions,  and  on  his  profits  from  paying 
ike  tiVoM  in  a  deprooial«d  coin,  that  Leicester  declared 
Um)  whufe  revenae  of  hie  own  landed  estates  in  £ug!aiid 
to  be  lees  than  that  funotiooaiy's  annual  income.'  Thus 
it  was  difficult  to  aay  whether  the  "  rugged  rogues  "  of 
Elizabeth  or  the  maimed  and  neglected  soldiers  of 
Philip  were  in  the  more  pitiable  plight. 

The  only  consolation  in  the  recent  reduction  of  Nenez 
WM  to  be  found  in  tlie  fact  tliat  Parma  had  only  gained 
a  poHitioD,  for  the  town  had  oeased  to  exist ;  and  in  the 
fieiioD  that  he  had  paid  for  hie  triumph  by  the  low  ot 
lix  lAfxuiruJ  soldiers,  killed  and  wounded.*     In  real!^ 

t  more  than  five  hnndreil  of  Farnese's  army  lost  their 
w ;'  and  although  the  town,  excepting  some  churches, 
1  carWnly  been  destroyed,  yet  the  Prince  was  now 
ttcr  of  the  Khine  as  fiir  as  Col<^e,  and  of  the  MeuNe 
*B  far  Bfi  Giuve.  The  famine  which  pressed  so  eorely 
upon  him  might  now  be  relieved,  and  his  military  com- 
munications with  Germany  be  considered  eecure. 

The  oonqneror  now  turned  hia  attention  to  llheinberg, 
twenty-five  miloa  farther  down  the  river.' 

Sir  Philip  Sidney  had  not  been  well  satisfied  by  the 
companitive  idleness  in  which,  from  these  various  cir- 
ciuustaticda,  he  had  been  compelled  to  remain.  Early 
in  the  spring  he  had  been  deeirous  of  making  an  attack 
npon  i'undere  by  capturing  the  town  of  Stcenberg.  Tha 
fiuthfiil  Rt^cr  \S  illiams  had  strongly  seconded  the  pro- 
HaaL  '■  We  wish  to  show  your  Escellency,"  Kaid  he  to 
^Ziaioeat«r,  "  that  we  are  not  sound  asleep." '  The  Welsh- 
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lunn  was  not  likely  to  bo  accnsed  of  somnolenco,  but  on 
tbisocoaeion  Sidney  and  himself  had  been  overrnled.  At 
a,  later  moment,  and  during  the  siege  of  Kensz,  Sir 
Philip  had  the  satisfaction  of  making  a  snccessftd  foray 
into  Flanders. 

The  eipodition  had  been  planned  by  Prince  Maurice 
of  N&Hsau,  and  was  his  earliest  military  achievement. 
He  proposed  carrying  by  mrprise  the  cily  of  Axel,  a 
well-built,  strongly- fortified  town  on  the  south-westeni 
edge  of  the  great  Scheldt  estuary,  and  very  important 
from  its  position.  Its  acquisition  would  make  the  hold 
of  the  patriots  and  tho  English  upon  Sluys  and  Ostend 
more  secure,  and  give  them  many  opportunities  of  annoy 
ing  the  enemy  in  Flanders. 

Early  in  JiJy,  Maurice  wrote  to  the  Earl  of  I^ioester, 
communicating  the  particulars  of  his  schenio,  but  be 
that  tho  affair  might  be  "  very  sooretiy  handled, 
kept  from  eveiy  one  but  Sidney.  Leicester  aocordingly 
sent  Ids  nephew  to  Maurice,  that  they  might  oonsult 
together  upon  lie  enterpriBo.  and  make  sure  "  thatthei« 
was  no  ill  int«nt,  there  being  so  much  treachery  in  the 
world."  '  Sidney  found  no  treaoheiy  in  young  Haurioe, 
but  only  a  noble  and  intelligent  love  of  adventure,  and 
the  two  arranged  their  plans  in  harmony* 

Leicester,  then,  in  order  to  deceive  the  enemy,  nuns 
to  Bei^n-op-Zoom,  with  fire  hundred  men.  where  be 
II,  i:,  Juir,  remained  two  days,  nut  sleeping  a  wink,  as  he 
i»M.  averred,  during  tho  whole  time.  In  the  night 
of  Tuesday,  liJlh  of  Jnly,  the  five  hundred  English  sol- 
diem  were  dcupntchod  by  watpr,  under  cluimi  of  Lorf 
Willciughby,  "  who,"  said  the  KutI,  "  would  needs  go 
wilh  them.  Young  Ilatton.  loo,  hou  uI  Sir  (Jh.riet>i{ihar, 
also  Tolnnteerod  on  the  service,  "  a*  his  first  unniling."  * 
Sidney  had  five  hnndred  of  his  own  /ecland  regiment 
in  readinexti.  and  the  rendezvous  was  upon  the  broad 
waters  of  the  Scheldt,  oppusite  Flushiutf.*  The  plan 
vrits  nonlly  tnrricd  out,  and  ibo  nnitt^d  flotilla,  in  a  dai^E, 
eolm,  midsummer's  night,  rowed  acrcHai  the  smni'tb  e*- 
tiiur)-  and  landed  nt  Ter  Neunc,  about  a  league  frutn 
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Here  thoy  were  joined  by  Matmoe  with  eome 
lerland  companies,  and  the  nnilod  troops,  between 

i  three  tbuoBand  etrong,  mnrched  at  once  to  tlie 

pUcc  proposed.     Before  two  in  the  morning  they  hod 

reachtid  Axel,  but  fonnd  the  moat  very  deep.     Forty 

Holdietv  immediately  plunged  in,  however,  carrying  their 

)  with  thum.  Bwam  acvoflfl,  scaled  the  rampart, 

1  the  guard,  whom  they  found  aaleep  in  their  beds, 

i  opened  the  galea  for  their  comrades.     The  whole 

C«  then  marched  iu,  the  Duteh  oomptmieB  under  Co- 

IBI  Pyrou  bein^  first.  Lord  Willoughby's  men  being 

Mud,  and  Sir  Philip  with  his  Zeelanders  bringing  up 

A  KOT.'     The  garrison,  between  five  and  sis  hundred 

nnnmbur,  though  Eurpriscd,  rcHisted  gallantly,  and  were 

^piiit  lo  the  GWord.     Of  tho  invaders,  not  a  single  man 

-^  his  life.     Sidney  most  goneronaly  rewarded  from 

»  own  puise  the  advenhtrouit  soldiers  who  had  swum 

9  matt ;  Mid  it  was  to  bis  core  and  intelligence  that 

s  of  Prince  Manricti's  scheme  waa  generally 

libnted.     The   achievement  was   hailed   with  great 

otion,  and  it  eomowhat  raised  the  drooping  Bptrits 

■,tha  patriolB  after  their  severe  losses  at  Gritve  and 

'q,     "  This  victory  hath  happened  in  good  time," 

e  Thomas  (.'-ecil  to  his  father,  "  and  hath  made  xts 

wluit  to  lift  up  our  heads."  '    A  gaiTison  of  eight 

red,  under  Colonel  Pyron,  was  left  in  Axel,  and  tJie 

e  tUDtind  were  then  pierced.     Upwards  of  two  mil- 

i'  worth  of  property  in  grass,  cattle,  com,  was  thus 

tnedintely  destroyed '  iu  the  territory  of  the  obedient 

Irthor  hinds. 

r  an  nnauccessfiil  attempt  to  sarpriso  Gravelines,' 
to  governor  of  which  place,  tie  veteran  I.a  Motte.  was 
't  w  euUy  taken  napping.  Sir  Philip,  having  gained 
'l  reputation  by  this  conquest  of  Axel,  then  joined 
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the  main  body  of  the  army,  irndxr  Leicester,  at  Ani- 

Yet,  after  all.  Sir  Philip  had  not  grown  in  favour  with 
her  Majesty  during  his  service  in  the  Low  Countries. 
He  had  also  been  disappointed  in  the  govornment  of 
Zeeland,  to  which  po«t  his  undo  had  destined  him.  The 
uause  of  Leicester's  ambition  had  been  fnixtrated  by  the 
policy  of  Bamevcld  and  Dnys,  in  purtmance  of  which 
( 'ount  or  Prince  Maurice — as  he  was  now  purposely  de- 
eipuited,  in  order  that  his  rank  mif^ht  eurpaas  that  of  the 
I'jirl ' — had  become  Btadholder  and  captain-general  both 
of  Holland  and  Zcelund.  The  Earl  had  nvcn  hie 
nephew,  however,  the  colonelcy  of  tho  Zeolaiid  regi- 
ment, v;Kwnt  by  the  death  of  Admiral  Hanltain  un  tlia 
Kowenatyn  Dyke.  Thia  promotion  had  eicited  much 
anger  among  the  high  officera  in  tho  Netherlands,  who, 
at  the  instigation  of  Count  Hohenlo.  had  presented  ■  rtv 
monstmice  upon  tho  stibjeot  to  tho  governor-general. 
It  had  always  been  the  custom,  they  said,  with  5io  lata 
rrince  of  Orange,  to  confer  promotion  according  to  se- 
niority,  without  regard  to  social  rank,  and  they  wens 
therefore  uDwilling  that  a  yimng  foreigner,  who  had 
jait  entored  the  iier>'ico.  should  tlnui  be  advanced  over 
tho  hiuvU  of  veterans  who  had  been  compuigning  I  hero 
so  many  weary  ^'oara.*  At  the  Knme  time  the  gentlemen 
who  signod  the  iwt>«r  protested  to  Sir  I'hilip,  in  another 
lutt«r.  "  with  all  the  name  Uamls."  that  they  lutd  no  per- 
sonal feeling  towards  him,  but,  on  tho  oimttvy.  that 
they  wished  him  all  hononr.* 

Yonng  Maurice  himself  had  nlwnys  manifcfited  iho 
most  friendly  feelitiga  towants  Sidney,  although  infln- 
enced  in  his  action  by  tho  statcMnien  who  wero  already 
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oi^g&niziiig  a  powerful  oppositioa  to  Leicester.  "  Count 
Maurice  showed  htmeelf  cunstontly  kind  ia  the  mnlter 
of  the  regiment,"  eaid  Sir  I'hilip,  "  but  Mr.  I'ftul  Buas 
boa  so  mivny  bussea  in  Lis  head,  such  os  you  ithall  iind 
he  will  be  to  God  and  man  about  one  pitch.  Hapjiy  ia 
the  communication  of  them  that  join  in  the  fear  of  Ciod."' 
ilobenlo,  too,  or  Hollock,  as  he  van  called  b}'  the 
^  mob  and  English,  was  much  governed  by  Biiya  and 
ten-Bameveld.  Bocklees  and  daring,  but  looEe  of 
i  and  uncertain  of  purpose,  he  was  most  dangerous, 
less  under  safe  guidauce.  Boger  Williams — who 
wed  that  but  for  the  love  he  bore  to  Sidney  and 
Niceeter.  ho  «'ould  not  remain  ten  days  in  the  Kcther- 
-was  much  disgusted  by  Hobenlo's  conduct  in 
,  to  the  Zeeland  re^ment.  "Tia  a  mutinous 
it  of  Hollock,"  said  he.  "  that  strangers  should  not 
mand  Netherlander^.  He  and  his  Alemaynea  are 
jer  bom  from  Zeeland  than  8ir  Philip  is.  Either 
must  make   Hitllock  assnred  to  you,  or  you  mimt 

0  him.     If  he  ivill  not  be  yours,  I  will  show  you 
0  disinherit  him  of  all  his  commands  at  small 

^  What  service  doth  he.  Count  Solms,  Count 
rerstein,  with  their  Alemaynea.  but  spend  treasure 
i  Donftume  great  contributions  ?  "  ' 

A  very  natural  that  the  chivalrous  Sidney,  who 
ne  to  the  Netherlands  to  win  glory  in  the  field, 
raid  be  desirous  of  posts  that  would  tiring  danger  and 
Minction  with  them.  He  was  not  there  merely  that 
a  might  govern  Flushing,  important  as  it  was.  particn- 

1  the  garrison  was,  according  to  hie  statement, 
«  able  to  maintain  the  town,  "  as  the  Tower  whs 

r  for  London."  He  disapproved  of  his  wife's 
wiinalion  to  join  him  in  Holland,  for  he  was  likely — 
D  he  wrote  to  her  father,  Walsingham — "  to  run  such  a 
toano  OS  would  not  be  fit  for  any  of  the  feminine 
CMt^ler."  •  He  had  been,  however,  grieved  to  the  heart, 
tr  ibe  Bpoctacle  which  was  perpetually  exhibited  of  the 
Qneea's  puratmony,  and  of  the  consoqaent  sufl'ering  of 
the  soldiera.  Twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  Englishmen 
were  iwrving  in  the  Netherlands— moie  than  two-thii-ds 
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of  UicTO  in  her  Slajesly'a  immediate  employment.  No 
troopH  Lad  ever  fought  better,  or  more  hoiionmbly 
luuiutamod  the  ancicut  t^loiy  of  Englund.  But  mrelj' 
had  more  ragged  and  wretched  warriors  been  Been  thEn 
they,  after  a,  few  monthit'  cnmpaigning. 

The  Irish  KerueB — eome  fifteen  nnndred  of  whom 
were  among  the  auiiliaries — were  bolter  off,  for  ihey 
habitually  liiapensed  with  clothiog ;  an  apron  froiu  wsiat 
to  kneo  being  the  only  protection  of  these  wild  Kelts, 
who  fought  with  the  Tolotir,  and  nearly  in  the  coKtume 
of  Homeiio  heroes.  Fearing  nothing,  needing  nothing, 
oparing  nothing,  they  stallced  about  the  fene  of  Zeolaod 
npon  their  long  stilta,  or  leaped  across  running  riven, 
scaling  ramparta,  robbing  the  highways,  burning, 
butchering,  and  maltreating  the  villages  and  thoir 
inhabitaute,  with  as  lit^o  regard  for  the  laws  of 
Christian  warfare  as  for  those  of  civilized  costume' 

Other  soldiers,  more  sophisticated  as  to  apparel,  weto 
less  at  their  ea^e.  The  generous  Sidney  spent  Ml  his 
means,  and  loaded  himself  with  debt,  in  order  to  relieve 
the  neoeesitieti  of  the  poor  soldiers.  He  protoat«d  thlit 
if  the  (jUDun  would  not  pay  her  troops,  she  would  looe 
her  troops,  bat  tlmt  oo  living  man  should  say  the  &ult 
was  in  him.  "  \Vhat  relief  I  can  do  them  I  will,"  bo 
wrote  to  bis  fiithcr-iu-law ;  "  I  will  spare  no  ditngor,  if 
occasion  serves.  I  iim  Mire  that  no  creature  slinll  lay 
iujusdce  to  my  chaigo."  ' 

Very  soon  it  was  discovered  that  the  starving  (roops 
had  to  contend  not  only  with  the  Queen's  nigganllinou 
but  with  the  dishonesty  of  her  agcutn.  Treasurer 
Norris  waa  eonslantly  accinied  by  Leiocstcr  and  Sidney 
of  grom  peeulation.  Fivo  per  cent.,  according  to  Sir 
I'hilip,  WHS  lost  Ui  Iho  Zoeland  soldiers  in  nvery  poy* 
roont,  "  and  0<id  knoWM,"  ho  said,  "  they  want  no  aiioh 
hindnutou,  being  bcarc©  able  to  keep  life  with  their 
entire  pay.  Truly  it  la  bat  poor  incresKo  to  bur  Majw^, 
oonsidering  what  Iom  it  i«  to  the  uiMimblo  Kulaior." 
DiHcijiline  and  endumnco  were  snre  to  be  sacrificed,  ic 
iLo  end.  Ij3  suoh  short-sightod  oconomy.  "  When 
boldiura,"  said  Sidney.  "  grow  to  de>pair,  and  give  np 
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towitR,  then  it  is  too  late  to  hnj  witb  Imndred  thousands 
what  might  have  been  saved  with  a  trifle."  ' 

Thin  plain  dealing,  on  the  part  of  Sidney,  was  any- 
thing but  agreeable  to  the  Queen,  who  was  far  from 
feeling  regret  that  bia  high-soaring  expectations  had 
been  somewhat  blighted  in  the  Provinces.  He  often 
exprefisod  his  mortification  that  her  Uajesty  was  dis- 
posed to  interpret  eveiytbing  to  his  disadvantage.  "  I 
nnderstaitd,"  said  be,  "  that  I  am  called  ambitions  and 
Vory  proud  at  home,  but  certainly,  if  they  kneic  my 
';  they  would  not  altogether  so  judge  me."  *  Eliza- 
hftd  taken  part  with  Hoheiilo  i^ainst  Sir  Philip  in 
matter  of  the  Zeeland  regiment,  and  in  this  perhaps 
was  not  entirely  to  be  blamed.  But  she  inveighed 
<dleesly  against  his  ambitious  seeking  of  the  office, 
and — as  Walaingham  observed — "she  was  veiy  apt, 
npon  every  light  occasion,  to  find  fault  with  him." '  It 
is  probable  that  his  complaints  against  the  anny- 
inier,  and  bis  manful  defence  of  the  "  luiBerable 
more  than  counterbalanced,  in  the  Queen's 
ition,  his  chivalry  in  the  field. 
'evertbeless  he  had  now  the  satisfaction  of  having 
ed  an  important  city  in  Flanders ;  and  on  mibso- 
itly  joining  the  army  under  his  uncle,  ho  indulged 
hope  of  earning  still  greater  distinction. 
'U&rtin  Schenk  had  meanwhile  been  8«ccesafully 
iding  Rheinberg,  for  several  weeks,  against  Parma's 
t  It  was  necessary,  however,  that  Leicester,  not- 
itauding  the  impovoriBbed  condition  of  his  troops, 
Id  make  some  diversion,  while  his  formidable 
^  thus  carrying  all  before  bim. 

Be  assembled,  acoordincly,  in  the  month  of  AugU!:t. 
'  the  troops  that  could  be  brought  into  the  field,  and 
lewod  them,  with  much  ceremony,  in  the  neighbour- 
of  Amhoim.  Hia  army  barely  numbered  seven 
and  foot  and  two  tboiisand  horse,'  but  he  gave  out, 
eitensivcly,  tbat  he  hud  fourteen  thousand  under 
Mimmand,'  and  ha  was  moreover  expecting  a  force 
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of  three  tLonsand  reitera,  and  aa  many  pikomen  recently 
levied  in  Germany.  Lord  Essex  was  general  of  the 
cavalry.  Sir  William  Pelham  ' — a  diatinguifihed  soldier, 
who  had  recently  arrived  out  of  England,  after  the  most 
iirgent  Bolicitations  to  the  Oncen,  for  that  end,  by 
Leicester— was  lord-marshal  of  the  camp,  and  Sir  John 
Korris  waa  colonel -gen  oral  of  the  infantry. 

After  the  parade,  two  sermona  were  preaohod  upon 
the  hill-side  to  the  soldiers,  and  then  there  wasaoounoil 
of  war.  It  was  decided — notwithstanding  the  Earl's 
announcement  of  hia  intentions  to  attack  Parma  in  per- 
son—thut  the  condition  of  the  army  did  not  n-arront 
such  an  onterpriso.  It  was  thought  bettor  to  lay  siege 
to  Zutphen.  Thta  step,  if  Bucoeasful,  would  place  in 
the  power  of  the  republic  and  her  ally  a  city  of  great 
importance  and  strength.     In  every  event  the  attempt 


Leicester,  acoordiiigly,  with  "liis  bravo  troop  of  able 

and  likely  men  "' — five  thousand  of  the  infantry  being 

English* — advanced  aa   far  aa  Doosburg.      This  city, 

seated  at  the  confluence  of  the  ancient  canal  of  Smsua 

~  the  Ysael,  five  milee  ubove  Zutphon,  it  was  neceBsary, 

I  preliminary  measure,  to  secure.     It  was  sua,  Aug 

a  very  strong  place,  being  rather  aligbfly  iih  A-ja, 

tUed  with  brick,  and  with  a  foes  drawing      ""•• 

it  more  than  three  feet  of  water.'   By  the  30th  August 

it  had  been  completely  invested, 

On  the  same  uight,  at  ten  o'clock.  Sir  William  Pelham 

came  to  the  Earl  lo  tell  him  '■  what  beastly  pioneers  the 

itchmen  were."      Leicester  accordingly  det«miined, 

itwithstanding  the  lord-marshal's  entreaties,  to  proceed 

the  trenches  in  peraon.     There  being  but  iaint  light, 

__     two  lost  their  way,  and  soon  found  Uiemselves  nearly 

at  the  gate  of  the  town.     Hero,  while  groping  about  in 

the  dark,  and  trying  to  effect  their  retreat,  they  were 

sidnted  with  a  shot,  which  struck  Sir  \Villiam  in  the 

h.    For  an  instant,  thinking  himself  mortally  in- 

he  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  he  had  been 

in  the  commander-in-chief  and  the  blow,  and  made 

comfortable  and  resolute  speeches,"     Very  for- 

r,  however,  it  proved  that  the  marshal  was  not 

y  hurt,  and,  after  a  few  days,  he  was  about  his 

usual,  although  obliged — as  the  Earl  of  Leicester 

id  it — "  to  carry  a  bullet  in  his  beUy  as  long  as 

should  live."  * 

[er  Williams  too,  that  valiant  adventurer — '"  but  no 
valiant  than  wise,  and  worth  his  weight  in  gold,"' 
Ling  to  the  appreciative  Leicester— was  shot  through 
For  the  dare-devil  Welshman,  much  to  the 
ret.  persisted   in  running  up  and  down  the 
with  a  great  plume  of  feathers  in  his  gilt 
md  in  otherwise  making  a  very  oonspicuons 
himwif  "  within  point-blank  of  a  caliver.'' ' 
otwitlwtanding  these  mishaps,  however,  the  siege 
.nooeasfiilly  forwaid.     Upon  the  2nd  September 
irl  began  to  batter,  and  after  a  brisk  cannonade. 
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from  dawn   till  two  in  the  nfternonn,   he  bad  conai' 

Frtiiny,     dernblv  damaged  tlie  wall  in  two  places.     One 

i  srv-    of  the  brcachi-'B  was  eighty  feet  wiile,  the  other 

itm.      half  aa  lai^,  bnt  the  besiegeil  hud  irtufled  them 

full  of  beds.  111  ha,  logs  of  wood,  boards,  and  "  suoh  like 

trash,"  by  moiins  whereof  the  ascent  was  not  ao  wisy  aa 

it  aecmod.'     The  soldiers  were  exceseively  eager  for  the 

assault.     Sir  John  Norris  camo  to  Leicester  to  receive 

hii  orders  iu  to  the  command  of  the  attitcking  party, 

'ITie  Earl  referred  the  matter  to  him.     "  There  is  no 

man,"  answered  Sir  John,  "  fitter  for  that  purpose  than 

myifelf ;  for  I  am  colonel-general  of  the  infantry."  ' 

But  Leicester,  not  willing  to  indulge  eo  nnreaaonabla 
a  proposal,  replied  that  he  would  wwerve  him  for  serrico 
■if  leas  hazard  and  greater  irapOTtonco.  Norria  being,  as 
iiiraa),  "sfttia  prodiguB  magnoe  anima-,"*  was  out  of 
humour  at  tJie  refusal,  and  ascribed  it  to  the  Earl'e  per- 
Histont  hostility  to  him  and  his  family.  It  was  tJien 
nrraticml  that  the  aaaault  upon  the  principal  breach 
should  bo  led  by  younger  officcra,  to  be  supported  by 
Sir  John  and  other  veterans.  The  other  breach  waa 
Msigned  to  the  Dutch  and  Scotch^blackNorrisscowling 
at  them  the  while  with  jealous  eyes :  fearing  that  they 
miglit  Rat  the  start  of  the  English  party,  and  be  first  ta 
enter  the  town.'  A  party  of  noble  volunteers  clustered 
about  Sir  John— Lord  Bni^h,  Sir  Thomas  Cecil.  Sir 
I'hilip  Sidney,  and  his  brother  Robert  among  the  rest — 
most  impatient  for  the  signal.  The  raoe  was  obviously 
to  be  a  sharp  one.  The  governor- general  forbade  theas 
violent  dtvmonstintions.  but  I-ortl  Burgh.  "  in  a  most 
vehement  pawrion,  waived  the  eounlenuiuid,'"  and  hia 
insubordination  was  very  generally  imitated.  Buforo 
tho  signal  was  givim.  however,  Li;ioe»ter  sent  a  tmmpet 
-(WoLiiM  to  ■uramiin  the  town  to  surrender,  and  could 
"  '  with  difficulty   roHtrain   his  aoldiera   till  the 

answer  sh'iuld  bo  rotiimiHl.  To  the  universal  disapiuiut- 
niunt,  the  gnrrinon  nj^rcod  to  snrrendor.  Sorris  himself 
then  Hteppud  forwurd  to  the  breach,  and  cried  aloud  the 
terms,  lest  the  rotiiniing  herald,  who  hod  been  sent 
back  by  Leioestor,  ahould  offer  loo  favourable  a  capitu- 
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lation,'  Tt  wafl  arrarged  that  the  soldiers  should  retii-e 
wilhont  Anns,  with  white  wanda  in  their  hands — the 
iiScerareiQitiniDgprisoiters — and  that  the  biu^ore,  their 
livoa,  and  property,  ehonld  be  at  Leicester's  disposal.' 
The  Earl  gave  most  peremptory  orders  that  pen^une  and 
goods  should  be  respected,  but  his  conunands  were  dis- 
uheyed.  Sir  William  Stanley's  men  committed  frightful 
diHirdcrs,  and  thoroiighly  rifled  the  town." 

"  And  becaoso,"  said  Korris,  "  I  found  fault  herewith, 
Sir  WilliaiD  began  to  quarrel  with  tue,  halh  braved  me 

ttremely,  refueeth  to  take  any  direction  iroro  me,  and 

'hough  I  have  eought  for  redress,  yet  it  is  proceeded 

BO  coldly,  that  he  taketh  encouragement  ratiier  to  in- 

nae  the  quarrel  than  to  leave  it.''  * 
',.  Notwithstanding  therefore  the  decree  of  Leicester, 
"    espoatnlations  and  anger  of  Norris,  and  the  energetic 

forts  of  Lord  Essex  and  otlier  generals,  who  went 
'iftont  smiting  the  marauders  on  the  head,  the  soldiers 
iMiked  the  eity,  and  committed  various  disorders,  in 

ate  of  the  capitulation.' 

Dooebtirg  having  been  thus  reduced,  the  Earl  now 
'^d  toward  the  more  important  city  which  he  had 
ned  to  besiege.  Zutphen,  or  SoulJi-Feu,  an 
_ae  town  of  wealth  and  elegance,  waa  the  capital  of 
old  Landgraves  of  Zutphen.  It  b  situate  on  the 
light  bank  of  the  Yssel,  that  branch  of  the  Rhine  which 
flows  between  Gelderland  and  Oveiyssel  into  the  Zuyder 
Zee. 

The  ancient  river,  broad,  deep,  and  languid,  glides 

through  a  plain  of  almost  boundless  extent,  till  it  loses 

""'  elf  in  the  flat  and  misty  horizon.     On  the  other  side 

the  etream,  in  the  diatrict  called  the  Veluwe,'  or  bad 

tmnipTl  dumld  oBer  Ion    }HI.  C^.  P.  Offlu  MS.)  CDmpin  HmH 
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meiidow,  were  throe  aconees,  one  of  them  of  remarkftblo 
strengtli.  An  island  between  the  city  and  the  slioro  wm 
likewise  well  fortiiied.  On  the  landward  aide  the  town 
was  prgtected  by  a  wall  nnd  mout  sufficiently  stroug  in 
those  infant  days  of  artilleir.  Near  the  hospital-gitte, 
on  the  ea>it.  was  an  oitorntu  fortress  guarding  the  road 
to  Warnsfeld.  Tkiawas  u  small  villa^,  with  a  solitary 
oleiidor  church-spire,  shouting  up  above  a  cluster  of 
neat  une-stoiied  housea.  It  was  about  an  English  mile 
from  Zutphen,  in  the  midflt  of  a  wide,  low,  somewhat 
fenny  pla.in,  which,  in  winter,  became  so  completely  » 
lake,  that  peasants  were  not  unfrequently  drowned  in 
attempting  to  pass  from  the  city  to  the  village.  In  sum- 
mer, the  vague  expanse  of  country  was  fertile  and  oheorftil 
of  aspect.  Long  rows  of  poplars  marking  the  straight 
highways,  clumps  of  pollard  willows  scaltercd  around 
the  little  meres,  snug  farm-houses,  with  kitchen-gardona 
and  brilliant  flower-patches  dotting  the  level  plain, 
verdaat  pastures  sweeping  off  into  seemingly  infinite 
distance,  where  the  innumerablo  cattle  scorned  lo  awarm 
liko  i&scels.  windmills  swinging  tht^ir  arms  in  all 
dirootions.  liko  protective  giants,  to  save  the  country 
from  inundation,  the  l^ging  sail  of  market-boats  slilning 
through  rows  of  orchard  trees — all  gave  to  the  onvirona 
of  Zutphen  a  traiii^uil  and  domestic  charm. 

Deventer  and  Kampen,  the  two  other  places  on  the 
river,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Slates/  It  was,  there- 
fore, desirable  for  tho  English  and  the  patriots,  by 
mining  posaewion  of  Zutphen,  to  oblnin  control  of  the 
Ywol ;  driven,  as  they  had  been,  from  the  Meuso  and 
Rhine. 

Sir  John  Norris,  by  Leioestor's  direction,  took  nosaea- 
sion  of  a  small  rising-ground,  called  "  tiibliut  Hill,"  on 
ths  Und-side,  where  he  estAblished  a  fortified  camj),  and 
proceeded  to  invest  the  citj-.  With  him  wore  Count 
Lovris  William  of  Nassau,  and  Sir  I'hilip  Sidney,  while 
the  Earl  tiinwelf,  cnuuiiiiK  the  Yssrl  on  u  bridge  of  lioato 
which  ho  had  c<imitruoU.M],  reserved  for  himself  iho  ro- 
dootiou  of  ihe  forts  upon  tho  Velnwo  side. 

Parneso,  mmntiroe.  was  nut  idle  ;  and  I.oicextvr's  cal- 
enUtionN  pravud  uurrect.  So  soon  an  tliu  I'nnce  was 
informed  of  this  important  dcaionatration  of  iho  enemy 
he  broke  up— after  brief  debate  with  his  offioeTB — hu 
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camp  befiire  lihemberg,  and  came  to  Weeel.'     At  tbia 
place  lis  built  a  bridge  over  the  Kliiiie,  and  fortified  it 
with  two  block-hoiiseB.     Thonu  he  placed  under  com- 
mand  of  C]*iide  Berlot,  who  was  ordered  to  wat«h  strictly 
all  crimmmiieation  up  the  river  with  the  city  of  Ehein- 
berg,  which  he  thus  kept  in  a  partiallj  bcleuguorud 
stjite-      Alexander  then  advanced  rapidly  by  way  uf 
.  .^Toll  and  Burik,  both  which  places  ho  look  poBsessioa 
V'tt  to  the  noighbourbood  of  Zutphen.    He  vaa  deter 
E;|j|g]Bed,  at  every  hazard,  to  relieve  that  important  city ; 
~  d  &lthongh,  after  leaving  ueccsBary  detachmeuta  on 
a  vray,  he  had  but  fivo  ihotisand  men  under  hie  com- 
I  Bund,  beeides  fifteen  hundred  under  Venlugo — making 
''  iQr-five  hundred  in  all — he  had  decided  that  tho  neco«' 
Y  of  the  case,  and  his  own  honour,  required  hirn  to 
sk  the  enemy,  and  to  leave,  as  he  xaid,  the  i^eue  with 
B  God  of  battlea.  whose  cause  it  wa«.' 
t  Tuaie,  lieutenant-governor  of  Golderland,  was  ordered 
"o  the  city  with  two  comets  of  horse  and  nix.  hundred 
As  large  a  number  had  already  been  stAtioned 
Vftrdugo,  who  had  been  awaiting  the  arrival  of 
6  Prince  at  Borkelo,  a  dozen  milcii  from  Zutphen,  with 
IT  hundred  foot  and  two  hundred  horse,  now  likewise 
tared  the  city.* 
P  On  the  night  of  20th  AugiiBt  (St.  Nov.)  Alexander 
»e!f  entered  Zutphen,  for  the  purpose  of  enoouraging 
rrisou  by  promieee  of  relief,  and  of  ascer-  jub  Am. 
5  the  position  of  the  enemy  by  personal      '^* 
ration.     His  presence,  as  it  alwayx  did,  inspired 
I  eoldiers  with  enthusiasm,  so  that  they  could  with 
Scolty  be  restrained  from  rushing  forth  to  assault  the 
.*  In  regard  to  the  enemy,  he  found  that  Gibbet 
still  occupied  by  Sir  John  Norria,  "  the  bc»t 
ji  his  opinion,  that  they  had," '  who  had  ca- 
shed himself  very  strongly,  and  was  supposed  io 
e  thirty-five  hundred  men  under  his  command.    His 
intion  seemed  quite   impregnable,      I'he  rest  of  the 
^liah  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  Alex- 
r  observed,  with  satisfaction,  that  they  had  aban- 
d  a  small  redoubt,  near  the  leper-house,  outside  the 

It.  Ml.  ■  Cbtd.    OjrapuE  Stn»lii.ll.tiI,W«. 
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Loor-Gato,  thrcnigli  which  the  reinforcemetits  must  enter 
tho  city.  The  Vrinco  determined  to  profit  by  this  inia- 
talce,  and  to  seize  the  opportimit^  tliUB  afforded  of  sending 
thoao  niuch-neoded  supplies.  During  the  nigh(  the 
enemy  were  fonnd  to  be  throwing  up  works  "  mont  fn- 
rioualy,"  '  and  ekirmiehing  parties  were  eent  out  of  the 
town  to  nnnoy  them.  In  the  darkness  nothing  of  conse- 
quence was  effected,  bnt  a  Scotch  officer  was  captnred, 
who  informed  the  Spanish  commander  that  tho  enemy 
was  fifteen  ihoQsand  strong — a  number  which  was  nearly 
double  that  of  Leicester's  actnal  force.  In  Ihe  morning 
Alexander  returned  to  his  camp  at  Berkelo — leaving 
TasKis  in  command  of  the  Veluwe  Forte,  and  Verdn^ 
in  the  city  iteelf — and  he  at  once  made  rapid  work  in 
collecting  victuals.  He  had  twon  wheat  and  other  eup- 
plies  in  readiness,  sufficient  to  feed  four  tlioueand  months 
for  three  months,  and  these  he  determined  to  send  into 
the  city  immediately,  and  at  every  hazard. 

The  great  convoy  which  was  now  to  be  dis]>atched 
required  great  care  and  a  powerful  escort.  Twenty-fivo 
htiiidred  musketeers  and  pikemen,  of  whom  one  thoB- 
Bftnd  were  Spaniards,  and  six  hundred  cavalry.  Epimtes, 
I  OH..  X*.  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  under  Hannibal  Qon- 
<"*•  zaga,  George  Crescia,  Bcntivoglio,  tieaa.  and 
othera,  wore  accordingly  detailed  for  this  expedition.* 
The  Sfarqnts  del  Vaato,  to  whom  was  entrusted  the  chief 
command,  was  ordered  to  march  from  Berkelo  at  mid- 
night i>n  Wednesday,  October  1  (St  Nov.).  It  was  cml- 
onlatcd  that  be  would  reach  a  certain  hillock  not  far 
from  AVarnsfold  liy  dawn  of  day.  Here  he  was  1o  pnnso, 
and  send  forward  an  officer  towards  the  town,  eominiuii- 
eating  his  arrival,  and  requesting  the  cooiXMstion  of 
Venliigo,  who  was  to  make  a  sortie  with  one  thousand 
men,  according  to  Alexander's  previous  arrange' wenta. 
Ttie  plan  was  sucoesKfully  earned  out.  llie  ilarqnia 
arrived  liv  daybreak  at  the  ejwt  indicated,  and  dispatched 
Captain  de  Vega,  who  contrived  to  send  intelligrmin  of 
tho  faot  A  trooper,  whom  Parmn  Iiail  hiuiBelf  sent  to 
Vordugo  with  earlier  information  of  tho  movement,  had 

■  ram*   u  t^lllp.  -■  furli.''    M,    dm  tn«  imOirt.     tflnwirt   4t«lin< 
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be«n  captured  on  the  way.  Leiceater  haJ,  therefore, 
li«eD  apprized,  at  au  early  moment,  of  the  Piinco'a  iu- 
teutions,  but  he  wad  not  aware  that  the  convay  would 
lie  accoupauied  bj  so  strung  a  force  tis  litid  ro^y  been 
dutuiled. 

Ho  had  aocordingly  ordered  Sir  John  Norris,  who 
commundod  on  the  outside  of  the  town  near  the  road 
which  the  Spaniardfi  mnitt  traverse,  to  place  an  ambus- 
cade in  his  way.  Sir  John,  always  ready  for  adventu- 
rou8  euterpriseH,  took  a  body  of  two  hundred  cavalry, 
all  picked  men,  and  ordered  Sir  William  Stanley,  wilh 
three  hundred  pikemen,  to  follow,  A  much  stronger 
force  of  infantry  was  held  in  reserve  and  readiness,  but 
it  was  not  thought  that  it  would  be  required.  The  rtti 
huBC^e  was  successfully  placed,  before  the  dawn  of 
Thursday  morning,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  ocl^kj. 
Wamafeld  church.  On  the  other  band,  the  "*'■' 
Sail  of  Leicester  hifflself,  anxious  as  to  the  result,  came 
acroee  the  river  just  at  daybreak.  He  was  accompanied 
by  the  chief  gentlemen  in  hia  camp,  who  could  never  bo 
restrained  when  blows  were  passing  current. 

The  business  that  morning  was  a  commonplace  and 
practical,  though  an  important,  one — to  "  impeach  "  a 
ouRTuy  of  wheat  and  barley,  butter,  cheese,  and  beef — 
hut  the  names  of  those  noble  and  knightly  volunteers, 
&miliar  throughout  Christendom,  sound  like  the  roll- 
oall  for  wmie  chivalrous  toamament.  There  were  Essex 
and  Andley,  Stanley,  Pelham,  liuseell,  both  the  Sidneys, 
wH  the  Norrises,  men  whose  valour  had  been  proved  on 

my  a  hard-fought  batlle-fiold.  There,  too,  was  the 
mta  hero  of  Biitish  ballail.  whose  name  was  so  often 
ing  on  the  plains  of  the  Netherlands — 

-■ITw  fermva  Lord  WlUongtibjr. 


f  Btich  volunteers  as  these  sat  on  horseback  that 
J  around   the  stately    Earl    of    Leicester.     It 

med  an  incredible  extravagance  to  send  a  handful  of 

b  heroeii  against  on  army. 
But  the  English  commander-in-chief  had  been  listen- 
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ing  to  the  insidioTia  tongue  of  Roland  York— that  bold, 
plausible,  nnscrnpnlons  partisan,  already  twice  a  rene- 
gade, of  whom  more  was  ore  long  to  be  heard  in  tbo 
NetherlandH  and  England.  Of  the  man's  courage  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  and  be  waa  about  lo  fight  tbat  mora- 
iug  in  the  front  rank  at  the  head  of  hia  company.  But 
he  had  for  some  mystorions  reason,  been  bent  upon  per- 
suading the  Earl  that  the  Spaniards  were  no  match  for 
Englishmen  at  a  hand-to-hand  contest.  When  they  conld 
ride  freely  up  and  down,  he  said,  and  used  their  lanoes 
as  tbey  liked,  they  were  formidable.  But  the  Bnglish 
wore  Btronger  men,  better  riders,  better  mounted,  and 
butter  armed.  The  Spaniards  hated  helmets  and  proof 
armour,  while  the  English  trooper,  in  caaqne.  cuirasB, 
and  greaves,  was  a  living  fortrene,  impregnable  to  Spaniah 
or  Italian  Jight  horsemen.  And  Leicester  seemed  almost 
convinced  by  his  reasoning.' 

It  was  five  o'clock  of  a  chill  autimiu  morning.    It  was 
time  for  day  to  break,  bnt  the  fog  wea  so  thick  that » 

OcL  nid.  man  &t  the  distance  of  five  yards  was  quite 
i»9".  invisible.  The  creating  of  wnggon-wheelsa&d 
the  measured  tramp  of  noldicrti  aoon  became  &intljr 
audible,  however,  to  Sir  John  Norria  and  his  five  bna- 
dred  as  they  sat  there  in  the  misL  Presently  cam« 
galloping  forward  in  hot  haeitc  those  nobles  and  gentJd- 
luen.  witli  their  esquires,  fifty  men  in  all — Sidney, 
WiltouKliby,  and  the  reat^whom  Leicester  had  no 
longer  Iwen  able  to  restriun  from  taking  part  in  the 
adventure. 

A  force  of  infantry,  the  amoiint  of  which  cannot  be 

jlfactiirily  ascertained,  had  been  ordered  by  the  Earl 
H  tlie  bridge  at  a  later  moment.     Sidney's  eoniet 
u)  then  in  Uevonter,  to  which  place  it  hui 
i  Nont  in  order  to  asi-ist  in  queUing  an  anticipated 
nTult.  so  thai  he  cnmo  tike  must  of  his  companions,  as  a 
private  vehmtei-r  and  knight-emnt. 

'Vho  urival  of  the  expected  convoy  was  soon  mora 

'  tltfi.  •.  (t,  El.     (lor,  a  110,  HI.    wim  it  Ao-TMI  Uw  KpnM  1^  tb« 
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fetinctly  heard,  but  no  ecoiits  or  outposts  had  been 
Biatioiied  to  give  timely  notice  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments.' Suddenly  the  fog,  wbicli  had  shrouded  the 
tLitae  ao  closely,  rolled  away  like  a  curtain,  and  in  the 
full  light  of  an  October  morning  the  Englishmen  found 
thetneelves  face  to  face  with  a  compact  bodv  of  more 
than  three  thousand  men.  The  Marquis  del  Vasto  rodo 
lit  the  head  of  the  force,  surrounded  by  a  band  of  mounted 
Lirqnebus  men.  The  cavalry,  under  the  famous  Epirote 
chief  (leorge  Creseia,  Hannibal  Gonzaga,  Bentivoglio, 
Siaa,  Conti.  and  other  distinguished  commanders, 
fallowed ;  the  columns  of  pikemen  and  muskoteers 
lined  the  hedgerows  on  both  sides  the  causeway; 
while  between  them  the  long  train  of  waggons  came 
alowly  aJ<mg  under  their  protection.*  The  whole  force 
had  got  in  motion  after  having  eent  notice  of  their 
arrival  to  Verdugo,  who,  with  one  or  two  thousand  men, 
was  expected  to  sally  forth  almost  immediately  from  the 
city-gate. 

There  was  but  brief  time  for  deliberation.     Notwith- 
standing the  tremendous  odds  there  was  no  thought  of 
retreat.     Black  Norris  called  to  Sir  William  Stanley, 
^^k  whom    he   had  been    at  variance    so  lately  at 

^K,  if  nei 


lere  hath  been  ill-blood  between  us,"  ho  said, 
t  be  friends  together  this  day,  and  die  side  by 
I,  if  need  be,  in  her  Majesty's  cauae." 
"  If  you  see  me  not  servo  my  prince  with  faithftil 
coQi&ge  now,"  replied  Stanley,  "  account  mo  for  ever  a 
goward.     Living  or  dying  I  will  stand  or  lie  by  you  in 

)  speaking  these  words  the  young  Earl 
;  general  of  the  horse,  cried  to  his  handful  of 

Jlow  me,  good  fellows,  for  the  hononr  of  England 
if  England's  Queen !"' 

he  spoke  he  dji-'hed,  lance  in  rest,  upon  the  enemy's 

ry.  overtlircw  tlio  foremost  man,  horse  and  rider, 

I  his  own  spear  to  splinters,  and  then,  swinging 

el-axe,  rode  merrily  forward.*    His  whole  littls 
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troop,  ootnpaut  as  au  ftrrow-head,  flew  witi  bh  irreeUtiUa 
»hoclc  ngaiimt  ihe  op|)(iHing  columuN,  piercti'd  clean 
tUruu^  tltoiu,  and  scattei'ed  ilium  in  hU  diTeolious.  At 
tbo  very  first  charge  one  hundred  Eugliiih  hoiKemen 
drove  tho  Spanish  aud  Albauiau  cavalry  buck  upon  Ibe 
mosketeera  aud  pikeiaen.  \\  heeling  with  rapidity, 
they  retired  before  a  volley  of  miiskt't-Mhot,  by  which 
many  Lortiea  and  a  few  riders  were  killed,  aud  then 
formed  again  to  renew  the  ailut-'k.  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
on  coming  to  the  field,  having  met  Sir  William  I'olham, 
the  veteran  lord  mai-fihal,  lightly  armed,  hod  wilk 
chivalrous  extravagance  thrown  o£f  his  own  cnisbMi 
and  now  rodo  to  the  battle  wilh  no  armour  tut  hM 
cuirass.*  At  the  aecond  choixc  his  horse  was  shot  nodsV 
him,  but,  monnling  another,  be  was  Been  everywhere  la 
the  thick  of  the  fight,  behaving  himself  with  a  gallantry 
which  extorted  admiration  even  from  the  enemy. 

For  the  hattJe  was  a  series  of  personal  encounters  in 
which  high  officers  were  doing  the  work  of  privats 
soldiers.  Lord  North,  who  had  been  lying '■bod-rid" 
with  a  mufiket-tihut  in  the  leg.  had  got  himself  put  on 
horseback,  and  "  with  one  bout  on  and  one  boot  off','* 
bore  himself  "  most  lustily  "  tlirough  the  whole  aflUr.* 
'•  I  dcKirc  that  her  Majesty  may  know,"  he  said,  "  that 
I  live  but  to  serve  her.  A  better  barony  thau  I  have 
oould  nt'thire  the  Lord  North  to  live  on  meaner  tenns."* 
Sir  \\'illiai[i  HiiBscl  laid  about  him  with  hia  curtel-axe  to 
su(!h  purpose  that  the  Spaniards  pronounced  him  a  dcTll 
and  not  a  man.  '"  Wherever."  said  an  eye-witness,  "Iw 
saw  five  or  nix  of  the  enemy  together,  thither  would  h*  [ 
and  with  his  luLrd  knocks  soon  scpikrated  Iheir  firiend- 
«hip."'  Lord  Willoughby  encountered  George  TrMoia, 
general  of  the  famed  Albanian  cavalry,  nnhoKod  him  nt 
tlie  first  ithock,'  aud  rolled  him  into  the  ditch.  ■■  I  yMi 
mo  thy  prixonor,"  called  cmt  the  Epirote  in  French. "  for 
thou  art  ^prtux  ohtiit^itr ;"  while  WiUonghby,  tmotinf; 
to  his  captive's  word,  galloped  onward,  and  with  him 
lbs  rest  of  the  little  troop,  till  they  aucmed  ewalluwud 

MdDtr.a  II,  a.  («■  i".  onv  tin.) 
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f  by  the  superior  nnmbera  of  the  enemy.  {Tie  horse 
B  shot  under  him.  bin  btuwes  were  torn  from  hiii  logs. 
.  d  he  was  nearly  taken  a  prisoner,  but  Touglt  Kia  wny 
back  with  incredible  elrength  and  good  fomine.  Sir 
William  Stanley's  horse  had  seven  bullets  in  him,  bni 
hore  his  rider  unhurt  to  the  end  of  the  buttle.  Leicealor 
dficlari'd  Sir  William  and  "oldlieado"  to  be  "worth 
H^faeir  weight  in  peurl." 

^Ht^MBuibal  Gonz^a,  leader  of  Iho  Spanish  caralr]',  fi>ll 

^^NUHsUy  wounded.'    llie  Mai-qnis  dul  Vasto,  comroandor 

I      rftJiB«J[pedition,nearlymet  the  samefete.    AnEngHsh- 

man  wax  just  cleaving  hiu  head  with  a  battle-axe,  when 

s  Spaniard  transfixed  the  soldier  with  his  pike."     The 

m«6t  obstinate  frtruggle  took  place  about  tJio  train  of 

waggons.     The  teamsters  had  fled  in  the  beginning  of 

tLo    Kctiou,    but    the    English    and    Spanisli    soldiers, 

"^^^fS^og  with  the  horses,  and  pulling  them  forward 

and  backward,  tried  in  vain  to  get  exclusive  posFossiou 

i'-t(  tbs  conroy  which  was  tlie  cause  of  the  action.*    The 

'■  at  last  forced  tlieir  way  slowly  nearer  and  uourcr 

>  town,  while  the  combat  still  went  on,  %varni  as 

BT,  between  the  hostile  squiulrona.     The  action  lasted 

'  Ha  hour  and  a  hulf,  and  again  and  again  the  Spanish 

honsemeii  wavered  and  broke  before  the  handful    of 

Eof^liali,    and  foil   back   upon   thoir  musketeers.      Sir 

Phjiip  f>idnt?y,  in  the  last  chai^o,  rode  quite  tlu'ougli 

iho  enemy's  iank«  till  he  came  upon  their  entrenchmonlH. 

whun  a  niiiskut-ball  from  the  camp  struck  him  upon  the 

thij^h,  three  inches  above  the  knee.    Although  despe- 

ntely   wounded  in    a  part  which  should  have  betin 

ilacted  by  the  cuiiihes  which  he  had  thrown  aside,  bo 

t  not  inclined  to  leave  the  field  :  but  his  own  horse 

a  ahot  under  him  at  the  beginning  of  the  action. 

J  th«  on*  upon  which  he  was  now  mounted  becaran 

I  native  for  him,  thus  crippled,  to  control.     He  turned 

potantly  away,  and  rode  a  mile  and  a  half  back  to  the 
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euti'cuchiitcnU.  a^ufloriug  eKtreme  pain,  for  lik  leg  vna 
dreadfully  shattered.  Ab  be  puaeed  .ulung  the  lidgu  uf  the 
buttle-fieid  hiii  attuuduDts  brought  him  a  botilo  of  water 
to  quench  his  rngitig  thirst.  At  that  mgmeDt  a  wounded 
Engliah  soldier,  "  who  kail  t^ten  his  last  at  the  umo 
feaMt,"  looked  up  wistfully  iii  his  face,  when  Sidney 
instantly  handed  bint  the  flask,  exclaiming,  "Thy 
necesaity  is  even  greater  than  mine."'  He  then  pledged 
bis  dying  comrade  in  u  draught,  and  was  soon  afterwuda 
met  by  his  nncle.  "  Oh,  rhiJip,"  cried  Ijeicosler,  in 
despair,  "  I  am  truly  grieved  to  see  tbco  in  this  pli^t." 
But  Sidney  oomfurted  bim  with  manfiil  words,  and 
asenred  bim  that  death  was  sweet  in  the  cause  of  bia 
Qaeen  and  country.  tSir  William  Russell,  too,  all  blood- 
Htaincd  from  the  fight,  threw  his  anna  around  his  friend, 
wept  like  a  child,  and,  kissing  his  band,  exelaimcd, 
'-  Ob !  noble  Sir  Philip,  sever  did  man  attain  hurt  bo 
honourably  or  serve  so  valiantly  as  you." '  Sir  WilliuB 
Pelham  declared  "  that  Sidney's  noble  courage  in  th6 
face  of  our  enoraies  had  won  him  a  name  of  cuutintiing 
honour."  * 

Tbe  wounded  gentleman  was  borne  back  t"j  the  oamp, 
and  thenco  in  a  barge  to  Arnhcim.  The  fight  was  over, 
yir  John  Norria  bade  Lord  Leicester  "  be  merry,  for," 
suid  be,  "you  have  had  the  bonourablestday.  A  hand- 
ful of  men  has  driven  the  enemy  three  times  to  retreat,"* 
Hut,  in  truth,  it  was  now  time  for  the  English  to  retire 
in  Ibeir  turn  Their  rc«>^^•o  neverarrivo^  The  wholv 
force  engaged  against  tbe  thirty-live  hundred  Spaniards 
had  never  exceeded  two  hundred  and  fifty  horse  and 
three  hundred  foot,  and  of  this  muubor  the  chief  work 
bad  been  done  by  the  fifty  or  sixty  voluutocra  and  their 
fuUuwcrs.*  The  heroism  which  hnd  boon  displayed  was 
fiTiitlcsH,  csotpt  as  a  proof— and  so  Leiccstor  wroto  to 
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the  Pfilatino  John  CaBimir— "  that  Spaniards  wore  not 
invincible."'  Two  tlionsand  men  now  sallied  frnm  tho 
Luor-Gote,  under  Verdiigo  and  Tussia,'  to  join  the  force 
nndor  Vasto,  and  the  Eoglish  were  fornud  to  retreat. 
The  whole  convoy  was  then  carried  into  tho  city,  and 
tho  i^paniarda  remained  maHtera  of  tho  Held.* 

'riiirteen  troopers  and  twenty-two  foot-aoldiers.  npon 
tho  English  sidu,  were  killed.  The  enemy  lost  perhaps 
twii  hniidred  men.  They  were  thrico  turned  scpt.  21 
from  their  position,  and  thrice  rooted,  but  OciTT' 
iliey  succeeded  at  last  in  thoir  attempt  to  carry  '"'■ 
iheir  convoy  into  Zntphen.  Upon  that  day  and  tho 
mtcc«eding  ones  the  town  was  completely  victualled. 
Verj-  little,  therefore,  save  honour  waa  gained  by  tho 
dixplay  of  English  valour  against  overwhelming  numbers 
— five  hundred  againt^t  near  four  thousand.  Kever  in 
the  whole  conrse  of  the  war  had  there  been  such  fight- 
ing, for  the  troops  npon  both  eides  were  picked  meii  and 
T*t*rani!,  For  a  long  time  afterwards  it  was  the  custom 
of  Spaniards  and  Nethcrlanders,  in  charoclei  Lsing  a 
h»rdly-ounteated  action,  to  call  it  as  warm  as  the  fight 
At  Zutphen.' 
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"  I  thiut  T  may  call  it,"  said  Leicester, "  the  most 
notable  encounter  that  hath  been  in  our  age,  aad  it 
ivill  remain  to  our  posterity  famotis."' 

Xevertheleae  it  is  probable  that  the  encounter  would 
Unve  been  forgotten  by  posterity  but  for  thu  mekncholj 
cloae  upon  that  field  to  Sidney's  bright  career.  And 
perhaps  the  Queen  of  England  hud  as  much  reason  to 
tilash  for  the  inoompclency  of  her  gencrul  and  favourita 
iw  to  be  proud  of  the  heroism  displayed  by  her  officers 
mid  soldiers. 

"  There  were  too  many  indeed  at  this  skirmish  of  thft 
butter  sort,"  said  Leifester ;  "  only  a  two  hundred  anil. 
liRy  hortte,  and  most  of  them  the  beet  of  this  camp,  and 
fMtCfjrei  to  me.  I  van  offended  when  I  knew  it,  but 
(\>uld  not  fetch  them  back ;  but  since  they  all  so  well 
i-scaped  (save  my  dear  nephew),  I  would  not  for  ten 
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have  all  won  that  honour  they  have.  Tour  Lordship 
never  beard  of  euch  dosporato  cbargoB  as  they  gave  upon 
the  enemies  in  the  face  of  their  muakets."' 

Ho  described  Sidney's  wound  aa  "  very  dangerous,  the 

bone  being  broken  in  pieces ;"  but  said  ^at  llie  Burgeons 

wen?  in  gSod  hope.     "  I  pray  God  to  save  hia  life,"  said 

tlift  EaH,  "  and  I  care  not  how  lunie  he  be."     Sir  Philip 

WHS  carried  to  Amheim,  whore  tlie  btst  enrgeons  were 

imrucdialely  in  ftttendance  npon  him.     Ue  subniitt^d  to 

Uivir  uxaminatiou  and  the  pain  which  they  inflicted, 

with  great  cheerfulneBa,  although  himself  persuaded 

'  "wt  his  wound  was  mortal.     For  many  days  the  result 

s  doubtful,  and  tfioasages  were  sent  day  by  day  to 

kgtiind  that  ho  waa  couvaleacent — intelligence  which 

«  hftilcd  by  the  Queen  and   people  as  a  matter  not 

privftte  but  of  public  rejoicing.     He  8oon  began  to 

,  however.     Count  Hohenio  was  badly  wounded  i\ 

w  days  later  before  the  great  fort  of  Zutphon.    A 

iket-ball  entered  his  month,  and  passed  through  hie 

,  carrying  oif  a  jewel  which  hung  in   hifl   ear.' 

pt withstanding  hitt  own  critical   condition,  however, 

bbenio  sent  his  Hurgeon,  Adrian  van  den  Spiegel,  a 

'  II  of  great  skill,  to  wait  upon  Sit  Philip,'  but  Adrian 

n  felt  that  the  case  was  hopeless.     Meantime  fever 

1  gangrene  attacked  tbo  Coimt  himself;  and  those  in 

tendance  upon  him,  fearing  for  hia  life,  sent  for  Lis 

veon.     Leicester  refused  to  allow  Adrian  to  depart, 

iHobenlo  very  generously  aoquiesoiug  in  the  decree, 

t  aleo  requiring  the  surgeon's  personal  care,  caused 

Bsolfto  be  transported  in  a  litter  to  Amheim.' 

PBidney  was  first  to  reoogniae  the  syraptoras  of  morti- 

which   made   a  fatal   result   inevitable.     Hia 

our  during  his  sickness  and  upon  his  death-bed 

I  as  beautiful  as  his  life.     He  discoursed  with  his 

I   concerning  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  coni- 

j  the  doctrines   of  Plato  and   of  other  ancient 

idloeophers.  whose  writings  were  so  famrlar  to  him, 

pth  the  rcvelalions  of  Scripture  and  with  the  dictates 

t  nutonl  religion.     He  mode  his  will  with  miuuto  and 

lUii  provisions,  leaving  bequests,  remembrances. 
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Hud  rings,  to  all  his  fiiends.  Then  he  indulged  hinutelf 
with  musia,  and  listened  particnlarlj  to  a  strange  Bong 
which  he  liod  himself  composed  during  hie  illneiw,  and 
which  he  had  entitled  '  La  Cuisae  rompue.'  He  took 
loave  uf  the  friendn  arouud  him  with  perfect  calmness, 
aayiiig  to  his  brother  Robert,  "Love  my  memory. 
Cherish  my  friends.  Above  all,  govern  your  will  and 
affections  by  the  will  and  word  of  your  Creator;  in  ms 
beholding  IJie  end  of  tbia  world  with  all  her  vamtieR." 
And  thus  this  gentle  and  heroic  spirit  took  ita  flight 
Panna,  after  thoroughly  victualling  Zutphen,  tamed 
his  attention  to  the  Gorman  levies  which  Leicester  was 
uxpecting  under  the  care  of  Coiftit  Meurs.  "  If  th« 
enemy  in  reinforced  by  these  six  thousand  fresh  troone," 
bAid  Alexander,  "■  it  will  make  him  master  of  the  field,"  • 
And  well  he  might  hold  this  opinion,  for,  in  the  moagro 
Htate  of  both  the  Spanish  and  the  liberating  armies,  the 
nildition  of  lliree  thousand  fresh  reit«rs  and  as  many 
infautrj-  would  be  enough  to  turn  tlio  scale.  The  Duke 
uf  I'annn— for,  since  the  recent  death  of  his  father, 
Fumtue  bad  siioceeded  to  his  title ' — determined  in  ]>er- 
ndn  to  seek  the  German  tro()pa,  and  to  destroy  them  if 
piissihle.  But  they  never  gave  him  the  ohanee.*  Their 
miuater-plaoe  was  Bremen,  but  when  they  board  that 
the  tori'iblo  "  ilolnfcmcBe  "  was  in  pumit  of  them,  tnd 
tlint  the  oommcnei'niunt   of  their  sorvioo  would  bo  h 

Eitchud  battle  vrilh  his  Spaniards  and  Italians,  th»y 
roke  up  and  scattered  about  the  country.*  Soon  nftei^ 
wards  Ihe  Duke  tried  another  method  of  offeclually' 
iIIsiiorRing  them,  in  case  they  Htill  retained  a  with  u> 
l^lnl  ibi'ir  eugugeuii-'nt  with  Lcieeeter.  He  sent  a  mcM- 
Mtneer  to  treat  with  them,  and  in  eonsoqueuee  two  of 
their  '•  rittmeisteni "  paid  him  a  viiiit.  lie  offeiiHl  to 
givu  tliem  higher  pay,  and  "  ready  nionny  in  nlacv  of 
tricks  md  promises."  The  meroenary  heruiM  liolcned 
very  favourably   to  his  propouls,  although  they  hail 
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tiitady  received — 'besideB  the  tricks  and  promisea — 
at  least  one  hundred  thouBond  florins  out  of  the  States' 
treaamy.' 

After  proceeding  thus  far  in  the  negotiation,  however, 
Fanna  concluded,  as  the  season  was  so  far  advanced. 
tliat  it  was  eufBcient  to  have  dispersed  them,  and  to 
Iiave  deprived  the  Et^lieh  and  patriots  of  their  eer- 
viees-  So  he  gave  the  two  majors  a  gold  chain  a-piece, 
and  they  went  their  way  thoroughly  satisfied.  "  1  have 
pDt  tbem  away  from  the  enemy  for  this  year,"  said  Alex- 

'er;  "aiid  this  I  hold  to  be  one  of  ihe  best  Bervices 
t  has  been  rendered  for  many  a  long  day  to  yonr 
laJMty." ' 
L  Daring  tlie  period  which    intervened  between   Ihe 

'ion  at  Wamsfeld  and  the  death  of  Sidney,  the  fliege- 
rsliuna  before  Zutphcn  had  been  condnuod.  The 
ply,  strongly  garrisoned  and  well  supplied  with  provi- 
|(Uia,  SB  it  had  been  by  Parma's  care,  remained  impreg- 
iftble :  but  the  sconces  beyond  the  river  and  upon  the 
islaod  fell  into  Leiceeier's  hands.'     The  great  fortreaa 


56  THK  USITED  SETHERLiNTlS.  Cuw.  Dt. 

which  commnndcd  the  Veluwe,  and  wliieli  was  strong 
<;DDUt;h  to  liuve  reaeted  Count  llohoilo  on  a  former 
o«;a>-ion  for  nearly  a  whole  year,  wim  iho  sefnp  of  much 
hard  fighting.  It  was  gained  at  last  by  the  inguBl  vaJonr 
of  Edward  Stanley,  lientenant  lo  Sir  AViUiam.  That 
officer,  at  tho  commencement  of  an  assault  upon  a  not 
very  practicable  breach,  eprang  at  the  long  pike  of  » 
Spanish  Kildier,  who  was  endeavouring  to  thnist  him 
from  tho  wall,  and  seized  it  with  both  hands.  The  Spa- 
niard etnigglcd  to  nuiintain  his  hold  of  the  weapui, 
Sjlanley  to  wrest  it  irova  his  gnuip.  A  dozen  other 
Mil di era  broke  their  pi kea  upon  his  cuiraeH  or  sliot  st 
him  with  thtir  muakets.  Connpionou8  by  his  drew, 
being  all  in  yellow  but  hin  corslet,  he  was  in  full  sight  of 
[.uit-'cstvr  and  of  five  thonsand  men.  The  earth  was  so 
■hiOy  and  sandy  timt  the  soldiers  who  were  to  fiillow 
him  wero  not  iiblu  to  climb  the  wall.  Still  Stunley 
era>.p(d  his  advorsttry's  pike,  but,  suddenly  cliaugiag 
hiH  plnn,  he  allowed  tho  Spauiard  to  lift  him  from  Uio 
ground.  Then,  asHitrting  himself  with  his  foct  ngninat 
tho  wall,  he,  much  to  tho  aBliiniHhnii>ntoflheBpL*talur«, 
scramliliJ  quite  over  the  parapet,  and  dahhed  sword  in 
hund  umong  tho  defenders  of  tho  fort.  Had  ho  been  oD- 
dowod  with  ahnndr«d  lives  it  scumcitimjiOKBihle  for  him 
to  CHcniHi  dealh.  lint  hia  fulluwi>ni,  stiwnluted  by  his 
example,  mndo  Indders  fnr  themselves  of  each  othor'a 
shoulders,  Bcrambled  at  last  with  great  cuortion  otot 
tho  broken  wall,  overpowered  the  garrison,  and  madft 
ihnniHclvM  mastrtii  of  the    sconce.     Leicester,    trana* 

Iiorteil  with  onthnHiann  fur  this  tioblo  deed  of  daring, 
:nightc<)  Edwnnl  Htiuiley  iipiin  Ibo  Kjiot,  besides  pre> 
Kcniing  him  next  duy  with  forty  pimndA  iu  gold  and 
un  ^mniiily  of  one  bundved  niaika  aterliug  for  life. 
"Since  I  was  bom,  1  did  never  *eo  any  man  boliave 
himonlf  tm  he  did,"  mid  the  Kurl.  "  1  fJuill  never  forgot 
it,  if  I  live  a  ihouKond  yuttiH,  and  ho  nhall  have  u  part  of 
my  living  for  it  fui  long  as  I  livo." ' 

'ITie  wcnpntion  of  thc».c  fortu  tcrminnlc<l  tbo  milil»nf 
opi^rntJouH  of  the  year,  fur  thu  rainy  (.eiison,  prccumir  of 
the  winter,  had  now  net  in.  Leice»l or —leaving  Sir  WU- 

I  1lkv»'«  'L«T«.  Chimfp.' 47*<.    Oom.    Mfi  (kit  t.rt(mtn  fn-voM  FUvilf^ 
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liam  Stanley,  with  twelve  hundred  EnKlixh  and  Irish 
tume,  in  cotumiuid  of  Devcnter ;  Sir  John  Burruwes, 
with  one  thousand  men,  in  Dootiburg ;  and  Sir  Eohert 
Yorke,  with  one  ihouBaad  more,  in  the  great  econce 
before  Zutphen — ^took  his  departure  for  the  Hague.' 
Zntpben  aeemed  so  euiTounded  an  to  authoriee  the 
governor  to  expect  ere  long  itd  capitulation.  Never- 
theleaa,  the  resmts  of  the  aunpaign  had  not  been  encou- 
raging.   The  State«had  lost  ground,  having  been  driven 


from  the  UeoBe  and  Bhine,  while  they  had  tvith  difii- 
cnl^  maintained 
npon  the  Yaael. 


cnl^  maintained  themselves  c 


Flemiah  coast  and 


It  is  now  neceasary  to  glance  at  the  internal  politics 
of  tho  Republic  daring  the  period  of  Leicester's  admi- 
nistration, and  to  explain  the  position  in  which  be  found 
himself  at  the  olose  of  the  year. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

i(  ilu.  SoiiTljiiixi  —  The  KlTwU  ot  bm 
«  EjtI  upI  Siaif  6  —  'nw  EiiTi  ' 
CbuiNr  —  DUconu-nl  nf  Urn  MncuitUg  On 
OtipixlUoD  ^  Knrn  InilRhl  nf  Fun]  fi<vi  —  t'r 
un  bin  ~  Inu1gg»  ut  Divl  ■><b  Dctuntrr 
F  fjal-i  Uiipo]>ular<lT  —  Ub  IJuunli  wlih  (b> 
—  AIM  mill  iiK  NorrlfH  —  UU  Couinrlhin  Willm  ud  Clnkr  ^  l^u« 
from  Hit  Qown  lo  lrf.T»irt—  A  Bujiprr  Puny  M  llobHilo>  —  A  dnmlpii 
QoKTel— HotKulo'i    AbmU    upMi    lilinirt    Honto — 

'I'liK  brief  period  of  ennsliine  Iiad  been  swiftly  followed 
by  stonns.  The  Governor  Abnolutu  had.  from  tlie  outset, 
lieen  placed  in  a  false  position.  Before  be  came  to  the 
Netherlands  the  Queen  had  refneed  the  sovercigntj'. 
Perhaps  it  woa  wise  in  her  to  decline  no  magnificent  ut 
offer;  yet  certainly  her  acceptance  would  have  been 
perfectly  honouralile.  The  constituted  aufhoritiea  of 
Iho  ProvinccB  fonnally  made  the  pTopoeition.  Thero  w 
n<i  doubt  whatever  tliat  tlie  whole  jiopnlation  ardently 
desired  to  booome  ber  subjects,  ^o  far  as  the  ^letber- 
l&nds  wore  concerned,  then,  she  would  have  been  fully 
justified  in  extending  her  sceptre  over  a  free  people, 
who,  under  no  compulsion  and  without  any  diplomatic 
eliicane,  liad  selectM  her  for  their  hereditary  chief.  So 
far  as  regarded  England,  the  annexalJon  to  that  country 
of  a  continental  cluster  of  etateB,  inhabited  by  a  ntoe 
(^lonely  allied  (o  it  by  blood,  religion,  and  the  infitinot 
for  political  freedom,  Beomed.  on  the  whole,  dceirablo. 

In  n  financial  jwint  of  view.  England  would  certainly 
lose  nothing  by  ibo  union.  The  resources  of  thfl  Pro- 
vincoB  were  al  least  equal  to  her  own.  We  have  seen 
the  ostonisbmcnt  which  tbo  wealth  and  strength  of  the 
Netherlnnde  excitod  in  their  Engtitih  visitors.  They 
were  uinuKcd  by  the  rvidonocii  of  (xmimercial  and  maun- 
fncturing  proKpority,  by  the  spoctaclo  of  luxury  and  ad- 
vancod  culturo  wbicb  met  them  on  every  wde.  Had 
the  Queen— as  il  had  been  gencmlly  nunpiuicd— de»ir«d 
ti)  luani  whether  the  rriivinciis  were  able  and  willing  to 
I"iy  the  cxpenKCK  of  tliuir  own  dtfenc©  befuiv  she  shoold 
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definitely  doriiie  on  their  offer  of  eovereignty,  she  was 
soon  thoroughly  eoilightenfd  upon  the  subject.'  ller 
confidential  agents  all  held  one  language.  If  she  would 
only  accept  the  sovereignty,  t±ie  amount  which  tlie  I'ro- 
vinces  -would  pay  was  in  a  manner  boundlees.  Hha  \raa 
assured  that  the  revenue  of  her  own  hereditaty  lealm 

■  much  inferior  to  that  of  the  poeseiiBious  thus  oflered 
WBway.* 
I  regard  to  constitutional  polity,  the  condition  of  the 
herlonds  was  at  least  as  satis&ctory  aa  that  of  Eiig- 
.  The  gi'eat  amount  of  civil  freedom  enjoyed  by 
those  countries— although  perhaps  an  objection  in  the 
cvBS  of  Elizabeth  Tudor — should  certainly  have  been  a 
recommendation  to  her  lilierty -loving  subject*.  The 
qneatiun  of  defence  had  been  satistitctorily  answered. 
The  Provinces,  if  an  integral  poj-t  of  the  English  empire, 
could  protect  themselveB,  and  would  become  an  addi- 
tional element  of  strength,  not  a  troublesome  cncum- 
bianM. 

Tho  difference  of  languago  was  far  less  than  that 
which  already  enstod-  between  tie  English  and  their 
Irisb  fellow-subjects,  while  it  was  counterbalanced  by 
,Mtliy,  instead  of  Ijeing  aggravated  by  mutual  hoa- 
jf  in  the  matter  of  religion. 

pith  regard  to  the  great  question  of  abstract  sove- 

aity,  itwas  certainly  impoliticfor  an  absolute  monarch 

jUlzo  the  right  of  a  nation  to  repudiate  its  natural 

13,    WjLgBtiiur,    LfloHter  to  IhitTthltj,  IB  June,  1(36. 

(S.  P.  OfllM  MS) 
J   act."   VTDlD        "ImA7  RqlelJ  nj  to  jonr  Uajcclj." 

lui/  plnuB  IKT    If  jnv  aid  bad  brtn  In  nuch  kppureiL 
Mimstjr  in  Uk»  lh.lt. 
ta*IUi1lMi*bMF|>niil9(ai»loiKUII)'   1 
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allegiance.  But  ElizaLetli  ]iad  already  couiit«nuice4 
that  step  by  Bssiatiug  the  R'tioUiou  against  Philip.  T( 
allow  the  rebels  Ui  trausfer  thoir  obedience  frvm  "  " 
King  of  Spain  to  liersvlf  was  only  another  st«p  in 
eamo  direction.  The  Cjueen,  E^oiild  ehe  annex  the  Prot 
vinccB,  would  certainly  bo  accused  by  the  world  of  u^ 
' ''      ;  but  the  aiubitiun  waa  a  noble  one,  if,  by  titiV 


consenting  to  tho  urgent  eolicilations  of  a  free  pooplt^ 
she  oxteudcd  the  region  of  civil  and  religions  ubertyy 
and  raised  np  a  pennanent  bulwark  against  saoerdotu' 


and  royal  absolutism. 

A  war  between  henelf  and  Sjiain  was  inevitable  if  el 
accepted  the  sovereignty,  hut  peace  hod  been  alreaAjT 
I'endered  impossible  by  the  treaty  of  alliance.  It  ietnu* 
that  the  Queen  imagined  the  possibility  of  combiniBl 
her  engagements  towai'ds  tho  States  with  a  eonoiliatoiy 
attitude  towards  their  ancient  master,  hut  it  was  heM 
that  she  committed  the  gravest  error.  The  nogotiatioiil 
of  Parma  and  his  soTereigii  with  the  English  oowrt  wei* 
a  masterpiece  of  doooit  on  the  part  of  Spain.  We  }uiV* 
shown,  by  the  secret  oorrfspondence.  and  we  nhall  in  ill* 
Bcqnel  make  it  still  dearer,  that  Philip  only  intended  to 
amuse  his  antagonists  ;  tlutt  he  had  already  prepared  hi» 

Slim  fur  the  conquest  of  England,  down  to  the  minutest 
etails  i  tliat  tho  idea  of  tolerating  roligioiu  liber^  had 
never  enlerwd  his  mind ;  and  that  his  filed  purpose  wrt 
not  only  thuroughly  to  chitstiso  the  Uutch  renela,  but 
tu  deprive  tho  heretlo  Queen  who  Imd  festered  their 
rebellion  both  of  throne  and  life.  So  far  as  regarded 
the  Spanish  King,  then,  the  quarrel  between  him  and 
Klimboth  was  alrcudv  mnrtui ;  white,  in  a  rsligioiHS 
moral,  jKililical,  and  Anaucial  point  of  view,  it  would 
bu  difficult  to  show  that  it  was  wrong  or  improdoni  for 
Kn^land  to  accept  the  Bovcroigtitj  over  hia  uicieni 
BObjeots.  The  uuuao  of  human  freedom  seemed  likely 
to  gain  by  the  step,  fur  the  States  did  not  oonaider 
tliemsolvos  strong  enough  lo  maintain  tho  independoat 
ntpnblic  which  hud  alnutdy  risen. 

It  might  Im  a  question  whether,  on  the  whole,  Elior- 
beth  made  a  mistake  in  declining  the  aovureiguty,  Sh« 
was  certainly  wrong,  however,  iu  wishing  the  lieu- 
tcnant-gennral  of  Iier  six  tlmusnnd  auxiliary  troopa  to 
bu  clothed,  aa  aucb,  with  Tiooregal  powvim.     Tha  Suteik 
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^K'((eiienl,  in  a  motneot  of  ectlmsiasin,  appointod  bim 

^H  ffft^moT  absolute,  and  plucud  in  liis  hand^  not  only  tlio 

^^Loonmumd  of  the  forcea,  but  the  ontire  control  of  their 

^EvPTonuec.  impoets,  and  customs,  together  with  the  ap- 

^V^paiiitXD6nt  of  civil  and  miLitary  ofiicerB.  Such  an  amount 

^Bj^  po^irer  conld  only  he  delegated  by  the  suvoreigu. 

H    Kixabetli  had  TvfiiHed  the  sovereignty :  it  then  retted 

with  thi!  States.     Thoy  only,  tierefore,  were  competent 

fcj  ooofer  the  _power  which  Elizabeth  wished  her  favourite 

tv  esemise  Bunply  aa  her  lioutcnant-gcneral. 

Uer  wrathful  and  vitnperatiYe  language  damaged  her 
CMse  iind  that  of  the  Netherlands  more  severely  tlmn 
can  now  be  accurately  estiinated.  The  Eail  wiw  plai'td 
kt  oooe  in  a  fulse,  a  hnmiliatiiig,  almost  a  ridiuuluus  ]io- 
utioD.  The  authurity  which  the  States  had  thus  a 
p^aeund  time  ofieivd  to  England  waa  a  second  time  and 
"  It  ftconifully  thrust  back  upon  them.  Elizabeth  was 
ignant  tlut  "  her  own  man  "  should  clothe  himself  in 
]  BupreniL'  attributes  which  she  had  refused.  ITie 
Slates  were  forced  by  the  violence  of  the  Queen  to  take 
the  authority  into  their  own  hands  again,  and  Leicestei 
WM  looked  Dpon  as  a  disgraced  man. 
1%en  cane  the  neglect  with  which  the  Earl  was  treated 
■h  hear  Majesty  and  her  ill-timed  parsimony  lowai'ds  the 
vue.  Ko  letters  to  hltu  in  four  months,  no  remittances 
f  Ifae  English  troops,  not  a  penny  of  salary  for  him. 
■  D  whole  expense  of  the  war  was  thrown  for  the  lime 
B  tbeir  hands,  and  the  English  soldiers  seemed  only 
IV  thousand  starving,  naked,  dying  vagrants,  an  in- 
*  muuw  inatoail  of  on  aid.' 

s  States,  in  their  turn,  drew  tlie  puree-strings.   The 

|k  hnadrod  thousand  florins  monthly  wore  paid.     The 

■r  bntidred  thousand  florins  which  had  been  voted  as 

p-*dditioiuil  supply' wore  for  a  time  held  back,  as  Lei 

r  expressly  stated,  because  of  the  discredit  which 

a  upon  him  hum  home." 

bands  ffrnttt.  jtl  Uit  ntt  an  vo  til  cvDl«lilrO  of 
Tflaa-  thdr  duo  ft*  th*  tlmo  pMl.  Itut  If  jxy 
>  more    fctur  not  Kp«*Htllj,  bnforv  Ibrjr  bn  clrB*a 

rui«ruiid."  'Ad^rUBtnunlufllwr^vHDl 
sUU  of  Ukh  I»w  Cyaauin,  bf T.  mcgta,' 
ijUrrh,  lEsu.  (8.  P,  OfHue  MS.) 
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The  military  operationa  were  crippled  for  want  ol 
(iiatis,  but  more  Cital  than  everrthiiig  oke  were  ths 
secret  negotiations  for  peace.  Stiliordinate  individiuila, 
like  Grafiguy  and  Do  Loo,  went  up  aud  down,  bringini 
presenta  out  of  England  for  Alesaader  Famc«e,'  anu 
braf^ing  that  Parma  and  themselves  could  have  peaoo' 
whenever  Ihey  liked  to  make  it,  and  affirmiiig  that  Le^ 
cextcr'H  opinions  were  of  no  accovmt  whatever.  Elix^ 
beth'ii  coldness  to  Ihe  Earl  and  to  the  Netherlands  wu 
aflirmed  to  be  the  Prince  of  Parma's  eheet-nnohoiL 
while  meaQtime  a  house  was  ostentatiously*  prepu«d 
in  Brussels  by  their  direction  for  the  reception  of  «k 
IilngUsh  ambassador,  who  wus  every  moment  expectad 
to  arrive."  Under  iiuuh  circum^laucea  it  wus  in  viuib 
for  the  governor-general  to  protest  that  the  aoconuls  cl 
Mcrct  negotiations  were  false,  and  quite  natural  ths| 
the  States  should  lose  their  oonfidence  in  tho  Qneeai 
An  unfriendly  and  suspioious  attitude  towards  het 
representative  waa  a  necessary  result,  and  the  detaon- 

BiulB  tho  (mpnnlon  Ual  Um  rrtra  ia  m  cwlwl,  w  ■!»  wiy  Mallf 
owni  of  4i)0,0ao  jlariKi  {Mi.ouul,)  lit  •iirifhi.d  (urth  1i.t  Uui4  ibnHmi^ 
f«ir  lEiinUu  wa  [uw  liiuii^  Huumik]    Hblcb   itldouU)'  uiir'an,  h   nil   Iv 

<n>  ihdMI  bjr  Um  Stnlo,  u  atxn-  l/*a  bilb  iHolml  (n>n  Ixf  1|^  (r 

oKllBuy  lo  frrf  tn  amy,  which  ou  U»  pwi  binBlili  ot  ■ '         '     ^ 

MWm  taOia.  Dol  pHlDdi,  H  1  bnr  il-w)   bf   Uia   iIkIi    | 

rout  llaJcU;   ttkMb  It.       ll    la  tbrf)'  liua 

AfrU,  Mmr.uid  Jbh  IuI,'  kc.     I.i<lm-  Arid,  n  iimc  mi  uiu  pHpw  g*  ■nw, 

M  10  Uw  ijimn.  I]  UcL  luw.    (S.  f.  «ii(  bopcund  U»  -nrmT  Inlimiil  out 

0B»  MS)  muhO  Iuii>!  of  Tltiutj."     QinniMj 

KiK  hid  nruinlf  furaud  ilmdr  ui  to  DurKUli)'.  It  Juu*.  IWt.    ($.  P.  DON 

rnilliit  Idet  of  Ibi  ai))ielt)r  or  ihn  l-m-  US.) 

vlma  In  imhTl  Ihfliwlvs.    Slit  hiJ       •  "  II   U  aruintjr  knawB    (bit   tM 

In  4  r*"  T"'  ^^  •flToiij  iboDHAO  rDcuij  taBlh  twt  a  iiiito  pnniM  vlife 

puuiih  kiinrll  ind  btilftA  Uii  8Ut»  UiiL  lUnUttlD,  niuLii(  bi  Ik  (nUMial 


h  ot  hli  ntbotdr. « 


Uul  »li>n'   lt»  DDl/  coDtial  of  Ihu  Bbirflm*   lint  mn   nailj  In  Knll, 

|mpl*    drfUidEUl     vkori/     *|MI     hrt  In  IM|«R  of  IbMr  DlaMT.  |»rttt}'.  —i 

ll4},'>  laiat  (Mdow  nllrf  ud   Mif  IudUh."    WIIbB  a  ll<i(itil>]t,  t  A«ft, 

pL*!.  ■»  «  lb*  ilU|uliM  -btrnt  IB  Itil.    (S.  P.  Ull«  Mt.) 
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itiuim  ^Hinst  the  common  enemy  became  stil!  mora 
igutd.  But  for  theao  uiiderhaud  dcaliugs,  Grave, 
,  and  NetisK,  miglit  tmve  lieou  saved,'  and  ihe 
it  of  ibe  Manse  and  lihine  Iwvo  riimaincd  in  the 
uf  the  palriute. 
(The  Earl  was  industriouB.  generous,  and  desirous  of 
rell  his  part.  His  personal  courage  was  un- 
and,  in  the  opinion  of  his  admirers — ihem- 
LVM.  some  of  ihom,  men  of  lai^e  military  eiporience 
ahility  ns  a  commander  wait  of  a  high  order."  Tho 
r  displayed  by  the  Euglioh  iiohlea  and  gentlemen 
sccomiiaiiied  him  was  magnificent,  worthy  the 
lodanls  of  the  victors  at  Urecy,  I'oiutiers,  aud  Agin- 
and  the  good  behaviour  of  their  followers— with 
Afitwrare  exceptions — had  been  equally  signal.  But 
now  the  Army  wns  dwindling  to  a  ghaatly  array  of  scare- 
crows, ntid  the  recruits,  as  they  came  from  England, 
were  ajipalleil  by  the  speotacle  presented  by  their  pre- 
doc&ssuia.'  '*  Our  old  ragged  rogues  here  have  so  dia- 
I'oiiraged  our  new  men,"  said  Leicester;  "as  I  protest 
to  you  they  look  like  dend  men." '  Out  of  eleven  hun- 
dred freshly-arrived  Englishmen,  five  hundred  ran 
Mnjr  in  two  days/  Some  were  caught  and  hanged,  and 
""  smmod  to  prefer  hanging  to  remaining  in  the  ser- 
B,  while  the  Earl  declared  that  he  would  be  hanged 
well  rather  than  again  undertake  such  a  charge 
witkont  being  aasured  payment  foi'  his  troops  befove- 
htuuL* 

Tho  valour  of  Sidney  and  Esses,  Wiiloughby  and  Pel- 
bam,  H'lger  Williams  and  Martin  Schenk,  was  set  at 
nought  by  such  untoward  circumstances.  Had  not  t'hili]i 
^bo  loft  his  army  to  starvo  and  Alexander  Farnose  to 
wdTtc  miracles,  it  would  have  fared  still  worse  with 
Unllatid  and  England,  and  with  the  cause  of  civil  and 
.jtiigious  liberty  in  the  year  158(>. 

[^  S3w  States  having  resumed,  as  much  as  possible,  their 

'  ftuthority,  wore  on  very  unwitisfiictory  terms  with 

goircruor-}^neral.     Before  long,  it  was  iropossible 


n.  16  Uu]',  I9«t.    (S,  I>.       •  Lil<HU7laBurBlilc),MS.Lntti 
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for  tho  twenty  or  tliirty  individuals  called  tlie  States  Wf 
be  in  the  same  town  with  tho  man  whom  at  the  com- 
niencemetit  of  the  year  they  had  greeted  ho  ■warmly.'. 
The  hatred  between  the  Leicester  faction  and  the  aiimi'* 
eipalities  became  intenee,  for  tho  foundation  of  the  t 
great  portios  which  were  long  to  divide  the  Netherland 
commonwenlth  was  already  laid.  Tho  mercantile  patri- 
cian interest,  embodied  in  the  Htatee  of  Holland  aoA- 
Zeeland,  and  inclined  to  a  large  toleration  in  the  matter 
of  religion,  which  afterwards  took  the  form  of  Armininn- 
isin.  was  opposed  by  a  Bfrict  Calvinitit  party,  whiohi 
desired  to  subject  the  political  commonweath  to  thte 
reformed  church  ;  which  neverthoIeBs  indulged  in  very 
democratic  views  of  the  eociol  compact ;  and  which  wwiJ 
ooutrolled  by  it  few  refugoea  from  nandeni  and  Bra- 
bant, who  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  the  confideDceoJ 
Leicester. 

Tlius  the  Enrl  waa  tlie  nominal  head  of  the  CalTiaist 
democratic  party ;  while  young  Maurice  of  Naaaatue 
Iiolder  of  Holland  and  Zeeland,  and  guideil  by  Bame- 
Tcld.  Buys,  and  other  loading  statesmen  of  these  Pro-i 
Tiuces,  was  in  an  attitude  precisely  the  reverse  of  thtt' 
one  which  ho  aras  destined  at  a  lat«r  and  oqualljn 
rai^momble  epoch  to  assume.  The  chiefs  of  the  factioD 
wbiuh  had  now  succeeded  in  gaining  the  ooufidenca 
of  Leicester  were  Keingault,  Burgrave,  and  DeTonter,: 
all  refugee*. 

llie  laws  of  Holland  and  of  the  other  United  St»t«ft 
were  very  strict  on  the  subject  of  citisonsliip,  and  i 
one  but  a  native  was  competent  to  hold  office  in  e« 
^Viviuoti.  DonbtlcBs,  such  rcgidiitions  w<iro  narrow* 
spirited  :  btit  to  fly  in  llie  face  of  them  was  the  act  of  % 
despot,  and  this  is  what  I.eicestor  did.  lloingault  wu 
n  i  loming.  Ho  was  a  bankrupt  merchant,  who  had ' 
been  taken  info  the  pnitcetiun  uf  Lauiorul  Kgmout,  u  ' 
by  that  nebluman  recommended  to  (iranvellu  for  I 
olfioo  nudvr  the  CaTdinal'ii  government.  The  rrfoM] 
rhi«  favour  wax  one  of  tbi-  original  causes  of  Egnnonl'a. 
kuiitility  to  Oranvttjle.  Ititiui^ault  xubnequeutly  i 
l«r«d  the  servico  of  the  Cai-dinnl,  howovvr,  ■ 
rowftrdod   tho   kindnuM  of   his  foimer  bonnfaolor  bgr 

'  CtqrVr  to  BivxMrj,  t  At.  ItM.    l\  r.  DID«  tlR)    ami[an  W<# 
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great  exertions  in  finding,  or  inventing,  evidence  ta 
jiuitjfy  tte  execution  of  tfiHt  unfortunate  Dobleuiun.  He 
vnis  aftt-rwards  much  emjiloyed  by  the  Duke  of  Alva 
iwl  by  the  Grand  Commander  Het^nofienB ;  but  after  the 
]  McificBtion  of  Ghent  he  had  been  completely  thrown  out 
I  net^ee.  He  bad  recently,  in  a  subordinate  cajia- 
■■  i(y,  accompanied  the  legations  df  the  States  lo  France 
snd  to  ICngland,  and  hod  now  contrived  to  ingi-alinte 
himself  with  the  Earl  of  Leii-ester.  He  affected  great 
z«*l  fur  tb«  Calvinistic  religion— an  eshibition  ■which, 
in  the  old  servant  of  Granvelte  and  Alva,  was  far  from 
edifying — and  would  employ  no  man  or  maidseiTant  in 
his  hon-sehold  until  their  religions  principles  had  been 
tlMToiighiy  examined  by  one  or  two  clergymen.  In 
brief,  he  was  one  of  those,  who,  according  to  a  homely 
Flemish  proverb,  are  wont  to  hang  their  pietv  on  the 
bell-ropi; :  bnf,  with  the  eiceplion  of  this  brief  inter- 
lude in  his  career,  fae  lived  and  died  a  Papist.' 

6«nu-d  Prouinck,  called  Deventer,  wrs  a  rcspoctahlo 
litant  of  Bois-le-Duc.  who  had  left  that  city  after 

had  again  become  subject  to  the  anthority  of  Spain. 
was  of  decant  life  and  conversation,  but  a  roatlcfis 
ambitious  deanagogue.  As  a  Bmbantine,  he  was 
unfit  for  oOiee  ;  and  yet,  through  Leicester's  influence 
and  the  intrigues  of  the  democratic  party,  he  obtained 
the  app'>intmeut  of  bnrgomantor  in  the  city  of  Utrecht. 
■*"  States- Gene  ml,  however,  always  refused  to  allow 
to  iippear  at  their  seiiaions  as  representative  of  that 


iniel  de  Burgravc  was  ^  Flemish  mechanic,  who, 

M<  exertion  of  much  energy  and  talent,  had  risen  to 

R  poBt  of  procureur-general  of  Flanders.     After  the 

ast  of  the  principal  portion  of  that  Province  by 

,   he  bad  made  himself  useful  to  the  English 

rtrnor-general  in  various  ways,  and  particularly  as  a 

e  spoke  English— a  tongue  with  which  few 

dherluiders  of  that  day  were  familiar— and  as  the 

i  knew  no  other,  except  fvery  imperfectly)  Italian, 

_  mud  hia  services  in  speaking  and  writing  a  variety 

IRlBBgUBges  very  convenient.     He  was  the  governors 

""  U»  •ecretary,  and,  of  oonrse,  had  no  entrance  to  the 

cil   of  state,   Itut  ho   wns  accused   of  frequently 
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thniflting  himself  into  their  hall   of  soBsions,  whore, 
tinder  pretence  of  airanfcing  the  Earl's  table,  or  port- 
folio, nr  papers,  he  was  ranch  addicti'd  lo  whispering 
into  his  master'n  ear,   listening  to  conTersation, — ' 
eaTes-dropping.  in  short,  and  general  intmsivenegs.' 

"  A  most  faithful,  honest  servant  is  BurgraTe."  sa: 
lieioeetcr ;  "  a  substafttial,  wise  man.'     "IHs  as  sufficieDt 
a  man  as  ever  I  met  withal  of  any  nation ;  Ten?  well 
learned,   exceeding  wise,  and  sincere  in  religion, 
cannot  commend  the  man  too  much.     He  is  the  onl<r 
comfort  I  have  had  of  any  of  this  nation." ' 

These  three  pcrKonages  were  the  leaders  of  the  Lci- 
oesler  faction.  They  had  much  influence  with  all  tho 
refugees  from  Flanders,  Brabant,  and  the  Walloon 
Provinces.  In  Utrecht,  especially,  where  the  Ehil 
mainly  resided,  their  intriguen  were  very  succesaAiL 
Deventer  was  appointed,  as  already  stated,  to  An 
important  j>ast  of  burgomaster  ;  many  of  the  iufluentikl 
citizens  were  banisiied,  without  oanso  or  trial ;  tha 
upper  branch  of  the  municipal  government,  conaiflting' 
of  the  clerical  delegates  of  the  colleges,  was  in  ■ 
arbitraiy  manner  abuliahed :  and  finally,  the  absoluU* 
sovereignty  of  tho  Province,  without  condition,  ' 
offered  to  the  Queen  of  England.* 

Leicester  was  now  determined  to  carry  out  one  oC  f 
the  great  objects  which  the  Qiiccn  had  in  view  when, 
she  sent  him  to  tho  Netherlands.  She  desired  th(H 
roughly  to  ascertain  the  financial  resources  of  tli»' 
Provinces,  and  their  capacity  to  defend  themselvt 
It  was  supposed  by  the  Status,  and  hoped  by  the  Karl 
and  by  a  majority  of  the  Netlierl«ud  jicople,  ihat 
would,  in  case  the  results  were  satiafactoty.  accept,  after 
all,  the  sovereignty.  Shocortainly  was  not  to  he  blamed 
that  she  wished  to  make  this  most  important  iuve^ti- 
gstiou,  but  it  was  her  own  fault  thai  any  uow  machine^ 
had  l>een  rendered  necessary.  Tho  whole  contrul  <if  lb* 
fiimnces  had,  in  tho  beginuing  of  the  year,  becu  placed 
in  thu  Earl's  hands,*  and  it  was  only  by  horviuleotly 

<  KdpM.  Rrjpd.  vUnr-  '  l*"*^  >•».  IMl.    Wntniu, 

•  I.M»vrr  li>  tV>lplii)Eli(n.  Jl  Jo(x.       •  O""^     •I«T«'     ftinrw.'    I 
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depririDg  him  of  his  credit  and  of  the  confidence  of  the 
country  that  he  had  not  retained  it.  He  now  eatabliuhed 
a  finance-thamber,  under  the  chief  control  of  Beingault, 
who  promised  him  mountainB  of  money,  and  who  was  to 
bu  diitif  treasnrer.'  I'aul  Bujs  was  appointed  by  Lei- 
caebir  t«  fill  a  subordinate  poaition  in  tne  new  council. 
He  epnmed  the  offer  with  great  indignation,  saying  that 
Ecingault  waa  not  fit  to  be  his  clerk,  and  that  he  was 
not  Lkt-'ly  himself,  therefore,  to  accept  a  humble  post 
under  the  admin iatral ion  of  snch  an  individual,  lliis 
soomful  refusal  filled  t«  the  full  the  hatred  of  Leicester 
.i<;:iinst  the  ei-Advocate  of  Uolland.' 
'Hie  mercantile  interest  at  ouce  took  the  alarm,  bo- 
tiiBc  it  was  supposed  that  the  finance-chamber  waa 
intended  to  crubh  the  merchanta.  Early  in  April  an 
Act  hatl  been  poaacd  by  the  state*  connol,  prohibiting 
commerce  with  the  Spanish  possessione.     The  embargo 
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was  intended  to  injuro  the  obedient  Provinces  and  their 
sovereign,  but  it  was  shown  that  its  effect  wouliil  be  to 
blast  the  oommerce  of  Holtand.  It  forbade  the  exporta- 
tion from  tl)o  republic  not  only  of  ail  proviKiunH  and 
mnnitions  of  war,  but  of  alt  goods  aud  tnerchandice 
whatever,  to  Spain.  Portugal,  the  Spanish  Netherlasde, 
or  any  other  of  Philip's  territories,  either  in  Dutch  or 
ncntral  vossels.'  It  would  certainly  seem,  at  fintt  sight, 
that  such  an  act  iva»  reasonable,  allhoogh  the  resuit 
would  really  be,  not  u>  deprive  the  enemy  of  supplies, 
but  to  throw  the  whole  Baltic  trade  into  the  hands  of  , 
the  Bremen,  Hamburg,  and  "Ostorling"  mercbaatai 
Leicester  expected  to  derive  a  considerable  revenue  by 
[panting  passports  and  licences  to  such  nentral  tnidera, 
hut  the  edict  liecame  no  unpopular  that  it  was  never 
thoroughly  enforced,  and  was  before  long  rescinded-' 

The  odium  of  the  measure   was   throWn  upon  ti 
governor-general,  yet  he  hud  in  truth  opposed  it  in  th« 
state -council,    and   was    influenlial    in    pruvuring    iu 
repeal.' 

Another  important  Act  hnd  been  directed  against  the 
mercantile  interest,  and  excited  much  general  discoutcat. 
The  Netherlands  wished  the  staple  of  the  English  clotlt 
manufaoturo  to  bo  removed  fi-om  Emden— the  pottf 
sovereign  of  which  place  was  the  humble  ser^'ant  of  Spftin 
— to  Amsterdam  or  Delft.  The  desire  was  oortwnly 
natural,  and  the  Dutch  merchants  sent  a  committee  to 
eimfor  with  Leicester.  He  was  much  impressed  with 
their  views,  and  with  the  sagacity  of  their  chftiiiuan. 
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w  and  well  langaaged,  an 
B,"  as  tlio  £arl  pronounced 


one  ilylward.  "a  wist 
amiieut  man  and  very  ri 
him  to  lie.' 

Notvi-ithafanding  tlie  wisdom  of  this  well-laiigiiaged 
fallow,  however,  the  Queen,  for  some  strange  reason, 
could  not  be  induced  to  cliAnge  the  ataple  from  Emden, 
although  it  wad  shown  tbat  ihe  public  ri^vtjuua  of  the 
Xctliciiauds  would  gain  twenty  thuuraiid  pounUs  a 
year  by  the  measure.  "  All  llollaud  will  cry  out  for 
it,"  said  Leiccal«r ;  hut  I  had  rather  they  cried  than 
that  Eiiglaod  should  woep." ' 

Thus  tlie  mercantile  community,  and  eepecially  the 
patrician  families  of  Holland  aud  j^eeland,  all  engaged 
JD  tnde,  became  more  aud  more  hostile  to  the  govei  nor- 
gvueral  uudfohia  financial  trio,  who  were  soon  almost  as 
Dup<-'pular  as  the  famous  Consulta  of  Cai'dinal  Granvt-lle 
had  been.  It  was  the  custom  of  the  States  tu  consider  the 
men  who  surrounded  the  Eurl  as  needy,  unprincipled 
renegades  and  adventurers.  It  was  the  policy  of  his 
advisers  to  represent  the  merchants  aud  the  titatee— 
which  mainly  consisted  of,  or  were  controlled  by,  mei- 
1  a  body  of  corrupt,   selfish,  greedy  money- 
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Tbe  culumnics  put  iu  circulation  ogaiust  tlie  StatM 
by  Koingiiult  and  hiu  associates  grew  at  liist  8o  out- 
rageous, and  thu  prejudice  created  in  tie  mind  of  Lei- 
cester and  tuB  immi-'diate  Euglieh  adherents  bo  intanBe, 
that  it  was  rendered  necessary  for  the  Statea  of  Holland 
and  Zeeland  to  write  to  their  agent  Ortell  in  London, 
that  he  might  foreetAlI  the  effect  of  these  perpetual  ini»- 
representations  oa  her  Majesly'ij  government.'  Leicester, 
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on  tho  other  hand,  under  tlic  inspiration  of  his  artful 
adtriitera,  whs  TL'hem(.-nt  iii  bis  entreaties  that  Ortell 
tihould  bo  sent  away  from  England,' 

The  ablest  and  bnaest  of  the  opposition  party,  the 
" nimblest  head"'  in  tho  States-General,  waa  tho  ox- 
Advocate  of  Holland,  Paul  Buys.  This  man  was  then 
the  foremost  atatesniau  in  tho  Netherlands.  Ue  had 
be^n  the  firmest  friend  to  the  EngliGh  alliance  ;  he  had 
resigned  his  office  when  the  States  were  offering  the 
Hiveroi)^ty  to  Fronce,  and  had  been  on  tho  point  of 
taking  service  in  Denmark.  Ho  had  aflerwaras  been 
prominent  in  the  legation  which  offered  the  sovereignty 
to  Elizabeth,  and,  fcr  a  long  time,  had  been  tlie  nioRt 
finn,  earnest,  and   eloquent  advocate   ef  the  English 

Slicy,     Leicester  hod  originally  courted  him,  caresHed 
ax,  etrpecially  recommended  him  to  the  Queen's  favour, 
giTCD  hini  money — aa  he  said,  "  two  hundred  jiounda 


npirU  mJ   diTfl*      After  HlnjiBll'i 
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Ki.nli7nicii»rr(WlUl>niar  >  ■■  Ymi biiii  Oien  hU  (Fial  V/ajft) 
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na  §ath  Dibur  [hjLvlng  ito  excuneth  b^RiKir-"    LeicHler  1u  Durgb- 

-           ■-            I  ley,  10  July,  issg.    (S.  1>.  ODIc*  MB.) 
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Btflrling  tbitlt  at  a  tiiuo"— aiid  openly  prououaced  luii 
to  bo  "  in  ability  above  all  men.'"  "No  man  hath  frT« 
sought  a  man."  be  said,  •'  as  I  have  wiiigUt  P.  B." ' 

The  period  of  thtir  friendship  was,  howeyor,  tct; 
brief.  Before  many  weeks  had  passed  there  wan  nl 
vituperative  epithet  that  Leicester  wtis  not  in  the  dftili 
babit  of  bestowing  upon  Paul.  The  Earl's  vooabtilaiy 
of  abuse  WHB  not  a  limited  one,  bnt  be  exhanaf  od  it 
the  hea<1  of  the  Advocate.  Ho  lacked  at  last  words  ■ 
breath  to  utter  what  was  like  him.  He  pronounced  hli 
former  friend  "  a  very  dangerous  man.  aflogethor  batoj 

of  the  people  and  the  States;"  "a  lewd  sinner,  i '-*■ 

in  revolutions ;"  "  a  most  covetous,  bribing  fellow, 
for  nothing  bat  to  bear  the  swayaud  grow  rioh;"  ■  , 

who  had  played  many  parts,  both  lewd  and  audacdooi;*^ 
'■  a  very  knave,  a  traitor  to  his  country  ;"  "  the  moet 
ungrateful  wretoh  alive,  n  hater  of  the  Queen  and  of  all 
the  English  ;  a  moHt  unthankful  man  to  hor  MiyoetT;  ft" 
praotitier  to  make  himself  rich  and  great,  and  nobody 
else  ;"  "  among  all  vilhiins  the  greatest ;"  "  a  bolsterer 
of  all  papiKta  and  ill  men,  a  dissembler,  a  devil,  on 
albciRt,"  n  ''  most  naughty  man,  and  a  moat  nototiona 
drunkard  in  the  worst  degree." 

^\'here  the  Earl  hated,  his  hatred  was  apt  lo  be  dondly. 
and  ho  wiut  dotermined.  if  posnible.  to  have  the  life  of 
the  detested  I'aul.  "  You  ^hall  see  1  will  do  well  enough 
with  him,  and  that  shortly,"  he  said.  "I  will  coui«a 
him  BM  lie  was  nut  so  this  twenty  year.  I  will  warraDt 
faiiu  Imugcd  and  one  or  two  uf  his  fellows,  bnt  yon  must 
not  tell  your  shirt  of  this  yet :"  and  when  ho  waN  ccn- 
gmtiilating  tho  government  i>n  his  having  at  length  pro- 
cured Iho  oxuc;ulion  of  (?aptain  Hemarl,  the  8urruud«rer 
ofGruvo,  he  added  pithily,  "and  you  shall  heur  tiuit 
Mr.  1".  a  shall  follow.'" 

Vet  the  tori's  real  griefs  againnt  Buys  luay  he  oanilj 
8nt:umid  uji.     The  lewd  sinner,  nurslcd  in  mvulutiotta, 
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liad  detected  the  secret  policy  of  tlie  Queen's  govera- 
ment,  and  wus  UiereTorL'  i^urpetually  deiiuuucJug  tha 
inrrigm-s  going  on  witli  Spain.  Be  complained  that 
Iwsr  MnjeBty  was  tired  of  having  engaged  in  the  Nettor- 
Uud  enterprise:  he  declared  that  ehe  would  ba  glad 
lo  be  (iurly  out  of  it ;  thnt  her  roluetance  to  Bpciid  a 
fnrthing  more  in  the  c&u^e  than  she  was  obliged  U>  do 
was  hourly  increasing  upon  her ;  that  she  was  deceiving 
and  misleading  the  Statea-General ;  and  that  she  was 
hankering  after  a  peace.  He  Eaid  that  the  Earl  had  a 
kccret  intention  to  possess  himself  of  certain  tcjwns  in 
Boltand.  in  which  esse  the  whole  question  of  peace  and 
war  woiiid  be  in  the  bands  of  tiio  Queen,  who  would 
*1m  have  it  thns  it  in  her  power  to  reimburee  herself  at 
ORoe  for  all  eicpeusos  that  she  had  incurred.' 

It  would  be  difficult  to  show  that  there  was  anything 
very  calnmnious  in  these  charges,  which,  no  doubt,  raid 
wu  in  the  habit  of  making.     As  to  the  economical  ten- 
I  of  her  Majesty,  sufficient  evidence   has  boon 
uidready  from  Leicester's  private  letters.     "  Rather 
I  kpend  one  hundred  pounds,"  sidil    Walsingham, 
a  can  be  content  to  be  deceived  of  five  thousand."' 
Mt  abs  had  been  concealing  from  the  Slates,  from  Wal- 
I,  from  Leicester,  during  the  whole  summer,  her 
;  negotiations  with  Spain,  him  also  been  made  ap- 
■L     That  she  was  disgusted  with  the  enterpriwe  iu 
h  ahe  had  embarked,  ^^'alsingham,  Burghley,  llatlon, 
I  tU  the  other  statesmen  of  (Jigland,  most  abundantly 
id.     Whether  Leicester  had  really  an  intention  to 
I  hiinaelf  of  certain  cities  in  Holland^a  charge 
(  by  Paul  Buys,  and  denounced  as  especially  slan- 
Ds  by  the  Earl — may  better  appear  from  hia  own 
Jivate  atalements. 

■  •*  Thit  J  laUdo,"  he  wrote  to  the  Queen,  "  and  Ihiyie 
Wtt  tofaS  2^  it,  to  git  info  my  hmtda  three  or  /our  moit  prin- 
OftdplacMtn  iVLrfA  Hodand,  tdiich  idlt  be  sacli  a  slrenffth  and 
OMHnuiee  yor  ^our  Majt^,  as  you  tludt  see  yaa  sAaQ  both  rubs 
Ornrn  mtn,  attd  makt  tear  or  praix  ai  you  tisf,  aluxiys  proi-ided 
r  you  h^ar,  or  is- — part  not  talk  the  Bnll ;  and 
compel  Vbtm  (a 
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haoin^  theu  placa  in  your  luaids,  tehatsoever  should  diaiKe  M 
thest  oounfrui,  your  Majtuty,  1  wiU  tDarrant  rart  enough  to 
maki  wluit  pome  you  will  in  an  luiui;  and  to  have  your  diAU  and 
charges  readSy  answertd." '  At  a  Eoctewbat  later  moment 
it  will  bu  eeon  what  came  of  thcEO  eocret  (lesigni).  For 
tha  present,  Leicester  was  very  angry  wiili  Paul  for 
daring  to  suapect  liim  of  such  treacheiy. 

TLq  Earl  compliiiiied,  too,  that  the  influence  of  Bayg 
with  Hobeolo  and  young  Maurice  of  NasBau  was  moat 
pemiciouB.  Hohealo  hat!  formerly  stood  high  in  Loi- 
ccstor'a  opinion.  Ha  wu  a  "  plam,  faithful  soldier,  4 
utOGt  valiant  gentleman,"  and  be  was  still  more  Ikit 
portant,  becauao  about  to  marry  Mary  of  Nassau,  ddeat 
daughter  of  William  the  Silent,  and  coheiress  with 
Philip  William  to  the  Uuren  property.  But  he  had 
been  tampered  with  by  the  intriguing  Paul  Bays,  and 
had  them  wished  to  resign  his  office  under  Leicester, 
Being  pressed  for  reasons,  he  had  "  grown  solemn,"  and 
withdrawn  himself  almost  entirely. 

Maurice,  witli  his  "  solemn  sly  wit,"  also  gave  tho 
Earl  much  trouble,  saying  little,  but  thinking  niucli,  aiid 
listening  to  the  insidious  Paul.  He  "stood  much  on 
making  or  marring."  80  Leicester  thought,  "  as  he  mot 
will)  good  counsel."  He  had  formerly  been  on  inti- 
mate terms  with  iJin  governor-general,  who  affected  to 
uall  hini  his  son  :  but  he  had  jiubsequently  kept  aloof, 
and  iu  tbreo  months  hml  not  come  near  him.'  Thu  Earl 
thought  thai  money  might  do  much,  and  was  anxious  for 
Sir  Frattcis  Uiako  to  come  home  from  the  Indies  with 
milUous  of  gold,  that  iho  Queen  might  make  both 
Uohcntu  and  Maurice  a  liaiidaome  jireeent  Ijcfure  it. 
bhould  be  too  late.* 

Mcanlimc  he  did  whut  he  could  with  Elector  Tmch' 
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H  to  Inro  them  back  again.  Tliat  furlurxi  liltle  prelate 
tB  now  poorer  and  rauto  wietcied  than  ijver,  Ue  was 
cunung  paralytic,  though  young,  and  kiG  heart  was 
toktm  throngh  want  Leiucuter,  always  geotnous  oh 
e  Bun,  gave  him  money,  four  tlionsand  florinH  at  a  time, 

istnoot  earnest  that  tho  Queen  should  put  him  on 
irpenaionlisl.'  "His  wifidom,  his  behaviuur.  his  lan- 
es, his  peraon,"  said  the  Earl,  "  all  would  like  her 

He  ie  in  great  melancholy  fur  his  town  of  N.jnsji, 
ift»  his  poverty,  having  a  very  noble  mind.  If  he  be 
•t,  ber  ^jesty  had  better  lose  a  hundred  thousand 

1  melancholy  TruchKess  now  became  a  spy  and  a 
JB-between.  Lie  insinuated  himself  iutu  the  c(.>n£dcuce 
I  Buys,  wormed  hie  soerets  from  him,  and  then 
mtmioBted  them  to  lluhenlo  and  to  Leicost«r ;  "  but 
I  it  veiy  wisely,"  said  the  Earl,  "  bo  that  he  was 
istrueted."  ■  The  governor  always  affected,  in  order 
ieu  the  elector  from  suspicion,  to  obtain  his  informa- 
0  from  persons  in  Utrecht ;  and  he  bad  indeed  many 
a  that  city,  who  diligently  reported  Paul's  table- 
.  Nevertheless,  that  "  noble  gentleman,  the  elector," 
L  Leicester,  "  hath  dealt  most  deeply  with  bim,  to 
k  ont  the  bottom."  *  As  the  e»- Advocate  of  Holland 
R  very  communicative  in  bis  cups,  and  very  hitter 
'  1st  the  governor-general,  there  was  soon  such  a  fund 
nnation  cidlected  on  the  subject  by  various  eavos- 
•n,  that  Leicester  was  in  hopes  of  very  soon  hang- 
r,  Paul  Buys,  as  we  havs  already  seen. 
1  burthen  of  the  charges  against  the  culprit  was 
alenient  that  the  Provinces  would  be  gone  if  her 
sty  did  not  declare  herself,  vigorously  and  gene- 
f,  in  tbeir  fikvour ;  but,  as  this  was  the  perpetual 
F  Loicest«r  himself,  there  seemed  haidly  hanging 
1  thut.  That  noble  gentleman,  the  elector, 
ix,  had  nearly  saved  the  hangman  his  trouble, 
g  so  dealt  with  Hohenlo  as  to  "  bring  him  into  as 
n  lAind  as  ever  be  was ;"  and  the  first  fruits  of  this 
.  1  mind  were,  that  the  honest  Count — a  man  of  prompt 
BliogB — walked  straight  to  PauVu  houthO  in  order  to 
Qbia  on  the  spot,'  Something  fortunately  ^ireventod 
"'  m  of  this  plan  ;  but  for  a  time   at  least  the 
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energetic  Count  continiieJ  to  be  "  governed  gi-oatly"  by 
the  es-arclibishnp,  and  '■  did  impart  wbuUy  unto  him  MJn 
moGt  GecTot  faeurt." 

Thus  the  "  deep  wise  Tnixy,"  as  Leicester  called  him, 
continued  to  eaiTi  gulden  opinions,  and  followed  up  his 
convoraionof  Hohenlo  by  undertaking  t:0  "bring  Maurice 
into  tune  again  also,"  und  the  young  Prince  n'os  soon  on 
better  tonna  with  his  "  afiectioniite  &ther''  thmi  he  lud 
ever  been  before.' 

Paul  Buys  was  not  so  easily  put  down,  however,  . 
the  two  magnates  bo  thoroughly  gained  over.  Boftira 
the  end  of  the  season  l^Iauriee  etood  in  his  old  position, 
tlie  nominal  head  of  the  Holland  or  patrieian  party, 
.  chief  of  the  opposition  to  Leioeeter,  while  Hohenlo  hod 
become  mors  bitter  than  ever  againat  the  EarL  Th« 
quarrel  between  himself  and  Edward  Korris.  to  which 
iiljuaion  will  Boon  be  mode,  tended  to  incroate  the  di»- 
satisfaction,  although  he  aingiilarly  miiiundoTstuvd  Lei- 
ceater'x  sentiments  throughout  the  whole  affair.  Hohenlo 
roooverod  of  his  wound  liefore  Zutphen ;  but,  on  his  ra- 
covery,  was  more  malcontent  than  ever.*  The  Earl  vma 
obliged  at  last  to  confeaa  that  "  Ue  vfaa  a  very  dangcroia 
man.  inconstant,  envious,  and  baleful  to  all  our  nation, 
and  a  very  tntitor  to  the  cause.  Tliere  is  no  denlinff  to 
win  him,"  he  added,  "  1  have  sought  it  to  my  cost  His 
Iteat  friends  lell  me  he  is  not  to  bo  trusted,'" 

Meantime  that  lewd  sinner,  the  indefatigable  Paul,  wu 
plotting  desperately — so  Leicester  said  and  believed — 
to  transfer  the  sovereignty  of  the  Provinces  to  the  King 
of  Denmark.  Buys,  who  wa*  privately  of  opinion  that 
the  Ktates  required  an  abHohito  head,  "  thouuh  it  won 
but  an  onion's  hoad."  *  and  that  they  would  thankfully 
continue  under  Leicester  as  governor  absolute  if  Eliek- 
b«th  would  accept  t)io  sovereignly,  had  made  up  bis 
mind  that  the  Queen  would  never  toko  that  stop,  lit 
was  therefore  disposed  to  o&or  the  eniwn  to  the  King  of 
Denmark,  and  was  believed  to  have  brouglit  Mauriov 
— who  was  to  eepouse  that  King's  daughter* — lo  lb« 
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e  way  of  thinking.  Young  Count  Rimtzan,  son  of 
^difitia^iiehed  Danish  etatc'BDiaii,  mude  a  vinit  to  ihe 
btlierlaii^  in  order  to  confer  with  Buys.  Paul  waa 
also  atixioiiei  to  be  appointed  envoy  to  Denmark,  oelen- 
iiihljr  to  ftiTange  for  the  two  thousand  cavalry,  whiuh 
the  liiog  had  long  before  promiHed  for  the  anKistance  of 
the  ProviuceK,  but,  iu  reality,  to  examine  the  details  uf 
Ihie  now  project ;  and  Leicester  represented  to  the 
(Jtieeiivery  earnestly  how  poworftil  the  Danish  monai'cU 
wunld  become,  thus  rendered  maater  of  the  narrow  geas, 
and  how  funnidable  lo  England.' 
"In  lifae  midst  of  these  ploltings,  real  or  supposed,  a 
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partyof  armed  men, ono 
entered  I'anra  bedroom  as  he  lay  asle«p  at  t£e  honae  of 
the  burgomaster,  scw-cA  his  papers,  and  tlirew  him  into 
prison  in  the  wine-celluj  of  the  towu-Lonse.  "  Oh  my 
papers,  oh  my  papers  I"  cried  the  unfortunate  poli- 
tician, accordin);  to  Leicester's  Bta(i>meiit ;  "  the  Queen 
of  England  will  for  ever  hate  me."  The  Earl  diea- 
avowed  all  participation  in  the  arrest ;  but  he  was  sot 
believed.  He  declared  himself  not  sorry  that  the  meo' 
enre  had  been  taken,  and  promi^^d  tliat  he  would  not 
"  be  hasty  to  releaxe  him,"  not  doubting  that ''  he  wonld 
bo  found  faulty  enough."  Leicester  maintained  that 
there  was  stuff  enough  discovered  to  cost  Paul  hit 
head ;  but  ho  never  lost  his  head,  nor  was  anrthing 
treasonable  or  criminal  ever  found  against  him.  The  in- 
trigue with  Denmark^never  proved — and  commcnoed, 
if  undertaken  at  all,  in  utter  despair  of  KliEabetb'H 
accepting  the  sovereignty,  was  the  gravest  charge.  H« 
remained,  however,  si*  months  in  prison,  and  at  th« 
beginning  of  1587  was  released,  without  trial  or  bocD8*> 
tion,  at  the  request  of  the  English  Queen.' 

The  States  oould  hardly  be  blamed  for  their  opposi- 
tion to  the  Earl's  administration,  for  he  had  thrown 
himself  completely  into  the  aims  of  a  faction,  whose 
object  was  to  vilipend  and  traduce  them,  and  it  was  now 
difficult  for  him  to  recover  the  functions  of  which  the 
Qneen  had  deprived  him.  "  The  government  they  hftd 
given  from  themsolves  to  me  »tnck  in  their  stomachB 
always,"  he  said.  Thus,  on  the  one  side,  the  SUl^ 
were  "growing  more  stately  than  ever,"  and  wetn 
always  "jnmbling  underhand,"  while  the  aristocratin 
Earl,  on  his  part,  was  resolute  not  to  be  pnt  down  by 
"churls  and  tinkers.'"  He  was  mrc  that  the  [>oopt» 
were  with  him,  and  that,  "  having  always  been  govomed 
by  some  prince,  they  never  did  nor  could  consent  to  be 
ruled  by  bakers,  brewers,  and  hired  advocates.  I  know 
they  hate  them,"*  said  this  high-boru  tribune  nf  Iho 
people.  He  was  mnch  disgnittrd  with  the  many-headed 
i-himiera.  the  momtroua  repnblic,  wiUi  which  he  found 

I  Dm,  H.  7a.  Ill,  an,  aw.     IImM   B.  a-*  u  mdh.  It  Jilr,  1UI.    (g.  t. 
Vmv>%Ii.1u.    W>sniur,T|U.  Ili-ii).   UOvN.'iH.) 
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Iiimself  in  such  nnceasing  conflict,  and  was  difipos(?d  to 
take  a  roanful  stand.  "  1  have  been  (aiu  of  lal«,"  he 
haid,  "  to  Bet  the  better  leg  foremost,  to  handle  some  of 
my  musters  somewhat  plainly,  for  they  thought  I  would 
droop  ;  and  whatsoever  becomes  of  me,  jou  shall  hear  I 
will  keep  my  reputation,  or  die  for  it,"  ' 

Bnt  one  great  accnsation  made  against  the  chnrls  and 
tinkers,  and  bakers  and  hired  advocates,  and  Mr.  Paul 
Bnya  at  iheir  head,  was  that  they  were  liberal  towards 
the  Papists.  They  were  willing  that  Catholics  should 
remain  in  the  country  and  exercise  the  rights  of  citi- 
wna,  provided  Ihey  conducted  themselveH  like  good  citi- 
lens.  For  this  toleration — a  lesson  which  statesmen 
like  Buys  and  Bameveld  had  learned  in  the  school  of 
William  theSilent— the  opposition-party  were  denounced 
an  bolsterers  of  I'apists,  and  Papints  themsflves  at  heart, 
and  "  worshippers  of  idolatrous  idols.'" 

From  words,  too,  the  government  of  LeiccBter  passed 
to  acts.  Seventy  Papists  were  banished  from  the  city 
of  0trecht  at  the  time  of  the  arrest  of  Buys.'  The 
Queen  hail  constantly  enforced  upon  Leicester  the  im- 
portance of  dealing  justly  with  the  Catholics  in  Iho 
Netherlands,  on  the  ground  that  they  might  be  as  good 
~  'riota  and  were  as  much  interested  in  ihe  welfare  of 
'  conntiy  as  were  the  Protestants :  *  and  he  was 
ioially  enjoined  "not  lo  meddle  in  matters  of  reli- 
*'  This  wholesome  advice  it  would  have  been  quite 
■ibie  for  the  Earl,  under  the  guidance  of  Hein- 
ilti  Burgrave,  and  Stephen  Perret,  to  carry  out.  He 
itnled  ^t  he  shnuld  have  liked  to  treat  Papists  and 
fvinists  "  with  indifference,"  but  that  it  had  proved 
imposBible ;  that  the  Catholics  were  perpelually  plotting 
with  the  Spanish  faction,  and  that  no  towns  were  safe 
exnept  those  in  which  Papists  had  been  excluded  from 
office.  "  They  love  the  Pope  above  all,"  he  said,  "  and 
tlii»  Prince  of  Parma  hath  continual  intelligence  with 
Ihcm."  Nor  was  it  the  Catholics  alone  who  gava 
Uh  gitvemor  troublo.  lie  was  likewise  very  busy  in 
■■■  gdown  other  denominations  that  differed  from 
IviniHts.     "  V our  Majesty  will  not  believe,"  he 

i"t*je.O>nwp'3H.  *  B.Cln*  lo  Burglil>j.  24  Jnlj-,  IMt. 
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Eaid,  "  tbe  number  of  eectj^  that  are  in  moat  towns; 
especially  AnabiiptiatB,  Families  of  Love.  Geotgiana,  a&d 
I  know  not  what.  The  godly  and  good  ministere  wore 
uoleated  by  ihem  in  miujj-  places,  and  ready  to  gi^o 
over  1  and  even  sucli  diverait.ioB  grew  among  mogistntteii 
in  tovfiis,  being  caiiaed  by  eome  Bedition-suwers  here,'" 
It  is,  bowever,  satisrai^loi'y  (o  icfloct  that  the  Ajiab^tiMtg 
and  Families  of  Love,  although  discouraged  and  frowned 
upon,  were  not  burned  alive,  buried  alive,  drovncd  iQ 
dimgeons,  and  roasted  at  kIow  fites,  as  Iiad  betoi  tbe 
ca«e  with  them  and  witb  wery  other  species  of  Prw- 
teslaotB.  by  thuiiaanils  and  tens  of  thousands,  so  long  as 
(.liarlea  V.  and  Philip  II.  bid  ruled  the  tenitoiy  of  that 
commonwealth.  Humanily  had  acquired  something  by 
the  war  which  the  Net  herl  and  el's  had  been  waging  for 
twenty  years,  and  no  man  or  woman  waa  ever  put  to 
death  for  religious  causes  after  the  cstabliahnient  of  the 
republic. 

With  his  hands  thus  full  rif  business,  it  was  difficult 
for  the  Earl  to  obey  the  Quei^n's  command  not  to  meddle 
in  religions  matters :  for  ho  wes  not  of  the  stature  d 
NV'illiam  the  8ilent,  and  coitld  not  comprehend  that  the 
great  lesson  tanght  by  the  aiiteenlh  century  was  that 
men  wore  not  to  meddle  witJi  men  in  matters  of  reli^om 

But  besides  his  especial  iiightmaj« — Mr.  Paul  Buys — 
tlio  goTemor-general  had  a  whole  set  of  inoubi  in  tlte 
Norris  family.  Probably  no  two  persons  ever  detested 
each  other  moT«  cordially  than  did  Leicester  and  I 
John  N  orris.  Sir  John  hud  been  commander  of  tlw 
forwjs  in  the  Netherlands  beftiro  Leicester's  arrival,  and 
wan  unquestionably  a  man  of  larger  experience  llita 
the  Karl.  He  had,  however,  as  Walsinghaui  complain«d, 
ncrijiiirud  by  hia  8crvi<-es  in  "  (.■ountriea  whore  neither 
diixnpUne  military  nor  ri'lipon  carried  any  vway,"  a 
voir  rude  and  lieentious  kind  of  government  "  Would 
to  Ood,"  wtid  tbe  soci'etaiy.  ''  that,  with  his  value  and 
cotirag<%  he  carried  the  mind  and  reputation  of  a  relieioua 
soldiRr."'  But  that  was  past  pmying  for.  Sir  John 
waM  proud,  antractable,  turbulent,  very  diffiuult  to 
maiiago.  ilo  hatod  I.cicoster,  and  was  furious  with  Sir 
William  Pelham,  whom  Leicester  hitd  made  marslial  o 


tlie  camp.'  He  complained,  not  unjuBtly,  that  ti- 
&n<t  plai:L>  in  tlio  army,  'wliich  he  hud  occupied  ui  the 
XctherUnds,  he  had  been  i-educed  to  the  fiflL.*  The 
govemor-genei*!- — who  chose  to  call  Sir  John  the  son 
of  his  ancient  enemy,  the  Earl  of  Susacx— often  de- 
uoiuiced  Mm  in  good  set  tetme.  "  Hiu  brother  Edwud 
i*  an  ill  as  he.''  he  said,  "but  John  in  right  the  late 
Earl  of  Sussex'  son ;  he  wilt  eo  dissemble  and  crouch, 
and  aci  cunningly  carry  his  doings,  as  no  man  living 
would  imagine  that  thei*  were  half  the  malice  or 
iTndictive  mind  that  plainly  his  words  prove  to  be,"' 
Leioeeter  accused  him  of  constant  inBubordination, 
insoltjnce,  and  malice,  complained  of  being  traduced  by 
him  evorj-where  in  the  ftelherlands  and  in  England, 
and  declared  that  he  was  followed  about  by  ''  a  pack  of 
lewd  aud*oiouB  fellows,"  whom  the  Ear!  vowed  he 
vcould  hang,  one  and  all.  before  he  had  done  with  them.' 
Uc  swore  openly,  in  presence  of  all  his  camp,  that  he 
would  hang  Sir  J  ohn  likewise ;  so  that  both  the  brothers. 
vho  had  uever  been  afraid  of  anjrthing  since  they  had 
been  bom  into  the  world,  afiect^d  to  be  in  danger  of 
their  lives.' 

The  Norrises  were  on  bad  terms  with  many  officers — 
with  Sir  William  Pelham  of  course,  with  "  old  Eeade," 
Lord  North,  Boger  Williams,  Hohenio,  Essex,  and  other 
noblee — but  with  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  the  gontlo  and 
chivalrous,  they  wore  friends.'  Sir  John  bad  quarrelled 
in  former  times — according  to  Leicester — with  Hohenio 
aod  «ven  with  the  "  good  and  brave  "  La  Nunc,  of  the 
^^fpn  arm;  "for  his  pride,"  said  the  Earl,  "was  the  spirit 
^BkAb  deviJ,"  '     The  governor  complained  every  day  of 

VR^BaMooaelx  ffwujr  Uk  Uwihil."    iialixt  talni.illHllinrliig  him  opoilr  fcr 
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mtlignity,  and  vowed  that  he  "  neither  regarded  thd 
e  ofUod,  nor  of  his  prinno,  nor  cimntry."' 

Ho  consorted  chiefly  with  Sir  Thomas  Ceoil,*  governor 
of  Brill,  son  of  Lord  Biirghlev,  and  therefore  no  friend 
to  Leicester;  but  the  Earl  proteBted  that  "Master 
Thomns  should  bear  small  rule,"  *  so  long  as  he  was 
himnelf  governor-general,  "Now  I  have  Pelham  and 
Stanley,  we  shall  do  well  enough,"  he  said,  "  though  my 
young  motiterwould  countenance  him.  I  will  be  master 
wliile  I  remain  here,  will  thoy,  nill  they.'" 

Edward  Norris,  brother  of  Sir  John,  gave  the  gover- 
nor almost  aa  much  trouble  as  he ;  but  the  treamrer 
Norris,  uncle  to  tlicm  both,  whs,  if  possible,  more  odiom 
to  him  tliitn  ail.  He  was— tf  Iiali  Leicester's  accuea- 
tions  are  to  be  believed — a  most  infamous  peculator. 
Onc-lhird  of  tbe  money  sent  by  the  Queen  for  tho  Hoh 
diors  stuck  in  his  fingers.  He  paid  them  their  wretched 
fiiurpenee  u-day  in  depreciated  coin,  so  that  for  their 
"naughty  money  they  could  get  but  naughty  w»re,"* 
Never  waa  such  '■  fleecing  of  poor  soldiers,'  aaid  Lei- 
eoater.' 

On  tho  other  band.  Sir  John  maintained  that  hi* 
unole'e  acoounta  were  alwaj-s  reaily  foreiamination,  and 
earnestly  begged  the  home  government  not  to  condctmii 
that  functionary  without  a  hearing.'  For  himself,  he 
complmned  that  he  waa  uniformly  kept  in  the  back- 
ground, left  in  ignorance  of  imjiorlanr.  eiiterprisoH,  and 
sent  on  difScult  duty  with  inadequate  foreeti.  It  wu 
Iwliiircd  that  Leicester's  coarse  whs  ins]>irrd  by  envT, 
liiKt  any  militaiy  triumph  that  might  Ix)  gained  should 
redouud  to  tho  gloiy  of  Sir  John,  one  of  lliu  first  com- 
manderB  of  the  age,  ralhor  than  to  that  of  the  guremor- 

■  I.MsM«  u  WUk«,)Ht  cli>d.  the  Qii*Mi  haih  dm  •  wnnl  aU^Mt  nT 

WukH  on  tiK  cminij,  bu)  ■  nrj  bli  rl*n  ■"il  v-^iv  ■>  lUi  u  mm 
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j^neral.  Ho  was  peipetuallj'  thwarted,  oi'oe§ed, 
liiiuuiated.enbjectcd  to  coarse  and  indecent  ineuitfl,  evan 
from  eticb  brave  men  as  Lord  North  aud  linger  VV  illiams, 
and  in  the  very  presence  of  the  coimnander-iii-cbicf,  so 
lli&t  bis  talents  wore  of  no  avail,  and  ho  wm  most 
aaiintm  to  be  guue  from  the  country'.' 

Tbii8  with  the  trouendons  cippotdlioii  formed  to  Iiis 
aovenmieat  in  the  States-Gonerul,  the  inooHsant  bieker- 
m^  with  the  Norrisesj  the  peculations  of  tho  trensuier, 
tho  Beoret  n^otiations  with  Spain,  and  the  impcKsibilily 
of  obbuutn^  money  from  home  for  Mmsolf  or  for  his 
starving  Utile  anny,  the  Earl  was  in  anyilung  but  a  com- 
fortable position.  He  was  severely  censuied  in  England ; 
but  he  doubled,  with  much  reason,  whether  there  were 
niany  who  would  take  hia  office,  and  spend  twenty 
thouaand  pounds  storling  out  of  their  own  jxniliets,  tut 
ho  ha4  done*  The  Enrl  was  generous  aud  bruvo  as  miiil 
Qould  bu.  full  of  wit,  quick  of  apprehenaion ;  but  jnor- 
diaatuly  vdjn,  arrogant,  aud  withal  etutily  led  by  design- 
^uu  persons.  He  stood  up  manfully  for  the  cause  in 
^^^^cn  ho  WB£  embarked,  and  was  most  strenuous  in  his 
^Rbmands  for  money.  "  Personally  he  caiod,"  ho  said, 
"  *not  nxpenoe  for  lus  post,  but  would  giye  five  thousand 
siijteuees.  and  six  thousand  ahiUings  beside,  1u  be  rid 
uf  it;"'  bnt  it  was  contrary  to  his  dignity  to  "stand 
bucking  with  the  States  "  for  hiN  sala^'.  "  Is  it  reason," 
be  akkiMl,  "  that  1,  being  sent  from  so  great  a  prinue  aa 
our  iMvercign  is.  must  come  to  >  trangers  U>  beg  ray  en- 
tertainment i'     If  they  are  to  pay  mo,  why  is  there  no 


=1 

83  ■ 


84  THE  UNITED  SETHERLASDS.  CUAP.  I. 

leniembranoe  maile  of  it  by  her  Majesty's  letters,  or 
wnue  of  the  lordB?  "  ' 

The  Earl  aud  thoBO  aroimd  him  perpetually  and  vohe- 
mently  nr^d  upoa  tlie  Queen  to  reconsider  her  decision, 
and  accept  the  sovereignty  of  the  Provinces  at  once. 
There  was  no  other  remedy  for  the  distracted  state  of 
the  country — so  other  safeguard  for  England.  The 
Netherland  people  ansiouKly,  eagerly  desired  it.  Her 
Majesty  was  adored  by  all  the  inhabitants,  who  Would 
gladly  hang  the  fellows  called  the  States.  Lord  North 
wuj*  of  this  opinion^-ao  was  Cavendish .-  Leicester  had 
always  held  it.  "  Sure  I  am,"  he  said,  "  there  is  but 
one  way  for  our  safety,  and  that  is,  that  her  Uajesty 
may  take  that  upon  her  whii^h  I  fear  she  will  not."* 
Thomas  Willcee,  who  now  made  his  appearance  on  the 
soeue,  held  the  same  language.  This  distingulthed 
civilian  had  boon  sent  by  the  Queen,  early  in  Angnst, 
to  look  into  tlio  state  of  Nethorland  affairs.  LeicestoT 
having  expressly  urged  the  importance  of  adecting  M 
wise  as  tiolitician  oa  could  bo  found — because  the  beat 
mail  in  England  would  hardly  be  found  a  match  for  ths 
dullards  and  drunkards,  as  it  was  the  fashion  tberit  to 
call  the  Dutch  statesmen ' — hiul  selected  Wilkes.    After 


_  ,  e  was  imme- 

difllely  afterwards  to  return  to  the  Ketlieilamls  « 
English  mombfir  of  the  state-council  at  forty  shilliag* 
a-duy,  in  the  place  of  •■  little  Hal  KiUigrew,"  whom 
Luiccslur  prouoimced  a  "quicker  and  sloulcr  follow" 
tbau  he  had  at  first  taken  him  for,  although  he  had 
always  fboitgbt  woU  of  him.  The  other  English  oonO' 
HoUor,  Dr.  Itarlbolomew  Clerk,  was  to  renuun,  and  tlie 
Earl  declared  that  ho  too.  whom  be  had  formerly  under- 
valued, and  thought  to  have  "little  stutr  in  him."  was 
DOW  "  increasing  greatly  in  understanding."*  But,  not- 
withxtjuiding  this  intcllectnal  progresH,  poor  Bartholo- 
mew, who  was  no  iK^nncr,  was  most  anxious  to  retire. 
He  was  a  man  of  ^aoa,  a  ptofessor,  a  doctor  of  lawe, 
fondpr  of  tho  1i<Brnod  1011™!*  and  the  trim  gardt-na  uf 
England  than  of  the  scenes  which  now  surrounded  him. 
"  1  iHMtwoh  your  good  Lord«hip  to  ooiwidor,"  ho  ditt* 

'  '  l.«7c  CBrp>4<.'  nX  >  a>i»  u  lamt.  N  July.  IMt. 
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mally  observed  to  Burghley,  "  what  a  hard  case  it  is  for 
It  man  that  these  fifteen  year?  hatli  had  vitam  aedfuta^mi, 
imworthily  in  a  place  judicial,  always  in  his  long  robe, 
and  who,  twenty-four  years  since,  was  a  public  reader 
in  the  Fnivereity  (and  therefore  cannot  be  young),  to 
«>ino  now  among  guns  and  drums,  tumbling  up  and 
down,  dtty  and  night,  over  waters  and  banks,  dykes  and 
ditches,  upoii  every  occasion  that  falleth  out ;  hearing 
nuiny  insolenoes  with  silence,  bearing  many  hard  mea- 
bures  with  patience — a  course  most  different  ijom  my 
nature,  and  most  unmeet  for  him  that  hath  over  profesBed 
learning."  ' 

Wilkes  was  of  sterner  stuff.  Always  ready  Ui  follow 
the  camp  and  to  face  the  guns  and  dnims  with  eqttani- 
'"  ■,  uid  endowed  beside  with  keen  political  insight, 
nore  competent  than  most  men  to  nnravel  the 
t  skein  oi  NetherUnd  ^liticH.  He  soon  found 
tt  the  Queen's  socrot  negotiations  with  Spain,  and  the 
general  distrust  of  her  intentions  in  regard  to  the 
I'rovinees,  were  liko  to  have  fatal  conaequoncos.  Both 
he  and  Leicester  painted  the  anjdety  of  the  Netherland 
people  as  to  the  intention   of  her  Majesty   in  vivid 

The  Queen  could  not  make  up  her  mind — in  the  very 
midst  of  the  Greenwich  secret  conferences,  already 
described — to  accept  the  Netherland  sovereignty.  "  She 
gnlhereth  from  yonr  letter,"  wrot«  Walsingham,  "  that 
the  only  salve  fur  tliis  sore  is  to  make  herself  proprietary 
ijf  the  country,  and  to  put  in  such  an  army  as  niay  be 
,\li'e  to  make  head  to  the  enemy.  These  two  things 
being  so  contisiy  to  her  Majesty's  disposition — the  one, 
for  that  it  breedeth  a  doubt  of  a  perpetual  war,  the  other, 
for  that  it  requiroth  an  increase  of  charges — do  mar- 
1  ifff7«s/_v  dittrtirJ,  her,  and  malie  her  repent  that  ever  ah*  entered 
into  the  action."  * 

Upon  the  great  subject  of  the  sovereignty,  therefore, 
(lie  was  unable  to  adopt  the  resolution  so  much  desired 
'  r  Leicester  and  by  the  people  of  the  Provinces ;  bnt 

M  answered  tho  Earl's  communictttions  cauc-eming 
Uvrice  and  Dohenlo,  Sir  John  Norris  and  the  trea- 
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BUrer,  la  characterietic  but  affeotionato  lougtiage.  And 
tliiia  she  wrote  : — 

"  Rob,  1  am  afraid  you  will  suppose,  by  iny  wandering 
writings,  tbat  a  midsuiuEaer's  tiioon  bath  taken  largo 
posHeseiou  of  my  bmins  thin  month ;  but  you  must  neuos 
take  things  as  ihey  como  in  tuy  head,  though  older  bo 
left  behind  mo,  \Vhen  I  romember  your  request  to  have 
6,  discreet  and  honcKt  man  that  may  oarry  my  mind,  t 

aoe  how  all  goes  there,  I  have  chosen  this  bearer  (ITiou 

Wilkes),  whom  you  know  and  have  made  good  trial  of. 
I  have  fraught  Mm  full  of  my  conoeipts  of  those  country 
matters,  and  imparted  what  way  I  mmd  to  take  and  what 
is  fit  for  you  to  use.  I  am  sure  you  can  credit  bim,  and 
80  I  will  be  short  with  these  few  notes.  First,  that 
Count  Maurice  and  Count  llollock  (Hoheolo)  find  them- 
selves trusted  of  you,  esteemed  of  me,  and  to  be  eare- 
fiiUy  regarded,  if  ever  peace  should  happen,  and  of  thftt 
assure  Uicm  on  my  word,  that  yet  never  deceived  any. 
And  for  KoiTis  and  other  captains  liiat  volunterili/,  teithoti 
commandnunt,  hniie  maiigj/rars  ventared  their  iivtuanducn  our 
nation  honour  and  themsdves  fame,  let  ibom  not  be  dis- 
couraged by  any  means,*  neither  by  new-come  men  DOT 
by  old  trained  soldiers  elsewhere.  If  there  be  fault  la 
using  of  soldiers,  or  making  of  profit  by  them,  lei  them 
hear  of  it  without  open  shame,  and  donbt  not  1  will  well 
chasten  them  therefore.     It  frets  me  not  a  little  that  the 

Soor  soldiers  that  hourly  venture  Lfo  should  want  their 
ue,  that  well  deserve  rathur  reward ;  and  look,  in  whom 
the  fault  may  truly  be  T>ro%'ed,  lot  ihem  smart  theiefore. 
And  if  the  treasurer  do  found  untrue  or  nrgligout, 
aecoril  ing  to  desert  he  shall  bo  used.  But  you  kuow  my 
old  wont,  that  love  not  to  discharge  fVom  ofiico  without 
desert.  Ond  forbid !  I  pray  you  lot  this  bearer  know 
what  mny  bo  learned  herein,  and  fortlio  tn»snro  1  have 
joioed  Sir  l^omaa  Shirley  to  see  all  this  luoney  dia- 
t-hargod  in  duo  sort,  where  it  tioedcth  and  behoveth. 

■■  Now  will  1  end,  that  do  Jmajgino  1  talk  still  with 
yon,  and  therefore  loathly  say  Lorowell  one  hundred 
thuuiBuid  times,  though  ever  1  pray  God  bless  you  frwn 
all  harm,  and  navo  you  ^m  all  foes,  ^^'ith  my  million 
and  legion  of  thanks  for  all  your  ]iains  aud  cares, 
"  As  you  know  ever  the  some, 

"E.  R. 
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"  P.S,  Let  l\'ilkes  see  that  be  is  acceptable  to  you.  If 
bything  there  be  that  W.  shall  desire  answer  of  bo 
Bch  ao  you  would  liave  but  me  to  know,  write  it  lo 
a-BcIf.  You  know  I  can  keep  both  others'  oouneel  And 
me  own.  Mistrust  not  that  anylhing  you  would  have 
pi  ehall  be  disclosed  by  me,  for  although  this  bearer 

t  many  things,  yot  you  may  answer  him  such  as  you 

ahall  tliink  meet,  and  write  to  me  the  rest."  ' 

Thos,  not  even  her  &vourite  Leicester's  misrepreeen- 
tatiotis  could  make  the  Queen  forget  ber  ancient  friend- 
ship for  "  her  own  crow ;"  but  meantime  the  relations 
between  that  "  bunch  of  brethren,"  black  Norriaand  the 
nat,  and  I'elham,  Hollock,  and  other  high  ofBcei-s  in 
Loiceater'a  army,  had  grown  worse  than  ever. 

One   August  evening  there  was  a  supper-pai'ty  at 
Count  Hollocfc'a'  quarters  in  Gertmydeuberg.     A  mili- 
tary  foray  into  Brabant  had  juat  taken  place,  ade,  cib, 
nnder  the  lead  of  the  Count,  and  of  the  Lord      '"' 
Ujushal,  Sir  William  Fclham.     The   marshal  bad  re- 

tuesied  Lord  Willoughby,  with  hie  troop  of  horse  and 
ve  hundred  foot,  to  Join  in  the  enterprise,  but,  asuHUal, 
particular  paine  had  been  taken  that  Sir  John  Norria 
should  know  nothing  of  the  affair*  I'elham  aud  Hollock 
— who  waa  "  greatly  in  love  with  Mr.  I'elham"'— bad 
invited  several  other  gentlemen  high  in  Leicester's  con- 
fidence to  accompany  the  expedition ;  and,  among  the 
rest.  Sir  Philip  Sidney,  tolling  him  that  ho  "  should  see 
some  good  service."  Sidney  came  accordingly,  in  great 
haote,  from  Flushing,  bringing  along  with  him  Edward 
~^~  '  "  »t  hot-headed  young  man,  who,  according  to 
•'  greatly  governed  his  elder  broiber,"— but 
r  arrived  at  Gertntydenberg  too  lata.  The  foray 
I  over,  and  the  party — "  having  burned  a  iiillaiie,  mid 
i  boors " — were  on  their  return,     Sidney,  not 
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jierliaps  mucli  regrettiag  the  loss  of  his  share  in  (lu9 
nither  inglorious  shooting-party,  went  down  to  tlM 
water-aide,  accompanied  by  Captain  Norris,  to  meet 
Hollock  and  the  other  commanders. 

As  the  Count  stepped  on  shore  he  scowled  otninoualy, 
and  looked  very  mncb  out  of  temper. 

"  IMiat  has  come  to  Hollock  ?"  whispured  Captam 
Pfttton,  a  Soot^hman,  to  Sidney.  "  Has  he  a  qoarral 
with  any  of  the  party?  Look  at  bis  face  !  He  meaaa 
mischief  to  somebody." 

Dut  iSidney  was  equally  amazed  at  the  sudden  change 
in  the  German  general's  countenance,  and  as  tinabl«  to 
explain  it. 

Soon  afterwards,  tho  whole  party,  Hollock,  Lewis 
William  of  Nsssau,  Lord  Carow,  Lord  £ssex,  hard 
Willoiighby,  both  the  Sidneys,  Roger  VVilliams,  Pelham, 
Edward  Norris,  and  ibe  rest,  went  to  the  Count's  lodg- 
ings, where  they  supped,  and  afterwards  set  themaolTeft 
seriously  to  drinking. 

Norris  soon  perceived  that  he  was  no  welcome  guest; 
for  he  was  not — like  Sidney — a  stranger  to  the  doep 
animosity  which  had  long  existed  between  Sir  Jobax 
Korris  and  Sir  William  Pelham  and  his  friends.  The 
carouse  was  a  tremendous  one,  as  usually  was  the  cue 
where  Hollock  was  the  Amphitrj'on,  and,  as  the  potn- 
tious  grew  deeper,  an  intention  became  evident  on  the 
part  of  some  of  the  company  to  behave  unhandsome^ 
to  Norris.  ' 

For  a  time  tho  young  Capbkin  ostentatiously  restrained 
himself,  very  much  after  the  fashion  of  those  meek  indi- 
viduals who  lay  their  swords  on  tho  tavem-tablo,  with 
"  God  grant  I  may  have  no  need  of  thee  I  "  The  oustom 
was  then  prevalent  at  banquets  for  the  revellers  to 
pledge  eai-h  other  in  rotation,  each  draining  «  grottt 
cup,  and  exacting  the  some  fe-at  from  his  neighbour, 
who  then  emptied  his  goblet  as  a  challenge  to  his  next 

The  Lord  Marshal  took  a  beaker,  and  eallod  out  to 
Edward  Norris—"!  drink  to  the  health  of  my  Loij 
Norris,  and  of  my  hidy,  your  mother."     So  saying,  he  t 
emptied  his  glass. 

The  young  man  did  not  nceept  the  pledge, 
"our  Lordship  knows,"  he  said  somewhat  8aUetiljr> 


"  tbat  I  un  not  wont  to  drink  deep.  Air.  Sidney  t] 
can  t«ll  joii  that,  for  mj  Lcaltli's  tioki!,  1  have  drank  no 
wine  Llicee  eight  days.  If  jour  Lordahip  dosires  tlie 
pleusnre  of  eoeing  me  drunJc,  I  am  not  of  the  Bame  mind ; 
I  prajr  yon  at  Icnnt  to  take  a  smaller  glafis." 

Sir  William  insiHted  on  the  pledge-  Norris  then,  in 
o  r«ry  good  humour,  emptied  his  cup  t«  tha  Earl  of 

:x  responded  by  draining  a  goblet  to  Count  Ilollock. 

Noniii's  father,"   haid  the  young  Enil,  as  Uu 

gcd  the  Count,  who  was  already  very  drunk,  and 

iking  Hackor  than  ever. 

•'  An  'orse'a  Bither^an  'oree's  father !  "  growled  Ilol- 
lock ;  "  1  never  drink  to  horeeB,  nor  to  thoir  latbers 
either :"  and  with  this  wonderful  witticism  ho  doclinL'd 
thapledgo. 

l£sex  explained  that  the  toast  was  Lord  Norris,  father 
of  the  Captain ;  hut  the  Count  refused  to  underBtand,  and 
iuHA  fiercely,  and  with  damnable  iteration,  to  his  jest. 
"  The  Earl  repeated  hia  explanation  several  timea  with 

^Uer  snccess.     Norris  meanwhile  sat  swelling  with 

Bth,  hnt  aaid  nothing- 

Again  the  Lord  Marshal  took  the  same  great  glass,  and 
emptied  it  to  the  young  Captain. 

horria,  not  knowing  exactly  what  course  to  take, 
placed  the  glass  at  the  aide  of  his  plate,  and  glared 
grimly  at  Sir  William. 

Pelham  was  furious.  Beaching  over  the  table,  ho 
shoved  the  gtasa  towards  Norria  with  an  angry  gesture. 

"  Take  your  glass,  Captain  Norria,"  he  cried;  "and 
if  yoii  havoamind  to  jest,  seek  other  oompaniona.  I  am 
not  to  be  trilled  with ;  therefore,  I  say,  pledge  me  at 
once." 

■'  Your  Lordship  shall  not  force  mo  to  drink  more  wine 
than  I  list,"  returned  the  other.  "  It  is  your  pleasure 
to  take  advantage  of  your  military  rank.  Were  we  both 
at  home,  you  would  be  glad  to  be  my  companion." 

Norria  was  hard  besot,  and  although  his  language  was 
stDdioosly  moderate,  it  waa  not  surprising  th<it  hia 
inanner  should  be  somewhat  Insolent.  Tho  veteran 
Lon)  Marshal,  on  the  other  hand,  had  distinguished 
himaelf  on  many  battle-fields,  but  liis  deportment  at  this 

inqneting-table  was  uot  much  to  his  credit.    He  paused 
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LiAtnomout,  and  Notris,  too,  Leld  his  peace,  tliiutijig  ibat 
'  'a  enomy  would  dcust. 

It  was  bnt  for  a  moment. 

"  Captain  NorriH,"  cried  Pelham,  "  I  bid  you  plodga 
me  without  more  ado.  Neither  you  noi-  your  bust 
biouds  sfaail  use  me  ae  you  lifit.  I  nm  better  born  thaa 
you  and  your  brother,  the  colouel-general,  and  the  whole 
of  you." 

"  I  warn  you  to  say  nothing  dittTcspecHul  agaiust  my , 
brother."  replied  the  Captain.  "  As  for  yourself,  I  knmr 
how  to  respect  your  age  and  superior  rank." 

"Diinfc,  drink,  diinki"  roared  the  old  Marshal.  "I 
tell  yon  I  am  bctt«r  bom  than  the  best  of  you.  I  have 
advauued  you  oU  too,  and  you  know  it;  therefore  ilrinlc 

Sir  William  waa  as  logical  as  men  in  their  cnps  are 
prone  to  be. 

"  Indeed,  yoti  have  behaved  well  to  my  brothel 
Thomaa,"  answered  Norria,  euddetily  becoming  vety 
oourteous,  "  and  for  thin  1  have  over  loved  your  Loro- 
ehip.  and  would  do  you  any  service." 

"  Well,  thun,"  said  the  Marslial,  becoming  loader  in 
his  turn,  "  foi^et  what  hath  post  this  night,  and  do  aa 
you  would  have  done  before," 

"  Very  well  said,  indeed!  "  cried  Sir  Fhilip  Sidney, 
tr^nng  to  help  the  matter  into  the  smoother  channel 
towards  which  it  was  tending. 

Nurrin,  seeing  that  ihu  oyoa  of  the  whole  ooropony 
were  upon  them,  took  the  glass  accordingly,  and  rose  U 
lUB  feet. 

"My  Lord  Marelwl,"  he  suid,  "you  have  done  tat 
more  v,-roug  this  uight  than  yuu  can  oaaily  make  aatii^ 
&otion  for.  Hut  1  sm  utiwilliug  that  any  tiuoble  or 
offence  sliould  grow  thmugh  me.  Tliorefoixj  once  mors 
I  ptodgo  you." 

He  niiaed  the  cup  to  his  lips.  At  that  instant  Hollook, 
to  whom  nothing  had  been  aaid,  and  who  had  spoken  no 
word  since  his  happy  remark  about  the  horse's  father, 
suddenly  iiidulgi.'d  in  a  more  uraotii-al  ju>t ;  aud  neiiiing 
llio  heavy  gilt  cover  of  a  silver  vaar,  hui'Icd  it  al  ths 
htiad  of  N'orris.  It  »truok  him  fiill  on  the  fon^hoad, 
onttiiig  him  to  th«  \»mi\  The  ('antain,  stunuud  for  a 
'  foil  buck  in  his  chair,  witli  the  blood  running 
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dawn  Iiis  eyoa  and  face.  The  Count,  aiwAya  a  luan  of 
few  words,  but  prompt  in  action,  now  drew  his  dagger, 
knd  strode  forward,  with  the  intention  of  doHuatclung 
him  upon  the  sjiot.  Sir  Philip  Sidney  throw  his  arms 
around  Uollock.  however,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
othera  in  the  company,  succeeded  in  dragging  hijn  from 
the  room.     The  affair  was  over  in  a  few  Boconds, 

Norris,  coming  back  to  conaciunsneas,  sat  for  a  mo- 
ment  aa  one  amazed,  rubbing  the  blood  out  of  hia  cyea ; 
then  roae  from  thu  table  to  seek  his  adversary;  but  he 
was  gone. 

Soon  afterwards  he  went  to  his  lodgings.  The  next 
rooming  he  was  advised  to  leave  the  town  as  speedily 
as  possible ;  for,  as  it  wax  under  the  government  of 
Uollock,  and  filled  with  hia  soldiers,  he  was  waxned 
that  his  life  would  not  be  safe  there  an  hour.  Accord- 
ingly he  went  to  hia  boat,  accompanied  only  by  his 
iD&n  and  his  page,  and  ao  deported  with  his  broken 
breathing  vengeance  against  Uollock,  Pelham. 
ter,  and  the  whole  crew,  by  whom  he  had  been 
abuaed. 

ic    next  evening  there   woa   another  tremendous 

tsronse  at   the  Count's,  and.  Bays  tho   reporter  of  the 

preceding  scene,  "  they  were  all  on  snoh  good  terms, 

that  not  one  of  the  comiiany  had  falling  band  or  ruff  left 

fcboni  his  neck.     All    were  clean  torn  away,  and  yet 

blood  drawn."' 

Iward  Norris— -so  soon  as  might  be  sfierwarda — 

it  a  cartel  to  the  Count,  demanding  mortal  combat 

sword  and  dagger.*    Sir  Philip  Sidney  bore  the 


igagid  In  II,  ud  Uu  t|iwb  u  tchlcli  II 

ihuiWe  IntoiiM  plcloro  o!  KngUab  »ml 
I    Duuii  inlllUr}'l(&;  IB)  boniiK,  lulty, 
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mesaago.  Sir  John  Norris,  of  course,  warmly  and  vio- 
luutly  espoused  the  cause  of  his  brother,  and  "was 
untiinJly  more  incensed  ngainst  tho  Lord  Marshal  thus 
ever,  for  9ir  William  Pelham  waa  congidered  the  cause 
of  the  whole  affray.  "  Even  if  the  quarrel  is  to  be  ex- 
c\i8od  by  drink,"  said  au  eye-witneas,  "  'tis  bnt  aslender  , 
defence  for  my  Lord  to  excuse  hiiuBelf  by  his  cups ;  and 
ufloa  drink  doth  bewray  men's  humours  and  umnaak 
their  malice.  Certainly  the  Count  HoUock  thought  to  , 
have  doivf  a  pleasure  to  the  company  in  killing  him."* 

Nothing  could  be  more  ill-timed  than  this  quturel,  or 
more  vesatious  to  Leicettter.  The  Count — although  con- 
sidering himself  excessively  injured  at  being  chaUenged 
by  H  simple  captain  and  an  untitled  gentleman,  whom 
he  had  attempted  to  murder — ^consentcd  to  waive  his 
privilege,  and  grajit  the  meeting. 

Leicester  interposed,  however,  to  delay,  and,  if  po»-  , 
sible,  to  patch  up  the  affair.  They  were  on  the  eve  of 
active  military  operations,  and  it  was  most  vexatious  for 
the  commander-in-chief  to  see,  as  he  said,  '>  the  qiioml 
with  the  enemy  changed  Ia  private  revenge  among  onr- 
selvea."  The  intended  duel  did  not  t^e  place,  for 
various  influential  personages  snoceeded  in  deferring  the 
meeting?  Then  came  the  Iwtlle  of  Zutphen.  Sidney 
fell,  tind  Hollock  was  dan^ronsly  wounded  in  the 
attack  which  was  soon  afterwards  made  upon  the  fort. 
He  was  still  pressed  to  afford  the  promised  satisfaction, 
however,  and  agreed  to  do  so  whenever  be  should  rise 
from  bis  bed.' 

Strange  to  say,  the  Count  considered  Tjcicostcr, 
throughout  the  whole  huHiuosa,  to  have  taken  part 
against  him.* 

Yet  there  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  the  Enrl — who 
detested  the  Norrises,  and  was  fonder  of  Pelham  than  of 
any  man  livine-^uniformly  narrated  the  story  muat  on- 
juntly.  to  the  iliscredit  of  the  young  Captain,  He  con- 
xidered  him  extremely  trouhlosomo,  rapreaent^d  him  aa 
always  quarrelling  with  norao  one — with  Colonel  Mor- 
gan, Bogur  Williams,  old  Itead,  and  all  the  rest— whik 
the  Lord  Maraha),  on  the  contrary,  was  depicted  us  the 
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mildest  of  men.  "This  ImuBt  say,"  he  observed,  "that 
all  preetnt,  except  my  two  nephewa  (tho  Sidneys),  who 
aro  not  here  yet,  declare  the  greatest  fault  to  be  in 
Edward  Norris,  and  that  he  did  most  arrogantly  nee  the 
MarehnL"' 

It  is  plain,  however,  that  the  old  Alarehal,  under  the 
influence  of  wine,  was  at  least  as  much  to  blame  aa 
the  joiuig  Captain ;  aud  Sir  Philip  yidney  suffieiontly 
showed  hia  sense  of  tho  matter  bjf  being  the  bearer  of 
Edward  Norris'a  oartel.  After  Sidney's  death.  Sir  John 
Norris,  in  his  letter  of  condolence  to  W'alsingham  for 
the  death  of  his  illufitrious  son-in-law,  expressed  the 
deeper  regret  at  his  loss  because  Sir  Philip's  opinion 
hud  been  that  the  Norrisea  were  wronged.'  IloUoclc 
had  conducted  himself  like  a  lunatic,  but  this  lie  was 
apt  to  do  whether  in  his  cups  ur  not.  He  was  always 
for  killing  some  one  or  another  on  the  slightest  provo- 
cation, and,  while  the  dog-star  of  15B6  was  ra^ng,  it 
was  not  hia  fault  if  he  had  not  already  despatched  both 
Edward  Norris  and  the  objectionable  "  Mr.  P.  B." 

For  these  energetic  demonstrations  against  Leicester's 
enemies  he  considered  himself  entitled  to  the  Earl's 
eiemal  gratitude,  and  was  deeply  disgusted  at  his  appa- 
rent coldness.  The  governor  was  driven  almost  to 
despair  by  these  quarrels.  His  colonel -general,  his 
lord-marshal,  hia  lieutenant-general,  were  all  at  daggers 
drawn.  "  \V'ould  God  I  were  rid  of  this  place !"  he 
exd&imed.  "  What  man  living  would  go  to  the  field 
and  have  hia  officers  divided  almost  into  mortal  quarrel? 
One  blow  bat  by  any  of  [heir  lackeys  brings  us  alto- 
"  "'ler  by  the  eara.'" 

was  clear  that  there  was  not  room  enough  on  tho 

lerhind  soil   for  the    Earl    of    Leicester    and    the 

Norris.     The  Queen,  while  apparently  siding 

L*jrc-CHT«p.'  3BI-  M   ntCdly  procA^ded   In  u  J  fl»r  th* 

lUnL"  Imlf  XT  .F.  KrpTTlii     ILonalr  of  ontrriT  rrboSrlnif  hli  hidwur 
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with  the  Earl,  intimiited  to  Sir  John  that  she  did  not 
disapprove  hia  conduct,  that  she  ehould  prubably  nraall 
him  lo  England,  und  that  she  shuTild  Hcnd  him  bnck  to 
the  Provinces  aflei'  the  Earl  had  left  that  couutiy.' 

Such  had  been  the  position  of  the  govemor-gdnenj 
towards  the  Qaecn,  towards  the  Stattis-Ooneral,  &iid 
towards  hia  own  countrymen,  during  the  year  158B. 

1  "I  tad  not  much  lo  flo,"  ytna    Md l/ial  jtvJiiaH  affrmaUtrti.tnl a 


Miimlj  (dJ  Mr.  ScurUiy  *   ilugulu  muibcr) 

gwil  opiDlaa  or  ;dq  ind  jcai  icilHU.  Uajnt; udberoHiadlduinulrniav 

.  .  ,  B»llevB  me,  I  do  ddI  Ond  wy  mu  «  Um  tumlm  chui 

on  tluu  nidi)  tqotl  wllh  juv  lu  bn-  Mn|«-  ""dxr  bli  EicollencT'i 

IWL  tan  3^11T  ufBtj  taurdaj  for  maj  InitJ  CtaL  Ibe  rbEqi  of  Knflllid  I*  Hi 

(renHIT*.  mi  luUi  iwIvkJ  to  nmin  jav.  tHa  Id  Hiip^  tbe  dkIMit  at  Ibu  dMn 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


Late  in  the  autnnm  of  the  samo  yoar  an  Englishman 
arrived  in  the  Kelherlanda,  bearer  of  dospatchea  from 
the  Queen.  He  had  been  entrusted  by  her  HajeBty  wjih 
a  speoi&l  mission  to  the  StatCB-tJeneral,  and  he  had  euuu 
an  interview  with  that  assembly  at  the  Hague. 

He  was  a  smuU  man,  apparently  foity-liTe  years  of 
age,  of  a  fair  but  somewhat  weather-etained  complexion, 
with  light-brown,  closely-curling  Imir,  an  eipunsive 
funiheail,  a  clear  blue  eye,  rather  commonplace  feafurcB, 
a  thin,  brown,  pointed  beard,  and  a  slight  moiislache. 
ThdUgb  low  of  stature,  be  was  broad-chested,  with  well- 
buit  limbs.  His  hands,  which  were  small  and  nervous, 
wero  brown  and  callons  with  the  marks  of  toil.  There 
wna  Romctbing  in  bis  bn>w  and  planco  not  to  be  mis- 
talcen.  and  which  men  willingly  call  master ;  yot  ho  did 
not  seem  to  have  sprung  of  the  bom  magnates  of  the 
««rth.  Ho  wore  a  heavy  gold  chain  about  his  neck,  and 
it  might  be  observed  that  upon  the  light  full  Blcevcs  of 
his  Rlaaliod  doublet  the  image  of  a  small  ship  on  a 
lerreKtrial  globe  was  curiously  and  many  times  em- 
broidered. 

It  was  not  tlie  first  time  that  he  had  visited  tbo 
Sotlierlundn.  Thirty  years  before  the  man  had  betn 
apprentice  on  boui'd  a  small  lugger,  which  traded  be- 
tween the  EnglieU  ooast  and  the  ports  of  Zceland. 
Emer^ng  in  early  boyhood  from  his  parental  mansion — 
an  olil  boat,  turned  bottom  upwards  on  a  sandy  down 
—he  had  naturally  taken  to  the  sea,  and  his  mivator. 
dving  childless  not  long  afterwards,  bequeathed  to  him 
tfi6  lugger.  But  in  time  bis  spirit,  too  much  confined 
by  cocutting  in  the  narrow  soas,  had  taken  a  bolder 
"  ^t.     Ho  had   risked  hia  hard-earned  savings  in  a 

fBgo  with  the  old  slave-trader,  John  Hawkins — whoso 
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ccertiuiw,  in  what  was  then  considerud  au  honoiuuble 
uiid  useful  Tix'AtioD,  had  been  rowai-ded  by  Queen 
EUaiabeth  with  her  special  favour,  and  with  a  coat  of 
arms,  the  creat  whereof  was  a  negro's  bead,  propor. 
chained— biif  the  lad's  first  and  itM  enterprise  lu  this 
field  was  unfortunate.  Captured  by  Spaniarda,  and  only 
escaping  with  life,  he  determined  to  ruvengo  himaolf  on 
the  whole  Spanish  nation  ;  and  (his  was  considered  a 
most  legitimate  proceeding  according  to  tho  **  «e«t 
divinity  "  in  which  he  had  been  schook'd.  Hia  subse- 
quent expeditions  against  the  Spanish  posaeasiotw  in  tiw 
AV'est  Indies  were  eminently  succesd'ul,  and  soon  tlw 
name  of  Francis  Drake  rang  through  llio  world,  and 
ftartled  Philip  in  the  depths  of  his  Escorial.  Tho  6at 
Englishman,  and  the  second  of  any  nation,  ho  then 
ploughed  his  niomorablo  "  furrow  roiitid  the  earth," 
''arTying  amazement  and  destruction  to  the  Spaniards  u 
he  sailed,  and  after  throe  years  brought  to  the  Quoen 
treasure  enough,  as  it  was  asserted,  to  maintain  a  war 
with  the  Spanish  King  for  seven  years,  and  to  pay  him- 
self and  oowpanions,  and  the  merchaut-ad venturers  who 
had  participated  in  his  enterprise,  forty-sevon  pounds 
ularling  for  every  pound  invested  in  the  voyage.  Th« 
speculation  hod  been  a  fortunutu  one  both  for  Mmwlf 
and  for  the  kingdom. 

Tho  terrible  Son-King  was  one  of  the  great  types  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  self-hehiiug  urirato  aavon- 
turer,  in  his  little  vessel  the  '  Qoluen  Uiud,'  one  hun- 
dred tons  burthen,  liad  waged  successful  war  antnst  a 
mighty  empire,  and  had  shown  England  how  to  linntbla 
I'hilip.  \\  hen  ho  again  set  foot  on  his  native  soil  be 
was  follcm-ud  by  admiring  ctowds,  and  beuame  tho 
favnurite  hero  of  romance  and  ballad ;  for  it  was  not 
the  ignoble  pursuit  of  gold  alone,  Ihmugh  (oil  and  peril, 
whieb  hnd  endeared  his  name  to  ihf  naliun.  llie  popu- 
lar inxtinot  i-ud^Qised  that  the  true  uivaua  hod  boon 
foiiud  at  hut  for  rescuing  ICngland  and  I'rotestantiian 
from  tho  overshadowing  empiro  of  Spain.  Tho  Uneon 
visitod  him  in  his  Minlden  Hind,' and  ^ve  him  tita 
hoTiiur  of  knightliuiid. 

Tho  iTHuty  lietwoen  tho  Tnilnd  NotharUnda  and  Eof^ 
land  hatl  been  followed  by  nu  embargo  upon  Knglidi 
VBawU,  )>cnons,  and  property,  in  the  ports  of  Spaisj 
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anil,  after  Gto  yeare  of  imwonted  ropoHo,  the  privatoers- 
man  again  set  forth  with  Iweuty-five  email  vessels 
— gf  which  five  or  sis  only  were  anned — uniler 
his  command,  conjoined  with  that  of  Genei-al  Carliele. 
Thifl  time  the  voyage  waa  undertaken  with  full  permis- 
sioii  and  aasistttsce  of  the  Queen,  who,  however,  intended 
to  disavow  him,  if  «he  ahould  find  Kiich  a  etep  conve- 
nient.' This  was  the  expedition  in  which  Philip  Sidney 
had  desired  to  take  port.  The  Queen  watebed  iie  result 
with  intense  amiety,  for  the  fate  of  her  Netherland 
wlTentnre  was  thought  lo  be  hanging  on  the  iaaiie. 
Cpon  Drake's  voyage,  in  very  truth,  dopendeth  the 
'^  and  death  of  the  cause,  according  to  man's  judg- 
fct,"  mid  Walainghani.' 

The  imue  was  encouraging,  even  if  the  voy^^e— as  a 

mercantile  epeculatiou — proved  not  so  brilliant  as  the 
previous  enterprises  of  Sir  Francis  bad  been.  He  re- 
turned in  the  midMimmer  of  loSG,  having  captured  and 
brandschatzed  St  Domin^j  and  Carthagena,  and  burned 
St.  Augustine.  "  A  fearful  man  to  the  King  of  Spain  is 
Sir  Frrmois  Drake,"  said  Lord  Burghloy.'  Neverthe- 
le^,  the  Queen  and  the  Lord -Treasurer — as  we  have 
I  by  the  secret  conferences  at  Greenwich — had, 
afcirithstandiug  these  succeaaes,  expresaed  a  more 
it  de«re  for  peace  than  ever. 
imple,  aoafaring  Englishman,  with  half-a-dozen 
tvble  little  vessels,  bad  carried  terror  into  the 
1  posseBsions  all  over  the  earth ;  but  even  then 
I  great  Queen  had  not  learned  to  rely  on  the  valoiu- 
r  vnlonteers  agaiust  her  most  formidable  enemy,* 
tke  was.  however,  bent  on  another  enterprise. 
B  preparations  for  Thilip's  great  floot  had  been  going 
—lily  forward  ia  Liebon,  Cadiz,  and  other  porta  of 
a  aai  Portugal,  and,  despite  aflsurances  to  the  con- 
j,  there  was  a  growing  belief  that  England  waa  to 
E  invaded.  To  deittroy  those  ships  before  the  monarch's 
I  would  be,  indeed,  to  "  singe  bis  be-ard."  But 
>  arm  was  daring    enough    for  such  a  atroke  ? 


I 


M,'  In  fuCK-    HUfvra't  -  CUtonlcEe.'    BuRuw. 


S8  THE  [IXITER  NETHERLANDS.  Chap.  XI. 

Whose  but  that  of  the  Dovonsbire  skipper  who  had 
already  accompliBhed  bo  much? 

And  so  Sir  Frnnpis,  "  a  man  true  to  his  word,  merciful 
to  those  under  bim,  and  hating  nothing  eo  much  as 
idleness,"'  had  come  to  the  Netlierlanda  to  talk  over 
hia  project  with  the  Staf«s-Cleneral,  and  with  the  I>utch 
merchajita  and  Gect^aptains.*  Hie  vittit  was  not  un- 
fruitful. As  a  body  the  oRsembly  did  nothing ;  but 
they  recommended  that  in  sTery  maritime  city  of  Hol- 
land and  Zeeland  one  or  two  ships  should  be  got  ready, 
to  participate  iu  all  the  future  enterprises  of  bir  Franoia 
and  hie  comrades.* 

Tlie  martial  spirit  of  volunteer  sailora,  and  the  keen 
inatinct  of  merouitile  spectdation,  wore  relied  upon — 
eiactly  as  in  England — to  furnish  men,  ships,  and 
mone.v.  for  tbese  dsriuG;  and  profitable  adventnrea. 
llie  foundation  of  a  still  more  intiniat«  conneotion 
between  England  and  Holland  was  laid,  and  theaoeforth 
Hutchmou  and  Englishmen  fought  side  by  side,  on  land 
and  sea,  wherever  a  blow  was  to  be  struck  in  tlie  cause 
of  human  freedom  against  despotic  Spain. 

The  famous  BabiiiKton  coub-piracy,  discovered  by 
Walsingbam's  "  travail  and  cost,"  had  comi 


«  w.»mi»t.  nu.  ivi-jM,  WHO 

la  at  mn  tat  Pnkt  Id  Uh  Nellw-  hv*  viHry  tf  O^  ttftrnm.    I   li»» 

odi."  pull;  InUwud  Sr  P.  tHito  sf  •■ 

'  '  TtH  nriw  of  01'  Fru]cl>  Dnka  lUu  of  Uic«  cnnninM.    How  oul  M 

inm."»n)l*Wllli«,  'M  Hiat  ~n  m; IaiI  at  ' 
iiarnilinil, 
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the  Queeii  and  her  coiinHellors — if  further  proof  were 
nut  BUperflaoufi — that  her  throne  and  life  were  both  in- 
ootnpatihU'  with  Philip's  deep  designs,  and  that  to  keep 
■'    "  ireli  out  of  the  Nethorlande  was  as  vital  to  hor 

p  him  out  of  England.     *'  She  is  forced  by  this 
y   to   eountenance   the  canae  by  all  outwurd 
he  may,"  said  ^^'alsingham,  "  for  it  appeareth 
r  most  plain,  that   unltas  stie  had  enterea  iUo  the 
e  had  biai   utttrli/  undont,  and   that  if  she  do  not 
nite  the  same  she  cannot  continue." '     ITie  Seore- 
L  Bent  Leicester  informHtion  at  an  early  day  of 
it  secret,  begging  his  friend  to  "  make  tno  letter 
retic  after  be  had  read  the  same,"  and  expresHing 
1  that  "the  matter,  if  well  handled,  would 
:  the  neck  of  all  dangerous  practices  during  her 

j'tnigedy  of  Mary  Stuart— a  sad  but  inevitable 

ri  of  the  vast  drama  in  which  the  emancipation  of 

pd   and     Holland,    and,    through    them,    of   half 

stf^Ddum,  was  accomplished — -approached  its  catA- 

le :  and  Leifeater  could  not  reatraia  his  anxiety 

r  immediate  execution.  He  reminded  Walsingham 

be  great  seal  had  been  put  upon  a  warrant  for  her 

tntion  for  a  less  crime  seventeen  years  before,  on 

1  of  the  Northumberland  and  Westmorland 

Mllion.     ■'  For  who  can  warrant  these  villains  from 

"  be  said,  "  If  that  person  live,  or  shall  live  any 

God  forbid !     And  be  yon  all  stout  and  resolute 

R  Kpeedy  execution,  or  be  condemned  of  all  iho 

for  ever.     It  is  most  certain,  if  you  will  have  her 

Mty  safe,  it  must  be  done,  for  justice  doth  crave  it 

'b  policy."*    His  own  personal  safety  was  deeply 

Bifnoinised.  "  Your  Lordship  and  I,"  wrote  Burghley, 

-     e  very  great  motes  in  the  traitors"  eyes ;  for  your 

hip  there  and  I  here  should  first,  about  one  time, 

I  ■  Lire.  Oumip.'  MI.  incUHd  igiliuit  Ixr  Mnexlft  jwrtga. 

SI,    (ID  OBt  ttM.)   ShiIh    »0>plriKlB  be  ukpo   ■»>;,  jcl   Uia 

•j^aillM  (iUKMlliif  of  Jmtto  igirinit  Buln,  Tu  uliom  11  nvn:  (iDt  Kuxl,  in  niT 
"     ■  '  ■         ■     icirmt  DDllI  1   uplnloii.  lo  fiit  Uwl  nppurtiuiltj'  which 

In  gr«iiy  BUTTtl    Digbi  hi-  iikea,  wUris  •  puliugnit  majr 
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have  been  killed.  Of  j-our  Lordahip  they  thought 
rather  of  poisoning  Uuin  iilA,viiig.  After  ub  two  gone, 
they  purpoBed  hor  Majesly'B  deati."  ' 

But  ou  this  great  affair  of  state  the  Earl  was  not 
ewayed  by  such  personal  consi derations.  Ee  honestly 
thought — as  did  all  the  atatosnien  who  governed  Eng- 
Innd— that  English  liberty,  the  vei^'  exiBtenee  of  the 
English  comruoii wealth,  was  impossible  so  long  as  Mary 
Stuart  lived.*  Tinder  these  ciruumstancos  he  was  not 
impatient,  for  a  time  at  least,  to  leave  the  Netherlands. 
Ilis  administration  had  not  been  very  successfnl.  He 
had  been  led  away  by  his  own  vanity,  and  by  the  flat- 
teiy  of  artful  domagogues,  but  the  immense  obstacles 
with  which  he  had  to  contend  in  the  Queen's  wavoriDK 
policy,  and  in  the  rivalry  of  both  English  and  Dutui 

Eliticians,  have  been  amply  exhibited.  That  he  had 
en  generous,  courageous,  and  zealous,  could  not  ho 
denied;  and,  on  the  whole,  be  bad  accomplished  as 
much  in  the  field  as  could  have  been  expected  of  him 
with  such  meagre  forces,  and  «o  barreu  an  exchequer.* 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  his  leaving  tlia 
Netherlands  at  fhut  moment  was  a  most  unfortunats 
step,  both  for  his  own  reputation  and  fur  the  sei^urity  of 
the  Frovinoes.  Party-spiiit  was  running  high,  and  m 
political  revolution  was  much  to  be  dreaded  in  so  ^rftva 
a  [xisitionof  affairs,  both  in  England  and  Holland.  Th« 
anangemcnfs— and  particularly  the  secret  arrangemetiU 
which  ho  made  at  his  departure — were  the  most  fatal 
measares  of  all ;  but  these  will  be  described  in  the  fol- 
lowing chapter. 

On  the  3lBt  October,  the  Earl  announced  to  the  atetd- 
PQuncil  his  intention  of  returning  to  England,  stating, 

giH  oa.    as  the  cause  uf  this  sudden  determination,  that 

ux.     he  had  been  summoned  to  attend  the  parli*- 

■  'uent  then  sitting  in  \N  estminster.     Wilkes,  vrho  waa  of 


■  Bnag^-larcOHn^'tll,  (ItSrpL    i 
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e  preaent.  haring  now  suf^ceeded  EiUigrew  as  one 
I  two  Engliith  inembftrs,  observed  that  "  the  Htates 
il  oooncil  used  but  §leii(ler  eutreuty  to  his  EkDellency 
r  hia  atay  and  countenance  there  among  thtni,  whei-eat 
&  Excellency  and  we  that  were  of  the  eouocil  for  her 
bjeety  did  not  a  little  marvel."  ' 
Some  weeks  later,  however,  upon  the  21at  November, 
ester  summoned  Itameveld,  and  five  other  of  Iho 
tates-General,  to  diBcutss  the  necessary  mea-   im  kqt. 

a  for  hia  departure,  when  those  gentlemen      ""^ 

mooelrated  very  earnestly  upon  the  step,  pleading  the 

T  and  confusion  of  affairs  which  must  necessarily 

The  B^rl  declared  that  he  was  not  retiring  from 

>  country  becaniie  he  was  offended,  althongh  he  had 

iny  caoseo  for  offence;    and  he  then  alluded  to  the 

.▼inlion  Act.  to  the  establishment  of  the  finance- 

m^l,  and  spoke  of  Bui^rave  and  Beingault,  for  hia 

Bploymenl  of  which  individuals  so  much  obloijuy  had 

'»en  heaped  npon  his  head.     Bui^ravo  he  pronounced, 

I  nBOul.  a  substantial,  wise,  faithful,   religious  per- 

_  !,  entitled  to  fullest  confidence  ;  while  Reingault 

t-whu  had  been  thrown  into  prLson  by  the  States  on 

^  isof  frand,  peculation,  and  sedition— he  declared  to 

"  a  great  financier,  who  had  promised,  on  penalfy  of 

a  he«d,  to  bring  great  sums  into  the  treasury  for  carry- 

1  the  war,  without  any  burthen  to  the  eommu- 

_,.j .    '     Had  he  been  able  to  do  this,  he  had  certainly 

I^Uaim  fo  be  conaidered  the  greatest  of  financier  ;   but 

)  promised  "  mountains  of  gold  "  were  never  disco- 

1,  and  Reingault  was  now  awaiting  his  trial.  ' 


apluL-    LtHonter  u  Wlllw. 
iM.    (S.  P.  OBrr  MS.) 

nndiDc  iiut  at  stitH  or  Hot- 

nirlDUB  Bi^tnBL  Ri-Tn^ulti  mod 
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The  deputies  replied  tliiit  tLe  concessions  upon  the 
NaTigalion  Act  had  satisfied  the  country,  but  that 
Peingnnlt  v/ae  a  known  inHtninieut  of  the  S)>iiniards, 
and  Bui^raTe  a  miscJiief-innking  demogof^u,  who  con- 
sorted with  malignantfi.  and  sent  slanderous  reports  con- 
cerning the  Slatoaand  the  country  to  her  MajeBty,  TTiey 
had  in  consequence  felt  ciMiged  to  writ«  private  de- 
spatches to  envoy  <>rtcl  in  Eugknd,  not  because  they 
Bi]Hpect«d  the  Earl,  but  in  order  to  connterscl  the  calum- 
nies of  his  chief  advixerB.  They  had  urged  the  agent 
to  bring  the  imprisonment  of  Paul  Buys  before  her  M«- 
jestj,  but  for  that  tranBaction  Leicester  boldly  disclaimed 
all  responaihility.' 

It  wa.4  agreed  between  the  Earl  and  the  deputiea  that, 
during  his  absence,  the  whole  govemmeut,  civil  and 
n'.ilitary,  should  devolve  upon  the  state-council,  and  that 
Sir  John  Xorris  should  remain  in  command  of  the  English 
forces.' 

Two  days  afterwards  Leicester,  who  knew  veiy  w«ll 
that  a  legation  was  about  to  proceed  to  England,  withcnit 
any  previous  ooncnrrenco  on  his  part,  summoned  a 
ooramittoe  of  the  States- General,  tocvther  with  Bani«- 
veld,  into  the  state-council.  Counsellor  Wilkes  on  his 
behalf  then  made  a  speech,  in  which  he  ob)>erved  tliat 
more  ample  communications  on  the  part  of  the  State* 
were  to  be  espi'cted.  They  had  in  previous  colloquiw 
tuuclied  upon  corapamtivrsly  unimportant  matlera,  but 
he  now  be^ed  to  be  informed  why  rhcHc  couimissionera 
were  proceodinp;  to  England,  and  what  was  the  nature 
i)f  iheir  inatrtictions.  Why  did  not  thoy  formally  offer 
tlio  sovereignty  of  the  I'rovinces  to  the  Queen  without 
ouiiditious  ?  That  step  hud  already  bucn  luken  by 
TJtrecht* 

llie  depntios  confi-rred  apart  for  a  little  while,  and 
then  repbed  that  tlie  proposition  made  by  Utrecht  waa 
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Tiotorifjiisly  fiictions,  illegal,  and  altogether  futile.  With- 
ont  the  ^auction  of  all  the  United  States,  of  what  valuii 
wae  tlie  declaration  of  Utrecht  ?  Moreover,  the  charter 
of  that  province  had  been  reckleBsly  violatfid,  its  govern- 
mfiiit  overthrown,  and  it«  leading  citizens  baniehed. 
'I'he  action  of  the  Province  nnder  such  circumstances 
WHS  But  deserving  of  comment ;  but  should  it  appear 
(hat  her  Majeaty  was  dedrouH  of  aieuming  the  sovc' 
n^ignty  of  the  ProviDceB  upon  reasonable  conditions,  the 
Slaiiut  of  Holland  and  of  Zeelond  would  not  be  found 
backward  in  the  busiuesR.' 

LeicCHter  proposed  that  Prince  Maurice  of  Naaeau 
■hould  gu  with  him  to  England,  as  nominal  chief  of  the 
cubni^y,  and  some  of  the  deputies  favoured  the  sng- 
gentjon.  It  was,  however,  vigorously  and  succesKfully 
opposed  by  Bameveld,  who  ui^^  that  to  leave  the 
country  without  a  head  in  such  a  dangerous  position 
uf  affairs,  would  be  an  act  of  madnees.'  Leicester  was 
much  annoyed  when  informed  of  this  decision.  He  was 
rtupected  of  a  deiiign,  during  his  absence,  of  converting 
Maurice  entirely  to  his  own  way  of  thinking.  If  unsuc- 
oeavfol.  it  was  Kdieved  by  the  Advocate  and  by  many 
others  that  the  Earl  would  cause  the  yoimg  Prince  to 
bo  detained  in  England  as  long  as  Philip  William,  his 
broihcr.  liad  been  kept  in  Spain.  He  observed  peevishly 
tluit  he  knew  how  it  had  all  been  brought  about.* 

Words,  of  course,  and  handsome  compliments  were 
escbonged  between  the  Governor  and  the  States-Genonvl 
00  bis  ueparture.  He  protested  that  he  had  never  pur- 
tnied  any  private  endw  during  his  administnition,  hut 
had  ever  sought  to  promolB  the  good  of  the  country  and 
(he  glory  uf  the  Queen,  and  that  he  had  spent  three 
linndred  thousand  florins  of  his  own  money  in  the  brief 
puriud  of  his  residence  there.' 

The  Advocate,  on  the  part  of  the  States,  assured  him 
that  they  were  all  aware  that  in  the  friendship  of  Eng- 
land lay  their  only  chance  of  salvatiim,  but  that  united 
actiun  was  the  sole  means  by  which  that  salvation  could 
l>r  offocled,  and  the  one  which  had  enabled  the  late 
I'rinoe  of  Orange  to  maintain  a  contest  unequalk-d  by 
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anything  recorded  in  hiBtoiy.  There  was  also  much 
dJBqniaition  on  the  subject  of  finnnce— the  Advocnto 
ubservuig  that  the  Statos  now  raised  an  much  in  a  monlh 
wt  the  I'ruvinces  in  the  time  of  the  Emperomscd  to  levy 
in  a  year — and  eipriased  tlie  hope  that  the  Queen  would 
increnao  her  contingent  to  ten  thousand  foot  and  two 
thousand  horse.  He  repudiated,  in  the  name  of  the 
States-Goneral  and  his  own,  the  poaeibility  of  peace- 
negotiations  ;  deprecalnd  any  nllusion  to  the  subject  aa 
fatal  to  their  religion,  iheir  liberty,  their  very  existence, 
aud  equally  disastrous  to  P^igland  and  to  Frotesl autism, 
»tid  implored  the  Karl,  iherefuro,  to  nse  all  his  iiifluenoe 
in  opposition  to  any  pacific  overtures  to  or  fiiim  Spain.' 

On  the  24th  N'ovember,  acta  were  dran'n  up  and 
signed  by  the  Earl,  according  to  which  the  Bupreme 
i4ihNoT.  government  of  the  L'nited   Netberlunds  waa 

'"''  formally  committed  to  the  ntate-council  dutin^ 
bis  abxonco.  Decrees  were  to  be  prononnctid  in  tlio 
name  of  his  Excellency,  and  countersiKncd  by  Maurice 
..f  Nassau. 

Un  the  foUowiug  day,  Leicester,  being  somewhat  in- 
disposed, requesiod  a  depnialion  of  the  StateMjeneral 
lu  wait  upun  bim  in  his  own  bouse.  This  was  dons, 
and  H  formal  aud  affectionate  farewell  was  then  read  to 
him  by  his  «ocretar}-,  Mr.  Atye.  It  watt  respouded  to 
in  coiuplimentnrv  fashion  by  Advocate  Itameveld,  who 
uguin  tuolc  occasion  at  this  porting  interview  to  impren 
upon  the  governor  the  utitjr  impossibility,  in  bia  own 
opinion  and  that  of  the  other  deputies,  of  reooncJUng 
the  I'rovincos  with  Spain.* 

IjoioiiHlar  rcouivod  from  the  Btatca — as 
parting  preiient — a  silver  gill  va«o.  "as  H 
and  then  dc|mrt«d  for  Fliu<hiug,  to  take  shipping  tat 
ICngloud.* 

>  Itor.   HuvTil,  Wmhuu,   I'M    •■V-    sum    imannnivd   H 


,     Urra,    lloll.    (    OsL     UmL,  m  vruunl    of    lU   ^K,  n 

IM.       Wi^wu.   Tliu    dbIj  lun  t— '11  irlilnt  it  Uw  r>itl  tt 

Un  inbuii  tItiL    YwWrBiipW^M, 

cop    (lwt>).   ■■  II   «•     TllL  U. 
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CHATTER    XII. 


■  nr  the  Engllfh  iM  I 
l»Dt  —  Lvmocratlr    llii 


Kina  not  onnatural  that  the  Queen  Bhould  desire  the 
sence  of  her  favourite  at  thnt  inomentoii§  epoch, 
1  the  dread  question,  "  aiU  fur  a'li.  fi:ri,"  had  at  last , 
mdeil  its  definite  solutiun.  It  mia  inevitable,  too, 
it  Leiceater  should  feel  great  anxiety  to  be  upon  the 
>t  where  the  great  tragedy,  bo  full  of  fet«  to  all  Chi-ie- 
diini,  and  in  which  his  own  fortunes  were  §o  closely 
rolved,  was  to  be  enacted.  But  it  was  moat  cruel  to 
t  NefherlandH — whose  well-being  was  nearly  as  im- 
it  to  Elizabeth  as  that  of  her  own  realm — to 
_i!  tkem  into  anarchy  at  aiich  a  moment.  Yet  thtn 
I  the  necessary  result  of  the  sudden  retirement  of 

Be  did  not  resign  his  goremment.     He  did  not  bind 

Bself  to  return.      The  question  of  sovereignly  was 

!1  onsettled,  for  it  was  still  hoped  by  a,  large  and  in- 

Motiol  party  that  the  English  Queen   would  accept 

IB  proposed  annexation.    It  was  yet  doubtfHil,  whether, 

teing  the  period  of  abeyance  the  States- General  or  the 

'  '  B8-ProvinciaI,  each  within  their  separate  sphere, 

>  entitled  to  supreme  authority.     Meantime,  as  if 

e  were  not  already  sufficient  elements  of  disscnMon 

1  doubt,  came  a  sudden  ttvd  indefinite  interregnum, 

B provisional,  an  abnormal,  and  an  impotent  govem- 

Mnt.     To  the  rtato-council  was  deputed  the  cioeutive  - 

kthority.     But  the  state-council  was  a  creature  of  the 

atM-Goneral,  acting  in  concert   with  the  governor- 

Ineral,  and  having  no  actuul  life  of  its  owu.     It  wa^  a 

\  of  coneidtation,  not  of  decision,  for  it  could  neither 


106  THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS.  Cb*p.  SlI. 

enact  its  own  decrees  nor  interpose  &  veto  upon  the 
docroes  of  the  governor. 

Certainly  the  selection  of  Leiceatar  to  fill  so  important 
tL  post  bud  not  been  a  very  fortunate  one  ;  and  the  en- 
tbuitiasm  which  bad  greeted  him.  "  aii  if  he  had  been  a 
Mcseifth,"  on  his  arrival,  had  very  rapidly  dwindled 
away,  us  his  personal  cbanu:ter  became  known.  The 
leading  politioians  of  the  country  had  already  been 
aware  of  the  error  which  tbey  had  committed  in  clothing 
with  almost  sovereign  powers  the  delegate  of  one  who 
had  refuiied  the  sovereignty.  They  wore  too  adroit  to 
neglect  the  opportunity,  which  her  Majesty'd  anger 
offered  theoi,  of  repairing  what  they  considered  tlwir 
blunder.  When  at  last  the  quarrel,  which  looked  so 
much  like  a  lovers'  quarrel,  between  Elizabeth  and 
"  Sweet  Kobin,"  had  \teeii  appeased  to  the  satisfaction  of 
nobin,  his  royal  mistress  Ix'came  more  aiigry  wilb  the 
States  for  circumscribing  than  she  had  before  been  for 
their  exaggeration  of  his  authority.  Hence  the  iiii< 
placable  hatred  of  Leicester  to  Paid  Buys  and  Bain»- 

Those  two  statesmen,  for  eloquence.  learning,  readi- 
nwa,  administrative  Jkculty,  suqiassed  by  few  who  havo 
ever  wielded  tho  destinies  of  free  commonwoalthB,  were 
fully  equal  to  tho  task  thrown  upon  their  hands  by  the 
progress  of  events.  That  task  was  no  slight  one,  for 
it  w»s  to  the  loading  statesmen  of  Holland  and  Gng- 
laud,  b-natained  by  the  indomitable  resistance  to  despot- 
ism almost  universal  in  tho  Knglish  and  Ihilch  natlona, 
that  tho  liberty  of  Europe  wasentntsled  attliatmcanen- 
tiras  epoch.  Whether  united  under  one  crown,  on  the 
Ketherluidors  ardently  desired,  »r  olosely  atlitxl  far 
aggression  and  defeiioe,  the  twn  peoples  were  bound 
indiiMolubly  together.  The  clouds  were  rolling  tip  ftxnn 
thii  HiIaI  wiuth,  hlncker  and  more  portenlous  than  over ! 
the  u-lifiuial  oiiuilibrium  of  force,  by  which  the  (atu  of 
P'ranco  was  kept  in  snnpcnite,  was  obviously  growing 
pver^'  day  more  nnoerlaiu ;  but  the  prolungtMl  and 
awful  int<(nnl  befero  ihe  tem^pest  should  burst  ovnr  tho 
laiida  of  freedom  nnd  Protestantiinn,  gave  at  leiet  time 
for  the  prudeut  to  piepan".  The  Armada  wua  growing 
entry  day  in  tho  porta  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  ana 
Walainghuu  donbted  as  little  r«  did  l!u)-a  or  Banie- 
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veld    toward  what  ithoree    that    invasion   was  to  be 

directed.     England  was  lo  lie  conquered  in  order  that 

the   rDbellious   N«tUer!au<iB  might   be    reduced ;    and 

"  M«i;io"  was  to  be  let  slip  upon  the  unhappy  I{enr3' III. 

&:<  Booa  aa  it  was  thought  probable  that  the   Bt'arnese 

Biid   the   Valois   had  sufficiently  eihausted  each  other. 

I'hili|i  was  to  reign  in  PartH,  Amsterdam.  London,  and 

l^Biinbui^li,  without  stirring  from  the  Escorial.      An 

^HklceUent  programme,  had  there  not  been  some  English 

I^HlitleDien,  some  subtle  secrelariea  of  state,  some  Dcvon- 

Lt'  ftir«  skippera,  some  Dntuh  advocates  and  merchants, 

some  Zecland  fly-boat«men,  and  nix  million  men.  tcoineu, 

Slid  children,  on  the  two  siiles  of  thu  Ncrth  Sea,  who 

hod   the    power  of  expressiug  their   thoughts   rather 

bluntly    than  otherwise  in   diScrent    dialects  of    old 

AuKlo-SasoD  speech. 

Certainly  it  would  be  unjust  and  ungracious  to  dis- 
[mrBge  the  heroism  of  the  great  Queen,  when  the  hour 
of  dknger  really  came,  nor  would  it  be  legitimate  for 
Us.  who  can  scan  that  momentous  year  of  expectation, 
ir)87,  by  the  light  of  gubeequeut  events  and  of  secret 
cuntcmjKinineons  record,  to  censure  or  even  sharply  to 
criticise  the  royal  hankering  for  peace,  when  peace  had 
tv^]y  booomo  impossible.  But  as  wc  shall  have  occa- 
■i(in  to  examine  rather  closely  ihe  secrets  of  the  Spanish, 
French.  English,  and  Dutch  councils,  during  this  epoch, 
we  ore  likely  to  find,  perhaps,  that  at  least  as  great  a 
di-bt  is  due  to  the  English  and  Dutcli  people,  in  mass, 
for  the  prt-servation  of  European  liberty  at  tiiat  disas- 
IniUB  epoch  as  to  any  sovereign,  general,  or  stateitman. 

For  it  was  in  the  great  waters  of  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury that  the  nations  whose  eyes  were  open  discovered 
llie  fountain  of  perpetnal  youth,  while  others,  who  were 
blind,  paased  rapidly  onward  to  decrepitude.  England 
"""  ».  in  many  respects,  a  d.iHpotism  so  &r  as  regarded 
mmentaJ  forma;  and  no  doubt  the  Catholics  were 

i  with  greater  rigour  than  could  be  justified  even 

Li.!.fe)r  tbe  perpetual  and  most  dangerous  machinations  of 

the  aeminnty  priests  and  their  instigators  against  the 

throne  and  life  of  Elizabeth.     The  word  liberty  was 

never  musical  in  Tudor  ears,  yet  Englishmen  had  blunt 

^(gnguea  and  sharj)  weapons  which  rarely  rusted  for  want 

^^■!jise.     In  the  presence  of  a  parliament  and  the  ab- 
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Bence  of  a  Btanding  army,  &  people  sccnstomed  to  react 
the  Hible  in  the  vomaciilor,  lo  handle  greut  queatioQB 
of  religion  and  govemmcnl  freely,  and  to  bear  anni 
will,  was  inrjsf.  formidable  to  deBpotisni.  Tbei-c  was  an 
advance  on  tlie  olden  time.  A  Francis  Dmkc,  a  Joba 
Hawkins.  »  Roger  VVilliama,  migbt  have  been  §o]<],. 
under  the  nantagenets,  like  an  ox  or  an  ass.  A  "  fomalft- 
villain  "in  the  reign  of  Henrj"  HI-  eonld  hare  fc 

SiiirubaBed  for  eighteen  shillings— hordlj-  Iho  price  of  %, 
attod  pig,  and  not  one-lhird  the  value  of  an  ambling, 
palfrey — and  a  mala  villain,  sneh  an  one  as  eould  in 
£luiabelb's  reign  circtininavigate  the  globe  in  hitt  own 
ihip,  or  take  imperial  field-marcbals  by  the  beard,  waa 
worth  but  two  or  three  pounds  sterling  in  tie  merket. 
Here  was  progrere  in  three  centurieit,  for  the  villaiTW' 
were  now  become  admirals  and  generals  in  Euglani) 
Mid  Holland,  and  conatituted  the  uiainetny  of  these  two 
little  commonwealths,  while  the  comnianderB  wba 
governed  the  "  invincible  "  flect«  and  armies  of  onmjpo*' 
tent  Spain,  were  all  cousins  of  empcroi's.  or  givadew 
of  bluest  blood.  Perhaps  the  system  of  the  Hefomuh' 
tion  would  not  prove  the  least  effective  in  the  impcodinf 
crisis. 

It  was  most  important,  then,  that  thece  two  nattona 
should  bo  united  in  council,  and  should  staud  dhoiilder 
to  ehiiuldor  as  their  great  enemy  advanced.  Bnt  thifl. 
was  precisely  what  hod  been  rendered  almont  inipomabl*' 
by  the  course  of  events  during  Leicester's  yearof  m1- 
ministrnlion,  and  by  bis  sudden  but  not  final  r^tiromeiit. 
At  its  elose.  The  two  great  national  parties  wliich  h«4 
gTBdually  been  forming  had  remained  in  a  Hnid  si 
during  the  presence  of  the  governor-gen iTal.  I>nriiig 
his  niKwncn  they  gradually  hardened  into  tbT<  Ibniis 
which  they  were  deslini'd  to  retain  for  enuturios.  In, 
the  history  of  oi*-il  liberty,  those  inceshant  eontcstv, 
these  oral  and  written  diwiuisitinns,  thei-e  sharp  cob* 
CusKions  of  opinion,  and  the  still  harder  blows,  wliich^ 
unfortunalely,  wore  dealt  on  a  few  occasiuus  by 
oonibatants  npon  each  otLer.  make  the  vear  IAS 
meinorahlo  one.  The  groat  queetions  of  the  origin  t>f 
BUTommenl,  the  balance  of  dynnstie  forces,  the  distribu* 
lion  of  piiwem,  were  dealt  with  by  the alle st  heads, both 
Dutch  iind  Knglikh  that  could  U<  eii:p1oyul  in  tho  wKf 
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Vtic«  of  the  kingdom  and  repnblic.     It  waa  a  war  of 
I  protocols,  arguments,  oratiomi,  Tejoindere,  apo^tilles,  and 

■  pamphlets,  very  wholonioitte  for  the  cuiiBe  ol'  free  insti- 
■((Qtione  and  the  intellectnal  progrexB  of  luiuikind.     The 

ler  may  perhaps  be  aurprised  to  see  with  how  much 
inr  and  boldnejat  the  grave  questions  which  underlie 
1  polity  were  handled  bo  many  years  before  tho  days 
f>ft  Butsell  and  Sidney,  of  MonleBqiiieu  and  Looke, 
T^JFhatklia,  Jefierson,  Rousseau,  aud  Voltaire ;    and  he 

■  'ggtf  be  eren  more  astonished  to  find  exceedingly  demo- 
lintic  doctrines  propounded,  if  not  believed  in,  by 
tnioed  Htatesuion  of  the  Elizabethan  school.  He  wiU 
be  also  apt  to  wonder  that  a  more  fitting  time  could  not 
be  found  for  such  philosophical  debate  than  tho  epoch 
at  irliich  bulh  the  kingdom  and  ihe  republic  were  oalled 
upoa  to  strain  every  sinew  against  the  most  formidable 
and  •egressive  despotism  that  the  'world  had  known 
NDce  uie  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire. 

The  great  dividing-line  between  the  two  parfios, 
Hut  of  Leicester  and  that  of  Holland,  which  co:itrolled 
the  Bctiott  of  the  Statos-General,  was  the  question  of 
(QTereignty,  After  the  declai'ation  of  independence 
and  the  repudiatioa  of  Philip,  to  whom  did  the 
Kveieiguty  belong?  To  the  people,  said  the  Leices- 
trians.  To  the  States-General  and  the  States- Provincial. 
m  legitimate  representatives  of  the  people,  said  the 
fiolluid  party,  ^^'itho^t  looking  for  the  moment  more 
I'^losely  into  this  question,  which  we  shall  soon,  find  ably 

■  i&oaBsod  by  the  most  acute  reosoners  of  the  time,  it  is 

dI^  important  at  present  to  make  a  preliminary  reflec- 
The  Earl  of  Leicester,  of  all  men  in  the  world, 
1  eeem  to  have  been  precluded  by  hie  own  action, 
'  y  the  action  of  his  Queen,  from  taking  ground 
t  the  States.     It  was  the  States  who.  by  solemn 
qr,  had  offered  the  sovereignty  to  Elizabeth.     She 
it  accepted  the  oSor,  but  she  had  deliberated  on 
bject,  and  certainly  she  had  never  eicpressed  a 
t  whether  or  not  the  offer  had  been  legally  made. 
e  Slates,  too,  that  govemor-gcneraUhip  had  beon 
i  upon  the  Earl,  whioh  hmJFbeen  so  ihankfully 
_6rly  accepted.     It  was  utrange,  then,  that  he 
1  deny  the  esistence  of  the  power  whence  hia 
1  authority  was  dcvived.      If  the  States  weie  not 
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sovereigDa  of  tlio  Netherlands,  he    certainly   was  no- 
thing.    Ho  was  but  general  of  ft  few  tlioueand  Englitih 

The  Leiceeter  party,  then,  proclaimed  extreme  demo- 
orfttic  principles  as  to  the  origin  of  goveminent  and  the 
Buvereiguty  of  the  people.  ITiey  aoughl.  to  Btrengihen 
and  to  loaJce  almost  abeolnte  the  exetiitive  authori^  uf 
their  chief,  on  the  ground  tliat  isuch  was  the  popular 
will  J  and  they  denounced  with  great  acrimony  the  in- 
Bulence  of  the  upstart  members  of  the  St&tea,  half  K 
dozen  traders,  hired  advocates,  churls,  tinkerti,  and  iho 
like — as  Leicester  was  fond  of  designating  the  men  who 
opposed  him— in  assuming  these  airs  of  sovereignty.' 

This  might,  perhaps,  be  philosophical  doctrine,  bad 
its  Bupportors  not  forgotten  that  there  had  never  been 
any  pretence  at  an  espreBsion  of  the  national  will,  ex- 
cept thwugh  the  moutlis  of  the  States.  Tlie  Stat«^ 
General  and  the  States- Pro vi hoi al.  without  any  usurpa- 
tion, but  as  a  matter  of  fact  and  of  great  political  con- 
venience, had,  during  fifteen  years,  exercised  the 
authority  which  had  fallen  from  Philip's  hands.  The 
people  luthcrto  had  acquiesced  in  their  action,  and  cor- 
tainiy  there  bad  not  yet  been  any  call  for  a  popular 
convention,  or  any  other  device  to  ascertain  the  popular 
will.  It  wns  also  difGcult  to  imi^pne  what  was  the 
exact  entity  of  this  abstraction  called  the  "  people  "  by 
men  who  expressed  euob  oxt rem e  contempt  for  "raer- 
chantA.  advocates,  town-orators,  churls,  tinkers,  and  1mm 
noohanio  men,  bom    not  to  command  but  to    obey." 


t. 


16,     DEMOCRATIC  THEORIES  OF  THE  LEICESTBIANS.       Ill 

Who  were  the  people  when  the  educated  classes  and  tlie 

working  classes  were  thuecarefullyeliminatud?  Hardly 

the  simple  peaitSiiitry — the  boors— who  tilk'd  the  soil. 

■ "   that    day  the  sgricultural  laboyrera  less    than  all 

dreamed  of  popular  sovereignty,  and  more  than 

othera  sttbioitted  to  the  mild  authority  of  the  States. 

rordiiig  to  the  theory  of  the  NefherUnd  constitutions, 

I  weie  supposed — and  they  had  themselves  not  yet 

lovered  the  fikliaeies  to  whit-h  such  doctrines  could 

■to  bo   represented    by  t!ie  nobles   and  ooimtiy- 

lires  who  maintained  in  the  States  of  euch  ProTince 

general  farming  interests  of  the  republic.  Moreover 

the  number  of  agricultural  peneanta  wae  comparatively 

smtJl.     The  lower  classes  were  rather  accuBtomed  to 

plough  the  sea  than  the  land,  and  their  harvests  wore 

—    led  from  that   element,  which  to  Hollanders  and 

landera  woa    less    capricious  than  the  solid  earth. 

it  every  inhabitant  of  thoiie  Bea-bom  territories 

:  sense  or   another,  a  mariner  ;    for  evoiy 

ighway  was  a  canal ;  the  soil  was  percolated  by  rivers 

and  estuaries,  pools  and  meres ;  the  fisheries  were  the 

museries  in  which  still  more  daring  navigatora  rapidly 

learned  iheir  tiado,  and  every  child  took  naturally  to 

~  an  as  to  its  legitimate  home. 

"  people,"  therefore,  thns  enthroned  by  the  Lei- 

avfr  oB  tJie  itJuihitaiih  of  the  country,  appeared 

eyes  rather  a  misly  abstraction,  and  its  olaim 

ule  sovereignty  a  doctrine  almost  as  fantastic  as 

of  the  divine  right  of  kings.     The  Netherlanders 

OB  the  whole,  a  lnw-abiding  people,  preferring  to 

ct  even  a  revolution  according  to  precedent,  very 

atlftehed  to  ancient  usages  and  traditiona,  valuiug 

iberties,   as  they  called  ihem,    which  they  had 

?d  from  what  had  been  superior  force,  with  their 

rigbt  hands,  preferring  facts  to  theories,  and  ieel- 

»)]npe(eut    to  deal  with  tyrants  in  liie  concrete 

ler  than  to  annihilate  tyranny  in  the  abstract  by  a 

and  generalizing  phrafeeulogy.     Moreover  the  op- 

its  of   the    Leioester  party  complained  that  the 

pal  use  lo  which  this  newly-discovered  "  people  " 

een  applied,  was  to  confer  its  absolute  sovereignty 

mdilionally  upon  one  man.     The  people  was  ta  be 
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Utreobt,  the  capital  of  the  Lcicestriaos,  bad  alraa^y 
heea  deprived  of  its  constitution.  The  magistracy  in\ 
according  to  lnw,  changed  everj  year,  A  list  of  cuidi- 
dutes  was  futniidied  by  the  retiring  board,  an  eqnol 
ntiinbcr  of  nainca  was  added  by  the  govomor  of  the 
Province,  and  from  the  catalogue  thus  composed  the 
governor  with  his  council  selected  the  new  magistrntm 
for  the  year.  But  De  Villiera,  the  governor  u{  the 
Province,  had  been  made  a  jiriaoner  by  the  enemy  in 
the  last  campaign ;  Count  Moeurs  had  boen  ap{H)inted 
provisional  stadholder  by  the  States;  and.  during  his 
temporary  absence  on  public  alTairs,  the  Lei  coat  riaiis 
had  seized  upon  the  government,  exclndcd  all  the  an- 
cient magistrates,  banisheil  many  leading  citizens  from 
the  town,  and  installed  an  entirely  now  board,  with 
Gerard  I'roninck,  called  Devon ter,  for  chief  biii^omastei', 
who  was  a  Brabantine  refugee  juHt  arrived  in  the  Vra- 
vinco.  and  not  eligible  to  office  untii  after  tea  yeius' 
reaidence.* 

It  waa  not  unnatural  that  the  Netbcrlandera,  who 
reraenibcred  the  scenes  of  bloodshed  and  disorder  pro- 
duced by  the  memorable  attempt  of  the  Dufee  of  Anjuu 
to  obtain  popspHsion  of  Antwerp  and  other  citiea,  abould 
bo  siiBpiciouii  of  Leicester.  Anjou,  too,  hud  be<^n  called 
to  the  Provinces  by  the  voluntary  action  of  the  Bt«tM- 


•  el  Uirrrhl    I'Tltlu  n>ainiiTKTir>."«i*  arm  ■■■ 
« ihi  SulM    In  Uw  NHHrrluidh  wnt  nniM  btfiOj  k* 
■■    Kryi.  •.  M. 
il.  nt,  tM.    lUjil,  ..  t^ 


SCSPICIOSS  AS  TU  "I'llE  EARL'S  DESIGNS, 

TT«  ioo  had  been  hailed  as  a  Meeeioli  and  a  deliverer. 
In  him  Uki  liad  unlimited  confidenco  been  repobed,  oiid 
ke  lutd  repaid  their  affection  imd  their  grfttiiiids  Ity  a 
terate  stt^mpt  to  obtain  the  control  uf  their  chief 
M  hy  the  armed  hand,  and  tluu  to  constitute  himtelf 
slate  Bovereign  of  the  Netherlands.  The  inhabi- 
B  bad,  after  a  bloody  cont^vSt,  averted  the  iuti;nded 
pacre  and  the  impending  tyranny  ;  but  it  was  nut 
Dishing  that— so  very  few  years  having  elapRed 
B  ihoMi  tragical  events — they  should  be  inclined  to 
eovercly  the  actioiiB  of  the  man  who  had  already 
ined  by  nnconBtitulional  nioanB  the  msBtery  of  a 
'mporlant  city,  and  was  supposeil  to  harbour  dc- 
ipon  all. 

doubt  it  vrm  a  moat  illiberal  and  unwise  policy 
Kthe  inhabitants  of  the  independent  Stales  to  exclude 
■D  idSoe  the  wanderern,  for  conEcience'  sake,  from 
p  obedient  Provinces.  They  ehonld  have  been  wel- 
i  hcurt  and  hand  by  thoae  who  were  their  brethren 
■  religion  and  in  the  love  of  freedom.  Moreover,  it 
I  ni.rt«riouH  that  Hohcnlo,  lieutenant-general  under 
'  !C'  of  Nassau,  was  a  German,  and  that,  by  the 
htyvri  lb  England,  two  foreigners  sat  in  the  state -oouncil, 
Tie  tlie  army  swarmed  with  English,  Irish,  and  Ger- 
ft  ufficcru  in  high  command.  Nevertheless,  violently 
Rlbvert  the  constitution  of  a  Province,  and  to  place 
B  of  high  responsibility  men  who  were  inc-Ugible 
me  whose  characters  were  suHjiicious,  and  some 
,>  were  known  to  be  dangerous,  and  to  banish  large 
kibcTs  of  respectable    burghers^waa    the  act  of  a 


L    -hulrKillQd.    Ttf^T  luTi  nliKKd  I^al 


■flilBft  hln  pcrpotiull]'  with  J«lauif]r  or  thti  limd.    You  ihall  1ii 

ilLbudtM  »T  IndlTldiuh  Hut  inKrhnd  colnnbrui  igcnl  nhkli 

«Ublilihu|i«iufuuiiii]igvb1tnJT.|i«T-  «ri;e    ,    .     .    Let  her 

bap    •onrUin    POOH.     "Tlia  9lil»-  Uol  Wi  ipdl  h  Mc  abi 

0CMf*l.''  I>#TCIII«  vblifwra)  Id  Lc1c»-  ddccitdi  Of  mn.  awl  n 

WT^  Hf,  "  «n  bTconlntf  mure  prenuop'  viU  be  Ih/  rtnll-    T^t  k 

nuu  41II7,    TCtj  luTc  duTd  ID  nuld  eonnplnic]'  by  m  mMrn  1 

*v  aM  amtim  In  ths  urniblT  wbum  rnuto,  lil  tin    teaX    j 

^K  VOL.  II. 
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Befliilofl  tLeir  democratic  doctrines,  tlie  Leicestrians 
proclaimed  and  encouni);ed  an  exclusive  and  rigid  Cal- 
ritusm.  It  would  certainly  l>e  unjust  and  fiitiJe  to  de- 
tract &oin  the  vast  debt  w-hich  the  republic  owed  to  the 
Geneva  Chur-b,  The  reformation  had  entered  the 
NelhorlandB  by  the  Walloon  gate.  The  earliest  and 
most  eloquent  preachers,  the  most  impassioned  conveHx, 
the  Euhlimest  martyrs,  had  lived,  preaohod,  fought, 
sufTored,  and  died  with  the  precepts  of  Calvin  in  theij 
hearts.  The  fire  which  had  consumed  the  last  vestig* 
of  r«yal  and  sacerdotal  despotism  throughout  the  ind^ 
pendent  republic,  had  been  lighted  by  the  banda  of 
(>alvinist«. 

Throughout  the  biood-stained  soil  of  France,  too,  the 
men  who  wore  fighting  the  same  groat  battle  as  wen  | 
the  Netherlandere  agninet  Philip  11.  and  tlie  InqiiUn- 
tiou,  the  valiant  cavaliers  of  l)auphinj  and  Provence, 
knelt  on  the  ground,  before  the  battle,  smote  their  iT«n 
breasts  with  their  mailed  hands,  utt«Ted  a  Calvinistio 
prayer,  sang  a  psalm  of  Marot,  and  then  charged  upon 
(iuise,  or  upon  Joyouse.  under  the  while  plume  of  the 
Bernese.  And  it  was  on  the  Calvinist  weavers  and 
clothiers  of  Rochello  that  the  groat  Prince  relied  in  th* 
hour  of  danger  as  much  as  on  hie  mountain  ehivatrr. 
In  Englund,  too,  the  seeds  of  liberty,  wrapped  np  in 
('-alvinism  and  hoarded  through  many  trying  years,  were 
lit  last  d^tincd  to  float  over  land  and  sea.  and  tn  bmr 
large  harvesln  of  temperate  freedom  for  great  com- 
monwealthe,  which  were  still   unborn.      KcverthelcM 


i 


EXTREME  VIEWS  OF  THE  CAJ.VIKISTS. 


was  a  growing  averaion   in  many  parts  of   iLe 
for  the  rigid  Bnd   intolerant    spirit  of  llie  ib- 
irmed  religion.     There  were  many  men  in  Hulliiud 
'bo  bad  already  imbiltd  the  true  lijsson^lhe  only  one 
irth  learning  of  the  liefonnation — -liberty  of  thought ; 
ii  toleration  iu  the  eyes  of  the  extreme  fM-viuiBtio 
.rty  wag  as  great  a  vice  as  it  could  be  in  the  cKlima- 
a  of  Papists.     To  a  favoured  few  of  other  babila  of 
mgbt,  it  had  come  to  be  regarded  as  a  virtue;  but 
day  wna  still  far  distant  when  men  were  to  scorn   ' 
le  very  word  toleration  as  an  intsnlt  to  the  dignity  gf 
ui ;  as  if  for  any  human  being,  or  set  of  human  beings, 
cast«,  class,  synod,  or  chnrch,  the  right  could  evea 
imagiiuttioD    be  conceded    of  controlling  the    con- 
mooB  of  their  fellow-creaturos. 
But  it  waa    pnigress  for  the  sixteenth  century  that 
in  were  individuals,  and  prominent  iiidlviduale,  who 
ired  to  proclaim  liberty  of  conscience  for  all.  \Vil1Jam    [ 
[W  Orange  was  a  Calviniat,  sincere  and  rigid,  but  he  da- 
■ounced  all  oppression  of  religion,  and  <ipcned  wid« 
tti«  doors  of  the  commonwealth  to  Papists,  Ltitberans, 
(Hid  AnabaptiEts  alike,     llie  Earl  of   Leicester  wua  a 
Oalviuifit,  most  rigid  in  tenet,  most  edifying  of  conver- 
Mtion,  the  acknowledged  bead  of  the  Puiitan  party  of 
England,  but  he  was    intolerant,  and  was  influenced 
oal^  by  the  most  intolerant  of  his  sect.     Certainly  it 
would  have  required  great  magnanimity  upon  his  part 
to  a^itme  a  friendly  demeanour  towards  the  Papists^ 
It  is  easier  for  us,  in  more  favoured  ages,  to  rixe  to  tho  ] 
hotgbtB  of  philosophical  abstraction,  than    for  a  maa 
placed  aa  was  Leicester,  in  the  front  rank  of  a  mighty 
Mtttfl,  in  which  the  triumph  of  either  religion  seemed 
to  require  the  bodily  annihilation  of  all  its  adversaries. 
Hfl  believed  that  the  success  of  a  Catholic  conspiracy 
Main^t  the  life  of  Elizabeth,  or  of  a  Spanish  invasion  of 
£iglftnd,  would  raise  Mary  to  the  throne  and  consign 
htnaelf  to  the  scaffold.     He  believed  that  the  subjuga- 
tion of  the  independent  N  elherl an ds  would  place  the 
Bpaniardii  insfanlly  in  England,  and  he  frequently  re- 
eaived  information,  true  or  false,  of  Popish  plots  that 
were  CTCT  hatcbinc  in  various  parts  of  the  Provinoea 
against  the  English  Queen.'     It  was    not   Bur]>nsing, 

'Ittfti  pbtu  yom  HCt«l  U^r,ij."  Willi*  Wilkpi.  -  iIbtb  1.  o.rac  luio  mj 
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thorefore.  aHiough  it  was  unwise,  Uiatheshoald  incline 
bis  ear  most  Beriously  faj  t.liose  who  counHolled  Bever* 
inoaaureB  not  only  against  Papists,  but  against  tboad 
who  were  not  pereecntora  of  T'lipists,  and  that  he  Khonld 
idlow  himself  to  be  guided  by  adTcntnrere,  who  wore 
the  lUTusk  of  religion  only  that  they  might  plunder  lh« 
exchequer  and  rob  upon  the  highway. 

Under  the  administration  of  this  extreme  party,  there- 
fore, the  PapiatH  were  maltreated,  disfranchised, 
banished,  and  plundered.'  The  distribution  of  the 
heavy  war-taxtw,  more  tban  two-thirds  of  which  wew 
raised  in  Ilolland  only,  was  confided  to  foreigners,  and 
regtiUted  mainly  et  Utrecht,  where  not  one-tenth  part  of 
the  some  revenue  was  collected.  This  naturally  excited 
the  wrath  of  the  inercltants  and  manufacturers  of  Holhuid 
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]|  qui  tanlli  tiDlu  mwfrUt  Ibtt  Uh    aumtrY  and  Utarty  » 

Qmm,  ncrttlni  nliiliHl  »™r  wB*  «o 


Uollwd.  ud  hj  Uh  I 
•ul  ffalMlccn.  H,  umflr.  PnHwUuU,  wlilrli  pnniiiiiKl  lb«  whoto  (m 
FDrtUM,Aa*b>ptUii,uiim>uiWbMiu.  "~1*  u"  «nl"  ft*  drtl  «d  n 
Wdt  w*  BD  ^hK  tiBMbw.  It  la  rn^l  Ubwij'  tti  «ir.  Onnpfii  Kialt. 
MTUki,  ttaU,  dindlBc  ibh  Id  Dn  fuu.    aumunt.'  M.  Hft.  v)»  tUM  n] 

^^•  —  -  -te  PivMUati  ml  run-    IBI  1»  *•  lloBun  OiiIk 
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i  the  other  Provinces,  who  liked  not  that  these  hard- 
rncd  and  UvisMy-p&id  Bubsidiea  should  be  meddled 
th  bj  any  but  the  cleanest  hanils. 
(The  olergy,  too,  arrogikted  a  direct  influence  in  poli- 
d  aSairs-     Their  demonHtrations  were  opposed  by  the 
a-LeiceHtriftnH,  who  cared  not  to  see  a  (ieneva  theo- 
'  a  the  place  of  the  vanished  Papacy.     They  had 
e  reTerenoe  in  secular  affaire  for  CalviniBtic  dea- 
8  as  for  the  college  of  cardinals,  and  would  as  soon 
Mpt  the  infallibility  of  Sixtus  V.  as  that  of  Herman 
jdet.     The  reformed  clergy  who  bod  dispossessod  and 
Confl^cated  the  property  of  Uie  ancient  ccoiesiaiities  who 
once  held  a  constitutional  place  in  the  Estates  of  Utrecht 
— allhough  manyof  those  indiWduals wei'C  now  married 
and  had  embraced  the  reformed  rcligion^vho  had  de- 
molished, and  sold  at  public  auction,  for  12,300  florins," 
the  time-honoured  cathedral  where  the  earliest  Chris- 
tians of  the  Netherlands  had  worshipped,  and  St.  Willi- 
1  had  ministered,  were  roundly  rebuked,  c 
I  one  occasion,  by  the  blunt  Hollanders  for  meddling 
b  matters  beyond  their  sphere.* 
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The  party  of  (ie  Statcs-Genernl,  as  opposed  fo  ihe 
Leicester  party,  wiis  guided  by  the  statuBmen  of  Hol- 
land. At  a  somewhat  later  period  ivas  fuitned  the 
SlalflB-right  party,  which  claimed  eovereignty  for  each 
rrovince,  and  hy  neoeesary  coaBCquence  the  hegemony 
throughout  the  confederacy,  for  Holland.  At  praseat 
the  dootrinc  maintaiued  was  that  the  uovereigDty  for- 
feited by  Philip  had  naturally  devolved  «i>oq  the  Statea- 
Geueral.  The  Gtatesmcn  of  this  pirty  repudiated  tlte 
oalunmy  that  it  had  therefore  lapsed  into  the  hands  of 
half-a-ddKen  mechanics  and  men  of  low  degree.  The 
States  of  each  Province  were,  they  maintained,  cgm- 
posed  of  nobles  and  conn  try- gentlemen,  aa  repreiienting 
the  agricullnral  intereet,  and  of  depntiea  from  the 
"  vToedschttppeii,"  or  municipal  governments,  of  every 
city  and  MnalleBt  town. 

Snch  men  as  Adrian  van  der  Werff,  the  heroic  biu^o- 
maetor  of  Leyden  during  its  famoua  siege,  J  ohn  Van  d«r 
Does,  statesman,  orator,  eoldier,  poet,  Adolphiis  Meet- 
kerkc,  judge,  financier,  politician,  t'arl  Kooida.  Noel  da 
Caroii.  diplomatist  of  most  signal  ability,  Floris  Thin, 
Paul  Buys,  and  Oldon-Bameveld,  with  many  olhera, 
who  would  have  done  honour  to  the  legislative  asaem- 
bliea  and  national  councils  in  any  conntry  or  any  age, 


diem, 
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constantly  returned  as  members  of  the  diffei-ent 
^dechapB  in  tho  oomnion wealth. 
80  far  from  it«  being  ti'ue  tlicn  tliat  half-a-dozeit  igno* 
[&t  mechanica  bad  iiiiiirpcd    the   sovertiignly  of  tbe 
'lovincts,  ufter  the  abjuration  uf  tbe  Spaoiuh  King,  it 
be  usserted  in  general  termB,  that  of  tlie  eight  bun- 
thuusand    inhabitants  of   Holland  at  least  eight 
indreid  persons  were  ahvaya  eugugod  in  tbe  admini»- 
ition  of  public  affairs,  that    these    individuals  vera 
itnolly  exchanged  for  others,  and  tbtit  those  whose 
i  became  must  prominent  in  the  politics  of  the  d^ 
ire  remarkable  for  thorough  education,  high  talents, 
"  eluquencc  with  tongue  and  pen.'     It  was  acknow-   ' 
jed  by  the  leading  dlatcsmen  of  England  and  France^ 
repeated  oocasious  throughout  the  sixteenth  centuiy, 
tliat  die  diplomatists  and  statesmen  of  the  Netherlands 
WOB  even  more  than  a  match  for  any  politicians  wba 
trere  destined    to    encounter  them,  and  the  profound 
nfipect  which  Leicester  expressed  for  these  solid  eta1e&- 
men,  these  **  substantial,  wise,    weil-languaged "  men,   i 
these  "  big  fellows,"  so  soon  as  he  Came  in  contact  with  \ 
tiiem,  and  before  he  began  to  hate  them  fur  outwitting 
*  '  1,  ha«  already  appeared.     They  were  generally  men    I 
iho  people,   doiti  without  any  of  the  accidents   of  I 
tnne;  but  the  leaders  bad  studied  in  the  common    [ 
shuole.  and  later  in  the  noble  universities  of  a  land 
ire  to  bo  learned  and  eloquent  was  fast  becoming 
OmoBt  as  great  an  honour  as  Iti  be  wealthy  or  high 

Tbe  executive,  the  legislative,  and  the  jndiciary  de- 
mtrntit  were  more  carefully  and  Bcienlifically  sepo- 
.i  thau  ooidd  perhaps  have  been  expected  in  that 
.  The  lesser  municipal  conrtM,  in  whiiji  city-senalors 
sided,  were  subordinale  to  tbe  supreme  court  of 
BoUsnd,  whose  officers  were  appointed  by  the  stad- 
tolden  and  council ;  the  supplies  were  in  the  hands  of 
M  States- Provincial,  and  the  supreme  administrative 
intharity  was  confided  to  a  stadbolder  appointed  by 
.Ite  States. 

»  The  Stales-General  were  constituted  of  similar  mato- 
ials  to  tlioee  of  which  the  States-Provincial  were 
ruct«d,  and  the  same  individuals  were  generally 


120  THE  ir.MTED  NETHKKLANPS.  Cil*r.  XIL 

lit'oiuinent  in  both.  Thoy  were  deputiex  appdmted  by 
<Iie  I'lxivmcial  EsUteH,  weTe  in  truth  rather  more  likv 
diplomatic  envoys  tbun  eenatorx,  were  generally  IxiuncL 
Tery  rtvictly  liy  inBtmctions,  and  were  uften  obliged,  by 
the  jefdonsy  springing  from  the  States-right  principle, 
to  r«fer  to  their  conetituente,  on  qiieations  when  th« 
times  demanded  a  sudden  decision,  and  when  the  neoM- 
Bary  delay  was  inconvenient  aod  dangerous. 

In  religious  matters,  the  Statee-party,  to  their  honour, 
already  leaned  to  a  wide  toleraliuu.  Not  only  UHthoUca 
were  not  bamed,  but  they  were  not  bauit>ht>d,  and  Tery 
largo  uurabers  remained  in  the  territory,  and  wore  quit* 
undisturbed  in  religious  matters  within  (heir  own 
doors.  There  were  even  men  emploj'ed  in  public-  kfbin 
who  were  Buspeet«d  of  papistical  tendencies,  althoui^ 
their  hostility  to  Spain  and  their  attachment  to  their 
native  land  could  not  fairly  be  disputed.  The  leaders 
of  the  States-party  had  a  rooted  averBion  to  any  puUtical 
influence  on  the  puit  of  the  clei^  of  any  denominaticai 
vrhatov^r.  Dispo^od  to  be  lenient  to  all  forms  of  wor- 
ship,  they  wero  disinclined  to  an  established  chnrofat 
but  still  more  opposed  to  allowing  church- iniliienoe  in 
secular  aTEum.  As  a  matter  of  course,  politicnl  tDMl 
with  such  bold  views  in  religious  mattere  were  bitterly 
asaailed  by  their  rigid  opponents.  Bamovold  with  hiM 
'■  nil  wire  tutidsima  fides."  was  donmmped  bb  n  diffused 
Tntholio  or  an  infidel,  and  as  for  Pniil  Buys,  liu  waa  a 
"  Iwlsk-rer  of  Papists,  an  atheist,  a  devil,"  na  it  has  lon^ 
since  bct-n  made  manifest. 

Nevcrtholesa  these  men  believed  that  they  nndenrtood 
Iho  spirit  of  their  country  and  of  the  ago.  In  eni^oiinige* 
mont  to  an  expanding  commerce,  the  elevation  aitd 
odiicniion  of  the  masses,  the  toleration  of  all  ore«da,  utd 
n  wide  didtribiition  of  politioal  funotions  aud  righti, 
tbey  looked  for  the  salvation  of  their  nascent  r«]>ubUe 
fii)m  dextriiotioD,  and  the  maintenance  of  tho  trae 
iuterroits  of  the  pi-oplo.  They  were  still  loyal  to  Queen 
K!i3»l>eth,  and  dusirouH  (hat  she  nlioidd  accept  the 
sovereipity  of  the  Piiivinces.  But  they  were  deter- 
mined that  the  envorcignty  should  be  a  oonslitutional 
one,  founddd  upon  and  limited  by  the  time- honoured 
laws  and  tniditioiui  of  thc7ir  cumouwealth;  fur  they  r^ 
OU]piiaed  the  value  of  a  free  republic  with  an  herodi- 
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tarj-    cliief,    however   anomalouB    it    might    in  theoiy 

k[ip«ar.      They    knew    that    in    Utrecht    the    Loices- 

triui  party  were  alwnt  1o  offer  the  (Jueen  the  Bove- 

'ffity  of  their  Pnivinoe,  leitAuat  tmiditioni,  but  they  ■wore 

teimined  that  nuither  Queen  Elizabeth  nor  any  other 

roh  should  ever  reign  in  the  Netherlands,  eaxept 

\AvT  conditiouij  to  be  very  aucunitely  defined  and  wull 

■Thufl  contrasted,  then,  were  the  two  great  parties  in 
TB/ Setherl&nds,  at  the  cont-lurion  of  Leicester's  fin^t 
"  r  of  adininiatration.  It  may  easily  be  understood 
Ittt  it  was  not  on  auapiciuUB  moment  to  leave  Iho 
mtry  without  a  chief. 
ftThe  Btrenglh  of  the  States-party  lay  in  Holland, 
pelanid,  FrieKland.  The  mainstay  of  the  deniocialic 
(LeioeBter  fiiction  was  in  the  city  of  Utrecht,  but  the 
\  had  many  partizaiis  in  Geldertand,  Fricsland,  and 
j^OvsrytBel,  the  capital  of  which  I'ro^-ince,  the  wealthy 
1.  thriving  Ueventer,  second  only  in  the  republic  to 
lam  fiir  commercial  and  political  importance, 
t  recently  Beourcd  for  the  Provinces  by  tha 
s  meiuureB  of  Sir  William  Pelham, 
%e  oonditiou  of  the  republic  and  of  tho  Spanish 
hlCM  was,  at  that  moment,  most  signally  contrasted. 
t  effects  of  despotism  and  of  liberty  could  over  be 
hiUted  at  a  single  glance,  it  was  certainly  only  iie- 
r  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the  picture  of  the 
<ll)edient  and  of  the  rebel  Netherlands. 

Sinee  the  fall  of  Antwerp,  the  desolation  of  Rrabant, 
FlaoiletB,  and  of  the  Walloon  territories  had  become 
rolote.  The  King  had  recovered  the  great  cotnmcr- 
X  capital,  but  its  commerce  was  gone.  The  Scheldt, 
'  h,  till  recently,  had  been  the  chief  mercantile  river 
e  world,  had  become  as  barren  as  if  its  fountains 
i.  niddsnly  dried  np.  It  was  as  if  it  no  longer  flowed 
■  tha  ocean,  for  ita  mouth  was  controlled  by  Fluehing, 
Ihiu  Antwerp  was  imprisoned  and  paralyzed,  lis 
'  ika  and  basins,  where  2S00  ships  had  once  been 
mted,  were  empty,  graaa  was  growing  in  its  streets, 
■  industrious  population  had  vanished,  and  the  Jesuits 
1  returned  in  swarms.  And  the  same  spectacle  was 
wnted  by  Ghent,  Bruges.  Valenciennes,  Tournay, 
1  those  other  fair  cities,  which  had  once  been  types 
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of  vigorous  industry  and  tumultuous  life.  Tho  seft 
coast  was  in  tho  hunds  of  two  rising  eominerciiil  puwcn, 
the  great  and  free  common  wealths  of  tho  future.  TboM 
powers  were  ftctiug  in  concert,  and  comuianiling  the 
traffic  of  Iho  world,  while  tho  obedient  Frovinoe»  wero 
eidudud  from  all  foreign  intercoorse  and  all  mMTkotiv' 
as  the  result  of  their  obedience.  Commerce,  manu&o- 
tnrefl,  agriculture,  were  dying  lingering  deaths.  The 
thrifty  faraia,  orchards,  and  gardens,  which  had  beta 
a  proverb  and  wonder  of  industry,  were  becoming  wil- 
derneascs.  The  demand  for  their  produce  by  the  opulciit 
and  thriving  cities  which  had  been  the  workshops  of 
the  world  was  gone.  Foraging  bauds  of  Simnish  and 
Italian  mercenaries  had  succeeded  to  the  famous  tramp 
of  the  artizans  and  mechanics,  which  had  often  boeo 
likened  to  an  army,  but  these  new  ousttimcrs  were  lew. 
profitable  to  the  gardeners  and  farmers.  The  chithiara; 
tho  fullers,  the  tapestry -workers,  the  weaver*,  tfaa, 
cutlers,  had  all  wandered  away,  and  the  cities  of  BoU 
land,  Friesland.  and  of  England,  were  growing  skilfiil 
ajid  rich  by  the  lessons  and  the  industry  of  the  bxUofl  tn' 
whom  they  afforded  a  home,  llicre  were  villaeesMnd- 
small  towns  in  the  Spanit«h  Netherlands  that  Ium  htm' 
literally  de}>opulated-  Largo  districts  of  country  httdj 
gone  to  waste,  and  cane-brakeB  and  squalid  iiiiiiiiwnfl 
usurped  the  place  of  yellow  harr est- fields.  The  tax,tkm 
wild  boar,  and  the  wolf,  infested  the  abandoned  homM 
of  the  peaHantry  ;  children  could  not  walk  in  aafoiy  in 
the  neighbourhood  oven  of  the  larger  cities;  vwlvea 
lilterod  Iheir  young  in  the  descried  farm-houees;  two 
hundred  persons,  in  the  winter  of  1 586-7  wore  dcvonrad 
by  wild  beasis  in  tho  oulskiHs  of  Ohent.'  8noh  of  tfaa 
remaining  labonrere  and  arti^nns  as  had  not  been  con- 
vcrtot  into  soldiers,  found  tlieir  most  pmfilable  employ- 
ment an  brigands,  so  that  the  portion  of  tho  population 
spared  by  war  and  emigration  was  assistinj;  the  enenjr 
in  preying  upon  iheir  nativo  country.  DniiidschutKUiig. 
but^lnry,  high  way  •robbery,  and  tnnrdor,  bad  Iiecomn  thn 
chief  bronchi's  of  induntry  among  the  working  rlrnmin 

I  tW.  II.  illl.tlU.  txt.     Mnwm.ili,         -Th.  h-i™«».<,f  lb.  .ti«iiiMB4«W- 
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'Nobles  and  wealthy  burghers  had  been  changed  to 
paupers  and  mendicnnts.  Many  a  family  nf  aiicieDt 
licftAge,  and  once  of  large  poBsossiona,  conld  he  seen 
begging  their  bread,  at  the  dusk  of  evening,  in  the 
HtreclH  of  great  cities,  where  they  had  once  exerciftd 
InxiiriuTis  hospitality  ;  and  they  often  begged  in  vain.' 

For  while  such  waa  the  forlorn  aspect  of  the  country 
— and  the  portrait,  faithfully  sketuhed  trota  niany  con- 
temporory  piirturea,  has  not  been  eia^exated  in  any  of 
its  diLrk  det&ila — a  great  famine  amoto  the  land  with  ils 
additional  scourge.  The  whole  population,  §oldiets  and 
brigands,  Spaniards  and  Flemings,  beggars  and  work- 
mf  D.  were  in  danger  of  perishing  together.  Where  the 
wxnt  of  eniploj'ment  had  been  bo  great  as  to  cause  a 
rapid  depnpulttlitm,  where  tbo  demand  for  labour  had 
almost  entirely  ce  a  fie  il,  it  was  a  ueceasary  reault,  that, 
during  iht!  proeesK,  jincoK  should  ha  low,  even  in  the 
presence  of  f(ireif;n  foldiL-ry.  and  despite  the  infiamed 
profitfi,  which  such  capiinlists  as  remained  required,  by 
way  not  only  of  profit  but  insurance,  in  such  tronbloua 
timea.  Accordingly,  for  the  last  year  or  two,  the  price 
of  ryo  at  Antwerp  and  Brussels  had  been  one  florin  for 
the  veertel  (three  bushels)  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds ;  that  of  wheat,  about  one-third  of  a  florin  more. 
Five  pounds  of  rye,  therefore,  were  worth  one  penny 
■fcrling,  reckoning,  as  \va8  then  uaual,  two  shillings  to 
the  florin,  A  pound  weight  of  wheat  was  worth  about 
one  farthing.'  Yet  this  was  forty-one  years  after  the 
diacftvr'ry  of  the  mines  of  Potosi  (a.d.  1545),  and  full 
nst«eii  years  after  the  epoch  from  which  is  dated  that 
rapid  (all  in  the  value  Of  silver  which,  in  the  courae  of 
iw»*'nty  years,  caused  the  average  price  of  com  and  of 
all  other  commoditiea,  to  bo  tripled  or  even  <inadrupled. 
At  that  very  moment  the  average  coat  of  wheat  in  £ng- 
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Innd  waa  Bisty-fuur  Ehillinga  (ho  quarter,  or  about  seven 
aiid  sixpence  sterling  tJio  bu»he1 ;'  and  in  the  markeUuf 
Holland,  which  in  truth  n>gulateii  all  others,  the  sAtna 
prices  prevailed.'  A  bushel  of  wheat  in  England  waa 
equal  uierefore  to  eight  bubhela  in  BniBsels. 

Thna  the  silver  tniuea,  vrbi(.'h  were  the  Spaniab 
King's  property,  had  pruduocd  their  effect  everywhere 
more  signally  than  within  hia  obedient  I'roviactis.  I'hs 
South  American  s|iecie  found  its  way  to  Philip's 
cn&ors,  thence  to  the  paymaatcra  of  hia  troops  la 
Flanders,  and  thence  to  tie  ooinmercial  ccntrea  of. 
Holland  and  England.  ThoKo  counirios,  Bki  to  fMl 
and  obey  the  (avonrable  expanding  impulse  of  the  tgb, 
were  moving  surely  and  steadily  on  before  it  to  ^roal* 
ness.  Prices  were  rising  with  unexiiinplod  rapidity, 
the  nrecious  metala  were  comparatively  a  drug.  * 
wijrla-wide  commerce,  such  as  had  never  been  dreamtd 
of,  had  become  an  every-day  concern,  the  arts  uid 
eoieuces  and  a  must  gonoroue  culture  in  famone  edtooli 
and  univenitios,  which  had  been  founded  in  tlie  midat 
of  tumult  and  bloodshed,  oharaolerized  the  republic, 
and  the  golden  ago  of  English  poetry,  which  was  to 
miike  the  Elizatbethan  era  &moua  through  all  time, 
had  already  begun. 

In  the  Spanish  Netherlands  the  newly-fonnd  Iro^ 
snre  served  to  pay  tiio  only  labourers  required  in  K 
subjugated  and  almost  deserted  couutr)-,  the  piktsuen 
of  Spain  and  Italy,  and  ihe  reiters  of  Germany.  Price* 
could  not  auatain  themselves  in  the  face  of  dcpopnU> 
tion,  Mhoro  there  was  no  security  for  propwty,  tia 
homo-markot,  no  foreign  intercoiitae,  industrial  pat- 
suits  hod  become  almost  impossible,  llie  small  d^ 
mand  for  labour  had  cauHod  it,  as  it  were,  to  dituippau 
altngether.  All  men  had  become  beggars,  brigauiln,  or 
soldiers.  A  temporary  reaction  followed.  There  wero 
CO  producer?.  Suddenly  it  was  discovered  that  no  com 
had  buen  phintcd,  and  that  there  was  no  harvest.  A. 
tjuuino    was  iho   inevitable  result     I'riitis  then   tom 
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wilh  most  frightful  rapidity.  The  veertel  of  rye,  whioh 
in  the  previons  year  had  been  worth  one  florin,  at 
Itrussela  and  Antwcqi,  rose  in  the  wintiar  of  1086-7  to 
twenty,  twonty-fwo,  and  even  twenty-ftinr  florins ;  oiid 
wheat  adranced  from  one  and  one-third  florin  to  thirty- 
two  florins  the  veertel.'  Other  articles  were  propor- 
tionnlty  iticreMed  in  mark et- value ;  but  it  ie  wurihy 
of  rt'mai'k  thut  mutton  van  quoted  in  the  midst  of  this 
dminc  at  nine  etujrers  (a  little  more  than  niuo-penee 
uterlingj  the  ponnd.  and  beef  at  five-penco,  while  a 
•in git!  cod-fish  Bold  for  twenty-two  florins.'  'I'hus 
wheat  was  worth  sixpence  sterling  the  pound  weight 
(rijckoning  the  veertel  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
pounds  at  thirty  florins),  which  was  a  peony  more 
A»n  the  price  of  a  ponnd  of  beef;  while  an  oi-dinary 
9  eqnal  in  value  to  one  hundred  and  six  pouuds 
No  better  evidence  could  be  given  that  the 
.  Provinoea  were  relapsing  into  barbarif^m, 
I  tiio  only  agricultural  industry  then  practiiiod  vae 
Psllow  what  flocks  aod  herds  were  remaining  to 
will  over  the  ruined  farms  and  gardens,  and 
r  fishermen  were  excluded  from  the  sea. 
)  evil  cured  itdolf,  however,  and,  before  the  ex 
I  of  anotJier  year,  prices  were  again  at  their 
vious  level.  The  land  was  snfGdently  cultivated 
l^^nmiih  the  necessaries  of  life  fur  a  diminishing 
Ution,  and  the  supply  of  labour  was  more  than 
I  for  the  Ituigutshing  demand.  Wheat  was  again 
jwnce  the  bushel,  and  other  commodities  valued 
JVkts  proportion,  and  fur  below  the  market-prices  in 
ffullund  and  England.' 

On  the  other  hand,  the  prosperity  of  the  republic 
wail  rapidly  increasing.  Notwiihstonding  the  war, 
which  had  been  raging  for  a  terrible  quarter  of  a  cen- 
without  any  interruption,  population  was  in- 
ring,  property  rapidly  advancing  in  value,  labour 
I.Aotive  demand.  Famine  was  impossible  to  a  Bta(« 
fo^b  oommanded  the  ocean.  No  corn  grew  in  Hol- 
1  and  Zeeland,  but  their  ports  were  the  granary  of 
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of  the  world.  Tho  fisherieB  were  a  mine  of  wealth  almost 
cqnal  to  tbo  famous  Potosi,  with  which  the  comntcnnul 
world  was  then  ringing.  Their  commerce  with  lbs 
Baltic  nationji  was  enormous.  In  one  month  ei^ 
hundred  vesaela  loft  their  havens  for  tho  eauteni  ports 
alouu.  There  was  also  no  doubt  whatever — and  tha 
(lircumv'anoe  waA  a  soiiroe  of  constant  complaint  and 
r>f  Treqiient  ineSeotive  legislation — ^that  the  robellions 
Provinoca  were  driving  a  most  profitable  trade  with 
UliAUi  and  tho  Spanish  posseBsions,  in  spite  of  their  rovo- 
liitionaiy  war.  Tho  mines  of  Peru  and  Mexico  wero  as 
fei'tilu  for  the  Hollanders  and  Zeelandere  as  for  tha 
Spaniards  themselves.  The  war  puid  for  tbe  war,  ono 
himdred  large  frigates  were  constantly  cruising  along 
the  coautfl  to  protect  the  faat-growing  traffic,  and  an  army 
(if  twenty  tuouaand  foot-soldiers  and  two  tbouiBUul 
cavalrj'  were  miLlntainod  on  laud.  There  wore  mora 
ships  and  sailors  at  that  moment  in  Holland  and  Zeehuod 
than  in  the  whole  kingdom  of  England.' 

While  the  seapoi-ts  were  thus  rapidly  increasing  in 
iruportaace,  the  towns  in  the  interior  was  advancing  as 
steadily.  The  wmllen  mannfactnre,  tho  lapeatry,  the 
embroideries  of  Gflderland,and  Friealand.  and  Oroiyastil. 
were  becoming  as  famona  as  had  been  those  of  Tournay, 
Yproa,  BniBsels,  and  Valenciennes.  The  emigration 
fjn>m  the  obedient  Provinces  and  from  other  conntrioa 
was  very  groat.  It  was  difficult  to  obtain  lodgings  in  th« 
princijial  cities ;  new  houues,  new  streets,  new  towns, 
wens  rising  every  day.  The  single  Province  of  nolland 
fiiruishod  regularly,  for  war-oxpHnaes  alone,  two  millions 
of  florins  (two  hundred  thousand  pounds)  a<year,  bo- 
sides  frequout  extraordinary  grants  for  tho  suniu  par- 
potto  ;  yet  the  biirtlicn  imposed  upon  the  vigoruua  voung 
CO ninion wealth  seemed  only  to  make  it  tbe  more  uloatia. 
"The  oumini;  gifnc  rations  may  seo."  says  noun  temporary 
historian,  "  the  funifit.'ations  erected  ut  that  ejuwli  in  the 
cities,  the  costly  and  magnificent  havens,  the  docks,  tho 
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Mt  exteiuion  of  the  citiea  ;  fur  truly  (/«  war  hadbecomt 
it  btnedictioit  to  the  iababitants.''' 

epercruB  communwefiltli  as  this  was  nut  a 
I  to  w  lightly  thrown  away.  There  is  no  doubt 
hate'ver  that  a  l&rge  majority  of  the  inL&Lilants,  and 
I  the  States  by  whom  the  people  were  represented, 
'lently  and  affectionately  desired  to  be  annexed  to  the 
gjljah  crown.  Leicester  had  become  unpopular,  but 
uibeth  was  adored,  and  there  was  nolbiiig  unrcason- 
_B  in  the  desire  enteitained  by  the  Provinces  of  relain- 
g  their  ancient  constitutions,  and  of  transferring  their 
tOe^iance  to  the  English  Queen. 

But  the  EngliEh  Queen  could  not  retwlve  to  take  the 
«tcp.  Although  the  grent  tragedy  which  was  swiftly 
approaching  its  inevitable  catastrophe,  the  execution  of 
tie  Scottish  Queen,  waa  to  make  peace  with  I'hilip  im- 
possible— even  if  it  were  imaginable  befure — Elizabeth, 
during  the  year  1687,  was  earnestly  bent  oa  peace. 
This  will  be  made  manifest  in  subsequent  pages,  oy  an 
lamination  of  the  secret  correspondence  of  the  court. 
Her  moat  sagacious  statesmen  disapproved  her  course, 
opposed  it,  and  were  often  overrule,  although  never 
convinced  ;  for  her  imperious  will  would  have  its  way. 
The  States-General  loathed  the  very  name  of  peace 
with  Spain.  The  people  loathed  it.  All  knew  that 
peac«  with  Spain  meant  the  exchange  of  a  thriving 
peiouB  commonwealth,  with  freedom  of  religion, 
ititntional  liberty,  and  self -gov  einment,  for  provin- 
Ribiection  to  the  Inquisition  and  to  despotism.  To 
a  of  any  concession  from  rhilip  on  the  religious 
waa  ridiculous.  There  was  a  mirror  ever  held  up 
I  their  eyes  by  the  obedient  Provinces,  in  which 
night  see  their  own  image,  should  they  too  return 
di«nce.  And  there  was  never  a  pretence,  on  the 
t  of  Any  honest  adviser  of  Queen  Elizabeth  in  the 
'  *«i^  whether  Englishman  or  HollandL>r,  that 
I  of  peaco-negotiation  could  be  toleraled  for  a 

uent  by  Stalos  or  people.  Yet  the  sum  of  the  Queen's 

policy,  for  the  year  1587,  may  be  summed  up  in  ono 
word  — pfttce ;  peace  for  the  Provinces,  peace  for  herself, 
with  their  implacable  enemy. 
In  Frantw,  during  the  same  year  of  expectation,  we 
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■ihall  sec  the  long  prolc^ue  to  the  tragio  and  memoiable 
1  j88  alowly  enaetmg ;  the  same  triangular  conlest  bft- 
tween  the  throe  Hoorye  and  their  partizans  Blitl  pro- 
ceeding. AVe  ehaU  see  the  misguided  find  ivicietied 
Valois  himeating  over  hia  victories,  and  rejoicing  over 
hie  defeats;  forced  into  hollow  alliance  with  hia  deadly 
enemy  ;  nmiyed  in  arms  against  hia  only  protector 
and  the  true  champion  of  the  realm ;  and  btrugglin^ 
Tainly  in  the  toib  of  his  owit  mother  and  bis  Dvm 
secretary  of  state,  leagued  with  his  most  powei-ful  fo«s. 
We  sliall  see  "  Mucio."  with  one  hand  extended  in 
muck  friendship  toward  the  King,  and  with  the  other 
tliiiiBt  backwara  to  graep  the  purse  of  300.000  oiowtia 
held  forth  to  aid  his  fellowKionHpirator's  dark  des^U 
against  their  common  victim  i  aud  the  B^amese,  ever 
with  lance  in  rest,  victorious  over  the  wrong  autago- 
itiat,  foiled  uf  the  fruits  of  victory,  proclaiming  himself 
the  Englisli  Queen's  devoted  knight,  but  railing  at  her 
parsimony ;  always  in  the  saddle,  always  triumphant, 
always  a  be^ar,  always  in  love,  always  cheerful,  and 
always  confident  to  outwit  the  Guises  and  Philip, Panu 
and  the  Pope. 

And  in  Sniin  we  sluill  have  occasion  tti  look  orer  tliB 
King's  shoulder,  as  he  sits  at  his  study-table,  in  hia  moat 
sacred  retirement  -,  and  we  shall  find  his  ]K)licy  for  the 
year  1587  summed  up  in  two  words — invasion  of  Blip 
land.  Sincerely  and  ardently  as  Elizabeth  meant  msiMI 
with  Philip,  just  so  sincerely  did  Philip  iuteita  war 
with  England,  and  the  dethronement  and  destruction  of 
the  Queen.  I'o  thiu  grunt  design  all  others  werv  now 
subservient,  and  it  was  mainly  on  account  of  this  deter- 
mination that  there  was  sufScient  leisure  in  the  republic 
for  tlifl  LeiccMtrisna  and  the  Statos-Oencral  to  fight  out 
so  thoroughly  their  party-oontests. 
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fkmrvtf^  TrrfhKnee  Id  tbe  rrovlncM  —  Uopopaliirltj  of  Lplcater  —  InfilfiW*  cpf 
liH  srmBU  —  GoMlp  of  bli  Secmur  —  lu  mlKhliivaiH  EIf»:U  —  Tbc 
(jaunt  at  Sunt*  *Dd  Kollock  —  Ttw  Eiri'i  l>«tlc1[Kllcrn  [d  (bt  AfUi  —  Hli 
I  NcpTTtf  —  Seliim  of  IMVBOUT  —  Sutiley  apputbled  lu 
d  Sunle;  —  Lcl«»r'i  lunt  IruUDLtliini  —  Wllkn 
1cf  -  Sumky'ii  [nnlnxr  dihI  EqolVDCDtlDn  —  Rilnful 
id  York  -  rraplidij  of  York  -  aunUfi  Itaiiqnei  >i 
m  Hit  Olty  lo  TmbIi— Tenoi  of  ifto  BuBiin  —  Fwlilo 
IKfrWfl  of  fiuuLey'i  Cobduct  —  SubAequcnL  Tmtn  of  SUmlpjr  uid  York  — 
Brinrnl  DfG'lilcTb]  Puma  —  ThHO  I'leotiuiu  cut  Odlmn  on  the  l^iglMi  — 
MMnbk  PUgbl  o(  Ibe  Engllth  Tn>oi>  ~  Huuntj  uid  EnerET  of  WiHa  ~ 
laaitBHA  DUnMlM  In  u»  AimnblT- 

Tue  govemment  had  not  been  laid  down  by  Leicester 
on  his  departure.  It  had  been  provisionally  delegated. 
as  already  mentioned,  to  the  state-coimoil.  In  this  body 
— consisting  of  eighteen  persons — originally  appointed 
hy  the  Earl,  on  nomination  by  the  States,  aeveml  niem- 
beis  were  friendly  to  the  governor,  and  others  were 
violontly  oppoBed  to  him.  The  States  of  Holland,  by 
whora  the  action  of  the  States- General  was  mainly  con- 
tnlled,  -were  influenced  in  their  action  by  Buys  and  Bar- 
Lereld,  Young  Maurice  of  Nassau,  nineteen  years  of 
age,  was  gtadbolder  of  Holland  and  Zeeland.  A  florid 
mmplosioned,  fair-haired  young  man,  of  sanguine -bilious 
tomperauicnt ;  resen'ed,  quiut,  reflective,  aingiilarly 
self-poseessod ;  meriting  at  that  time,  more  tlian  liis 
fikther  had  ever  done,  the  appellation  of  the  taciturn ; 
diacreet,  Bober,  studious,  "t'ount  Maurice  saith  but 
\e,  but  I  cannot  tell  what  he  thinketh,"  wrote  Loi- 
r's eaTes-dropper-in-ehiuf.'  Mathematics,  fortifica- 
Ute  science  of  war — these  were  his  daily  pui-suits. 
_  -jpling  was  to  become  the  tree,"  and  meantime ' 
yontn  was  preparing  for  the  great  destiny  wliich, 
he  felt,  lay  before  liim.  To  ponder  over  the  works  and 
the  daring  conceptions  of  Stevinne,  to  build  iiji  and  to 
better  the  wooden  blocks  of  mimic  citadels ;  to  arniuge. 


diacree 
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iu  oountleBS  combinationB  groat  armies  of  pewter  eol- 
diere  ;  these  were  the  oocopations  of  his  leisure-hours. 
Yet  he  was  hardly  enspectea  of  bearing  within  him  the 
germs  of  the  great  military  commander.  "  Small  desire 
hath  Count  Maurice  to  follow  the  wars,"  said  one  who 
fancied  himaelf  on  acute  obsorror  at  exactly  this  epodi, 
"  Aad  whereas  it  might  be  supposed  that  in  respect  of  hk 
birth  and  place,  he  would  affect  the  chief  military  ccm* 
mond  in  these  oountries,  it  la/ound  b^  exptrience  had  of  hit 
humour,  that  there  is  no  chance  of  his  entering  into  canp^Mm 
with  the  others." '  A  modest  young  man,  who  oonld 
bide  his  time— but  who,  meanwhile,  under  the  guiduiM 
of  hia  elders,  wa;s  doing  his  best,  both  in  field  and  oftbi 
net,  to  learn  tho  great  lessons  of  the  age — he  had  already 
eiij'jyed  much  solid  practical  instruction,  tinder  auob  t] 
desperate  fighter  as  Ilohenlo,  and  under  so  profound  • 
statesman  as  Bamoveld.  For  at  this  epoch  Oldeii-Buo 
neveld  was  the  preceptor,  almost  the  political  p&trou  of 
Maurice,  and  Maurico,  the  official  head  of  the  HolLand 
party,  was  the  declared  opponent  of  the  demooratio-Oa]^ 
vinist  organization.  It  la  not  neceasary,  at  this  e^rlj 
moment,  to  foreshadow  the  clianges  which  time  was  Ut 
bring.  Meantime  it  would  be  seen,  perhaps  ere  lonft 
whether  or  no  it  would  bo  his  humour  to  follow  tb« 
wars.  Ah  to  hia  prudent  and  dignified  deportment  thera 
was  little  doubt.  "  Coimt  Maurico  behaveth  htmselE 
very  discreetly  all  this  while,"  wrote  one,  who  did  not  < 
lore  him.  to  Leicester,  who  loved  him  lesa :  "  Htt 
coraeth  every  day  to  the  couucil,  keepoth  no  oompaoy 
with  Count  Hollock,  nor  with  any  of  them  all,  and  iieT«r 
drinks  himself  full  with  any  of  thom.  u  they  do  tmxy 
day  among  themselves."' 

Certainly  the  most  profitable  intercourse  that  Mnarioa 
could  enjoy  with  Hohenlo  was  upon  tho  battle-field.  In 
winter-quartere,  that  hard-fighting.  bard-t.lrinking,  aad 
moat  turbulent  chieftain,  was  not  the  best  Mentor  for  » 
youth  whose  destiny  pjinted  him  out  aa  the  leader  of  » 
frve  commonwealth.  After  the  campaigns  wore  oval — 
if  they  over  could  be  over— the  Count  and  othor  hoUm 
from  tlio  same  country  were  too  apt  to  indulgu  in  Uum 
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mighty  polatioos,  which  wore  mther  ch&racteritjtiu  of 
their  natiou  and  the  age. 

"Since  your  Excellency's  deparliire,"  wrote  Lei- 
cester's secretaiy,  "  there  hath  been  among  the  Dutch 
Cotints  nothing  hut  dancing  and  drinking,  to  the  grief 
of  all  this  people,  which  foresee  lliat  there  can  como  no 
good  of  it.  Specially  Count  Hollock,  who  hath  been 
dnmk  almoat  a  fortnight  together."  * 

Leicester  had  rendered  himeelf  unpopular  with  the 
Stales-General,  and  with  all  the  leading  puliticians  and 
generals ;  yet,  at  that  moment,  he  had  deeply  pioTtr 
gaged  his  English  estates  in  order  to  raise  funds  to  ex- 
pend in  the  Nelherland  cause.  Thirty  thousand  pounds 
sterling — according  to  his  own  statement — he  was  al- 
ready ont  of  pocKet,  and,  unless  the  Queen  would 
advance  him  the  means  to  redeem  his  property,  his  broad 
lands  were  to  bo  brought  to  the  hammer.'  But  it 
was  the  Quoon,  not  the  States-General,  who  owed  the 
money ;  fur  the  Earl  had  advanced  these  sums  as  a  por- 
tion of  the  royal  oontingtnt.  Five  hundred  and  eixty 
thousand  pounds  sterling  hod  been  the  cost  of  one  ycar'R 
war  during  the  English  goveiuor's  administration  ;  and 
of  this  sum  one  hundred  and  foity  thousand  had  been 
paid  by  England.'  There  was  a  portion  of  the  sum, 
over  and  above  their  mtmthly  levies,  for  which  the  States 
bad  contracted  a  debt,  and  they  were  extremely  desirous 
to  obtain,  at  that  moment,  an  additional  loan  of  fifty 
thousand  poimds  from  Elizabeth ;  a  favour  which  Eliza- 
beth was  very  firmly  detennined  not  to  grant.  It  was 
lliis  terror  at  the  expense  into  which  the  Nelhorland 
pmx  was  plunging  her,  which  made  the  English  sove- 
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for  peace,  and  filled  the  anxious  mind 
'alsingbam  with  ihe  moat  painfiil  forebodings. 
Leicester,  in  spite  of  his  good  qualities — such  as  they 
were — had  not  that  most  necessary  gift  for  a  man  in  bra 
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position,  the  art  of  making  frieudu.  No  man  mndc'  so 
many  onomies.  He  was  an  excellent  hater,  ond  feir 
men  have  been  more  cordially  hat«d  in  retam.  He  win 
imperious,  insolent,  hot-t«mpered.  He  could  brook  bo 
equal.  He  had  also  the  fatal  defect  of  enjoying  Ih* 
flattei?  of  hie  inferion  in  station.  Adroit  inlriguen 
bnmed  incense  to  him  as  a  god,  and  employed  him  aa 
their  tool.  And  now  he  had  mortally  oSended  Ho* 
henlo,  and  Buys,  and  Banieveld,  while  he  hatod  Sir 
John  Norris  with  a  most  paHsionate  hatred.  Wilkea, 
the  English  representative,  wm  already  a  special  objeol. 
of  his  aversion.  The  nnvamished  statements  made  br 
the  stiff  counsellor,  of  the  expense  of  Iho  past  yettr's  a^ 
ministration,  and  the  vorions  errors  oommitted,  had  in- 
spired Leicester  with  snoh  ferocious  resentment, 
toe  friends  of  Wilkes  trembled  for  his  life.'     Cordiality 
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^^raatween  the  governor-general  and  Count  Maurice  haA 
^rawcome  impossible,  Aa  tor  Willotighby  and  Sir  William 
^^telLam,  iheyr  were  both  friendly  to  him,  but  Willoughby 
WM  a  raaguilicent  ca%-alry  officer,  who  detested  politics, 
and  cari'd  little  for  the  Netherlands,  except  as  the  beet 
hatile-fielil  in  Europe,  and  the  old  m&mhal  of  the  camp 
^ihe  only  man  that  Leicester  ever  loved — was  growing 
feeble  in  health,  nas  broken  down  by  debt,  and  haidly 
poesesBed  or  wished  for  any  general  iiifluence. 

Ile«ide6  Deventer  of  Utrecht,  then,  on  whom  the  Eari 
chiefly  relied  during  his  absence,  there  were  none  to 
support  him  cordially,  except  two  or  three  members  «f 
Iho  slato^ouncil.  "  Madame  do  Drederode  hath  sent 
imto  you  a  kind  of  rose,"  said  hut  intelligencer,  "  which 
yuu  have  asked  for,  and  bctteechea  you  to  command  any- 
thing she  has  in  her  garden,  or  wheresoever.  M.  Meet- 
kerke,  M.  Brederode,  and  Mr.  Dorius,  wish  your  retum 
with  all  their  heurts.  For  the  rest  I  cannot  tell,  and 
will  not  swear.  But  Mr.  Baraeveld  is  not  your  very 
great   friend,    whereof  I   oan  write   no   more  at    thia 

This  certainly  was  a  umall  proportion  out  of  a  council 
rfwghteen,  when  all  the  leading  politicians  of  the  country 
^to  in  avowed  hostility  to  fiio  governor.  And  thus 
b  E!arl  was,  at  this  most  important  crisis,  to  depend 
n  the  subtle  and  dangerous  Deventer,  and  upon  two 
rioT  personages,  the  "  fellow  Junius,"  '  and  a  non- 
lint,  whom  Uohenlo  characterized  as  a  "  long  lean 
lgli«tinan,  with  a  little  black  beard." '  lliis  meagre 
idividuaJ,  however,  seems  to  have  been  of  somewhat 
doubtful  natiotuility.  He  called  himself  Otheman, 
claimed  tu  be  a  Frenchman,  had  lived  much  in  England, 
wTDto  with  great  fiuency  and  spirit,  both  in  French 
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a&d    English,  but  wae  said,  in  reality,  to  be   naiuei] 

Bobert  Dale' 

It  was  not  the  beat  policy  for  tbe  representative  of 
the  English  Queen  to  trust  to  siteh  nounsellorf;  at  a 
moment  when  the  olementa  of  strife  between  Holland 
and  England  wore  actively  at  work ;  and  when  tha 
safety,  almost  the  exislence,  of  the  two  commonwealths 
depended  upon  their  acting  cordially  in  concert 
"Overyssel.  Utrerht,  FrieslaniJ,  and  Gelderland.  have 
agreed  to  renew  the  offer  of  sovereignty  to  her  Majesty," 
said  Leicester.     "  I  shall  be  able  to  make  a  bott«r  re- 

ert  of  their  love  and  good  inclination  than  I  can  of 
olland." '  ■  It  was  thought  very  desirable  by  the  Kng- 
lisb  government  that  this  great  demunstration  should  bo 
made  once  more,  whatever  might  be  the  ultimate  deci- 
sion of  her  Majesty  upon  so  momentous  a  meaaure.  It 
seemed  proper  that  a  aolemn  embassy  should  once  more 
proceed  to  England  in  order  to  confer  witi  EUsabetli : 
but  there  was  much  delay  in  regard  to  the  atop,  and 
much  indignation,  in  oonseqnence,  on  the  part  of  iho 
Earl,  The  opposition  came,  of  oourso,  from  the  Banio- 
Teld  party.  "  They  are  in  no  great  haste  to  offer  the 
sovereignty,"  said  tt'ilkes.  "  First  come  towns  of  Hol- 
land made  bones  thereat,  and  now  they  say  that  Zeeland 
IB  not  resolved."' 

The  nature  and  the  causes  of  the  opposition  offered 
by  B.imovold  and  the  States  of  Holland  have  been  suffi- 
ciently explained.  Buys,  maddened  by  hia  long  and 
nn justifiable  imprisonment,  had  jant  been  released  by 
the  exnrcss  desire  of  Huhenlo ;  and  that  unruly  ehicf- 
tain,  wiio  guided  the  German  and  Dutch  magnates,  sueli 
an  Sloeiirs  and  Ovorstcin.  and  who  even  much  influenced 
Mfturioo  and  his  cousin  Count  Lewis  William,  wna  him- 
self governed  by  Bameveld.     It  woiild  liavo  been  hr 
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from  tmpossiblo  for  Leicester,  oven  then,  to  conciliate 
the  whole  party.  It  nua  highly  deeirable  that  he  should 
do  so,  for  not  one  of  the  Provinces  whore  he  boasted  his 
Btrength  was  quite  secure  for  England.  Count  Moeurs, 
a  potent  and  wealthy  noble,  was  governor  of  Utrecht 
uud  Geldorland,  and  he  had  already  begun  to  favour 
the  party  in  Holland  whiuh  claimed  fur  that  Province  a 
legal  jurisdicliuu  over  the  whole  ancient  epiecopale. 
Under  tlieee  circiunetancee  comuou  prudence  would 
have  suggested  that  as  good  on  undcrstauding  as  poK- 
aible  might  be  kept  up  with  the  Dutch  and  Gemmn 
counts,  and  that  the  breach  might  not  bo  rendered  quite 
iireiHirablo. 

Yet,  as  if  there  had  not  been  administrative  blunders 
enough  committed  in  one  year,  the  unlucky  lean  Eng- 
lishman with  the  black  board,  who  was  the  Earl's  chitf 
representative,   contrived — almost  before   his  muster's 
buck  was  turned— to  draw  upon  himself  the  wxalh  of  all 
_tbe  fine  ladies  in  Holland.     That  this  should  be  the 
J  spring  of  imutterable  disastors,  social  and  politi- 
cs easy  to  foretell. 
ijust  before  the  governor's  departure  Otheman  came 
'9  pay  Ms  Jarewell  respocte,  and  receive  his  last  com- 
mand^-    He  foand  Leicester  seated  at  chess  with  Sir 
Krancis  Drake, 
•'  1  do  leave  you  here,  my  poor  Otheman,"  said  the 
^—Eirl,  '■  but  80  soon  OB  1  leave  you  I  know  very  well  that 
^JfiAody  will  give  you  a  good  look." ' 
^^K>'  Your  excellency  was  a  true  prophet,"  wrote  the  seorc- 
^^KlT  *  '^^  weeks  later,  "fur,  my  good  Lord,  I  have 
^^^eo  in  as  great  danger  of  my  life  as  ever  man  was.     I 
have  been  bunted  at  Delft  from  house  lo  house,  and  then 
besieged  in  my  lodgings  four  or  five  hours,  ob  though  1 
had  boeD  the  greatest  thief,  murderer,  and  traitor  in  the 
land." 

And  why  was  the  unfortunate  Otheman  thus  hunted 
to  hiH  lair  ?  Because  he  bad  chosen  to  indulge  in  scan- 
dalum  maijnatum,  and  had  thereby  excited  the  frenzy  of 
all  the  great  nobles  whom  it  was  most  important  for  the 
Eni^lisb  party  to  conciliate. 

hero  had  been  gossip  about  the  rrinocas  of  Chimay 
one  Calvaert,  who  lived  in  her  house,  much  against 
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the  advico  of  all  her  beet  Mends.  One  day  shs  com- 
pluined  bitterly  to  Master  Otbeman  of  the  spiteful  ways 
of  the  world. 

"  I  protest,"  said  site,  "  tliat  I  am  the  unhappiest  lady 
TtpoD  earth,  to  havo  my  name  thus  called  id  question."* 

So  said  Otheman,  in  order  to  comfort  her:  "  ¥onr 
HighneM  is  aware  that  such  thiiigs  are  said  of  all.  J 
am  Buro  I  hear  every  day  plenty  of  speeches  about  loidd 
and  ladies,  queens  and  princesses.  You  have  little  cause 
to  trouble  yourself  for  such  matters,  being  known  to  live 
honestly  and  tike  a  good  Christian  lady.  Yuur  UighnoM 
is  not  the  only  lady  spoken  oL" 

The  rrincess  listened  with  attention. 

"  Thiiih  of  the  sloriet  about  thi  Queen  of  England  and  niy 
Lord  of  Leicester! "'  said  Otheman,  with  infinite  tacu 
"  No  person  is  exempted  from  the  tongues  ot  evil 
speakets;  but  virtuoos  and  goiUy  men  do  put  all  sacb 
foolish  matter  nnder  their  feet.  Then  there  is  the 
CoiittUti  of  Atoews,  how  much  evil  talk  does  one  hear 
about  her ! " 

The  Princess  seemed  still  more  interested  and  even 
osciled;  and  the  adroit  Othemau  having  thus,  as  he 
ininginod.  very  suecessfuliy  smoothed  away  her  angvr, 
went  off  to  have  a  little  more  harmleas  gossip  about  the 
I'rincciis  and  the  Countess,  with  Madame  do  Meotkerkc, 
who  had  sent  Leicester  the  rose  fnim  her  garden. 

But,  no  eooner  had  he  gone,  than  away  went  bar 
ITi^hucss  to  Madame  de  Moeura,  "a  marvollou*  wiw 
ana  well-spoken  gentlewoman  and  a  grave,"*  aiul  iif 
formed  her  and  the  Count,  witli  iorae  trifiing  ezagsm' 
tioQ,  that  the  %-ile  Englishman,  secretary  to  the  odiou 
Leiceslor,  had  just  been  there,  abusing  and  calumniating 
tliu  (i^dunlcsa  in  moat  lewd  and  abouiiualile  fashion.  Ho 
had  also,  she  protested,  used  "  very  evil  speeubea  of  all 
the  ladios  in  the  country."'  For  her  own  part  tb* 
Princess  avovred  her  det«nn!nation  to  have  him  instiuilljr 
murdered.*  Count  Muenrs  was  quite  uf  the  eaiue  mind, 
and  deaired  nothing  better  than  to  be  one  uf  hia  «ieou- 
lionan.     Accordingly,  the  next  tiunday,  when  the  bab- 
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Ming  secretary  had  gone  down  to  Delft  to  hear  tLo 
French  §erraon,  a  select  party,  consisting  of  Moeurs, 
Lewis  William  of  Nassau,  Count  OTeretein,  and  others, 
set  forth  for  that  city,  laid  violent  hands  on  (he  culprit, 
and  brought  him  bodily  be&iro  Princess  Chimay. 
lliero,  being  called  upon  to  explain  hiij  innuendos,  he 
fi:U  into  much  Irepidation,  ajtd  gave  the  names  of 
several  Engtiiih  captains,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  at 
that  time  iu  England.  "  For  if  1  hod  denied  the  whole 
matter,"  said  he,  "they  would  have  given  me  the  lie, 
and  used  me  according  to  their  evil  mind."  '  Upon  this 
ibey  relented,  and  released  tUeir  prisoner,  but,  the  nest 
day,  they  made  another  attack  upon  him,  bunted  him 
from  house  to  house,  through  the  whole  city  of  Delft, 
and  at  last  drove  him  to  earth  in  his  own  lodgings,  where 
they  kept  him  besieged  several  hours.  Ihrough  the 
iaterc«eHion  of  Wilkes  and  the  autbori^  of  the  council 
of  state,  to  which  body  he  succeeded  in  conveying  infor- 
mation uf  his  dangerous  predicament,  he  was,  in  bis  own 
Inn^^uage,  "  iniradulously  preserved,"  although  remaining 
still  in  daily  danger  of  his  life.  "  I  pray  God  keep  me 
hereafter  £rom  the  anger  of  a  woman,"  he  exclaimed, 

in  est  ini  supra  iram  raulieris," ' 

a  immediately  esamined  before  the  council,  and 
jded  in  clearing  and  Justifying  himself  to  the 
botion  of  his  friends.  His  part  was  afterwards 
Eten  by  the  coancillorB,  by  all  the  preachers  and  godly 
men,  and  by  the  imiversity  of  Leyden.  But  it  was  well 
understood  that  the  blow  and  the  affront  had  been 
Itfvellod  at  the  English  governor  and  the  English  na- 

'' All  your  friends  do  see,"  said  Otheman,  "  that  this 
race  ia  not  meant  so  mftch  to  me  as  to  your  Excel- 
y ;  the  Dutch  earls  having  used  such  speeches  unto 
1^  and  against  all  law,  custom,  and  reason,  used  such 
l«nce  to  me,  that  yoiu*  Kscellency  shall  wonder  to 
rofit"* 

rNovrthe  Princess  Chimay,  besides  being  of  honour- 
able character,  was  a  sincere  and  exemplary  member  of 
the  Calviiiiat  church,  and  well  inclined  to  the  Leices- 
triana.     She  was  daughter  of  Count  Mcgbem,  one  of  the 
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Netlierland  independi 
Inymont.  Count  Moeure  was  governor  of  Utrecht,  and 
by  no  meana,  up  to  that  time,  a  thorough  eupp«>rter  of 
the  Hollaud  partj- ; '  but  thenceforwari  he  went  off 
tuoet  abniptly  from  the  party  of  England,  became  hand 
and  elove  with  llohenlo,  accepted  the  influence  of  Bor- 
neveld,  and  did  hia  best  lo  wrest  the  city  of  L'trecht 
from  Engliiih  authority.  Such  waa  the  effect  of  the 
secretary's  harmless  gut«ip. 

"  I  thought  Count  Moeurs  and  his  wife  better  frieiulfl 
to  your  Kxcellency  than  I  do  see  them  to  be,"  aud 
Otheman  afterwards.  "  Uut  he  doth  now  disgiMte  thft 
Eugliah  nation  many  ways  in  his  speeches — eaying 
that  they  ore  no  eoldters,  that  they  do  no  good  to  thia 
country,  and  that  these  Englishmen  that  are  at  Amheim 
have  an  intent  to  scU  and  betray  the  town  to  the 
enemy." ' 

But  the  disgraceful  squabble  between  Hohcnlo  and 
Edward  Norris  had  been  more  unlucky  for  Leicester 
than  any  other  incident  during  the  year,  for  its  result 
was  to  turn  the  hatred  of  both  parties  against  himsvU^ 
Yet  the  Eort,  of  all  men,  was  originally  least  to  blame 
fur  the  trauftaction.  It  has  been  seen  that  Sir  I'bilip 
Sidney  had  borne  Norris'a  cartel  to  Hohenlo,  very  socu 
after  the  outrage  had  been  committed.  The  Count  hod 
promised  satisfaction,  but  moantime  was  desperetoly 
wounded  in  the  attack  on  Fort  Zutphen.  Leicester 
afterwards  did  his  best  to  keep  Edward  Norris  employed 
in  distant  places,  for  he  viae  quite  aware  that  llohenlo. 
a*  lioulenant-gencral  and  count  of  the  empire,  would 
(xinsider  himself  aggrieved  at  lieing  called  to  the  field 
by  a  simple  English  caplaii^  however  deeply  he  might 
liure  injured  him.  llie  governor  accordingly  induc«d 
the  Queen  to  lecall  the  young  man  to  >!Siglanil,  aai 
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rited  him — much  as  he  disliked  hia  whole  race — to 

Dompan;  Uini  on  his  departure  for  that  country. 

*"  I  Captain   then  consulted   with  hia   brother  Sir 

hn,  regarding  the  pending  dispute  with  Hohenlo. 
His  brother  advised  that  the  (.'onnt  should  be  summoned 
to  keep  his  promise,  bnt  that  Lord  Leicester's  permisaiou 
should  previously  be  requested, 

A  week  before  the  governor's  departure,  accordingly, 
Edward  Norria  presented  himself  one  morning  in  the 
dining-room,and,  finding  the  Earl  reclining  on  a  window- 
«eat,  obseired  to  him  that  "  he  desired  bis  I.ordship'a 
favour  towards  the  discharging  of  his  reputation." 

"The  Count  HolJock  is  now  well,"  he  proceeded, 
"and  is  feasting  and  banqueting  in  his  lodgings, 
although  he  doea  not  come  abroad." 

"  And  what  way  will  you  fake  ?"  inquired  Loioeater, 
"  eCKwidering  that  he  keeps  his  house." 

"'Twill  be  beat,  I  thought,"  answered  Norria,  "to 
mite  Ttnto  him,  to  perform  his  promise  he  made  me  t» 
tnower  me  in  the  lield." 

'    "To  whom  did  he  make  that  promise?"  asked  the 
Eari. 

"  To  Sir  Philip  Sidney,"  answered  the  Captain. 

"To  my  nephew  Sidney,"  said  Leicester  musingly i 
•"Tery  well ;  do  as  you  think  best,  and  I  will  do  for  yon 
what  I  can." ' 

And  the  governor  then  added  many  kind  expressions 
eoDoeming  the  interest  he  felt  in  the  young  moo's 
repntatioQ.  Passing  to  other  mattcra,  Norris  then 
■pc^  of  the  great  charges  he  had  recently  been  put  to 
n  reasoti  of  having  exchanged  out  of  the  States'  ser- 
noe  in  order  to  accept  a  commission  from  hia  Lordahip 
to  levy  a  company  of  horse.  Thia  levy  had  cost  him 
■ad  hia  frienda  tliroe  hundred  pounds,  for  which  he  had 
tot  been  able  to  "  get  one  groat." 

"I  beseech  your  Lordahip  to  stand  good  for  me," 
nid  be;  "considering  the  meanest  captain  in  all  the 
n)nnti7  hath  aa  good  entertainment  as  I." 

"  I  Ofui  do  but  little  for  you  before  my  departare," 
nid  Leicester;  "  but  at  my  return  I  will  advise  to  do 
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After  thia  amioable  oonveraatioii  Korria  thanked  hia 
Lordaliip,  took  hie  leave,  and  Btr&igLtway  wrote  his 
lotlflr  to  Count  HoUock,' 

That  personage,  in  his  answer,  exproaeed  astonisb- 
ment  that  Noma  should  summon  him.  in  his  "  weak- 
ness and  indisposition ;"  but  agreed  to  give  him  the 
desired  meeting,  with  sword  and  da^er,  so  eoon  as  bo 
should  be  sufficiently  reiAjvered,  Norria,  in  reply, 
acknowledged  his  courteous  promise,  and  hoped  that  he 
might  be  speedily  restored  to  health.* 

The  stute-couucit,  sitting  at  the  Hague,  took  np  the 
matter  at  onoe,  however,  and  requested  immediate  in- 
formation of  the  Eafl.  Be  aocordingly  sent  for  Nonis 
and  bis  brother  Sir  John,  who  waited  upon  him  in  I: ' 
bed-chamber,  and  were  requested  to  set  down 
writing  the  reajBona  which  had  moved  them  in  i, 
matter.  This  statement  was  accordingly  furnished, 
together  with  a  copy  of  the  oorrcspondenoe.  The  Earl 
took  the  papers,  and  promised  "  to  allow  most  honom- 
ably  of  it  m  the  Council."  ' 

Such  is  the  exact  narrative,  word  for  word,  as  gives 
by  Sir  John  and  Edward  Norris,  in  a  solemn  memorial 
to  the  Lords  of  her  Majesty's  privy  oounoil,  as  well  as 
to  the  state-counoil  of  the  United  Frovinocs.  A  very 
few  daVH  al^rwarda  Leicester  departed  for  EnglaQQi 
taking  Edward  Norris  with  him. 

Count  Ilohonlo  was  furious  at  the  indignity,  notwith- 
standing the  polite  language  in  which  he  had  accepted 
the  challenge.  "  'Twas  a  matter  punishable  with 
death,"  he  said,  "  in  all  kingdouks  and  oountrioa,  for  a 
simple  cajitain  to  send  suoh  a  sunuuons  to  a  man  of 
station,  without  oonsent  of  the  supremo  authority, 
was  plain."  he  added,  "  that  the  English  KOTenioi> 
general  hod  connived  at  the  affront,  for  Norria  bad  beea 
living  in  his  family  and  dining  at  his  table.  Nay,  more  : 
Lord  Leicester  had  mode  him  a  knight  at  Fluslung  jnst 
boforo  their  voyage  to  England."* 
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TheT«  Beem§  no  good  renson  to  doubt  the  general 
veracity  of  the  brothers  Noms,  although,  for  the  expreHs 
purpose  of  Bcreening  Leioe§ter,  8ir  John  repreeontod  at 
the  time  to  HohenJo  and  others  that  the  Earl  bad  not 
been  privy  to  the  transaction,'  It  ia  very  certain,  how- 
ever, that  so  soon  as  the  general  indignation  of  Hohenlo 
and  bin  partizanB  began  to  be  directed  against  Leicester, 
he  at  once  denied,  in  passionate  and  abuitive  language, 
having  had  any  knowledge  whatever  of  Norris's  inten- 
tions, lie  protested  that  he  learned,  for  the  first  time, 
oflbe  cartel  from  information  fumiBhed  to  the  council 
of  state. 

The  quarrel  between  Hohonlo  and  Norris  was  after- 
wards amicably  arranged  by  Lord  Biickhurst,  duiing  his 
embaesy  to  the  States,  at  the  express  desire  of  the 
Qneen.  Hohenlo  and  Sir  John  horris  became  very 
good  friends,  while  the  enmity  between  them  and  Lei- 
cester grew  more  deadly  every  day.  The  Earl  was 
frantic  with  rage  whenever  he  spoke  of  the  transaction, 
toil  denounced  Sir  John  Norris  as  "a  fool,  liar,  and 
coward"  on  all  occasions,  besides  overwhelming  his 
brother,  Buckhnrst,  Wilkes,  and  every  other  person 
who  took  their  part,  with  a  torrent  of  abuse ;  and  it  is 
well  known  tliat  the  Earl  was  a  master  of  Billingsgate.' 

"  Hollock  says  that  I  did  procure  Edward  Non'is  to 
send  him  his  cartel,"  observed  Leicester  on  one  occa- 
sion, "  wherein,  I  protest  before  the  Lord,  I  was  as 
ignorant  as  any  man  in  England.  His  brother  John 
can  tell  whether  I  did  not  send  for  him  to  have  com- 
mitted him  for  it ;  hut  that,  in  very  truth,  upon  the 
pemsing  of  it "  (after  it  had  been  sent),  "  it  was  very 
reasonably  written,  and  1  did  consider  also  the  great 
wrong  offered  bim  by  the  Count,  and  so  forboi'e  it.  I 
WIS  so  careful  for  the  Count's  safety  after  the  brawl 
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between  him  and  Noma,  that  I  cbargeil  Sir  John,  if 
any  harm  came  to  the  Count's  peraon  liy  any  o(  his  or 
nnder  him.  that  he  should  answer  it.  lliereforiv  I  take 
the  story  to  be  bred  in  the  bosom  of  some  much  like  * 
thief  or  Tillain,  whatsoever  he  were."  ' 

And  all  thiK  was  doubtless  true  so  far  as  regarded  ths 
Barl's  original  esortions  to  prevent  the  coneequenoes  uf 
the  quarrel,  but  did  not  touch  tlie  point  of  iho  Kecmd 
corrtf^iuhnce  preceded  by  the  conversation  in  the 
dining-room,  eight  days  before  the  voyage  to  England. 
The  aflair,  in  itself  of  slight  importance,  would  not 
merit  so  much  oummcnt  at  this  late  day  hail  it  not  been 
for  its  endless  con»<aqncnceB.  llie  ferocity  with  which 
the  Earl  came  to  regard  every  prominent  Qertnau, 
Hollander,  and  Englishman,  engaged  in  the  service  of 
the  States,  sprang  ¥017  much  from  the  com  plications  of 
this  vulgar  brawl.  Noma,  Hohenlo,  Wilkes,  Buck- 
hurst,  were  all  denounced  to  the  Queen  as  calumniftton, 
traitors,  and  villains  ;  and  it  may  easily  be  undoratood 
how  grave  and  ostensivo  must  have  l>een  the  effects  of 
huoh  vituperation  upon  the  mind  of  Elizabeth,*  who, 
until  the  last  day  of  his  life,  doubtless  entertained  for 
the  Earl  the  deepest  affection  of  wliicb  her  nature  wm 
susceptible.  Hohenlo,  with  Connt  Maurice,  were 
acknowledged  chiefs  of  the  anti-Engliith  party,  and 
possibility  of  oordial  co-oporation  between  the  coantriea 
may  bo  judged  of  by  the  entanglement  which  had 
occurred, 

LeicoHter  had  always  hated  Sir  John  Korris,  but  he 
koew  that  the  mother  hud  still  much  favour  witli  IJit 
Queen,  and  lie  was  therefore  the  ninre  vehement  in  his 
denunoiations  of  iho  eon,  the  more  difficulty  he  fuUnd  in 
oniircty  destroying  his  chaiucler,  and  the  keener 
jealuusy  be  felt  that  any  ntlier  tongue  but  his  ahoald 
influence  her  Majesty.  "  llie  slury  of  John  Nonia 
about  the  cart«l  is.  by  the  Lord  (iod,  most  &]Be,"  he 
oxolaimod  ;  "  1  do  beseech  yon  not  to  boo  me  so  dealt 
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witL&l,  but  that  eapeoially  hor  Majeatj  may  underatatid 
tbeae  nntitithB,  who  perhaps,  bj  the  mother's  fair  sperches 
and  the  son's  mnooth  mrda,  may  take  some  otlier  conceit  of 
laj  doings  tliu)  I  deserve." ' 

He  was  most  rosolnte  to  stamp  the  character  of  fa]se- 
hood  upon  both  the  brothers,  for  he  was  more  maligiiunl 
towards  Six  John  than  towards  any  man  in  the  world, 
not  even  excepting  Wilkes.  To  the  Queen,  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Privy  I'ouncil,  to  Walsingham,  to  Burghley, 
he  poured  forti  endless  quantities  of  venom,  euoiigh  to 
liestroy  tbo  characters  of  a  hundred  honest  men. 

"  liie  declaration  of  the  two  Norrisea  for  the  cartel  is 
most  Mse.  as  I  am  a  Christian,"  he  said  to  Walsingbam. 
"  I  have  a  dozen  witnesses,  as  good  and  some  better 
iban  thoy,  who  will  testify  that  they  were  present  when 
1  mUliked  the  writing  of  the  lett^a-  before  ever  I  saw 
it.  And  by  the  allegiance  I  owe  to  her  Majesty,  I 
never  knew  of  the  letter,  nor  gave  consent  to  it,  nor 
iieard  of  it  till  it  was  complained  of  from  Count  Holtock. 
But,  a«  they  are  false  in  ihis,  so  you  will  find  J.  K.  as 
fiiUe  in  his  other  answers ;  so  that  he  would  be  ashamed, 
Wt  that  his  old  conceit  hath  made  him  past  shame.  I 
Uia  companions  in  Ireland,  as  in  these  countries, 
that  Sir  Jotin  Norrii  would  often  say  that  ht  vxis 
(US  ami  a  fool,  uAo,  if  a  lie  would  lervt  his.titm,  teould 
i.  /  rentmber  I  havi  heard  that  the  Eari  of  Simej- 
ai/  so ;  and  indeed  thti  gentleman  doth  imitate  him  in 
tJiinsn."* 


but  th 
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But  a  ^ery  f^jave  disRHfer  to  Hollaucl  ami  Englcttid 
wau  Boon  the  fruit  of  the  hutrcil  bomo  by  Leicester  ti) 

tujcjqr  LnYlablp.  If  ever  1  kntvoT  hnud    Uum  tnbhip  wLIli  idf,  there  cbiqv*  Bi» 
Aqy  nrwi  at  tlilB  etr'M  till  nKn|iUli]t    vnger  lf«D  Uh  Omot  HoUofl^  irtdka 

og'dlFfnuveevidH'-ll']'  tDDi;Sij»relin>    •»(«'  wu  onljr  to  Id  bm  kmaf  Oi 
Jtaj,  TlierH'an' mirk  Itii- um^Dt  bnid-   Conot'i  hKifne  ncstial  nidi  IrOmud 
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Kr  Jcilm  NoiTJs.  Iiunicdiatoly  aflcr  Iho  battle  of 
Ziitiiiieu  and  the  iiivestmcut  uf  tjiat  to^^^  ^y  the 
EogHuh  and  Nether  landers,  great  paiua  were  taken  (o 
(woure  tlie  city  of  Devouter.  "niis  waa,  after  Anister- 
duiu  aud  Antwerp,  the  most  impuilant  mercuuiile  placi; 
in  all  the  Frovinccs.  It  vifia  a  large  prosporoUH  oou- 
niercial  and  manufacturing  cupital,  a  niciiiber  uf  the 
Haneeatic  League,  and  the  groat  oeiitre  of  the  inlcnial 
tnidi>  of  the  Netherlands  with  the  Baltic  nations.  There 
waa  a  strong  Catholic  party  in  tie  town,  and  the  magie- 
tracy  were  disposed  to  side  with  rartna.  It  waH 
aotorioUB  that  prtrvisions  and  inunitions  were  supplied 
frcim  thonce  to  the  beleaguered  Zutphen ;  aud  LeiccMter 
despatched  Sir  "William  Pelham,  accordingly,  to  bring 
the  inhabitants  to  reoaon.  The  stout  Marshal  made 
short  work  of  it.  Taking  Sir  William  Stanley  aaid  the 
greater  part  of  his  r«giinetit  with  him,  he  caused  them, 
day  by  day,  to  steal  into  the  town,  in  small  parties  of 
ten  and  fifteen.  No  objection  was  uiitde  to  this  pro- 
wuding  ou  the  port  of  the  city^vemmont.  liien 
l>tauley  himself  arrived  in  the  morning,  and  the  Marshal 
in  tiie  evening,  of  the  20th  of  Octuber.  Pelliam 
ordered  the  magistrates  to  present  thcmseU-es  fotlh^vitli 
»I  lua  lodgings,  and  told  them,  with  jnim  courtesy, 
that  the  Earl  of  Leicester  excused  himself  IJom  making 
thoai  a  Tisit ;  not  being  able,  for  grief  at  the  death  of 
;  Philip  Sidney,  to  eome  so  soon  ne^r  the  scene  of 
'  '*  osttif.  His  Excellency  had  therefure  sent  him  to 
e  the  town  to  receive  an  English  garrison. 


up  your  minds,  and   delay  not,"  said  Pelham : 

I  liave  many  important  aSairs  on  my  hands,  and 

t  send  word  to  his  Excellency  at  once.     To-morrow 


ing,  at  eight  o'clock,  I  shall  expect  yoi 
■ext  day,  the  magistrates  were  all  assembled  in  the 
lunue  before  sin.  Stanley  had  filled  the  great 
t  with  his  troops,  but  ho  found  that  tlie  burgheis 
1  thousand  of  whom  constituted  the  intinioiitnl 
—had  chained  the  streets  and  locked  the  gates, 
m  o'clock  I'elham  proceeded  to  the  town-howso. 
1^  followed  by  his  train,  made  his  appearance  before 

■  Lvtter  or  llfflry  Ardipr,  Ftdip  Ulrfdii. 
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the  magisterial  booril.  Then  there  van  a  knocking  «t 
the  duor,  and  Sir  WiUiara  Slanley  entered,  having 
left  a  Btrong  guard  dC  eoldiors  at  the  eiitrauce  to  the 
hall. 

"  1  am  come  for  an  answer,"  said  the  Lord  Marslul; 
"tell  me  straight."  Tho  mugistrati^e  heutated,  whispered, 
and  presently  one  i>f  ihem  Blijipod  away, 

"  Tbere'a  one  of  yon  gone."  cried  the  Uorehnt 
"Fetch  him  straight  liack;  or,  by  the  living  Gud.  be- 
fore whom  1  Btand,  there  is  not  one  of  you  ehiill  leave 
ihia  place  with  life." 

So  the  burgomasters  sent  for  the  culprit,  who  !«■ 
turned. 

"Now,  tell  mo,"  said  Pelham,  "whyyouhavp,  thfa 
night,  chained  j'oiu'  sticets  and  kept  such  strong  waleli 
while  yonr  frienils  and  defenders  were  in  the  lownf' 
Do  3"on  think  we  ciune  over  hero  to  spend  our  lives  and' 
our  goods,  and  to  leave  all  we  have,  to  ho  thus  luad. 
and  thus  betrayed  by  yon?  Kay,  you  eliiiU  find  VM 
trnsty  to  our  friends,  but  as  politio  an  yoiUKclvea.  Nuw* 
then,  set  your  bands  to  this  document,"  ho  proceeded^. 
M9  he  gave  them  a  new  list  of  mugistratos,  lol  »)lt»cte4 
from  slAnch  I'rotestants. 

"  Give  over  your  government  to  tlie  uien  here  nomi- 
nated.    Straight;  dully  not  I" 

The  burgomasters  signed  the  ptipcr- 

"  Now."  said  I'elham,  "  lot  one  of  you  go  lu  lh» 
watch,  discharge  the  gutrd,  bid  theui  uottnii,  uid  go 
homo  to  their  lo<lging8," 

A  mogistiHte  departed  on  the  errand. 

'■  Now  fetch  me  the  keys  of  the  gate,"  said  PclhtiD, 
«nd  that  Htraightwsy,  or,  before  God,  you  shall  die." 

The  keys  were  bruught,  and  handed  to  the  peremiitorjr^ 
old  Miushal.  The  old  bcutrd  uf  uiagiHlratev  wcm  then 
clapped  into  prison,  the  now  ones  iustalled.  and 
Devenier  wnj  gained  for  iho  English  and  I'roreetant 
party.' 

There  could  be  no  doubt  that  a  city  so  ini[iurUuit  nnd 
thns  fortunately  siienred  was  woilhy  to  bo  well  gi|4iii(^ 
ITiore  conld  he  no  di>ulit  eitlior  ihnt  it  would  be  well  to 
L'.iliatc  the  rieh  and  influential  Pupii^  in  llm  plnee, 
meient  religio: 


who,  although  attached  to  the  anete 
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not  oeceasarily  disloyal  to  tho  republic ;  but  thei'e  could 
be  as  little  that,  under  the  oircnmstmicea  of  this  &uddi>n 
mnnieipal  revolution,  it  would  be  important  tu  place  a 
giurisoQ  of.  Protestant  eoldiers  there,  under  tbe  com- 
niaud  of  &  ProteHCant  c£Boer  of  known  fidelity. 

To  the  astonielunent  of  the  whole  uoiuni  on  wealth,  the 
Earl  appointed  Sir  William  Stanley  to  be  governor  of 
the  town,  and  stationod  in  it  a  garrison  of  twelve  hun 
dred  wild  Irishmen.' 

Sir  ^^'illiala  waa  a  cadet  of  one  of  iho  noblest  English 
iiooseG,  He  waa  the  braveet  of  the  brave.  His  gallantry 
MIhe  famous  Zut]>hen  fight  had  alti'actCMl  admiration, 
'  ere  nearly  all  had  performed  wondrous  exploits,  but 
WBA  kuown  to  ho  an  ardent  Papist  and  a  aoldier  of 
who  had  fought  on  various  side^  and  had  even 
ime  attDS  in  the  NeUierlands  undur  the  fcixwioua  Alva,' 
Vian  it  strange  that  there  ahould  be  niurmui's  at  the 
appointment  of  so  dangerous  a  chief  to  guard  a  wavering 
city  which  had  so  recently  been  secured? 

rhe  Irish  kernes— and  they  are  described  by  all  con- 
temporaries, English  and  Flemish,  in  the  same  language 
— were  accounted  as  the  wildest  and  fiercest  of  hai- 
harians.    'ITieie  was  soniethuig  grotesque,  yet  appalling, 
in  the  pictures  painted   of  tlieso   rude,  almost  naked 
hrigancls,  who  ate  raw  flesh,  spoke  no  inlolligible  lau- 
gnage,  and  ranged  about  the  country,  burning,  laying. 
luiuloring.  a  terror  to  the  peasantty  and  a  source  of 
■buit  oiubarrassment  to  tlie  more  orderly  troops  i& 
MTvice  of  the  republic.     "  It  seemed,"  said  one  who 
Nea  them,  "  that  they  belonged  not  to  Chi-istendom, 
to  Brazil."'    Moreover,  they  wei-e  all  Papists,  and, 
h  one  might  be  disposed  to  ceusure  that 
it  oarse  of  the   age,  religious  intolerance— which 
almoflt  aa  flagrant  in  tho  councils  of  Queen  Eliza- 
in  those  of  Philip— it  was  certainly  a  most  felul 
l>o]icy  to  place  such  a  garrison,  at  that  critical  juncture, 
ia  the  newly-acquired  city.     Yet  Leicester,  who  IwU 
Inuiished    Papista    from    Utrecht    witliout    cause    and 
withotit  trial,  now  placed  most  notorious  Catholics  in 
iJeifttnter.' 
Zutphen,  which  was  still  besieged  by  the  English 
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mid  die  patriots,  was  much  cripplpd  by  the  loss  of  thft 
gi-oat  fort,  tho  OBpture  of  whioh,  maiaiy  througb  \h». 
brilliant  valour  of  Stanley's  brother  Edwnj^l,  has  alrendT 
boon  related.  The  posaoasion  of  Deventvr  aiit)  of  tliif 
furt  gave  the  control  of  the  whole  north-eftstcm  Uirriloiy 
to  tho  patriotB ;  but,  as  if  it  were  not  cnuugh  to  plac* 
Dovonter  in  the  hands  of  Sir  \\  illiam  Stanley,  Leicostw 
thought  proper  to  confide  the  government  of  the  fort  h 
Itowlaiid  York.  Not  a  worse  choioc  could  be  made  ii 
the  whole  army. 

York  waa  an  adventnrer  of  the  most  andacitiiia  and 
dissolute  character.  Ho  was  a  Londoner  by  birth,  otu| 
of  those  "mfiling  blades"  inveighed  against  by  t]i4 
guvonior-general  on  hia  first  taking  coiuinand  of  iht 
forces,  A  man  of  desperate  courage,  a  gambler,  k  pi\M 
fessional  duellist,  a  bravo,  fomou:)  in  Ins  time  among 
the  "  common  haoksters  and  swaggerers  "  as  the  firet  to 
introduce  the  custoTo  of  foining,  or  thrutiting  with  tli* 
rapier  in  single  combats — whoroaa  before  his  day  it 
had  been  custoniaiy  among  the  English  to  fight  witb 
Bword  and  shield,  and  held  unmanly  to  siriko  bolow 
tho  girdle ' — ho  had  [lerpetually  chuiged  sides  in  tb* 
Ketlierland  wars,  with  the  ehamclesM  disregard  lo  nriot 
ciple  which  chnractcriEcd  all  his  actions.  He  hod  oeon 
lieutenant  to  tho  infamous  John  Van  Imbyzc,  and  hud. 
1>eDD.  concerned  with  him  in  the  notorions  attempt  t4 
surrender  Dendermondc  aod  Ghent  to  the  enemy,  which 
hod  cost  that  traitor  his  head.  York  had  boeu  thrown 
into  prison  at  Unissets,  but  there  had  been  roiiib  dela^ 
itbout  his  execution,  and  the  conquont  of  tlie  city  bjp 
Puruia  saved  him  from  the  gibbet,  lie  hud  tluui  takes 
Norvtce  uuder  the  Spanish  commander-in-chief,  and  hMt 
distinguished  himself;  as  usual,  by  doods  of  ezttw 
iirilinitry  valour,  having  spnmg  on  board  tlio  hnraiiig' 
vi)loano-ship  at  tho  siege  of  Antwerp,  SubsCfiuoiitly 
returning  to  England,  bo  had,  on  I<cicoslcr's  atijuinU' 
mcnt,  obtained  tho    oommand   of  ii  onmpany  —    ■'-- 


Kngtish  contingent,  and  had  been  c 
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field  of  Waraiivuld ;  for  the  courage  which  liti  Atwn^-f 
displayed  uudorany  etandard  was  only  equalled  by  tne 
aiidaoity  with  which  bo  wan  ever  ready  to  desert  fnna 
it.  Did  it  seem  crodible  that  the  furt  of  /utphca 
EiLouId  be  pluued  in  tho  bands  of  Ruwland  York  ? 
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RenumBtronces  were  made  by  the  States-Genonil  at 
onoe.  ^S'ith  regard  to  Stanley,  Leicestor  niaintftinod 
ttiat  he  w«»,  in  his  opinion,  the  fittest  man  to  take  chai'go 
of  ibe  whole  English  army,  dnring  his  abiience  in  Eng- 
land.' in  answer  to  a  petition  made  by  the  States 
kgainst  the  appointment  of  York,  "  in  reepect  to  his  per- 
ilous dealings  before,"  the  Eail  replied  that  he  would 
r  for  his  fidelity  as  for  his  own  brother ;  adding 
mptorily— "  Do  you  tnwt  mo  ?  Then  trust  York,"  ' 
^fiut,  besides  his  other  qnalifiuations  for  high  command, 
fbutley  poeaessed  an  inusLimiible  one  in  Leicester's  eyes. 
He  was,  or  at  least  had  been,  an  enemy  of  Sir  John 
Xorris.  To  be  this  made  a  I'apist  pardonable.  It  was 
fren  better  than  to  be  a  Puritan, 

Hnt  the  Earl  did  more  than  to  appoint  the  traitor 
York  and  the  Pa])ist  Stanley  to  these  important  [losts. 
On  the  -vorj-  day  of  his  dopm-ture,  and  immediately  oftci" 
his  final  quarrel  with  Sir  John  about  the  Hohenlo  cartel, 
Ueh  hod  renewed  all  the  ancient  venom,  he  signed  a 
it  paper,  by  which  he  especially  forbade  the  council 
(state  to  interfere  with  or  set  aside  any  appointments 
e  ^Tomment  of  towns  or  forts,  or  to  revoke  any 
ry  OT  naval  commissions,  without  his  consent* 
W  supreme  executive  authoiity  had  been  delegated 
1  state-council  by  the  Governor-General  during 
eence.  Command  in  ehief  over  all  the  English 
r,  ■whether  in  the  Queen's  pay  or  fho  States'  pay, 
1  heen  oonfeiTed  upon  Norris,  while  conunand  over 
__j  Dutch  and  German  troops  belonged  to  Hohenlo : 
Wrt,  by  A-irtue  of  the  Earl's  secret  paper,  Stanley  and 
York  were  nowniade  independent  of  all  authority.  Ite 
i-ri]  couseriuencea  natural  to  such  a  step  were  not  slow 
in  displaying  themselves. 

Stanley  at  once  manifestod  great  insolence  towards 
NorrJB.  ITiat  distinguished  general  was  placed  in  a 
nitist  painful  position.  A  post  of  immense  responsibility 
was  conHded  to  him.  The  honour  of  England's  Queen 
&  of  England'^  Koldiers  wan  entrusted  to  his  keeping, 
tomcnt  full  of  danger,  and  in  a  country  where  evei  y 
Blight  bring  foith  some  terrible  change;  yet  lio 
W  bitnaelf  the  nturk  at  which  the  most  powerful  man 
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in  England  waa  directing  all  lib  malice,  and  tbat  ilia 
Qneen,  who  was  was  in  her  great  faTourite'fl  liands,  wa* 
even  then  receiving  tho  most  t&tal  impressions  aa  to  kia^ 
character  and  conduct.  *'  Well  I  know,"  aaid  be  to 
Bnrgliiey,  *'  that  the  root  of  tho  formor  malioe  born^ 
1110  is  not  withered,  but  that  I  must  look  for  like  fruit» 
therefrom  a»  before  ;"  '  and  he  implored  the  Lord-Tre*- 
surer,  Ihiit  when  hie  honour  and  reputation  sltonld  b<| 
Palled  in  question,  he  might  be  allowed  to  return  ta 
England  and  clear  himself.  "For  nijself,"  said  he,  "f 
Imve  not  yet  received  any  commission,  although  I  have 
attended  his  Lordehip  of  Ijeicester  to  his  abap.  It  it 
promised  to  be  sent  me,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  under; 
stand  that  my  Lord  hath  grunted  noparate  conimiasiont 
t':i  Sir  WilliEun  Stanley  and  liowland  York,  esempting 
ihem  from  obeying  of  me.  If  this  be  true,  'tis  only  doDV 
to  iionrish  factions,  and  to  interrnpt  any  hotter  course  in 
our  doings  than  before  hath  been."  He  earnestly  re- 
quested TO  be  furnished  with  a  commisiiioQ  directly 
from  hor  Majesty.  "  llio  enemy  is  reinforcing,"  Jm 
added.  "  Wo  arn  very  weak,  uur  troops  are  unpaid 
thefe  three  months,  and  wo  are  grown  odious  to  our 
friends," ' 

Honest  counsellor  Wilkes,  who  did  his  best  to  con- 
ciliate all  parties,  and  to  do  his  duty  to  England  and 
Holland,  to  Leicester  aud  to  Norris,  hod  the  stroageat 
symimthy  with  Sir  John.  "Tnily.  besides  tho  valiit^ 
wisdom,  and  many  other  go*>d  parts  that  are  in  hint," 
ho  said,  "  I  have  noted  wonderful  patience  and  modesty 
in  the  man,  iu  bearing  many  apparent  injuries  dona  uatu 
him,  which  I  have  known  to  be  oountenancod  asd 
miurishod,  contrary  to  all  reasun,  todti^ratKi  him.  l'lciw«, 
therefore,  continuo  your  honourable  upiuiuu  of  him  in 
his  absence,  whatsoever  may  be  malioiou^ily  report«d  tu 
hia  disadvantage ;  for  I  dare  avouch,  of  ray  own  poor 
skill.  That  her  .Majesty  tialh  not  a  aeoond  aubjeol  of  hia 
blaco  and  quulily  m  able  to  sen-o  in  those  oountrieM  b> 
tie.  ...  I  dunbt  not  but  <iod  will  move  hor  Mlt- 
jcBty  in  despite  of  the  devil,  to  tt<spcat  him  as  ha 
deserves."  * 

i^r  John  disclaimed  any  personal  jcaloitsy  in  regard 

J.  Xonti  u>  Saiftk?.  lIKsI.IUT.       * 
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to  Staiilo^*s  appointment,  liut,  within  a  week  or  two  of 
the  Hnrl's  departure,  he  already  felt  stning  anxiety  as  to 
its  pn'b^ble  results.  "  If  it  prove  no  liindmnce  to  the 
sorvico,"  ho  said,  "  it  shall  nothing  ti-oiihlo  me.  I  denire 
thnt  my  doings  msy  ahovr  whnt  I  am :  neither  wiU  I 
Hoek,  liy  indirect  means,  to  calumniate  liim  or  uny  other, 
but  will  let  them  show  themaelvoe."  ' 

Early  in  December  ho  informed  the  Lord-Treasurer 
that  titunley'a  own  men  were  boasting  thnt  their  master 
ackuiiwledged  no  superior  authority  to  hia  own,  and 
that  he  hath  eaid  as  muoh  himself  to  the  magiatraey  nf 
Deventer.  The  burghers  had  already  complained, 
through  tlie  constituted  guardiuna  of  their  liberties,  of 
his  inwjlenee  and  rapucily,  and  of  the  turbulence  of 
Ids  troops,  and  had  appealed  to  Sir  John :  bnt  the 
cdIordI -general 'a  remonstrancea  had  been  received  by  Sir 
William  with  contumely  and  abiiue,  and  by  tlie  vaiuit 
that  he  had  evon  a  greater  coinmiasiou  than  any  be  had 

It  ahowii,* 

^  Three  sheep,  an  ojl,  and  a  whole  hog,"  were  required 
*:lf  of  the  peasants  for  bis  table,  in  a  time  of  great 
Ity,  and  it  wub  iinpoaaible  to  satisfy  the  rapaciouB 
ites  of  tlie  Irish  kcmee.'  The  paymaster-general  of 
English  forces  was  daily  appealerl  to  by  Stanley  for 
fnniU— an  application  which  was  certainly  nut  unreason- 
able, as  lier  jilajesty's  troops  had  not  received  any  pay- 
ment for  three  months — but  there  "was  not  a  denier  in 
the  treasury,"  and  he  was  Iherefure  imjilored  to  wait. 
At  hut  the  Slates-General  aent  him  a  month's  pay  for 
kimavlf  and  all  his  troops,  although,  as  he  waa  in  thtt 
Vdoeii's  MrTtc«,  no  claim  could  justly  be  made  upon 

^ViIkeB,  also,  aa  EngUxli  lueniber  of  the  atate-oouncil, 

rvtry  cdnpuij  of  hi*  rrglin 
91  HyBih,  itn  cuni|*ii1«Lt  « 
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faithfully  conveyed  to  the  governor- gon  oral  in  Knf^and 
tliB  complaints  which  came  up  to  all  the  authorities  of 
the  republic,  aguinst  Sir  WilliHm  Stnnlcy'H  conduct  ia 
Uevcnter.  Ho  hatl  eeixed  the  keys  of  the  gates,  he 
kept  pasfieesion  of  the  towers  and  furtificalions,  he  had 
meddled  with  the  civil  grtvemraent,  he  had  infringed  nil 
their  privileges.  Yet  this  was  the  board  of  niagiuauiee, 
expreasly  set  up  by  Leicester,  with  the  armed  band,  by 
the  agency  of  Marshal  I'elham  and  this  very  Colonel 
Stanley— a  hoard  of  Calvinist  magistrateH  placed  but  a 
fow  weeks  before  in  power  to  control  a  city  of  Catholic 
tendencies.  And  hero  was  a  papist  commAtidcr  di^play- 
iiig  Leicester's  commission  in  their  faces,  and  mnkinff  it 
a  warrant  for  dealing  with  the  town  as  if  it  were  under 
martial  law,  and  as  if  he  were  an  officer  of  the  Duke  of 
Panoa.  It  might  easily  be  judged  whether  euch  condnct 
wore  likely  to  win  the  hearts  of  Nelhurlanders  to  Loi- 
oeeler  and  to  ?>ngland.' 

"  Albeit,  for  my  own  part,"  said  l\'ilkeB,  "  I  do  hoW 
Sir  William  Stanley  to  bo  a  wise  and  a  discreet  gent,,  yet 
when  I  consider  that  the  in^istmcy  is  such  am  wm 
ostjiblished  by  your  Lordship,  and  of  tho  religion,  and 
well  alTected  to  her  Majesty,  and  that  I  see  how  hMviljr 
the  mutter  is  conceived  of  here  by  the  States  and  council, 
I  do  fuar  that  all  is  not  well.  The  very  Imiit  of  this 
doth  begin  to  draw  hatred  upon  our  nation.  AVcre  it 
not  that  1  doubt  some  dangeroiui  it«ne  of  this  matter. 
iind  tliat  I  might  be  justly  barged  with  negligence  if  I 
nhould  not  advortiao  yon  beforehand,  T  wonld  havo  for- 
borne to  mention  this  dissension,  fnr  the  Slates  nro  about 
to  writo  to  yotir  Lordship  and  to  her  JIajesty  for  refoT- 
inntidii  ill  this  matter."  *  He  added  that  ho  had  alrMdy 
written  earnestly  to  Sir  William,  "hoping  to  penmadft 
him  to  cany  a  mild  hand  over  the  people." 

Thun  wrote  Councillor  Wilkes,  as  in  dnly  bound.  Is 
Lord  Leicester,  bo  early  as  the  {ith  Iloceniber,  and  the 
waraing  voice  of  Norris  hail  made  it^clf  hoard  in  Eng- 
land quite  as  soon.  Cerlaiiily  tha  gi'vcmor-gennral, 
having,  upon  his  own  rccponsibiiity,  and  prumpled,  il 


would  Ge«in,  by  paesion  more  than  reason,  made  this 
clangerotis  appointinent,  wbe  forlunnte  in  retiiSving  timely 
uid  froquent  notice  of  its  probable  reeulte. 

Aod  ihe  cun^icnfious  \Vilkc9  wrote  moHt  earnestly, 
a»  he  said  he  bad  done,  to  llio  turbulent  Stanloy. 

"  Good  Sir  William."  said  he,  "  the  magiBtrates  and 

burgesses  of  DeveaWr  complain  to  this  council,  that  you 

have  by  violence  'wrested  from  them  the  keys  of  one  of 

their  gates,  that  you  aseemble  j'our  garrison  in  arms  to 

terrify  them,  that  you  have  eeisied  oiii!  of  their  forts,  that 

\ho  Irish  soldiers  do  coiumit  many  extortions  and  cxac- 

i  npon  tlio  inhabitants,  that  you  have  imprisoned 

r  bai^eeHes,  and  do  mnny  IhingH  against  their  laws 

i  priviT«g<:s,  so  that  it  is  feared  the  best  affected  of 

)  inhabitants  towaidfl  her  Majesty  will  forsake  the 

n.     AVhether  any  of  these  tilings  be  true,  yourself 

^  best  know,  but  I  do  assure  you  that  the  ajiprehen- 

I  tlkereof  here  doth  make  ne  and  onr  government 

For  mine  own  part,  I  have  alvvaj's  known  you 

r  A  geotlemaa  of  yaliie.  wisdom,  and  judgment,  and 

nrefbre  should  hardly  believe  any  such  thing.     .     .     . 

ffMmestly  require  you  to  take  heed  of  coDEequenceB, 

'  mi  lo  bo  careful  of  the  hcmour  of  her  Majesty  and  the 

trputation  of  our  nation.     Vou  will  consider  that  (he 

^nitig  poBsesxion  of  the  town  grew  by  them  that  are 

uow  in  office,  who  being  of  the  religion,  and  well  atfeclcd 

to  his  Exoollency's  government,  wrought  his  entry  into 

llieeame.     ...    1  know  that  Lord  Leicester  is  eworn 

lo  Bi«iiitain  all  the  inbabitanla  of  the  Piovinees  in  tbeir 

iBcieiut  privileges  and  customs.     I  know  further  that 

jWiv  commission  carrieth  no  authority  to  warrant  you 

KId  intenneddle  any  further  than  with  the  govemment 

*  '  e  floldieis  and  guard  of  the  town.     Well,  yon  may, 

iraanamceipt,  confersome  words  to  authorize  yon  in 

ei0  larger  sort,  but,  believe  mo.  Sir,  Ihey  will  not 

irrant  jaa  nnflicit.-ntly  to  deal  any  faiiher  than  1  have 

^^d.  fiir  I  have  pemsed  a  copy  of  your  commissioTi  for 

EtlKt  purpose.     1  know  tlte  pame  ilself  of  a  govtrnwr  of  a  totcn 

wAedkaa  lo  Oii*  jxij^,  and  hath  been  ever  since  the  retnrm- 

ntx  ^  the  ^aaiih  gnofrmnent^  and  if  we,  by  any  lack  of 

KBigm,  ahonld  give  the  like  occasion,  ice  should  tnaie 

'    I  laedioasta  they  ti/v.  which  ttoU  forbid. 

u  arc  lo  considov  that  we  ate  not  come  into  these 
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comxtries  for  their  liefence  oa\y\  luit  for  llie  dofence  of  hor 
Majeuty  and  our  ovfn  lut.ivo  country,  knowing  that 
the  prenematioit  n/  hath  liepradtlh  altagelJier  upnn  tte  pnvervag 
of  thrte.  Wherefore  I  do  efteiions  inli«at  and  rcquiiu 
yon  to  forbear  to  mtemiedille  any  furlher.  If  there 
iiIihII  follow  any  dangcroua  effi;ct  of  your  pruccodin^ 
tifter  ihiH  my  ^icndly  advice,  I  shall  be  heartily  sorry 
fur  your  Kako,  but  I  slmll  be  able  to  testify  to  hijr  Mit- 
joety  that  I  have  dtmo  my  duty  in  adraoniahing  you,"  ' 

Thus  Hpake  the  Ktifl'  ronncillnr,  earnestly  and  well,  in 
helialf  of  England'ti  huiiuur  a:id  the  good  name  of  Eng- 
land's  Queen. 

13nt  the  brave  soldier,  whose  feet  were  fast  eliding; 
into  the  paths  of  destruction,  replied,  in  a  tone  of  indig- 
nant innocence,  more  likely  to  a^iuvato  than  to  nlluy 
BUKpicion.  "  Finding,"  said  ytanluy.  "  that  you  already 
threaten,  I  have  gone  eo  far  as  to  scan  The  terms  of  my 
commission,  which  I  doubt  not  to  oxeculo,  acvonhty  to 
his  ExcrlURGy's  meaning  and  mi'ns  honour.  First,  I  w«nrD 
you  that  I  have  miiinlained  jiiatice,  and  that  severely  : 
eko  hardly  would  the  soldiora  have  been  contented  wjlJi 
bread  and  bare  cheese."' 

He  acknowledged  potMcssing  himsolf  of  the  keys  of 
the  (own,  hut  defended  it  on  the  ground  of  neooiBity, 
and  of  the  character  of  the  people,  '■  who  thrust  out  tho 
Spaniards  and  Almaynes,  and  afterwards  never  would 
obey  the  Prince  and  States."  "  i  would  ho,"  he  anid. 
"  the  sorriest  mail  tluit  liveg,  if  by  my  negligence  the  plaou 
should  be  lost  Therefore  I  thought  good  to  mite  Uib 
great  tower  and  porlR.  If  1  meant  evil,  I  nniled  no  At^, 
/or  hera  is/iave  enough."' 

With  mueli  effrontery,  he  then  afTeeted  to  r«ly  for 
evidence  of  his  courteous  and  oquilablocimduot  towards 
the  citiKcns,  upon  the  very  miigistrate^  wlm  hud  Itei-ii 
pctiticming  thb  SUtes-General.  the  stalu-conneil,  and  iho 
Kuglish  Ijuoen,  against  his  violence. 

"  For  my  courK*y  and  Immiuiity,"  he  ooid.  "  I  refer 
me  unto  the  iiingistn>I<-it  IhcniSL-lveu.  Itut  1  think  they 
sent  Homo  rhetaririane,  who  cuuld  allege  of  little  grief, 
and  BtiPnk  jiillful.  and  tnily  I  find  your  eara  have  boon 
us  pitiful  in  BO  timoiinudy  condemning  mo.     t  euatr*tpjtt 
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tltjt  her  Jiajftty  hath  not  a  bfttur  servarU  than  I  nor  a  tnorv 
fiathfal  in  these  paris.  TliiB  I  will  prove  with  my  flesh 
and  blood.     Although  I  know  there  he  divers  Hying  ru- 

rula  spread  by  my  onomiee,  which  ore  come  to  my  eaw, 
doubt  not  my  virtue  and  truth  will  prove  them  calum- 
niators '  and  men  of  little.  So,  good  Mr.  Wilkt-s,  I  pray 
yon,  conaider  gravely,  give  ear  discreetly,  and  advertise 
into  Englund  soundly.  For  mo,  I  have  been  and  am 
your  frit-nd.  and  glad  to  hear  any  admonition  from  ona 
90  wipe  aa  yonrEClf." 

He  then  alluded  ironically  to  the  "  good  favour  and 
money  "  with  whieh  he  had  been  so  contented  of  late, 
thrtt  if  Str.  WjlkcB  would  discharge  him  of  his  promise 
lo  Lord  Leicester,  he  would  tafce  his  leave  with  all  his 
heart.  Captain,  ofBoem,  and  Boldiere,  had  been  living 
on  half  a  pound  of  cheese  a  day.  For  himself,  he  had 
received  but  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  in  five 
montlis,  and  was  living  at  three  pounds  by  the  day. 
"This  my  wealth  will  not  long  hold  out,"  be  observed, 
"b«t  yet  I  will  never  fail  of  my  promise  to  his  Excel- 
lency, whatsoever  I  endure,  it  is  for  her  Majesty's 
MTvice  and  fur  the  love  I  bear  to  him." 

KHe  bitterly  complained  of  the  unwillingness  of  the 
Bntry-people  to  fumifib  vivers,  waggons,  and  otbor 
cemanea,  for  the  fort  before  Zutphen.     "  Had  it  not 
en,"  he  said,  "  for  the  travail  extraordinary  of  myself, 
ami  patience  of  my  brother  York,  that  fort  would  have  been 
ill  ^nger.     But,  according  to  his  desire  and  forethought,  I 
rnmi*Jied  that  place  with  cavalry  and  infantry ;  for  I 
w  the  troops  there  bo  marvellous  weak."* 
a  reply,  \V  ilkes  stated  that  the  complaints  had  been 
s  "ay  no  rhetoridan,  hut  by  letter  from  the  magis- 
is  themselves  (on  whom  he  relied  bo  confidently)  to 
^  stato-couiioil.     The  councillor  added,  rather  tartly, 
it  nnce  his  honest  words  of  defence  and  of  warning, 
i  b»en  "  taken  in  bo  scoffing  a  manner."  Sir  William 
igbt  be  Bura  of  not  being  troubled  with  any  more  of 
It  letters.' 
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But,  a  H&y  or  two  before  thtis  adilrassing  him,  ha  had 
alrciidy  encloBod  to  Leicester  veiy  iraportaut  letters 
ftUilicBEcd  by  the  council  of  Gelderland  tw  L'ount  Ktoeui's, 
stadholdor  of  the  Pixivinco,  aod  by  him  foru'anlcd  tu  the 
8lati3-coiiDcii.  For  there  woi-c  now  verj'  grave  i-nmonrs 
conccruiiig  the  fidelity  of  "that  puticiit  aiid  fDTcseeing 
brother  Vurk,"  whom  Stanley  hod  been  so  gencrousl}' 
Kti-engthening  in  Fuit  Zulphcn.  The  lieiitonant  of 
York,  a  cei-tain  Mr.  Zuuch.  hud  been  sogu  within  tlw 
city  of  Zutphen,  in  close  conference  witli  L'oloiicl  I'asxife, 
Spuuisn  governor  of  the  place.'  Moreover  there  had 
Ikicii  a  very  frequent  exchange  of  courtesiei) — by  which 
the  hon'ors  of  war  fleemcd  to  be  much  mitigated — be- 
tween York  on  the  outside  and  TaaeiB  within.  Th* 
English  commander  sent  baskets  of  venisou,  wild  fowl, 
and  other  game,  which  were  rare  in  the  market  of  & 
Ifesieged  tuwn.  The  Spanish  guvei'nor  I'espouded  with 
biigkets  of  excellent  wine  and  burrols  of  beer.'  A  wry 
pleasant  state  of  feeling,  perhaps,  to  contemplate — as  ao 
advance  in  civilization  over  the  not  very  distant  days  tii 
the  Haarlem  and  Leyden  sieges,  when  barrels  of  pri- 
soners' hcadti,  cut  oil  n  doKen  or  two  nt  a  time,  were  the 
isocial  amenities  usually  exchanged  between  Spuiiurds 
and  Dutchmen — but  Bomewhut  BiUiiioious  to  ihooo  wlu 
had  grown  gi"ey  in  this  horrible  waifare, 

ITie  Iriiili  kernes,  too,  wore  allowed  to  como  to  maM 
within  the  city,  and  were  received  there  with  aa  much 
rmteruity  by  the  Cntliolic  soldiers  of  Taasitt  as  the  wnnt 
(if  any  common  dialect  would  allow — a  proceeding  which 
seemed  belter  perhaps  for  the  salvation  of  their  iKiula 
than  for  the  advancfment  of  the  siege.' 

The  state-council  li*l  written  concerning  those  ni- 
monra  to  ICowland  York,  hut  the  patient  nrnii  had  replied 
in  a  manner  which  Wilkes  chuscterizod  ae  "uunt  tu 
have  lieun  given  to  such  as  were  the  exooutom  of  Ih« 
Rarl  of  Leioostor's  autltority."  1'ho  councillor  implored 
the  governor- gonernl  nocordingly  to  send  nomo  spoody 
direction  in  this  mutter,  an  well  to  Kowlnnd  York  as  to 
Sir  William  Stjiuley;    fur  he  explicitly  and  t>amostly 

>  -UOHi-UdiOuihliwiuOHiOd*       ■  Wllkai(oaunl>M;nr«.l*KVi 

Moan  M  9IM**Bwr.  It  Iih.  lUt.'    ilnigclT  nnnninunir  •••iH  tkn  |«ii- 

»*-«B!*ln.Mr,WI)K.iB«.    (S.r.    tk..    HwU.  lUri  •**  ("It  Wnsii^t, 
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warned  liim,  tliat  those  perBoQages  would  pay  no  liecd 
to  the  remotistranceK  of  tiis  slate-counciL' 

Thna  again  mid  again  was  I.eicoster^ou  whose  hend 
rested,  by  his  own  deliberate  act,  tLo  wbnte  responsi- 
bility— forowamed  that  some  givat  misohief  wns  iai- 
p^nding.  There  was  time  enongb  even  then — for  it  wan 
out  the  16tb  December — to  place  full  powei-g  in  the 
hands  of  tJie  state -council,  of  Morris,  or  of  Hohenio,  and 
secretly  and  swiftly  to  secure  the  suspecl^d  peisone. 
And  avert  tbo  danger.  Leicester  did  nothing.  How 
could  he  acknowledge  his  error  ?  How  tould  he  mani- 
'  fcst  coniidence  in  the  detested  Norris?  How  appeal  to 
the  violent  and  deeply  incensed  Ilohenlo? 

'lliree  weeks  more  rolled  by,  and  the  much-en dnring 

I   £owland  York  was  still  in  confidential  coiTcspondenco 

I  vrith  Leieestcr  and  Walsingham,  although   his   social 

I  iiilerooRTSc  wiVh  the  Spanish  governor  of  Zntpben  con- 

I  tinned  to  bo  upon  the  most  liberal  tind  agreeable  footing. 

I  He  was  not  quite  satisfied  with  the  general  aspect  of 

I  the  Qneen's  cause  in  the  Netherlands,  and  wrote  to  the 

I  Secretary  of  State  in  a  tone  of  despondency  and  mild 

I  expostulation.     Waleinghom  would  have  been  less  edi- 

I  fied  by  these  communioationB,  had  he  been  aware  that 

I  York,  upon  Jirii  tntiring  Leictfter's  service,  had  imtnediutely 

I  oponed  a  correspondence  with  the  Duke  of  I'aiTna,  and 

l^iod  aecretly  given  him  to  understand  that  bis  ol^nt  icas 

^  mroe  the  cause  of  ^pain.     This  was  indeed  the  fiict.  as 

iliQ  Dnke  informed  the  Sing,  "  but  then  he  is  such  a 

Matter-biained,  reekloss  dare-devil,"  said  I'amift,  "  tliut 

I  hardly  expected  much  of  him."'    Thna  the  astute  Sir 

f  rrancis  had  been  outwitted  by  the  advenluvoua  Kow- 

I  land,  who  was  perhaps  destined  also  to  suipass  the  onti- 

^^pations  of  the  Spanish  commander-in-chief. 

Bteaiitime  York  informed  his  English  patrons,  on  tlic 
71h  Janoarj-,  that  mattere  wore  not  proceeding  so 
nmoothly  in  the  political  woi'ld  as  he  oould  wish.  He 
I  luid  found  "  many  orosa  and  indirect  proceedings,"  and 
I  tw,  according  to  Lord  Leicester's  deidre.  he  sent  him  a 
•■  dincourse  "  on  the  subject,  wliich  be  begged  Sir  Francis 
to  "penise,  add  to,  or  tukc  away  from,"  and  then  to  en- 

Ikn  to  Lclu^lcr,  10  I>c  \iH.    "'ri>nllvliiiin]'iirrUa>lo,"be.    [Arcb-d* 
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close  to  the  Earl.  lie  hoped  he  should  be  foi^vea  if 
the  stj'le  of  tiio  production  was  not  (juite  salitdactuiy ; 
for,  said  ho.  "the  place  where  I  am  duth  t<xi  much  tur- 
uitiiit  my  memoij-,  to  call  eveiy  point  to  my  rement- 
h lance.'' ' 

It  uiuGt,  iu  tiutb,  have  been  soniewbat  a  hard  task 
upon  his  meiuorj-.  to  keep  freslily  iu  niiud  evoTj-  detail 
of  iho  pamlli-'l  eori'eHpondenco  which  he  was  carrying 
en  with  the  Spanish  and  with  Ihe  English  gnvenutieiiL 
Kron  a  cool  head  like  Itowlaiid's  might  be  furgiven  for 
being  occasionally  puzzled.  "So  if  thei*  b«  anjihing 
■  hard  to  bo  undoretood,"  he  observed  to  NValsinghau, 
"advortise  me,  and  I  will  make  it  plainer."  Nothing 
could  be  more  ingenuous.  He  confesnod,  however,  to 
being  out  of  jjooket.  "  PleaBo  your  honour."  said  be, 
"  I  hiivtt  taken  great  pains  to  make  a  bad  place  %oai»- 
thing,  and  it  has  cost  me  all  tlio  money  I  Itad,  and  hen 
1  onn  reoeivc  nothing  but  discontentment.  I  diuv  not 
mriti  yoa  all  lest  you  should  think  it  impossible,"  bt 
added — and  it  is  quite  probable  that  even  Wolsiugliun 
would  have  been  astonished,  bad  Kowland  written  all. 
ITie  game  playing  by  York  and  Stanley  was  not  tmo  to 
which  KngliNh  gentlemen  wore  much  addicted. 

"1  trust  the  benrer.  Edwai-d  Stanlej,  a  diricreot, bnve 
gentleman,"  he  said,  "with  details."  ^And  the  remaik 
[iroves  tliat  the  gallant  youth  who  bad  captured  this 
very  Fort  Zulphen  iu  eo  brilliant  a  manner  wa«  not 
privy  to  the  desi^s  of  his  brother  and  of  Toik ;  for  ihft 
object  of  the  "  discourse  "  was  to  di:ceivo  the  English 
goveniinent. 

"  I  humbly  bosooch  that  you  will  send  for  me  home," 
concluded  Itowland,  "  for  true  ns  I  humbled  my  mind  to 

IilcoKc  her  Majesty,  your  honour,  and  the  deed,'  now  aa 
content  to  hiuablb  myBclf  lower  to  please  m\'self,  tut 
now,  since  his  Escc11eucy*B  dcrartui'c.  there  is  tw  fom 
of  prooeoding  ncilhor  honouralily  nor  honestly.' 

Throe  other  we«kti  passed  over,  weeks  of  unxivh'  snd 
dread  throughout  the  republic.  Sunpioion  giew  cUrkw 
hun  eviir.  not  only  as  to  Vork  and  Stanlev.  but  as  to  all 
the  Kuglish  commiindem,  as  to  the  whole  t^nglish  nation. 

■  tE«nw>dr>rkU>W>tiU«liu)i.  t  Jin.    frMnU;  rmiiw  Ih  Uk  ■dvxBUini.    M*. 
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Ik  Aiijoo  plot,  a  general  massaoi-e,  was  expeefcil  by 
my,  yet  mere  were  no  tieiinilo  giTxiiidH  for  sacli  ilru-fc 
bcipatiatia.  In  vain  bad  pttiualakirig,  (i-iitii-tBlliu(|; 
ilkes  eiiraiDOned  Stanley  lu  his  dutj',  and  called  on 
Leicester,  time  aft«r  tiino.  to  intevfere.  In  vain  did  Sir 
-lohn  Korris,  Sir  John  Conway,  tlio  members  of  tlio 
»: ale-council,  and  all  otbcrs  who  tJiould  liavc  had 
■iiilLorit)',  do  their  ntrooat  to  avert  a  catsBti-ophe,  'ITieir 
lianda  were  all  tied  by  the  fatal  letter  of  tho  24lh  No- 
VL-aiber.  Mont  ansiously  did  all  imiJore  lbs  Eail  of 
Leicester  to  return.  Never  was  a  more  daiigurouB 
mtatt  than  this  fur  a  country  to  be  Icit  to  ita  fate. 
e^er  in  histoij'was  ihere  a  mure  stiiking  excni- 
n  of  the  need  of  a  man — of  an  individual — who 
^Id  embody  the  powers  and  jvishcJi,  and  concentrate 
BDe  bnun  and  arm  the  whole  energy  oi'  a  conimun- 
■Itfa.  But  there  was  no  uuch  man,  for  the  republic 
I  loot  itii  chief  when  Orange  died.  Here  was  imiih 
lorn  and  patriotism  now.  Olden-Bameveld  was  coin- 
mt,  and  so  ^^'aa  Buyg.  to  direct  the  councils  of  the 
nblic,  and  tliere  were  few  better  soldiers  tliun  Norris 
3  Hofaenlo  to  lead  her  armies  uguinst  Spain.  But  the 
B  authority  had  been  confiaed  to  LciceBtei'.  ITe 
B  not-perhaps  proved  himself  extraordinarily  qimlifieil 
B  hifl  post,  but  lie  WIS  the  goTeiTior-in -chief,  and  hiit 
l{Hrttiru,  without  resigniug  his  powers,  left  the  c^m- 
"  "mumwealth  headless,  at  a  moment  when  singleness  of 
action  was  vitally  important. 

At  last,  verj-  late  in  Januar)-,  one  Hugh  Ovoring.  a 
haberdiishcr  from  Ludgale  Hill,  ivas  caught  at  Eotter- 
■  "  I,  on  his  way  to  Ireland,  with  a  bundle  of  letters 
B  Sir  William  Stanley,  and  was  sent,  as  a  suKpiciouM 
act«r,  to  the  atutc-couneil  at  the  Hague.'  On  the 
i  day,  another  Englislimau,  a  nuall  yor.th,  "well- 
mrod,"  rejoicing  in  a  '"  veiy  little  red  bcai-d,  and  in 
r  ragged  clothes,"  unknown  by  name,  but  e.n-ertained 
.e  in  the  service  of  lioivknd  York  and  to  liave  been 
a  bearer  of  letters  to  BittEsela,  also  passed  through 
nMtordrim.  Bj'  connivance  of  the  innkeeper,  one  Joyce. 
aUo  nn  t^nglisliman,  he  succeeded  in  making  hia  escape.* 
I'be  information  contained  in  the  lottem  thtis  inter- 
x*gpted  \va»  important,  but  it  caiao  too  late,  even  if  then 
' -hiW»uitiBij«B,sij4n.i(ai    (s. !■  om.?  11?.)  >  Jtiu. 
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the  state-council  could  liavo  aoled  withoiil  giving  ninrtat 
offeuoe  to  EUiaibotli  and  to  Leicester. 

On  tliu  ovoniiig  of  2»ih  January  (N.S.)  Sir  Williani 
Stanley  cnt«rt»ined  the;  uiagiEtrates  of  iJcventer  at  u 
Bplendjd  banquot  There  whk  &eo  cunversation  ttt  table 
ooncoming  the  idle  euspicions  whieli  had  been  rife  in 
the  Provincee  as  to  his  good  intantiuiiB  and  the  eeu- 
BUres  which  had  been  cnst  upon  him  for  the  rajirevHivv 
measures  which  he  hud  thought  neeeseaiy  to  adopt  for 
the  aeourity  of  the  city.  }Ie  took  iJiut  occasion  to 
assure  his  guests  that  the  Queen  of  England  had  not  & 
more  loyal  subject  tlian  hiraself,  nor  the  Netherlands 
H  more  devoted  friend.  The  oumpany  expressed  them- 
solves  fully  restored  to  confidence  in  his  character  nod 
purposes,  and  the  hurgomastcra,  having  exchanged 
pledges  of  faith  and  friendship  with  the  commandant  ia 
flowing  goblets,  went  home  oonifortably  to  bed,  highljr 
jileasod  with  their  noble  onierUiner  and  with  thomaelvca.' 

Verj'  late  that  same  night.  Stanley  placed  three 
hundred  of  his  wild  Irish  in  the  Nooronherg  towor,  ft 
-Jia  iMi  '*'¥°  white  struotiiro  which  commanded  th« 
•'  '  Zutphen  gati',  and  ;<i>nt  bodies  of  chosen  trgopt 

to  BUrpriac  all  the  Inirghcr-gunrda  at  their  respective 
stations.  Strong  pickets  of  cavalry  wuro  also  placed  ib 
all  the  prinoipai  thoroughfares  of  the  city.  Atthrse' 
o'clock  in  the  following  morning  ho  told  his  ofiiotm  th»t 
he  was  about  tn  leave  Ueventer  for  a  few  hours,  in  order  lo 
bring  in  some  reinforcements  for  which  hu  hod  eont,  as 
he  had  felt  modi  anxielj-  for  Rome  time  past  as  to  thie 
disposition  of  tho  burghers.  His  olnuers,  honest 
Englinhmcn,  suspecting  no  evil  and  having  confident 
in  tlicir  cliiuf.  saw  nothing  stiiuigu  in  this  pmcMd- 
ing,  anil  Sir  William  nide  doUlwiiitvly  out  of  Zut- 
phen. After  he  had  been  absent  an  hour  or  two,  llw 
clattor  of  hoofe  and  the  tram]i  of  infantry  was  beard 
without,  und  i>reBonlly  the  couimandant  relumM],  fol- 
lowed by  a  thousand  mubketoers  and  three  or  ftrar 
hiindivd  trooperx.  It  wiu  ntill  pitch-dark;  but,  dimlr 
lighted  by  lorchex.  smnlt  detaulinicnis  uf  tho  fnA 
triiDjipi  picked  their  v,-&\-  lliiuugh  the  blaj^k  nonow 
■tn-et*,  while  tlie  main  boilv  |K>ured  at  onco  iipou  the 
iJrink,  or  groat  si|iiarc.      lions,   iiuictly  and   ewiftlj. 


llS8T. 
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Ltiiey  were  marohalled  into  order,  the  cavaJrj-,  pike 
land  musketeers,  lining  all  aides  of  the  pluce,  e 
l^^ooeii  band— among  wltom  stood  Sir  William  Stanley, 
I  fiMt,  and  an  officer  of  high   rank   on   horsoback — 
ying  the  central  space  immediately  in  front  of  the 

9  drums  then  beat,  and  proclamation  wont  forth 

gb  the  city  that  all  burghers,  without  any  distino- 

-mnnicipal  guards  and  all — were  to  repair  forth- 

1  to  the  city-hall,  and  deposit  their  arms.     As  th« 

labitants  arose  from  their  slumbers,  and  sallied  forth 

e  Btreotfl  to  inquire  the  cause  of  the  distoibance, 

>0B  diiicoTered  that  thev  hod,  in  some  mysterious 

r,  been  entrapped.    WUd  irishmen,  with  uncouth 

,  threatening  gesture,   and  unintolligiblo  jargon, 

pbbering  at  every  comer,  instead  of  the  com- 

I  Hemiah  fac«s  of  the  familiar  burgher-guard, 

* '  '  burgomaster,    sleeping    heavily  after  Sir 

hospitable  banquet,  aroused  himself  at  la^t, 

d  taat  a  militia-captain  to  inquire  the  cause  of  the 

■An  drum-beat  and  monstrous  proclamation. 

f  was  breaking  as  the  trusty  eaptain  made  his  way 

tcene  of  action.   The  wan  light  of  a  cold,  drizzly, 

y  morning  showed  him  the  wide,  stately  square 

^with  its  leafless  lime-treea  and  its  tall  many-storied, 

P'^ble-ended  houses  rudng  dim  and  apectral  through  the 

•  uist— filled  to  overflowing  witli  troops,  whoso  uniforma 

ud  batmers  resembled  nothing  that  he  remembered  in 

Ihitc^  *nd  English  regiments.     Fires  were  lighted  at 

s,  kettles  were  boiling,  and  camp-fuUowera 

I  kUtlers  were  crouching  over  them,  half  perished 

^vitfa  cold — for  it  had  been  raining  dismally  all  night* 

'while  burgheia,  with  wives  and  children,  startled 

im  liicir  dreams  by  the  sudden  reveillfie,  stood  gaping 

■  About,  with  perplexed  faces  and  despairing  gestures. 

T  A«  lie  approached  the  town-huuse — one  of  those  mag- 

Lliifioetit.    mauy-towei'ed,    highly -docoratfid,    municipal 

twUcen  of  the  Netherlands— he  found  troops  all  around 

■ti  troops  guarding  the  main  entrunce,  troops  on  the 

great  external  rtaircase  leading  to  the  front  balcony, 
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and  officers,  in  yellow  jerkin  and  black  bandoleer, 
gro'jpiid  in  the  bn loony  itself. 

Tlio  Flemisb  caplain  stood  bewildered,  when  sud- 
denly tbe  familiur  furm  of  Sl&nley  detached  itself  front 
the  central  group  and  advanced  towards  him.  Taking 
him  by  the  hand  with  much  nrbanity.  Sir  William  lej 
tbe  militia-raan  through  two  or  three  rnnks  of  soldierv, 
and  presented  him  to  tbe  strange  officer  on  horw 
back.' 

"  Colonel  Taaiiis,"  said  he,  "  I  recommend  to  yrm  & 
very  particular  friend  of  mine.  Let  mo  bespeak  yonf 
best  uffioea  in  his  behalf." 

"  Ab  God  I"  cried  the  honest  bui^her,  "  TaMis  I 
Tasais !  Then  are  we  indeed  most  miserably  b»- 
trayed." ' 

Even  tbe  Spanish  colonel,  who  was  of  Flemish  origin,- 
wa*  aSeclcd  by  the  doapair  of  the  Netherlander. 

"  Let  those  look  to  the  matter  of  treaehery  whom  it 
concerns,"  said  bo;  "my  business bero  is  to  serve  the 
King  my  master." 

"Hender  unto  C»ssr  the  things  which  aro  Ceaar'a, 
and  unto  God  tbe  things  which  aiw  God's,"  said  Stanley, 
with  piety.* 

Tbe  burgher-captain  was  then  assured  that  no  ham 
wan  intended  to  the  city,  but  that  it  now  belongv^  to 
his  most  Catholic  Majesty  of  Spain — Colonel  StanW, 
to  whom  its  custody  bad  been  entrusted,  having  ^mj 
and  deliboratfily  restored  it  to  its  lawful  owner.  H« 
waa  then  bid  to  go  and  fetch  the  burgomasters  and 
magi  stn  tea. 

f  resently  they  appeared— a  dismal  group,  weeping 
and  woe-begono — the  same  board  of  alrict  Calvinists 
forcibly  placed  in  office  but  three  months  before  by 
Leicester,  through  the  ngi-ncy  of  this  vert*  Stanley,  who 
hiid  BO  siinunarily  cj^ctfi  tbeir  popish  predeoeaaorv,  uul 
who  only  the  night  before  had  so  bniidi^mely  feasted, 
themselves.  They  came  forwnrd,  the  tears  nnuiin^ 
down  their  cheeks,  crying  iiiileod  so  piteously  that  ergn 
Slacley  began  to  weep  bitterly  himself.  "  1  havo  not 
done  OiU."  bo  sobbed,  "for  power  or  pelf.  Not  th» 
bopo  of  reward,  but  the  love  of  God  bath  moved  tne."* 


TERMS  OF  THE  BARGAIN, 

Pre«eDfIy  eomo  of  the  tix-magistnitGa  msde  their 
appfjarancti,  and  a  party  of  leading  citizenfl  went  into  a 
priviite  houBO  with  Tasaia  and  Stanley  to  hear  state- 
la^cMta  aod  explauations— as  if  any  satiiifaotoiy  ones 
u-cre  possible. 

Sir  William,  Btill  in  a  mclanoholy  tone,  began  to 
make  a  speech,  through  au  interpreter,  and  again  1o 

firoi«et  that  he  had  not  been  influencod  by  love  of 
Here.  But  as  he  Btammered  and  grow  incoherent  as  he 
approached  the  point,  TasaiH  suddenly  interrupted  the 
conference.  "  Let  ns  loxk  after  ovir  soldiers, "  naid  he, 
"  for  they  have  been  marching  in  the  foul  woatlier  half 
the  night"  So  the  Spanish  troops,  who  had  been 
standing  patiently  to  be  rained  upon  after  their  long 
march,  until  the  burghers  had  all  deposited  their  anna 
in  the  city-hall,  were  now  billeted  on  the  townspeople. 
Tassis  gave  peremptory  orders  that  no  injury  ehovilQ  bo 
offered  to  persons  or  property  on  pain  of  death ;  and, 
by  way  of  wholesome  example,  hung  several  Hibernians 
the  same  day  who  had  been  detected  in  plundering  the 
inhnbitaats.' 
The  citizens  were,  as  usual  in  such  cases,  offered  the 
between  embraoing  the  Catholic  religion  or 
into  exile,  a  certain  interval  being  allowed  them 
iVind  up  their  aSaira.  Tliey  were  also  required  to 
tnish  Stanley  and  his  regiment  full  payyiir  the  u:hoIa 
ftriod  of  Oieir  tervice  since  coming  to  the  Provinces,  and 
to  Ta»u8  three  months'  wages  for  )us  Spaniards  ii. 
adrance.'     Stanley  offered  his  troops  the  privilege  of 

IB4  nkae  Tolii    With  TwplnE  tmi    Uletnla.  US.  tal<ne  cllfd.     NurrU  In 
■4«l  wmtnaDnm  H^^ve  hiiB  «■    Barghlej,  ^  .TiB.  IM7.  (S.  P.OBcc  MB.) 
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remaining  with  him  in  the  eervice  of  Spain,  or  of  taking, 
their  domrturo  unmolested.  The  Irifih  troopa  * 
qnito  wiUiiig  Uj  coutiauu  tinder  thoir  old  ohiefUin,  par-i 
ticularlj  aa  it  was  Intimatod  to  thorn  that  there  was  tui 
iiamediate  proapeet  of  a  brisk  campaign  in  their  nativd 
island  against  the  tyrant  Elizabolh,  undor  the  liberating' 
banners  of  Philip.  And  certainly,  in  an  age  ^rherQ. 
religion  constituted  country,  these  fervent  Catholic*''. 
could  scarcely  be  censured  for  taking  arms  againgt  tho 
sovereign  who  persecuted  their  religion  and  themeelrea.'; 
Thew  honest  barbarians  had  broken  no  oath,  violated 
no  trust,  had  never  pretended  sympathy  with  freedonkj 
or  affection  for  their  Queen.  They  bad  fought  fierceJf  1 
tinder  the  chief  who  led  them  iuto  battle — they  had 
robbed  and  plundered  voraciously  as  opportuni^  i 
servod,  and  bjul  been  occaeioniilly  hanged  for  theim 
exploits ;  hut  Devent«r  and  Fort  Zutphen  had  not  been  i 
confided  to  their  keeping:  and  it  was  a  pleasant  thought 
to  them,  thut  approaching  invasion  of  Ireland. 

"  I  will  rniu  tlie  whole  country  from  Holland  to 
Friealand,"  said  Stanley  to  Captain  Newton,  "  and  then 
1  will  play  Buch  a  gume  in  Ireland  aa  the  Queen  hM 
never  seen  the  like  all  the  days  of  her  life." ' 

Newton  had  already  been  solicited  by  Itowland  Yor^ 
to  lake  eervica  under  Parma,  and  hod  indignantly 
declined.  Sir  Edmund  Carey  and  his  men,  four  lb 
dred  in  all,  refused,  to  a  man,  to  take  part  in  t 
mouBtrouH  treason,  and  were  allowed  to  leave  the  city.' 
lliie  was  the  case  with  all  tho  Knglinh  offieers.  Stanley 
ui>d  York  were  the  only  geiillemcn  who  on  this  oocaaiim 
BuJIiod  tho  honour  of  Engiatid. 

Captain  HcuchmMi,  who  had  been  taken  prisoner  a 

•M  laiMlTtrm  niiirbnun  mamr—       -■"■■■■■-■  |t..... -    ,  „_, 

nllllii  ftfi  ikiw  iBiinilH  u>  Uk  traops  at   Sunligr^  Bvtic*,  u  ■amm  Mel  a> 
iWlmb>Sir  nwnli  V 


ijm!c^ 


FEEBLE  DEFENCE  OF  STANLEY'S  CONDUCT. 


IdO 


a  sldrmisli  a  few  days  before  the  Hnrrender  of  Deventer, 
was  now  brought  to  that  city,  anil  earnestly  entreated 
by  T*9si8  and  by  Stanley  to  eeizo  tlm  opportunity  of 
entering  Ihe  service  of  Spain. 

•'  You  Bball  have  great  adTancemont  and  prefer- 
ment," aaid  Tassis.  "  His  Catholic  Majesty  luw  got 
read;  very  many  sbipH  for  Ireland,  and  Sir  Waiiam 
^tanfa/  ii  tn  bt  geiifrai  of  the  aipedUion," 

"  And  yon  shall  chooae  yonr  own  prefennent,"  eaid 
Stanley,  "  for  I  know  yon  to  be  a  brave  man." 

"  I  would  rather,"  replied  Henchjnan,  "  serve  my 
prince  in  loyalty  aa  a  beggar,  than  to  be  known  and 
reported  a  rich  tiaitor,  with  breach  of  conscience." 

"Continue   so,"   replied   Stanley,   unabashed;    "for 

tiuM  is  the  very  principle  of  my  own  enlai^ment;  for, 

I  before,  I  served  the  devil,  and  now  I  am  serving  God." 

The  offers  and  (he  arguments  of  the  Spaniard  and  the 

■jmi^ade  were  powerless  with  the  hlnnt  captain,  and 

Dtwithstanding  "  divert  other  traitorous  allcdgemeuts 

f  Sir  William  for  his  most  vile  facts,"  as  Henchman 

mressed  it,  that  officer  remained  in  poverty  and  cap- 

vaty  tmtil  such  time  as  he  could  be  eschanged.' 

Stimley  scibsoquently  attempted  in  various  ways  to 

defmd  his  character.     He  had  a  cummission  from  Lei- 

oMter,  be  said,  to  serve   whom    he    chose — as  if  the 

gvremor-general  bad  contomplatcd  his  serving  Philip  II. 

L  with  that  commission  ;  he  had  a  passport  to  go  whither 

WiSb  liked — as  if  bis  passport  entitlea  bim  to  take  the 

r  of  Deventer  along  with  him ;  ho  owed  no  alle- 


ridior  money  nor  preferment ;  he  had  been  compelled 
'  liy  \dB  conscience  and  bis  duty  to  Gf>d  to  restore  the  city 
to  it*  lawful  master,  and  so  on,  and  so  on.* 

But.  whether  be  owed  the  States  allegiance  or  not,  it 
is  certain  that  ho  hod  accepted  their  money  ta  relieve 
himself  and  his  troops  eight  days  before  bis  treasi.'n. 
Vbat  Leioealer  had  discharged  him  from  his  promises 
to  such  on  extent  as  to  Justify  his  surrendering  a  town 
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aitted  to  hia  honour  for  safe  keeping,  ccrtainl.v  6e- 
;  that  his  duty  to  corecience  reqaired 
him  to  reat^ire  the  city  argued  a  somewhat  tardy  awaken* 
jng  of  that  monitor  in  the  breast  of  the  man  who  thre« 
months  before  had  wrested  the  place  with  th  e  armed  hand 
&om  men  suspected  of  Catholic  inclinations;  that  hit' 
first  motive,  however,  was  not  the  mere  lovo  of  money, 
wss  doubtless  true.  Atteiclinient  to  hia  religion,  a  de- 
sire to  atone  for  hifi  sins  again.it  it,  the  insidious  tempt- 
ings  of  his  evil  spirit,  York,'  who  was  the  chief  oi^anisert 
of  the  conspiracy,  and  the  prospect  of  gratiiying  a  wHd 
and  wicked  ambition— these  wore  the  springs  thai . 
moved  him.  Snma — varying  &om  30,0001.  to  a  pension 
olel«  a  year — were  mentioned,  as  the  stipu- 
lated price  of  his  treason,  by  Norris,  Wilkes,  Conw^,' 
and  others  ;*  but  the  Dnke  of  Parma,  in  narrating  thol 
whole  afiair  in  a,  private  letter  to  the  King,  explicitly 
stated  that  he  hod  found  Stanley  "singularly  diain- 
tereatcd." 

"  The  colonel  was  only  actuated  by  religious  motives," 
he  said,  "  asking  for  no  reward,  except  that  ho  might 
serve  in  his  Majesty's  army  thenceforth — and  this  is 
worthy  to  be  noted." ' 

At  the  same  time  it  appears  ^om  this  oon-espondenest 
that  the  Duko  recommended,  and  that  the  King  bestowedfi 
o  "  mercod,"  which  Stanley  did  not  refliee  ;*  and  it  H 

>  Aandlncu  Cwn]Bi.Tiiriib>di>n-  nnitii  iiriili  iniiT  [fliili  ili  flw  ITt) 
ikIhI  BunlFy  UiU  be  lud  tmn  iccnvd  ■  Ibid.  Qoiian  BnUroiVa,  )u  0.  L 
hf  lbs  (vniiiimnn  of  tMng  owhH  I"  '.  311.  ~Er>  OUUUn  Is  Sr  ~  ~ 
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Kry  well  known  that  to  no  persona  in  tlie  ■world  waa 
^liilip  apt  to  bo  BO  generons  as  to  men  of  bigli  rank, 
lemisti.  Walloon,  or  Englisli,  who  deserted  the  cause 
f  bis  rebellions  anhjecU  to  serve  under  his  own  banners. 
Tet,  etrange  to  relate,  almost  at  tho  very  moment  that 
oley  waa  communicating  his  fatal  act  of  treason,  in 
enr  that  he  might  open  a  high  career  for  his  ambition, 
Binost  brilliant  destiny  was  about  to  dawn  upon  him. 
Tie  Qween  had  it  in  contemplation,  in  recompense  for 
m  difltiiignishod  sorvioes,  and  by  advice  of  Leicester,  to 
"  ^graat  honours  and  titles  upon  him,  and  to  ap- 
-*TM[  Viceroy  of  Ireland — of  that  very  country 
_B  WOB  now  proposing,  as  an  enemy  to  lus  Bove- 
■d  BB  the  piutmsed  tool  of  a  foreign  despot,  to 

Stanley's  subsequent  fate  was  obscure.  A  price  of 
30OO  florins  was  put  by  the  States  upon  his  head  and 
Tipon  that  of  York.*  Ho  went  to  Bpain,  and  afterwards 
letnmed  to  the  Provinces,  He  wbb  even  reported  to 
have  become,  through  the  judgment  of  God,  a  lunatic,' 
ahhougu  the  tale  wanted  confirmation ;  and  it  is  certain 
th&t  at  the  close  of  the  year  be  had  mustered  Hb  regi- 
ment tinder  Famese,  prepared  to  join  the  Ihike  in  Sie 
great  invasion  of  England.* 

Rowland  York,  who  was  used  to  such  practices,  oheer- 

■  m*  k  lUM  dbtlnalT  ti;  Lctmlcr 
thltlMb 
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fully  ccinsiini mated  hia  crime  on  the  same  day  that  wit- 
neeMid  the  sturender  of  Deventer,  Ho  rode  up  to  the 
gates  of  that  cily  on  the  moming  of  ihe  LiHth  Jauaary, 
inquired  quietly  whether  Tasais  was  maeter  of  the  place, 
and  then  galloped  furiously  hook  the  ten  milea  to  his 
fort.  Entering,  ho  called  his  aoldiera  f^ether,  hade 
them  t«ar  in  pieues  the  colours  of  England,  and  follow 
him  into  the  city  of  Zutpheu.'  Two  companiee  of 
Whites'  troops  offered  resiatuice,  and  attempted  to  hold 
the  place  ;  but  thoy  were  overpowered  by  the  Engliah 
and  Irish,  aesisted  by  a  force  of  Spaniards,  who,  by  a 
concerted  movement,  made  their  appearance  from  the 
town.  He  received  a  handsome  reward,  having  far  anr- 
mseed  the  Duke  of  Parma's  expectations,  when  he  made 
his  original  offer  of  service.  He  died  very  euddenlvt 
after  a  great  banquet  at  Deventer,  in  the  course  of  the 
same  year,  not  having  succeeded  in  making  his  ettcape 
into  Spain  to  live  at  ease  on  his  stipend.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  he  was  poisoned ;  but  the  charge  in  tbotio 
days  wan  a  common  one,  and  nobody  eared  to  tnvestigatfl 
the  subject.  His  body  was  subsequently  exhumed — 
when  Deventer  came  into  the  hands  of  the  patriots — 
and  with  impotent  and  contemptible  malice  haiued 
upon  a  gibbet.     This  was  the  end  of  Rowland  York? 

Fanna  was  highly  gratified,  as  may  be  imagined,  at 
such  successful  results.  "Thus  Fort  Zutphon," said  he, 
"  about  which  there  have  been  so  many  fislicnfls,  and 
Deventer — which  was  the  real  object  of  the  laet  cmn- 
paign,  and  which  has  cost  the  Euglihh  so  much  Uood 
ntid  money,  and  is  the  safety  of  Groningen  and  of  oil 
those  Provinces — is  now  your  Majesty's.  Moreover,  tha 
clfoct  of  this  treason  mu»l  be  to  sow  great  distruat  be- 
tween the  KngliHh  and  the  rebels,  who  will  henoclonk 
nover  know  in  whom  ihey  can  confide." " 

Parma  was  very  right  in  this  conjecture.  Morw>ver, 
there  was  just  then  a  fearful  ran  against  the  StattMi. 
ITio  castle  of  Wauw,  \vilhiu  a  league  of  Bore«Q>op- 
Zoom,  which  hod  been  entmstod  to  one  Le  Marcliand,  a 


w.  It<7i1.  HdoM,  Wwaur,  Stnd*. 
nfltD,  CBBdn.  U  tVIJI,  Hwihih. 
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UETRAYAL  OF  GELDER  TO  PARMA. 

FreDtdunan  in  the  service  of  the  republic,  waa  deliTored 
lyliiiaU)  rarnia  for  10,000  florins.  " 'Tie  a  very  im- 
portatit  post,"  suid  the  Duke,  "  and  the  money  waa  well 
uid  out." ' 

The  loss  of  tJie  oity  of  Gelder,  capital  of  the  Province 
of  the  same  namo,  took  place  in  the  eumiuer.  This 
town  belonged  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Martin  tjchenk,  and 
was  hiB  chief  place  of  deposit  for  the  large  and  niiscol- 
tuteoos  property  acquired  by  him  during  his  deeultury, 
but  most  profitable,  freebootiog  career.  The  famous 
partisan  was  then  absent,  engaged  in  a  lucrative  job  in 
the  way  of  his  profeHsion.  He  had  made  a  contract — in 
«  very  business-like  way— witli  the  States,  to  defend 
the  cityof  Eheinberg  and  all  the  country  round  against 
the  Ihike  of  Parma,  pledging  himRclf  to  keep  on  foot 
fOr  that  purpose  an  army  of  ^300  foot  and  TOO  horse. 
For  this  extensive  and  important  operation  he  was  to 
receive  20,000  florins  a  month  from  the  general  exche- 
quer, and  in  addition  he  was  to  be  allowed  the  brand- 
KhatK — the  black-mail,  that  is  to  say — of  the  whole 
countrj--Mde,  and  the  taxation  upon  all  vessels  going 
Dp  and  down  the  river  before  Kheinberg ;  an  ad  valorem 
duty,  in  short,  upon  all  river  merchandise,  assessed  and 
collected  in  eununary  fediion,'  A  tariff  thus  enforced 
wait  not  likely  to  be  a  mild  one  ;  and  although  the  States 
considered  that  they  had  got  a  "  good  pennyworth  "  by 
the  job,  it  was  no  easy  thing  to  get  the  better,  in  a  bar- 

SLiu,  of  the  vigilant  Martin,  who  was  as  thrifty  a  specu- 
tor  aa  he  was  a  desperate  fighter,  A  more  accom- 
plished highwayman,  artistically  and  enthusiastically 
devoted  to  his  pursuit,  never  lived.  Nobody  did  his 
work  more  thoroughly— nobody  got  himself  better  paid 
for  his  work— and  Thomas  Wilkes,  tliat  excellent  man 
uf  buRiitesH,  thought  the  States  not  likely  to  make  much 
'  f  their  contract.*     Nevertheless,  it  was  a  comfort  to 

WW  that  the  work  would  not  be  n^lected. 

]  Bcfaenk  was  accordingly  absent,  jobbing  the  Ehein- 

j  siege,  and  in  his  place   one  Aristollo   Patton,  a 

Mtch  colonel  in  the  States'  service,  was  commandant 

EvCGeldeoa.     Now  the  thrifty  Scot  had  an  eye  to  buei- 
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ness  too,  and  was  no  more  troubled  wilh  qiialma  nf 
science  tlian  Bowland  York  himself.  Mon-uver  he  knetr 
himself  to  be  in  great  danger  of  losing  hie  pl&oe,  fur 
Xieicenter  waa  no  &iend  to  him,  and  iulendud  to  super- 
sede him.  Patton  bad  also  a  decided  grudge  sgainet 
Martin  Scheuk,  for  that  truculent  personugu  htul  reccntlj" 
administered  to  hint  a  drubbing,  wliich  no  doabt  he 
had  richly  deaerved.'  Accordingly,  when  the  Duho  of 
Parma  made  a  secret  offer  to  him  of  36,000  florins  if  be 
would  quietly  eurronder  the  city  entrusted  to  him,  tha 
colonel  jumped  at  so  encellent  an  opportunity  of  cir- 
cumventing Leicester,  feeding  his  grudge  against 
Slartin,  and  making  a  handsome  fortune  for  himself^ 
He  knew  his  trade  too  well,  however,  to  accept  the  o9er 
too  eagerly,  and  bargained  awhile  for  better  terms,  and 
to  such  good  purpose,  that  it  was  agreed  he  should  have 
not  only  the  .36,000  florins,  but  M  the  boTBes,  anas, 
plat«,  famitnre,  and  other  moveables  in  the  city  belong- 
ing to  Schenk,  that  be  could  lay  his  hands  apon.  Here 
were  revenge  and  solid  damnges  for  the  nnforgotten 
assault  and  battery — for  Sohonk's  property  alone  mndo 
no  InuunHtderable  fortune—and  accordingly  the  city, 
towards  midsummer,  was  Burrendered  to  tbe  Seigneur 
d'Haultepeune.*  Moreover,  the  excellent  Pntton  had 
another  and  a  loftier  motive.  He  was  in  love.  He  had 
also  a  rival.  The  lady  of  his  thoughts  was  the  widow 
of  Pontile  de  Koyelle,  Seigneur  de  Boure,  who  had  onoo 
saved  the  citadel  of  Antwerp,  and  afterwards  sold  that 
city  and  himself.  His  rival  was  no  other  than  tie  great 
Seignenr  de  Champagny.  brother  of  Cardinal  Qranvelle. 
eminent  as  soldier,  diplumatist,  and  financier,  but  now 
growing  old,  not  in  affluent  oircumstanoes,  and  mneh 
troubled  with  the  gout.  Madame  de  BontB  had.  how- 
ever, accepted  his  band,  and  had  fixed  the  day  for  the 
wedding,  when  the  Scotchman,  thus  suddenly  enriched, 
A  previously  unsupcpsrful  suit.  The  widow 
I,  partially  keeping  her  promise,  actually  i<elobr«t(id 
''  '     —    the  appouited  evening;    but,  to  tha 
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KMuprise  of  the  Provinees,  Hhe  became  not  the  hnulla  et 
^"iuigixmte  dame  de  Cliamjxigmj.  but  Mrs.  Arietotle  Patten,' 
For  this  last  treason  neither  Leicester  nor  the  Eng- 
1  were  responsible.     Patton  was  not  only  a  Scot,  hut 
k  follower  of  Hohenlo,  as  Leieester  loudly  proteated." 
)  Mai'chftnt  was  a  Frenohman.      But  Deveitt«r  and 
ntphen  were  places  of  vital  importance,  and  Stanley 
I  EnglishmiiR  of  highest  consideration,  one  who  had 
I  deemed  worthy  of  the  command  in  chief  in  Lei- 
ir'a  absence,     iforeover,  a  oomet  in  the  service  of 
e  Earl'a  nephew,  Sir  Hubert  Sidney,  had  been  seen  at 
_  htphcn  in  conference  with  Tassis;  and  the  horrible 
I  iRupicion  went  abroad  that  even  the  illustrious  name  of 
"Bidiiey  was  to  be  polluted  also.'    This  tcax  was  for- 
tunately false,  although  the  comet  was  nn questionably 
a  traitor,  with  whom  the  enemy  had  been  tampering ; 
but  the  mere  thought  that  Sir  Robert    Sidney  could 
betray  the  truKt  reposed  in  him  was  almost  enough  to 
roake  the  atiU  unburjed  corpse  of  his  brother  arise  from 
the  dead- 
Parma  was  right  when  he  said  that  all  confidence  of 
Ihe  Ketherlanders  in  the  Englishmen  would   now  be 
gone,  and  that  the  Provinces  would  begin  to  doubt  their 
beet  friends.     No  fresh  treasons  followed,  but  they  were 
Bspectfid  every  day.     An  organized  plot  to  betray  the 
coaotry  ^^  believed  in,  and  a  howl  of  execration  swept 
tbrongh  the  land.    The  noble  deeds  of  Sidney  and  Wil- 
lon^by,  and  N orris  and  Pelham,  and  Rc^er  Williams, 
tite  honest  and  valuable  Bervices  of  Wilkes,  the  gene- 
roeity  and  courage  of  Leicester,  were  for  a  season  for- 
gotten.    The  English  were  denounced  in  every  city  and 
Tillage  of  the  Netherlands  as  traitors  and  miscreants. 
Bespectable  English  merchants  went  from  hoetelrj-  to 
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hostelry,  and  from  town  to  town,  and  were  refiised  a 
loJging  fur  love  or  money.  The  nation  was  put  nnder 
ban.'  A  most  melancholy  clmngB  from  the  beginning' 
of  the  year,  when  the  veiy  men  who  were  now  londewt 
in  deimnciatioa,  and  fiercest  in  hatw,  had  been  the 
warmest  frionde  of  Elizabeth,  of  England,  and  of  Lei- 
coster. 

At  Hohenlo'e  table  the  opinion  wjw  loudly  expressed, 
even  in  the  prcBence  of  Sir  Koger  Williams,  tliat  it  wm 
liighly  improbable,  if  a  man  like  Stanley,  of  such  high 
rank  in  the  kingdom  of  England,  of  such  great  conneo- 
tions  and  largo  meane,  oould  commit  suafa  a  treason,  that 
he  could  do  so  without  the  knowledge  and  eousent  of 
her  Majesty.' 

fiameveld,  in  council  of  state,  declared  that  Loicoster. 
by  his  restrictive  letter  of  24th  November,  had  intended 
to  carry  the  authority  over  the  republic  into  England, 
in  order  to  dispose  of  evorytliing  at  his  pleoHiire,  in  oon- 
junction  with  the  English  cabinet-council,  and  th&t  tJM 
country  had  never  been  no  cheated  by  the  French  as  it 
hod  now  been  by  the  Engliah,  and  that  their  goven- 
iifcnt  had  become  insupportable.* 

Councillor  Carl  Hoonia  maintained  at  the  table  of 
Elector  Truchsess  that  the  country  had  fallen  ile  ti/rait- 
vide  in  tyrannideiit,  and— if  they  had  spumed  the  opprtw- 
sion  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  French^that  it  waa  now 
time  to  rebel  against  the  English.  Uameveld  and  Bnya 
loudly  declared  that  the  Provinces  were  able  in  protect 
themselves  without  foreign  assistance,  and  that  it  wu 
very  injurious  to  impreNS  a  contrary  opinion  upon  the 
publid  mind.* 

The  whole  college  of  the  StaleB-Genoral  carae  before 
the  etate-councit,  and  demanded  the  name  of  the  nuu  to 
whom  the  Earl's  rcslriclive  letter  had  been  delivered — 
thot  document  by  which  the  governor  luid  dared  auirep- 
litiously  to  annul  the  authority  which  publicly  he  had 
delegated  to  that  budy,  aud  thus  to  deprive  it  of  the 
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power  of  preventing  anticipated  crimes.  After  much 
i«llo<jny  the  name  of  Brackel  was  given,  and,  had  not 
the  culprit  fortunately  been  absent,  hia  life  might  have 
hetin  in  danger,  for  rarely  had  grave  etateomen  boon  so 
tiioroughly  infuriated.' 

No  fcugnage  can  exaggerate  the  conseqnenceB  of  this 
wretched  treason.  Unfortnnatoly,  too.  the  abject  con- 
dition to  which  the  English  troops  had  been  reduced  by 
the  niggardliness  of  their  eovereign  was  an  additional 
cause  of  danger.  Leicester  was  gone,  and,  since  her 
favourite  was  no  longer  in  the  Netherlands,  the  (Jueen 
Keemed  to  forget  that  there  was  a  single  Englishman 
upon  that  &tal  soil,  lajioe  monihs  not-orie  peimyhad  been 
Bent  to  her  troops.  While  the  Earl  had  been  there  one 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  pounds  had  been  uent  in 
poven  or  eight  months.  After  his  departure  not  fire 
thousand  pounds  were  sent  in  one  half-year." 

The  English  xoldicrs,  who  had  fought  so  well  in  oreiy 
Flemish  battle-field  of  freedom,  had  become^such  as 
were  left  of  them— mere  famishing,  half-nuked  vaga- 
bonds and  marauders.  Urave  soldiers  had  been  changed 
by  their  sovereign  into  brigands,  and  now  the  nnivcrsal 
odium  which  suddenly  attached  itself  to  the  English 
name  converted  them  into  outcasts.  Forlorn  and  crippled 
creatures  swarmed  about  the  Provinces,  hut  were  for- 
hiddoD  to  come  through  the  towns,  and  so  wandered 
abont,  robbing  hen-roonts  and  pillaging  the  peasantry. ' 
Many  deserted  to  the  enemy.  Many  begged  their  way 
to  England,  and  even  to  the  vm-y  gates  of  the  palace, 
and  exhibited  their  woimds  and  their  misery  before  the 
eyes  of  that  good  Queen  Boss  who  claimed  to  be  the 
mother  of  her  subjects, — and  begged  for  bread  in 
vain.* 

The  English  cavalry,  dwindled  now  to  a  body  of  five 
hundred,  starving  and  mutinous,  made  a  foray  into  Hol- 
land, rather  as  highwaymen  than  soldiers.  Count  Maiirico 
couinuinded  their  instant  departure,  and  Hohenlo  swore 

It  if,  the  order  were  not  instantly  obeyed,  he  would 
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put  faimBelf  at  the  bead  of  his  troops  and  cut  every  man 
of  tbem  to  pieces.'  A  most  painful  and  hnmiiiating 
condition  for  brave  men  who  had  boon  fighting  the  battlea 
of  their  Queen  and  of  the  republic,  to  behold  themselvee 
— through  the  parBimony  of  ttie  one  and  the  infuriflited 
sentiment  of  the  other^compelled  to  starve,  to  rob,  or 
to  be  massacred  by  those  whom  they  had  left  their  homes 
to  defend  ! 

At  last,  honest  'Wilkes,  ever  -watchful  of  his  duty,  suc- 
ceeded in  borrowing  eight  hundred  pounds  sterling  for 
two  months,  by  "  pawning  his  own  carcase,"  as  he  ex- 
pressed himself.  I'his  gave  the  troopers  about  thirty 
shillings  a  man,  with  which  relief  they  became,  for  » 
time,  oonteuted  and  well'dispoecd.* 


■  dolVopDallvillliui 
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Is  lUia  pictnre  oxa^emtRd  ?  Is  it  drawn  by  pencila 
bostile  to  the  Englieli  nation  or  tLti  Englisli  Queen  ?  It 
is  her  own  gencrnU  and  confidential  connsellorB  who 
have  told  a  etory  in  all  its  painful  details,  which  has 
hardly  foirod  a  place  in  other  chrouicl&j.  The  pnrei- 
mony  of  the  great  Qiieen  must  ever  remain  e,  blemisti 
on  her  character,  and  it  wae  never  more  paiufidly 
exhibited  thun  towards  her  brave  Boldiers  in  Flanden 
in  the  year  1587.  Thomas  Wiliea,  a  man  of  truth,  and 
a  roan  of  accounts,  hod  informed  Elizabeth  that  the 
espeiuee  of  one  year's  war,  einco  Leioester  had  been 
KOT«nior-goneral,  had  amounted  to  exactly  five  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  thottsand  three  hundred  and 
xixty  ponnds  and  nineteen  shillings,  of  which  muu  one 
hnndred  and  forty-six  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-six  pounds  and  eleven  shiUings  had  been  spent 
by  her  Majesty,  and  the  balance  had  been  paid,  or  was 
j»rtly  oiving  by  the  States.'  ITiese  were  not  agreeable 
%nre«,  but  Ihe  figures  of  honest  accoimtautH  rarely 
flatter,  and  Wiltes  was  not  one  of  those  financiers  who 
iiaxo  the  wish  or  the  gift  to  make  things  pleasant.  He 
had  transmitted  the  accounts  just  as  they  had  been 
Mivered,  certified  by  the  troaenrers  of  the  States  and 
"^ '  lite  English  paymasters,  and  the  Queen  was  appalled 
__^  the  sum-totals.  She  could  never  proceed  with  such 
^W»T  aa  that,  she  said,  and  she  declined  a  loan  of  sixty 
iWimnd  pounds  which  the  States  requested,  besides 
stoutly  refusing  to  advance  her  darling  Kobin  a  penny 
to  pay  off  the  mortgages  upon  two-thirds  of  his  estates, 
im  which  the  equity  of  redemption  was  fast  expiring, 
to  give  him  the  slightest  help  in  Aimisldng  bim  forth 
tm  for  the  wars. 

ITet  not  one  of  hor  statesmen  doubted   that  these 
letLerland  battles  were  English  battles,  almost  as  much 
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as  if  tho  fighting-groTind  had  been  (he  Islo  of  Wight  or 
the  coast  of  Keat,  the  charts  of  which  tho  Etatesmen 
and  ^eneralB  of  Spain  were  daily  ooniiing, 

Wtlkee,  too,  while  defending  Leicester  stoutly  behind 
his  back,  doing  his  best  to  explain  his  shortoomitin, 
lauding  his  courage  and  generosity,  oud  advocating  BjS 
beloved  theory  of  popular  sovereignty  with  mnck 
iugenuity  and  eloquence,  had  told  him  the  truth  to  hia 
face.  Although  aasuring  him  that  if  he  cama  back  soon, 
he  might  nilo  the  States  "as  a  8choolmnst«r  doth  hia 
boys,"  '  he  did  not  fail  to  set  before  him  the  disastrom 
effects  of  hia  sudden  departure  and  of  hia  protracted 
absence  ;  he  had  painted  in  darkest  colours  the  rvaolta 
of  the  Deventer  treason,  he  had  nnveilt'd  the  cabals 
against  hia  authority,  he  had  repeatedly  and  voho< 
meutly  implored  bis  return  ;  he  had  informed  Uie 
(jiieen  tliat,  notwithstanding  some  errora  of  ftdmiiiiati^ 
tioa.  he  was  much  tho  fittest  man  to  r^resent  her  ia 
the  Netherlands,  and  that  he  could  accomplish,  by 
reaiion  of  hie  experience,  more  in  three  months  thut 
any  other  man  could  do  in  a  year.  He  had  dune  h)< 
best  to  reconcUe  the  feuds  which  existed  between  hini 
and  im|}ortant  personages  in  the  Netherlands,  he  had 
been  the  author  of  the  complimentary  letters  sent  to 
him  in  the  name  of  tlie  Slatoa-General— to  tho 


Hatiafaction  of  the  Queen, — but  he  had  not  given  up  hW' 
friendship  with  Sir  John  Norris,  because  he  said  "  Hut 
virtues  of  the  man  made  liim  as  worthy  of  lovo  aa  anjr 
one  living,  and  because  tho  more  he  knew  him,  Uui 
more  be  had  cause  to  affect  and  to  admire  him."  * 

This  was  the  unpardonable  offence,  and  for  tliis,  and< 
for  having  told  Ibe  truth  about  the  accounts,  Li^cceUty 
denounced  Wilkes  to  the  Queen  as  a  traitor  tutd  » 
hypocrite,  and  threatened  repeatedly  lo  take  hia  llle. 
I  (e  had  even  the  meanness  to  prejudioe  Burgh  ley  agaiiist 
him— by  insinuating  to  tho  Lord-'lVeaanrer  that  h«  luo 
iiad  lieen  maligned  by  Wilkcn^aud  thns  uunt  affeo- 
tu'illy  diuuaKud  tho  character  of  the  plain-spokuu  cuun< 
cillor  with  Ihu  Qaet-n  and  many  of  oer  adviaen ;  uiii> 
withstanding    that    ho    pluinlivuly    beaouj^it    bar 
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J'allow  him  to  reiterate  his  sorrj*  song,  as  doth  tho 
faokoo,  that  the  would  pleoee  nut  coudumn  her  poor 
'"  Tvant  tmbeard." ' 

Immediate  action  was  tabcn  on  the  Deyenter  treason, 

on  the  geneTal  rehitions between  the  States-Qeneial 

the  English  government.     Barneveld  immediatelj- 

r  np  a  severe  letter  to  the  Eoi'l  of  Leicester.     On 

2nd  Febrnary  VVilkea  came  by  chance  into   the 

imbly  of  the  Staten-Gcncral  with  the  rest  of  tlie 

n<Mllors,    and    found    Eameveld    just    demanding 

public  reading  of  that  document     1"he  letter  was 

1.     Wilhcs  then  roee  and  made  a  few  reraarke. 

The  letter eeema  rather  Hharpiipon  hia Excellency,'' 

)b»erved,     "  There  ia  not  a,  word  in  it,"  aohwoied 

imeveld  cnrtly,  '■  that  is  not  perfectly  true :"   and 

with  this   he  cut  tho  matter  short,  and  made  a  long 

speech  upon  other  matters  which  were  then  before  the 

^Hembly. 

WilkeB,  very  anxious  as  to  the  effect  of  the  letter. 

apon  public   feeling  in   England  and  upon  his 

position  as  English  councillor,  waited  immediately. 

__     I   Count  Maurice,  President  van  der  Mylo,   and 

ttpi'a  Villiere  the  clergyman,  and  implored  their  inter- 

iHwition   to  prevent  the  trauHuiission   of  tho  epistle. 

They  promised  to  make  an  effort  to  delay  its  despatch 

or  to  miligato  its  tone.     A  fortnight  afterwards,  how- 

•,  Wilkos  leametl  with  dismay  that  tho  docimient 

leading  paasngcfl  of  which  will  bo  given  hereafter) 

bean  sent  to  il^  destination.' 

Meantime,  a    conftnltation  of  civilians    and    of  the 

conncil  of  (Jount  Maurice  was  held,  and  it  was 

ined  that  tho  Count  should  ash-urao  the  title  of 

nore  formally  than  he  had  hitherto  done,'  in 

at  the  actual  head  of  the  Nassaus  might  bo 

in  raidc  to  Leioester  or  to  any  man  who  could 

from  England.      Maurice  was  also  appointed 

States,    pro%-i8ionally,    governor-general,  with 

K&.I  givm  In  ihi  Wit  IMm  Urn  US,  liiur- 

U   WaMnxhun.   IT   U-^.    book  of  WIIBh, 
9, 1'.  Clffla  MS.}  ■  HniHtUI  bItdd  bj  wnku  to  Sir  IL 
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Hobenlo  for  liis  lientenanirgeneraL'  That  formidable 
personage,  now  fully  restored  to  health,  made  himself 
very  busy  in  securing  towns  and  garrisons  for  the  party 
of  HoUuid,  and  in  cashiering  all  functionaries  sus- 
pected of  English  tendencies.  Especially  he  became 
most  intimate  with  Count  Moeurs,  stadholder  of  Utrecht 
— the  hatred  of  which  individual  and  his  wife  towards 
Leicester  and  the  English  nation,  springing  originally 
from  the  unfortunate  babble  of  Otheman,  had  grown 
more  intense  than  over, — "banqueting  and  feasting" 
with  him  all  day  long,  and  concocting  a  scheme,  by 
which,  for  certain  considerations,  the  province  of 
Utrecht  was  to  be  annexed  to  Holland  under  the  per- 
petual stadholderate  of  Prince  Maurice. 

'  Meteren.  ziv.  250.    Wi^seitMur,  tUL  204.    R^jd,  tL  100. 


LEICESTER  IN  ENGLAKU. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


—  Il4  levtrr  Ltfigiiage 


TiiE  ficcne  shifts  for  a  brief  interval  to  Eiiglitnd. 
U>i(>eeter  had  reached  the  court  lat«  in  November,  lliuee 
"  blessed  beamB,"  under  whoee  shude  he  was  woat  lo 
find  ho  Bixich  "  refreRtimoat  aad  nutrition,"  had  again 
fiilloti  with  full  radiance  upon  him.  "  Never  Binte  I 
waa  bom,"  Haid  he,  "  did  I  receive  a  more  gracious 
welcome."  '  Alas  I  there  was  not  bu  much  benignity  for 
the  starving  English  soldiers,  nor  for  the  I'roviuces, 
which  were  ikst  growing  deepei-ate  ;  but  although  their 
'■-iiise  was  BO  intimately  connected  with  the  '"great 
''Kino,"  which  then  occupied  Elizabeth,  almost  to  the 

■  ^I'lusion  of  other  matter,  it  was,  perhaps,  not  wonder- 
iril.  although  unfortunate,  that  for  atime  the>i'etherlands 
ihould  be  neglected. 

The  '■  daughter  of  debate  "  had  at  last  brought  her- 
self, it  waM  Buppoeed,  within  the  letter  of  the  lun',  and 
DOW  began  those  odioiia  scenes  of  hypocrisy  on  the  part 
of  l!llizabcth,  that  frightful  comedy — more  melancholy 

■  vcn  than  the  solemn  tragedy  which  it  preceded  and 
'  Howed — which  must  over  remain  the  darkest  passage 
.11  ihe  bistary  of  the  tjueen.  It  is  unneeessai-j-,  m  ihewj 
fagea,  to  make  more  than  a  passing  allnsiuD  to  the  con- 
ili^mnalicn  and  death  of  the  Queen  of  Scots.  Who 
ilijiiblj*  hor  participfitiou  in  the  Babington  connpiracy? 
^^  ho  doubts  that  Hhc  was  the  centre  uf  one  cndlefs  con- 
■|iin«;y  by  SjuiiD  and  Home  against  the  throne  and  life 

r  Klizalivlh?     W'hu  doubts  that  her  long  impnEonment 

■i  Englatid  was  a  violation  of  all  law.  all  justice,  alt 

.  tiiiaanily?      Who  doubts    that  the    fining,  whipping, 
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tfrturing,  flanging,  embowelliog  of  men.  women,  and 
children,  guilty  of  no  other  orimc  than  odheiiinn  to  th» 
Catholic  t'»itfa,  bad  asaist^d  the  I'ope  and  I'hilip,  and 
their  bund  of  Bngliah,  Scotch,  and  Irish  conspiraton,  to 
shake  Elizabeth 'h  throne  and  endanger  her  Ufo?  Who 
doubte  that,  had  the  English  sovereign  been  capable  of 
conceiving  the  groat  thought  of  religiona  toleration,  her 
reign  would  have  been  more  glorious  than  it  was,  tha 
cauae  of  ProteBtantism  and  freedom  more  triumphant^ 
the  name  of  Elizabeth  Tndor  dearer  to  human  hearts  ? 
\^'bo  dijubts  that  there  were  many  enlightened  and 
noble  spirits  among  her  ProteBtant  subjects  who  lifted' 
up  their  voices,  over  and  over  again,  in  parliament  Bn4' 
oat  of  it,  to  denounce  that  wicked  persecution  cseroisedf. 
upon  their  innocent  Catholic  brethren,  which  was  fast' 
converting  loyal  Englishmen,  against  their  will,  into 
traitors  and  conspirators  ?  Yet  who  doubts  that  it  would', 
have  required,  at  exactly  that  moment,  and  in  the  midst' 
of  that,  crisis,  more  elevation  of  soul  than  could  foirlj* 
be  predicated  of  any  individual,  for  Elizabeth  in  ICB?' 
to  pardon  Mary,  or  to  relax  in  the  Goverity  of  bor  legis* 
lation  towards  English  Papists  ? 

Vet,  although  a  display  of  Bublimo  virtnc,  such  aBtlU( 
world  has  rarely  seen,  was  not  to  be  expected,  it  W(W 
reasonable  to  look  for  honcBt  and  royal  dealing  fnm 
great  sovereign  brought  at  last  face  to  face  with,  a  gro^ 
event.  The  •"  great  cause  "  demanded  a  great,  atrught^ 
forward  blow.  It  was  obvious,  however,  that  it  would; 
be  difBcidt,  in  the  midst  of  the  tragedy  and  the  comedyv 
for  the  Netberland  business  to  come  fairly  before  hen 
Uajesty.  "  Touching  the  Low  Oonntry  cuubch,"  nid 
Leioeaii>r.  "  veiy  litUe  is  done  yet,  by  reason  of  tb^ 
continued  business  we  have  bnd  alxiut  the  QnooQ  of 
Hrots'  matters.  All  the  speech  I  have  had  with  het- 
SlaJBsty  liitherto  tonching  those  oauMoa  bath  been  bat 
private."'  WaUingbam,  longing  for  retirement,  not 
only  on  account  of  '■  hia  infinite  grief  for  tho  doAth  of 
Sir  Philip  Sidney,  whieh  bath  been  the  cauiie,"  he  ■»"•■ 
"  that  I  nave  ever  since  betaken  myself  into  solit&riDi 
and  witlidrawn  from  public  afftiirH,"  but  also  by  n 
of  tho  perverseness  and  difBculty  miuiifoKted  in 
itravcot  affaire  by  the  sovertngn  he  no  faithfully 
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^^mQt  iufomution,  that,  notwilbstanding  tUe   arrivid  of 

^HBgttne  of  the  States'  deputies,  Leicester  wag  persuading 

■    iet  U^eaty  to  proceed  6i^t  in  the  great  cause.     "  Cer- 

tun  principal  perBonH,  chosea  as  oumtuittees,"  he  said, 

"  of  both  Huiues  are  sent  as   humble  suitors   (u  her 

Majesty,  todtieire  that  she  wuiild  bo  pleased  to  givo 

j&r  for  tbo  eitocution  of  the  Scottish   Queen,     ller 

bjeetjr  made  answer  that  she  was  loath  to  proceed  in 

VTioltint  a  course  against  the  said  Queen  as  the  taking 

WAy  of  her  life,  and  therefore  prayed  them  to  tbink  of 

~8  other  way  which  might  be  for  ber  own  and  iheii' 

They  replied,  no  other  way  but  her  execution. 

^jesty,  though  she  yielded  no  answer  to  this  their 

T  reply,  is  contented  to  give  order  that  the  procla- 

tnatton  be  published,  and  so  also  it  is  bu|>ed  that  she 

irill  be  moved  by  Ibis  tbeir  eamost  inslance  to  proceed 

tu  Ibe  ihorongh  ending  of  the  cause."' 

And  so  the  cause  went  slowly  on  to  its  thorough  end- 
ing. And  when  "  no  other  way  "  could  bo  thought  of 
but  to  take  Mary's  life,  and  when  "  no  otter  way  "  of 
taking  that  life  could  be  "  devised,"  at  Elizabolh's  sug- 
gestion, except  by  public  execution,  when  none  of  the 
gentlemen  '■  of  the  association,"  nor  Paulct  nor  Prury 
— how  skilfully  srjever  their  "pulses  had  been  felt  "'  by 
Elizabeth's  command — would  commit  assaesinatinn  to 
fOrve  a  Queen  who  was  capable  of  punisbing  them  after- 
watds  for  the  murcler,  the  great  cause  came  to  its 
bevitable  conclusion,  and  Mary  Sluart  was  executed  by 
pumraand  of  Elizabeth  Tudor.  The  world  may  continue 
to  differ  as  to  the  nocesRity  of  (he  execution,  but  it  has 
long  since  pronounced  a  unanimous  verdict  ae  to  the 
rewpectivo  display  of  royal  dignity  by  the  two  Qiioeus 
nptiB  that  great  occasion. 

During  this  interval  the  Netherland  matter,  almost  as 
n'tkl  to  England  as  ihe  execution  of  Mary,  was  compa- 
ratively neglected.     It  was  not  absolutely  in  abeyance, 
but  the  condition  of  the  Queen's  mind  coloured  every 
safiairwith  its  tregic  hues.     Elizabeth,  barsseed, 
I,  dreaming  dreams,  and  enacting  a  horrible  mas- 
ule,    wms    in   the    worst    possible    temper   to   be 
1  by  the  envoys.     She  was  furious  with  the 
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NetlierlanderB  for  having  maltreated  her  favourite. 
■was  still  more  furious  because  their  war  was  costinz  so 
much  money.  Her  dispoaition  becanio  bo  uncertain,  her 
temper  so  ungovernable,  sa  to  drive  her  connsellore  to 
their  wits'  ends.  Buieliloy  confessed  himself  "  weary 
of  his  miserable  life,  and  protested  "  that  the  only 
desire  he  hud  in  the  world  was  to  he  delivered  from  tho 
ungrateful  burthen  of  service,  which  her  Majeirty  laid 
ujion  him  bo  veiy  heavily." '  Walaiugham  wished  him- 
self "well  established  in  Basle."'  The  Qneenset  thum 
all  logBthor  by  the  eura.  She  wrangled  HpitefuUy  over 
the  snnt-totalfl  from  the  Netherlands ;  she  wofTicd 
Br,  she  scolded  Burghley  for  defending  Leicester, 
nd  Leicester  abused  Ilurghley  for  taking  part  againat 

The  Lord-Treaauror,  overcome  with  "grief  which 
pieicod  both  his  body  and  his  heart,"  battled  his  way — 
as  best  he  could^through  the  throng  of  dangers  which 
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beset  the  path  of  EnglimJ  in  that  great  crisis.  It  was 
niOBt  obviouB  to  pvory  stuleBman  in  the  realm  that  this 
WHS  not  the  time^when  the  giiiiiftlot  had  been  thrown 
full  in  tho  face  of  Philip  and  8ixtua  and  all  Catlioliciem, 
by  the  condemnation  of  Mary — to  leave  the  Netherlaiid 
tauEe  *'  at  random,"  and  theBe  outer  bulwarks  of  her 
ofTB  kingdom  insufficiently  protected. 

"Your  Majesty  will  hear,"  wrote  Parma  to  Philip, 
"  of  ibe  disastrons,  lamentable,  and  pitiful  end  of  tlio 
poor  Qneen  of  St-ota.  Although  for  her  it  will  be  iui- 
nwiTlal  glory,  and  she  will  be  placed  among  the  number 
of  the  many  martyra  whoeo  blood  has  been  shed  in  the 
kingdom  of  England,  and  be  crowned  in  heaven  with  a 
diadem  more  preciooa  than  the  one  she  wore  on  earth, 
nevertheless  one  cannot  repress  one's  natural  emotions. 
I  believe  firmly  that  this  cruel  deed  will  be  the  eon- 
clndiiig  crime  of  the  many  which  that  Ei^liabwoman 
tins  committed,  and  that  our  Lord  will  be  pleased  that 
she  (halt  at  last  recoivo  tho  chastisement  which  she  has 
the*!  many  long  years  deserved,  and  which  has  been 
reserved  till  now  for  her  greater  ruin  and  confueion."  ' 
And  with  this,  the  Duke  proceeded  to  discuss  the  all- 
imporKtnt  and  rapidly  preparing  invasion  of  England. 
Fameue  was  not  the  man  to  be  deceived  by  the  affected 
reluctance  of  Elizabeth  before  Mary's  scaffold,  although 
ho  was  soon  to  show  that  ho  was  himself  a  master  in  the 
MJence  of  grimace,  For  Eli7Abeth — more  than  ever 
disposed  to  bo  friends  with  Spain  and  Rome,  now  that 
KU  to  the  knife  was  made  inevitable — was  wistfully 
regarding  that  trap  of  negotiation,  against  which  all 
h*r  best  friends  were  endeavouring  to  warn  her.  She 
WTM  more  ilJnatured  than  ever  to  the  Provinces,  she 
Inmed  her  back  upon  the  B^ameBS,  she  affronted 
Hynry  III,  by  affecting  to  believe  in  the  fable  of  his 
jOjB  complicity  in  the  Stafford  conspiracy  agaiiiat 

life.' 

1  pt»y  God  to  open  her  eyes,"  eaid  Walsingham, 

see  the  evident  peril  of  tho  course  she  nowholdctli. 

If  it  hod  pleased  her  to  have  followed  the  advice  given 
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her  touching  the  French  ambassador,  our  ehipH  Lad  been 
released  .  .  .  but  she  has  taken  a  very  trtiunge  coima 
by  writing  a  very  tliarp  lottor  nnto  the  French  King^ 
which  t  fear  will  cause  him  to  give  oar  tn  those  of  the 
Leagne,  and  make  hiinseir  a  party  with  them,  seeing  m> 
little  regard  had  to  him  hero.  \<jur  Lordiihip  may  sea 
that  our  courage  dutb  greatly  incrrase,  for  ihat  we  mak« 
no  difficulty  to  lall  out  with  all  the  worltL  ...  I  neves' 
saw  her  worse  aETected  to  the  poor  King  of  NaTurre, 
and  Tct  doth  she  seek  in  no  Biirt  to  yield  coDtentUQtit 
to  tie  French  King.  If  to  offend  ail  the  world," 
repeated  Iho  Secretary  bitterly.  '■  be  a  good  cause  of 
govemment-,  then  can  we  not  do  amiss.  ...  I  niyrtx 
found  her  lesa  dispoaed  to  take  a  course  of  prevention 
of  the  approaching  tnischiota  towards  this  realm  than  at 
this  present.  And,  to  be  plain  with  you,  there  ia  nous 
here  that  hath  either  credit  or  courage  to  deul  offectiulljr 
with  her  in  any  of  her  great  causes." ' 

Thus  distracted  by  doubt«  nnd  dangers,  at  war  with 
her  best  friends,  wiUi  herself,  and  wilh  alt  the  world, 
was  Elizabeth  during  the  dark  days  and  months  which 
preceded  and  followed  the  execution  of  the  Bcottiiib 
Queen.  If  the  gi-eat  fight  was  at  \aiit  to  be  foDglit 
triumphantly  through,  it  was  obvious  tUixt  England  WH 
to  depend  upon  Englishmen  of  all  ranks  ana  rlswra. 
npon  her  prudent  and  far-seeing  statesmen,  iipoa  hef 
nobles  and  her  adventui*er8,  on  livr  Auglo-Soxon  And 
Anglo-Nomun  blood  ever  mounting  against  oppreauoa,' 
on  Howard  and  Essex.  Drake  and  Williams,  Norris  and 
Willoughby,  upon  highborn  magnates,  pluboian  am- 
tains,  Loudon  merchants,  upon  ycumou  whoso  liiDM 
were  made  in  England,  and  U]>on  UiJIondcrs  and 
Zeelanders  whose  fetkrless  marinera  wore  to  ewaim  to 
the  protection  of  her  coasls.  (|uitu  as  muoh  in  that  year 
n(  anzioiis  expectation  as  apun  the  great  IJiievu  honwlf, 
rinqueHtionable  as  were  her  mentiJ  cspucity  and  li*r 
more  than  woman's  courngc,  when  fairly  bmuglit  ttn 
to  face  with  tlio  danger,  it  was  fortunately  nut  on  not 
man  or  womoii'ii  brain  snd  arm  that  England's  sslvnlioa 
depended  in  that  crisis  of  her  fate. 

As  to  the  Provinces,  no  one  ventured  to  Rp«alc  v»iy 
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in  their  defence.  "A\hen  I  lay  btfore  her  iLo 
'  »aid  Walsiiighiiia,  "  she  scoraetli  at  it.  The 
'  u  pt.>ace  ivith  Spain  has  put  her  into  n  nioet  dan- 
rity."'  Kor  would  any  man  now  aasunie 
;y.  The  fete  of  Davison— of  llie  man  who 
in  80  detestable  a  manner  been  made  the 
_  »t  for  Leicester's  sins  in  (hu  Nethorliuuls,  uiid 
who  bad  now  been  so  barbaruiutly  eaciificed  by  the 
(Jiieen  for  faithfully  obeying  her  orders  in  regard  to  the 
Jentli- warrant,  had  sickened  all  coui-tiers  and  counHelldis 
ime.  '■  The  late  severe  dealing  need  by  her 
)  towards  Mr.  Secretary  Davison,"  said  ^^'al- 
1  to  Wilkes,  "  raaketh  us  very  oircumeiwct  and 
;  not  to  proceed  in  anything  but  wherein  we 
e  direction  irotn  herGolf,  and  Oieref'ire'yoii  niiuit 
1  it  strange  if  we  now  be  mure  spai*ing  than  here- 
e  halh  been  aecnstomed."  ' 
ti  being  the  poitentoua  staf  o  of  the  itoliticaJ  atuios- 
Bnd  such  the  stormy  condition  of  the  siu.io.t.i 
1  mind,  it  may  be  suppuBtil  that  the  in-  TMrjrrr 
,ew«  of  the  Nctherland  envoys  with  her  '"'■ 
Bsty  during  this  period  were  not  likely  to  be  genial, 
[ly  at  the  moat  gluoniy  moiue lit— thirteen  days 
B  the  eJieontion  of  Slaiy— they  came  first  into  Eli- 
b's  presence  at  Greenwich.' 

»  envoys  were  five  in  number,  all  of  them  espe- 
1  and  able  statesmen — Znjlen  van  Nyvelt,  Jooa 
■n,  Nicasius  de  Silja,  Jacob  Valuk.  and  Vitus 
iminga.'  The  Queen  was  in  the  pi'ivy  council- 
,  attended  by  the  admiral  of  England,  Lord 
B  Howard.  Lord  Hnnsdon,  great  chamberlain.  Sir 
uher  Hation,  v ice-chamberlain,  Seoretaiy  IJavi- 
a  many  other  persons  of  distinction. 
1  letters  of  credence  were  duly  presented,  but  it 
1  <j4>Tious  from  the  beginning  of  the  iatert'iow  that 
i  (jneca  was  ill-dispoaed  t^iwards  the  deputies,  and 
9  not  only  been  misinformed  as  to  matters  of  fact,  but 
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tta  to  the  statu  of  feeling  of  the  Netherlundere  Rod  of  tte 
State8-G(;iieml  towtinls  herself.' 

Menyn,  howoTer,  who  was  an  orator  by  profefiakn — 
Iwing  penaionaiy  of  Dort— made,  in  the  name  of  hia 
colleagues,  a  brief  but  pregnant  speech,  to  which  the 
Queen  listened  atteotivoly,  althongh  with  frequent  indi- 
cations of  anger  and  impatience.  He  conuueiiced  by 
observing  that  the  United  Provinces  still  entertained  tha 
hope  that  her  Majesty  would  conclude,  upon  further 
thought*,  to  aoeept  the  aovereignty  over  them,  with  r*a- 
swifili)  coiulitiom ;  but  the  most  important  passages  of  hia 
address  were  those  relating  to  the  cost  of  the  war. 
"  Besides  onr  stipulated  contributions,"  said  the  p«ai- 
sionary,  "  of  200,000  florins  the  month,  we  have  fat- 
nished  500,000  as  an  extraordinary  grant ;  making  for 
the  year  2,900.000  florins,  and  this  ooer  and  ahwx  the  par- 
ticnlar  and  special  oxpenditnres  of  the  Provinces,  and 
other  sums  for  military  purposes.  We  confess,  Uadam. 
that  the  snccoiir  of  your  Majesty  is  a  truly  royal  one. 
and  that  there  have  been  few  princes  in  history  who 
have  given  such  assistance  to  their  neighbours  nnjuatly 
oppresed.  It  is  certain  that  bv  means  of  that  help, 
joined  with  the  forces  of  tlio  United  i*rovincea,  the  &rl 
of  Leicester  has  been  able  to  arrest  the  course  of  the 
Duke  of  Parma's  victories  and  to  connteract  his  deBign& 
Nevertheless,  it  appears,  Madam,  that  these  forces  have 
not  been  snfGoient  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  countiy. 
We  are  obliged,  for  regular  garrison- work  and  defenea 
of  cities,  to  keep  up  an  army  of  at  toast  27,000  foot  and 
;i500  horee.  Of  this  number  your  Majosly  [wys  6000 
fbot  and  1000  horse,  and  we  are  now  commimoned. 
Madam,  hnmbly  to  reqnest  an  increase  of  your  legukr 
succour  during  the  war  to  10,000  foot  and  2000  botxt. 
We  also  implore  the  loan  of  fiO.OOOf.  sterling,  in  order 
to  assist  us  in  maintjiinini;  fur  the  ooming  season  a  suffi- 
cient fot«e  in  the  fieKL" ' 

Such,  in  brief,  was  the  oratjon  of  jien^onary  Menyo, 
delivered  in  the  French  language.  He  had  scarcely  con- 
cluded, when  tlio  Queen — evidently  in  a  great  passion ' — 
rotw  to  her  feet,  and,  without  any  hesitation,  replied  in 
a  atntin  of  vehement  eloquence  in  the  same  tongue. 

>  1j«I0  a(  UK  IkpUM  lul  Dlltd    Urcnwldi,    (niw»  Anfa.  lU] 

[bcw  Anbl*M,  »!1.J  •"lirr  (HlUMn-MJLLnM;  A 

•  Main*  «•    Mala  — AndMiK*  ■    ny 


I 


I 


HgT,      SETHEUr.ASD  ENVOYS  IS  EKGLAND.       187 

\ow  I  am  not  deceived,  gentlemen."  she  said,  "  and 
diat  which  I  have  been  fearing  has  occurred.  Our  com- 
mon adage,  which  we  have  in  England,  is  a  veiy  good 
one.  When  one  fears  that  an  evil  is  coming,  the  sooner 
it  arrives  the  bettor.  Here  ie  a  quarter  of  a  year  that  I 
IwTe  lieen  expecting  j-on.  and  certainly,  for  the  great 
benefit  I  have  conferred  on  you,  you  have  exhibited  a 
gnsat  ingratitude,  and  I  consider  myself  very  ill  treated 
by  you.  'Tis  verj'  strange  that  you  should  begin  by  soH- 
citing  still  greater  enocour  without  rendering  me  any 
BtisMCtion  for  your  pattt  actions,  which  have  been  so 
txtroordinary,  that  1  ewcar  by  the  living  Qod  1  thick  it 
impossible  to  find  |>eoples  or  «1atee  more  ungrateful  or 
itl-advieed  than  yourselvee. 

I  have  Bent  you  this  year  fifteen,  sixteen,  aye  seven- 
two  or  eighteen  thousand  men.  You  have  left  them 
without  payment,  yon  have  let  some  of  tliem  die  of 
Inmger,  driven  others  t«  such  desperation  that  they 
bare  deserted  to  the  enemy.  Is  it  not  mortifying  for 
-  lite  English  nation  and  a  great  shame  for  you  that 
&gliflhmen  should  say  that  they  have  found  more  cour- 
tesy from  Spaniards  tiinn  from  Netherlanders  ?  Truly, 
I  tell  you  frankly  that  I  wilt  never  endure  such  indig- 
nitieB.  Rather  will  I  act.  according  to  my  will,  and  you 
may  do  exactly  as  you  think  best. 

"  If  I  chose,  1  could  do  something  veiy  good  without 
yon,  although  some  persona  are  so  fond  of  saying  that  it 
waa  quite  necessary  for  the  Queen  of  England  to  do 
*h»t  she  does  for  her  own  protection.  No,  no !  Dis- 
abuse yourselves  of  that  impression.  These  are  but 
fake  porguasions.  Believe  boldly  that  I  ean  play  an 
HECoUent  game  without  your  assistance,  aud  a  better 
VOe  than  1  ever  did  with  it.'  Nevertheless,  I  do  not 
^looee  to  do  that,  nor  do  I  wish  you  so  much  harm. 
But  likewise  do  I  not  choose  that  you  should  hold  such 
UngUAge  to  me.  It  is  true  that  1  should  not  wish  the 
^puiiard  ho  near  me  if  he  should  be  my  enemy.  But 
why  should  I  not  live  in  peace,  if  wo  were  to  bo  iricnda 
to  each  other?  At  the  commencement  of  my  reign  wo 
U*ed  homonrably  together,  the  King  of  Spain  and  1,  and 

■  '-q»|«  rwoyblfn  nTi  iBa  |«nl  lani    lie  Bn  Mayt'f  an  ntai'am  do  Si.  dt 
«w7*|ipeUn,tt  nwlllMir  iiiiBJf  n^    Mwiln."    (H.6iie  Aichlvn.  MS.) 
feM  MOqiui  »«cq  win."     '  [Wixin* 
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he  even  asked  me  to  marry  him.  anil,  after  tliat,  we  lired 
a  long  time  vary  peacefully,  wilhont  any  sttompt  kavii^ 
been  made  against  my  life.  If  ne  both  chooac,  we  can 
continue  eo  to  do. 

"  On  the  other  hand,  I  sent  yon  llie  Earl  of  LeiccBtcr, 
as  lieutenant  of  my  forccH,  and  my  intention  was  that 
he  should  have  exact  knowledge  of  your  fiDanceB  and 
contributions.  Bnt,  on  the  contrary,  he  has  iiev«r 
known  anything  about  them,  and  you  hare  huidled 
them  in  your  own  mauuer  and  amongst  yourselves.  Yuu 
have  given  him  the  title  of  governor,  in  order,  uuder 
this  name,  to  cast  all  your  oviU  on  his  head.  That  title 
he  acoepteU  against  my  will,  by  doing  which  be  nm  the 
risk  of  loniiig  liin  life,  and  his  estates,  and  the  grace  and 
favour  of  Im  Princess,  which  was  more  important  to 
liim  tlum  all.  But  he  did  it  in  order  to  maintuin  your 
tottering  state.  And  what  authority.  I  pray  you,  b«VB 
you  given  him?  A  shadow)-  authority,  a  purely  ima- 
ginary one.  Tliis  is  but  mockery.  He  is,  at  any  mte, 
a  gentleman,  a  mim  of  honour  and  of  counseL  You  had 
no  right  to  treat  him  tlius.  If  1  bad  accept«d  the  title 
which  you  wished  to  give  me,  by  Ihe  living  God,  I 
would  not  have  suffered  you  ho  to  treat  me. 

"  But  you  are  bo  badly  advised  tlint  when  thero  b  a  . 
man  of  worth  who  discovers  jour  tricks  you  wish  him 
ill,  and  make  an  outcry  against  him ;  and  yet  some  of 
vou,  in  order  to  save  your  money,  and  olhors  in  the 
ho])o  of  bribes,  have  been  favouring  the  Spaniard,  and 
doing  very  wicked  work.  No ;  believe  me  that  ti«d 
will  punish  those  who  for  so  groot  a  benefit  wirfi  to 
return  me  m  much  evil.  Believe,  boldly  too,  thai  the 
King  of  Spain  will  never  trust  men  who  have  abandoned 
tlie  party  to  which  they  belonged,  Mid  from  which  they 
have  received  so  many  btnefite,  and  will  never  boliev« 
a  word  of  what  tliey  promiito  him.  Yet,  in  order  to  coi 
up  their  filth,  they  spread  the  story  ibat  the  Queen  of 
Englaml  is  thinking  of  treating  for  peace  without  thair 
knowledge.  No,  1  would  rather  be  dead  than  that  any 
one  shoiJd  hnvo  occasion  to  say  that  1  had  not  kept  my 
promise.  But  princes  must  listen  to  both  sides,  and 
that  Dsn  be  done  without  breach  of  faith.'     For  tbey 
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insaot  bnsineaa  in  a  certaio  waj',  and  with  a  princeJj 

elligeoce,  encfa  as  private  persons  cannot  imitate.' 

"  Yon  are  States,  to  be  sure,  but  privalo  individuals 
__  I  to  princes.  Certainly,  I  would  never  choose 
I  do  anything  without  your  biowledge,  and  I  would 

(ver  allow  the  authority  whici  you  have  among  your- 
u  Mlvee,  nor  your  privileges,  nur  your  statutes,  to  bo  in- 
binged.  Nor  wUJ  1  allow  you  to  be  perturbed  in  your 
cunauiences.  What,  then,  would  yon  more  of  me  ?  You 
have  issued  a  procUmation  in  your  country  that  no  one 
ii  to  talk  of  peace.  Very  well,  very  good.  But  permit 
princee  likewise  to  do  as  they  shall  think  best  for  the 
security  of  their  state,  provided  it  does  you  no  injury. 
Among  us  princes  wc  ore  not  wont  to  make  such  long  ' 
oratioiia  as  you  do,  but  you  ought  to  be  content  with  the 
few  words  that  wo  bestow  upon  you,  and  make  yourself 
quiet  thereby.' 

"  If  1  ever  do  anything  for  you  again,  I  choose  to  be 
treated  more  honourably.  I  shall  therefore  appoint 
wmo  personages  of  my  council  to  commimicate  witli 
yuu.  And  in  the  first  place  I  choose  to  hear  and  see  for 
loynelf  what  has  taken  place  already,  and  have  latisfac- 
tiim  about  that,  befoi'e  1  make  any  reply  to  what  you 
have  mid  to  me  as  to  gp-eater  assistance.  And  bo  I  will 
leave  you  to-day,  without  troubling  you  further."' 

Witli  this  her  Majesty  swept  from  the  apartment, 
luaviug  the  deputies  somewhat  astounded  at  the  fierce 
liut  adroit  manner  in  which  the  tables  had  for  a  moment 
Wen  turned  u[)on  them. 

It  wn»  certainly  a  most  uneTpected  blow,  (his  charge 
iif  ihe  Slatua  having  left  the  English  soldiers — whose 
noinbers  the  Qjiecn  had  so  suddenly  multiplied  by 
three — unpaid  and  uufod.  Those  Englishmen  who,  as 
individuals,  had  entered  the  States'  service  had  becn^ 
like  all  the  other  troops— regularly  paid.  This  dis- 
linctly  appeared  &om  the  statements  of  her  own  coun- 

■Uch  wiDt  [□  cvqnlrq  a  pliTuo  ilmllar    uiau\  oror  uminff  runs  fulctcA.  ipalv  nm* 
'"IbtonA  wbM^I  luve  aupptlvcL    '  lU-    dtvriritittre  cuuvnli  jtvrtq  C4  pmi  de 
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eellore  and  generals.'  On  tlie  other  band,  the  Queen's 
contingent,  miw  dwiiidled  to  about  half  their  origioAl 
nnmher,  hod  buen  notoriously  impuid  for  nearly 
luoDths. 

This  has  tilroadf  been  made  anfGciently  clear  from 
the  private  letters  of  most  respunsible  perHins.  That 
these  soldiers  wero  etarviug,  deserting,  and  pillaging, 
was,  alas  I  too  true ;  but  the  en\-oys  of  Uie  Stateii  luudHr 
expected  to  b«  censured  by  htir  ttlajesty  because  she  tun 
neglected  to  pay  her  own  troops.  It  was  ono  of  the 
points  couceming  whioh  th.ey  h^  been  onpoaially  en- 
joined to  complain,  that  tiie  Engliab  cavalry,  converted 
into  highwaymen  by  want  of  pay.  had  been  plundering 
the  peasantry,*  and  we  have  seen  that  'J'honias  Wilke« 
had  "pawned  bis  carcase"  to  provide  for  tboir  temp^ 
rary  relief. 

With  regard  to  the  insiuuation  that  prominent  per- 
sonagoa  in  the  country  had  been  tumpered  with  by  the 
enemy,  tUo  envoys  were  equally  aBlonJabed  by  such  an 
attack.  The  great  Deventer  treason  had  not  yet  been 
hoard  of  in  England— for  it  had  owurred  only  a  week 
before  this  first  inlerview — hut  sumetfaing  of  the  kind 
was  already  feared ;  for  the  slipjrery  dealings  of  York 
and  Stanley  with  TaEsis  and  I'urma  had  long  he«n 
causing  painful  anxiety,  and  hud  fuimed  the  subject  of 
repeated  remonstrances  on  the  part  of  the  Slates  to 
Leicester  and  to  the  Qnccn.     The  deputies  were  hanlly 

Sreparod  therefore  to  defend  their  own  people  against 
ealiiig  privately  with  the  King  of  Spajn.  The  onlv 
man  hunpeoled  of  such  practicen  was  Ijcicestcr's  own 
favourite  and  financier,  Jacques  Hingaall.  whom  the 
Earl  had  pereisied  in  employing  ngaiitst  th»  angry 
romonntnncMH  of  the  States,  who  beliuved  him  to  U)  a 
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Spaniab   epy ;    and   tliu   man  waa  now  in  prison,  and 
ihreatened  with  capital  punishment. 

To  buppose  that  Buys  or  Bameveld.  Hoorda,  Meet- 
kerk.  ur  any  other  leading  elatesman  in  the  NethbilandE, 
n'oscontoniplatingaprivatoarrangcmtut  with  Philip  II.. 
waa  as  ludicrous  a  conception  as  to  imagine  W'akingham 
n  pensioner  of  the  Pope,  or  Cecil  in  league  with  the 
Duke  of  Guise.  The  end  and  aim  of  the  Slates'  party 
was  war.  In  war  they  not  only  saw  the  safety  of  the 
reformed  religion,  but  the  only  lucans  of  maintaining 
ihe  comntercial  piosperity  of  the  commonwealth.  TLe 
whol«  correspondence  of  the  times  shows  that  no  poli- 
liciait  in  the  country  dreamed  of  peace,  either  by  public 
or  liccret  negotiation.  On  tlie  other  band— aa  will  be 
made  still  clearer  thanever^ — the  Queen  was  longing  for 
peace,  and  was  treating  for  peace  at  that  moment  through 
private  agents,  quite  without  the  knowledge  of  the  States, 
""■■  in  spile  of  her  indignant  disavowals  in  her  upeech  to 
envoys. 
,Tet  if  Elizabeth  conld  have  had  the  privilege  of 
iring — as  wo  are  about  to  do — into  the  private  cabinet 
It  excellent  King  of  Spain,  with  whom  she  had  once 
such  good  friends,  who  had  even  sought  her  hand 
uria^,  and  with  whom  she  saw  no  reason  whatever 
she  should  not  live  at  peace,  the  might  have  modi- 
lier  expressions  on  this  suhject.  Certainly,  if  she 
lid  have  looked  through  the  piles  of  papers — as  we 
iBttnd  to  do — which  lay  upon  that  libraty-lable,  far 
''vjond  the  seas  and  mountains,  eho  would  have  per- 
^JTcd  some  objections  to  the  scheme  of  living  at  peace 
"liUi  that  diligent  letter- writer. 
^'erlikps,  bad  she  known  how  the  subtle  Famese  was 
"".to  express  himself  concerning  the  fast-approaching 
ition  of  Mary,  and  the  as  inevitably  impending 
"flistniction  of  "that  Englishwoman"  through  the 
Khemes  of  bis  master  and  himself,  aha  would  have  paid 
'ess  heed  to  the  senlimenls  couched  in  most  exquisite 
Italian  which  Alexander  was  at  the  some  time  whimpering 
ill  horear.  and  would  have  taken  less  offence  at  the  blunt 
Luignage  of  the  States-General. 

Nevertheless,  for  the  present,  Elizaholh  would  give 
DO  liettcr  answer  than  the  hut-lempured  one  which  had 
1y  sumewhat  discomfited  the  deputies. 
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Two  diij-B  aflerwnrJs,  tho  five  enToys  had  an  inMr- 
view  with  neveral  mciubere  of  her  Majesty's  council,  ia, 
tho_priva(8  apartment  of  the  Lord-Treasurer  in  Green-,, 
wioh  Pdaco.  Burghley,  being  indiaposed,  was  l.ving 
npon  bis  bed.  Leicester,  Admiral  Lord  Howard,  Lord . 
HansdoB,  Sir  Christopher  Hatton,  Lord  Btickhnrat,  and 
Secretary  Davison,  were  present,  and  tho  Lord-Trcasnrer 
iiropused  that  the  coDVcrsation  should  be  in  Latin,  th*t< 
being  the  common  language  most  familiar  to  thein  alL' 
Then,  turning  over  the  leaves  of  tho  report,  a  copy  of. 
which  lay  on  his  bed,  ha  asked  the  envoys,  whetlier,  ii», 
case  her  iMajesty  had  not  sent  over  the  assistaoce  wbiob, 
slio  hod  done  under  the  Earl  of  Loiocster,  their  country 
would  not  liave  been  utterly  ruined. 

'•  To  all  appearance,  yea,"  replied  Menyn. 

"But,"  continued  Biirgliley,  still  rmming  throngh., 
llio  pages  of  the  document,  and  here  and  there  demtuiding 
an  explanation  of  an  obscure  passage  or  two,  "you  m«, 
now  proposing  to  her  Majesty  to  send  lO.DOO  foot  and 
200t>  horac,  and  to  lend  60,0001.  This  is  altogether 
monstrous  and  excessive.  Nobody  wilt  tver  dart  (ws  to 
speak  to  her  Majfsti/  on  the  subject.  \Vhen  you  first  Oi 
in  1585,  you  asked  fur  13,000  men,  but  you  were  fliUf 
anthorized  to  accept  0000.  No  doubt  tbat  is  tlie  a 
now.'" 

"On  that  occasion,"  answered  Menyn,  "our  mi 
purpose  was  to  induce  her  Itfsjesty  to  tioc«pt  tlM, 
sovereignty,  or  at  least  the  peqtotual  prolwtion  of  iwr_ 
country.  Failing  in  that,  we  broached  the  tliird  point, 
And  not  being  able  to  get  i3,000  soldiers  we  componnded.; 
for  5000,  the  agreement  being  tiubjcct  to  ratificatJaQ' 
by  our  principals.  W'c  gave  ample  security  in  sliaji 
of  the  mortgaged  cities.  But  esperience  has  shown  n 
that  these  fort^^es  and  this  succour  are  insufficient.  Ws 
have  therefore  Ixtcn  sent  to  beg  her  Majesty  to  inako  nji 
thu  contingent  t<)  tbc  amount  originally  requostod." 

"  But  wo  are  obliged  to  inereusii  tho  gurrisona  in  ttto 
cantionaiy  ton'ns,"  said  one  of  the  H^nglish  oounciUon, 
"  U  600  men  in  a  citv  like  Fliiebinc  are  verj-  little." 

"  Pardon  me,"  n-[itiod  Vnkk,  "  tno  bui^hers  are  Bo 
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«  but  frionds  io  box  JJajesty  and  to  tbe  Euglieh 
i»«.tioii.  Ttiey  are  her  diitiftil  aiitijectH,  like  aU  the  iii- 
l&^kliitBiite  of  the  NuthdrlaudH," 

"It  is  quite  tru«i,"  aaid  Dui^hlej,  after  haTing  raada 

10  criticftl  remarks  upon  the  militury  system  of  the 

inc«s,  "  and  a  very  common  ttdagd,  qiuxi  tunc  tua  ren 

',  parks  fum  praximas  ardet,  but,  nevertheless,  this 

r  principally  concerns  yon.    Therefore  you  are  bound 

''->     do  yoiir  ulmost  to  nieet  its  expenoea  in  your  own 

coTtntry,  qnit«  as  much  ae  a  man  who  means  to  build  a 

IxKiiNi  ia  t.-Kpect<!d  to  pruvido  the  stone  and  timber  him- 

*slf.    But  the  States  have  not  done  their  best.     They 

^"•■■ve  not  at  the  appointed  time  come  forward  with  their 

txtmuKHnaiy    coalributions    for    the    liutt    campaign. 

"'  How  many  men,"  he  asked,  "  are  required  for  gar- 

"•ong  in  all  the  forti'esees  and  cities,  and  for  the  field  ?  " 

*'Bat,''  interposed  J.ord  Hunsdon,  "  not  half  ho  many 

™«n  we  needed  in  the  gurriwjaB ;  for  the  burghei-a  ought 

*"  be  able  to  defend  their  own  cities.     Moreover  it  ia 

I^jbable  that  your  ordinary  oontributions  miglU  be  continued 

"  And  on  the  whole,"  observed  the  Lord  Admiral, 
"Qnn'i  you  think  that  tite  p\ttimg  an  army  in  Me /eii/ might 
'■*  digpenned  with  for  this  year  ?  Her  Majesty  at  present 
"Hirtgettogetherawd  equip  a  fleet  of  war-vessels  against 
^8  King  of  Spain,  which  will  be  an  eioessively  large 
P*'inyirortIi,  bouidoa  the  assistance  which  she  gives  her 
"^bours." 

"Yen,  indeud,"  said  Secretary  Davison,  "it  would  be 
difficult  to  exaggerate  the  enormous  expenae  which  her 
M>jeny  mutit  encounter  this  year  for  defending  and 
'ibfiruiug  her  own  kingdoms  against  the  King  of  Spain, 
'ftut  mouarcb  is  making  great  naval  preparations,  and 
u  treating  all  Englishmen,  in  the  most  hostile  manner. 
*Ve  we  on  the  brink  of  declared  war  with  Spain,  witli 
>he  French  King,  who  is  arresting  all  English  jiersons 
'ind  property  within  his  kingdom,  and  with  Scotland,  all 
whicu  wnulriee  are  understood  to  have  made  a  league 
lugecher  on  a^xouid  of  the  Qaesn  of  Scotland,  whom  it  viil  be 
•Wui^  ntceman/  to  put  to  dmth  in  order  to  pns«rve  tlie  lift 
<W  Mqftstg,  and  are  about  to  make  war  upon  England. 
This  matter,  then,  will  cost  us,  tho  current  year,  at  leabt 

'  MS.  llvf,n  Uu  iJLcd. 
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eight  hiindrod  thousand  pounda  sterling.  Neverthelea 
her  Majeaty  in  sure  lo  assiat.  yon  so  far  as  her  mcaiM 
nllow  ;  and  I,  for  my  purt,  will  do  my  best  to  keop  her 
Majesty  well  disposed  to  your  cause,  oven  aa  I  have  e 
done,  as  you  well  know."  ' 

Thus  spoke  poor  Davison,  but  a  lew  days  before  tli9 
fatal  Sth  of  FebrusTy,  little  dreaming  that  the  day  for 
his  influencing  the  dinposilion  of  her  Majesty  would  bch>u 
be  gone,  and  that  he  was  himaclf  to  bo  crushed  for  ever 
by  the  blow  which  was  about  to  destroy  the  capti»« 
Queen.  The  political  combinations  resulting  &om  tha 
tragedy  wore  not  to  be  eiactly  as  he  foretold,  but  thetft 
is  Utile  doubt  that  in  him  the  Netherlands,  and  Lei- 
cesler,  and  the  Queen  of  England,  were  to  lose  Ut 
honest,  dtligi'nt',  and  faithful  friend. 

"  Well,  gentleiuon,"  said  the  Lord-Treasurer,  after  k 
few  more  queetiona  concerning  the  financial  abilities  of 
the  States  had  been  asked  and  answered,  "  it  it  gettisf 
laio  into  the  evening,  and  time  for  you  all  to  get  bdcR 
to  London.  Let  mo  request  you,  as  soon  as  may  ho,  to 
draw  up  some  articles  in  writing,  to  which  we  will 
respond  inunodiately." ' 

Meuyn  then,  in  the  name  of  the  deputies,  expreaael 
thanks  for  the  ui'bnnity  shown  them  in  the  conforetioe^. 
und  spoke  of  the  deep  regret  with  whicli  they  had  per- 
ceived, by  her  Maji-Kty's  annwor  two  daj's  befon*.  tiiat 
she  was  so  highly  oliended  with  them  and  vritli  tha 
Utates-Gcneral.  He  then,  notwithstanding  Burghlcy'v 
previous  hint  as  to  the  lutcnoMt  of  iho  hour,  took  up  titt 
Queen's  answer,  point  by  point,  contnulictud  oU  Itl 
statemeuts,  appealing  frequently  to  Lord  Leioestcf  E 
confirmation  of  what  he  advanced,  and  condndod  hf^ 
^SS'^f^  "^B  councilkim  to  dofend  Iho  cnuMt  of  1'  " 
Netherlands  to  her  Majedly.  Biir^hlcy  requesled  t 
to  mHke  an  excuse  or  reply  to  the  Queen  in  writing,  i 
••end  it  to  him  to  present.' 

lliuB  the  conference  tcnuinated,  ajid  the  envci^  m 
tnmod  to  Londoti.  Thoy  were  fully  convinced  by  H 
remit  of  thi'-su  interviews,  ns  they  told  their  ooii< 
irtituenis,  that  her  MajrKty.  by  false  atatcmcntu  and 
reporlH  of  persons  either  grossly  ignonnt  or  not  h&ving 

'  HS.  Brpirl  lu[  c\tea.  '  IliliL    OamiiUT    But. 
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tliD  good  of  the  commouweELlth  before  their  eyes,  had 
hfxu  very  iacorrectly  infunuGtl  ag  to  the  cuiidiliofl  of  the 
rrovinccs,  and  of  the  great  efforts  made  by  the  States- 
Goneral  to  ilefeoil  their  couutry  aguiiiBt  llie  enemy.  Jt 
was  obvious,  they  said,  that  their  resources  had  been 
(isuggerated  in  order  to  deeeive  the  Queeu  and  hor 
coancil.' 

And  thus  Bt&tements  and  counter-Gtatements,  protncnls 
and  HpoKtilles,  were  glibly  exthanged,  tlie  heap  uf  diplo- 
loatii:  rubbish  was  rising  higher  and  higher,  and  the 
cuuncillorB  and  envoye,  pleaeed  with  their  work,  were 
grciwinR  nuTO  and  more  amicable,  when  the  court  wiis 
suddenly  tttartled  by  tlie  news  of  Ibe  Deventer  and 
Ziitph«n  treason.  Tho  intelligonce  was  accompanied  by 
the  I'anions  4th  of  February  futter,  which  dcBcendeil 
like  »  bonibBbell  in  the  mid«t  of  the  decorona  council- 
chiitobor.  Such  language  bad  rarely  been  addreseed  to 
tho  Earl  of  Leicestex,  and,  thiongh  bim,  to  the  imperious 
ii'vereigii  herself,  as  Ihe  homely  truths  with  which 
Iltirneveld.  speaking  with  the  voice  of  the  States- 
'jLueml.  now  aniote  ihe  delinquent  governor. 

■'  My  Lord."  said  he,  "  it  is  notorious,  and  needs  no 
illiiHtru.tii>n  whatever,  with  what  true  oonhdence  and 
iiiifeigueii  affection  we  received  your  Excellency  in  our 
Uud ;  the  States-Oeneral,  the  Statds-Frovincial,  the 
lungistrates,  and  the  communities  of  the  chief  cities  in 
the  United  Provinces,  all  uniting  to  do  honour  to  her 
Kfetie  Majexty  of  England  and  to  yourself,  and  to  confer 
npon  Ti'iiu  the  government-general  over  us.  And 
Hllhough  we  should  willingly  have  placed  some  limi- 
UliuDS  upon  the  authority  thus  bealuwed  on  you,  in  order 
ihst  by  such  a  course  your  ou-u  honour  and  the  goc>d 
■rid  constitntioual  condition  of  ihe  country  might  be 
iliko  jireserved,  yet,  finding  your  Excellency  not  satis- 
fi-'d  with  those  liiuitaiioniH,  we  postponed- eve ty  objco- 
liiin,  and  conformed  ourselves  to  your  pleasure.  Yet, 
l>i'for«  coming  to  that  decision,  we  had  well  considered 
rliut  by  doing  so  we  might  bo  opening  a  door  to  many 
iiiihitioim.  avaricious,  and  pernicious  persons,  both  of 
'Ui.ne  cuaatries  and  from  other  nations,  who  might  seize 
il'C  occa«ioD  to  advance  Ibeir  own  private  profits,  to  the 
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detriment  of  th.&  oonntiy  and  the  dishonour  of  yDU|< 
Excellency. 

"  And  in  tnith,  snch  persona  have  done  their  work  as 
eflioientlv  aa  to  inspire  you  with  diatniat  against  tfa 
most  futlifnl  and  capable  men  in  the  I'rovinceti,  ognini 
the  EBtal««  General  and  Provincial.  magistTitteB.  «ai 
private  peiBonn,  knowing  very  well  that  they  cuuld  neva 
arrive  ut  their  own  ends  eo  long  as  you  were  guided  fa 
the  conetitnliunal  authorities  of  the  country.  And  pn 
cifiely  upon  the  distruHt,  thus  created  as  a  foundation^ 
they  raised  uhack-etaire  council,  liymeonti  of  which  tb^ 
were  able  to  further  their  ambitious.  avaricioUH,  ai 
Boditious  piartices,  nut  withstanding  the  good  adviiM  u 
remonstranoeB  of  the  council  of  state,  and  the  Slatai 
General  and  Provincial. ' 

He  proceeded  to  handle  the  suhjerta  of  the  EngUa 
rose-nohle,  put  in  circulation  by  Leicester's  finance  a 
baek-Btaini  council  at  two  floriuH  above  it«  value,  to  tl 
manifest  detriment  of  the  Provincen,  to  the  detestaU) 
pmbaigo  which  hiid  prevented  them  from  using  the  meu 
befltowed  upon  them  hy  God  himself  to  defend  th€J 
c-ountry,  to  the  squandering  and  embezzlenient  of  t' 
large  t<nmB  contributed  by  the  Provinces  and  eutmst 
to  the  Enrl's administration,  to  the  starving  condition  <J 
the  soldiers,  maltreated  by  government,  and  thus  ooM 
}te!1ed  to  prey  upon  the  inhabitants — so  that  troops  ii 
the  Slates'  service  had  never  been  so  abused  during  tl 
whole  war,  although  the  States  had  never  before  vob 
euch  large  contributions  nor  paid  them  so  promptly.— 
the  placing  in  posts  nf  high  honour  and  trust  tn«ii 
notoriously  iwd  character  and  even  Hpanifih  spies ;  to  ti 
'aklng  away  the  public  authority  from  those  to  whom  | 
le|;itiniatelv  bcloii|;ed,  and  conferring  it  on  incompetti 
and  imnnalitied  piTaons ;  to  the  illegal  banishment  i 
raspcRljiblo  citisicns,  to  the  violation  of  limt'-hnnoBrt 
lawn  and  privili-gcs,  to  the  shampftit  attempts  to  r 
pudiate  the  ancient  aulhorily  of  the  States,  and  tu 
a  control  over  the  communities  and  noblcn  hy 
r«pn>aentt>d,  and  to  the  jiorpotiiKl  eHbrts  to  foster  di 
Konsion,  diMnnion,  and  rebelliou  among  the  inhabitant 
Having   thna  drawn  up  a  heavy  bill  of  indiotmtn 

>  l>rir*  dr«  l^lftl■  L  t^ytrtlr*,  4  Fnh,    flnr,  II.  xtll  144  mq,  Wh^imh,  vtU.  I 
ISO.    (lt>(i<r  An4ilTK^  Uif.)   0«ii|Hn    L*  IVU'.  II.  >!•  ill. 
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uominally  against  the  Earl'e  illegal  cuunEellora,  but  in 
leolit^  a^iust  liie  Karl  liimselt',  be  prococdud  to  dual 
witli  the  moHt  inipurtaat  taaXtsr  uf  all. 

''  The  prinoipal  citio8  and  fortresses  in  the  country 
Wa  been  placed  in  Juknild  uf  men  Buspected  by  the 
StDtec  on  legitimate  grounds,  wen  who  bad  been  coii- 
Tnted  of  treanon  agiunHt  these  rroTiuoes,  and  whu 
■flutinned  to  be  siispected,  notwitlislandiiig  that  youi' 
E«ellency  had  pleilgad  your  own  honour  for  their 
fiWily.  Finally,  by  means  of  theae  Kcoundrels,'  it  wan 
{i^l^t  to  paa8,  that — the  council  of  state  having  been 
•■^Mted  by  your  Escellency  with  supreme  authority 
™il^f  your  absence — a  seoret  document  was  biought  1o 
"gbt  after  your  departure,  by  which  the  moat  sub 
■Untial  matters,  and  those  most  vital  to  the  defence  of 
l^B  country,  were  withdrawn  trom  the  disposition  of 
"^tcouncU.  And  now.  alas,  we  aee  the  effectfl  of  these 
F«ctioeB! 

"Sir  William  Stanley,  by  you  appointed  governor  of 
l**enier,  and  Howland  York,  governor  of  Fntt  Zutphen, 
Mw  reFusud,  by  virtue  of  that  secret  document,  to 
•"knowledge  any  autliority  in  this  country.  And  not- 
*)Iii«taDding  that  aiuce  your  departure  they  and  their 
^^diBni  have  been  supported  at  our  eipenae.  and  had 
jixl  received  a  full  mouth's  pay  from  tho  States,  they 
■i**^  traitorously  and  villanously  delivered  the  city  and 
^  fortress  to  the  enemy,  with  a  declaration  made  by 
SIbqIov  that  he  did  the  deed  to  ease  hia  ctinttcience.  and 
'* render  ro  the  King  of  Spain  the  city  which  of  right 
">>■  ^longing  to  him.  And  this  is  a  crime  eo  dis- 
ii'iDourable,  scandalous,  ruinous,  and  treasonable,  uit 
'liit,  during  this  whole  war,  we  have  never  seen  tho 
I'ia.  i\nd  we  are  now  in  daily  fear  lost  the  English 
''immanderB  in  Bei^eu-op-Zoom,  Ostend.  and  other 
'^'liea.  should  commit  the  name  crime.  And  although  we 
f'iUy  suKpected  the  d-isigutt  of  Stanley  and  York,  yet 
your  Excellency's  secret  document  bad  deprived  tis  of 
liip  power  to  act. 

"  rt'e  doubt  not  that  her  Majesty  and  your  Excellency 
vili  tliiuk  this  strange  language.  Hut  we  can  assure 
V>ii.  that  we  too  think  it  strange  and  grievouK  that  those 
j>laccs  should  have  been  ooiifi.lpd  to  such  men,  against 
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onr  lepeatod  remonfitiimces,  and  that, 
very  btunley  dlioiild  hnve  beon  rooummeinlpil  by  yon 
Kicellency  for  general  nf  all  the  forces.  And  allhuu^ 
ivu  had  many  just  and  grave  reasons  for  oppiiMug  yoni 
administration — even  a«  our  ancestors  were  often  woB 
to  rise  against  the  Bovereigns  of  the  country — we  httv4j 
Moveilheless,  patiently  suffered  for  a  long  time,  in  ordff^ 
not  to  diminish  your  authoritr,  which  we  deemed  ■ 
important  to  onr  welfare,  and  in  the  hop©  that  yon  wouli 
at  last  be  moved  by  the  puriloua  condition  of  the  con 
raonwealth,  and  awake  to  the  artifices  of  yonr  adviaen. 

"  But  at  last — feeling  that  the  existnnoe  of  the  statl 
ran  no  longer  he  preserved  without  proper  aQthoxityi 
and  that  the  whole  cumrauuity  ie  fiill  of  emotion  uM 
distmst,  on  occoimt  of  these  great  treanonn— we,  th« 
Statee-Qencral,  aa  well  as  the  States- Provincial,  hsn 
felt  constrained  to  establiah  such  a  government  as  «( ' 
deem  meet  for  the  emergency.  And  of  this  W6  tl ' 
proper  to  apprise  your  Kxccllency."  

He  then  expressed  the  conviction  that  all  these  evil 
deeils  had  been  aocomplitihed  against  the  int<^n^ioQB  of  tl 
Earl  and  the  English  government,  aud  rec^nested  h 
Excellency  bo  to  deal  with  her  Majesty  that  th«  oontii 
gent  of  horse  and  foot  hitherto  accorded  by  her  "  migbl 
be  maintained  in  good  order,  and  in  better  pay." 

Here,  then,  was  wulwtantial  choleric  phraeoology,  i 
guodplain-epcakingather  Majesty  had  just  been  em  pi  oj« 
ing,  and  wiih  quite  as  sufficient  cause.  Here  was  at 
pleasant  diplomatic  fencing,  but  etraighlforwai>d  vigoron 
thrusts.  It  was  no  wonder  that  nmr  Wilhes  sbcmU 
have  thought  the  letter  "  t^io  sharp, '  wlicn  he  hovd  H 
road  in  the  assenibly.  and  ttiat  ho  shindd  have  doua  U 
best  to  prevent  it  from  being  despatched,  lie  wonU 
Imve  thought  it  sharper  cotild  ho  have  bccn  how  tin 
pride  of  her  Majesty  and  of  Leii<«ster  was  wounded  hf 
It  to  the  quick.  Her  list  of  grievances  against  the  Statd 
•eetned  to  vanish  into  air.  Who  had  been  tampering  will 
the  SpaniuTils  now  ?  Had  that  "  shadowy  and  rnm^iHtn 
ftutliority  "  granted  to  Leicester  not  proved  subtttantid 
enough?  Was  it  the  States- General,  the  stat^-cooacib 
or  was  it  the  "  absolute  governor  " — who  had  canri«4 
off  the  rnipTcDie  control  of  the  cnmmunwcKlth  in  kk 
pocket — ttukt  was  reqionsible  for  the  ruin  c fleeted  Iqf 
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EnglUhmea  who  had  acurned  all  "»athority"  but  his 

llie  States,  in  another  blunt  letter  to  fho  Queiin  her- 
self, declared  the  loss  of  Deventer  to  lie  mure  dibaatrouB 
to  them  than  even  the  fivU  of  AntwtTp  had  been ;  for  the 
republic  had  now  been  H>lit  asunder,  and  ite  most 
ftncient  and  vital  portions  afmoat  cut  away,  Neverthe- 
lesB  theywere  not  '•  dazzled  nor  deBpiiiriiig,"lhey  said,  but 
more  determined  than  ever  to  maintain  their  liberties, 
uul  bid  defiance  to  the  SpanisU  tyrant.  And  again  they 
ided  of,  rather  than  implored,  her  Majesty  to  be 
e  to  her  engagements  with  them.' 
?h«  interriewB  which  followed  were  more  tempestuous 
"  I  had  intended  that  my  Lord  of  Leicester 
Bbould  return  to  you,"  she  said  U>  the  envoys.  "  But 
that  shall  never  be.  He  has  been  treated  with  gross 
ii^ratitude,  he  has  served  the  Provinces  with  ability, 
ko  has  consumed  his  own  property  there,  he  has  risked 
his  lilb,  be  has  lost  hia  near  kinsman,  Sir  Philip  Sidney, 
whose  life  I  should  be  glad  to  purchase  with  many 
millions,  and,  in  place  of  all  reward,  he  receives  these 
nnomouB  lettens,  of  which  a  copy  has  been  sent  to  his 
reign  to  blacken  him  with  her."  She  had  been 
ling  him  to  return,  she  added,  "but  she  was  now 
pDlvod  that  he  should  never  set  foot  in  the  Provinces 


But  the  States,  undaunted  by  these  explosions  of 
Vrath,  replied  that  it  had  ever  been  their  custom, 
when  their  taws  and  liberties  were  invaded,  to  speak 
4eir  mind  boldly  to  kings  and  governors,  and  to  pro- 
oare  redress  of  their  grievances,  as  became  ftco  men.* 
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During  tliftt  wliuli)  Bpriug  the  Queen  wae  at  tln^nrB 
drawn  with  all  her  leading  coiiuMiliore,  maiiily  in  tcgknl 
to  that  great  ijiieBtiau  id  quetitionH — the  relatiuus  of 
England  with  Ihv  Nellierland§  and  Spain.  'Wulamghiuu 
■ — who  felt  it  iUAdue88  tu  Jreain  of  jM<acu,  and  whu 
Wlieved  it  the  Houudoet  policy  tu  deal  witli  Parma  and 
hie  vet^rauK  upon  the  soil  of  Fluudun;,  with  the  forces 
iif  the  republic  fur  allioB,  luth^r  llian  tu  await  his  arri^iJ 
in  Londou^waa  driveu  olmoat  to  frenzy  by  what  Iiu 
deomed  the  Queen's  pervereeneas. 

"  Our  sharp  Worda  continue,"  said  the  SecretJUTi 
'■  whleh  doth  greatly  disquiet  her  Majesty,  oitd  dis- 
comfort her  poor  servants  that  attend  her.  Tho  Lord- 
Treasurer  remaineth  still  in  disgrace,  and,  behind  tuy 
hack,  her  Majefity  giveth  out  i-erj  hard  speeches  of  mj- 
self,  which  I  the  rather  credit,  for  that  1  nod,  in  dealuig 
with  her.  I  tun  nothing  gracious ;  and  if  her  Majeaiy 
could  be  otherwise  served,  1  know  I  should  not  be  twod. 
.  .  .  .  Her  Majesty  doth  wholly  bend  herself  to 
deTiso  some  further  means  to  dit^p^ce  her  poor  cunocil, 
in  respect  whereof  sho  negleeU^th  all  oitier  catuefL, 
.  .  .  .  The  diDcord  between  her  Majenly  nnd  her 
council  hiadereth  tho  ueeessury  consultations  that  were 
to  he  destined  for  tlie  prevenliug  of  the  manifold  perils 

that  hang  over  this  realm Sir  Christopher 

llattou  bath  dealt  veiy  plainly  and  dutifully  with  ber, 
which  hath  been  accepted  in  so  evil  part  as  he  >«  re- 
M)lved  to  retire  for  a  time.     1  ansui'e  yoa  I  find  every 

man  weary  of  attendance  here I  would  to 

Uud  1  could  find  aa  good  resolution  in  her  UajestT  to 

froooed  in  a  princely  course  in  n-Ueving  the  Uuitvd 
'rorinoos  as  I  find  an  honourable  dispooitiou  in  juur 
lordship  to  employ  yourself  in  their  service." ' 

Tho  Ijord-TreoMurer  vrae  much  puzslud,  very  wretdiad, 
bul  pUUoBophicHlly  resigned.  '■  Whs'  hor  Majesty  uwith 
tnu  thus  strangely.  I  luiow  not."  be  observed.  "To 
some  h)ip  snith  that  eIio  meant  not  1  should  h>vo  suow 
from  the  cuort ;  to  some  slie  saith,  she  may  not  ■dmit 
mc,  nor  give  me  ountentmeut     I  shall  dispose  uyaeir 
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enjoy  Ood's  favour,  and  UioU  do  notbisg  to  deBervu 

rr  dinfiivuur.     And  if  I  he  ^uffured  to  bo  u  Htnuger  tu 

(T  affiiiin,  1  Hhall  liave  a  ijiiieter  life." ' 

Leiceator,  after  the  first  burnt  of  hie  auger  was  over. 

wu -«rillitig  tu  return  to  tlie  I'l'oviaces.     He  protested 

that  lie  had  a  greater  affection  fur  tUu  NetherUnd  ptioi>lt: 

_— not  ilir  the  governing  powem— even  than  he  felt  for 

s  peoplu  uf  Kngland. '     "  Tberu  ia  nothing  sticks  in 

y  stuTUBoh,"  he  said,  '*  hnt  the  giH>d-will  of  that  pool 

Btcted  people,  for  whom.  I  take  God  to  record,  I  Ooiild 

jl  centeiit  tu  lose  nay  limb  1  have  to  do  them  good." ' 

was  cripplfd  wilh  debt,  and  the  Queen  resolutely 

1  ta  leud  Liui  a  few  thousand  pounds,  without 

9ii«h  ho  could  not  stir.    Walsingham  in  vain  did  battle 

4tii  her  pnrmmony,  representing    how  urgently  and 

iridly  the  nePCBsity  of  his  return  had  been  depicted  by 

Q  ber  ministers  in  both  coiintriet;,  and  how  much  it 

I  JMorted  to  her  own  safety  and  service.     But  she  woh 

I  PWnnte.      "She  would    rather,"  he    said  bitterly  to 

r  llisicecter,  "  hazard  the  iuorease  of  confusion    there — 

)  irtiich  iniiyput  the  whole  country  in  peril — than  supply 

your  want.     The  like  course  she  huldeth  in  the  rest 

iif  her  cansoGi  whiuh  makelh  me  to  wish  myself  from 

[he  helm."  *     At  last  she  agreed  to  advance  him  ten 


lyt.   (BriL  tlofl.  Uklb4,  Cr  Kl.  AU).  41t«ai|4  uy  preic  DuiLlBr  In  i««tvcl  itT 

HiHemlri  U  VlUwitlllm,   IS  April,  togreat  uiadlMiiUgc  bat  uhirUignlf 

Un.    (S.1'.  OrnnUS.)  inliblb*iiehid.lucw  tbcbalbMiiilii- 

■■FotlbtlU/noLfuTjroiirpirllciiliir."  dun4 la (uoinbulc  lowanli  Ibe  piiUlDiE 

MM  WiMimlinii.  "  L  luis  >bli  I'T)'  in  amif  lula  (III  kid."    Ejaiw  la  •um, 

•uw>IJ>.  but  auuul  i.ravul  lu  nUi  Wr  It  April.  1197.    Ibid.  |i.BII-Ill.    US. 

Mi,  Baiti*!  U  HI  dawn  ■  mil*  oT  jmur  "  Slw  can  Ik  (oulrni  u  fumldi  r^  wILb 

■t((,PL(B  UiM  Mind  npon  (nrtMlura  (Or  lO.OilOl,  mi  mi  ya«  miold  dcTlir.  dui  of 

kdt  of  Uiii  piaiubfd  Hi|i|un   uf  Uw  hEcnwiUliiaHituidilH  Suux.  lu  p*)- 

B^guni^  bui  i»t  mnvwl  Ibonliy  lu  Bilh   Jou  pranlwd   unto  hntirtf.  and 

HI,    MA.)  In  iiu^i  Older  u  ih»  r«iulnUi."   Sims 

And  •«alD.  tn  itan  UI<r-"I  m  lo«.Bi».ll  April,  l»sl.    I1jM.*H. 
KtTj  Que  (wi  M^MWilktelb  irllhJTio        "ntr*  ■I*  Ml  niuch  urnUmcnl  be- 
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thousimd  pntinds,  but  on  bo  severe  conditions,  that  the 
VJarl  declared  himself  boart-brvkea  sgaia,  und  pruteatad 
thut  hi.'  would  neither  accept  the  money,  nor  ever  ant 
foot  in  the  Netherlands.  "  Let  Karris  stay  there,"  he 
Maid  in  a  fiiry  ;  "  he  will  do  admirably,  no  donbt.  Only 
lot  it  not  be  BuppoHBil  that  I  can  be  there  ahio.  Not 
for  one  hundred  thousand  ponnds  would  1  be  in  th»I 
country  with  him." ' 

Meantime  it  was  agreed  that  Ijord  Bnckhnrat  ahould 
be  sent  forth  on  what  Wilkes  lormed  a  miBston  of  ex- 
postulation, and  a  very  ill-timed  one.  This  new  envoy 
was  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  discontent,  and  to 
do  his  best  to  remove  them  ;  as  if  any  man  in  England 
or  in  Holland  doubted  as  to  the  causes,  or  ae  to  the  beet 
means  of  removing  them  :  or  as  if  it  were  not  absolutely 
eertain  that  delay  was  the  very  worst  Kpecifiu  tliat 
ounld  be  adopted — delay — which  the  Netherland  slateft- 
men,  as  well  aa  the  Queens  winest  counaellora,  moat 
deprecated,  which  Alexander  and  Philip  most  desired, 
and  by  indulging  in  which  her  Majesty  was  most  dirautly 
playing  into  her  adversary's  hand.  Elizabeth  wnfi  pre- 
paring to  put  cords  upon  iho  table  against  an  antagonist 
whoso  gaiue  was  close,  whose  honesty  was  always  to  be 
aiispected,  and  who  was  a  conimmmate  master  in  what 
was   then  considered  diplomatic   sleight  of  hand.     So 

Hit  nli]Ri«l  lij  bn  Tbw  "bUMed  dtKhnrRa  ...  lot  mj  bfUl  !•  a 

bcuii "  lud  tMuwrlj'  bKB  »  "  nalrl-  Duo  h>l(-bnitau,  and  I  rln   Uilnk 

Uau."  Milivljr  but  nllMT  tK  ouBUnut  Sb 

■  "  I  pnvdT*  bj  Tonr  ItlKn,"  oM  Nonii  Uicn.  In  nti/tv'  lu  ttv  i* 

t«ln«ir."IliillH(ll^(r»<iiiMBOwl  Ikm  btlwna  Uni  mid  Onol  H 


■  mut'b  1  ikMU  har*  no  Kood  ibcnt^^oM  K  1 

bwUH  M  ilull  jlt\e  tut  looot.,  p>M  nn  ui  >ng>1.  tiir  ba  imbooI  sbijp  Mr 

■llliHIMNil.  ■lUWbwIaHUHllbxithsr  almoH  llks  ii(  no  >qiM  .  .  .  .  lat^ 

•loBrI«dj«l>y,<>'*>vbi>Uisloiir  Udr.  raii>l;f  h^luIb  Ukw  ndviuiluii  to  obit 
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Lord  Buckhurst  was  to  go  forth  to  expostulate  at  the 
Hague,  while  transports  were  loading  in  Cadiz  and 
Lisbon,  reiters  levying  in  Germany,  pikemcn  and 
musketeers  in  Spain  and  Italy,  for  a  purpose  concern- 
ing which  Walsingham  and  Bameveld  had  for  a  long 
time  felt  little  doubt. 

Meantime  Lord  Leicester  went  to  Bath  to  drink  the 
waters,  and  after  he  had  drunk  the  waters,  the  Queen, 
ever  anxious  for  his  health,  was  resolved  that  he  should 
not  lose  the  benefit  of  those  salubrious  draughts  by 
travelling  too  soon,  or  by  plunging  anew  into  the 
fountains  of  bitterness  which  flowed  perennially  in  the 
^Netherlands.* 


>  **  Finding  jom  presence  here  neoe»- 
auy,"  wrote  WaUingluan,  "for the ex- 
peditkm  of  the  Low  Coontry  cauaes,  I 
moTcd  her  IC^fraty  that  I  mii^t  he 
•ndx>rleed  In  her  name  to  hasten  jam 
Tepair  hither,  wbereunto  she  would  in  no 
■ut  consent,  pretending  that,  after  the 


use  of  the  Bath,  it  would  be  dangerous 
for  your  Ix>rdfih!p  to  take  any  extra- 
ordinary travail.  There  is  some  'doubt 
that  Ostend  will  be  presently  Ix^ieged," 
Sec.  &C.  Walsingham  to  Leicester,  IT 
April,  1587.    (B.  Mus.  Galba,  a  xl.  327. 
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CHAPTER   SV. 

Uw  KpUi«rluiili~Aluinliig  SUU  nr  AdUnonkU  Inlnl— Hii 
ndllsl;— nrnwntJc  Tbronu  ul  Wllltw  SinAlwiy  at  lit  ArgU' 
LI  betwcn  Wllku  UHt  Boniocld-BdlgVma  Tulnoa  If  Uit 

d  PloU  iciliul  HotK-nlQ-MiiuuI 
I  mion  pnl  FErllof— The  <liiHii 
mffj  iBd  TlDiUalve-«br  bmiih  BucUmru'i  Ohith— LMcsiirr-t  Wimib  *i 
Hfllienht't  dur^et  gf  ■  PLDL  faj  The  WL  to  murikr  hiv — B(ld(bmVl<lcii|iiciil 
AppHU  lo  Ihfl  QiK«D— Hor  pvrpEvxliic  utd  cdduihUuldit  Onl«n — ttopur  pf 
WIUux-LdcMWf  uuHuom  hli  Rcium— Hu  lniUocUai*— Uller  W  JiBlu 
— BuocTEld  luiDDiioit  bini  Id  lb-  Suiu. 

Wb  return  to  the  Netherlimda.  If  ever  proof  wpro 
nRcirded  of  Uie  influonue  uf  individuiU  character  un  the 
deittinj  of  nations  and  of  the  world,  it  certainly  wm 
seen  in  thu  year  158T-  Wo  have  lifted  the  curtaiii  of 
the  secret  ouuncil -chamber  at  Grceuwich.  Wo  hftTv 
seen  all  Elizabeth's  adviecTB  ansious  to  aronao  her  from 
her  fatal  credulity,  from  her  almoot  as  fatal  pareiniony. 
We  have  seen  Leicester  aniioua  to  rotnm,  despite  id] 
fancied  indignities,  Walaingham  eager  to  expedite  the 
enterprise,  and  the  Queen  remaining  obdnrate,  while 
nuiDta  aft^r  month  of  precious  time  was  melting  away. 
In  the  Netherlands,  meantime,  discord  and  coufiution 
hod  been  increasing  every  day ;  and  the  first  great  cauae 
of  such  a  dangerous  condition  of  uRairs  was  ihe  abwnoo 
of  the  governor.  In  this  all  partioa  agreed.  The  Loi- 
oestrians,  the  anti-Leice«itriiins,  the  Holland  party,  the 
Utrecht  party,  the  EngUisli  connsellors,  tli«  T^gUah 
generals,  in  private  letter,  in  aolemii  act,  all  warned 
tliQ  (juoen  against  the  lamentable  elTect«  resulting  from 
Ijeicester's  inopportune  dt-parture  and   prolongi.>d  ab- 

On  the  firet  outbreak  of  indignation  after  tlio  Deventcr 
Affair.  Priiiec  Maurice  wiw  placed  at  the  head  of  lie 
eenenil  government,  with  iho  violent  llohonlo  as  ht> 
lieutenant.*  The  gr(iate>iit  eiertiuns  wen>  made  by  tliiiar 
two  iiobtes  and  by  Baraeveld,  who  guided  the  wholo 
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policy  of  the  party,  to  secure  oe  uaiiy  citiea  aa  poKsilJe 
to  their  cause.  Magiatmtee  and  cominanflant«  of  gar- 
ritioiiii  in  many  towns  williugly  gave  in  their  adhesion 
to  the  new  government ;  tithers  refused,  eepeciolly 
J>iedrich  Sonoy,  an  officer  of  dietinction,  who  was 
goTemor  of  Enthuysieii,  and  influential  throughout 
^ortb  Holland,  and  who  remained  a  stanch  pai-tiean  of 
Lcicc-Bter.'  Utrecht,  the  stronghold  of  the  Leit^HtrianB, 
-was  wavering  and  much  torn  by  faction ;  Hukunlo  and 
Moenrs  had  "  banqueted  and  feaaled "  to  such  good 
fmrpoae  that  they  had  gained  over  half  the  oaptoine  of 
the  biirgher-goard,  and,  aided  by  the  branch  of  nohlea, 
were  making  a  good  fight  against  the  Leicester  magis- 
tracy and  the  clerical  force,  enriched  by  the  plunder  of 
the  old  rathollc  livings,  who  denounced  as  Papintical 
:tnd  HiBiwniolizedallwho  favoured  the  pai-ty  of  Maurice 
MoA  Barnevcld. 
p  By  the  end  of  March  the  envoys  returned  from  Lon- 
D,  and  in  their  company  cume  Lord  Bnckhurst,  as 
wial  amhassHdor  from  the  Qneen* 
^omas  8ackville,  Lord  Bnckhurst — afterwards  Earl 
of  Doreet  and  lord-trcaeurer— wan  then  fifty-one  years 
«f  ago.  A  majiof  laiT^  c;ultnre — ^poet,  dramatist,  diplo- 
luatiat — bred  to  the  bar ;  afterwards  elevated  to  the 
peorage ;  endowed  wifh  high  character  and  strong  in- 
tellect ;  ready  with  tongno  and  pen,  handsome  of  person, 
:uid  with  a  fascinating  address,  he  was  as  fit  a  person 
)>i  send  on  a  mission  nf  expostulation  as  any  man  to  be 
foimd  in  England.  But  the  author  of  the  '  Induction 
"le  Minwr  for  Magistrates'  and  of  ■  Gorboduc,'  had 
I  to  the  Netherinnds  on  a  forlorn  hope.  To  ex- 
tnli»1e  in  favour  of  peae-e  with  a  people  who  knew 
A  their  enistenco  depended  on  war,  to  reconcile  those 
■  who  ftdt  that  delay  was  death,  and  to  heal 
Dsitiee  between  men  who  were  enemies  from  their 
a  to  their  gruves,  was  a  difficult  mission.  But  the 
ensible  object  of  Buckhnrst  was  to  smooth  the 
Leicester,  and,  if  poseiblo,  to  persuade  the 
U-landers  an  to  the  good  inclinations  of  the  English 
mment.  This  was  no  easy  task,  for  they  knew  that 
it  envoys  had  been  dismissed,  without  even  a  pronuse 
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of  eabsidy.  They  had  asked  for  tTTolvo  thousstid  Boldiera 
and  sixty  thouiiaud  poiiuds,  and  had  receivt^d  a  voUoy  of 
abuse.  Over  and  over  again,  throitgli  miuiy  laoutlis, 
the  Queen  fell  into  a  paruxyBtn  of  rage  wbcn  «ven  au 
alliuiou  waa  made  to  the  loan  of  fifty  or  sixty  tlioiuaud 
puunda ;  and  even  had  slip  promiticd  the  money,  it 
would  have  given  but  little  Batiffaction.  Ab  Count 
Moeurs  observed,  he  would  rather  see  one  Eugllbh  ttise- 
noble  than  a  hundred  royal  promiseti.  So  the  Uolhmden 
and  Zeelunders — not  fearing  Leicestei'e  isflueoce  within 
their  little  moreel  of  a  t«rritury — were  concentrating 
(heir  menus  of  reeistanco  upon  their  own  soil,  iut«nding 
to  resist  S[]ain,  and,  if  noceiwary,  Euglsiid,  in  their  lost 
ditch,  and  with  the  last  drop  of  their  blood. 

While  such  was  the  condition  of  aSairs,  Lord  Buok- 
humt  lunded  at  Fliinhing — four  months  after  the  de- 
parture of  Leicester — on  the  24th  March,  having  be«u 
tossing  threu  days  and  nights  at  sea  in  a  great  stonu, 
"  miHcrahly  sick  and  in  great  danger  of  drowning." '  Sir 
William  KuHsell,  governor  of  Flushing,  informed  him  of 
the  prognMS  making  by  Prince  Maurice  in  virtue  of  hifl 
new  authority.  He  told  him  that  the  Zeeland  regiment, 
vacant  by  Sidney's  death,  and  which  the  Queen  wished 
bestowed  ufwn  Kussell  himself,  had  been  given  to 
Count  Solmn — a  circumstAnce  which  was  very  eure  to 
excite  her  Mt^esty's  ire :  but  that  the  greater  nnmbM-, 
and  those  of  the  better  sort,  disliked  the  atteratian  of 
govenuneut,  und  relied  entirely  upon  the  Queen.  Siunto 
Aldegonde  visited  him  at  Middleburgb,  and  in  ft  "  long 
disc^nrHe"  oxprossi'd  the  most  friemlly  scotimeuta 
lowardK  EngLiud,  with  free  oflera  of  perfwnal  service, 
"  Nevertlic^kss,"  said  Ituckhurst,  cautiously,  "  I  mean  (o 
trust  the  eifect,  not  his  words,  and  so  1  hope  ho  shall 
not  ranch  deceivo  me.  His  opinion  is  that  the  &rl  ot 
Loicestcr's  aliscnco  hath  chiefly  caused  this  chatige,  and 
that  without  bis  return  it  will  hardly  be  restored  again, 
but  that  upon  his  arrival  all  these  clouds  will  provo  but 
a  siicrmier-nhower."  ' 

As  a  nintter  of  oourac  lh<i  new  ambfuiaador  lifted  np 
his  voice,  iiuiuudiutely  after  setting  fixit  un  shorn,  in 
favour  of  the  starving  soldiers  of  his  Queen.     •■  "VU  a 
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wt  Luoentiible  thing."  said  he,  "to  hear  the   oom- 

JaiDlii  of  Holiliei'8  luid  captains  fur  want  of  pay."  .... 

!l()le   eoiii]>niiio«i  (undo   their  way   iiito    hiB   pt'csenco, 

iraily  erring  alend  for  bread.     "For  Jesiw'  soke," 

irifte  ItuL'khiirst,  "  hasten  to  send  relief  with  all  Hpeed, 

lot  nach  victuallbra  be  sppoiI)tI^d  as  have  a  con- 

I'.e  not  to  make  theuisoivfis  rich  with  the  famine  of 

■r  soldiers,     if  her  Majoaty  send  not  mcuey,  and  that 

I  fipeeil,  for  their  payment,  I  am  afraid  to  think 

Wt  wJBL'hief  and  miBeriex  are  like  to  follow."  ' 

^  Tbcii  the  nmbusiiador  proceeded  to  the  Hague,  holding 

with  influential  personageB  in  privaf*.  and 

riili  the  Sttitoti-General  iu  public.    Such  waa  the  churui 

t  hia  miuiner,  and  no  finn  tie  conviction  of  sinceriiy 

d  good-will  which  he  inspired,  that  in  the  course  of  a 

night   there   was   already  a  sensible   change  in  the 

_  xt  of  affairs.     The  enemy,  who,  at  the  time  of  their 

Tivul.  hud  been  making  btinfireB  and  holding  iriumphal 

iceasioua  for  joy  of  the  great  breach  between  Holland 

I  England,  and  had  been  ''hoping  to  swallow  them 

up,  while  fiiore  were  so  few  left  who  knew  how  to 

4,"  were  already  manifeniing  diBappoiniment,' 

tin  ft  oolomn  meeting  of  the  Stales-General  with  the 

d-cotincil,  Buekhurnt  addressed  the  ai^sembly  upon 

)  genemi  sabjeot  of  her  Majeety'a  gtiodnees  to  the 

RftUiftrlaiida.     He  spoke  of  the  graoiomt  aasistance  ren- 

^8««d  by  her,  notwithstanding  her  many  special  charges 

for  the  citrnmon  camie,  and  of  the  mighty  enmities  whicL 

xbe  had  inoiirred  for  their  sake.     He  sharply  censured 

the  Hollanders  for  thetr  cruelly  to  men  who  had  shed 

r  blood  in  their  canse,  but  who  were  now  diivcu 

1  their  towns,  and  left  to  starve  on  the  high- 

I,  tind  hated  for  iheir  nation's  sake ;  oa  if  Uie  whole 

h  name  deserved  Iu  be  soiled  "  for  the  treachery 

>  miscreanta."     He  spoke  strongly  of  their  do- 

'  towards  the    Karl   of  Leicester,  and  of  the 

H  they  had  done  hiio,  and  told  them  that,  if  they 

Bady  to  atone  to  her  Majesty  fur  such  injuries, 

bey  were  not  to  wonder  if  their  deputies  i-eceived  no 

etter  answer  ut  her  hands,     ■'  She  who  embraced  yoiir 
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caUHO,"  he  said,  "  when  other  mighty  princes  foreook 
yon.  trill  Htilt  Btond  iast  nnto  you,  ye»,  and  incrcaaa  her 
yoodnoss,  if  hor  preBent  sUto  laay  HuQeir  it." ' 

Alter  being  addreiiBed  in  this  monnor  tho  council  L>r 
itate  made  what  Couneellor  Clerk  ctJled  a  "  very 
lioDost.  modest,  and  wi^e  auewer;"  but  the  Ststoe- 
(lenemi,  not  being  able  "bo  enaily  to  dim'lwnfa  th»t 
which  had  so  long  boiled  within  them,"  deferred  their 
[■eply  until  ihe  t'ullowing  day.  Thoy  then  brought  for- 
'vard  a  doliberate  rejoinder,  in  which  they  expreeaod 
ibemaelvcfl  devoted  to  her  Majesty,  and,  on  the  whole, 
'.veil  diuposed  to  the  Earl.  Am  to  the  4th  Febmary 
letter,  it  had  been  written  "  in  amantadine  cordia, 
upon  hearing  the  treasons  uf  York  and  Stanley,  and  in 
iiocordanoe  with  "  their  ouatum  and  liberty  used  towards 
«11  princes,  whereby  Ihey  had  long  preserved  their 
estate,"  and  in  the  conviction  that  the  real  oulprita  for 
all  the  sins  of  his  Escellenoy's  government  were  certkii: 
"  lewd  persona  who  eought  to  seduce  bis  Lordship,  and 
ta  cause  him  to  hato  the  StJiteB." 

Buokhunit  did  not  think  it  well  to  reply,  at  that 
moment,  upon  the  ground  that  there  had  been  ultvady 
ririmination  and  recrimination  m»re  than  enough,  and 
that  a  "  little  bittemeiu  more  bad  rather  caused  (ham  to 
■Istermine  dangerously  than  resolve  for  the  best."' 

They  then  held  counsel  together — the  envoys  and  the 
Stat«s-General,  as  to  the  amount  of  troops  abaolatelj 
nooessary — casting  up  the  matter  "as  pinchingly  u 
possibly  might  be."  And  the  result  was,  that  20.000  foot 
and  2000  horse  f>>r  garrison  work,  and  an  army  of  13,000 
foot,  SOOC)  horse,  and  1000  pioneers,  for  a  oampaign  of 
five  or  811  months,  were  pronounced  indiaptnaafal*. 
Thin  would  mqiiire  all  their  340,000/.  sterling  a-yaar, 
rognlar  contribution,  her  -Majesty's'  contingent  of 
140.0001.,  and  an  extra  Hum  of  IKl.OOO^.  sterline.  (^ 
this  sTim  iho  States  raqiK^iileid  \wt  M^eaty  should  wnicli 
two-thirds,  while  thoy  ugreoil  to  furnish  the  other  thii<d, 
which  wonid  maki'  in  all  240.00(M.  f,.r  the  yuoon,  and 
2(10,000^  for  the  Sta1o.-<.  An  it  was  undentood  tluU  tho 
English  subsidies  were  nnlv  a  loan,  secured  by  moTtg^ga 
of  the  cautionary  towns,  this  did  not  socm  very  nnrM- 


HIS  EFFORTS  TO  CONClLlATi:, 


209 


scalable,  when  the  intimate  blending  of  England's  wel&re 
-wilii  that  of  the  Provinces  was  considen.-d.' 

ITius  it  will  Iw  observed  that  Lord  BuckhuTBt— wMIo 
(flcdng  his  best  to  conciliate  personal  feudti  and  heai-t- 
"biimmgs— had  done  full  justice  to  the  merits  of  Leicester, 
and  had  placed  in  etroDgeat  light  the  farourti  ooufeiTed 
by  her  MajeBty. 

He  then  proceeded  to  Utrecht,  where  he  was  received 

■writh  many  demonstrations  of  respect,  "  with   aulemu 

si)«eche8  "  from  magistrates  and  burgher-captains,  with 

lELilitsry  proceaeions,  and  with  great  banquets,  which 

"were,  tuwever,  conducted  with  decorum,  and  at  which 

D  Count  Uoeura  excited  universal  astoniBhrnent  by 

l»Bobriety.*    It  was  difficult,  however,  for  matters  to 

8^,  very  smoothly,   eicept  upon  the  siirface.      What 

*!Oold  be  more  disastrous  than  for  a  little  commonwealth 

~~*  mere  handful  of  people,  like  these  Ketherlandors, 

WigBged  in  mortal    combat   with   the  most  powerful 

niDiiireh  in  the  world,  and  with  the  first  general  of  the 

*e«.  within  a  league  of  their  borders— dius  to  bo  de- 

Vnvoj  of  all  organized  government  at  a  most  critical 

niimiout.  and  to  be  left  tu  wrangle  with  their  allies  and 

'"'loiig  themselves  as  to  the  form  of  polity  to  bo  adopted, 

"■bill)  wailing  the  pleasui-e  of  a  capricious  and  dcspotio 

And  the  very  foundation  of  the  authority  by  which 
**  Spanish  yoke  had  been  abjured,  the  sovereignty 
^fM  to  EliEubeth,  and  the  govemmentrgenoral  con- 
JT'od  on  Leicijsler,  was  fiercely  assailed  by  the  confi- 
|lttilial  agents  of  Elizabeth  herself.  The  dispute  went 
fjto  the  very  depths  of  the  social  contract.  Already 
IJil^M,  st&nding  up  stoutly  for  the  democratic  views  of 
*«  governor,  who  was  so  foully  to  requite  him,  had 
*Wi^  the  English  government  that  the  '"  people  were 
^*^J  to  out  the  throats  "  of  the  States-General  at  any 
■•Wiuent  moment.  The  sovereign  peojile,  not  the 
l^iitiea,  were  alone  to  be  heeded,  he  said,  and  altbmigh 
*  nsvet  informed  the  world  by  what  process  he  Iwd 
'•Mncd  the  deliberate  opinion  of  that  sovereign,  ns 
'iere  had   been   no   assonibly  excepting  those  of  the 

'  BuUnrloliKK   Clcit    V/     HuigLlej.        '  OLli.iTi    lu  WdkM,    M   April.  16j:, 
JU.iiwdwL  (s.  I',  om.-.:  M'J.; 
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Stutes  G^nernl  and  States-Provincial — be  was  no&e 
iena  fully  satisfied  tbiit  the  people  were  all  with  1 
cester,  and  bitlerly  opposed  to  tbe  States. 

"  For  tbe  sovereignty,  or  mipreme  authority,"  eaid  ii% 
"through  failure  of  a  legitiiuato  prince,  belonge  tu  the 
people,  and  not  to  yon,  gentlemen,  who'  ore  only  b 
vasts,  ministers,  and  deputies  of  the  people.  Yon  ha 
your  commiBsions  or  inbtnictions  surrounded  by  limiw; 
tions — wbiob  conditions  are  so  widely  different  fromll*^^ 
power  of  sovereignty  as  the  might  of  tbe  subject  is  it 
regard  to  bis  pnnco,  or  of  a  servant  in  respect  to  hi| 
master.  For  Bovereignty  is  not  limited  eiUier  as  ( 
power  or  as  to  time.  Still  loi>a  do  you  repre»eHt  tl 
sovereignty ;  for  the  pctiple,  in  giving  the  general  as 
absolute  govemmeiit  to  the  Karl  of  Leicester,  hnv 
conferred  upon  him  at  once  the  exercise  of  justice,  iIm 
odminiirtration  of  polity,  of  naval  aSairs,  of  war,  anC 
of  all  tiie  other  points  of  sovereignty.  Of  theao  ■ 
governor-general  is,  however,  only  tbe  depoaitai^  oi 
guai'dian,  until  eucb  time  as  it  may  please  the  prince  va 
people  to  revoke  the  trust,  there  being  no  other  in  th^ 
slate  who  can  do  this,  seeing  that  it  was  tbe  people  i 
through  the  instrumentality  of  your  offices — throucS 
you  as  its  servants— conferred  on  his  Excellwicy  t£^ 
power,  authority,  and  govcmment.  Accurding  to  ih4^ 
common  rule  of  law,  therefore,  7110  jiirg  quid  «tafttitw\ 
todcmjvre  tdli  debet.  You  having  been  fully  empowt-reo 
by  the  provinces  and  cities,  or,  to  speak  more  eorrd-tly, 
by  yourmastera  and  superiors,  to  confer  the  goven)m(.-titi 
on  his  Excellency,  it  follows  that  you  rcipiire  a  like 
power  in  order  to  take  it  away  either  in  whnlo  or  in 
jwrt.  If,  then,  you  liad  no  commission  lo  curtftil  Utf 
authority,  or  even  tiiitt  of  the  state- council,  and  tbna  tO 
tread  ui>on  and  usur^i  his  power  u  govemor-gencrftluid 
absolute,  there  follows  ot  two  things  one  :  either  jthi; 
did  not  well  undeiistand  what  you  were  doing,  nor  uoljl* 
consider  how  far  that  power  rcachod ;  or,  much  mom 
probably,  yon  huve  fallen  into  the  sin  of  diAohedimoK 
oonsidoriiig  how  solemnly  you  swore  allegiance  to  hlm."^ 
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Tliiia  subtly  and  ably  did  Wilfees  defend  tho  aniLority 
■f  the  man  who  bad  deeerted  his  post  at  a  mo^  critical 
^jioiuent.  and  had  compelled  the  States,  by  his  derelio- 
(ion.  to  lake  tho  government  into  their  own  hands. 

For,  after  all,  the  whole  argument  of  the  English 
connscUor  rested  upon  a  quibble.  ITie  people  were 
absolutely  eovereign,  he  said,  and  had  lent  that  sove- 
reignty to  LetceHter,  How  had  they  made  that  loan? 
Throiigli  the  machinery  of  the  States-General.  So  long, 
then,  as  the  Earl  retained  the  absolute  Bovereignty,  ttie 
States  were  not  even  represenlatives  of  tho  sovereign 
pMtpIe,  The  sovereign  people  was  merged  in  one 
English  Earl.  The  Englifih  Earl  had  retired— in defi- 
nilely — to  England.  ^Vas  the  sovereign  people  to  wait 
for  months  or  years  before  it  regained  its  existence  ? 
And  if  not,  how  was  it  to  reassert  ita  vitality  ?  How 
but  Ibrough  the  agency  of  the  States-General,  who— 
according  to  Wilkes  himself — had  been /tilt;/  empomered  hg 
't  ProdMei  and  Cities  to  confer  the  goo&ntment  on  the  Earl  t 
«  people  then,  after  all,  were  the  provinces  and  cities. 
\  the  States^eneral  were  ut  that  moment  as  much 
]  to  represent  those  provinces  and  cities  as  they 
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ever  had  been,  and  tbey  claimed  no  more.  Willci-s,  i 
anj  otbpr  <if  the  Leicester  party,  ever  hiated  at  a  geoend 
assembly  of  the  people.  Universal  suffrage  was  not 
dreamed  of  at  that  day.  By  the  people  he  meant,  if  hs 
meant  anything,  only  th&t  very  enudl  fraction  of  tli» 
infaabitants  of  a  country  who,  according  ta  the  EiiKlish 
aystem  in  the  roign  of  Elizabeth,  constituted  its  Ooni* 
mons.  Ho  choee,  rather  from  personal  and  politioa 
motives  than  philosophical  ones,  to  draw  a  distjnctios 
between  the  people  and  the  "  States,"  btit  it  is  qnitsi 
obvious,  from  the  tone  of  his  private  commnuioatiuiuit 
that  by  the  "  States"  he  meant  the  individtials  who. 
happened,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  the  dcpudes  of  th* 
States  of  each  province.  But  it  was  almost  an  affecta- 
tion to  accuae  those  individuals  of  calling -or  oonaidering, 
themselves  "  soveroigos,"  for  it  was  very  well  known 
that  they  sat  as  envi^a,  rather  than  as  members  of  i  c 
gn!ss,  and  were  perpetually  obliged  to  tecnr  to  ii 
constitnents,  the  States  of  each  Province,  forinetmotlotiA,-, 
It  was  idle,  because  Buys  and  Bamevcld,  and  Boordaj' 
and  other  leaders,  exercised  the  influence  due  to  their 
talents,  patriotism,  and  experience,  to  etignuitise  them  ■ 
usurpers  of  eovci'eignty,  and  to  hound  the  rabble  upon 
them  as  tj-ranlfl  and  mischief-makers.  Yet  to  tako  tLii 
coui'so  pleased  the  Eoi'l  of  Leicester,  who  saw  uo  bo[iO 
for  the  liberty  of  the  people,  unloss  absolute  and  iuioaB*t 
tlitioDol  authority  over  the  people,  in  war.  naval  aflUn,' 
justice,  and  polity,  were  placed  in  his  hands.  Thiawa 
the  view  sutitaiiicd  W  the  clergy  of  tlie  Itefuniw< 
Church,  becauHe  tliey  found  it  convenient,  Ihrotiriiaual 
a  theory,  and  by  Leicester's  power,  to  tuuiish  Papist* 
exercise  intolerance  in  matters  uf  religion,  sotgaostntl 
for  their  o-ku  private  uses  the  property  of  the  Catltolit 
Church,  and  obtain  for  their  own  a  political  power  wUcll 
was  repugnant  to  the  more  liberal  ideas  of  the  BnmeveM 

Tlio  States  of  Holland— inspired  as  it  w«td  by  tb* 


)  States  of  Holland — irispired  as  it  w«td  W 

rtyr  to  rcligiuus  and  jvJH 

8ilunt — main  tain  od    freedom 


memory  of  that  gn-ut  martyr  to  religious  and  pulltiaij 
lom  ei 


liberty,   AVilliam  tin 
oonscienco. 

The  [.eiooster  iwrty  advocated  a  different  thoory  c 
the  ruligiouN  quoKlion.  Tbcy  were  utso  dctonniiwd 
omit  no  uffurt  to  make  the  .Stuti-s  udiuus. 


^  tlieir  violent  courses,"  said 
Leicester,  "  I  have  not  been  negligent,  as  well  by  soli- 
citations to  the  miiiieUni,  an  by  my  letters  to  aucli  an  have 
(Xintinued  cxmstant  in  affection  to  your  Lordshig),  to  liaoe 
Ilia  people  informed  of  tlio  tingrateful  and  dangerous  pro- 
cevuingsof  the  6tat«a.  They  have  therein  travailed  with 
so  good  effect,  as  the  penpla  are  now  wonderfully  well 
ilisputteii,  and  have  delivered  everywhere  in  epeocbes, 
liuit  if,  by  the  overthwart  dealings  of  the  StateB.  her 
Majesty  shall  be  drawn  to  stay  borHUccours  and  goodness 
tn  them,  and  that  thereby  your  Lordship  be  also  dia- 
cuuraged  to  return,  (A*y  leiU  cut  tliar  throats."' 

Who  the  "people"  exactly  were,  that  had  been  so 
wcpnderfiilly  well  disposed  to  throat-cutting  by  the 
ffiiniaters  of  the  Qospcl,  did  not  distinctly  appear.  It 
was  certain,  however,  that  they  were  the  special  friends 
of  Leicester,  great  orators,  Tciy  pious,  and  tile  sovereigns 
"f  the  country.     So  much  could  not  bo  gainsaid, 

"Your  Lordship  would  wonder,"  continued  the  coun- 
■  'llrir,  '■  to  Bee  the  people — who  so  lately,  by  the  practioe 
I  the  said  States  and  the  accident  oi  Deventer,  were 
i^utably  tlieaiated — ho  returned  to  their  former  devolion 
Ujwards  her  Majestf,  your  Lordship,  and  our  nation." 

Wilkes  was  able  moreover  to  gratify  the  absent  gO' 
''f-nior-gcneral  with  the  intelligence — of  somewhat 
'I'iMtionable  authenticity,  howeTer^that  the  States  were 
'"■tj  ••  luneh  terrified  wilh  these  threats  of  the  people." 
'  'ill  Bamevcld  came  down  to  the  council  to  inquire  wha ". 
"itruber  of  that  body  it  was  who  had  accused  the  State' 
•  violating  the  Earl's  authority.  "  Whoever  he  is,'' 
"■■iif  the  Advocate,  "  let  him  deliver  his  mind  frankly, 
':"1  he  sJuill  be  answered."  The  man  did  not  seem 
'>||ich  terrified  by  the  throat-cutting  orations.  >'  It  is 
■nw,"  replied  Wilkes,  perceiving  himself  to  be  the  per- 

IWB  iutmided,  "  that  you  have  very  injuriously,  in  many 
Af  jotcr  proceedings,  derogated  fi'om  and  Uudden  the 
WUiOTJty  of  his  Lordship  and  of  this  council  under  your 
fitit"' 

And  then  he  went  into   particulars,  and  discussed, 
■■■'reruo,  the  constitutional  question,  in  which  various 
''"iccstrian  counsellors  seconded  him. 
But  Btuneveld  grimly  maintained  that  the  States  were 

>  WUb*  ts  Ixtuntr,  1]  MHck,  I9B1.    (3.  P.  0<I9h>IS.)  '  VM. 
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the  sovereigns,  ami  that  it  was  tlierefore  unfit  thut  tJio 
govtriior,  vho  drew  Aw  aafliority  from  them,  should  cull 
them  to  account  for  their  doings.  "  It  was  as  IT  lite 
goTomorB  in  the  time  of  Charles  V.,"  said  the  AdvocatOi. 
"  Bhould  have  tAxed  that  Emperor  for  any  action  of  hl> 
done  in  the  govomment."' 

In  brief,  the  rugged  Bameveld,  with  tlireatcuing; 
voice  and  lion  port,  seemed  to  impersonate  the  stales, 
and  to  hold  reclaimed  sovereignty  in  liis  grasp. 
eeemed  diffiuult  to  t*ar  it  from  him  again. 

"  I  did  what  I  could,"  said  U'ilkea.  ■'  to  htat  Ihemfnm 
thu  AumoKi-  of  their  gncere^nly,  ehowing  tJiat  -upon  thjtt 
error  they  had  grounded  tlie  reat  of  thrir  uaj^uJ 
absarditm."* 

Next  night  he  drpw  up  sixteen  articlee,  sliowing  tL. 
disorders  of  the  States,  their  breach  of  outlis,  Kni 
violations  of  the  Enrl's  authority ;  and  with  that  com-, 
menced  a  aeries  of  papers  interchanged  by  the  two 
parties,  in  which  the  topics  of  the  origin  of  gDvamment 
and  the  principles  of  rcligiouK  freedom  were  handled  witK 
much  ability  on  both  sides,  hut  at  unmercifol  length. 

On  the  religious  question,  the  States-General,  lad  t_ 
Bameveld  and  by  Froneia  Franck,  expressed  tbomaelve* 
monfiiJly  on  various  oouasions  during  the  nuAdcm  vt 
Buck  buret. 

"  The  nobles  and  ciij^s  ooustituting  tho  States,"  Uiey 
said,  "  have  been  denounced  lo  Lord  Leicester  as  onemiei 
of  religion,  by  the  sulf-seoking  miachief-mukoiB  wiM 
surround  him.  Why  ?  Because  they  hod  refused  |fa| 
demand  of  certain  preachers  to  call  a  general  syuod,^ 
defiance  of  the  States-Qencral,  and  to  introduce  «  Mi  fA 
ordinances  with  a  system  of  discipline  accunliiig  Id  (A 
arbitrary  will.  This  the  late  Pritioe  of  Orangi)  Mid  t 
8ta  tea -General  had  always  thought  dotrimeniol  both  bt 
religion  and  polity.  They  respected  the  diSorau 
religions  opinions,  and,  leaving  all  chun-Jies  in  1 
freedom,  thtjy  chose  l"  rompil  no  man't  corunw'noi — ft  eot 
which  all  statesmen,  knowing  tho  diveraity  of  fain 
opinionn,  had  ounaid»r«d  nucuasary  in  order  to  n  '  ' 
frat«nial  harmony."* 


In  l<ln«U(,  as   tul  d 
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[?uch  words  shine  through  the  prevailing  darkness  of 
fhu  roligioiiB  atmosphere  at  that  epoch,  like  chamcteTs 
of  light.  They  are  beacons  in  Oie  upwarii  path  of 
uiankiud.  Never  before  hiid  bo  bold  and  wise  a  tribute 
to  the  genius  of  the  Reformation  be^n  paid  by  an 
organized  community.  Individuals  walking  in  advance 
of  their  age  had  enunciated  such  truths,  and  their  voices 
tuid  scembd  to  die  away  ;  but  at  last,  a  little,  struggling, 
balf-developed  commonwealth  had  proclaimed  the  lights 
of  conscience  for  all  mankind — for  I'apiBta  and  Culvinists, 
Jews  and  Anabaptiats — beoauBe,  "  having  a  respect  for 
differences  in  religions  opinions,  andleaviugall  churches 
in  their  freedom,  they  chose  to  compel  no  man's 
conscience." 

On  the  confltitutional  question,  the  States  commenced 
I}'  an  astounding  absm-dity.  "  These  mischief-makers, 
moreover,"  wiid  they.  "  have  not  been  ashamed  to  dispute. 
Mid  to  cause  the  Earl  of  Leicester  to  dispute,  the  lawful 
constitntion  of  the  Provinces ;  a  matter  which  has  not 
lieen  dapaledfor  eiijht  hundred  gears." ' 

This  waa  indeed  to  claim  a  respectable  age  for  their 
republic.  Eight  hundred  years  took  them  back  to  the 
iiys  of  Charlemagne,  in  whose  time  it  would  have  been 
"imewhiit  difficult  to  detect  a  germ  of  their  States- 
'''^iieral  and  States-I'rovincial.  That  the  oonalitutional 
p'voniment  —  consisting  of  nobles  and  of  the  vroeds- 
(bipE  of  chartered  cities — should  have  been  in  existence 

■Vq  of  Oanw^vH  tni^  ilrDng  Erninil.    nil]}rct  of  Iho  pplfUan  wu  ]aKf^  by  Un 
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four  hundred  and  eeven teen  y pars  before  the  first  charter 
had  ever  heea  granted  to  a  city,  was  a  very  loose  atyk 
of  aipiment.  'ITiomas  Wilkos,  in  reply,  might  as  well 
have  traced  the  English  parliament  to  Hengiat  and 
HoKia.  "  For  eight  hundred  years,"  they  Bftid,  "IlnUiuid 
had  been  governed  by  Counts  and  ('ouiitessos,  on  whom 
the  nobles  and  cities,  as  representing  the  States,  had 
legally  conferred  sovereignty."  ' 

Now  the  first  incorporated  city  of  Holland  and  Zee- 
land  that  ever  existed  was  Middelburg,  which  received 
its  charter  from  Count  William  I.  of  Holland  and  Count- 
CBS  Joan  of  Phndera,  in  the  year  1217.  The  fii»t  Count 
that  had  any  legal  or  roct^ized  authority  was  Dirk  tbfl 
First,  to  whom  Charles  the  Simple  presented  the  territoty 
of  Holland,  by  letters-patent,  in  922.  Yet  the  Slates- 
General,  in  a  solemn  and  eloquent  document,  gravelj 
dated  their  own  existence  from  the  year  TBT,  and  claimed 
the  regular  possession  and  habitual  delegation  of  sove 
reignty  from  that  epoch  down ! 

After  this  fabulous  preamble,  they  proceeded  toliandl* 
the  matter  of  fact  with  logical  precision.  Itwaaabetud, 
they  said,  that  Mr.  Wilkes  and  Lord  Leicester  ahoald 
affect  to  confound  the  pereons  who  appeared  in  the  •»•. 
sembly  with  the  States  themselves  ;  an  if  those  individoalt 
claimed  or  eiercised  sovereignty.  Any  man  who  hai 
obeervod  what  bad  been  passing  during  the  last  Sflecik 
years  knew  very  well  that  the  supreme  outhority  iH 
not  belong  to  tJio  thirty  or  forty  individuals  who  ounA 
to  the  meetings.  ....  The  nobles,  by  reason  of  th«ir 
ancient  dignity  and  splendid  possessions,  took  coiuiMi 
together  over  state  mattera,  and  then,  appearing  at  ' 
assembly,  deliberated  with  the  deputies  of  the  vJt 
The  cities  had  mainly  one  form  of  govemmont^a  ool]^;» 
of  counsellor,  or  wise  men,  40,  32,  28,  or  24  in  nnmb^, 
of  the  most  respectable  out  of  the  whole  conununity. 
ITiey  were  chosen  for  life,  and  vacancies  were  suppliad 
by  the  colleges  themselveH  out  of  the  mass  of  citikeiu. 
lliese  colleges'  alone  governed  tho  city,  and  that  wkiolf 
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hacl  been  ordained  by  them  waa  to  be  obeyed  by  all  the 
inhabitaats — a  ByHtem  against  which  there  had  ncTor 
been  any  rebellion.  The  colleges  again,  united  with 
those  of  the  nobles,  rtnreiealed  tho  whole  stato,  the  whole 
Wy  of  the  population ;  and  no  form  of  government 
conld  be  Imagined,  they  Hud,  that  could  Teeolve,  w-ith  a 
more  thorough  knowledge  of  the  necessitieH  of  the 
country,  or  that  oould  execute  its  resolveu  with  more 
nnity  of  purpoeo  and  decisive  authority.  To  bring  the 
wUeges  inlo  an  a;^eembly  could  only  bo  done  by  means 
of  deputies.  These  deputies,  chosen  by  their  colleges, 
kod  profjcrly  instructed,  were  sent  to  the  place  of  meet- 
ing. During  the  war  thej'  had  always  been  com- 
iiiisei«ned  to  resolve  in  common  on  matters  regarding 
the  liberty  of  the  land.  ITieae  deputies,  thus  aasemhled, 
"preyenUd,  by  oommission,  the  States ;  but  Ihoyaro  not  in 
tlietr  own  persons  the  Stales,  and  no  one  of  them  had 
aaysuchprelension.  "Thepeople  of  this  country,"  said 
the  States,  "  have  an  aversion  to  all  ambition :  and  in 
thcoe  disastrous  times,  wherein  nothing  but  trouble  and 
odium  ia  to  be  gathered  by  public  employment,  these  com- 
mianons  are  accounted  muntra  nectsxaria.  .  .  .  This  form 
uf  government  has,  by  God's  favour,  protected  Holland 
Did  Zeeland,  during  this  war,  against  a  powerful  foe, 
without  loss  of  territory,  without  any  popular  outbreak, 
^uhent  military  mutiny,  becauRo  all  business  has  been 
''Koiuird  trUh  open  doors,  and  because  tho  very  smallest 
"M-iiB  are  all  represented,  and  vote  in  the  assembly." ' 

la  brief,  the  constitution  of  the  United  Provinces  was 
I  matter  of  fact.  It  was  there  in  good  working  order, 
'"il  had,  for  a  generation  of  mankind,  and  throiighout  a 
'iHmendnus  war,  done  good  servioo.  Judged  by  the 
prinoiplea  of  reason  and  justice,  it  was  in  the  main  a 
wholexome  constitution,  secnring  the  independence  and 
*e1&r»  of  the  stale,  and  the  liberty  and  propertj-  of  the 
ndividnal,  as  well  certainly  as  did  any  polity  then 
taatdag  in  the  world.  It  seemed  niore  hopeful  to  abide 
ly  it  yet  a  little  longer  than  to  adopt  the  throat-cutting 
ijRt«m  by  the  people,  recommended  by  Wilkes  and 
Leicealer  as  an  improvement  on  tho  old  constitution. 


s  aU*  •  lUtt-ptprr.     (Cospuru 
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This  was  the  view  of  Lord  Buekhurst.  He  felt  thi 
threats  of  lliroat-ciitting  nero  nut  the  bestnietiUBj 
amoothiiig  and  concilialing,  and  lie  bad  come  over ' 
smooth  and  conciliate.  "  To  spend  the  timo,"  said  h 
"  in  private  brabbles  and  piques  between  the  States  u 
Lord  Leicester,  when  we  ought  to  prepare  an  am 
against  the  enemy,  and  to  repair  the  sliaken  and  tq 
state,  is  not  a  good  course  for  her  Majesty's  sorvice.' 
Letters  were  uontinualty  circulating  from  hand  to  hai 
among  tho  antagonists  of  the  Holland  party,  n^t^en  c 
of  England  by  Leicester,  exciting  the  ill-will  of  t 
populace  against  the  organized  government.  *'  By  bU 
means  to  bring  the  States  into  hatred,"  said  Buckhun 
"  and  to  stir  up  tho  people  against  them,  tends  tu'gri 
damage  and  miserable  end.  This  his  Lordahip  doth  IV 
little  consider,  being  tho  very  way  to  dissolve  lul  gorci 
ment,  and  bo  to  bring  all  into  confusion,  and  open  t 
door  for  the  enemy.  But  oh,  how  lamentable  a  tbing 
is,  and  how  doth  mj'  Lord  of  Leicester  abuse  her  IditJMl 
making  her  authority  tlio  means  to  uphold  and  jtuAi 
and  under  her  name  to  defend  and  maintsin,  nil  his  i 
tolorablo  errors !  I  thank  Qod  that  iieitlier  hia  mig 
nor  his  malice  shall  deter  me  from  laying  open  all  thd 
thingN  which  ray  conscience  knoweth,  and  which  apD 
taincth  to  be  done  for  the  good  of  this  cause  and  of  i 
Majesty's  service.  Heroin,  though  I  were  sure  to  1< 
vay  life,  yet  will  I  not  offend  neither  the  one  nor  I 
other,  knowing  very  well  that  1  must  die ;  and  to  die 
her  Majesty's  faithful  service,  and  with  a  good  conacioa 
is  fkr  more  happy  than  tho  miMcrable  life  that  I  am  j 
If  Leicester  do  in  this  sort  stir  up  tlie  people  agtii 
tiie  States  to  follow  his  revenge  against  them,  and  if  t 
Queen  do  yield  no  hotter  aid,  and  the  minds  of  Coq 
Uaurice  and  Hohento  remain  thus  in  fixir  and  hati«d' 
him,  what  good  end  or  service  can  be  hoped  for  here? 
Bnckhiirst  was  a  man  of  nnimpeochcd  integrity  m 
getilta  manners.  Ho  hod  come  uvor  with  the  best  j 
tontions  towards  the  govemor-gunBnil.  and  it  has  bo 
seen  that  he  boldly  defended  him  in  his  firat  iutervicn 
with  the  State's.  But  as  the  intrigues  and  uuderhn 
plottinga  of  tho  Earl's  iigenU  wore  revealed  to  him,  ] 

■  Kn-tiiuniu  WiUnthHD,  istli  Jiinr.ltal.    (Ilr,  Uiu.  n^ta.Ii  l.p.W,)d 
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Felt  more  and  mora  convinced  that  there  was  &  deep-laid 
scheme  to  destroy  the  govemtueDt,  and  to  constitulc  a 
virtual  and  obeolute  aovoreignty  for  Loiceiit«r.  It  was 
not  wonderful  that  the  States  were  Btanding  vigorouflly 
ou  the  defensive. 

The  subtle  Deventer,  Leicester's  evil  genius,  did  not 
cease  to  poison  the  mind  of  the  governor,  during  hia 
pmtracted  abitence,  against  all  persons  who  offered  im- 
jiedimentH  to  the  cherished  schemes  of  hia  master  and 
himself.  "  Your  Excellency  knows  very  well,"  he  said, 
"  that  the  state  of  this  country  is  democratic,  Eince,  by 
fftiluri.'  of  a  prince,  the  sovereign  dixpoeition  of  affairs 
has  returned  to  the  people.  That  game  people  is  ever)'- 
where  so  incredibly  affectionate  towards  you  that  the 
il»y  in  your  return  drives  them  to  extreme  despair, 
one  who  would  know  the  real  truth  has  but  to  ro- 
iber  the  fine  fear  the  States- General  were  in  when 
of  your  displeasure  about  the  4lh  Febniary 
sr  became  known." ' 

it  not  bees  for  the  efforts  of  Lord  Buckhurst  in 
ig  the  popular  rage,  Devenlor  assured  the  Earl  that 
writers  of  the  letter  would  "  have  scarcely  saved 
their  skins :"  and  that  they  had  always  continued  in 
great  danger. 
'le  vehfmentiy  urged  upon  Leicester  the  necessity  of 
immediate  return — not  so  much  for  reasons  drawn 
the  distracted  state  of  the  countiy,  thus  left  to  a 
lional  govenuuentand  torn  by  faetion — but  because 
ihe  facility  wiib  which  he  might  at  once  seize  upon 
Itrary  power.  Ho  gratified  his  master  by  depicting 
in  lively  colours  the  abject  condition  into  which  Bame- 
vi'ld,  Maurice,  Hohenlo,  and  similar  cowards,  would  be 
thrown  by  his  sudden  return. 

"  If,"  said  he,  "  the  States'  members  and  iho  counts, 

everyone  of  them,  are  so  desperately  afraid  of  the  people, 

even  while  yonr  Excellency  is  afar  off,  iu  what  trepi- 

datioQ  will  uiey  be  when  you  are  here  !  God,  reason,  the 

rtion  of  the   sovereign   people,   are  on  your  sido. 

I  needs,  in  a  little  corauionwealth  like  uurn,  but  a 

of  the  eye,  the  slightest  indication  of  dissatisfootit'm 

■jonrpart,  to  take  away  all  their  valour  from  men  who 
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ftro  only  brave  whore  swords  are  too  stort.  A  tn^nani- 
uious  prince  like  yourself  should  eeek  at  once  tlie  plitco 
wliete  auch.  plote  are  hatching,  and  you  wuuld  see  the 
fiiry  of  the  rebels  change  at  once  to  cowardice.  There 
is  more  than  one  man  hero  in  the  Netherlands  that  brags 
of  wlmt  he  will  do  ngaioat  the  greatest  and  most  highFy 
endowed  prince  in  England,  because  he  thinks  he  shall 
never  see  hira  again,  who,  at  the  very  firat  news  of  your 
return,  my  Lord,  would  tlilnk  only  of  packing  his  port- 
manteau, greasing  his  boots,  or,  at  the  very  least,  of 
BQeaking  back  into  his  hole."  ' 

But  the  sturdy  demoorat  was  quit©  sure  that  bis 
Excellency,  that  most  magnanimous  prince  of  Knglaad, 
would  not  desert  his  faithful  followers — then^by  giving 
those  "  filthy  rascals,"  bis  opponents,  a  triumph,  and 
"  doing  so  great  an  injuiy  to  toe  sovereign  people,  who 
were  ready  to  get  rid  of  them  all  at  a  single  blow,  if  his 
Excellency  would  but  say  the  word."' 

He  then  implored  the  magnanimous  prince  to  imitata 
the  example  of  Moses,  Joshua,  David,  and  that  of  atl 
great  emperors  and  captains,  Hebrew.  Qreek,  mni 
Boman,  to  come  at  odco  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  to 
smite  his  enemies  hip  and  thigh.  He  also  inforniod  lus 
Eicolleooy  that,  if  the  delay  should  last  much  longer, 
ho  would  lose  all  chance  of  regaining  power,  becatiM 
the  sovereign  people  had  quite  made  up  their  mind  to 
return  to  the  dominion  of  Spain  witlmi  three  laoutlu^ 
if  they  could  not  induce  his  Gxcellenoy  to  rale  ovw 
them.  In  that  way  at  least,  if  in  no  other,  they  coald 
circumvent  those  filthy  rascals  whom  they  so  inac4i 
abhorred,  and  frustrate  the  designs  of  Maurice,  Hohenlo, 
and  iiir  JohnNorris,  who  were  repr^oenttMl  as  occupying 
the  positioa  of  the  triumvirs  after  the  death  of  Julink 
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To  place  its  nock  under  the  yoke  of  Philip  II.  and  tile 
Inqoisition,  after  having  bo  htuidfiomely  got  rid  of  hoth, 
did  not  eoem  a,  eublime  niaiiifestation  of  sovereignty  on 
lh«  part  of  the  pi<ijple,  and  even  Devent«r  had  eouiu 
mij^vitigB  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  a  result,  "  What 
then  will  become  of  our  beautiful  churches?"  he  cried, 
"  What  will  princBB  say,  what  will  the  world  in  general 
say.  what  will  historians  say,  about  tho  honour  of  the 
English  nation?" ' 

As  to  the  first  question,  it  is  probable  that  the  prospect 
of  the  reformed  churchoa  would  not  have  been  cheerful, 
had  the  Inquisition  been  re-established  in  Holland  and 
Utrecht,  three  months  after  that  date.  As  to  the  second, 
the  world  and  history  were  likely  to  reply,  that  the 
honour  of  the  Engliah  nation  was  fortunately  not  en- 
tirely entrusted  at  that  epoch  to  tho  "  magnanimous 
prince"  of  Leicester,  and  his  democratic  cuunsellor-in- 
chief,  but^master  Deventer, 

lliese  are  but  samples  of  the  ravings  which  sonnded 
incessantly  in  the  ears  of  the  governor-general.  Was  it 
strange  that  a  man,  so  thirsty  for  power,  so  gluttonous 
of  Ilatl«ry,  should  be  influenced  by  such  possionale 
%ppea)u7  Addressed  in  strains  of  fulsome  adulation, 
convinced  that  arbitraiy  power  was  within  his  reach, 
«nd  assured  that  he  had  but  to  wink  his  eye  to  see  his 
«nemiea  scattered  before  him,  he  became  impatient  of 
all  restraint,  and  determined,  on  liis  return,  to  crush  the 
States  into  insignificance. 

Thus,  while  Buckhurst  had  been  doing  his  best  as  a 
mediator  to  prepare  the  path  for  his  lotnm,  Leicester 
himself  and  his  partisans  had  been  secretly  exerting 
themselves  to  make  his  arrival  the  signal  for  discord, 
perhaps  of  civil  war.  The  calm,  then,  immediately  suc- 
ewding  the  mission  of  Buckhurst,  was  a  deceitful  one ; 
id  very  promising.     The  best  feelings  were 
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avowed,  and  perhaps  entertained.  The  States  professed 
great  devotion  to  hor  Majesty  and  friendlj  regard  for 
the  governor.  They  dietinctly  declared  that  the  arran^ 
ntent«  by  which  Uaarice  and  Hohenlo  hod  been  plnood 
in  their  new  positions  were  pnrely  proviaionol  ones. 
Evbject  to  modifications  on  the  arrival  of  thi;  KarL' 
"  Ail  things  are  reduced  to  a  quJot  calm,"  said  Buck- 
hurst,  "  ready  to  recivo  my  Lord  of  Leicester  and  his 
authority,  whenever  he  cometh."' 

The  quarrel  of  Hohenlo  w-ith  Sir  Edward  Norn's  had 
been,  by  the  exertions  of  BuckhurBt,  amicably  arranged :' 
the  Count  became  an  intimate  friend  of  Sir  .John,  "  to 
the  gladding  of  all  such  as  wished  well  to  the  conntry;"* 
but  ho  nourished  a  deadly  hatred  to  the  Earl.  He  na 
lip  and  down  like  a  madman  whenever  his  return  was 
mentioned.'  "  If  the  Queen  he  willing  to  take  tbo 
sovereigDty,"  he  cried  out  at  his  own  dinner-tahlu  to  a 
large  company,  "and  is  ready  to  proceed  roundly  in 
this  Bctiur.,  1  will  serve  her  to  the  last  drop  of  my 
blood;  but  if  she  embrace  it  in  no  other  sort  than 
hitherto  she  hath  done,  and  if  Leicester  is  to  return, 
then  am  I  as  good  a  man  as  Leicester,  and  will  never 
he  cODimanded  by  him.  I  moan  to  continue  on  my 
frontier,  where  all  who  love  me  can  come  and  fitiil  mo.'  ' 

He  declared  to  several  persons  that  he  had  dutectMl  a 
plot  on  the  part  of  Leicester  to  hnve  him  assansiuat«d ; 
and  the  asaertioQ  seemed  so  important,  that  Villieo 
came  to  Councillor  Clerk  to  confer  with  him  on  iho 
enbjcct.  The  worthy  Bartholomew,  who  had  again, 
most  reluctantly,  left  his  quiet  chambers  in  the  I'omplo 
to  come  again  among  the  gnns  iind  dnims,  which  his 
soul  abhorred,  was  appalled  by  such  a  charg«.  U  ww 
Iwst  to  keep  it  a  secret,  ho  said,  at  least  till  tho  niattet 
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ixmld  be  liioroaglily  investigated.  Villiera  was  of  the 
same  npiniun.  auil  accordii^ly  the  councillor,  in  the 
eKe«H8  of  Ilia  cauliou,  confided  tie  eeciet  only — to  whom  ? 
"I'o  Mr.  Atye,  LeiceBtcr's  privnto  Becretary.  Atyo,  of 
course,  instantly  told  his  master—  his  master,  in  a  frenzy 
of  rage,  told  the  Queen,  and  her  Majesty,  in  a  paroxysm 
of  royal  indignation  at  thiu  new  insult  to  her  iavoimte, 
sent  furious  letters  to  her  envoys,  to  the  Slatee-Genera], 
to  everj-body  in  the  Netherlands— bo  that  the  assertion 
of  Hohenlo  became  the  subject  of  endless  recrimination. 
Leicester  became  vorj-  violent,  and  denounced  the  state- 
ment as  an  impudent  falsehood,  devised  wilfully  in 
order  to  cost  wlium  npcn  him  and  to  prevent  his 
retnm.'  UnqnestJonably  there  was  nothing  in  the  storj- 
but  table-talk ;  biit  the  Count  would  have  been  sl.ill 
Enure  ferocious  towards  Leiccuter  than  ho  was.  had  he 
known  wliat  was  actually  happening  at  that  vorj' 
moment. 

WliUe  Buothnrst  wna  at  tJtrecht,  lisfening  to  the 
"  solemn  speeches "  of  the  militia- captain 8  and  ex- 
changing friendly  espreasions  at  stately  banquets  with  . 
Moeurs.  he  suddenly  received  a  letter  in  cipher  from 
lier  Majesty.  Not  having  the  key,  he  sent  to  Wilkes 
at  the  Jlnguc.  Wilkes  was  very  ill ;  but  the  despat.<di 
WM  marked  pressing  and  immediate,  so  he  got  out  of 
I'cd  and  made  the  journey  tu  Utrecht-  The  letter,  on 
'  hi  s  deciphered,  proved  to  bo  an  order  from  the  Queen 
il'.'coy  llohenlo  into  some  safe  town,  on  pretence  of 
:i-Tiitul)on,  and  then  to  throw  him  into  prison,  on  the 
:  imd  tliat  he  had  been  tampering  with  the  enemy, 
I  :'i  n-aa  about  to  betray  the  republic  to  Philip.' 
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The  commotion  which  would  have  been  cxoitcd  If 
any  attempt  to  enforce  this  order  could  be  easily- 
iiuagiued  b}'  those  familiar  with  Hohenlo  and  with  tha, 
powerfal  party  in  the  Netherlands  of  which  he  waa  dm' 
of  the  chiefs,  Wilkes  stood  aghast  as  he  deciphered  thai 
letter.  Buckhurat  felt  the  impoBsibility  of  obeying  tWl 
royal  will.  Both  know  the  cause,  and  both  forenW. 
the  consequences  of  the  proposed  step.  Wilkes  had' 
heard  some  rumours  of  intrigues  between  Parma's  ageal* 
at  Pevcnter  and  Hohenlo,  and  had  confided  them  tu° 
^ValBinghum,  hoping  that  the  Seci'etary  wuuld  keiip  th4 
matter  in  his  own  breaat,  at  Iciaat  till  further  advio«.' 
He  was  appalled  at  the  sudden  action  pro]iosed  on  t 
mere  rumour.  wMch  both  BnckhiiTst  and  htniBclf  badl 
begun  to  consider  an  idle  one.  He  protested,  thorvforcr 
to  AValsingham  that  to  comply  with  lier  Majesty's  <; 
mand  would  not  only  be  nearly  impossible,  bnt  wdoU^ 
if  euccesfiful,  hazard  the  ruin  of  the  republic.  WQle'  ~ 
was  also  very  anxioua  lest  the  Earl  of  Leicester  sboa 
hear  of  the  matter.  He  was  already  the  object  of  batri 
to  that  powerful  perBonage,  and  thought  him  ckmU 
of  accomplishing  bis  destruction  in  any  mudo.  But  i 
liciooBter  could  wreak  his  vengoanoe  upon  bis  bi 
Wilkes  by  the  band  of  his  other  deadly  enemy  Uohonk^ 
the  councillor  felt  that  this  kind  of  loveugv  would  bavf 
a  double  sweetness  for  him.  The  Queen  knows  whl' 
I  htive  been  saving,  thought  Wilkes,  and  ihorofitf 
Leicester  knows  it;  and  if  Leicester  knows  it,  hu  wil 
take  care  that  Hobonio  slutll  hear  (>f  it  loo,  and  then  w 
bn  unto  mc.  "  Your  honour  knoweth,"  ho  said  to  Wd 
singham,  "  that  bur  Majesty  can  hold  no  Ucrets,  aaj  ff  lA 
do  impart  it  to  Lficesler,  then  am  J  sjiaiT ' 

Nothing  came  of  it,  however,  and  the  reUtlont  e 
Wilkes  and  Buckhurst  with  Uohoido  continued  to  V 
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friendly.  It  was  a  lesson  to  Wilkesi  to  be  more  caiiliouB 
I'Ven  wilh  the  cautions  Wslsinghain.  "  We  had  but 
lore  Bnspicions,"  Baid  BnckhiirBt,  "  nothing  fit,  God 
kouweth,  to  come  to  such  a  reckoning.  Wilkea  saith 
no  meant  it  bnt  for  a  premonition  to  you  there ;  but  I 
tliiuk  it  will  henceforth  bo  a  premonition  to  himself — 
'licre  being  but  bare  preeumptioaa,  and  yet  ehreivd 
I'rcsTtmptionB."  ' 
Here  then  were  Deventer  and  Leicester  plotting  to 
'crtlirow  the  government  of  the  Slates;  the  States  and 
lIuLenlo  arming  against  Leicester :  the  extreme  deaio- 
tWic  party  threatening  to  go  over  to  the  Spaniards 
within  three  months;  the  Earl  accnscd  of  attempting 
^  life  of  Hohenlo ;  Hohenlo  offering  to  shed  the  last 
Sjnp  of  his  blood  for  Queen  Elizabeth :  Queen  Elizabeth 
ginng  nrders  to  throw  Hohenlo  into  prison  as  a  traitor; 
''i"mciUiir  Wilkes  trembling  for  his  life  at  the  hands 
'•pUi  <if  Leicester  and  Hohenlo ;  and  Bnckhurat  doing 
liw  best  to  conciliate  all  parties,  and  imploring  her 
w}**^  in  vnin  to  send  over  money  to  help  on  the  war, 
*M  to  save  her  soldiers  from  EtarviDg. 

roT  the  Qneen  continued  to  refuse  the  loan  of  fifty 
^WUuid  ponnds  which  the  Provinces  solicited,  and  in 
Iwp*  of  which  the  States  had  jost  agreed  it  an  extia 
Wilribnlion  of  a  million  florins  (100,000/.),  a  larger 
•Ml  than  had  been  levied  by  a  single  vote  since  the 
^Bmencement  of  the  war.  It  must  be  remembered, 
toft,  (hat  the  whole  expense  of  the  war  felt  upon  Holland 
wd  Zecland.  The  Province  of  Utrecht,  where  there 
"Mao  strong  a  dispoiition  to  confer  absolute  authority 
"Pdn  Leicester,  and  to  destroy  the  power  of  the  States- 
'''■neral,  contributed  absolutely  nolliing.  Since  the  Iocs 
"f  Deventer,  nothing  could  be  raised  in  the  Provinces 
"f  L'trecht,  detderland,  or  Overyssel;  the  Spaniards 
Ming  black  mail  upon  the  whole  territory,  and  im- 
;  viiriahing  the  inhabitants  till  thoy  became  almost  a 
:.  i!Ii^.*  Was  it  strange  tlien  that  the  States  of  Holland 
111  Zeeland,  thus  bearing  nearly  the  whole  burden  of 
'■  war,  should  be  dissatisfied  with  the  hatretl  felt 
'.irda  them  by  their  sister  Provinces  so  generously 
M»tcct«d  by  them?     Was  it  unnatural  that  Bamereld, 


tin{l  Maurice,  tuid  Hohenlo,  sbonld  be  disposed  to  brid]^ 
tho  doBpotic  inclinations  of  Leicester,  thua  fostered  li 
those  who  existed,  as  it  were,  at  their  expense? 

But  the  Queen  refused  tho  &(>,000f.,  although  HoUkd 
and  Zeelaud  had  votod  the  100,000/.     "  No  reason  t' 
brecdeth  charges,"  sighed  Walsingham,  "  con  in  itBf 
iort  be  digested." ' 

It  was  not  for  want  of  vehement  entreaty  (lu  the  part 
cf  the  Secretary  of  State  and  of  Uucklmrst  that  the  lo« 
vraii  denied.  At  least  she  woe  entreated  to  eend  oy 
money  for  her  troops,  who  for  six  months  past  wc 
nupoid.  "■  Keeping  the  money  in  your  coffers,"  a 
Buclchurat,  "  doth  j-icld  no  interest  to  you,  ond—wbii 
■a  above  all  enrtUy  respects— it  shall  be  the  means 
preaerring  tho  lives  of  many  of  your  &ithful  mbjM 
which  otherwise  must  needs  daily  perish.  The 
miseries,  through  want  of  meat  and  money,  I  do  p 
to  God  BO  much  moves  my  soul  with  coinmisenkliun  < 
that  which  is  past,  and  makes  my  heart  tremble  to  ihiiA 
of  the  like  to  come  again,  that  I  humbly  l>ese«c]i  yoi' 
Majesty,  for  Jesus  Christ'  sake,  to  have  oomjiaeuon  e 
their  lamentable  estate  past,  and  send  some  money  ti 
prevent  the  like  hereafter.'" 

These  were  moving  words,  but  the  monoy  did  I 
come — charges  could  not  be  digested. 

"  The  eternal  God,"  cried  Buckhuret,  "  incline  yc 
heart  to  grant  the  petition  of  tho  States  for  the  loMi< 
the  50,000(.,  and  that  speedily ;  for  tho  dnngemua  tt 
of  tho  State  here  and  the  mighty  and  forward  prej 
tion  of  the  enemy  admit  no  minute  of  delay,  aa  t 
oven  to  grant  it  slowly  is  to  deny  it  utterly."* 

He  then  drew  a  vivid  picture  of  the  cupacItT  of  d 
Netlterlands  to  assibt  the  endangered  realm  of  fitigj^n 
if  delay  were  not  suffered  to  destroy  both  comm 
wealths,  by  placing  the  Provinces  in  ait  enemy's  " 

"  Their  many  and  notable  good  havens,'*  he  aaid. "  d 
great  number  of  ships  and  mariners,  their  iiupre 
towns,  if  they  wore  in  the  hands  of  a  potent  prince  ti 
would  defend  ihem,  and,  lastlv,  the  state  of  this  a' 
so  UL>ar  and  oppoxite  unto  the  land  and  ouast  of  F 
— lo,  ilie  aight  of  all  thia  daily  in  mine  eye,  con^oiu 

<  WiMngliui  u  V/ilkm.  1  Uaj.  IMt-       ■  So-^ 
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with  the  deep,  enrooted  malice  of  that  your  so  niiglitv 
i.nemy  whoBeeketh  to  regain  them;  these  things  entering 
foiittnn&tly  into  the  meditations  of  my  heart — bo  much 
'■>  they  unport  the  safety  of  yoareelf  aud  your  estate — 
'■"  i?uforc6  me,  in  the  abundance  of  my  love  and  duty  to 
'■\r  Majesty,  most  earnestly  to  J7W1A,  writg.  and  wwp  unto 
I,  teet  when  the  occasion  yet  offered  shall  be  gone  by, 
'!ii«  bloseed  means  of  your  defence,  by  God's  provident 
,;'«iJiieS8  thus  put  into  your  hand,  will  then  be  utterly 
'■■i',  lo,  never,  never  more  to  bo  recflvered  again." ' 

It  was  a  noble,  wise,  and  eloquent  appeal,  but  it  was 
ullered  in  vain.  Was  not  Leicester — his  soul  filled  with 
i«Hy  schemes  for  reigning  in  Utrecht,  and  destroying 
tils  TODstitutional  government  of  the  Provinces — in  full 
Poaenion  of  the  royal  ear  ?  And  was  not  the  same  ear 
Int,  St  that  most  critical  moment,  to  the  insidions 
I  Aluander  Famese.  with  his  whispers  of  peace,  which 
^Ue  potent  enough  tn  drown  all  the  preparations  for 
•V  Invincible  Arimida  ? 

^'a  months  had  rolled  away  since  Leicester  had  left 
■ill-  N'etherlands :  sin  months  long,  the  Provinces,  left 
''1 4  condition  which  might  have  become  anarchy,  had 
'^n  saved  by  the  wise  government  of  the  States- 
Geoenl ;  sik  months  long  the  English  soldiers  had 
nsiaiDed  nnpaid  by  their  sovereign ;  and  now  for  six 
*>^  the  honest,  eloquent,  intrepid,  but  gentle  Buck- 
wit  bad  done  his  best  to  conciliate  all  parties,  and  to 
•Mold  the  Netherlands  into  an  impregnable  bulwark 
fiff  tbe  realm  of  England,  But  his  efforts  were  treated 
vhh  acorn  by  the  Queen.  8hc  was  still  maddened  by 
■  leiue  of  the  injuries  done  by  the  States  to  Leicester. 
Sw  WW  indignant  that  her  envoy  should  have  accepted 
■aok  tftnui  apologies  for  the  4th  of  February  letter ;  that 
Uiboald  have  received  no  better  atonement  for  their 
I  I'ient  infringements  of  the  Earl's  orders  during  his 
-'.noo ;  that  he  should  have  excused  their  con- 
:iiptuuus  proceedings;  and  that,  in  short,  he  should 

■  n  been  willing  to  conciliate  and  foi^ve  when  he 
iild  have  stormed  and  railed.     "  You  conceived,  it 

■  mutli,"  aaid  her  Majesty,  "  that  a  more  sharper  man- 
proceeding  would  have  exasperated  matters  to 

ijudico  of  the  service,  and  therefore  you  did  think 

DucUiunl  UUuQuHD,  US,  juai  died. 
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it  mole  &t  to  wash  the  'wounde  rather  with  water  thd  I 
Tinegar,  wherein  we  would  rather  have  wished,  on  tbvl 
other  side,  that  70U  had  better  conBiderod  that  featerinfa 
wounds  httd  more  need  of  corrosives  than  lenitin^^ 
Your  own  judgment  ought  to  have  taught  that  anch  >  'j 
slight  and  mild  kind  of  dealing  with  a  people  so  ini 
and  void  of  consideration  as  the  said  Eetatea  1 
showed  theroselves  towards  us,  is  the  re«dySI~ 
iucreaae  their  contempt." ' 

The  envoy  might  he  forgiven  for  belie 

any  rate  there  would  be  no  lack  of  corrDsiTes  orM 

BO  long  as  the  royal  tongue  or  pen  could  do  their  <r 

(M  the  unfortunate  deputies  had  found  to  their  ccsl  11 

their  lale  interviews  at  Greenwich,  and  as  her  ow 

envoys   in  the  Netherlands  were  perpetually   findiq 

now.*    The  Queen  was  especially  indignant  th«t  th 

Estates  should  defend  the  tone  of  their  letteni  to  Ik 

£arl   on  the  ground   that   he  had   written   a  piqnU 

epistle  to  them.     "  But  you  can  manifestly  see  thai 

I  untruths  in  naming  it  a  piquant  letter,"  said  Elizabed 

I  *■  for  it  has  no  eour  or  sharp  word  therein,    nor  an 

I  elanse  of  reprehension,  hut  is  full  of  gravity  and  gent] 

I  admonition.     It  deserved  a  thankful  answer,  and  so  ] 

I  nay  maintain  it  to  them  to  their  reproof."* 

'       The  States  doubtless  thought  that  the  Ions  of  Devcoita 

and,  with  it,  the  almost  ruinous  condition  of  three  a 

of  the  seven  Provinces,  might  excuse  on  their  piA 

little  piquancy  of  phraseology,  nor  was  it  easy  for  th 

to  express  gratitude  to  the  governor  for  his  grave  1 

gentle  admonitions,  after  he  hod,  by  his  secret  doonax 

.  of  24th  November,  rendered  himself  fully  ntipoun 

1  tat  the  disaster  they  deplored. 

She  expressed  unboundetl  indignation  with  Hohoel 

Trho.  as  she  was  well  aware,  continued    to  cherii^ 

I  deadly  hatred  for  Leicester.     Esjieciallj'  she  1 

E rated,  and  with  roa^on,  by  the  aeeertion  the  Ccn 
i  made  coDccming  the  governor's  murderoua  deaig 
upon  him-  "  'Tis  n  matter,"  said  the  (Jueon,  "aOM 
and  dishonourable  that  doth  not  only  touch  greatly  ll 
credit  of  the  Knrl,  but  alw  out  own  honour,  to  w 
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i)w  who  luitli  been  nourished  and  brought  up  by  us, 
mil  of  wltuiii  we  lutve  loiide  show  to  the  world  to  Lhvb 
ettraordiuttrU.v  fnvoured  sbuve  any  other  of  our  own  eub- 
jtrts,  and  used  his  Ber\-ice  in  those  countries  in  a  place 
d  that  repTilation  be  betd  there,  stand  charged  with  so 
burrible  nud  unworthy  a  crime.  And  therefore  our 
pleasnTo  is.  even  aa  you  tender  the  continuance  of  our 
6vour  towards  you,  that  you  seek,  by  all  the  means  you 
iniiy,  examining  the  Count  HolJock,  or  any  other  party 
in  this  matter,  to  discover  and  to  sift  out  how  thia 
QViiuious  imputation  hath  been  wrought ;  for  we  have 
nutia  to  think  that  it  hath  grown  out  of  some  cun- 
■UDg  duvieo  to  stay  the  Earl's  coming,  and  to  dis- 
coutagd  him  from  the  continuance  of  his  service  in 
tlnM)  countries." ' 

And  there  the  Queen  was  nndoubtedly  in  the  right. 
Hohenlo  was  resolved,  if  possible,  to  make  the  Earl's 
gtivemment  of  the  Netherlands  impossible.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  atory,  however  ;  and  all  that  by  tlie  most 
diligent  "sifting"  could  ever  be  discovered,  and  all 
that  the  Count  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  confoaa,  was 
ui  opinion  expressed  by  nim  that  if  he  had  gone  with 
Leicester  to  England,  it  might  perhapa  have  fared  ill 
with  liim.*  But  men  were  given  to  loose  tjklk  iit  those 
conntrios.  Tburc  was  great  Ireodom  of  tongue  and  pen ; 
and  as  the  Eurl,  whether  with  justice  or  not,  had  always 
he«n  BOspecled  of  strong  tendencies  to  assaBsination,  it 
was  not  very  wonderful  that  so  reckless  an  individual 
u  Hohenlo  should  promulgate  opinionson  such  subjects 
without  much  reserve.  "  The  number  of  crimes  that 
have  been  imputed  to  me,"  said  Leicester,  "  would  be 
incomplete,  hod  thia  calumny  not  been  added  to  all 
preceding  ones."*  It  is  possible  that  assassination, 
eapecislly  poisoning,  may  have  been  a  more  common- 
plibce  affair  in  those  days  than  our  own.  At  any  rate, 
it  is  certain  that  aocnsations  of  such  crimes  were  of 
ordinarv-  uccurrence.  Men  were  apt  to  die  suddenly  if 
they  b.i*l  mortal  enemies,  and  people  would  gossip.  At 
the  very  aame  moment,  Leicester  was  deliberately 
accused    not  only    of    murderous    intentions    towards 
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Holiealo,  but  towards  Thomas  Wilkee  and  Count  I^»ii 

"William  of  NasBftu  littewiBe.     A  trumpeter,  arrested  in 

Friealand,  had  just  coofesBed  tLat  he  had  boen  employed 

by    the    Spaninh   governor    of  that  province,  Colonel 

Verdugo,  to  murder  Count  Lewis,  and  that  four  other 

persons  had  bees  cntniBted  wilh  the  same  commissliin. 

The  Count  wrote  to  Verdngo,  and  received  in  reply  a 

.  jndignant  denial  of  the  charge.     "  Had  I  heard  of  snoll 

I  s  project,"  aaid  the  Spaniard,  "  I  would,  on  the  coft 

•  trary,  have  given  you  warning.     And  I  give  you  oi 

BOW."     He  then  stated,  as  a  fact  known  to  him  on  m 

queBtionable  autliority,  that  the  Earl  of  Leiceet^r  hA 

assassins  at  that  moment  in  his  employ  to  take  llie  lift 

of  Count  Lewis,  adding,  that  as  for  the  trumpeter.  *lM 

had  just  been  hanged  for  tJie  crime  suborned  by  tbi 

writer,  he  was  a   most  notorious  lunatic.     In  rqilyr 

LewiR,  while  he  ridiculed  this  plea  of  insanity  Ktnk 

for  a  culprit  who  had  confeaned  his  crime  succnnotlywH 

Toluntarily,  expressed  great  contempt  for  the  oounlep 

I  ^arge  against  Leicester.     "His  Excellency ,"  t«id  tiN 

I  cturdy  little  Count,  "  is  a  virtuous  gentleman,  tlic  mod 

r  fious  and  God-fearing  I  have  ever  known.     ]  am  vci] 

I  inre  that  he  could  never  treat  hia  euomies  in  the  ms 

I  ner  slated,  much  less  his  friends.     Aa  for  yonraelf.  Bu] 

f  God  give  me  grace,  in  requital  of  your  knavish  trick.  * 

<    make  such   a  war  upon  yon  as  becomes  an  i 

soldier  and  a  man  of  honour.' 

Thus  there  was  at  least  one  man- — and  a  mi 
portant  one — in  the  opposition-party  who  thorough^ 
oolioved  ill  the  honour  of  the  govemor-genenJ. 

The  Queen  then  proceeded   to  leoture  Lord 
hurst  very  severely  fur  having  tolerated  an  instaat  ll 
States'  proposition  to  her  for  a  loan  of  50.000/,     "Tl 
•nemy,'  she  obser\'ed,  "  is  quite  unable  to  attvmpt  ti 
liege  of  any  town."' 

Buckhnrst  was,  however,  iimtmcted,  in  case  I] 
itates'  million  should  prove  insufficient  to  enablo  tl 
army  to  make  head  ngniuKt  the  enemy,  and  in  the  tit 
of  "any  alteration  of  th«  giH>d-wilI  of  thencopI«towu 
her,  caused  by  her  not  j-iolding,  in  this  their  nocfisai^ 
some  convenient  support,"  to  let  them  then  undcntuH 
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**  M  of  himself,  that  if  they  would  be  satisfied  with  a 
loui  of  ten  or  fifteen  thousand  pounds,  lie  would  do  hifl  bett 
endeavour  to  draw  her  Majeety  to  yiald  unto  the  fur- 
nishing of  Bach  a  fium,  with  Assui'od  hope  to  obhuu 
the  same  at  lier  hands."  ' 

Tnilj-  Walsingliam  wa«  right  in  saying  that  charges 
of  any  kind  wero  difficult  of  digestion.  Yet,  even  at 
that  nwnient,  Elizabeth  bad  no  more  attached  nubjects 
m  England  than  were  tlie  burghers  of  the  Netherlands, 
who  were  ae  anxious  as  ever  to  annex  their  territory  to 
tier  realms. 

llius,   having  expressed  an   affection  for   Leicester 

which  no  one  doubted,  having  once  more  thoroughly 

trowbeatea  the    States,  and  having   soundly  lectured 

I'lickliurst — as  a  requital  fur  his  successful  efforts  to 

'nKg  about  a  more  wholesome  condition  of  affairs — she 

- 1\  e  the  envoy  a  parting  stab,  with  this  postscript : — 

There  is  small  disproportion,"  she  said,  "betwixt  a 

' .  li  who  uaeth  not  wit  because  he  hath  it  not,  and  him 

iiit  nseth  it  not  when  it  should  avail  him."'  LeiPOKter, 

'  -I,  was  very  violent  in  his  attacks  upon  Buckhnrsl, 

llio  envoy  had  succeeded  in  reconciling  Hohenlo  with 

II';  brothers  Norris,  and  had  persuaded  ^ir  John  to  offer 

III.'  Iiand  of  friendship  to  Leicester,  provided  it  wero 

lire  of  being  accepted.     Yet  in  this  desire  to  conciliate, 

ill*  Earl  found  renewed  cause  for  violence,     "  I  would 

'.ivii  had  more  regard  of  ray  Lord  of  Buckhurst,"  he 

'!'i,  "  if  iho  case  had  been  between  him  and  Norris, 

■III  I  must  regard  my  own  reputation  the  more  that  I 

■  ij  others  would  impair  it.     You  have  deserved  little 

!"(ntB  of  me,  if  I  must  deal  plainly,  who  do  equal  me 

lii'.T  this  sort  with  him,  whose  beat  place  is  colonel 

iiiiier  me,  and  once  my  servant,  and  preferred  by  ino  to 

'I  iiononrable  place  he  had."^     And  thus  were  onter- 

:r  1-1.18  of  great  moment,  intimately  affecting  the  safety 

>'  Ilollauii,  of   England,  of  all    Protestantism,   to  ho 

T.Li*[iendod  between  triumph  and  niin,  in  order  liiat  tho 

l^^^eea  of  one  individual — one  Queen's  favourite— might 

j^BUadulgrd.     The  contempt  of  an  insolent  grandee  for 

^^^BltiRgiushed  commander — himself  the  son  of  a  Baron, 

^^^^»Bl   U   DwUianl.  3  HiJ   iJIS.        ■  IflcFstn-    in    RnHthorat,   3U  Aprt!, 
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with  a  mother  the  dear  friend  of  hor  Bovercigu — waa  to 
endanger  the  existence  of  groat  commonwoalths.  Can 
the  Jnflnence  of  the  indrndnal  for  good  or  Iwd  upon 
the  destinies  of  the  race  be  doubted,  when  the  chur&cleni 
and  conduct  of  Elimbeth  and  Leicester,  BnrgUey  and 
Walsingbani,  Philip  »nd  Parma,  are  closely  scmlinixcd 
and  brwidlf  traced  throughout  the  wide  range  uf  llteir 
effects  ? 

"  And  I  must  now,  in  your  Lordship's  sight,"  ood- 
tinniL-d  Leicester,  "  be  made  a  counsellor  with  this  com' 
panion,  who  never  yet  to  this  day  hath  done  so  mnch 
as  take  knowledge  of  my  mislike  of  him ;  no,  not  to  My 
this  much,  which  I  tliini  would  well  become  his  better, 
that  he  was  sorry  to  hear  I  had  mislike  to  him.  that  ho 
desired  my  suspension  till  he  might  cither  epealc  with 
me,  or  be  chai^d  from  me,  and  if  thea  ha  were  not 
able  to  eatisfy  me,  he  would  ai^knowledge  his  fault,  and 
make  me  any  honest  satislaction.  This  manner  of  deal* 
iug  would  have  been  no  disparagement  to  hid  better. 
And  even  so  I  mnst  think  that  your  Lordship  doth  ina 
wrong,  knowing  what  you  do,  to  make  so  little  diffei- 
encB  between  John  Norris,  my  man  not  long  maoc,  and 
aow  but  my  colonel  under  mc,  as  though  we  were  cqual& 
And  1  cannot  but  more  than  marvel  at  this  ^ourprooeed' 
ing,  when  I  remember  your  promises  of  fneudikhip,  u>d' 

your  opinions  resolutely  aot  down You  wan 

so  delormined  before  you  went  henco,  but  mnat  Iutc' 
become  wouderfully  enamoured  of  tlioso  men's  unknown' 
virtuOB  in  a  few  days  of  aoquaiiitance,  from  tho  altcn*' 
tion  that  is  grown  by  thmr  own  coraiuendations  u(' 
thomselves.  You  knew  very  well  that  all  thu  wurU 
should  not  make  me  servo  with  John  Norris.  Your' 
sudden  change  &om  mislike  to  liking  has,  by  coiuie* 
quence.  presently  cast  disgrace  upon  me.  But  all  !*•, 
not  gold  that  glitters,  nor  every  shadow  a  porfoot  n-> 
preet<ntation.  ....  Yon  knew  ho  should  not  si 
with  me,  but  either  you  thought  me  a  very  incotwIMMi 
man,  or  elso  a  very  simple  soul,  resolvine  with  you  aav 
I  did.  for  you  to  take  the  course  you  nave  ooBOi.''' 
Ho  felt,  howover,  quite  strong  in  her  Majesty's  bTunr. 
tlo  know  himself  her  &Toante,  beyond  all  cluutco  or 
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chaise,  and  was  sure,  so  long  as  either  lived,  to  thrust 
Lis  eueinies,  by  her  aid,  into  outer  darknetia.  Woe  to 
Bnckliurat,  and  Norris,  and  VVilfeea,  and  all  others  wlio 
consorted  with  his  enemies.  Let  thom  flee  from  t]ie 
wrath  to  come  I  And  truly  they  were  only  too  ansioua 
lo  do  so,  for  they  knew  that  Leioester'B  hatred  waa 
poieonoUB.  "  He  ie  not  so  facilo  to  forget  as  ready  to 
revenge,"'  said  poor  Wilkee,  with  neat  alliteration. 
"  My  very  heavy  and  mighty  adversary  will  disgrace 
and  undo  me."* 

"  It  auffioelb,"  continued  Leicester,  "  that  her 
HaJcBly  doth  find  my  dealings  well  enough,  and  eo,  I 
trnat,  will  graciously  use  me.  As  for  the  reconciliationa 
and  love-daja  you  have  roado  there,  truly  I  have  lihcd 
well  of  it :  for  you  did  show  me  your  disposition  therein 
before,  and  I  allowed  of  it.  and  I  had  received  letters 
both  from  Count  Maurice  and  Bohenlo  of  their  humility 
luul  kindncGs,  hut  now  in  your  last  loiters  you  eay  they 
have  uttered  the  cause  of  their  mislike  towards  me, 
whifh  yon  forbear  to  write  of,  looking  so  speedily  for 
my  retnm."' 

But  the  Earl  knew  well  enough  what  the  secret  waa, 
for  had  it  not  been  specially  confided  by  the  judicious 
Burtholonicw  to  Atye,  who  had  incontineufly  told  his 
master  ?  "  This  pretence  that  I  should  kill  Hohenlo," 
cried  Leicester,  "  is  a  matter  properly  foisted  in  to 
bring  me  to  choler.  I  will  not  miffor  it  to  rest  thus. 
Its  authors  shall  be  duly  and  severely  punished.  And 
albeit  1  see  well  enoujth  the  plot  of  this  wicked  device, 
yet  shall  it  not  itork  the  effect  the  devisers  have  done 
it  for.  No,  my  Lord,  bo  is  a  villain  and  a  fake,  Ij'ing 
knave  whosoever  he  be,  and  of  what  nation  soever,  that 
hath  forged  this  device.  Count  Hohenlo  doth  know  I 
'&r  gave  him  cause  to  fear  mo  so  much.  There  were 
1  and  means  offered  me  to  have  quitted  him  of  the 
itiy  if  I  had  so  liked.  This  now  monstrous  villany 
which  is  now  foiuid  out  I  do  hate  and  detest,  as  I  would 
look  for  tJie  right  judgment  of  God  to  fall  upon  myself, 
if  I  had  but  once  imagined  it.  All  this  makes  good 
proof  of  Wilkes's  good  dealing  with  me,  that  hath  heard 
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of  flo  vile  and  villanous  a  reproaoh  of  me.  and  npYer 
gave  me  knowledge.  But  I  trust  your  Lordehip  lAvll 
receive  her  Majeety'e  order  for  tliis,  as  for  &  nutter  tlut 
touchetli  herself  in  hoaour,  and  mo  her  poor  aervsnl 
and  minister,  as  dearly  as  any  matter  can  do  ;  and  I  will 
BO  take  it  and  use  it  to  the  nttcrmost."  ' 

Wo  have  seen  how  anxiously  Buekhnrst  bad  abivea 
to  do  hia  daty  upon  a  most  difficult  miuion.  Wa«  it 
luinatuial  that  eo  fine  a  nature  as  bia  akould  be  dis- 
heartened, at  reaping  nothing  but  sneers  and  contumely 
from  the  haughty  sovereign  he  served,  and  from  the 
ineolont  favourit*  who  controlled  her  conncils.  "  I 
beseech  yonr  Ijordehip,"  he  said  to  Bm^ley,  "keep 
one  ear  for  me,  and  do  not  boxtily  condemn  me  befora 
you  bear  mine  answer.  For  if  I  ever  did  or  sball  do  bb^ 
acceptable  service  to  ber  Majesty,  it  was  in  the  stay  and 
appeasing  of  these  countries,  ever  ready  at  my  coming 
to  have  cast  off  all  good  respect  towards  us,  and  to  hava 
entered  even  into  some  deapemte  cause.  In  the  u 
time  1  am  hardly  thought  of  by  her  Majesty,  and  in 
opinion  condemned  before  mine  answer  be  undenrtcKML 
Therefyro  I  beseech  you  to  help  me  to  return,  and  not 
thus  to  lose  her  l^Iajesty's  favour  for  my  good  deeei% 
wasting  here  my  mind,  body,  my  wit«,  wealth,  and  all. 
with  continual  toila,  cares,  and  troubles,  more  than  1 
um  able  to  endure." ' 

But  l)08tdos  hie  instmctJous  to  smooth  and  expoetiilata^ 
in  which  he  had  succeeded  so  well,  and  had  beoa  le* 
qui  ted  ho  ill,  Buckhurst  had  reoeived  a  still  mon<  difficidl 
commission.  He  had  been  ordered  to  broach  the  snUcOl 
of  peace,  aa  delicately  m  jHtssiblo,  but  without  deUj  | 
first  sounding  tlie  leading  politiciana,  inducing  them  U^ 
listen  to  tlie  Queon's  suggestions  on  tlie  stibjvot,  pti 
snading  them  that  they  ought  to  be  satisfied  with  tLi 
principles  of  the  piii.n  Real  ion  of  Ghent,  and  tliat  it  wa 
hopeless  for  Uiu  Pixivino(«  to  continue  the  war  wid 
their  mighty  adversary  any  longer,' 
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Most  relnctantly  had  Bockhnrst  fulfilled  liis  sove- 
reign's ciammandB  in  this  disastrous  ooutse.  To  talk  to 
the  Hollandore  of  the  Ghent  pacification  seemed  puerile. 
That  memorable  treaty,  ten  years  before,  had  been  one 
t'f  the  great  landmarks  of  progress,  one  of  tho  groat 
nchievements  of  William  ihe  Silent.  By  its  provisione, 
pablie  exercise  of  the  refonaed  religion  Imd  been  secured 
for  the  two  Provinces  of  Holland  and  Zeeland,  and  it 
hud  been  agreed  that  the  secret  practice  of  those  rites 
shonld  be  olaewhere  winked  at,  until  such  time  as  the 
Stales-General,  under  the  auspices  of  I'hilip  II..  nhould 
otherwise  ordain.  But  was  it  conceivable,  that  now, — 
lifter  Philip's  authority  had  been  solemnly  abjured,  and 
tl)e  reformed  wor^p  had  become  the  public  dominant 
religion  throughout  all  the  Provinces, — the  whole  re- 
jnililic  should  return  to  the  Spanish  dominion,  and  to 
mtch  toleration  as  might  be  sanctioned  by  on  a:4sembly 
professing  loyalty  to  the  Most  Catholic  King? 

Bnckhurst  bad  repeatedly  warned  the  Queen,  in  fervid 
■od  eloquent  language,  as  to  the  intentions  of  Spain. 
"There  was  never  peace  well  made,"  he  observed, 
"without  a  mighty  war  preceding,  and,  always,  the  sword 
b  hand  is  the  best  pen  to  write  the  eonditiona  of  peace." 

"If  ever  prince  had  cause."  he  continued,  "to  think 
himself  beset  with  doubt  and  danger,  you,  sacred  Queen, 
Wve  most  just  cause  not  only  to  think  it,  but  e 
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eertainly  to  believe  it.  The  Pope  doth  iaiij  plot 
DOthing  else  bat  how  he  may  bring  to  |»n  yaai  utter 
orerthiijw;  the  French  King  ba^  already  sent  yoU 
threateningB  of  revenge,  and  though  for  that  pretended 
canse  I  think  little  will  ensue,  yet  he  in  blind  that  Be«th 
not  die  mortal  dislike  that  boileth  deep  in  his  bcart  for 
uther  rcBpectfi  agaiust  yon.  The  S<:ottiah  King,  not 
only  in  regard  of  his  fiitare  hope,  but  also  by  reaann 
of  some  over-conceit  in  hia  heart,  may  bo  thot^t 
a  dangerous  neighbour  to  yon.  The  King  of  Spain 
armeth  and  extendeth  all  hia  power  to  miu  both  yon 
and  your  estate.  And  if  the  Indian  gold  have  corrupted 
also  the  King  of  Denmark,  and  made  him  likewise 
Spamsli,  as  I  marvellously  fear ;  why  will  not  your 
)lajesty,  beholding  tne  Aamea  of  your  enemies  on  every 
side  kindling  around,  uninck  aU  yoar  coffer*  and  oanvert  yimr 
treature  Jar  the  advajiang  nf  Korlhg  mm,  and  for  the  anmny 
of  tkipj  and  men-of'itar  that  may  deft  id  yov,  sine*  prwcM* 
tniuurer  serm  md'j  to  that  end,  and,  tit  tluy  neoer  to  f<Ul  or 
so  full  m  t/ttir  dieuls,  can  iio  iruyj  go  dtfmd  t/iem  ? 

"  Tlie  eternal  God.  in  whose  hands  the  hearts  of  Idi^ 
do  rest,  dispose  and  guide  your  aacred  Blajcsty  to  do 
that  which  may  be  most  according  to  His  ble'Aed  will, 
and  best  for  you,  as  1  trust  he  will,  even  for  His  were v's 
sake,  both  toward  your  Majesty  and  the  whole  ralm 
of  England,  whoso  desolation  is  thus  sought  and 
compassed."  ' 

Was  this  the  language  of  a  mischievous  intriguer,  wbo 
was  sacrificing  the  true  interests  of  his  country,  and 
whose  proceedings  were  justly  earning  for  liim  relmke 
and  disgrace  at  the  hnnd»  of  his  suveroign  ?  Or  waa  it 
rather  tlie  nohle  advice  of  an  upright  statesman,  a  lover 
of  his  country,  a  faithfiil  servant  of  his  (Juoen,  who 
had  looked  tlirough  the  atmosphere  of  falM'hood  in 
wliich  ho  was  doing  his  work,  and  who  hnd  dptoct«l, 
with  rare  eagaoity,  the  secret  purposes  of  those  who 
woro  then  misntling  the  world? 

Kuckhnrst  had  no  chiPice.  however,  but  to  obey.  His 
private  oflforts  were  of  conrsc  fruitless,  but  ho  announced 
to  hor  Mi^osty  that  it  was  his  intention  verj-  shortly  1o 
bring  tho  matter— according  to  her  wish— befuro  the 

■  llDiUiiinllaIli*quni,U  Jprll.  lut.    (lit.  »tu.<Ii1tH,C.U.  | 
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tut  Elizabeth,  seeing  that  her  counsel  had  been  un- 

B  and  her  notion  iirematiire,  turned  upon  her  envoy, 

*  e  was  apt  to  do,  and  rebuked  him  for  his  obedience, 

~K>  soon  as  obadience  had  prored  inconvenient  to  herself. 

■'  Having  perused  your  letters,"  she  said,  "  by  which 
you  80  at  largo  debute  unto  us  what  you  have  done  in 
the  matter  of  peace  ...  we  find  it  strange  that  you 
should  proceed  further.  And  allhoughwe  had  given 
you  full  and  ample  direction  to  proceed  to  e,  piiblic 
dealing  in  that  cause,  yet  your  own  discretion,  seeing  the 
dilSeuItiee  and  dangers  that  you  yourself  saw  in  the 
propounding  of  the  matter,  ought  to  have  led  you  to 
delay  till  further  command  from  ue." ' 

Her  Majesty  then  instructed  her  envoy,  in  case  he 
had  not  yet  "  propounded  the  matter  in  the  state-house 
U>  the  general  aasombly,"  to  pause  entirely  until  he 
beard  her  further  pleasure.  She  concluded,  as  usual, 
with  a  characleriatic  postscript  in  her  own  hand. 

"Oh!  weigh  dee  pi  ler  this  matter."  she  said,  "than, 
with  eo  shallow  a  judgment,  to  spill  the  cause,  impair 
my  honour,  and  shame  yourself,  with  all  your  wit,  that 
•rnce  was  supposed  better  than  to  loae  a  bargain  for  the 
handling."* 

Certainly  the  sphinx  could  have  proptiunded  no  more 
piizzling  riddles  than  those  which  Elizabeth  thus  sug- 
gested to  Bnckhurst.  To  make  war  without  an  army, 
lo  support  on  array  without  pay,  to  frame  the  hearts  of  a 
whole  people  to  peace  who  wei^  unanimous  for  ■^r,  and 
this  withont  saying  a  word  cither  in  private  or  public  ; 
to  dispose  the  NetherlandeTB  favourably  to  herself  and 
to  Leicester,  by  refusing  them  men  and  money,  brow- 
beating thom  for  asking  for  it,  and  subjecting  them  to 
a  course  of  perpetual  insults,  which  she  called  "corro- 
nives,"  to  do  all  this  and  more  seemed  difficult.  If  not 
lo  do  it  were  to  spill  the  cause  and  to  lose  the  batgain, 
it  was  more  than  probable  that  they  would  bo  spilt  and 
lost 

B  ambassador  was  no  (Ed i pus—although  a  man 

»  perceptions  and  brilliant  intellect— and  bo 

iploringly  to  a  wise  counsellor  for  aid  against  the 

jiitor  who  chose  lo  be  so  stony- faced  and  enigmatical, 
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"  Touching  the  matter  of  peace,"  said  he  to  Walaing- 
ham,  "  I  have  written  somewhat  to  Her  MajcHt;  in 
cipher,  so  as  I  am  sure  you  will  be  called  for  to  deciphu 
it.  Jf  you  did  kiune  hom  infinikli/  lier  Hajeiiy  did  at  ny 
dtpartare  mid  befmv—for  in  (Aw  mailer  of  peact  she  hatii 
upeciaSi/  used  me  thin  good  telide — ooiimuotd  we,  jn-ay  im,  wti 
persuade  me  to  furt/ier  and  hanten  the  same  with  oU  CAe  «pe(tf 
poii»ible  that  m^ht  be,  and  luno,  on  tlu  ollur  sile,  I  have  con- 
tiituaUy  been  the  nun  and  the  mean  that  haix  most  plaMf 
dehorted  her  from  nuch  post-haste,  and  that  sheahould  nevei 
make  good  peace  without  a  puissant  army  in  the  field. 
you  would  then  say  that  I  had  now  cause  to  fear  her 
displeasure  for  liting  too  sloie,  and  not  loo  forward.  And  aa 
for  all  the  reasons  which  in  my  last  lotters  are  set  down. 
her  Majesty  hath  debated  them  with  mo  many  times." ' 

And  thus  midsiimmer  was  fast  approaching;,  the  oom- 
raonwcolth  wati  without  a  regular  government,  Loiooeter 
remained  in  England  nursing  hia  wrath  and  preparing ' 
hia  schemes,  the  Queen  was  at  Greenwich,  eorresponding 
with  Alexauder  Famoee,  and  sending  riddles  to  Bnclc 
hurat,  when  the  enemy — who,  according  to  her  UajcR^, 
was  "quite  unable  to  attempt  the  siege  of  any  town  " — 
suddenly  appeared  in  force  in  Flanders,  aud  tnToated 
Sluj's.  Tliis  most  important  seaport,  both  for  the  des- 
tiny of  the  republic  and  of  England  at  that  oritiutl 
moment,  was  insufliciontly  defended.  It  was  quite  tbno 
to  put  an  army  in  the  Cold,  with  a  governor-general  t» 
couimand  it. 

On  the  5th  Juno  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  atet»- 
council  at  the  Hague.  Count  Maurice,  Hohenio,  and 
Moeurs  were  present,  besides  sevend  members  of  tlie 
Slates-General.  Two  propositions  were  before  the 
council.  Tlie  first  was  that  it  was  absolutely  ueoeMuy 
to  the  safety  of  the  republic,  now  that  the  enemy  kaa 
taken  the  field,  and  the  important  city  of  Sluya  ww 
beaiegod,  for  Prince  Maurice  to  he  appointed  cftptaln- 
general,  until  Hutih  time  as  the  Earl  of  Leicester  or  some 
other  should  be  sent  by  her  Majesty.  The  secoud  was 
to  confer  upon  the  state-conncil  the  snprcme  govern- 
meut  in  civil  affairs,  for  the  same  period,  aud  U>  repeal 
all  limitations  and  restnctioas  unou  the  powers  of  the 
council  made  secretly  by  the  Earl. 

'  Bnckbunl  lu  W*UB|huu,  19  Juu.  IMt.    iUr.  Uul  Otlli*.  D  L  »«.  MS.) 
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Chanoellor  LeoninuH,  "  tliat  gnive,  wise  uld  man," 
moyed  the  propontionH.  The  deputies  uf  the  Stutes 
ware  requested  to  withdraw.  The  vote  of  eaeii  cuiiii- 
taSba  was  demanded.  Bockhuret,  who.  as  the  Qiioeii'H 
repreeentative — tt^other  with  Wilkes  and  Jolin  Noiriit 
— )ud  a  seat  in  the  council,  refused  to  vote.  "  It  was  a 
matter,"  he  discreetly  obseired,  "  with  which  ho  had 
not  been  instructed  by  her  ^lajesty  to  intermtildlc." 
Norm  and  Wilkes  also  begged  to  be  excused  from  voting, 
and.  although  earnestly  urged  to  do  so  by  the  whole 
council,  persisted  in  ttieir  refusal.  Both  measuros  were 
Ihen  carried.' 

No  ooooer  was  the  vote  token,  than  an  English  courier 
«itand  the  council  chamber,  with  pressing  despatohes 
&>IQ  Lord  Leicester.  The  letters  were  at  once  read. 
The£arl  announced  his  speedy  arrival,  and  summoued 
~boLh  the  States-Oeneral  and  the  council  to  meet  him  at 
Itort,  where  hie  lodgings  were  already  taken.  All  were 
surprised,  hut  none  more  than  Buckhnrst,  Wilkes,  and 
3iorris  ;  for  no  intimation  of  this  sudden  resolution  had 
'been  received  by  them,  nor  any  answer  given  to  various 
propositions,  considered  by  her  Majesty  as  indispensable 
jreliminaries  to  the  governor's  visit.' 

The  coimcil  adjourned  till  after  dinner,  and  Buckhurst 
Jwld  conference  meantime  with  various  counsellors  and 
^puties.  On  the  reassembling  of  the  hoard,  it  was 
urged  by  Bameveld,  in  the  name  of  the  States,  that  the 
election  of  Prince  Maurice  should  still  hold  good. 
"■  Although  by  these  letters,"  said  he,  "  it  would  seem 
that  her  Majesty  bad  resolved  upon  the  speedy  return  of 
liis  Excellency,  yet,  inasmuch  as  the  counBela  and  reso- 
lotions  of  princes  arc  often  subject  to  change  upon  new 
occasion,  it  does  not  seem  fit  that  our  late  purpose  con- 
cerTiing  Prince  Maurice  should  receive  any  interruption," 

Accordingly,  after  brief  debate,  both  resolutions  vottd 
in  the  morning  were  confirmed  in  the  afternoon, 

'■  So  now,"  said  Wilkea,  "  Maurice  is  general  of  all 
the  forces,  d  qvid  sequilur  uesdmus."  * 

But  whatever  else  was  to  follow,  it  waa  very  certain 
th&t  Wilkes  would  not  stay.  His  great  enemy  had 
nruTii  his  destruction,  and  would  now  take  his  choice. 


l: 


kMS) 


240 


THE  CSITED  KETHEKLASDS,  Ca»r.  Xf. 


whether  to  do  him  to  death  himself,  or  to  throw  him 
into  the  clutch  of  the  ferocious  Hohenlo.  "  Aa  for  my 
owu  particular."  said  the  oonnsellor,  "  the  word  is  gn, 
whosoever  cometh  or  cometh  not," '  and  he  announced 
to  Walsingham  his  intention  of  departing  without  per- 
mission, should  he  not  immediately  receive  it  from 
Kugland.  '■  1  shall  Btay  to  he  dandled  with  no  Iotc- 
dj^ya  nor  leave -takings,"  he  ohaerved,' 


n-n  gdnilllH]  prlrau-ly.  on 
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But  Leicester  bad  delayed  his  coming  too  long.    The 

tooutry  fflt  that  it  had  tneeo  trifled  with  by  his  absenod 

— at  BO  cTilical  a  period^of   bcvbh  months.      It  was 

known  tuu  that  the  Qiti^en  was  seoretlj  treating  with  the 

uuemy,  and  that  Buiikhuret  had  been  privately  sounding 

leading  personages  upon    that  Biibjeot,  by  her  orders. 

'iliiH  had  caused  a  deep,  suppreesod  indignatius.     Over 

iiud  (iVE!r  again  hod  the  EngliiJi  govemmeut  been  warned 

M  to  the  ddugBf  of  delay.     "  Your  length  in  resolving," 

Wilkos  had  said,  "  wbatsoevor  your  secret  purpob*ea  may 

ln^  will  put  lis  t«  new  plunges  before  long."'     The  ■ 

luiaeion  of  BuckhurBt  was  believed  to  be  "but  a  stale, 

Iftvinz  some  other  intent  than  waa  expi-ensed."     And  at 

Wt,  tne  new  plunge  bad  been  fiiirly  taken.     It  seemed 

iiow  imposrable  for    Leieeater   to   regain  the  absolute 

inifioritr  whieh  he  covelod.  and  which  be  bad  for  a 

i>nof  sefisou  possessed.     Tho  StMtea-General,  under  able 

I'mleni,  bad  become  used  to  a  government  which  bad 

''•■en  forced  u])On  them,  and  which  they  had  wielded 

"iihsuc'ceea,     Holland*  and  Zeeland,  paying  the  whole 

'"ponse  of  the  war,  ft-e're  not  likely  to  endure  again  the 

'Mute  sovereignty  of  a  foreigner,  guided  by  a  back- 

'"^ini  couneil  of  reckless  politicians — most  of  whom  were 
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^KOOnHa).  ilul.  In  cw  bo  thouU 

■WifeCR  w  dig  n»nT°r>>aiiniit 

the  cMI  Hintu  In  Ifagland.  during  itac 
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unprincipled,  and  some  of  whom  had  hoim  proved  ti 
felons— and  estalilJBbed  at  Utrenht,  which  oontHlniteJ 
nolhing  to  the  geniiral  purse.  If  Leicester  vitk  reidlj 
onming.  it  seomod  certain  that  he  would  be  held  to  n 
knowledge  the  anciotit  constitution,  and  to  renjicot  tba 
eovereignty  of  the  States-General.  It  was  reeolved  ihut 
he  should  be  well  bridled.  The  sensations  of  Barneveld 
and  hie  pai't;  may  therefore  he  imagined,  when  a  privatd 
letter  of  Leicester  to  his  secretary—"  the  fellow  uamed 
tfunina,"  as  Gohenlo  called  him— ^having  been  inter- 
copted  at  ihis  moment,  gave  them  an  opportimity  tf, 
studying  the  Earl's  secret  tbmight^. 

The  Earl  informed  his  correspondent  that  be  wa, 
the  point  of  starting  fur  the  Netherlands.  He  ordered, 
him  therefore  to  proceed  at  once  to  reassure  those  whom 
he  knew  well  disposed  as  to  the  good  intentions  of  her 
Majesty  and  of  tlio  governor-general.  And  if.  on  tha, 
part  of  Lord  Buckhnrst  or  others,  it  should  be  iritimato 
that  the  Queen  was  resolved  to  treat  for  peace  with  tho 
King  of  Spain,  and  wished  to  have  the  opinion  of  thf, 
Netherlaudera  on  that  subject,  he  wis  to  say  Mlly  that 
Ijord  Buck/iunt  never  had  wy  such  chart/t,  and  that  heC 
Alajesty  had  not  been  treating  at  all.  She  had  only  bG«]^ 
attempting  to  sotmd  the  King's  iiiUtntions  towura*  th« 
Ketherlands,  in  case  of  any  aeoord.  ITaving  reeef  ' 
no  satisfactory  assurance  on  the  anbject,  her  Majesty 
determined  to  proceed  with  the  defence  of  these  conn- 
trios.  This  appeared  by  the  expedition  of  Ui-akeagalni 
Spnin,  and  by  the  return  of  the  Earl,  with  a  giwd  uum-« 
ber  of  soldiers  paid  by  her  Itlajcety  over  and  ^ove  hai 
ordinary  subsidy.' 

"You  are  also,"  said  the  Earl,  "to  toll  those  who  havft 
the  care  of  the  people  "  (the  ministent  of  the  reformej 
church  and  others),  "that  I  am  returning  in  the  confi- 
dence that  they  will,  in  future,  cause  all  past  difficultiM 
to  cease,  and  that  they  will  yield  to  me  a  leptiiud^ 
authority,  such  as  befits  for  administering  the  sovoroientj 
of  the  Pnivinoes,  without  my  being  obligid  to  cndttra 
all  the  oppositiuns  and  eonnt«rminings  of  the  Statos,  M 
in  titnos  post.  The  States  muMt  euiitcut  tliomselvrs  win 
iitfaintng  the  power  which  Ihey  claim  to  have  oxorcicad 

■  Mcnlar  la  Junlv.  flmnirkb.  II    jMn  Jleluta,  Ur,  lu.  HiwM.  VamJ^h 
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imder  the  goTomors  of  tie  Emperor  and  the  King, 
vfitliout  attempting  anything  farther  during  my  govern- 
m(>nt.  since  I  deeire  to  do  nothingof  importance  without 
the  advice  of  the  conncil,  whith  will  he  composed  legi- 
limalely  of  peraons  of  the  country.  You  will  also  tell 
Ibem  that  her  Majesty  commande  me  to  return  unless  I 
can  obtain  Irom  the  Statoa  the  authority  which  is  neoes- 
wry,  in  order  nnt  to  be  governor  in  appearance  only  and 
•m  pnpor.  And  I  wish  that  those  who  are  good  may  he 
»ppri»ffid  of  all  this,  in  order  that  nothing  may  happen 
I'"]  their  prejudice  and  min,  and  contrary  to  their 
M-ishes."  ' 

There  were  two  very  ohvious  commonta  to  he  made 
upon  tltis  document.  Firstly,  the  States — de  Jure,  as 
;l]...y  claimed,  and  ilefaoio  most  unijiiefitionably- — wore  in 
ilif  position  of  the  Emperor  nnd  King.  They  were  tho 
■■'•vf  reigns.  The  Earl  wiebod  them  to  content  themselves 
"irh  the  power  which  they  exercised  nndcr  the  Em- 
lnTor'a  govemore.  This  wax  lite  requesting  the  Emperor, 
nben  in  the  Netherlands,  to  consider  himself  subject  to 
Ws  own  governor.  The  aeoond  ohvious  reflection  was 
'!irit    the  Earl,    in  limiting  his  authority  by  a  Ktate- 

'imcil,  expected,  no  doubt,  to  appoint  that  body  himself 

-iLsho  had  done  before— and  to  allow  the  members  only 
'''!•■  ri^ht  of  talking  and  of  voting,  without  the  power  of 
enforcing  thctr  dccistims.  In  short,  it  was  very  plain 
tint  Leicester  meant  to  he  more  absolute  than  ever. 

Aa  to  the  flat  contradiction  given  to  Buckhnrst's  pro- 
Cwdin^  in  the  matter  of  peace,  that  statement  conld 
"wroely  deceive  any  one  who  had  Been  her  Majesty's 
letters  and  instructions  to  her  envoy. 

It  wan  also  a  siugnlarly  deceitful  course  to  bo  adojited 
tiy  Leicester  towards  Bacfcburst  and  towards  the  Nether- 
bods,  baaaaae  his  own  private  instructions,  drawn  up  at 
the  nue  moment,  exproasly  enjoined  him  to  do  exactly 
"i^  Bnokhurat  had  been  doing.  He  was  most  striotly 
•ad  Mmeatlr  commanded  to  deal  privately  with  all  aiich 
pemma  as  bad  influence  with  the  "  common  sort  of 
ptwvle,"  in  order  that  they  should  use  their  influence 
with  those  common  people  in  favour  of  peace,  bringing 
'■iridly  before  them  the  excessive  burthens  of  the  war, 
Ibcir  ioabUity  to  cope  wiih  so  potent  a  prince  as  I'htlip, 
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and  the  necessity  the  Queen  was  under  of  disconliDuiDg 
her  oontributionB  to  their  eupport.  He  wtis  to  make  the 
same  representations  to  the  StAteB,  and  he  waa  farther 
moBt  explicitly  to  inform  all  concerned,  that,  in  caw 
they  were  unmoved  by  tlieiie  snggestionB,  her  Majcely 
had  qmte  made  np  her  mtnd  to  accept  the  handtume 
ofTere  of  peat-e  held  out  by  the  King  of  Spain,  and  to 
leave  them  to  their  fate. 

It  seemed  scarcely  possiiblo  that  the  letter  to  Jmiim 
and  the  instmctioas  for  the  Earl  should  have  bet-n  dated 
the  same  week,  and  should  hiive  emanated  from  the 
same  mind ;  but  Buch  was  the  fact. 

He  wai^  likewise  privately  to  assure  Manrice  and 
Hohenlo — -in  order  to  remove  their  anticipated  oppow*- 
tion  to  the  peace — that  such  care  should  be  taken  in 
providing  for  them  as  that  "  they  should  have  no  jurt 
canae  to  dielike  thereof,  but  to  rest  Batis&ed  withal.' 

With  regard  to  the  nature  of  hia  authority,  ho 
instructed  to  claim  a  kind  of  dictatorship  in  everything 
regarding  the  command  of  the  forces,  and  the  distri- 
bution of  the  public  treasure.  All  offices  were  to  be  at i 
his  disposaL  Every  florin  contributed  by  the  State* 
was  to  be  placed  in  his  hands,  and  spent  occoiding  to 
his  single  will.  He  was  also  to  have  plenary  nower  to 
prevent  the  trade  in  victuals  with  tlic  enemy  liy  dtmih 
and  confiscation. 

If  opposition  to  anv  of  these  proposals  were  made  hj  , 
the  Suites-General,  lie  was  to  api>«al  to  the  States  of 
each  Provinoo,  to  the  towns  and  communities,  and  ID. 
case  it  should  prove  impossible  for  him  "  to  be  funtished 
with  the  desired  authority,"  he  was  then  instructed  t^ 
say  that  it  was  "  her  Majesty's  meaning  to  leave  tknn 
to  their  own  counsel  and  defence,  and  to  u-ilhdmw  tlw 
HUppoit  that  she  had  yielded  to  them ;  seeing  pbunljTi 
that  the  continuance  of  the  confused  govemmvnt  wnri 
reigning  among  them  could  not  but  work  their  miu." ' 

Both  these  papers  come  into  Bameveld'a  bands,, 
through  the  agency  of  Ortel,  the  Sfates'  envoy  in  Eng- 
land, before  the  arrival  of  the  Earl  in  the  Netherlands.* 

'  iMlTwllou  (m  Ibt  Eul  o(  Lctcn-  '  Bur,  IL  Hit,   Ki*.  in.     -  8r  iM 

Isr.so  JuM.  Itn.    Cumcud  bf  Lird  ^•f~'ntutIrfi»mirtiotiaiiJarf.-mat 

BiuYhlf]'  and  SecnUry    WiUtaKbun-  •"■T  OtVI  i  be  li  ■  t>i>l  bllK*."    LM< 

(S.P.0awlla)   OMiit«*B<>r,ILixl.  mur   U>  BnndiW.    Hih   Ai*.   Ut. 
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Of  oouree  the_v  soon  became  the  topics  of  escited  con- 
vonation  and  of  ftlaim  in  every  part  of  the  country. 
Buckhnrst,  touched  to  the  ([nick  by  the  refieotion  upon 
those  proceedings  of  his  which  had  been  eo  explicitly 
enjoined  upon  him,  and  so  reluctantly  undertaken,  ap- 
pealed eameBtly  to  her  Majesty.     Ho  reminded  her,  aa 
delicately  an  poawible,  that  her  houijnr,  as  well  as  his 
own,  waH  at  elako  by  Leieester's  insolent  disavowala  of 
her  authorised  amliassador.      He  besought  her  to  re- 
toetnber  "  wh«t  even  her  own  royal  hand  had  written 
Ui  tho  Duke  of  Parma ;"  and  how  much  his  honour  was 
interested  •'  by  the  disavowing  of  his  d(<sling8  about  the 
peaiie  begnn  by  her  Majesty's  oommitndmont,"     He  ad- 
jiirud  her  with  ronuh  eloquence  to  think  upon  tho  conse- 
quences of  Htirring  up  the  common  and  unstable  multi- 
mde  against  their  nilera;  upon  the  pomiciouB  eflects 
iif  alluwing  the  olergy  to  intlame  the  passions  of  the 
people  against  the  government.     "  Under  the  nsme  of 
■■iiifh  as  have  charge  over  the  people,"  said  Buckhurst, 
"n.-K  tinderstood  the  ministers   and  chaplains  of  the 
'-hiirchea  in  evoiy  town,  by  the  means  of  whom  it  seems 
tW  tiis  Lordship  tondeth  his  whole  purpose  to  attain  to 
tis desire  of  the  administration  of  the  sovereignty."    He 
"wirod  tho  Queen  that  this  Koheme  of  Leicester  to  seize 
"rtoally  upon  that  sovereignty  would  be  a  disastrous 
>"\v.    '■  Tho  States  are  resolved,"  said  he,  "since  your 
"  ijf>sty  ddth  refuse  the  sovereignty,  to  lay  it  upon  no 
""'itQre  else,  as  a  thing  contrary  to  their  oath  and  alle- 
-'iince  to  tht'ir  country."     He  reminded  her  also  that 
■ti"  Elates  had  been  dissatisfied  with  tlie  Earl's  former 
"''uinistration,  believing  tliat  he  had  exceeded  his  com- 
""■won,  and  that  they  were  determined  therefore  to 
'imit  his  authority  at  his  return.    "  Your  sacred  Majesty 
'nay  consider,"  he  said.  "  what  effect  all  this  may  work 
Atnvng  the  common  and  ignorant  people,  by  intimating 
tlul,  anless  they  shall  procure  him  the  administration 
of  inch  a  sovereignty  as  he  requireth,  their  ruin  may 
una."'      Buckhiii'st   also   informed   her  that  he  had 
dtipatched  Councillor  Wilkes  to  England,  in  order  that 
ho  miriit  give   more  ample    information  on  all  these 
iffftint  ny  word  of  mouth  than  could  well  be  written. 
It  need  luniUy  be  stated  that  Bameveld  came  down 

'  I.'-ukhiinluUMlJuccii,  IBjuuc.  IIBI.    (Drll.Mii>.0i]1it,C.l\.p.B\,Ua:i 
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to  the  Slates'-house  with  these  papers  in  hb  liand,  wii 
thunilered  against  the  delinquent  and  inlriguiug  gi> 
vemor  till  the  general  indignation  ruae  to  an  oliumiiig 
height.  False  statements  of  course  were  made  Id  Lai* 
center  as  to  the  substance  of  the  Advocale'e  diawarae. 
He  was  8aid  to  have  charged  ujwn  the  English  govent- 
ment  an  intention  to  seize  forcibly  upon  their  citi», 
and  to  trauefer  them  to  Spain  on  payment  of  the  s 
due  to  the  Queen  from  the  States,  and  f^;  have  docUnd 
that  he  had  found  all  this  treajran  in  the  secret  inslmo- 
tions  of  the  Earl.'  ButBamevold  had  rend  the  initrui.-- 
tions,  to  which  the  attention  of  the  ruailcr  has  just  been 
called,  and  had  strictly  stated  the  tnitJi,  which  iiu 
damaging  enongh,  without  need  of  exaggeration. 

1  Memoriil  In  fiDrgblcjr't  butd,  Sipt.  itmogs  l«  iU>  only  mL    T^li*> 

»»1.    KUUgnv  uid  BmI*  IB  Ibx  Lacdi,  nuUani.  Mdnnt  wlita  It*  npM  rf  ft 

llib  StpL  im.    l«l»alM  10  Bnr^Ity.  vopj  of  tnj  luinicUiiiu  ori  krtMBtili 

It  Aug.  Ite>.    Buna  la  une,  11  SipL  Uk  viHIjIdi  oI  wtili*  tka  ftat  IM 

lesi.    (S.  P. Office MSS.)  iiuwoiUiUutUH7«en  lt>  nntn 


'  li  tOrcei  u  I    Unrdi  thrDi  111."  he 

Ion ,-  ilkglDg    tatn,  ilv.  wt  m^,  Upt.  IL 
■nppliH  whtrb  t    Boon  Varulg)i,  IM.     > 
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^HEs  Dante  Lad  passed  through  the  third  circle  of  the 
^renio — a  desert  of  red-hot  sand,  in  which  lay  a  multi- 
tude of  victims  of  divine  wratli,  additionally  tortured  by 
■n  ever-dt;sceiidiijg  storm  of  fiery  flakcB — he  waa  led  hy 
•'Tgil  out  of  this  burning  wildemesa  along  a  narrow 
CSTiiKway.     This  path  whs  protected,  he  said,  against 

"  nhowerH  of  flame  by  tbo  lines  of  vapour  which  rose 
"ly  from  a  boiling  brook,     Even  by  such  sliadowy 

Iwnrks.  added  the   poet,  do  the  Flemings  between 

^and  and  Sruges  pratect  their  land  i^ninst  the  ever- 
""■satpniug  sea.' 

It  Was  ]ircci8cly  among  those  slender  dykes  between 
Kidsind  and  Bnigos  that  Alexander  Farnese  had  now 
pl*Med  oil  the  troops  that  ho  could  musler  in  the  field, 
'twaa  hia  determination  to  coinjuer  the  city  of  Sluys  ; 
'''r  (Kh  poHBeesion  of  that  important  seaport  was  noces- 
«7  for  him  as  a  basis  for  the  invasion  of  England, 
"■•icli  now  occupied  all  the  thoughts  of  his  sovereign 
Md  himself. 

Exactly  opposite  the  city  was  the  island  of  Eodzund, 
"nce  a  fair  and  fertile  territory,  %vith  a  city  and  many 
"pori^hing  villagea  iipon  its  surface,  but  at  that  epoch 
'luQiniKhcd  to  a  small  dreary  eand-baukhy  the  ouoioach- 
Oenta  of  the  ocean. 
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A  stream  of  inland  water,  rising  a  few  Icagut-s  to  tlw 
f!onth  of  Slnys,  divided  itself  into  many  brtLni.'heH  jnsl 
before  reaching  the  city,  converted  ihe  aurruundiiig 
territory  intu  u  miniatnro  arcliipelago^ — the  islandit  aS 
which  were  shifting,  treacheroiia  eand-banks  at  low 
water,  and  Bubmergod  ones  at  flood — and  then  widening 
and  doejwuiug  into  a  considerable  estnarr,  ojwned  for 
the  city  a  capacious  haibour,  and  an  excellent  although 
intricate  pagaage  to  the  aea.  The  city,  which  was  well 
biiilt  and  thriving,  waa  eo  hidden  in  ita  labyrinth  of 
canals  and  Btreomlete,  that  it  seemed  almost  as  difficult 
a  imtttcr  lo  find  Slnys  as  to  conquer  it.  Jt  afiordod  egb 
harbuur  for  five  hundred  largo  vuBsela;  and  its  powc*- 
aion,  therefore,  was  extremely  important  for  I'nnnK. 
ItesideB  these  natural  defoncee,  tite  place  was  also  jfi^ 
tecteil  by  fortificatioiiB,  which  were  as  well  constructod 
as  the  best  of  that  period.  lliBi'e  was  a  strong  mmpire 
and  many  towers.  ITiero  was  also  a  detadied  dtadel 
of  great  strength,  looking  ti>wai'dB  the  sea ;  and  then 
was  a  ravelin,  calbd  St.  Anne's,  looking  in  the  dircotion 
of  llniges.  A  mere  riband  of  dry  land  in  that  (juaittf 
waa  all  of  solid  earth  to  be  found  in  tUo  enviroaa  of 
Slnys. 

The  city  itaelf  stood  upon  firm  soil,  but  that  soil  iaA 
been  hollowed  into  a  vast  syRtem  of  snbterranoaii  nia^pe 
zincs,  not  for  warlike  purposes,  but  for  collars,  as  Slnjn 
hud  been  from  a  remut«  period  tJio  great  ontr«pdt  cf 
foreign  wines  in  tlie  Netherlands.' 

V\  hile  the  eternal  disputca  between  Leicester  and  tiw 
States  were  going  on  both  in  Holland  and  in  RngUnd, 
while  the  secret  negotiations  between  Alexander  Far" 
neee  and  Queen  Elizabeth  were  slowly  proccedtng  •& 
BniBsels  and  Greenwich,  the  Duke,  notii-ithstandiRC  thft 
destitute  condition  of  his  troops,  and  the  famina  wliieb 
]>revailed  throughout  the  obedient  rrovinccs.  had  m>, 
cci'ded  in  bringing  a  little  army  of  five  tfaoUMUid  fbot^ 
and  si;inethin^  less  than  one  tbuiiitand  hotno,  into  tb« 
lichl.'    A  jwrtion  of  this  force  lie  placed  under  the  eom^ 

UI-.  tu.    HnofH  Vm.  Bl.  Tiwr  u*  ml  •utnl  by  Fvh  m  ttt 

<  P»nii«  la  llilllp  II..  •  Adfr  IMt.  toum  in  U«  KMni.  Vftrni  U  tS» 

(AiH<.d.<KImBi.'j>i,MS)  Arfblvpi  bT  KlnuixH,    )Un«>  <|L  «4 

TWi    tf    »H   tuhwqnpinDr    t.it  «it>U»  HumUn  u  ■««>iiINiU<*  I*M. 

TMMH4.    ll  l>  luitKwililt.  bvm-  \tDtei  WIlUuH.  luniM',  la  •  IhUk  N 


niutid  of  the  yeteran  La  Motte.  That  dietingnisheil 
uimjidiguer  had  awtured  the  commander'in -chief  tliat 
t!u'  reduction  of  the  city  would  be  tm  easy  atihieveraunt.' 
Alexander  soon  declared  that  the  enterprise  was  ihe 
iiiost  difficult  one  that  ho  hail  ever  Trndcrlakun.'  Yet, 
'«■()  years  boforc,  he  had  carried  to  its  triumphant  con- 
^i'mion  the  famous  siuge  of  Antwerp.  He  statiuned  his 
own  division  npon  the  inte  of  KadKand,  and  etrengthiinud 
his  camp  by  additionally  fortifying  those  Bliadowy  bul- 
^rkb  by  which  the  island,  since  the  age  of  UanlC,  had 
eiitrencht*d  itself  against  the  assaults  of  ocean. 

On  the  otlier  hand,  La  Motte,  by  the  orders  of  kia 
chief,  had  succeeded  after  a  sharp  struggle  in  carrying 
ihu  fort  of  St.  Anno.  A  still  more  important  stop  was 
'he  surprising  of  Blonkenliei^,  a  small  fortified  place  on 
"^  cuttst,  about  midway  between  Ostend  and  Sluye,  by 
*hicli  the  sea  communications  with  the  fonuer  city,  for 
"ifl  relief  of  the  beleaguered  town,  were  internijited.' 

Pnnnu's  dcmonstratJonB  against  muys  had  commenced 
"^  Ihe  (arly  days  of  June.  The  commandant  of  the 
P'wo  was  Arnold  do  Groenevelt,  a  Dutch  noble  of 
■"•oiinit  lineage  and  approved  valour.  His  force  wa*, 
■f^ever,  very  meagre,  hardly  numbering  more  than 
fifnt  hundred,  all  NelhcrlandorH,  but.  counting  nm<tng 
5*  olficors  oevoral  moat  distinguished  ptTsonageH — 
Nicholas  de  Maulde,  Adolphua  de  Meetkerke  and  his 
younger  brother.  Captain  Ileraugiere,  and  other  well- 
•"ott'ii  partisans, 

On  tiie  ihrvatening  of  danger  the  commandant  had 
■""de  application  to  Sir  WiUiam  linaaell.  the  worthy 
"Uceeasor  of  Sir  Philip  Sidney  in  the  government  of 
''nshing.  He  had  received  from  him,  in  consequence, 
'>  reinforcement  of  eight  hundi-od  English  soldiers,  under 

VMS  niHbcUi.  KDl  rrom  Slgy i 
"^  pnv-t  of  Ihe  liugc,  Sft  0 

•  ■.-., .  .1.  k-  ivf"f.  in  |-r»n.  xiili  (our  0^">a.  R.  I.  p.  40,  MS.) 
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several  eminent  chieftains,  foremost  iLtnong  whom  wen 
the  faiiHius  WuUhraan  Roger  Williams,  Captain  Huntley, 
Baskei'ville.  Sir  Francis  Vero,  Ferdiuandu  Gorges,  and 
Captain  Hart,  This  combined  furoe.  however,  was  but 
a  aleniler  one,  there  being  but  sixteen  hundred  men  to 
protect  two  miles  and  a  half  of  rampart,  besides  Iha 
forts  and  mTolins,' 

Bat,  such  as  it  was,  no  time  was  lost  in  vnin  regrelsi 
The  sorties  against  the  besiegers  were   inceasant  and 
brilliant.     On  one  occasion  Sir  Fmnris  Vere — txmgpv 
caoua  in  the  throng  in  his  red  mantilla,  and  sapportoj 
only  by  one  hundred  Englishmen  aad  Dulcbmcik  undel 
Paptain  Baakerville— lield  at  bay  eight   companiw 
the  famons  Spanish  legion  called  the  Terzo   Vcijo, 
push    of  pike,    took  many  prisoners,    and    forcwl    t 
Spaniards  from  the  posiHon  in  which  they  were  c 
trenching  themselves.'      On  the  other  hand,  Fiunefll 
declared  that  he  had  never  in  his  life  witnessed  — 
thing  so  un£inching  as  the  courage  of  his  troops : 
ployed  an  tbey  were  in  digging  trenches  where  the  ad 
was  neither  land  nor  wat«r,  exposed  to  innndation  llj 
the  suddenly -opened  sluices,  to  a  plunging  fire  from  ti 
forts,  and  ti)  jterpetual  hand-to-hand  combat«  with  a 
active  and  fearless  fue,  and  yet  pumping  away  in  H 
ooffei^danis — which  they  had  invented  by  way  of  o] 
taining    a    standing -groimd    for    their    operatiuns — i 
steadily  and  sedately  rs  if  engaged  in  purely  pocifl 
employments*     The  liosieged  were  inspired  liy  a  ci 
rage  efjuatly  remarkable.      The   regular  garrimn  » 
small  enough,  but  the  bnrgliors  were  courugeous,  ■ 
even  tlie  women  ovganiz^-sl  tlieinselveii  into  a  band 
pioneera.     This  ooqw  of  amitjous,  led  by  two  femn] 
captains,  rejoicing  in  the  names  of  '  May  in  the  Hukri 
and  '  (.'atharine  the  Rose.'  actually  oonftructed  an 
portant  redoubt  between  the  citadel  and  the  lompturj 
which  received,  in  compliment  to  its  builders,  the  a] 
pellation  of  'Fort  Venus." 

The  demands  of  the  beleaguered  garrison,  boweva 
upon  the  States  and  upon  Loicostor  were  most 
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Captain  Hart  Rwam  tlirice  out  of  the  oity  with  letters  to 
tite  States,  to  the  ggveruor-^enerikl,  and  to  Queen  Eliza- 
betli:  audthe  same  peiilnuM  fent  was  performed  several 
times  by  a  NetLerland  olS<!er.'  The  besieged  meaut  to 
nil  their  lives  dearly ;  but  it  was  obviously  inipussible 
lor  them,  with  so  sleDdei  a  force,  to  resist  a  very  loDg 
time. 

"  Chtr  ground  is  great  and  our  men  not  so  many," 
wrote  Roger  Williams  to  bin  sovereign ;  "  bnt  we  trust 

iuGodiiiiil  ourvalour  todefend  it We  mean, 

with  Gud's  help,  to  make  their  downs  red  and  black, 
wd  to  let  out  every  acre  of  our  groond  for  a  thousand  of 
tlieir  lives,  besides  our  own." " 

The  \^'el8hlnan  was  no  brag^rt,  and  had  proved  often 
enough  that  he  was  more  given  to  performances  than 
pmnusea.  "  We  doubt  not  your  Majesty  will  succour 
«","  he  said,  "  fur  our  honest  mind  and  plain  dealing 
toward  your  roj-al  person  and  dear  country  ;"  adding,  as 
1  Ut  of  timely  advice,  "  lioyal  Majesty,  believe  not  over 
iniirli  your  peacemakers.  Had  they  their  mind,  they 
"i!l  not  only  undo  your  friends  abroad,  but,  in  the  end, 
JDur  royal  estate."' 

Cert.iiiily  it  was  Ironi  no  want  of  wholesome  warning 
fmm  wise  statesmen  and  blnnt  soldiers  that  the  Queen 
wm  VL-iil.uring  into  that  labyrinlh  of  negotiation  which 
tnij^lit  prove  so  treacherous.  Never  had  been  so  inoppor- 
'Ono  a  moment  for  that  princess  to  listen  to  the  voice  of 
Mm  wlio  was  charming  her  so  wisely,  while  he  was  at 
tiw  (Miaa  moment  batt«ring  the  place  which  was  to  be 
liu-  bsjiis  of  his  operations  against  her  realm.  Tier  delay 
in  Bending  forth  Leicester,  with  at  least  a  moderate  con- 
tingent, to  the  rescue,  was  most  pomicious.  Tho  States 
—ignorant  of  the  Queen's  exact  relations  with  Spain, 
"Wil  exaggerating  her  disingenuousnese  into  absolute 
prtiily  —  became  on  their  own  part  exceedingly  to  blame. 
There  is  no  doubt  whatever  that  both  Hollanders  and 
£n);lishmen  were  playing  into  the  hands  of  Parma  as 
adroitly  as  if  be  had  actually  directed  their  movement*. 
Deep  were  the  denunciations  of  Leicester  and  his  par- 
tiauui  by  the  States'  party,  and  incessant  the  complaints 

0,  Bof,  H.  WmUUM,  uW  nip,     las!.    [Bril.  Mm.,  0«11*  D.  I.  p.  «. 
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of  the  English  and  Dutch  troops  shut  ap  in  Slure  a^inst 
the  inactivity  or  treachery  of  Mnuriee  and  HoUenlo. 

"  If  Count  Maurice  and  his  base  brother,  the  Adioinl 
(Justiuiis  do  Nassau},  bo  too  young  to  govern,  miut 
Holland  and  Zeeland  lose  their  countries  and  toiRis  to 
make  them  expert  men  of  war?"  asked  Roger  WUlianu.' 
A  pregnant  question  certainly,  but  the  answer  was.  that 
by  suspicion  and  jealousy,  rather  than  by  youth  and 
inexperienea,  the  arms  were  paralyzed  which  shi>ald 
have  aaveii  the  garrison.  "  If  these  base  fellows  (Iho 
Slates)  will  mrike  ("nunt  Tlollocfc  their  instnimonl," 
continued  the  Welshman,  "  to  cover  and  niAintniu  tboir 
folly  and  lewd  dealing,  is  it  necessary  for  her  royal 
Majesty  to  suffer  it  F  These  are  too  gnuit  matters  to  he 
relienrsed  bymoj  but  hecaune  1  am  in  the  town,  and  do 
resolve  to  sign  with  my  blood  my  duty  in  serving  mj 
sovereign  and  country,  I  trust  her  Miyesty  will  pudon 
me.'"  Certainly  the  gallant  adventurer  on  whom  de- 
volved at  least  Imlf  the  work  of  dirooling  the  dofwnoe  of 
the  city,  had  a  right  to  cxpioas  his  opinions,  Had  ha 
known  tlio  whole  truth,  however,  tliosc  ojiinions  would 
have  been  modified.  And  be  wrote  atuid  the  smoke  asd 
tnnuoil  of  daily  and  nightly  battle. 

"  Yesterday  wasthofiftli  sally  we  made,"  heobserrel. 
"  Since  I  followed  the  wars  I  never  saw  valianter  cap- 
tains, nor  willinger  soldiers.  At  eleven  o'clock  lie 
enemy  entered  the  ditch  of  onr  fort,  with  trenches  upon 
wheels,  artillery-proof.  Wo  aalliod  out,  reciivcn»d  their 
trenche*.  slew  the  govomor  of  Dam,  two  Spanish  cap- 
tains, with  a  number  of  others,  repulsed  them  into  lliur 
artillery,  kept  tlie  ditch  until  yesternight,  and  will  ; 
r«oover  it,  with  God's  help,  this  night,  or  hIm  pay  ' 
dearly  for  it.  ....  I  core  not  what  may  bommo  tfT' 
me  in  this  world,  so  that  her  llajexty's  honour,  with  Um 
rest  t'f  honourable  good  friends,  lali  think  me  an  Aoa^ 

So  one  ever  doubted  the  sim})le-liearted  Wulshmaa's 
hunutty.  any  moro  than  bis  valour ;  but  tie  cunfldod  in 
the  candour  of  others  who  were  nomewhat  more  suphi^ 
ticulod  tlian  himself.  V\'heu  he  warned  hw  niyal 
MajoKly  against  the  peaeo-makeia.   it  «"a8  impoauUft 

•    Wim«ii(liiW>Mn«tnini.  "-^,1ttl.    (IML  Mni.  liITi^  C  d.  Mfc  m) 
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for  him  to  know  that  the  gi'cat  [leace-maker  was  Eliza- 
beth herself. 

After  the  eipirarion  of  a  month  the  work  had  become 
im«t  btigning.  ITie  enemy's  trciichoe  had  been  nd- 
Tanced  close  to  the  ramparts,  and  desperate  ciMiflicts 
wre  of  daily  occurrence.  The  tJpnnish  mines,  too,  had 
Wn  pushed  forward  towards  the  eitensiTe  wnne- 
WVBtns  below  the  city,  and  the  danger  of  a  vast  explo- 
^  or  of  a  general  aseniilt  from  bencatb  their  vbij'  feet, 
Kcmt^  to  tbe  inhabitants  imiuineut.  £ight  days  long, 
*ith  scarcely  an  intermission,  amid  those  sepulchral 
'Wilts,  dimly-lighted  with  torches,  Dutchmen,  English- 
w'^n,  Spaniards,  Italiann,  fought  luuid  to  liand,  with 
I'ike,  pistol,    and    dagger,  within  the   bowels  of   the 

MiMtntime  the  operations  of  the  States  were  not  com- 
mi^Twkble.  Tlie  ineradicable  jealousy  between  the  Lei- 
I'^itrinns  and  the  BameveldlanB  had  done  its  work. 
'Oiure  was  no  hearty  efibrt  for  tho  relief  of  Sluya.  There 
"ero  Koapicions  that,  if  saved,  the  town  would  only  he 
•^kn  po68CHaion  of  by  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  as  an  addi- 
"m«I  vantage-point  for  coercing  tho  countiy  into 
"ibjeotion  to  his  arbitrary  authority.  Perhaps  it  would 
I'l!  traoHferrod  tu  Philip  by  Elizabeth  as  ]>art  of  the 
pnce  fur  peace.  There  was  a  growing  feeling  in  Holland 
■'■"I  ZeeUuid,  that,  as  those  Provinces  bore  all  the 
'spenee  of  the  war,  it  was  an  impemiive  neccBflity  that 
'J'cy  ihould  limit  their  operations  to  tho  defence  of 
*^eir  own  «oil.  The  euspieions  as  to  the  policy  of  the 
'■"gliah  government  were  Rapping  the  very  foundations 
"f  llie  alliance,  and  there  was  small  diwposition  on  tho 
I«rl  of  the  Hollanders,  therefore,  to  protect  what  re- 
inaiued  of  Flandere,  and  thus  to  strengthen  the  hands 
"'Wwhom  they  were  beginning  to  look  upon  as  an 

Maurice  and  Hobenlo  made,  however,  a  foray  info 
"labiint,  by  way  of  diversion  to  the  siege  of  Sluys,  and 
"ins  compelled  Famese  to  detach  a  considerable  force 
"iHer  llanltepenne  into  that  country,  and  thei-eby  to 
*eaken  himself.     The  expedition  of  Maurice  was  not 

1.  4B«.»I1.  UdmD,  uM  >  Abr1*rRrpon  of  U»  PrMC»tlnE>'if 
L  udU.  M,  11-81  Hb-  lita  Esnlltnty  t-r  Ow  llfllr.t  ol  Sluji, 
lot.  seJulf,  IMI.    (tl.  F.  OCIlca  Utj.) 
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nosucccssfnl.  There  was  Gome  sharp  skinnisliing  be- 
tween Hohenlo  and  Hanllepcnne,  in  which  Ihc  LkUer, 
cm&  of  the  moBt  valuable  and  dist  jnguisheil  [rcDornls  on 
the  royal  side,  was  dofnaled  and  slaiu  ;  the  fort  of  En^l, 
near  Boie-le-Duo,  waa  taken,  and  tJiat  important  city 
itself  endangered ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  the  nontin- 
gent  on  which  Leicester  relied  from  the  States  to  nssist 
in  relieving  Sluys  was  not  forthcoming.' 

For,  meantime,  the  governor  general  had  at  last  been 
sent  bock  by  his  sovereign  to  the  post  which  he  hail  m 
«jii».  long  abandoned.  Leaving  Leicester  Houseon 
'.".ui,r  the  4th  July  (N.S.).  he  had  come  on  board  tlifl 
""'■  fleet  two  daya  afterwards  at  Margate.  He  wh 
bringing  with  him  to  the  Netherlands  three  thoustind 
fresh  infantry,  and  thirty  thousand  pounds,  of  whioli  biiib 
fifteen  thoneand  pounds  had  been  at  last  wrung  from 
Elizabeth  as  an  extra  loan,  in  place  of  the  mxty  thousand 
]>oiinda  which  the  Stales  hud  requested.  As  he  Bailed 
{iHst  Oatend  and  towards  Flushing,  the  Karl  was  u  ilncM 
to  tlic  constant  cannonading  between  the  besief^  city 
and  tJie  camp  of  Famese.  and  saw  that  the  work  could 
hardly  be  more  serious  ;  for  in  one  short  day  mor?  altota 
were  fired  titan  had  ever  been  known  before  in  a  single 
day  in  all  Parma's  experience.' 

Arriving  at  Flushing,  the  governor-general  vrae  well 
received  by  the  inhabitants;  but  Uie  mischief  which 
had  been  set  a-foot  six  months  before  had  dune  its  wni^ 
llie  ]iolitical  intrigues,  disputes,  and  the  conflicting 
[utrty-organizations,  have  already  been  set  in  groat 
detail  Ixifure  the  reader,  in  order  that  their  effect  raieht 
now  be  thoroughly  understood  without  espliinatuMi. 
Tlio  governor-gone  ml  came  to  Flushing  at  a  tooft 
critical  moment.  The  fate  of  all  the  Spanish  Kelber* 
lands,  of  Sluys.  and  with  it  the  whole  of  Fhilip  uid 
Parma's  great  project,  were,  in  Famcae's  own  language, , 
hanging  liy  n  tnroiid.' 

It  would  have  bean  possible — Iiad  the  tmnsactiona  of 
the  past  six  month.t,  ho  far  as  regarded  Holland  and  i 
l^ngfand,  l>ecn  the  reverse  of  what  they  lutd  been — W 

I  IW.  Udeno.  UimM,  BaMroillo.    -  IT.IM  (bMl."  < 
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wve  the  city,  and,  bya  cordial  and  imited  effort,  for  the 
iwi)  ccnintriee  to  deal  the  Spaniah  power  siich  a  blow 
Dint  BUiumer,  as  would  have  paralj'zed  it  for  a  loug 
tiuK.-  (o  come,  and  have  placed  both  commonwealths  ia 
:joniparative  aecurity. 

instead  of  all  this,  general  distniBt  and  mutnnl  jea- 
l^nisy  jirevailed.  Leicester  had.  previoiifcly  to  his 
<ii'parture  from  England,  summoned  the  States  to  meet 
'  iiii  at  Dort  upou  his  arrival,  ^ot  a  soul  appeared, 
'-iii.h  of  the  state-aoiincillDra  as  were  his  creatures 
'-line  to  him,  and  Count  Maurice  made  a  visit  of  cere- 
mony. Discussions  about  a  plan  for  relieving  the  siege 
became  mere  KCenos  of  bitkering  and  confusioii.  'J'he 
officers  within  Sluya  were  desirouB  that  a  fleet  sliould  ■ 
fiirce  its  way  into  the  harlxmr,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
the  English  army,  strengthened  by  the  contingent 
which  Leicester  had  demanded  from  the  States,  shonld 
ailvance  against  tlie  Duke  of  Parma  by  land.  It  was, 
in  truth,  the  only  way  to  snccour  the  place.  The 
Hcbeme  was  quite  practicable.  Leicester  recommended 
il.  the  HoUandora  seemed  to  favour  it.  Commandant 
Groenevclt  and  Hoger  Williams  urged  it. 

•■  I  do  assure  you,"  wrote  the  honest  Welshman  to 
Leiceetor,  "  if  you  will  come  afore  this  town,  with  as 
many  galliots  and  as  many  flatbottomed  boats  as  can 
cause  two  men-of-war  to  enter,  they  cannot  stop  their 
panagc,  if  your  mariners  will  do  a  quarter  of  their 
dEity  as  I  saw  tliera  do  divors  times.  Before  they  make 
their  entrance,  we  will  come  with  our  boats,  and  fight 
with  the  greatest  part,  and  thow  them  there  is  no  such 
gr^t  danger.  Were  it  not  for  my  wounded  arm,  I 
would  he  in  your  first  boat  to  enter.  Notwilhstanding, 
I  and  other  Englishmen  will  approach  their  hoats  in 
Mich  sort,  that  we  will  force  them  to  give  their  saker 
of  artillery  upon  wa.  If  your  Excellency  will  give  ear 
unto  those  false  lewd  fellows  "  (the  Captain  meant  tlie 
States-GeneralJ,  "you  shall  lose  great  opportunity. 
vViihin  ten  or  twelve  days  the  enemy  will  make  his 
biidge  from  Kailzand  unto  St.  Anne,  and  force  you  to 
iiraaard  battle  befure  you  succour  this  town.  Let  my 
J^ofd  Willotjghby  and  Sir  William  Eusstdl  land  at 
-'i'erhoven,  right  against  Kadzand,  with  4000.  and  en- 
h  hard  by  the  water-bide,  where  their  boat.s  ctfn  ■ 
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carry  them  victual  and  munition.  They  may  approach 
by  tren<;hes  withont  engaging  any  dniigeroi:G  llgnL  .... 
Via  dare  not  show  the  et!tat«  of  this  town  more  than  vt 
have  dune  by  Captain  H(>rto.  ^'e  mnst  fight  this  night 
wilhiu  our  rampart  in  the  fort.  Yon  may  ashiire  tl6 
world  here  are  no  Hamei-te.  but  valiant  cjijil 
valiant  soldiers,  each  m,  with  God's  help,  had  nithur  hsj 
buried  In  the  pluce  than  be  diagraoed  in  any  point  thalj 
teluugs  to  ench  a  number  of  men-of-war."  ' 

But  in  vain  did  the  govemoi*  of  the  plaoe, 
Arnold  Groenevelt,  assisted  by  the  rough  and  dirMl 
eloquence  of  Roger  \\  illiams,  urge  upon  the  Earl  (A 
Leicester  and  the  States-General  the  necetvdty  and  Ut^ 
practicability  of  the  plan  proposed.  The  fleet  never 
entered  the  harbour.  There  waa  no  \Mlliam  of  Oranga 
to  save  Antwerp  and  Sluj-e,  as  Leyden  had  onee  bwa. 
Bavud,  and  hia  son  was  not  old  enough  to  wnravcl  tin 
web  of  intrigue  by  which  he  was  surrounded,  or  to 
direct  the  whole  energies  of  the  couimi  in  wealth  lowardc 
an  all-im]M>rtant  end-  Leioeater  had  lost  all  influena 
all  authority,  nor  were  his  military  abilities  equal  to  Qti 
uoeasiuu,  even  if  he  liad  been  cordiully  obeyed. 

Ten  days  longer  the  perpetual  battles  uii  iho  n 
parts  and  within  iho  mines  continued,  the  plana  e 
veyeil  by  iho  bold  swimmer.  Captain  Hart,  lor  eav; 
tlio  place  were  stitl  unatleuipted,  and  tlio  oity  i 
tottering  to  its  fall,  "  Had  Captain  Hart's  wordti  taken 
place,"  wrote  Williams,  bitterly,  "we  had  been  aao 
oonred,  or,  if  my  letters  had  prevailed,  our  pain  haa 
been  no  peril.  All  wars  are  best  execuied  ia  Kf$ 
of  the  enemy.  .  .  .  The  lant  night  of  June  OOll 
July,  N.S.)  the  enemy  entered  thv  ditchc-s  of  our  fott  iai 
three  several  placea,  continuing  in  fight  Id  mine  and  OS 
rampart  for  the  space  of  eight  nights.  The  ninth  ] 
battered  us  furiously,  made  a  bieach  of  &ve  scorn  pao 
Knltahle  ft>r  honte  and  man.  I'hitt  day  ho  all«mptod  V 
in  all  plat-es  with  a  general  assault  fur  tho  i 
almost  fivo  hour*."" 


ba   n-tiiflntm«l  iIhI  Uum    (Brit  Miu 
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The   citadel  was  now  loet.     It  had  heen  p^Ilantly   ' 
dufcaded,  and  it  was  thenceforth  necessary  to  hold  the 
town  itself,    in  the  very  t«eth  of  an   over-      , 
"lielmii^  force.     "  We  were  forced  to  quit     ii  ""■ 
■I-  fort,"  said  Sir  Roger,  "  leaving  nothing       '* 

■  iiiiid  U8   but  bare   earth.     But  here  we   do  remain 

■  ^-ilutely  to  be  buried,  rather  than  to  be  diefaonoured 
<u  Uie  least  point."  ' 

I  It  wms  rtill  poaaihle  for  the  fleet  to  succour  the  city. 
"  I  do  ueure  you,"  said  Williams,  "  that  your  captains 
•■d  OftrinerB  do  not  their  duty  onlosH  they  ent*r  with 
M  great  loas  ;  but  yon  must  consider  that  no  icars  nuxij 
it  node  mthoat  dangrr.  What  you  mean  to  do,  we 
■"Wech  yon  to  do  with  expedition,  and  persuade  your- 
•elf  that  we  will  die  valiant  honest  men.  Your  Ek- 
"llency  will  do  well  to  thank  the  old  President  de 
^'"■tkcrk  for  the  honesty  and  valour  of  his  son."' 
'  ''jant  Maurice  and  hia  natural  brother,  the  Admiral, 
"'  undertook  the  succour  by  sea ;  but,  according  to 
'""  Leicestrians,  they  continued  dilatory  and  incom- 
'  ttiot  At  anyrate,  it  is  certain  that  they  did  nothing. 
''  last,  Parma  had  completed  the  bridge,  whose  con- 
struction was  8(1  ranch  dreaded.  The  haven  was  now 
I*Mloeed  by  a  strong  wooden  structure,  resting  on  boats, 
W  B  plan  siroilar  to  that  of  the  famous  bridge  with 
*hich  he  bud  two  years  before  bridled  the  Scheldt,  and 
*"ln_vg  was  thus  complnlely  shut  in  from  tlio  sea.  Fire- 
I'ifi:*  were  now  conelructed,  by  order  of  Leicester — 
■Me  imitations  of  the  floating  volcanoes  of  Gianibelli — 
"I  it  was  agreed  that  they  should  be  aont  against  the 
'  ''"1\^  with  the  first  flood-tide.  The  propitious  moment 
'  'T  seemed  to  ari'ive,  however,  and,  meantime,  the 
liwna  of  Flushing,  of  their  own  accord,  declared  that 
'y  would  themselves  equip  and  conduct  a  fleet  into 
"'  liarbour  of  Sluys.*     But  the  Nassantt  are  said  to  have 

'  lULUnrai    lo  LrimtFr.     (SIS.  lul  gtm-"     He  slvi   flipeclBlLr  cDimnnnd' 

I )  Iho  vutouf  ot  Ilunilp)',    Cdall,  Bcoll, 

■llWllu.Bi.UiWd.riighHn,  ^  Jntf.  ^"*™*'    '"'K^     St    l^m.     »« 

'M.  (Ml  IIu.  G4lta.  n.  t.  p.  17*.  US)  ■  A  brief  Riinri  of  Ihc  PRKwdlap  It 
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eipreseed  great  disgiiat  that  low-born  burglieTB  akould 
presume  to  meddle  with  so  important  an  enU-rpriso. 
which  of  right  belonged  to  their  family.'  Thus,  in  the 
midst  of  these  altercations  and  coDtradictoiy  schcmw, 
the  month  of  July  wore  away,  and  the  city  was  reduoed 
to  its  last  gasp. 

For  Iho  cannonading  had  thoroughly  done  its  work. 
Eighteen  days  long  the  buighera  and  what  remained  of 
the  garrison  had  lived  upon  the  ramparts, never  leaving 
their  postR,  but  eating,  sleeping,  and  fighting  day  and 
night.  Of  the  sixteen  hundred  Dutch  and  English  but 
raven  hundred  remained.  At  last  a  ewimmiog  nieB- 
senger  was  sent  out  by  the  besieged  with  denpatehw 
for  the  States,  to  the  purport  that  the  city  conld  hold 
out  no  longer.  A  breach  in  the  wall  had  been  effected 
wide  enough  to  admit  a  hundred  men  abreast.  Sloy* 
bad,  in  truth,  already  fallen,  and  it  was  bopeleas  any 
longer  to  conceal  the  fact.  If  not  relieved  within  a  day 
or  two,  the  gairisan  would  be  obliged  to  «urrend«r; 
bnt  they  distinctly  stated,  that  they  had  all  pledged 
themselves,  soldiers  and  burghers,  men,  women,  and  allt 
unless  the  most  honourable  terms  were  granted,  to  set 
fire  to  the  city  in  a  bimdred  places,  and  then  sally,  la 
mass,  from  the  gates,  determined  to  figbt  their 
through,  or  be  slain  in  the  attempt.  The  mean 
who  carried  these  despatches  was  drowned,  but 
letters  were  saved,  and  fell  into  I'arma's  hands.* 

At  the  same  moment,  Leicester  was  making,  at  1m^. 
an  effort  to  raise  the  siege.  He  brought  three  or  C 
thousand  men  from  Fhishing.  and  landed  tbetn 
Ostend  :  thence  he  marched  to  Dlanckenbnrg.  He  i 
posed  that  if  he  oonld  secure  that  little  port,  and  tbM 
cnt  the  Duke  completely  off  from  the  se&,  ho 
force  the  Spanish  cnmroauder  to  raise  (or  t 
snspend)  the  siege  in  order  to  give  him  battle.  U«aai 
time,  an  opportimity  would  be  afforded  for  Maurioo  wai 

"Dnrcbm    if    FIbiIiIor    pnirmd    IVvrln*  toodHiit  thm.piT*  klacoa 
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llokeulo  to  foroe  an  entrance  into  the  harbour  of  Sluys. 
In  this  conjecture  he  was  quite  correct;  but  unfor- 
tunately he  did  not  thoroughly  carry  out  his  owij 
tycbeme.  If  the  Earl  had  ostabJiahod  himself  »t  Blancken- 
burg,  it  would  have  been  necossary  for  Parma — aa  he 
himself  subsequently  declared — to  raise  the  siege.'  Lei. 
c«st«r  carried  the  outposts  of  the  place  Buccessfully ; 
but,  so  soon  as  Famese  was  uware  of  this  demonstration, 
he  detached  a  few  companies  with  orders  to  skirmish 
with  tlie  enemy  uutil  the  commandcr-in- chief,  with  as 
large  n  force  as  he  could  spare,  should  come  in  person 
to  his  support.  To  the  unexpected  gratification  of  Far- 
nese,  however,  no  sooner  did  the  advancing  Spaniards 
come  in  sight,  than  the  Earl,  supposing  himself  invaded 
by  the  whole  of  the  Dnfee's  army,  under  their  famous 
general,  and  not  feeling  himBelf  strung  enough  for  such 
an  encounter,  retired,  with  great  precipitation,  to  his 
bo«t«,  ro-embai'ked  his  troops  with  the  utmost  celeritj', 
and  set  sail  for  Ostend.' 

The  next  night  had  been  fixed  for  sending  forth  the 
firs-ships  against  the  bridgo,  and  for  the  entrance  of  the 
fleet  into  the  harbour.  One  fire-ship  floated  a  little  way 
towards  the  bridge  and  exploded  ingloriously.  Leicester 
rowed  in  his  barge  about  the  fleet,  superintending  the 
soundings  and  markings  of  the  channel,  and  hastening 
the  preparations ;  but,  as  the  decisive  moment  approached, 
the  pilots  who  had  promised  to  conduct  the  expediiioq 
came  aboard  his  pinnace  and  positively  refused  to  have 
aught  to  do  with  tfae  enterprise,  wliich  they  now  declared 
nn  impossibility.'  The  EarJ  was  furious  with  the  pilots, 
witlv  Maurice,  with  Hohenlo,  with  Adpjij-al  de  Nassau, 
with  the  States,  with  all  the  world,  lie  stormed  and 
raged  and  beat  hia  hreast,  but  all  in  vain.  Hia  ferocity 
wonlii  have  been  more  useful  the  day  before,  in  face  of 
the  Spaniards,  thap  now,  against  the  Zeeland  marinerB, 
Bat  tjie  invasion  by  the  fleet  alone,  unsupported  by  a 
Enocesfiful  laud  operation,  was  pronounced  impracticable, 
and  very  soon  the  I'clieving  fleet  was  seen  by  the  dis- 
tressed gaiTison  sailing  away  from  the  neighbourhood, 
and  it  soon  disappeared  beneath  the  horizon.     Their  fate 
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was  sealed.  Thoy  entered  mto  treaty  with  r&naa,  who. 
Becretlj-  instmcted,  aa  has  been  seen,  of  their  desperate 
intentiuns,  in  case  any  but  the  meet  honourable  oon- 
ditions  were  offered,  granted  those  conditions.  The 
garriBon  were  allowed  to  go  out  with  colours  displayed, 
lighted  matohes,  hullet  in  montli.  and  with  iMg  and 
ba^age.  Such  of  the  bui^hera  as  chose  to  conform  ta 
the  government  of  Spain  and  the  church  of  Rome,  were 
permitted  to  remain.  Those  who  preferred  to  depart 
were  allowed  reaaonablo  time  to  make  their  ncoewuy 
ftrrangementH."  ' 

"  We  have  hurt  and  slaifi  very  near  eight  htmdred," 
said  Sir  Eogcr  Williams.  "  \\f>  hud  not  powder  » 
fight  two  hours.  There  was  A  breach  of  almnm  four 
hundred  paces,  another  of  three  score,  another  of  fifty» 
editable  for  horse  and  men.  We  had  liiin  oontin«dly 
eighteen  nights  all  on  the  breaches.  Ho  gavo  ua  hononi^ 
able  compOBitiim.  Had  the  slate  of  England  Iain  on  H 
our  lives  could  not  defend  tlio  place  three  houra,  fi> 
half  the  rampirea  were  his,  neither  had  we  any  pioflMM 
but  ourselves.  We  were  sold  by  their  negligence  i  *  " 
are  now  angry  with  us."  * 

On  the  5lh  August  Parma  entered  the  city.  Roni 
Williams— with  his  gilt  morion  rather  balterod.  and  nil 
great  plume  of  feathers  much  bedraggled — was  a  witi 
to  the  victor's  entrance.  Alexander  saluted  rccjiectftiU 
an  officer  so  well  known  to  him  by  reputation,  and  wil 
some  complimentary  remarks  ni^d  him  to  «nt«r  fl 
Spanish  service,  and  to  take  the  field  against  the  Tnita^ 

"My  sword,"  rfeplied  the  doughty  ^^'elKllman.  "h 
longs  to  her  royal  Majesty,  Queen  Kli»ibelh,  above  as 
before  all  the  world.  When  her  Highness  has  no&nlM 
use  for  it,  it  is  at  the  service  of  the  King  of  Navarre.' 

Considering  himself  sufficiently  answered,  tho  Did 
then  requested  Sir  Goger  to  point  out  Captain  T^nrimjl 
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■viUe^veiy  conspicnoiiH  by  a  greater  plume  of  feathers 
ihun  even  that  of  the  Welshmau  himself — and  embraced 
ttuit  ofGcer,  when  presented  to  him,  before  all  his  staff. 
"There  serves  no  prince  in  Europe  a  braver  man  thaa 
rtiia  Englishman,"  cried  Alexander,  who  well  knew  how 
to  appreciate  high  military  qualities,  whether  in  his  own 
umy  or  in  that  of  his  foes.' 

The  garriBon  then  retired,  Sluys  became  Spanish,  and 
MApocious  harbour,  jnat  opposite  the  Engliah  ooast.  was 
iul'arma's  hands.  Sir  Roger  Williams  was  despatched 
"3  Leicester  to  bear  the  melancholy  tidings  to  his 
EOTenmient,  and  the  Queen  was  requested  to  cherish  the 
AoQeat  Welshman,  and  at  least  to  sot  him  on  horseback, 
int  he  was  of  himself  not  rich  enough  to  buy  even  a 
•»^a.  It  is  painful  to  say  that  the  captain  did  not 
nooeed  in  getting  the  horse.* 

Tlie  Earl  was  furious  in  hi»  invectives  against  Ilohenlo, 

rust  Maurice,  against  liie  titates,  uniformly  ascribing 
loss  of  Sluys  to  negligence  and  faction.     As  for  Sir 
Joba  Norris,  he  protested  that  his  misdcE^ds  in  regard  to 
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1  King  Henry  VIII.'s  tiiuG,  have 


this  buainoBB  would, 
"  cost  him  his  pate." ' 

The  lose  of  ^nj-s  was  the  beginuing,  and  forcKhadowed 

the  inevitable  end  of  Leicester's  second  adminixtntioB. 

The  inaction  of  the  States  was  one  of  the  caiiseH  uf  its 

Distrust  of  Leicester  was  the  cause  of  the  iuactioD- 

Sir    William    Kuasell,  Loid  WUIoughby,    Sir   WUliaai 

Pelham,  and  other  English  officers,  united  in  Rtatcments 

exonerating  the  Earl  from  all  blame  for  the  great  tailunf 

to  relievo  die  place.     At  the  same  time,  it  could  bardl.v' 

be  maintained  that  hie  expedition  to  Blfuiclcenbnrg  « 

his  precipitate  retreat  on  the  first  appearanoo   of  t 

enemy  were  proofs   of  oonsunjinate  generalship.     B^ 

took  no  blame  to  himself  for  the  disaster;  but  be  am? 

is  partisans  were  very  liberal  in  their  denunciationH  o4 

'  I  Hollanders,)  and   Leicest«r  was    evt;n   ungratefe^ 

t&gh  to  censure  Enger  Williams,  whose  life  had  lxN»== 

Med,  as  it  were,  at  pnsh  of  pike  vrith  the  Spaniard*-^ 

3  who  was  one  of  his  uwn  most  devoted  adherentB. 

rite  Queen  was  much  exasi)erated  when  infonned  o^ 

LeloMlR  ta  Waltlngbun,  11  Aug,  Slufi.    rint.l7l(tUnKIH hmaiiBi^ 

5«  US.)  <X  tbein,  ■•bra  I  tud  but  *  tp*  n^ 

"Ai  fill  Ibli  buUUt  of  SloTk"  hM  famlfbgli  Ebm,  Ihtkr  li«(4>tWitl(W^ 

le  fcari,  "f  nujr  lUni)  befoit  iho  trt-  Kwn  i»  b»  InraUlwlt  utVt,  ibalrlKft  ^ 

iulHnlofO«dr««i)'bnllloiiw.  Tbo  imvUioiu  of  an  uirui  UtOt,  1  !■<   ' 

(ruuil  li  Uul  1  did  tnul  CDmn  MiqiIh  u»1  buka  lo  bnl  u 


rnnkly  and  bruu-d  Wdthnun,  wba  bi 
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the  fall  of  the  city.  She  severely  denounced  the  Nether- 
landers,  and  even  went  m  far  us  (o  t-xpresa  disKatis- 
fiwtion  with  the  great  Leicester  himBelf.'  Meantime, 
Fmraaoe  waa  well  Batisfied  with  liia  triumph,  for  he  had 
been  informed  that  "  all  England  waa  about  to  charge 
upon  him,"  in  order  to  relieve  the  place.'  All  England, 
however,  had  been  but  feebly  reprceented  by  threo 
thonsand  raw  recruits,  with  a  paltty  sum  of  16,(Xll)(.  to 
help  pay  a  long  bill  of  arrears. 

Wilkee  and  Norris  had  taken  their  departure  from  the 
Xethorlands  before  the  termination  of  the  siege,  and 
immediately  after  the  return  of  Leiceeter.  They  did 
not  think  it  expedient  to  wait  upon  the  governor  before 
leBviag  the  countrj','  for  they  had  very  good  reason  to 
Iwlieve  that  such  an  opportunity  of  personal  vengeance 
woulil  bo  turned  to  account  by  the  Earl.  Wilkes  had 
already  avowed  his  intention  of  making  his  escape  with- 
out being  dandled  with  loave-talringB,  and  no  doubt  he 
wftg  right.  The  Earl  was  indignant  when  he  found  that 
tliey  had  given  him  the  slip,  and  denonnced  Ihem  with 
frcBh  acrimony  to  the  Queen,  imploring  her  to  wreak  full 
noosure  of  wrath  upon  tlieir  heads  ;  *  and  he  well  knew 
"""l^liieintreaties  would  meet  with  the  royal  attention. 
^uckhuiBt  had  a  parting  interview  with  the  govemor- 
'.,  at  which  Killigrewand  Beale,  the  new  English 
(ellors  who  had  replaced  Wilkes  and  Clerk,  were 
p?««ent,  The  conversation  waa  marked  by  insolence 
on  the  part  of  Leicester,  imd  by  much  bitterness  on  that 
of  Duckhuret.  The  parting  envoy  refitsed  to  lay  hefore 
■*l^  Karl  a  full  statement  of  the  grievancoa  between  the 
^■nUos- General  and  the  governor,  on  the  ground  that 
^^^^oestor  had  no  right  to  be  judge  in  his  own  cause, 

'  ^^Kma  to  LrtBBWr.    '!-^.  ISBt.   be  tefHh.N.thQrl.i.4i  wHtaulgr^ilrg 
la  Auf-  Leitctter, "  nir  that  be  wu  ton  LerrlDpil 

I  Ai«.  ItxT.   (Brit.  Uni.  Omlljfc  I),  t.  inlmodl;."     He    apnH«    ibt  bate 

cm.  MS.)    'Tlw  111  «(«Biif  Start  Uiat  'ba  HnjaMj'.  Im'ok  Ui'  Imnga  at 

aoHitti  hir  u  ^rk  (oaw  quuml  lonnii  Gtxl  on  nnh.  wtU  ba  tike  lo  Hlm  In 

u  bj  ber  rjHtiy.  and  uvt  mBDr  inuiv  to  In  lalJ 
upuD  blu   llud    fldh  Jipil  blDwl   on 

1%  que  cinv>*B  tod*  l)>v." 

I  to  FhlUp.  »  Aug.  '  VHtftUT  to  WmUnstuuB,   1  Jnljr. 

,    (Ardi.  diSliDuicu.HS.}  1M7.  SunFuqiiwi,!  July,  isti,  Suno 

mnwIolhcLiinksnUiJiU)',  Itll7  u  BurghkT,  13  Jul;.  1191.    IS.  P.  Office 

kr-0aksH8.k  nplalrilnfl— fbitlmd  USS.) 
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The  maltor,  he  said,  should  be  laid  before  tbe  Queen  in 
coiinoil,  and  by  her  august  decision  he  was  willing  to 
abide.  On  every  other  subject  he  was  teoiAj  to  (pre 
any  information  in  his  power.  The  interview  lasted  ft 
whole  forenoon  and  afternoon.  Buokhnrst,  according 
to  his  own  stuteinont,  answered  freely  all  questions  pni 
to  him  by  Leicester  and  his  conasellors;  while,  if  the 
report  of  those  personages  is  to  be  tmsted,  he  paaeion- 
ateiy  refused  to  make  any  satisfactory  communication. 
Under  the  ciixiumstances.  however,  it  may  well  he 
believed  that  no  satisfactory  commnnlcation  wu 
possible.' 

On  arriving  in  England.  Sir  John  Korris  wm  for- 
bidden to  come  into  her  Majesty's  presence,  Wilkes  n 
thrown  into  the  Fleet  Prison,  and  Buckhuret  was  cc 
fined  in  his  own  country-house.* 

Xorris  had  done  absolutely  nothing,  which,  even  hy 
implication,  could  be  construed  into  a  dereliction  of 
duty  ;  but  it  was  sufficient  that  he  wits  hated  by  Leiot^ 
ter.  wlio  had  nut  scrupled,  over  and  over  again.  X<r 
denonnce  this  first  general  of  England  as  a  fool,  a  coward^ 
a  knave,  and  a  liar. 

As  for  Wilkes,  bis  only  crime  was  a  most  ooBao^ 
entions  discharge  of  hia  duty,  in  the  couise  of  vrhich^ 
he  had  found  cause  to  modify  his  abstract  opintona  in ' 
regard  to  Iho  origin  of  sovereignty,  and  had  coni«  i*" 
luotantly  to  the  conviction  that  Leicester's  unpopnlari^ 
had  made  perhaps  unolhor  governor-general  dcsiTsblQ^ 
But  this  admission  had  only  been  made  priTattdy  n 
with  extreme  oaution  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  hb  h 
constantly  defended  the  ab«ent  Earl,  with  all  tli«  ai 

qaence  at  his  command.     But  the  hatred  of  I 

was  suiSoient  to   consign   Ibis   able    and   painstakings 

Eublic  servant  to  a  prison  :  and  thns  was  a  man  of  wortkti 
onour,  and  talent,  who  had  been  placed  in  a  pcsitical 
of  grave  res|>onsiliilily  and  immense  fatigue.  aJod  vAtl 
had  done  his  dnty  fiko  an  upright,  straightforward) 
Englishman,  sacrificed  to  the   wrath  of  a  favottrite.j 

<  KIIIIgrpviM  imlt  taW 

iaih  Jutr,  tJVBT.  tii»kiiii»t  10 

I'mMdinp  nl  Unl  Budikunt  wl 
CiMkik   M    JOj,    lUT.     C3.  P.  ( 


,  Hub  VI  BunthlT.  M  Jnlr. 
i-lo,mat,t'  Jnlf.iul.  T 
w  Ltlamut.  M  Jalf.  iva. 
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"Sorely,  Mr.  Secretarj-,"  said  the  Earl,  "tiero  was 
never  a  falser  creatnre,  a  more  seditious  wretch,  than 
Willtee.  He  is  a  villain,  a  devil,  without  fiuth  or 
religion-" ' 

Ae  fur  Bnckhurst  himHelf,  it  is  Tiiiuecessary  to  Bay  a 
word  in  his  defence.     The  story  of  his  missioa  has  heen 

I  Letcoter  1o  Wvtilnghoin.  4  Ag^-  pUmJ,  wu  aaw  beEil  dp  u  ui  ol^ect  of 

IMI.    (S.  P.  On«  MS.)    Buuktaunl  ITU  itBpkKn.    "  1  tun  TuiidiI  odk  uf  liu," 

ufadUhtvntojilDlcin.  be  myi,  -to  fftr  Sulnie  AldFgoDdE  lo 

-((r.WEkB,laTlngluul»longiMpe-  bt  .n  imMUii.1  Mid  hoUow  nan.    Tbm 


It  gntl  pretumpllDiis  Ibal  I 


H  ubd  tnnib1««  Ivn  ht  mvlc  riebt  bloa  fit 
d  tHllBuinT,  la  ibl*  tbcnbi  lo  dd  dsw  1i 
ir  mjMIf  lO""  opKliI  uid  Dotiiblc    Ihm  i 


>Bui.*Dd  niliy  Ik 
ud  vordi  of  WlUrei  h 
■m  Ok  CDHiKlllar  tn 
tal  land  til  Jnhii  K 


««  u  KTTB  r-.ur  H<4e 

HU/'llI  COM  If  >Dch  •  DOI 

■.kl  for  u,j  K.IKI  bn 
idill^mmlby/oui 
BavkliDiM  hi  1 
n.    CBrtC  Kiu.  Oalb*,  C,  il. 

glaer  friim  so  ninilrliiu 


Il  rrlendu  did  ifnMlf  lU 


IB  knowu  to  be  grutl; 


lo  plena  (hechnrofa.  Tba 
dlrecWd  by  both  Um  ud 
be  oda.  Salute  AldrEnudi-, 
n  abnw  IbBo   Iba  other. 


1  Sir  Rubotl  SWiiTT.  ■■  loQk  a  quaird 
i  MoDaleur  de  SaLitc  AUIegonde,  n^g  I 
I    wu  wuil  lo  bn  ■  lovir  «f  Iba  buoM 


Ldtnler.  and  amaeqiiaill;  Uia  UDtnltl-  a  L 

Bit  llMF  papa  bar*  alnadf  lUni-  Mau 

mM  Iba  cnpionuicfl  of  tfae  great  Eatl'i  Initl 

'ueacuUiJ  la  vltofKialloD.    Mr.  1'.  R,  "tH 

SrJflkB  !iorrU.HDlUicli,WitlH!».nai:l[-  Burt 


■r,  wire  tarn  to  Qalba.  D.  IL  p.  31 

npMt  nf  umlta.  Huthlng  aialS 

f  very  anKry  wttb  Uuaa  wbo  thiu    tliE    <Ienui 

jroqn^  Haarlce.  vapecUllj'  wbanever  be  waa 


in  bafoTB  Ibt  Connl 


dnw  ao*n  the 


o»f  arnqtiff  all  baruat  and  gi>dly  tiKD.  favoi 

but  alwwlib  (II  tbB  chonJiai  tlmiigb  iha 

(il  the  Pnxlncea."     Salnia  Aldegunile.  and  ' 

ton,  nlmm  tiefDre  and  after  Ihli  pulat  at  men. 
Uae,  ba  iRma]  lo  aptireclalo  a»t  ap- 
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completely  detailed  from  the  most  autbeatic  and  m 
documente,  ajid  there  in  not  a  ^gle  line  written  totlit 
Queen,  to  her  miiiiBters,  to  tlio  States,  to  any  polilit 
body  or  te  auy  private  friend,  in  England  or  eleewben^ 
tliDt  does  not  reflect  honour  on  his  name.  Witb  sig&dty, 
without  paaaion,  with  unaffected  sincerity,  ha  luul  i»> 
ravelled  the  complicated  web  of  Ketherland  poUtici 
and,  with  clear  vision,  had  penetrated  the  design*  ol 
the  mighty  enemy  whom  Enghmd  and  Holland  had  ta 
encounter  in  mortal  combat.  lie  had  pointed  ont  t) 
errors  of  the  Earl's  administration— he  had  fe«rIcHl^ 
earnestly,  but  respectfully  deplored  tbo  miKplacdd  p 
simony  of  the  Queen — ho  had  warned  her  against  t 
delusions  which  had  taken  poEBcssion  of  her  keen  in( 
leot — he  had  done  hia  best  to  place  the  govemor-geMr 
upon  good  terms  wi  th  the  States  and  with  his  BciTorei){i 
but  it  had  been  impossible  for  bim  te  further  liis  aohum 
for  the  acquisition  of  a  virtual  sovereignty  over  tl 
Netherlands,  or  to  extinguish  tbe  suspicionu  of  tl 
States  that  the  Queen  was  secretly  negotiating  ni 
the  Spaniard,  whon  he  knew  those  suspioiona  1o  be  ju 
For  deeds  such  or  these,  the  able  and  high-miMI 
ambassador,  the  accomplished  statesman  and  po«t.  n 
forbidden  to  approach  his  sovereign's  presence,  and  « 

rominiously  imprisoned  in  his  own  houso  until  tl 
tb  of  Leicester.  Afterthatev<.'nt,  Buckhui«t«iii«i|p 
from  con&nement,  received  the  Order  of  the  Out 
and  the  Bartdom  of  Doreet,  and  on  the  death  of  Bngl 
ley  succeeded  that  statfieman  in  the  oiSue  of  Lvn 
Treasurer.  Such  was  the  substantial  recognition  of  tt 
merits  of  a  man  who  was  now  disgraced  for  tht  a " 
Bcientions  diHcharge  of  (be  most  important  T 
tliat  had  yet  been  confided  to  bim. 

Jt  would  bu  a  thankless  and  superflnoua  task  to  g 
the  details  of  the  renewed  attempt,  during  a  few  hk 
made  by  Leicester  to  govern  tlje  I'rovinctM.  U  is  • 
administration  consisted  mainly  of  the  same  alien 
with  the  States,  on  the  subject  of  sovereignty,  tbi 
mutual  recti  mi  uutiuns  and  wranglings,  that  tiad  e 
teriited  the  period  of  KiB  former  rule.  Tie  nurelj  ■ 
tho  States  in  person,  and  almost  never  resided  M  Jl 

jue,   holding  his   court    at  Uiddolburif.    Dnrt.   i 
Utrecht,  na  his  uumom  Ve4  Vum. 
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The  Cine  great  feature  of  tho  autumn  of  I5ST  waa  the 
private  uegotiatiou  hetweea  Elizabeth  and  the  Duke  of 

Before  tttking  a  glance  at  the  nature  of  thoae  secrets, 
kiwever,  it  is  necessary  to  make  a  paBEing  alluBion  to  an 
sveut  which  might  havo  seemed  likely  to  render  all 
pAcifio  communications  with  ^pain,  whether  secret  or 
open,  superfluous. 

For  while  so  much  time  had  been  lost  in  England  and 
SoUand,  by  misunderstandings  and  jealousies,  there  was 
raw  Engli^unau  who  had  not  been  losing  time.  In  the 
winter  and  early  spring  of  1687,  the  Devonshire  skipper 
liad  organized  that  expedition  which  he  had  come  to 
the  Netherlands  the  preceding  autumn  to  discuss.  He 
meant^to  aim  a  blow  at  Uie  very  heart  of  that  project 
which  Philip  was  shrouding  with  bo  much  mystery,  and 
which  Elizabeth  was  attempting  to  counteract  by  so 
much  diplomacy. 

On  tho  2nd  April,  Francis  Drake  sailed  &om  Ply- 
tnonth  with  four  ships  belonging  to  the  Queen,  and  with 
twenty-four  fiimi)>hcd  by  the  merchimt;!  of  London  and 
other  private  individuals.  It  was  a  bold  buccaneering 
expedition — combining  chivalrous  enterprise  with  the 
Dbani.<e  of  enormous  profit— which  was  most  suited  to 
the  character  of  English  adventurers  at  that  expanding 
epoch.  For  it  was  by  England,  not  by  Elizabeth,  that 
the  qiiarrel  with  Spain  was  felt  to  be  a  mortal  one.  It 
was  England,  not  its  sovereign,  that  was  instinctively 
arming,  at  all  points,  to  grapple  with  the  great  enemy 
of  European  liberty.  It  was  the  spirit  of  self-help,  of 
lelf -reliance,  which  was  prompting  the  English  nation 
to  t«ke  the  great  work  of  tho  ago  into  its  own  hands. 
The  mercantile  instinct  of  the  nation  was  flattered  with 
the  prospect  of  gain,  the  martial  quality  of  its  patrician 
and  of  its  plebeian  blood  was  eager  to  confront  danger, 
the  great  Protestant  mutiny  against  a  decrepid  supersti- 
tion in  combination  wilh  an  aggressive  tyranny,  all  im- 
uoU(<d  the  best  energies  of  the  English  people  against 
toliaiii,  as  the  embudiinent  of  all  which  was  odious  and 
menacing  to  them,  and  with  which  thoy  felt  that  tho  life 
ud  death  struggle  could  not  long  bo  deferred. 
^e  And  of  these  various  tendencies,  there  were  no  more 
^Bttmg  reprefientatives  than  Drake  and  Frobisber,  Haw- 
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kuis  anil  Eesex,  CaymdialL  and  Grenfell,  and  tbe  other 
privateenimcn  of  the  eixteentli  century.  The  same  gnwd 
for  danger,  for  gold,  and  for  power,  which,  seven  con- 
turiee  before,  bad  sent  the  Norman  race  forth  to  conqner 
all  Chri9t«iidoni,  waa  now  sending  ita  Anglo-Saion  and 
Anglo-Norman  kindred  to  take  posaeaaion  of  the  old 
world  and  the  new. 

"  The  wind  conimEUids  me  away,"  said  Drake  on  the 
2nd  April,  1587  ;  "our  siilp  in  under  saiL  Qod  gnot 
that  wo  may  so  live  in  his  fear,  t)iat  the  enemy  may 
have  cfLUBD  to  say  that  G<jd  doth  fight  for  her  Uajtwty 
abroad  as  well  ae  at  home." ' 

But  he  felt  that  he  waa  not  without  enemies  b^iiiid 
him,  for  the  atrong  influence  brought  to  boar  agaiual 
tbe  bold  policy  which  Walaingham  favoured,  waa  no 
secret  to  Drake.  "  If  we  deserve  ill,"  said  he,  *'  let  in 
be  pnniahed.  If  wo  dischai^  our  duty,  in  doing  am 
beet,  it  is  a  hard  measure  to  be  reported  ill  by  thoM 
who  will  cither  keep  their  fingers  out  of  the  fire,  or  who 
too  well  affect  that  alteration  in  our  government  which 
I  hope  in  God  they  shall  never  live  to  aeo."'  In  lati- 
tude 40°  he  spoke  two  Zeeland  ships,  homeward  bonnd* 
and  obtained  information  of  great  warlike  stores  avoa> 
mulating  in  Cadiz  and  Lisbon.  His  mind  was  iuatantly^ 
made  up.  Fortunately,  the  pinnace  whiob  the  Queen, 
despateued  with  oi'ders  to  stay  his  hand '  in  the  vwy' 
act  of  smiting  her  great  adversary,  did  not  aail  hit 
enough  to  overtake  the  awift  corsair  and  bin  fleet,  Siri 
Francis  had  too  promptly  obeyed  the  wind,  whun  il 
''commanded  him  away,"  to  reoeive  the  royal  ouunter^ 
mand.  On  the  lOth  April,  the  English  ships  entanid 
the  harbour  of  Cadiz,  and  destroyed  ten  thousand  Ion 
of  shipping,  with  their  contents,  in  the  veir  (mm  idi 

dozen  great  galleys,  which  the  nimble  English ' 

soon  drove  under  their  forts  for  shelter.     T¥ 
tind  a  day.  Sir  Francis,  that  "  hater  of  iclloa< 
sloadily  doing  his  ^-ork;  unloading,  riflii^,  i. 
sinking,  and  burning  thoeo  tisnaport-sbips  wh« 
tained  a  portion  of  the  preparationa  painfully 
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Philip  for  hia  great  enterpriee.  Fipe-ataves  and  spikes, 
lioiMr«hoeB  and  Boddlea,  timboT  and  cutla£ae§,  wine,  oil, 
iigs,  niniiA,  biscuile,  and  flour,  a  tuisccUonoous  mase  of 
ingredient*  long  brewing  for  the  trouble  of  England, 
were  emptied  into  the  hsTbotir,  and  before  the  Becond 
ni^t,  the  blaze  of  a  hundred  ftiid  fifty  burning  vessels 
plAyed  merrilj  upon  the  grim  walla  of  Philip's  fortresses. 
Some  of  these  ehipa  were  of  the  lai^oBt  size  tJien  known. 
Tliene  was  one  belonging  to  Marqnis  Santa  Cruz  of 
IWO  tons,  there  waa  a  Biflcaynn  of  1200.  there  were 
teveiul  others  of  1000,  800,  and  of  nearly  equal  di- 
mensions. 

Tbeni^  sailing  for  LLsbon,  Bir  Francis  captured  and 
destroyed  a  hundred  veGsels  more,  appropriating  what 
was  portable  of  the  cargoes,  and  annihilating  the  rest. 
At  Lisbon,  Marquis  Santa  Crue,  lord  high  admiral  of 
Spain  and  gencralixsiuo  of  the  invasion,  looked  on 
mortifiod  and  amazed,  but  offering  no  coni>)at,  while 
ibe  PljTDouth  privateersnian  swept  the  harbour  of  the 
great  monarch  of  the  world.  After  thoroughly  acoom- 
pliebing  his  work,  Drake  sent  a  message  to  Santa  Cruz, 
proposing  to  exchange  his  prisoners  for  Kuch  EngliBh- 
men  ea  might  tben  be  confined  in  Spain.  But  the 
Uarquis  denied  all  prisoners.  Thereupon  Sir  Francis 
decided  to  sell  his  captives  to  the  Moora,  and  to  appro- 
priate the  proceeds  of  the  sale  towards  the  pnrcliase  of 
finglish  slaves  out  of  the  sanie  bondage.'  Such  was  the 
fortune  of  war  in  the  sixteenth  century. 

Having  dealt  these  great  blows,  Drake  set  f«il  again 
From  Lisbon,  and,  twenty  leagues  from  St.  Michaels, 
fell  in  with  one  of  those  famous  Spanish  East  Indlamen, 
called  carracks,  then  the  great  wonder  of  the  seas.  This 
voBsel,  San  Felipe  by  name,  witli  a  cargo  of  cstraor- 
dinary  value,  was  easily  captured,  and  Sir  Francis  now 
determined  to  return.  He  had  done  a  good  piece  of 
Work  in  a  few  weeks,  but  he  was  by  no  means  of  opinion 
that  he  had  materially  crippled  the  enemy.  On  tlie 
fioutrary,  he  gave  the  government  warning  as  to  the  enor- 
mous pnwer  and  vast  preparations  of  Spain.  "  There 
would  ha  forty  thousand  men  under  way  ere  long,"  he 
said,  "  well  equipped  and  jirovisioned ;"  and  he  stated, 
as  the  result  of  personal  observation,  that  England  could 
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not  lie  too  energetic  in  its  measures  of  rcsistaiioo.  He 
had  done  eomothing  with  his  little  fleet,  but  )io  w&s  no 
braggart,  and  hod  no  dieposition  to  iiudeimte  Iha 
enemy's  power.  "  God  make  us  all  thankful  again  imd 
again,"  he  observed,  that  we  have,  atihough  it  l>*  Ultkt 
made  a  begiitning  upon  the  coast  ofti/iain."  '  And  modestly 
as  he  spoke  of  what  he  had  aocomplisbed,  bo  with  qniet 
self-reliance  did  he  allude  to  the  probable  consoquenceB. 
It  waa  certain,  he  intimated,  that  the  enemy  wonid  soon 
seek  reven^  with  all  hie  etrength,  and  "  with  all  tbo 
devices  and  traps  he  could  devise."  This  was  a  nutter' 
which  could  not  be  doubted.  "  But,"  said  Sir  KnnoiA, 
"  I  thank  them  much  that  they  have  staid  so  long,  uid' 
when  they  come  they  s-haU  be  but  tlie  sons  of  mortal  mm."  • 

Perhaps  the  moat  precious  result  of  the  expedition, 
was  the  lesson  which  the  Englishmen  bad  tlius  learned 
in  handling  tlie  great  galleys  of  Spain.  It  might  soon 
stand  them  in  stead,  'llie  little  war-vessels  which  bad 
come  from  Plymouth,  had  sailed  round  and  round  thMQ 
vast  unwieldy  hulks,  and  had  fairly  driven  them  off 
the  field,  with  very  slight  damage  to  themselves.  Sir 
Francis  had  already  taught  the  manners  of  England, 
even  if  he  had  done  nothing  eke  by  this  famous  Codil 
expedition,  that  an  armada  of  Spain  might  not  be  so 
invincible  as  men  imagined. 

Yet  when  the  conqaoror  returned  from  his  groat  fony, 
he  received  no  laurels.  His  sovereign  met  him,  not 
with  smiles,  hut  with  frowns  and  cold  rebukes.  He  bitd 
done  his  duty,  nnd  helped  to  save  her  endangered 
throne,  but  Elikahetb  waa  now  the  dear  friend  of  Alex- 
ander Famesc,  and  in  amicable  correspondence  vrith  \a» 
royal  master.  Tliis  "  little  "  beginning  on  the  ooaat  of 
Spain  might  not  seem  to  his  Catholic  Majesty  a  ma 

to  be  thnnkfiii  for,  nor  be  likely  to  lurtlier  a  pacil 

tion,  and  so  Elizabeth  hastfined  tu  disavow  her  Plymoatli 
cuptfiin.' 

>  tlnmo,  lU.  vhlcIiirMmiprbTanttvTwlBdiegalt 

>  IMl.  CMipuB  OuMm,  Itl.  SM.  Dsnir  coiw  In  tbt  pt«  Hhm  taMM 
MMnmilT.lEAUI.  Du>.  U.nl.li.v  bat  wh iscuinUw]  W  nm  )hb% a^ 
lin,  ull.  »l,  mill.  11-  AmWfv  of  Sir  f.  llnUi  ^Uam,  itt 

■  -Tiw  It  la,  ind  1  mm  It  nn  mr    H^-V   lunummia    tba   ptr^    Art 


mnt  la  Cidli  wlih  •   b*  Hquliul  blBMlf  br  i 
I  (huflnf  Sit  Fnuieti   blnialf  hnI  all  Ui  staip 


\.    Mtm' 
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Uww  KlhiTS  oen  0Dmmltl(4  b;  Sir  F.  tnj  lords  by  ber  Ui^ty'a  cITKlaal 
DnlR,  tat  tbe  vblch  bur  HaJeHj  ii  ai  ounnnondindit,  u  Inlilbll  blu  Id  ((lrai|it 
•m  vnoUf  cfWIal  w(M  *<»■"    Bnrgh-   u;  Uiinii  I7  Uuid.  or  irllbUi  Ibe  pnru  g( 

._  .__    ,„..._,...     ihe  ktopioni  of  St)«ln.    Hetaaliibmy 

to  lain  ■Si'  or  Ibe  Klog'i  Ottts,  eltbtr 
going  ttal  of  SfMlu  or  rattiniltkg  into 
Spain.    There  l»  4  bmJt  ^von  outDimn 


'  FUndin  OBHpoDdma.' 


FiucU  Urikb"  Bid  W 


itdpL    TW«  iMolnUuD  precwdclh  .llo- 

hind,  to  and  LoUwW  cl«lniUi«  credit  lor 

gf  Uw  upon  .  bore  of  pe»e  «-bkl,  I  tMT 

^H  d»<-  .  dM.g™.  war  Bpop  ber 

•gilDUSpidD.  ud  ludng  It  [u  hl>  am- 

of  Ibe  well'iBened  pec^le  Id  Uh-  Low 

hCT    bosiUe    iDUntiou    towirdi    imi 

power.   -Tlwre  )■  no  nich  raHnlng  Id 

IIAprilWSJ.    {BiH.Mi»,0»1U,C.i1, 

ber  Mijeiti  lo  itnH  you,"  be  oUerrcd. 

p.W*.MS.) 

"u  yon  ffiigbl  percelw  boU.   by  t)ie 

And  M»l>i.  »  week    liiur--it  for 

uodlDg  at  Sir  niDcli  Dr4k«  lolc  Npeln 

md  by  He  reluni  ol  myjrlf  Wilier,  lo 

s  Sept.  IMI,  (S.F.O(aMiia,i 


^^B  Seat  Trtallng  brMHii  Quh 

^^H  ~  ItiURInns  PnvcuUoE 
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>   WrlLU^Tili 


-QiMto't  SinoTitj'  unmidi  | 
■  NcgotUUofH  of  ft  Un  — 
~    UhuU  Lmut    la    Un  4 

Ibe   King  —  l-hlHp'i     '    "-      ■      "- 


T^Kmu*H    aBpciLddi 


ladnfiil  [luplttlCf  nf  PfalllF  — RliMivnliK  TlFwi  •■ 
Mtul  IQ  hiw  nf  UhOIkucIh  — Anil  In 


WtliliKlwui  •< 


I  ue    gn*l  -~  Ho  dmoHiiu*  lwlip-i  « 
npopuUrlir  ~  Tht  Qoiw        ~    ' 


'lu    iht  Cli;   dlmTnv)  —  ThTH 


TnE  course  of  Elizabelli  towards  tJio  Provinces,  in  A 
matter  of  tke  peace,  was  certainly  not  ingemioiu,  Mf 
was  not  al«olutel,v  deoeitfiiL  She  concealed  and  Sm 
the  negotiations,  when  tlie  Netherland  statesmen  ■ 
nerfMitlj'  aware  of  their  existence,  if  not  of  thoir  U 
Dut  ahe  was  not  prepared,  as  they  suspected,  to  a 
their  liberties  and  their  religion,  as  the  price  of  horff 
reconciliation  with  Spain.  Her  attitude  towardi  t 
States  woB  imperious,  overbearing,  and  sbuaivtk  f 
had  allowed  tlio  Earl  of  Leicester  to  retnm,  At  " 
because  of  her  love  for  the  \ionr  and  opproned  Jf 
but  in  many  of  her  official,  and  in  all  hsr  privi' 
mimicationa.  uhe  denounced  the  men  who  gOTO  ~ 
people  as  ungrateful  wretches  and  iupud«nt  l 


I    inrnkw  aSMlca  . . 


)M)    (s.  r  ook*  m.)  1 


d'na  tf  butt  v<Tup\*.  * 
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TTiese  were  the  corrosives  and  vinegar  which  she 
^Wjught  suitable  for  the  case  ;  and  the  Earl  was  Devor 
^carj'  in  depicting  the  same  statesmeu  as  seditions,  pes- 
^™t,  self-seeking,  mischief-making  trailora.  These 
^cfet,  infonnal  negotiations,  had  been  carried  on  during 
•"iwt  of  tho  year  1587.  It  waa  the  "comptroller^ 
l'o»oe,"  M  Walsingham  contemptuously  designated  the 
*Mflmpfed  treaty;  for  it  will  be  recollected  that  Sir 
•'JiniBa  Croft,  a  personage  of  very  mediocre  abilities,  had 
"V^sys  been  more  busy  than  any  other  English  poli- 
f'eian  in  these  transactions.  He  acted,  however,  on  the 
'tUpiralion  of  Burghley,  who  drew  his  own  &om  the 
onu  tain-head. 

But  it  was  in  vain  for  the  (Jueen  to  afiect  conccal- 
■'•(mt.  The  States  knew  everything  which  wbb  passing, 
Wgre  Leicester  knew.  His  own  secret  instmctions 
'Cached  the  N'etherlanda  before  he  did.  His  secretary, 
•'Wnins,  was  thrown  into  prison,  and  his  master's  letter 
'*feen  from  him,  before  there  had  been  any  time  to  act 
J'Pon  itfi  treacherous  suggestions.'  When  the  Earl  wrote 
•stterB  with  his  own  hand  to  his  sovereign,  of  bo  secret 
*  nature  that  he  did  not  even  retain  a  single  copy  for 
"i«i»el£  for  fear  of  discovery,  he  found,  to  his  infinite 
^iisgust,  that  the  States  were  at  once  provided  with  an 
""ithentic  transcript  of  every  line  that  ho  had  written.' 

!    OBVidJblnveir.  Uwtito  hidagiwd  u>« 
f   pHcc  *ltli  the  King  of  Spsln,  <r)tboDt 
>    rcgud  to  you.  .  ,  .  Thil   Um  EuI   or 
tiudra    LeicixtH-  wm  bf  om  directed  ti 

iho  King.  If  joo 


'  i-i.ihgW  urtib  ji 
TiiMt  Wm.  .  ■ 
VOL.  U. 
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It  was  therefore  useless,  almoBt  puerile,  to  deny  facts 
which  weri>  quite  aa  much  within  the  knowledgo  of  this 
Netherlandcrs  as  of  himself.  The  worst,  consequence  of 
the  concealment  was,  that  a  deeper  treachery'  was  thought 

giBsible  than  actually  existed.  "  The  fellow  they  oJl 
ameveld,"  *  as  Leicester  was  in  the  habit  of  deBignating 
one  of  the  first  statesmen  in  Europe,  was  perfanpj  JubU- 
fied,  knowing  what  he  did,  in  suspecting  more.  Being 
furnished  wilh  a  list  of  commissionOTB,  already  secretly 
agreed  upon  between  the  English  and  Spanish  govem- 
mentf,  to  treat  for  peace,  while  at  the  same  time  tba 
Earl  was  beating  his  breast,  and  flatly  denying  Ihat 
there  was  any  intention  of  treating  with  I'anoa  at  all,, 
it  wa«  not  unnatural  that  he  should  imagine  a  eititl  wider 
and  deeper  scheme  than  really  existed,  against  the  heat 
interests  of  his  country.  He  may  have  expreHi«d.  ii 
private  conversation,  some  suspicions  of  this  nature,  bn 
there  is  direct  evidence  that  ne  never  stated  in  publia 
anything  which  was  not  afterwards  proved  to  bo  mattof 
of  fact,  or  of  legitimate  inference  from  the  secret  c" 
menta  which  had  come  into  his  hands.  The  Quoet 
hausted  herself  in  opprobrious  language  againaL  t 
who  dared  to  impute  to  her  a  design  to  obtain  pv^smi 
of  the  cities  and  strong  places  of  the  Netherlands,  i 
order  to  secure  a  position  in  which  to  comjtel  the  Pre 
vinces  into  obedience  to  her  policy.  She  urged,  wW 
much  logic,  that,  as  she  had  refused  the  sovereignty  t 
the  whole  coimtry  when  offered  to  her,  she  was  n« 
likely  to  form  surreptitious  schemes  to  mak«  hcranl 
mistrcBs  of  a  portion  of  it.  On  the  other  liand.  it  wi 
very  obvions.  that  to  accept  the  sovereignty  of  Philips 
rebellious  Provinces,  was  to  declare  war  upon  Philip 

IwHii  It,  Ihil  tba  sum  han  a  «p)>  of  Ihc-«.tiunla  Ilunm 
■V  liM  iMtnaoni,  u  ibo  ot  Uh  l<lwr  Ih.'  um,-  tn-iviij 
ol  bm  IblnV  nlllm  liuljr  pn<*Mr  to    Uulliit:  Uii'n-b}'  bi 
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whereas,  had  ahe  been  pacifically  inclined  towards  thirt 
sovereign,  and  treacherously  disposed  towards  tiie 
Netherlands,  it  would  he  a  decided  advantage  to  her  to 
Wre  those  strong  places  in  her  power.  But  the  suspi- 
ciuns  as  to  her  good  faith  were  exaggerated.  As  to  tlie 
inlentions  of  Leicester,  the  States  were  justified  in  tbeip 
almost  unlitnited  distrust.  It  is  very  certain  that  hoth 
in  1586,  and  again,  at  this  very  moment,  when  Eliza- 
beth was  most  vehement  in  denouncing  such  aspersions 
en  her  government,  he  had  unequivocally  declared  to 
her  bis  intention  of  gettiug  possession,  if  possible,  of 
several  cities,  and  of  the  whole  island  of  Walcheren, 
which,  together  with  the  cautionary  towns  already  in 
his  power,  would  enable  the  Qneen  to  make  good  terms 
for  herself  with  Spain,  '■  if  t!^  tcoist  came  to  the  i«n-rf." ' 
It  will  also  soon  be  shown  that  he  did  his  best  to  carry 
these  schemes  into  execution.  There  is  no  evidence, 
however,  and  no  probability,  that  he  had  received  the 
royal  commands  to  perpetrate  such  a  crime. 

The  States  believed  also,  that  in  those  eecrot  negotia- 
tions with  Parma  the  Queen  was  disposed  to  sacrifice 
the  religious  interests  of  the  Sctherlands.  In  this  they 
were  mistaien.  But  they  had  reason  for  their  mistake, 
bct'nitse  the  negotiator  De  Loo  had  expressly  said,  that, 
in  her  overtures  to  Famese,  she  had  abandoned  that 
point  altogether.'     If  this  bad  been  so,  it  would  have 

■IwOlgo  In  Mcdtnblik  (Uia  oal  llberllai.  noil  Iherelbw to  be  baiM  wllhal, 

~    a  EnUiD^nn),  nbldi  ii  at  yam  If  Iliey  Uke  deUbcntloD."     Lclcuier  to 

i.wUiiKiiverDDrUKn-  tiKQimn.  »0cL19"I.  (S.  F.  OmooHS.) 

Tillda  mybnt  Id  re-  YelUiel^n.iunolltiaUddlDgUilaailinlh 

ra-e  I  depart  tJunce.  ili>n.  4TDin  bli  dri«rmiivii]oa  of  trridiing 

\bta,    ttidv4.     your   MiiJ«lyp    bating  tbe  Stiit«  bj  EmlnlnB  pDueHlcm  of  tbelr 

PtuUv-  """■  "•^    UtrtrM.  H  yon  dtkl. 

luTcuul  Uns,  ye >tiiJ1  be  abio  ID  bring       Andamlii.  BinoDlb  laUr^  "I  villi  not 

lb>  pncc  ID  bells'  csudlUoH,  and  biidlt  be  Ulv  to  do  all  that  In  me  hball  [Ic  la 

Am  Stala  rf  Ifolload  nl  your  pjcfutire.  naka  Uili  lalatut  of  K'uEcAcnn  uiiirsl, 

....  Tbiy  UK  loll  of  ihiru.  and  ygt  wbatBem  ihall  fkU  oul;  whEcli,  U  It 

fvAAifer  Utit  Bulfir  may  aak  Uiltra-  may  be,  r^vr  Majrtty  Aallthe  Uttfiar 

tui,IlT  ItBirSa^faia  molUr  peace haUt  lowalci  a tmibiBgain far yatrt^f. wiita 


ntityali 


1  of  all  tl 


.  WSI.      (8.  K  OtBe* 
il  btr  Mii]«aly  aooUKr 


uaulj  I   and  It  u  ibe  ooly    i 

MK  (U  It  doth  (willna  Umd    1 
.AApsnMltylBlliLDilMlrlliiaicid    i 
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simply  beon  a  consent  on  the  part  of  £lizaba 
Catholio  religion  and  the  Inquisition  should 
blished  in  the  Provincoe,  to  the  exclusion  of 
form  of  worahip  or  polity.  In  truth,  ho 
position  taken  by  her  Majesty  on  the  bu\ 
fair  as  could  be  reasonably  ospeoted.  Ce 
was  no  advocate  for  religious  liberty.  She 
her  own  subjects  should  be  Protestants,  beca 
oboBen  to  be  a  Protestant  herself,  and  beoaui 
incident  of  ber  supremacy,  to  dictate  unifom 
to  all  beneath  her  sceptre.  No  more  than  her 
sent  to  the  stake  or  gallows  heretics  to  traoBu' 
BSwellasbelioTcrs  inthoPope,  had  Elizabetl 
idea  of  religious  freedom.  Heretics  to  t 
Church  were  persecnted,  fined,  imprisoned, 
and  murdered  by  sword,  rope,  and  fir*, 
respects,  the  practice  towards  those  who  dia 
Elizabeth  was  more  immoral  and  illogical,  t 
cruel,  than  that  to  which  Ibose  were  subjoot 
belled  against  Sixtus.  The  Act  of  I'niformi 
Papists  to  assist  at  the  Protestant  worship,  \ 
Papists  oould  obtain  immunity  by  on  eno 
The  Boman  excuse  to  destroy  bodies  in  on 
Bonis,  could  scarcely  be  alleged  by  a  Ch' 
miffbt  be  bribed  into  conniTttnce  at  heresy, 
derived  a  revenue  from  the  very  nonooi 
which  humbler  victims  were  sent  to  the 
would,  however,  be  unjust  in  the  estrome 
the  enormous  difference  in  the  amoont  of  B 
eseroised  respectively  by  the  Proleslant  anci 
Church.  It  is  probable  that  not  many  moi 
hundred  Catholics '  were  executed,  as  such 


I  im  KuiMr.*    nnckbnn 


berth's  reign,  and  ihia  -was  tea  score  too  many.  But 
wliat  wue  this  against  eight  liundi'ed  lioretica,  burned, 
hanged,  and  drowned,  in  one  Easter  week,  by  Alva; 
agiinst  the  eighteea  thousand  two  hundred  Beat  to  stake 
Uiil  M^aSiild.  OS  be  boasted,  during  his  adminiatnttion ; 
■gainst  the  vast  numbera  of  Protestants,  whether  tboy 
U  counted  by  tens  or  by  hundreds  of  thousands,  who 
pcriaht'd  by  the  edicts  of  Charles  V.,  in  the  Netherlands, 
Drin  ibe  eiuglo  Saint  Bartholomew  maaeacre  in  France  ? 
Moreover,  it  ahould  never  be  forgotten — from  undue 
j^riiiety  for  impartiali^ — that  most  of  the  Caliolioa 
''1111  were  excculfid  in  England,  auQered  as  conapiratoTs 
'  iiher  than  as  heretics.  No  foreign  potentate,  claiming 
i  J  le  vicegerent  of  Christ,  had  denounced  Philip  as  a 
Wtard  and  usurper,  or  had,  by  moans  of  a  blasphemous 
fiofem,  which,  then  was  a  terrible  realitj-,  severed  the 
Koidt  of  nllegianoe  by  which  his  subjects  were  held, 
Wlum  off  from  all  communion  with  his  fellow-creatures, 
Ud  promised  temporal  rewards  and  a  crown  of  glory  in 
>>eaTeii  t<^those  who  should  auoceed  in  depriving  him  of 
jUDne  and  life.  Yet  this  was  the  position  of  Elizabeth. 
It  vas  war  to  the  knife  between  her  and  Itome,  de- 
■WBil  by  Rome  itself;  nor  was  there  any  doubt  whatever 
J*t  the  Seminary  Priests — seedlings  transplanted  from 
■^raign  nujueries,  which  wore  as  watered  gardens  for 
j**  growth  of  treason — were  a  peiiietually  organized 
^aod  uf  conspirators  and  assassins,  with  whom  it  was 
''^ly  an  act  of  excessive  barbarity  to  deal  in  somewhat 
•""ninary  fashion.  Ooubtlesa  it  would  have  boon  a  more 
"■fty  policy,  and  a  far  more  intelligent  one,  to  extend 
jniTirds  the  CatUoUca  of  England,  who  as  a  body  were 
^al  to  their  country,  an  ample  toleration.  But  it 
poald  scarcely  be  expected  that  Elizabeth  Tudor,  as 
JiJiperious  and  absolute  by  temperament  as  her  father 
*M  ever  been,  would  be  capable  of  embodjing  that  great 
Priouiplo. 

^Vhen,  in  the  preliminaries  to  the  negotiations  of 
I6S7,  therefore,  it  was  nrged  on  the  part  of  Spain,  that 
^  Queen  was  demanding  a  concession  of  religious 
liliwty  from   Philip  to  the    Netherlandera  which  she 
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refused  to  English  teretics,  and  that  he  only  churned 
right  of  dictating  a  oreeJ  to  his  subjects  wrhich 
cised  in  regard  to    her  own,  Lord    Burghley 

replied  that  the  Btatement  was  correct.      The  Queen 

Eermitted — it  was  true — no  man  to  profess  any  religion 
ut  the  one  which  she  professed.     At  the  some  time  it 
wafi  declared  to  he  unjost,  that  those  persons  in  the 
Netherlands  who  had  been  for  years  in  the  habit  of 
praotising  Protestant  rites,  should  be  siidt/en/j/ compelled, 
irirJiout  instruction,  to  abandon  that  form  of  worship.     It 
waa  well  known  that  many  would  mlherdie  than  submit 
to  such  oppression,  and  it  was  aflSnned  that  the  exercije 
of  this  cruelty  would  be  resisted  by  her  to  the  utter- 
most.    There  waa  no  hint  of  the  propriety — on 
logical  basis — of  leaving  the  question  of  creed  as  a  m 
between  man  and  bis  Matter,  with  which  any  dictatii 
on  the  part  of  crown  or  state  was  an  act   of  odio: 
tyranny,      lliere  was  not  oven  a  suggestion  ifant  ihi 
IVotestant  doctrines  were  true,  and  the  Catholic  di 
trines  false.     'Hie  matter  waa  merely  taken  yp  on 
uti'jMssKMw  principle,  that  they  who  liad  acquired  th^^^l 
fact  of  Protestant  worship  had  a  right  to  retain  it,  an^-** 
could  not  jnsf  ly  be  deprived  of  it,  except  by  ingtmotioi  '^^ 
and  persuasion.     It  was  also  affirmed  that  it  was  nuw     ^ 
the  £nglish  practice  to  inquire  into  men's  conscieticfl^^i^*' 
It  would  have  been  difficult,  however,  to  make  that  ver-^^*3 
clear  to  Philip's  eompi-ehcnsion,  because,  if  men,  womer^^^ 
and  children,  were  scourged  with  rods,  imprisoned,  an  ^^^* 
banged,  if  they  refused  to  conform  piiblioh'  to  a  vli^^    "• 
mouy  at  which  llieir  consciences  revolted — unless  iIm' 
had^  money    enough    to    purchase    nonconformity — : 
seemeil  to  be  tlic  practice  to  inquire  very  efiectiTely  in) 
their  oonscienccM.^ 

>  -And  wtva  Da   Loa  irpnrltlh  u  oIUkt  puMldyoixtnWir.lhUa^p 

dttfcttoa  mid*  to  talm,  HM  Um  li  on  idu  fnf  (li«w  ■BvtD  jeui   ' 

Don mnn  (W  Um  Kliii  lo  jirld  ts  uij  unrov  ntfTlltlnttfiiDiii 

gfhUnttKtatlbwljurnlUUnicuDiriij  ncclvid  Hkl  auUUbxl  bj  pmUh  ■■ 

M  tb<  DM  b>  pnta*!))  no  nor*  Uwi  ber  rJIji  nu  iiMHnurlullriicdk 

H^ialy  dotb  ID  ugr  ^rhtn;  tnAml,  nl  wm  ti^  ugr  Hbfrtf  tullmd  to  i 


_  .._.. .     .B  ■(lDv*«t,  ■a],    Cuwitr1iii.^tli'iifi«cpa 

OBtn  II  b*  uu'init  oDftit  U  be  Itkni    Bni  if  hrr  Mijntf  h 
brUvDubof  hiRUi  buiir  ibedlnr.    ■unlji  n 
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QUEEK'S  SrSCEitlTy  TOWARDS  SPAIK. 

Bnt  if  there  was  a  certain  degree  of  disineem 
on  the  port  of  Elizabeth  towards  the  Slates,  her  altitude 
lowardx  Pamm  was  one  of  perfect  sincerity.  A  perusal 
of  the  secret  correspondcnco  leaves  no  doubt  whatever  on 
that  point.  She  was  seriouslyond  fervcntlydesirous  of 
peace  with  Spain.  On  the  part  of  Famese  and  his 
maeter,  there  was  the  most  unscrupulous  mendacity, 
ffhilo  the  confiding  simplicity  and  truthfulness  of  the 
Queen  in  theee  negotiations  was  almost  pathetic.  Espe- 
cially she  declared  her  tmst  in  the  loyal  and  upright 
character  of  Parmn,  in  which  she  was  sure  of  never 
being  disappointed.  It  is  only  doing  justice  to  Alex- 
ander to  say  that  lie  was  as  much  deceived  by  her  frank- 
ttess  as  she  by  his  falsehood.  It  never  entcivd  hie  head 
that  &  royfd  personage  and  the  trusted  counseUoiB  of  a 
grcAt  kingdom  could  be  tcllinc  the  truth  in  a  secret  in- 
ternational transactiou,  and  he  jusliBed  the  itidublry 
ivitli  which  his  master  and  himself  piled  fiction  upon 
fiction,  by  their  utter  disbelief  in  eveiy  word  which  came 
to  them  &om  England. 

The  private  negotiations  had  been  commenced,  or 
Esther  had  been  renewed,  verj-  early  in  February  of  this 
year.  During  the  whole  critical  period  which  preceded 
and  followed  the  execution  of  Mary,  in  the  course  of 
"Which  the  language  of  Elizabeth  towards  the  States  had 
l)e«n  so  shrewish,  there  had  been  the  gentlest  diplomatic 
Oooing  between  Famese  and  herself.  It  was — Dear 
f^ouBin,  you  know  how  truly  I  confide  in  your  sinceri^, 
liow  anxious  I  am  that  this  most  desirable  peace  shonld 
l>e  arranged;  and  it  was — Sacred  Majesty,  you  know 
tow  much  joy  I  feel  in  your  desire  for  the  repose  of  the 
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world,  and  for  a  solid  peaoe  between  your  Higlmeae  ai»- 
the  King  my  moetor ;  how  much  I  delight  in  concunl — 
how  iiieapable  I  am  bi/  amhigumu  leonls  of  sfiiiming  out  tkr^ 
transactions,  or  of  deceimng  yo'ir  lHajtsty,  and  what  a  liativ- 
I  feel  for  steel,  fire,  and  blood.' 

Four  or  five  months  rolled  on.  during  which  Leicestt^--" 
had  been  wasting  tiino  in  England.  Farnfw  i  '  ^^ 
nono  before  Sluys,  and  the  States  doing  their  bo»t  t 
counteract  the  echeiues  both  of  their  enemy  and  of  t]u»  - 
ally.  De  Loo  made  a  visit,  in  July,  to  the  camp  of  tJ 
Dnke  of  Parma,  and  received  the  warmest  assurancoa  tj^'i 
his  pacific  dispositions.  "  I  am  much  pained,"  Mic3 
Alexander,  "with  this  procrastination.  I  am  so  full  of  sij^' 
oerity  mj-Belf,  that  it  seems  to  me  a  verj' strange  matter~« 
this  hostile  descent  by  Drake  upon  the  coasts  of  Spain.-' 
The  result  of  stich  courses  will  be.  that  the  Kia^  wil^^^^ 
end  by  being  exasperated,  and  I  shall  bo  towohed  in  mjfi 
honour— so  great  is  the  hopes  1  have  held  out  of  boin^ 
able  to  secure  a  peace.  I  have  ever  been  and  Instill  an: 
most  anxious  for  concord,  from  the  aETection  I  boar  t 
her  sacred  Majesty.  I  have  been  obliged,  much  ogatnt 
my  will,  to  take  the  field  again.  1  could  wish  v 
our  negotiations  might  terminate  before  the  arrival  o4 
my  fresh  troops,  niunely,  SOi>0  Spaniards  and  t'OO 
Italians,  which,  with  Walloons,  Germans,  and  Lornunoni^ 
win  give  me  an  effective  total  of  30,000  soMierw.  Orf 
this  I  give  you  my  word  as  a  gentleman.  Go 
Andrew  do  Loo,"  continued  the  Duke,  "  vmte  to 
aocred  Majesty,  that  I  desire  to  make  peace,  and  to 
her  faithfully ;  and  that  1  shall  not  change  my  mind^ 
even  in  case  of  any  great  success,  for  1  like  to  ]>rucen(^ 
rather  by  the  ways  of  love  than  of  rigour  and  eflVudui 
of  blood."* 
<  vutn  lo  QDrm  EiJBbMb,  >»  I 

IWT.    Shm  U  auM.   »   AprU.  > 
Qmm  u  IVnn*.  11  ApHI.  Itn,    (Anb.    i 
d>  Sbmixm.  MSS.)   And  nn  t 

"  SaA  la  Uw  tand  opbikm  Bno*l*rd  «(  ili>|uin]  nllwi  u  antnuln  i 

Uw  mu  of  ■■«»%"  wnu  Uuritili-7.  nlir  wu,  utiantif  bn  Vv_ij  k> 

"  ID*  hia  mn  uum  nd  wgctklDrH  Id  ill  lu  luk*  pnof  I9  UU*  ttmlj' 

fiMrt,  Ihii  Ih  It  •  [nUiM  ol  bDODdr  lu  lliiiibIrT  to  Aadr.  da  Ldo.  ta  Ot 

Kirfiliic  Ilia  t«"»lari,  iMIlloiil  i»«|><rt  of  ~  '" 
■djiruii  ucbmrflt.    An], Id l*U  ran  trw, 
It  la  ibr  nolji  bnnikilai  wtikli  tm  If  a- 
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"  replied 
i  Queen  ia  in  Ihe  very 
Bftme  dispositions  with  yourself." 

"Excellent  well  then."  said  the  Duko,  "we  ehall 
B>Mne  to  an  agreement  at  once,  and  Ihe  BOoner  the  depu- 
BIh  on  both  sides  are  appointed  the  better." 
\.  A  feeble  propioKition  was  then  mndo,  on  the  part  of  the 
pCttce-Iovisg  Andrew,  that  the  hostile  operations  against 
81iij§  ghonld  be  at  once  tcrmiDated.  Bnt  this  did  not 
**6ni  80  cipar  to  tie  most  serene  Duke.  He  had  gone  to 
Sreat  expense  in  that  buijineits ;  and  he  had  not  built 
brijgpg,  erected  forts,  and  dug  mines,  only  to  abandon 
ttem  for  a  few  fine  words.  Fine  words  were  plenty, 
"^li  they  raised  no  sieges.  Meantime  these  pacific  and 
Senile  mitrmuringa  from  Fame^e's  camp  had  lulled  the 
Vieen  into  forgetfulness  of  Koger  \\  illianiH  and  Arnold 
'''^neTelt  and  their  men,  fitting  day  and  night  in 
'•^neh  and  mine  during  that  critical  midsummer.  The 
*'ly  tongiie  of  tbe  Duko  bad  been  more  effective  than 
~^  batteries  in  obtaining  the  mnch-coTelcd  city.  The 
VUeen  obstinately  held  back  her  men  and  money,  confi- 
?«nt  of  ffi'ecting  a  tr<:aty  wbelber  Sluys  fell  or  not.  Was 
i'  strange  that  the  States  should  be  distrustful  of  her 
?**euiiona,  and,  in  their  turn,  become  neelectful  of  their 

duly  ?  ■ 

„  Ahd  (bus  summer  wore  into  antumn,  Sluya  fell,  the 
Jv^tes  and  tbeir  governor-general  were  at  daggersnirawn, 
^^J  Netherianders  were  full  of  distrust  with  regard  to 
*fHgUnd.  Alexander  hinted  doubts  as  to  the  Queen's 
■■iisrity;  the  secret  negotiations,  though  fertile  in 
r^**picion8,  jealousies,  delays,  and  such  foul  weeds,  had 
^[^nced  no  wholesome  frnit,  and  the  excellent  De  Loo 
?*ttiiiie  very  much  depressed.  At  last  a  letter  aaui  stpt 
S^  Burghley  relieved  his  drooping  spirits.  ""■ 
him  tlie  most  disturbed  and  melancholy  man  in  the 
wid,  he  protested,  he  had  now  beoome  merry  and 
Huiet,"  He  Htraightway  went  off  to  the  Duke  of  Parma, 
?^lh  the  letter  in  his  pocket,  and  translated  it  to  him 
*7  QUidlelight,  as  he  was  careful  to  state  as  an  important 
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point  in  his  narrative.     And  Famese  was  fuller  of  fina 
phrases  than  ever, 

'■  ITiere  is  no  cause  whatever,"  said  be,  in  a  mo«t^ 
loving  manner,  "  to  doubt  mj-  sincerity.     Yet  the  Lorl— 
Treaauror  intimates  that  the  most  serene  Queen  is  di» — 
posed  BO  to  do.    But  if  I  had  not  the  very  best  intention*.^ 
and  desires  for  peace,  I  should  never  have  made  the  firs"*^ 
overtures.     If  I  did  not  wish  a  paoifio  conclusion,  wlia^^ 
in  the  world  forced  ms  to  do  what  I  have  done  ?    Ch^ 
the  contrary,  it  is  I  that  have  reason  to  Biis))e<ot  th. 
other  parties  with  lieir  long  delays,  by  which  tluey  hat — 
made  me  lose  the  best  part  of  the  summer."  ' 

He  then  commented  on  the  strong  expntseions  in  thM 
Kngliah  letters,  as  to  the  continuance  of  her  M^esty 
h^r  pious  resolutions ;  observed  that  he  was  thoroa| ' 
advised  of  the  disputes  between  the  Earl  of  Leiot 
and  the  States ;  and  added  that  it  was  very  impoi 
for  the  deputies  to  arrive  at  the  time  indicated  by 

"  Whatever  is  to  bo  done."  said  he,  in  coucluni 
"  let  it  be  done  quickly ,- "  and  with  that  he  said 
would  go  and  eat  a  bit  of  supper. 

"  And  may  I  communicate  Lord  Buighley's  letter 
any  one  else?"  asked  Do  Iioo. 

"  Yes,  yes,  to  the  Seigneur  de  Chamjiagny,  and  to  i 
secretary  Cosimo,"  answered  his  lligbness. 

So  tbe  merchant -negotiator  proceeded  at  once  to 
mansion  of  C'hampagny.  in  company  with  the  seoref 
Cosimo.    There  was  a  long  conference,  in  which  Da 
was  infonned  of  many  things  which  he  thuroughlv 
lieved,  and  faithfully  iruiisraitteil  to  the  court  of  El 
betb.     Alexander  had  dune  his  beat,  they  said,  to  dela 
the  arrival  of  his  fresh  tivops.     He  had  withdrawn  frei 
tbe  field,  on  various  pretexts,  hoping,  day  after  day,  tiu 
the  English  commissioners  would  arrive,  and  that  a  fln 
and  perpetual  peace  would  succeed  to  the  miseritia  < 
war.     Itut  as  time  wore  away,  and  there  came  no  ooi 


funaliprliM  iptnun 
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miKsioners,  the  Dnie  had  come  to  the  painful  conclusion 
Uiat  he  had  been  trifled  with.'  Rib  forces  would  now 
he  sent  into  Hollaud  to  find  something  to  eat ;  and  this 
■would  ensure  the  total  deBttuction  of  all  that  territory. 
lie  had  also  written  to  command  all  the  officers  of  the 
coming  troops  to  hasten  their  march,  in  order  that  he 
might  avoid  incurring  still  deeper  censure.  He  was 
much  ashamed,  in  truth,  to  have  been  wheedled  into 
passing  the  whole  &no  eeason  in  idleness.'  He  had  been 
sacrificing  hiniHulf  for  her  sacred  Majesty,  and  to  serve 
her  best  interests ;  and  now  he  found  himself  the  object 
of  her  mirth.'  Those  who  ought  to  be  well  informed 
Lad  asijurcd  him  that  the  Queen  was  only  waiting  to  see 
tow  the  K-ing  of  Navarre  was  getting  on  with  the  auxi- 
liary force  just  going  to  him  from  Germany,  tliat  she  had 
no  intention  whatever  to  make  peaoo,  and  that,  before 
long,  he  might  expect  all  these  German  mercenaries  upon 
liis  shoulders  in  the  Netherlands.  Nevertheless  he  was 
prepared  to  receive  them  with  40,000  good  inlantry,  a 
splendid  cavalry  force,  and  plenty  of  money.' 

All  this  and  more  did  the  credulous  Andrew  greedily 
devour,  and  he  lost  no  time  in  communicating  the  im- 
portant   intelligence  to  her   Majesty  and    the    Lord- 
Treasnrer.     He  implored  her,  he  said,  upon  his  bare 
knees,  prostrate  on  the  ground,  and  from  the  moat  pro- 
found and  veritable  centre  of  his  heart  and  wi(h  all  his 
sfiiil  and  all  his  strength,'  to  believe  in  the  truth  of  the 
matters  thus  confided  to  him.    He  would  pledge  his  im- 
•  mortal  soul,  which  was  of  more  value  to  him — as  he 
correctly  observed — than  even  the  crown  of  Spain,  that 
the  King,  the  Duke,  and  his  counsellors,  were  most  sin- 
cerely desirous  of  peace,  and  actuated  by  the  most  loving 
^^Mid  benevolent  motives.     Alexander  Famese  was  "  the 
^Huidotd  to  the  Cuke  of  Alva,"  kindly  sent  by  heaven, 
^^^teoiUraria  cotitmriin  curentur,  and  if  the  entire  security 
^^Pf'tbe  sacred  Queen  were  not  now  obtained,  together 
^^^iith  a  perfect  re-integration  of  love  between  her  Majesty 
and  the  King  of  Spain,  and  with  the  assured  tranquillity 
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and  perpetual  proepority  of  the  Netherlands,  it  would  bs 
tte  feult  of  Englaud.  uot  of  Spain.' 

Aud  no  doubt  the  merchant  believed  all  that  was  told 
him,  and — what  was  worse — that  he  fully  iinpreased  hia 
own  convictions  upon  her  Majesty  and  Lord  Burghley, 
to  say  nothing  of  the  comptroller,  who,  poor  man.  had 
great  facility  in  believing  anything  that  oame  from  tlio 
court  of  the  Most  Catholic  King.  Yet  it  ia  painful  to 
reflect,  that  in  all  these  commuuicatious  of  Alexander 
and  bis  agents,  there  was  not  one  single  word  of  troth. 
It  was  all  false  fi-om  beginning  to  end,  as  to  the  counter- 
manding of  the  troo]is,  as  to  the  pacific  int«nlious  of  tho- 
King  and  Duke,  and  a^  to  the  proposed  eampaigu  in^ 
Friesland,  in  case  of  rupture,  and  all  the  reet.  But  ibis 
will  be  conclusively  proved  a  little  later, 

Meantime  the  conference  had  been  most  amicable  anA- 
satisfactory.  And  when  business  was  over,  Champagn^ 
— not  a  whit  the  worae  for  the  severe  jilting  which  h"^ 
had  so  recently  sustained  from  the  widow  De  Bours^ 
now  Mre.  Aristotle  Patton — invited  De  Loo  and  Sect*—' 
tary  Cosimo  to  supper.  And  the  three  made  a  night  oG 
it,  sitting  up  late,  and  draining  such  huge  bumpers  Iom 
the  health  of  tbe  Queen  of  England,  that — as  tho  exc«l-^ 
lent  Andrew  subsequently  informed  Lord  Borghlejr— ~' 
his  head  ached  most  bravely  next  morning.' 

And  MO,  amid  the  din  of  hostile  preparation  not  only 
in  Cadiz  and  Lisbon,  but  in  Ghent,  and  Sluys,  udi 
Antwerp,  tbe  import  of  which  it  seemed  difficult  to  mis-e 
take,  the  comedy  of  negotiation  waa  still  rehearsing,  uiA 
tho  principal  actors  were  already  familiar  with  tliettf 
respective  parts.  Thoi'o  were  tlio  Karl  of  Iterby.  KnighO 
of  the  Garter,  and  my  Lord  (Johham,  and  puzzling  l«niuw 
Croft,  and  other  Englishmen,  actually  believing  thatP 
tbe  farce  was  a  solemn  reality.  There  was  AlexMid«^ 
of  I'anna  thoroughly  aware  of  the  contrary.  Th 
was  Andrew  Do  Loo,  more  talkative,  more  oredukinB, 
more  busy  than  ever,  and  more  fully  Jtnprossed  with  ibv 
importance  of  his  misHon ;  and  there  was  tho  wlui»- 
lieaidcd  Lord- Treasurer  turning  complicated  {wragraphs, 

I  t>i  LoouBuriblfT.  MS.  ln^dUd.       lUaiuilU  dl  uw  iiicn  l(Mita,Rdil<tat 

*«.  w  iiiKshw.  »  ^n*-  wt.  «  '■ 


^^_mim  over  i%DgiFUiu  coma  oe  aiaperfiea.  V 

^^^L  'YhQ  OATninrHflinTiprH  lihrniUl  i^nnMt    if  t^uTv  t}iA  DiiIta  nT  ' 

^postUe  ] 
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alubing  his  bead,  ami  waving  bis  wand  acroBS  tbe 
witt«r,  08  if,  by  sitch  expedients,  the  Btorm  about  to 
I  Jmrst  over  England  could  be  disperfied. 

commissioners  should  come,  it'  only  the  Duke  of 
would  declare  on  his  word  of  honour,  that  these 
preparations,  with  which  all  Christendom  was 
ringing,  were  not  intended  against  England  ;  or — if 
that  really  were  the  case — if  be  woidd  request  hia 
toaster  to  abandon  all  aneh  schemeR,  and  if  I'hilip  in 
eonseqaence  would  promise,  on  tho  honour  of  a  prince, 
"~  Bukki!  no  bot^tile  attempts  against  that  countij.' 

There  woiild  really  seem  an  almoet  Arcadian  simpli- 

'    in  auch  demands,  coming  from  so  practised  a  statee- 

a8  tbe  Lord-Treasurer,  and  from  a  woman  of  ench 

"brilliant  intellect  as  Elizabeth  unquestionably  possessed. 

Sut  we  read  the  history  of  !o87,  not  only  by  the  light 

«f  subsequent  events,  hut  by  the  almost    mioroeoopio 

:7evolations  of  sontiments    and    motives,  which  a  full 

3icniNal  of  the  Hocret  documents  in  Ibose  ancient  cabinets, 

-^Eifiords.     At  that    moment,  it  was  not  ignorance  nor 

^ialness  wbifib  was  leading  England  towards  the  pitfall 

^30  artfully  dug    by  Spain.      Thore  was    trust  in  the 

^y lighted  word  of  a  chivalrous  soldior  like  Alexander 

— ■I'amese,*  of  a  most  religious  and  anointed  monarch  like 

^^ETiilip  II.     English  frankness,  plaj-ing  cards  npon  the 

~*able,  was  no  match  for  Italian  and  Spanish  legerde- 

>  "Hyn  as  psi^bl)',  I  nqaln  jon    SpUn  of  I1i«e  prcpanLJons.  luil  t>^  to- 

:~*Mh  tml,  «n  MBirtpca  rtUwroThli  k 
^j4|»  tta>l  thne  prvfwiilloa*  hit  no 

''^v^'IIUiailnlcxuior  othervlK.  Ifbebe  thai  Iht  nDDUDMoiKn  iboDLd  oone.*' 

^^;WibkUiunnllic  wu>.  thohil  tbe  Bniitalt?  to  A.  Dd  Loo,  la  OvL  »«I.  (S. 

^^>,UMIlKirlll.bTbt>  wRIUaann  P.OffinMS.) 

'"^rlloiairihii  ha  will.  uFDohb  honour,  ■  At  earlr  u  Aigut,  Uie  Duke  h^ 

'^UaanpeiUtlon.mdU  Uw  ElDl  hli  pcopoKd  ■  ccMallon  of  amu.  tu  gnal 

^   '    ""         —   "'"  ■     """■  BctloH.  « to  whlcfa.H  bu  b«n  jibniHLiiitly  ■havn bj 

Q  to    faU  Ibon^tt.    "I'bc  Dnln  of  nunw,  to 
Mj.    Uw  aid  Um  inntr  i 
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main, — a  ayBtom  ftccordiog  to  which,  to  dohuuil  ih© 
antagoniet  by  every  kind  of  falsehood  and  trickery  was 
the  legitimate  end  of  diplomacy  and  slatesmatinhip.  I 
was  well  known  that  there  were  great  preparatioD§  i 
Spain,  Portugal,  and  the  obedient  Netherlands,  by  land 
and  sea.  But  tjir  Sobert  tiidney'  was  persuaded  that 
the  expedition  was  intended  for  Africa ;  even  the  Pope 
was  completely  rnvBtified — to  the  intense  delight  of 
Philip — and  Biirghley,  enlightened  hy  tho  sagacious  Do 
Loo,  WB8  convinced,  that  even  in  case  of  a  ruptui 
whole  strength  of  the  ypaniBh  anna  was  to  be  exerted 
in  reducing  Friealand  and  OveryaKel.  But  WalsingbAm 
was  never  deceived ;  for  he  had  learned  from  Demo- 
sthenes a  lesson  with  which  William  the  Silent,  i 
famous  Apology,  had  made  the  world  familiar,  that  tht 
mdy  citadel  against  a  tyrant  and  a  cmimeror  teas  ditiriint, 

Alexander,  much  grieved  that  doubts  should  still  be 
felt  as  to  his  sincerity,  renewed  the  most  exuberant  e 
preseioiLB  of  that  sentiment,  together  with  gentle  eoi 
plaints  against  the  diiatoriness  which  had  procoeded 
from  tho  doubt,  Her  Majesty  had  long  been  aware,  ha 
said,  of  his  anxiety  to  bring  ahuut  a  perfect  reconcilia- 
tion ;  but  he  had  waited,  month  after  month,  for  her 
commissioners,  and  had  waited  in  vain.  His  hopes  hod 
been  dashed  to  the  ground.  The  affair  had  been  indo- 
finitely  spun  out,  and  he  could  not  resist  the  convictioB 
that  her  Majesty  had  changed  her  mind.  NoverthelNi, 
as  Andrew  Do  Loo  was  again  proceeding  to  EugU 
the  Duke  seized  the  opportunity  oiice  more  to  kiss  her] 
band,  and>— although  he  had  well  nigh  resolved  to  think, 
no  mi>re  on  the  stibjcot — to  renew  his  declarations,  that^ 
if  the  muoh-covetcd  peace  wore  not  concluded,  the 
blame  could  not  be  imputed  to  him,  and  that  he  shonld 
stand  guiltlees  before  God  aud  the  world,  Uo  had 
done,  and  was  still  ready  to  do,  all  which  became 
Christian  and  a  man  desirous  of  the  public  veUaro  a 
tranquillity." 

'  "'IticncuwwiMautotBrKliivnj  t  -Rmu  d,  nuio  mlo  !»***■ 
Uteli,  UiMair  the  pn^mnllaia  UHRim  pcnin  |1l  iklul  d1  muan.  •  Bm 
(Drs«iUlapl*alnAM(*.*>>H'l'«U]'    tutu  In  tmnmt.  ih«  Vn 
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"When  Burghley  read  theea  fine  pbraaeB  he  was  much 
impressed ;  and  they  were  pronounced  nt  the  English 
court  to  be  "very  princely  and  Christianly,"  An 
elaborate  comment  too  was  drawn  up  by  the  comp- 
troller on  everj-  line  of  the  letter.  "  These  be  veiy 
good  words,"  said  the  comptroller.' 

But  the  Queen  was  even  more  pleased  with  the  last 
proof  of  the  Duke's  sincerity,  than  even  Burghley  and 
Croft  had  been.  Disregarding  all  the  warnings  of  Wal- 
eingfaam,  she  renewed  her  expressions  of  boundless 
confidence  in  the  wily  Italian.  "  \\'e  do  assure  yon," 
wrot*  the  Lords,  "  and  bo  you  shall  dti  well  to  btow  it  to 
the  Duke  upon  our  honours,  that  her  Majesty  saith  she 
thinkelh  both  their  minds  to  accord  upon  one  good  and 
Christian  meaning,  though  their  ministers  may  per- 
chance sound  upon  a  discord."*  And  she  repeated  her 
resolution  lo  send  over  her  commissioners,  so  soon  as 
the  Duke  had  satisfied  her  as  to  the  hostile  preparatioua. 

We  have  now  seen  the  good  faith  of  the  English 
Queen  towards  the  Spanish  govoniment.  We  have  seen 
her  boimdlesH  trust  m  the  sincerity  of  Fsmese  and  his 
master.  We  have  heard  the  exuberant  professions  of 
sn  honest  intention  to  bring  about  a  firm  and  lasting 
peace,  which  fell  &um  the  lips  of  Famese  and  of  bis 
confidential  agents.  It  is  now  uecessarj'  to  glide  for  a 
moment  into  the  socrot  cabinet  of  flulip,  in  order  to 
satisfy  ourselves  as  to  the  value  of  all  those  professions. 
The  attention  of  the  reader  is  solicited  to  these  investi- 
gations, because  the  year  1587  was  a  most  critical 
Esriod  in  the  history  of  English,  Dutch,  and  European 
berty.     The  coming  year  1588  hod  been  long  spoken 
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of  in  prophecy,  as  the  year  of  doom,  perhapfl  rif  ihe 
deatrnction  of  the  world,  but  it  waa  in  1 587.  the  yp*r  rf 
expectation  and  preparation,  that  the  luatei'iatK  wen 
slowly  combioiDg  out  of  which  that  year's  hiatary  *« 
to  he  formed. 

And  there  sat  the  patient  letter-writer  in  hia  aihinat 
huay  with  his  schemes.  His  grey  head  was  wlitt«niiig 
laat.  He  was  sixty  years  of  age.  His  imtav  *m 
slight,  his  figare  stooping,  his  digestion  very  we^  bit 
manner  more  glacial  and  sepulchral  than  ever:  hoi  if 
there  were  a  hard-working  man  in  Europe,  that  nw 
was  Philip  II,  And  there  ho  sat  at  his  table,  BorawlnK 
his  apostillca.  The  fine  innumerable  threads  whiM 
stretched  aorosa  the  aurfaco  of  Christendom,  and  oomwi 
il  aa  with  a  net,  all  converged  in  that  nilent  cheetl<»» 
cell,  France  waa  kypt  in  a  state  of  perpetual  civil  mr; 
the  Netherlands  had  boon  converted  into  a  ahamblMl 
Ireland  was  maintained  in  a  state  of  chronic  rebelliun; 
Scotland  was  torn  with  internal  fends,  regularly  oWHr 
ized  and  paid  for  by  Philip ;  and  its  young  monaru-' 
*>  that  lying  Eii^  of  Scots,"  as  Leicester  called  bim- 
was  ke^  in  a  leash  ready  to  be  dipped  upon  Englu 
when  his  master  should  give  the  word;  and  Enpuif 
herself  WBfi  palpitating  with  the  duily  e)tptict»twit» 
seeing  a  disciplined  horde  of  brigands  let  ivom  VfCT^ 
her  shores ;  and  all  this  misery,  past,  prOMnti  tli 
fiiture,  was  almost  wholly  due  to  the  excrtiinu  <t 
that  gray-haired  letter-writer  at  his  pcaccriil  UluvT' 
table. 


letter,  entrusted  \o  a  young  Count  do  Rantzon,  had  i''-^^ 
intercepted  by  the  States— the  envoy  not  having  av^rf 
himself,  in  time,  of  his  diplomatiu  capacity,  and  hara^ 
in  consequence  been  treated,  for  a  moment,  Ilk*  < 
priaoner  of  war.  The  States  had  immediately  nddnae 
earnest  lettere  of  urotoBt  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  decUrii 
that  nothing  whicn  the  enemy  could  do  in  war  was  hi 
BO  horrible  to  them  as  the  mere  mention  of  peace.  IJA^' 
honour,  religion,  liberty,  their  all,  wero  at  atake,  tht 
said,  and  would  go  down  in  one  unjveraal  ahipwro^ 

Siaco  should    be  concluded;    and    they  impiorod  I 
ajeatj  to  a'sort  the  vroposed  intercoasiun  of  the  T" 
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^      Wilkes  wrote  to  Walsingham,'  derotmeing  tlmt 

"*«n«tivh  and   his  minifiters  as  Btipendiaries  of  Spftin, 

^bile,  on  the  other  hand,  tlie  Diiko  of   I'airoa,  ufter 

'I'^'UtefjusIy  thanking  the  King  for  his  offer  of  medial  ion, 

"■'t-atrilwd  him  to  Philip  as  such  a  dogged  heretic,'  that 

?'.'  B'wii  was  to  he  derived  from  him,  except  by  meoling 

ijja  fraudulent  offers  with  an  equally  fiaudulent  response. 

'  here  will  bo  nothing  loet,  said  Alezandor.  by  affecting 

'**  listen  to  bis  proposals,  and  moantime  yoiir  Majesty 

I"l«1  proofed  with  the  preparationa  against  England-' 

''hi»wns  in  the  first  week  of  the  year  1587. 

hi  Ft'briiary,  and  almost  on  the  very  day  when  Parma 
^0«  writing  those    affectionate   letters    to    Elizalwth, 
^i^lliing  nothing  bnt  peace,  he  was  carefully  conning 
■*  Tiiliji'ii  directions  in  regai'd  to  the  all-important  biisi- 
"eas  iif  the  invasion.     He  was  informed  by  his  master, 
'hat  one  hundred  vcBfiels,  forty  of  them  of  largL'Mt  size, 
'*■«[»  nnito  ready,  together  with  1 2,000  Spanish  infantry, 
^lolnding  3000  of  the  old  legion,  and  that  there  were 
^^^niiteora  more  than  enough/     I'hilip  had  also  taken 
^K^le,  be  snid,  of  Alexander's  advice  as  to  choosing  the 
^BJMHcnt  when  the  crops  in  England  had  just  been  got  in, 
••  the  harvest  of  so  fertile  a  country  would  easily  snp- 
1  '•^irt  an  invading  force  ;    bnt  he  advised  neverlhelesa 
'"It  ilie  army  shorild  be  thoroiighly  victualled  at  start- 
'  '  'g.'    Finding  that  Alexander  did  not  qnite  approve  of 
''<^  Irisli  ]»rt  of  the  plan,  he  would  reconsider  the  point, 
'  '"I  think  more  of  the  Ifile  of  Wight ;  but  perhaps  still 
•lao  other  place  might  be  discovered,  n  descent  upon 
'■"liich  might  inspire  that  enemy  with  still  greater  terror 
'*«'l  poiifuBion.     It  would  he  difficult  for  him,  he  said, 
**^  gmnt  the  tlOOO  men  aakcd  for  by  the  Scotch  malcon- 
r^nts,  withont  seriotisly  weakening  hia  armada  ;    bnt 
*»ere  must  bo  no  positive  refusal,  for  a  concerted  action 
^^ith  tho  Scotch  lords  and  their  adherents  was  indispen- 
sable.    The  secret,  said  the  King,  had  been  profoundly 
J^*pt,  and  neither  in  Spain  nor  in  Rome  had  anything 
^JJBn   allowed    to    transpire.     Alenandor    was    warned 
^^'•tarefore  to  do  his  best  to  maintain  the  mystery,  for  tlio 
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enciiuy  was  trying  veiy  hard  to  penetrate  tlieir  actWat 
and  their  though te.' 

And  certainly  Alexander  did  his  beet.  Re  rvfliol  In 
hie  master,  by  transmitting  copies  uf  the  lettere  Iiu  hiJ 
been  writing  with  bis  own  bond  to  tbe  Qneen,  ouii  of 
the  pacific  messages  be  had  sent  her  through  (.'hamti^iiT 


ccmftwed.  nil 


and  De  Loo.*  She  is  juHt  now  eomewhat 
he,  and  thoee  of  her  counsellors  who  denire  peace  m 
more  eager  than  ever  for  negotiation.  She  is  veiy  mtuk 
nfHicled  with  the  loss  of  Deventer,  and  is  quanvDit^ 
with  the  French  ambassador  about  the  new  comqiiiicy 
for  her  assassinatiiiu.  The  nj>p(irtnni^  is  a  binnI  im. 
and  if  she  writes  an  answer  to  my  letter,  said  Alesatidcrt 
we  can  keep  the  negotiation  alive :  while,  if  she  iloea  Wt. 
'twill  be  A  proof  that  she  lias  cantntele<l  Icnguta  wiA 
other  parties.  Bnt,  in  any  event,  tbe  Doko  ferrsDlly 
implored  Philip  not  to  pause  in  his  prcpantiuu*  for  tiu 
great  enterprise  which  he  had  conceived  in  his  iwsl 
breast,*  So  ui^nt  for  the  iuvaBion  wa«  ihe  pauwlorog 
genend. 

He  alluded  also  to  the  supposition  that  the  qiw^ 
between  her  Majesty  and  the  French  envoy  was  a  nt* 
fetch,  and  only  one  of  the  results  of  Dellicvre's  miMOL 
Whether  that  diplomatist  had  been  sent  to  cenAnnvorH 
reality  to  approve,  in  the  name  of  his  master,  of  <bi 
Scottish  Queen's  execution,  Alexander  would  Into  InH 
discussed  by  Don  Bernardino  de  Mendoza,  the  Sjmuu 
ambassador  in  Paris ;  bnt  he  was  of  n}>inion  that  iIn 
anger  of  tie  (^ueen  with  France  was  a  fiction,  and  b< 
euppoHed  league  with  Fninoe  and  Geimauy  ikgitinst  Sp««^^ 
0  fact.'     I'puu  thix  pLiint,  as  it  appears  fiuiu  BacntK] 
WalHtngham's  lamentations,  tbe  antule  Fanie«e  wunli' 
taken.     In  truth  he  was  frequently  led  into  error  %( 
attributing  to  the  English  policy  the  same  aerpcutiM 
movement  and  venomous  purpose  which  eJiaraot«rixtd 
Iiifi  own  :  and  we  have  already  ecen,  that  KliubirthM*  . 
ready,  on  the  contntrj',  to  quarrel  with  the  Staloa,  wilk  J 
Frauuc,  with  all  the  world,  if  she  could  only  mcvt*  (UI 
ginKl-will  of  I'hilip, 

ITie  French  matter,  indiesolubly  connected  i 
^Bumarch's  schemes,  willi  his  designs  upon  England  M 
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'•olland,  was  causing  Alexander  much  anxiety.  He 
■^renuw  great  difficulty  in  mainlaining  liiat  indispensable 
'^ivilwai*  ill  Fnince,  and  thought  that  a  peace  might, 
'^>m^  fine  day,  be  declared  between  Henry  HI.  and  the 
'  iiguunole,  when  leaat  expected.  In  consequence,  the 
'I'Ve  of  Gnise  was  becoming  very  importunate  for 
tiilip'g  HubKidieB.  "Mucio  comes  beggiug  to  me,"  said 
-  ^tma,  ■'  with  the  very  greatest  eamostnesB.  and  utters 
•^utliing  but  lameotations  and  cries  of  misery.'  He 
**lKd  for  2S,000  of  the  150,000  ducats  promised  him. 
^  give  them.  Soon  afterwards  he  writes,  with  just  as 
*'»iicli  anxiety,  for  25,000  more.  These  I  did  not  give  ; 
fitttly,  because  I  had  them  not "  (^whieh  would  seem  a 
"Ufficient  reasonj,  "  and  secondly,  because  I  wished  to 
pRitract  matters  as  much  as  possible.  He  is  constantly 
'■Jmiading  me  of  your  Majesty's  promise  of  300.000 
'lucatu.  in  case  he  comes  to  a  mptnre  with  the  King  of 
^'iBOCB,  and  I  always  assure  him  that  your  Majesty  will 
*eep  all  prumises." ' 

Pliilip,  on  his  part,  through  the  months  of  spring. 

*<*ntiniied  to  assure  his  generoliBsimo  of  his  steady  pre- 

I>ariklions  by  sea  and  land.     He  had  ordered  llcndnza  to 

)■»»?  ihe  Scotch  lords  the  sum  demanded  by  them,  hut 

'*<il  till  after  they  hud  done  the  deed  agreed  upon  ;  and 

**«  to  the  W-X)  men,  he  felt  obliged,  he  said,  to  defer  that 

!**a[ter  for  the  moment,  and  to  leave  the  decision  u^miii 

!*  to  the  Duke.'     Famesa  kept  his  sovereign  minutely 

'•iformed  of  the  negotiations  carried  on  through  C'ham- 

J^"y  and  He  Loo,  and  expressed  his  constant  opinion 

■**«t  ihi?  Queen  was  influenced  by  motives  as  hypoori- 

■sj'Ul  a»  his  own.     She  was  only  seeking,  he  said,  to 

^|boeire,  to  defraud,  to  put  him  to  sleep,  by  those  feigned 

^^Rtotiations,  while  she  was  making  her  combinations 

^BlQi  iVanoe  and  Germany  for  the  ruin  of  Spain.    There 

■Milt  no  virtue  to  bo  expected  from  her,  except  she  ivas 

L™(lBtpetlod  thereto  by  pure  necessity.*     ITie  English,  he 

(-^tUI,  were  hst«d  and  abhorred  by  the  natives  of  Holland 

^lld  Zoeland,*  and  it  behoved  Philip  to  seize  so  fitvourable 
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an  opportunity  for  urging  on  hia  great  plan  with  nil  I 
Bn<!cd  in  the  world.  It  miglit  he  that  the  Quuen,  e(«i 
tiioBe  mighty  preparations,  oven  although  nirt  sustwct'i 
that  she  herself  was  to  be  ijivaded,  would  trumlilG 
her  sitfety,  if  the  Netherlands  should  be  cnished. 
if  she  Biicoeeded  in  deceiving  Spuin,  and  putting  Phi 
and  Panna  to  Mleep,  ehe  might  woU  boast  of  having  n  " 
fools  of  them  all.'  The  negotiations  for  pence  and 
preparations  for  the  invasion  should  go  Bimullnneon 
forward,  therefore,  and  the  money  would,  in  ounseq 
come  more  sparingly  to  the  Provinces  from  the  I'^ngL 
ootTers,  and  the  disputes  between  England  and  tJic  Sta 
would  be  multiplied.  The  Duke  also  be^cd  to  be  , 
formed  whether  any  terms  could  be  laid  down,  uf 
whiL'h  the  King  really  would  conclude  peace,  in  on 
that  he  might  make  no  mistake  for  want  of  inctructi< 
pr  requisite  powers.  The  condition  of  France  wm  1 
coming  more  alarming  every  day,  he  eaid.  In  At' 
"wordw.  there  was  an  ever-growing  chance  of  reac* 
that  dJBtiacted  country.  The  Qneen  of  England  ^ 
cementing  a  strong  league  between  hereolf,  lie  Fn*« 
King,  and  the  Iiugueuot«,  and  mattuw  were  li-tiki 
very  serious.  Tlie  impending  peace  in  Fnmon  wn' 
never  do,  and  Philip  should  prevent  it  in  time  bygiv 
Mucio  his  money.  Unless  the  French  are  entangled  * 
at  war  among  themselves,  it  ts  quite  dear,  said  All 
ander,  that  we  ceo  never  think  of  carrying  out  on 
scheme  of  invading  England.' 

The  King  thoroughly  concurred  in  all  that  vrtat  * 
and  dono  by  h'u  faitliful  governor  and  gi^iiontl.  llr  ■ 
no  intention  of  concluding  a  peace  on  ruiy  termo  W^ 
ever,  and  therefore  c<iuld  name  uo  conditicsns ;  but' 
quite  appnivod  of  a  continuance  of  tliu  ui'gotiali(> 
The  English,  he  was  convinced.  we»«  utterly  faW 
their  part,  and  the  King  of  Denmark's  prupowtioo 
mediate  was  part  and  parcel  of  ihe  same  general  fW* 
He  waa  quite  aonsiblo  of  the  necessity  of  giTinsMoi 
the  money  lo  prevent  a  paoifioation  in  France,  ana  wrt 
send  lettera  of  exuhange  on  Agostino  Spinola  fbr  t 
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o  on  steadily 


i 

^^BOO.OOO  dnoate.  Meantime  Fur 

^^Hlrith  his  preparatiuns  fur  the  iu< 

^^^   The  secretary  of  stale,  Hon  Juuu  do  Idiaquez,  also 

vrrote  niost  earnestly  on  the  great  subject  to  the  Duke. 

•'It  is  not  to  be  esaggf.TatBd,"  ho  said,  "how  set  his 

Majesty  in  in  the  all-imp  ortaut  business.     Ifyouwitsh 

-to  manifest  towanls  him  the  most  flattering  obedienne 

H>aD  earth,  and  to  oblige  him  as  much  as  you  could  wish, 

^^Bpve  him  this  great  satisfaction  l/iis  i/eia:    Since  you  have 

fBwnioy,  prepare  everything  out  there,  conquer  all  diffi- 

■.   enlties,  aud  do  the  deed  fiu  soon  as  the  forces  of  Spain 

and  Italy  arrive,  according  to  the  plan  laid  down  by 

yonr  Esccllcucy  lant  year.     Maka  use  of  the  negntwtvjm  for 

pKKn  fii-  t/iig  ont  purpose,  and  no  more,  aud  do  the  busineaa 

like  the  man  yon  are.     Attribute  the  liberty  of  this 

advice  to  my  desire  to  servu  yon  more  than  any  other, 

to  luy  knowledge  of  how  much  you  will  thereby  gratify 

lii«  Majesty,  and  to  my  fear  of  bis  resentment  towards 

■  Jfwi,  in  the  contraiy  oaee." ' 

:  And,  on  the  same  day,  in  order  that  there  might  be  no 

Sonbt  of  ttie  royal  sentiments,  Philip  expressed , himself 

*  Uaigth  on  the  whole  snbject.    The  deaUngs  of  Famesa 

*i^  the  English,  and  bis  feeding  them  with  hopes  of 

?«Me.  would  have  given  him  mure  satiSfeetion,  he  ob- 

j '  Jstved,  if  it  had  caused  their  preparations  to  slacken ; 

VTOti  UQ   the  contrary,    their    boldness  had   inureawed. 

r.  ■Utty  hud  perpotrated  the  inhuman  murder  of  the  IJueen 

■  **  OOola,  and  moreover,  not  content  with  their  piracies 

E*««ttBnd  in  Ibe  Indiea,  they  had  dared  to  invade  the 

of  !>pa«n,  as  would  appear  in  the  narrative  trane- 

I  to  FameMo  of  the  late  events  at  Cadiji,     And 

^ugh  tiiat  daiiKige  icas  trmall,  said  Philip,  there  resulted 

K  nry  great  obligation  to  t^o  thorn  seriously  in  hand-* 


'  Itillp  tu  Pinu.    IS  Ajvil,  lfi«T. 

1o«  traloi  •to  pu 

'Irft.  Ik  lUnuan  Ma.) 

mas.  )•!,=».  «U. 

' " :«"  «pOfdt  ™mr««  qnm  puMlo 

jr.irlbuy-VniEi 

•«■  HmCq  «li«««a»pnucl|«1  (Ito 

H  Ui  n  dMW  «Tvl 

^•«lui  or  Kogliiiul).    SI  V»  Hi'  1> 

iDqaHmii  ipm 

.«■«  I«r  I.  BV"  H«U"  <l»l«  ">™. 

tltUmli*  ■  ni«iiu.iuWm.d*l-™ie 

tMrtJ."      1>0I|JU1 

i 


294 


THE  UNITED  SETHERLAXDS.  CnxT.  S^' 


\\. 


He  dtdined  sending  fu&  pouters  for  treating ;  bnt.  in  w;?^ 
to  make  use  of  the  same  ails  employed  by  tlie  Eugli™' 
lie  preferred  that  Alexander  shonld  not  undtvcive  ih^^™' 
bill  desired  him  to  espress,  as  out  of  his  own  head,  to  '*"* 
negotiators,  Ms  aHto&i(^fament  that  while  they  w^™ 
holding  such  langunge  they  should  commit  such  aclic^ "'''' 
Even  their  want  of  prudence  in  tbiw  provotini;  ■^''^ 
King,  when  their  strength  was  compared  to  hie,  wki  ■^K"'' 
be  sjHtken  of  bj  Kamese  aa  wonderful,  and  he  wai^-  .'' 
express  the  opinion  that  his  Majesty  would  think  t^^'" 
raueh  wanting  in  circumspection,  should  he  go  on  ufc  ^09 
tiating  while  they  were  playing  such  tricks.  "V^  '* 
muBt  show  yourself  very  sennitive  about  this  cti 
ootitinued  Philip,  "and  you  must  give  tliom  to 
stand  that  I  am  quit«  as  angry  as  j'ou.  You  must  try^ 
draw  from  them  some  oEfor  of  natisfkotion— howe"" 
false  it  will  bo  in  realily — such  as  a  pro|KiMj  lu  re^^ 
the  fleet,  or  an  as^rtion  tliat  the  deeda  of  I>nikc 
Cadis  were  without  the  knowledge  and  oontrury  Iw 
will  of  tJie  Queen,  and  that  she  very  much  rcgivls  i 
or  something  of  that  sort."  ' 

It  has  been  already  shown  that  FamcBo  was 
sucoemful  in  eliciting  from  tlie  Queen,  through 
mouth  of  Lord  Itun^hley,  as  ample  a  disaviiwal 
repudiation  of  Sir  Krancis  Drake  as  tlie  King  c 
posnihly  desirt-.  Whether  it  wonld  have  the  dwii 
effect  of  allaying  the  wrath  of  Philip,  utiglit  have 
better  foretold,  could  the  lettor,  with  which  in 
now  occupied,  have  been  laid  njwn  the  Greeni 
ooimcil-board. 

"  When  you  have  got  such  a  disavowal."  coni 
his  Uajcsty,  "yon  are  to  act  as  if  entirely  taken  ia  a^ 
imposed  upon  by   them,   and,   pretending    to   bolic« 
everything  they  tell  you,  you  must  ronow  the  negoir 
tions,  proceed  to  name  commissioners,  and  propoiw 
meeting  upon  neutral  territory.'     As  for  powers,  a 
that  yon,  as  my  govoruor-geucml,  will  entrust  them 
your  deputies,  in  regard  to  tho  Nctherlaiiik.     Fo 
other  matters,  say  that  you  have  had  full  jMiwwrs  i^-  ..- 
many  months,  but  that  you  cannot  exhibit  thrni  wit^-^ 


ilnyt  (  U  rlBIli^-  fa.  tWI.  I« 
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jonditionB  wortty  of  my  acceptance  have  bepn  offered, 
ity  lliis  only  for  (he  sake  of  appearance.'  This  is  tha 
:rue  way  to  take  them  in,  and  bo  the  peace' commU- 
donere  may  meet.  But  t«  you  only  do  I  declare  that 
ny  iiUentioii  is  that  this  nhaS  tuiv&r  had  to  any  result^  whatever 
nitditi-Jns  may  b«  offered  by  them.  On  the  CLintniry,  all  this 
e  d€me— just  as  they  do — to  deceive  them,  and  to  cool 
hem  in  their  preparations  for  defence,  by  inducing 
hem  to  believe  that  such  proparatione  will  be  unneces- 
ary.'  Ion  art  vxU  mmre  tJttU  flu  rerxsrso  of  all  thii  is  the 
nak,  and  that  on  our  part  there  is  tn  bo  no  slackneBu, 
lut  the  greatest  diligence  in  our  efforts  for  the  invaeion 
if  England,  for  which  we  have  already  made  the  moet 
,bani)Hnt  provision  in  men,  ships,  and  money,  of  which 
■on  are  well  aware."* 

Ib  it  strange  th«t  the  Queen  of  England  was  de- 
jeived?  Is  it  matter  of  surprise,  censure,  or  efaatne, 
hat  no  English  slatesman  was  astute  enough  or  base 
<noTigh  to  contend  with  such  diplomacy,  which  seemed 
nspircd  only  by  the  very  felher  of  lies  ? 

"Although  we  thus  enter  into  negotiations,"  con- 
iDued  the  King — unveiling  himself,  with  a  solemn 
ndecency,  not  agreeable  to  contemplate — ^"  without 
iny  intention  of  concluding  them,  you  can  always  get 
mt  of  them  with  great  honour,  by  taking  umbrage 
ibont  the  point  of  religion  and  about  some  other  of  tho 
Mitrageous  propositions  whicli  they  are  like  to  propose, 
ind  of  which  there  are  plenty  in  the  letters  of  Andrew 
ie  Loo.*  Your  oommissioners  must  bo  instructed  to 
"ofer  all  important  matters  to  youi'  personal  decision. 
ITie  English  will  be  asking  for  damages  for  money 
ipent  ifl  aaedating  my  rebels ;  your  commissionerB  wilt 
Mnt«iid  that  damages  are  rather  due  to  me.  Thus,  and 
B  other  w^ys,  time  will  be  spent.  Your  own  envoys 
ire  not  to  know  the  secret  any  more  than  the  Knglish 
Jiemsolves.  I  tell  it  to  you  only.  Thus  you  will  pro- 
seed  with  the  negotiations,  now  yielding  on  one  point, 
ind  now  insisting  on  another,  but  directing  all  to  tlio 
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game  oliject — to  ffua  time  while  pruccxxling  with  tlia 
preparation  for  the  iuvaitiou,  accui'ding  to  the  pUs 
already  a^eoil  upon," ' 

Certainly  tlie  Most  Catholio  King  seemed,  id  lliit 
reuarkitble  letter,  to  htive  outdone  himself;  and  Fiuitow 
that  sincere  Farueae,  in  whose  lo^al,  truth-telli&g,  clu- 
valroiut  ohiiractor,  the  Qiieun  and  her  couoHelJuni  plM«d 
Buch  impliuit  reliance — WJiiId  thenceforwaid  no  loni 
be  embaJTastjed  an  to  the  course  he  wau  to  adopt, 
lie  daily,  through  thick  and  thin,  and  with  tvery 
variety  of  ciruumetance  and  detail  wliit'h  a  gi^niiu 
fertile  in  fiction  could  suggest,  such  was  the  ctUnpIo 
rule  proecribed  hy  his  uovereign.  And  the  rulA  wu 
imp]  icilly  obeyed,  and  the  English  aovereign  thoroughly 
deceived.  The  secret  confided  only  to  tho  tailUitl 
breaut  of  Alexander  was  religiously  kopt.  Even  tho 
Pope  wa§  outwilted.  Ilia  HolinesH  propijB«d  to  Philip 
the  invasion  of  £ngland,  and  ofTered  a  niillitm  tci  furthu 
the  plan.  He  was  motit  desirous  tu  be  iufonaod  if  tha 
project  was  resolved  upon,  and,  if  m,  wUun  it  wna  b 
1x9  accomplished.  The  King  took  the  Pupa's  tnillion, 
bat  relixsed  lUe  desired  iufonnation.  Ho  answered 
evasively,  ile  had  a  very  good  wilt  to  invade  ths 
country,  he  said,  but  thero  WL'ro  great  difBcuIliea  io 
the  way.*  After  a  time,  the  l'o)>e  again  triud  tu  piT 
into  the  matter,*  and  again  offered  the  niilliou.  wtuta 
I'bilip  had  only  accepted  for  the  time  when  it  migbt 
Ihi  wanted,  giving  him  at  the  same  time  to  undorstwii 
that  it  was  not  necessary  at  that  time,  bccautw  then 
Were  tht'n  great  impt'dimenla.  "Thus  1k<  is  plcdg«d 
tu  give  uie  the  subsidy,  and  1  aiu  not  plodgi-d  for  lh» 
time,"  said  I'hili}i,  "  and  I  keep  my  secret,  which  is  tbft 
most  iiupurtant  of  all."  * 

Vet.  after  all,  Faruese  did  not  eee  bia  wfty  cIm 
towards  the  consummation  of  the  plan,  Ilia  army  )m 
wofiiUy  dwindled,  and  before  he  could  eerionslj  Ml 
about  ulterior  matters,  it  would  bo  necenaary  Io  b  '  ~ 
iho  city  of  Sluys.     This  was  to  prove — as  all«ftdy  « 

1  '  tVidrr^  yr  ultounlH  oi  um  pnn-    i*  SimiMK,  Ml 
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*  ttost  arduouB  enterprise.  He  complained  to  Philip  ' 
^f  liin  inadequate  eupplioK  both  in  men  and  money. 
^oft  project  conceived  in  the  rojal  broaet  was  worth 
fading  millions  for,  he  said  :  and  alihoiigh  by  zeal  anil 
^^Vtition  he  cuuld  accomplish  sometluug,  yet  after  all 
lit  wiu,  no  more  thau  a  man,  and  without  the  necetaary 
■"Wing  the  scheme  could  uot  succeed.'  But  Philip,  o'u 
j™  contrary,  was  in  the  highest  posaiblo  epirits.  He 
™<1  culleuted  more  money,  he  declared,  than  had  ever 
•^U  seen  before  in  the  world.'  He  had  two  million 
fliioau  in  reserve,  beaides  the  Pope's  million,  the 
'  ''tilth  were  in  a  most  excellent  state  of  division,  and 
J-'fi  invasion  should  be  made  this  year  without  iail. 
'hi}  fleet  would  arrive  in  the  English  Channel  hy  the 
pd  of  the  summer,  which  would  be  exactly  in  con- 
"'ttily  with  Alexander's  ideas.  The  invasion  was  to 
"*  Uircefold :  from  Scotland,  under  the  Jicotph  earls 
*?<J  ihcir  followers,  with  the  money  and  troops  far- 
'^Ked  by  Philip ;  from  the  Netherlands,  under  Panna ; 
'""i  by  the  groat  Spanish  armada  itself,  upon  the  Islo 

Might  Alexander  must,  recommend  himself  to  God, 
''  vrhone  causu  ho  was  acting,  and  then  do  his  duty. 
^''>ich  by  very  plain  before  him.  If  ho  ever  wished 
"  givu  his  sovereign  satisfaction  in  his  life,  he  was  to 
■' '  the  deed  that  year,  whatever  might  betide.'  Never 
'''Uil  ihens  be  so  fortunate  a  conjunction  of  circum- 
-■-ticos  ag&in.  Fi-ance  was  in  a  state  of  revolution,  the 
' '  '■  '■nuoi  lovies  were  weak,  the  Turk  was  fully  occuriied 
■'  I'ersia,  an  onormoua  maas  of  money,  over  and  above 
'|"i  Pope's  million,  had  been  got  together,  and  although 
'  ''>  wofon  WM  somewhat  advanced,  it  was  certain  that 
i'K>  Duke  would  cijuqner  all  impedimenls.  and  be  the 
".'"truiuent  by  which  his  royal  master  might  render  to 
yod  ihiit  service  which  he  was  bo  anxious  to  perform, 
"-titliiwiastic,  though  gout>',  Phili])  grasped  the  pcn'in 
"^liT  U>  scrawl  a  few  words  with  his  own  royal  hand- 
"  This  hutduess  is  of  such  importance,"  he  said,  "  and 

'  fuiu  to  PbllJii.  31  Uof,  litX,  Mudo,  IncatFofniiiturrnlUilbeFrcDdi 
(iith.  it  StmUHu.  M&)  king.    Oitamtlm  ui 
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it  is  BO  necesBary  that  it  should  not  be  delayi-d.  that  I 
caanot  rofraia  from  urging  it  upon  yon  ub  murh  »a  [ 
can.  1  bbunlil  do  it  even  more  amply,  if  thia  banil 
would  allow  nie,  which  has  l>een  crippled  with  gont 
these  several  days,  and  my  feet  as  well,  and  altbongli 
it  is  unatteadod  with  pain,  yet  it  is  an  impediment  to 
writing." ' 

Struggling  thus  against  his  own  difficnltio«,  and 
triumphantly  accomplishing  a  whole  paragraph  wilh 
disabled  hand,  it  was  natural  that  the  King  should 
expect  Aliixander,  then  deep  in  the  siege  of  Slujs,  to 
vanq^uish  all  his  obstacles  as  siicceKsfuUy,  and  to  effect 
the  conquest  of  England  so  soon  as  the  harvesto  of  that 
kingdom  should  bo  garnered. 

Sluys  was  surrendered  at  last,  and  the  gi-cat  enter- 
priae  seemed  ripening  from  honr  to  hour.  Buring  tit* 
months  of  autumn,  upon  the  voty  daj'B  'when  then 
loving  messages,  mixed  with  gentle  r^proacbea,  wen 
sent  by  Alexander  to  Elizabeth,  and  almost  at  the  edf- 
samo  hoTirs  in  which  boneet  Andrew  de  I,oo  ww 
getting  such  head-aches  by  drinking  the  Queen's  hcalllt 
with  Cosimo  and  (^hanipngny,  the  Dmlcc  and  I'hilip 
were  interchanging  detailed  information  na  tn  the  prtt- 
gress  of  the  invasion.  The  King  calculated  that  hy  th« 
middle  of  8ept-.>mber  Alexander  wonld  have  a(J,0O0 
men  in  the  Netherlands  ready  for  embarkation.  SlaP- 
quifl  Santa  Cruz  was  announoed  as  nearly  ready  to  nit 
for  the  KuglLsh  Channel  with  22.00i>  more,  anioiig 
whom  were  to  be  16,000  seasoned  Spanish  infantry. 
The  Marquis  was  then  to  extend  the  hand  to  I'arma, 
and  protect  that  passage  to  England  which  the  UnW 
was  at  once  to  cU'cct.  The  danger  might  Iw  gnMt  (at 
so  large  a  fleet  to  navigate  tho  seas  at  ao  Inte  «  w» 
of  the  year  ;  but  Philip  was  attre  that  God,  whiwo  o 
it  was,  would  be  pleased  to  give  good  weather.'  Tha. 
Duke  was  to  send,  with  infinite  precnntiims  of  micreqy, 
infonnatiun  wliieh  the  Marquis  would  ex]iect  off  lIshaBl; 
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^■^d  be  qtute  ready  to  act  so  eoon  as  S»nfa  Cntz  should 
^BirriTe.  Most  earueHtly  and  anxiondy  did  the  King 
•deprecate  any  thought  of  deferring  the  expedition  to 
iriother  year.  If  delayed,  the  obstAcles  of  the  follow- 
in;  siiniiuer — a  peace  in  France,  a  peace  between  the 
1  urk  and  I'enna,  and  oihcr  contingencies — would  caiiso 
iif  wb<fle  project  to  fail,  and  Philip  declared,  with 
miL'h  itc-ration,  that  raonoy,  reputation,  honour,  his 
■A-ii  ohamoter  and  that  of  ('amene,  and  God's  eeryice. 
"■ore  all  at  Bfake,'  He  was  impitient  at  anggcstiona  of 
lilSculties  occasionally  ■ventured  by  the  Duke,  who 
was  reminded  that  he  had  been  appointed  chief  of  the 
^reat  enterfiriso  by  the  spontaneous  choice  of  his 
utoster,  and  that  all  his  plans  had  been  minutely  fol- 
lowed. '■  Vou  are  the  author  of  the  whole  scheme," 
■aid  I'hilip,  '■  and  if  it  is  all  to  vanish  into  space,  what 
kind  of  a  figure  fihall  we  ctit  the  coming  year?"* 
Again  and  again  he  referred  to  the  immense  sum  col- 
lected— such  OS  never  before  had  been  seen  since  the 
world  was  made^,800,000  ducats  with  2,000,000  in 
leaurre,  of  which  he  was  authorized  to  draw  for  500,000 
^•b  advance,  to  suy  nothing  of  the  Pope's  million.* 

t  Aleiandor,  while  straining  every  nerve  to  obey 
I  master's  wishes  aboat  the    invasion,  and  to  blind 
t  English  by  the  fictitious  negotiations,  ■was  not  so 
e  as  his  sovereign.     In  truth,  there  was  some- 
gBg  puerile  in  the  oagomess  which  Philip  manifested. 
B  liad  made  up  his  miud  that  England  was  to  be  con- 
iered  that  autumn,  and  had  endeavoured — as  well  as 
!  could — to    comprehend  the  plans   which   his  illus- 
trious genonil  had  laid   down  for  accnmpliBhing  that 
Jiiirpose.     Of  course,  to  any  man  of  average  intellect, 
_  or,  in  truth,  b)  any  man  outside  a  madhouse,  it  would 
^^Bem  ma  essential  part  of  the  conquest  that  the  Armada 
^Bpould  arrive.     Yet — wonderful  to  relate — I'hilip  In  hia 
^Vbpati«ice,  absolutely  su^ested  that  the  Duke  might 
tflie  poeeeseion  of  England  mtlumt  iDaitingfar  t<inta  Crux 
'■"il  hia  Aitimdii.      As  the    autumn    had  been  wearing 
irfiy,  and  there  had  been  imavoidable  delays  about  the 

'  VuMp  In  Piniw,  4  Sipt.  IS 
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BliipjiiDg  iu  Spanifib  ports,  the  King  thought  it  btiat  not 
to  defer  matters  till  the  winter.  "  You  are,  donbtloa, 
retidy,"  ho  eaid  to  Faniese.  "If  yon  think  you  i 
make  the  pasEage  to  £iigliuid  before  tho  fleet  from  Spun 
arrives,  gi)  at  once.  Vuu  may  be  utire  tliat  it  will  come 
ere  long  to  support  you.  But  if  you  prefer  to  wait, 
wait.  The  dangers  of  wintor  to  the  fleet  and  to  yoni 
awn  person  are  to  I>e  regretted,  but  God,  whose  cause 
it  in,  will  protect  joii." ' 

It  was  easy  to  at  quite  out  of  harm's  way,  and  to 
nuake  such  exeellent  arrangements  for  smooth  weather 
in  tho  wintry  Chiinnol,  and  for  the  ■conquest  of  a  mari- 
time and  martiul  kingdom  by  a  few  flat  boltoms.  Philip 
hud  little  difficulty  on  that  acoro,  but  tho  affain  <if 
Franco  were  not  quite  to  his  mind.  The  battlo  of 
Coutraf,  and  the  entrance  of  the  German  and  Swis 
mercenaries  into  that  country,  were  somewhat  ])orpl«s- 
ing.  Either  those  auxiliaries  of  the  Un^^neuots  wnuU 
be  defeated,  or  they  would  be  viotorioue.  or  both  partial 
would  come  to  an  agreement.  In  the  firtit  erent,  Um 
Duke,  after  sending  a  little  asfiistanoe  to  Mucto,  waa  to 
effcot  hie  passage  to  England  at  once.  In  the  seodlM 
cane,  thoiie  troops,  even  though  suceeEsfal,  would  donbt- 
leaa  be  so  much  dtsoi^anized  that  it  might  be  etiU  Baft 
for  Famcso  tu  go  on.  Iu  the  third  contingoncy — thai 
of  Fin  accord  —it  would  be  noneseary  for  him  to  wait  till 
the  foreign  troops  had  dislmnded  and  left  Franoo.  Hc 
was  to  nuCntain  all  his  forces  in  perfect  readinMH,a 
pretext  of  the  tlireatening  aspect  of  French  r 
and,  HO  soon  as  Uie  Swiss  and  tiennaita  wore  diimrni 
he  wan  to  pr(«eed  to  busiiiesM  without  delay.'  lljo  A 
would  bo  ready  in  Spain  iu  all  November,  but  ma  nm 
affairs  were  so  doubtful,  partioularly  iu  winter,  wid  ■ 
the  Armada  oould  not  roach  tho  Channel  till  mid-winks 
tha  Dili*  icrw  Tiot  to  wait/or  its  a/n'ivi/.  "  VVheuovor  yoi 
Bee  a  favoiinible  op]H>rtimity,"  said  l^hilip,  "you  rnoi 
take  caro  not  to  lotto  it,  ovon  if  tho  fleet  has  not  mkili 
its  appearanoe.  For  you  may  bo  sure  that  it  will  mu 
come  to  give  you  assistaiiw,  iu  one  way  or  auotbcr.** 


1  PluLIp  «.  IVna. 
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AND  IMAGINCS  PARMA  IX  EKGLAXD. 

Famese  Lad  also  been  Htrictly  enjoined  to  deal 
gently  with  tbe  English,  after  the  numiueBt,  ao  (liat  they 
would  have  cause  tij  fove  their  new  master.  His  tioopB 
were  not  to  forget  Jisoipline  after  victory.  There  was 
to  be  no  pillage  or  rapine.  The  Catbolica  were  to  be 
handiiuinely  rewarded,  and  all  the  inhabitants  -were  to 
he  treated  wi(h  bo  mneh  indulgence  that,  instead  of 
abhorring  Parma  and  his  soldiers,  they  would  coueeive 
a  strong  affection  foT  them  all,  as  the  Bource  of  so  many 
benefits.'  Again  the  Duke  was  warmly  commended  for 
the  tkill  with  wliich  he  had  handled  the  petice-negotia- 
tion.  It  was  quite  right  to  appoint  com mixsi oners,  hut 
it  WHS  never  for  an  instant  to  be  forgotten  that  the  nolo 
object  of  treating  was  to  tjike  the  English  unawares. 
"  And  therefore  do  you  guide  them  to  tltis  end,"  said 
the  King  with  piouM  unction,  "  which  is  what  you  owe 
to  God,  in  whose  service  I  have  engaged  in  this  enter- 

Eise,  and  (o  whom  I  have  dedioated  the  whole."'  The 
ing  of  France,  too — that  unfortunate  Henry  III., 
against  whose  throne  and  life  Philip  maintained  in  con- 
stant i>ay  an  organized  band  of  conspirators — was  affec- 
tionately adjured,  tiirough  the  Spanish  envoy  in  Paris, 
Mcndoza,  in  reflect  upon  the  ndvantoges  to  Franco  of  & 
t'ttholic  king  and  kingdom  of  England,  in  place  of  the 
heretics  now  in  power.* 

Bat  Philip,  growing  more  and  more  sanguine,  as 
iLose  visions  of  fresh  crownw  and  eonquered  kingdoms 
rose  before  him  in  his  solitary  cell,  had  even  persuaded 
himself  that  the  deed  was  already  done.  In  the  early 
rUyd  I'f  Deoember,  he  eipressed  a  doubt  whether  his 
Hth  November  letter  had  reached  tbe  Duke,  who  Ij/ 
thai  iiine  (Cos  probaUff  vi  Eiiglaitd.*  One  would  have 
Ihoagbl  the  King  addressing  a  tourist  just  starting  on  a 
liltle  ]deaeure  eKcursion.  And  this  was  precisely  the 
moment  when  Alexander  had  been  writing  those  affeo- 
lionate  phrascB  to  the  Queen  which  had  been  considered 
\>y  the  coimsellors  at  Greenwich  eo  "princely  and 
fiiristiaiily."  and  which  Croft  had  pronounced  such 
"Tcry  good  words.", 

'  Phll[ploI*nM,JS0rt.lSB7.  (Airli.  la  ofiMto."  (Ilimp  loPMTn*.liiiildl*d.) 
waisuiKU,  MR.J  >  l-liillplallonBmunlltinJcMniDou, 

pal^  ■  atttt  Hn  qpil  a  0I  Etiv  ^evf.  a  ln<a.        *  HilLllilD  Pinna,  II  l>w,  IStlT,  (Anb. 
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If  there  had  been  no  hoBtile  fleet  to  preTMil,  it 
was  to  be  hoped,  said  Philip,  that,  in  the  nuiu  nf 
God,  the  passage  had  been  made.  "  Once  LuiM 
there,"  coiitiiiued  the  King,  "  I  am  persuaded  llmt  yuu 
will  give  me  a  good  account  of  yourself,  and,  wi4 
the  help  of  our  Lord,  that  yon  will  do  that  service 
which  1  desire  to  render  to  Him,  and  that  He  will 
guide  our  cause,  which  is  Hitt  own,  and  of  such  grakt 
importance  to  His  church.'"  A  part  of  the  fleet  wonld 
soon  after  arrive  and  bring  bik  thousand  Spaniard 
the  Pope's  million,  end  other  good  things,  which  mighl 
prove  useful  to  Parma,  presupjiosing  that  they  vmii 
find  him  establ^hed  on  the  enemy's  territory.' 

Tliis  conviction  (hat  the  enturprise  bad  been  alna&f 
accomplished  grow  stronger  jn  llio  King's  breiut  ovoiy 
day.  He  wna  only  a  little  disturbed  le«t  Fanwsft 
should  have  misunderstood  that  14lh  Novonibor  latten 
Philip— as  his  wont  was— had  gone  into  so  jtaaf 
potty  and  puzzling  details,  and  had  laid  down  nilfll 
of  action  suitable  for  varioiifi  contingencies,  so  muy  U 
put  comfortably  upon  paper,  but  which  might  hecon 
iiorplexing  in  action,  that  it  was  no  wonder  be  fibonl) 
bo  a  little  anxious.  The  third  contingency  BOf^fAai^ 
by  him  had  really  occurred,  There  had  been  a  iim 
positiDn  between  the  foreign  raerceuarien  and  tlu 
French  King.  Koverthelcss  ttiey  had  also  been  once  tX 
twice  defeated,  and  this  was  contingency  number  two 
Now  which  of  the  events  would  tho  Duke  consider  a 
having  really  occurred.  It  was  to  be  hoped  tluU  tri 
would  have  not  seen  cAuse  for  delay,  for  in  truth  numbo, 
three  was  not  exactly  the  contingency  which  ciiMo^ 
France  was  Btill  in  a  very  satisfactory  state  of  disooni 
and  rebellion.  The  civil  war  was  by  no  means  ottri. 
There  was  small  fear  of  peace  that  winter,  (iivo  Mncid 
hia  pittance  with  frugal  hand,  and  that  dungnmna  mi« 
sonoge  would  ensure  tranquillity  for  I'hiliii's  pnneofc 
and  miser)-  for  Honry  III.  and  his  subjeot«  fur  mi  tai^ 
finite  |>eriud  longer.  Tho  King  thought  it  improfaaU^ 
that  PamcHe  oould  have  made  any  mistuku.'     Ho  •? 


•  riiiiip  u  rum,  }i&  iMdM. 


inreseed  therefore  a  little  anxiety  at  having  received  no 
intelligence  from  him,  but  great  confidence  tliat,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Lord  and  of  his  own  courage  he  had 
aiwmjjuiluvl  the  gnat  exploit.  Philip  had  only  recom- 
mended delay  in  event  of  a  general  peace  in  Fmnce — 
Uagaenote,  KoyaliBtB,  Leaguen;,  and  all.  This  had  not 
hsppeiitMi.  ■■  Therefore,  1  trust, "  said  the  King,  "that 
^ou — perceiving  that  this  ie  not  contingency  number 
three  which  was  to  jiiatify  a  pause — will  have  already 
executed  the  enteniriNe,  and  fidfillcd  my  desire.  I  am 
confident  that  the  deed  is  done,  and  that  God  has 
blowed  it,  and  I  am  now  eipecting  the  news  from  hour 
to  hour,'" 

But  Alosaniler  had  not'yet  arrived  in  England.  Tlio 
prt>UminarieH  for  the  conquest  caused  him  more  per- 
pleiity  than  the  whole  enterprise  occasioned  to  Philip. 
lie  Wits  very  short  of  funds.  The  five  millions  were 
"ot  to  be  touched,  except  for  the  expenses  of  the  inva- 
•■ion.  But  as  England  was  to  be  Bubjngated,  in  ordor 
'^lat  rebellious  Holland  might  be  recovered,  it  was 
™dly  n-awnable  to  go-  away  leaving  such  iniidequate 
'woegin  the  Netherlands  as  to  ensure  not  only  inde- 
P^ndBnce  to  the  now  republic,  but  to  hold  out  temptation 
*^  revolt  to  (ho  obedient  ProviucoB.  Yet  this  was  the 
Qilciiunfl  in  which  the  Diike  was  placed.  So  much 
■^ley  had  been  set  a^ide  for  the  grand  project  that 
I'lere  was  scarcely  anything  for  the  regular  military 
"""iness.  The  customary  supplies  had  not  been  sent. 
'  iriua  hud  leave  to  draw  for  six  hundred  thousand 
'"'•-■nU,  and  ho  was  able  to  get  that  draft  discounted  on 
'''"  .Vntwerp  Exchange  by  consenting  to  receive  five 
'■""ilred  thonsund.  or  sacrificing  Rixteen  per  cent,  of  the 
'"".'  X  good  number  of  transporlM  and  scows  had  been 
'  'Elected,  bat  there  had  Inien  a  deficiency  of  inonoy  for 
'iicir  proper  equipment,  as  the  five  millions  had  been 
^'■17  dow  in  coming,  and  vrcm  still  upon  the  road.  The 
"tiole  enterprise  was  on  the  point  of  being  sacrificed, 
"(■folding  to  Famese,  for  want  of  fiinds.  The  time  for 
doing  the  deed  had  arrived,  and  be  declared  himself 


I    (HilllploI'Bnq^MS.Luldtol). 
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jncapftoitated  by  poverty.    He  expressed  his  disgn^  mi 

reeentment  in  langriago  more  onei^etio  tlian  ixmrlly, 

and  protoBted  iLat  he  wus  not  to  blame.     "  I  iJwujt 

thought,"  said  ho,  bitterly,  "that  your  Majesty  wrunW 

,  jrovide  all  that  was  necessary  even  in  superflnify,  »M 

I  ttot  limit  me  beneath  the  ordinary.     I  diil  not  sup|tne,| 

'  when  it  was  most  important  to  have  ready  money.  iW 

I  should  be  kept  short,  and  not  allowct.1  to  Hmvr  oerfiit' 

sums  by  anticipation,  which  I  should  have  done  had  yor 

not  forbidden."' 

This  was  through  life  a  sinking  oharacteiistio  i* 
Philip.  Enormous  schemes  were  laid  out  with  Mtttstf 
inadequate  provision  for  their  accomplishmoht,  iwi  *; 
confident  expectation  entertained  that  mid  visions «".* 
in  Bome  indefinite  way,  to  be  converted  into  eabelABW- 
realities,  without  fatigue  or  ]>ereonal  exertion  ub  iot 
part,  and  with  a  very  trifling  outlay  of  ready  mtmej'. 

Meantime  the  faithful  Famcse  did  his  best.  Ht?  i" 
indefatigable  night  and  day  in  getting  his  IxmiIa  tuptlifl 
and  providing  hia  munitions  of  war.  lie  dug  a  c^«4 
from  Sas  de  Gand— which  was  one  of  his  prinwi™,, 
depota^ — all  the  way  to  Sluya,  liocuuse  iLo  water  c*** 
ninnication  between  those  two  points  was  (■ntiwl.'r'* 
the  hands  of  the  Hollanders  and  Zeelandera.  Thp  I"''*- 
cniisers  swarmed  in  the  Scheldt,  from  Flushing  al"*^ 
to  Antwerp,  so  that  it  was  quite  impossible  for  I'wiM* 
forces  to  venture  fortli  at  all ;  and  it  also  soemed  hep*" 
less  to  hazard  putting  to  soa  from  Slnys,*  At  tli*  »«JJ 
time  he  had  appointed  his  commiasioners  *  to  tnttwtfl 
the  English  envoys  already  named  by  the  Queen.  ' 
had  been  much  delay  in  tbg  arrival  of  tliosf-  dcpirt 
on  aooouut  of  the  n'lise  raised  by  Bamevcld  and  fc 
f  jUowera ;  but  Burghley  was  now  uangnino  that  fl 
exposure  of  what  ho  called  the  Adrocatc's  weditiail 
false,  and  perverse  pioceoilingn.  would  enable  LtiitwM 
to  procure  the  conHont  of  the  States  to  a  nul-rtlT^^ 
peace. 
And  thna,  with  these  parallel  schemes  of  invudoa  ■ 
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p)tuttioii,apriag.  summBr.and  auhimn,  had  worn  away, 
a  Cruz  was  still  wiih  his  fleet  in  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and 
&  Azores ;  and  Parma  was  in  Brusselfl,  when  Philip 
fondly  imagined  him  establi.shed  in  Greenwich  Palace, 
"Whcii  mtide  aware  of  his  master's  prcpoaterons  eipecta- 
tioiiB,  Alexander  would  have  been  perhaps  amuBea,  had 
lie  not  been  half  besiija  himself  with  indignation.  Such. 
fully  seemed  iacrcdilile.  There  was  not  the  Blighteet 
appearance  of  a  poiwibility  of  making  a  passage  without 
tlib  pruteotion  of  the  Spanish  fleet,  ho  observed.  His 
-weasels  were  mere  transport-boats,  without  the  least 
power  of  resisting  an  enemy.  The  Hollanders  and 
^eelanders,  with  one  hundred  and  forty  cruisers,  had 
shut  him  up  in  all  directions.     He  could  neither  get 

Bit  from  Antwerp  nor  from  Sluys.  There  were  large 
Iglish  ships,  too,  cruising  in  the  Channel,  and  they 
(■«  getting  ready  in  the  Netherlands  and  in  England 
moat  farionaly," '  The  delays  had  been  so  great,  that 
their  secret  had  been  poorly  kept,  and  the  enemy  was 
on  his  guard.  If  Santa  Cruz  had  come,  Alexander 
declarwl  that  he  should  have  already  been  in  England. 
^^Tien  he  did  oome  he  should  still  be  prepared  to  make 
"  ho  passage  ;  but  to  talk  of  such  un  attempt  without  the 
\rTuada  was  senseless,  and  he  denounced  the  madness 
■  ■!  that  proposition  lo  his  Majesty  in  vehenjent  and  un- 
4«wured  terms.'  His  army,  by  sickness  and  other 
,  had  been  reduced  to  one-half  the  number  con- 
i  necessary  for  the  invasion,  and  the  rebels  had 
tblished  regular  squadrons  in  tlie  Scheldt,  in  the 
>ery  teeth  of  the  forts  at  Lillo,  Liefkenshock,  Saftingen, 
'*nA  other  points  close  to  Antwerp.  There  were  so 
<uany  of  these  war-vessels,  and  all  in  such  excellent 
''rdor.  that  they  were  a  most  notable  embarrassment  to 
liin,  he  observed,  and  his  own  flotilla  would  nm  great 
!l'^tc  of  being  utterly  destroyed.  Alexander  had  been 
!  '^isoimUy  superintending  matters  at  Sluys,  Ghent,  and 

I-^twerp,  and  had  strengthened  with  artillery  the  canal 
whieh  he  had  conslructed  between  Sub  and  Sluys.  Mean- 
lime  his  fresh  troops  had  been  slowly  arriving,  but 
nitich  sickness  prevailed  among  them.  The  Italians 
"'■Te  dying  fast,  almost  all  the  Spaniards  were  in  hos- 
yltal,  and  the  others  were  so  crippled  and  worn  out 

l-inn.  In  PttlLlp.  II  IKf.  IMl.  {.Yn 
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that  it  was  most  pitiitb]e  to  behold  them  ;  yot  it  v 
Bolutely  QeceBsary  that  those  who  were  in  health  shonli 
accompany  him  to  Ehigland,'  since  otherwise  lits  8pa 
force  would  be  altogether  too  weak  to  do  the  sei 
expected.  He  liad  got  together  a  good  number  of  ii 
Iiorta.  Not  counting  his  Antwerp  fleet — which  miqIi 
not  etir  from  port,  sa  he  bitterly  complained,  nor  be  ( 
any  use,  on  account  of  the  rebel  blockade — hn  ha 
l>etween  Dunkerk  and  Newport  sevcnty-fonr  vcwdi  I 
various  kinds  fit  for  sea-service,  one  hundred  and  fifi 
flat-bottoms  (pleytas),  and  ecTenty  river-hoys,  all  whic 
wore  to  be  assembled  at  Sluye,  whence  they  wonld— 
soon  as  Santa  Cnia  shonid  make  hia  apjiearHUce— < 
forth  for  England.*  This  force  of  transports  he  |n 
nounced  sufficient,  when  properly  protected  by  t 
Spanish  Armada,  to  carry  himself  and  his  tro<i|M  » 
the  Channel.  If,  therefore,  the  matter  did  not  h» 
publicly  known,  and  if  the  weather  proved  favunnUt 
it  was  probable  that  hia  Majesty's  desire  would  axUi  fa 
fnlfiUed  according  to  the  plan  proposed.  The  compUiNi 
of  light  horse  and  of  arquebus-men,  with  which  he  mtai 
to  make  his  entrance  into  London,  had  been  dothed 
armed,  and  mounted,  he  said,  in  a  manner  delighlAllt 
coutemplate,  and  those  soldiers  at  least  might  be  tm ' 
— if  they  could  only  effect  their  pasBago— 1«  do  g 
service,  and  mate  matters  quite  secure." 

But  oraftily  as  the  King  and  Duke  had  been  dealing 
it  had  been  found  impossible  to  keep  such  vast  p 
tions  entirely  secret.    WalsJngham  was  in  fiill  jkw 
of  their  plana  down  to  tha  most  minute  details. 
misfortune  was  that  be  was  unublo   tu    iturauads  h 
sovereign.  Lord  Burghloy,  ond  others  of  tho   )WK> 
party,  as  to  Ihe  accuracy  of  his  information.     Not  on) 
was  he  thoroughly  instmcted  in  regard  to  tlwj  numfa 
of  men,  vessels,  horses,  mules,  saddles,  Hpiun,  luiM 
baiTels  of  beer  and  tons  of  biscuit,  and  olhor  pnitivolH 
(if  the  contemplated  invasion,  but  he  had  even  receift 
curious  intelligeiico  as  to  the  gorgeous  eqnipmeBt  4 
thoHH  very  troopa  with  which  the  Duke  wa«jiiatiN 

<  h>^l»lnl%ll1^I■K.ll,l»s^  [An^    diwid"  cilua  til 

*  "So  liwiMiUiii,  unudo.  y  nml«l-    awi, 
■■dri.  ^w  ••  fUOH  ill  nritk,  r  ll  lokU- 


ttanotiiicing  to  the  King  hia  intention  of  making  bU  tri- 
iimiibal  entrance  into  the  English  capital.  Sir  Francis 
knew  how  many  thousand  j'aids  of  cramoisy  velvet,  how 
niauy  himdred weight  of  gold  and  silver  embroidery, 
how  mnch  satin  and  feathera,  and  what  quantity  of 
pearls  and  diamonds,  Faruese  had  been  providing  him- 
Belf  withaJ.  He  knew  the  tailors,  jewellers,  silver- 
smiths, and  haberdashers,  with  whom  the  great  Alejfandcr 
—as  he  now  began  to  be  called — had  been  dealing ;'  but 
when   he   spoke  at  the  ooancil-board,  it  was  to  ears 

'   -Thm  l>  firoildHl  [di  ILgbu  >  grcnl       Sir  W[UUm  BuiFll  wnU  daq  tram 


um  al  IAkbII  tmkra  mi  axm 

luUiH    liiLcailln«   ■  move 

•1.  inni  oonbirDr  «1<Ub  uid  tHHiti  1 

Fnira. 

Iwt  1*  uult  sou  p«Jr  ol  velvet  (b»t 

-The  PHn™  Bf  Punu.' 

.  crUown   vdrM;  uKt   In  e<«; 

Diaklug  (Ml  impwitiims 

■Jtt  .if  it«M  nxlt  at  itlk.wUW  Md 

pnl  .fUtf ;  uid  for  .  ui™ 

•)4dianlo1»Udgv  ror  dlvmut 

«nil  c«Uy  uppuil  lot  hia  u 

ciccel  tor  wbniOaj,  nn 

'-ipprt?d  hv  U  i^Df  for  E 

p  u  »)U1  ID  the  PriiKBlff  JolmAngtl.    » 

«nl  itlver  1o  embroider  his  appuvl    e 


■IlLba  Bliunbe* 


_  no  U>  un  (ho  vi;  will  balefe  Ciimlire;^,"  Jta. 

r  UUpf  dall;  Otroirenwi,  Irom  tbeUeveraeroT  nafrli^ 

KtlV  or  Ibe  PrinM  In  Ida  lug.  Nov.  t,  IsaT,  (S.P.OmwMS.) 

JuhnOnei  10  Wtbloghun,  Tliiu  air  Wllllun  ^m  to  hiva  been 

(fi,  P.  OfllciiMS,)  leH»ociiral«lrKniiHnlMwlUi  lbci»ov». 
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il  btd  bvm  fv  froDi 


THE  CKITED  XETHERLANDS.  Cli*P.  Slit 

wilfully  daaf.  Nor  was  much  concealed  from  the  Argi»- 
eyed  politicianB  in  the  republic.  The  Sialc«  were  mort 
and  more  intractable.  They  knew  nearly  oil  the  [rwb 
with  regard  to  the  intercoume  between  the  Quwn* 
r  .flovemuient  and  FameRe,  and  they  «iii«pected  more  tlun 
L  the  truth.  The  liet  of  English  oommisionorB  -pnyitaif 
agreed  upon  between  Burghley  and  Do  Loo  was  kno** 
to  Banieveld,  Maurice,  and  Hohenlo,  before  it  C^ne  *9 
the  earn  of  Leicester.  In  June  Buckhurst  had  beoi 
cenauied  by  Elizabeth  for  opening  the  pence  matlerU 
members  of  the  States,  according  to  her  bidding,  ud  w 
July  Leiceetor  was  rebuked  for  exactlv  the  oppoal* 
delinnuency.  She  was  very  angiy  that  he  had  JoUjei 
the  communication  of  her  policy  so  long,  b«t  she  *^ 
pressed  her  anger  only  when  that  policy  had  proTeJM 
transparent  aH  to  make  eoncealnient  hopeless.  LeiesrteT' 
as  well  as  Buokhurst,  knew  that  it  was  idle  to  talk  U 
the  Netherlanders  of  peace,  because  of  their  piofoiw 
diatruat  in  every  word  that  came  fi-om  Spanish  or  Ittdi** 
lipe  ;  but  Leicester,  less  frank  than  Buckliurst,  prefenv 
to  flatter  his  sovereign,  rather  than  to  tell  her  nrnteloMH 
truths.  More  fortunate  than  Bockhurst.  ho  wM  I* 
warded  for  his  flattery  by  boundlees  affection,  and  [tf* 
motion  to  the  very  highest  post  in  England  when  tb* 
hour  of  England's  greatest  peril  had  ariived,  whilt  ''i' 
truth-tolling  cotmscllor  was  consignevl  to  imprisoL. 
and  dii^i^rBce.  When  the  Queen  complained  shtfplr 
that  tlie  States  were  mocking  her,  and  that  d»  •• 
I  touched  in  honour  at  the  prospect  of  not  keoping  ^ 
plighted  word  to  Famese,  the  Earl  assured  her  timl  '"^ 
Ketberlandera  were  fast  changing  their  views:  t 
although  the  very  name  of  peace  had  till  then  Ik* 
oiliiiun  and  loathsome,'  yet  now.  as  coming  firom  W 
Majesty,  they  would  accept  it  with  thaukfal  heti* 
The  Slates,  or  the  loading  memheis  of  tlkat  asssaU^ 
factions  fellows,  pestilent  and  seditions  knariai,* 
doing  their  utmost,  and  were  singing  niri-iut'  eon 
enchant  and  delude  ibe  people,  but  they  were  fiuit 
their  in£uenoe^-«o  warmly  did  the  couatijr  dei 
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m  to  Uer  Ma^josty'a  pleasure.  He  ejcpatiated,  liow- 
ipon  the  difficulties  in  his  path.  The  knowledge 
sed  b)'  tJie  pestilent  followB  es  to  the  nctnal  posi- 
r  affairs  was  ven,'  mischievous.  It  was  honey  to 
ee  and  Ilohenln,'  he  said,  that  Ihe  Queen's  secret 
[jcB  with  Fttmese  had  thus  been  dispovered. 
ag  could  be  more  marked  than  the  jollity  with 
libe  ringleaders  hailed  these  preparations  for 
[jaking.*  for  they  now  felt  certain  that  the  govem- 
W  their  country  had  been  fiied  securely  in  their 
Hiads.  They  were  canonized,  said  the  Earl,  for 
boetility  to  peace.* 

illd  not  this  conviction,  on  the  part  of  men  who 
0  many  means  of  feeling  the  popular  puke,  have 
the  Queen's  government  pause.  To  servo  his 
lign  in  truth,  Leicester  might  havo  admitted  a 
lility  at  least  of  honesty  on  the  part  of  men  who 
90  ready  to  offer  up  their  lives  for  their  country. 
uvery  few  weeks  he  was  obliged  to  confess  that 
■tfe  were  no  longer  so  well  disposod  to  acquieeOA 
IpKJMlv'a  policy.  Tlie  great  majority,  both  of 
^BS  ani  the  pet'^o,  were  in  favour,  he  agreed,  of 
iding  tJie  war.  The  inhiibitants  of  the  little  Pro- 
of Holland  alone,  he  said,  had  avowed  their  deter- 
ion  to  maintain  their  rights — even  if  obliged  to 
Bingle-handod— and  to  shed  the  laat  drop  in  their 
,  rather  than  to  subiait  again  to  Spanish  tyranny.* 
teemed  a  heroic  resobitiou,  worthy  the  sympathy 
brave  Englishman,  but  the  Earl's  only  comment 
'twas,  that  it  jiroved  the  ringleaders"  either  to  ho 
or  else  the  mosl  bUndegt  atses  in  the  lairld."'  Re 
mpled,  on  repeated  occasions,  to  insinititte  that 
'dj  Hohenlo,  Bnya,  Koorda,  Sainte  Aldegonde. 
Naaaans.  had  organized  a  plot  to  sell  their 
0  Spain.*  Of  this  there  was  not  the  fiuntest 
I,  but  it  was  tho  only  way  in  whiuh  he  chose  to 
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account  for  their  persistent  opptwidon   to  the  peare- 

negotiations,  and  to  their  reluctance  to  confer  abwIuH 

power  on  himaejr.     "  'Tis  a  cmbbed,  siillen,  prouil  kioi 

of  people,"  said  he,  "  and  bent  on  eBtabtiEhin);  a  popnl«f 

government,"  ' — a  purpose  which  seemed  somewhat  in- 

oonRistoat  with  the  plot   for  Belling  their  00101117  f" 

Spain,  which  he  charged  in  the  same  breath  cm  the  tUK 

|nrHona. 

[  -     Early  in  Angust,  by  the  Queen's  command,  he  tai 

l^wnt  a  funual  commnuication    respecting  the    {nintB 

negotiations  to  the  States,  but  he  tx)uld  tell  iaeta  w 

secret.     The  names  of  the  commissioners,  and  eren  the 

RUpposed  articles  of  a  treaty  already  concluded,  inn 

flying  from  town  to  town,  from  mouth  to  mouth,  to  ^ 

the  Earl  pronounced  it  impossible  for  one  not  (in  ibe 

I  wpot  to  imagine  the  excitement  which  existed. 

1       He  had  sent  a  stale-counsel  lor,  one  Bardesiua,  to  tin 

I  Hague,  to  open  the  matter :  bot  that  personage  bad  <W 

f  ventured  to  whisper  a  word  to  one  or  two  raerabei»*» 

Pihe  States,  and  was  assured  that  the  proposition,  if  m«i*> 

I  vould  raise  mich  a  tumult  of  fury,  that  he  might  fetf  nc 

LiliB  life.     So  poor  Bardesius  came  baolt  to  LoioMter,  A" 

I;  en  his  knees,  and  implored  him  at  least  to  pause  in  tlM* 

B-Atal  proceedings.'     After  an  interval  he  sent  two  Ml'" 

^Sent  statesmen,  Valk  and  Menin,  to   lay  the  enbj*^ 

1»fore  the  assembly.     They  did  so,  and  it.  was  met  by 

fierce  denunciation.     On  their  return,  the  Earl,  fiodisC 

that  so  much  violence  had  been  excited,  protcndMi  th»J 

they  had  misundoretood  his  moaning,  and  thut  lie  I* 

never  meant  to  propose  peace- negotiations.     Hal  VJ* 

and  Menin  were  too  old  politicians  to  be  caught  id  '■K'' 

a  trap,  and  they  produced  a  brief,  drawn  up  in  ItaliM^^ 

the  foreign   language  best  understood   by  the  VkA-" 

with  his  own  corrections  and  interlineations,  so  th*!  b" 

was  forced  to  admit  that  there  bad  been  no  mi>ocinoet>' 

Leicester  at  Inst  c<uild  no  longer  doubt  thnt  ho*** 
Ttnivorsally  otlions  in  the  I'rovinoes.     liolK'nlo.  BaiBf- 
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velA,  anil  the  rest,  who  had  "  championed  the  country 
Bgainst  lh«  peace,"  were  carrying  aU  before  them. 
'Ilipy  had  pcrfiiiiuled  the  people  that  the  "  Queen  was 
but  a  tickle  stay  for  them,"  and  had  inflated  yonng 
Maurice  with  vast  ideas  of  hie  importance,  telling 
him  that  he  waa  "  a  natural  patriot,  the  image  of  hie 
noblo  father,  whoso  memory  was  yet  great  among  them, 
tus  good  reason,  d3-iBg  in  their  canse,  aa  he  had  done."  ' 
The  country  was  bent  on  a  popular  government,  and  on 
msintainiug  (he  war.  There  was  no  poBfiibilil^,  ho 
cnnfusscd,  that  they  would  ever  confer  the  authority  on 
liim  which  they  had  formerly  bestowed,'     Tlie  Queen 


now  moat  anxiously  claimed  permission  to  depart.  Above 
alt  things,  he  deprecated  being  employed  aa  a  peace- 
cnmmiasioner.  lie  was,  of  all  men,  the  most  unfit  for 
siirh  A  post.  At  the  same  time  he  implored  the  states- 
men at  home  to  be  wary  in  select-ing  the  wisest  persons 
for  that  njduous  duty,  in  order  that  the  peace  might  be 
made  for  Queen  Elizabeth,  as  well  as  fur  King  Philip. 
He  strongly  recommended,  for  that  duty,  Beale,  the 
ctmnpillor,  who  with  Killigrew  had  replaced  the  hated 
\VUk«s  and  the  pacific  Bartholomew  Clerk.  "  Mr.  Beale, 
brother-in-law  to  Walsingham,  is  in  ray  books  a  prince." 
said  the  Earl.  •'  He  was  ihvtcned  in  England,  but  most 
nsefiil  in  the  Netherlands.  Without  him  I  am  naked.'" 
And  at  la^t  the  governor  told  tlio  Queen  what  Buck- 
hnret  and  Wahdugham  had  been  perpetually  telling  her, 
that  the  Duke  of  Parma  meant  mischief;  and  he  sent 
tW  same  information  as  to  hundreds  of  boats  preparing. 
with  6000  shirts  for  camisadoa,  TOOO  pairs  of  wading 
bnotfi,  and  fmddlea,  stirmpa,  and  spurc,  enough  for  a 
choioo  band  of  3000  men.'  A  shrewd  troop,  said  the 
EmI,  of  the  fint  soldiers  in  Christendom,  to  be  landed 
■ome  fine  morning  in  England.  And  he  too  had  heard  of 
the  jewelled  suitjs  of  oramoisy  velvet,  and  all  the  rest  of 
the  finery  with  which  the  triumphant  Alexander  was 
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intending  to  astonish.  London.  "  Get  horees  enongbm^ 
muekets  enuugh  in  England,"  exclaimed  Leioester. "  no^ 
then  our  people  will  not  bo  beaten,  I  waiTBUt  yon,  if 
well  led." ' 

And  now,  the  governor — who,  in  order  to  soothe  hi« 
sovereign  and  comply  with  her  vehement  wifiheo,  W  "' 
long  misrepresents  the  slate  of  pnblic  feeling— not  onlj 
confessed  that  Papists  and  ProteHtants,  gentle  and  iiiiapl«i 
the  States  and  the  people,  throiighont  the  republic,  "i"* 
all  opposed  to  any  negotiation  with  the  enemy,  but  Uftw 
up  bis  own  voice,  and  in  earnest  language  espresMd  ha 
opinion  of  the  tJneen'K  infatuation. 

■'  Oh,  my  Lord,  what  a  treaty  is  this  for  peace,"  »» 
ho  to  Btirghley,  "  tliat  we  must  treat,  altogether  di»nB«' 
and  weakened,  and  Ihe  Eiug  having  made  his  fnrcw 
stronger  than  ever  he  bad  known  in  these  parte,  hcsid'* 
what  is  coming  out  of  Spain,  and  yet  we  will  presnnw  ■" 
good  conditions!  It  grievetli  me  to  the  heart.  Botl 
fear  yon  will  all  smart  for  it,  and  I  pray  God  her  M»j»«? 
feel  it  not,  if  it  be  His  blessed  will.  She  meanuth  w^ 
and  sincerely  to  have  peace,  but  God  knows  that  t}u>>* 
not  the  way.  Well,  God  Almighty  defend  ns  anil  tl" 
realm,  and  especially  her  Majesty.  Bnt  look  for  a  <i^ 
war,  or  a  miserable  peace,  to  undo  others  aud  wrt** 
o/fer."' 

Waleiugbam,  too,  was  determined  not  to  act  m  a  on"' 
missioner.     If  bis  failing  health  did   not  serve  tf  *" 
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excuse,  he  should  be  obliged  to  refuse,  he  saitl,  and  ao 
furfeit  her  fllujoHty'e  favour,  rather  than  be  instnimeiital 
in  briugiog  about  hor  ruin,  and  that  of  his  country. 
Never  for  an  iiutant  had  the  Secretary  of  State  faltered 
in  his  opposition  to  the  timid  policy  of  Burghley.  Again 
and  again  he  had  detected  the  iotrigneB  of  the  Lyrd- 
TreaBurer  and'Sir  James  Croft,  and  ridiculed  the  "  comp- 
troller's peace."  ' 

Aod  especially  did  Walaingham  bewail  the  iiiiplioit 
confidenee  which  the  Queen  placed  iu  the  sugary  words 
of  Alexander,  and  the  fotal  parsimony  which  caused  her 
to  neglect  defending  heraelf  against  Scotland  -, '  for  he 
voij  ae  well  informed  aH  was  Faroese  himself  of  Philip's 
arrangements  with  the  Scutch  lords,  and  of  the  subsidies 
in  meu  and  money  by  which  tiieir  invasion  of  England 
was  to  l>o  made  part  of  ihe  great  scheme.  "  No  one 
thing."  sighed  \\alsiugbam,  "doth  more  prognoKticattj 
an  alteration  of  this  estate,  than  that  a  prince  of  her 
Majesty 'a  judgment  nhould  neglect,  in  respect  of  a  little 

cliarges.  the  stopping  of  so  dangerous  a  gap 

The  mannor  of  our  cold  and  careless  proceeding  here,  in 
this  time  of  peril,  maketh  me  to  take  no  comfort  of  my 
rpcovery  of  health,  for  that  I  see,  unless  it  shall  please 
Gtxl  in  mercy  and  miraculously  to  preaervo  us,  we  cannot 
long  gtand." ' 

Leicester,  finding  himself  unable  to  counlenict  the 
pijlicy  of  Bumeveld  and  his  party,  by  expostulation  or 
argument,  conceived  a  very  dangerons  and  criminal 
project  biffore  he  left  the  country.  The  facts  aie  some- 
what veiled  in  mystery;  but  he  was  suspected,  on 
weighty  evidence,  of  a  design  to  kidnap  both  Maurice 
aud  Bameveld,  and  cany  them  off  to  England.  Of  this 
iatenlion,  which  was  foiled  at  any  rate  before  it  could 
be  carried  into  execntion,  there  is  perhaps  not  conclu- 
sive proof,  but  it  has  already  been  shown,  from  a  deci- 
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phered  letter,  that  the  Qneen  had  once  giTen  Bacthurrt 
and  Wilkes  peremptory  orders  to  Eoize  the  pereon  of 
Hohenlo.  aud  it  is  ijuite  possible  that  similar  ordore  nuy 
have  been  received  at  a  lat«r  moment  with  regard  tr>  th« 
yotmg  Count  and  the  Advocate.  At  any  rate,  it  is  cci^ 
tAin  that  late  in  the  autumn  some  friends  of  Bameveld 
entered  his  bedroom,  at  the  FTague,  in  the  dead  of  ni^t, 
and  informed  him  that  a  plot  was  on  foot  to  lay  viment 
hands  upon  him,  aud  that  an  armed  force  vras  alnm&j 
on  its  way  to  esecuto  this  purpose  of  Leioestor  befon 
the  dawn  of  day.  The  Advocate,  without  lose  of  tune, 
took  his  departure  for  Delft,  a  step  which  was  fuUowed, 
shortly  afierwards,  by  Maurice.' 

Nor  was  this  the  only  daring  stroke  which  the  Eaxl 
had  meditated.  During  the  progress  of  the  secret  ne^ 
tiationa  with  Parma,  ho  had  not  neglected  those  anil 
more  secret  schemes  to  which  he  hail  occnaionally  ma^ 
allusion.  Ho  had  determined,  if  possible,  to  obtua 
possestiion  of  the  moat  important  oitica  in  IluUund  and_ 
Zeeland,  It  was  very  plain  to  him  that  hi^  could  DO 
longer  hope,  hy  fair  means,  for  the  great  authority  odC9 
conferred  upon  him  by  the  free  wifi  of  the  States.  It 
was  his  purpose,  therefore,  by  force  and  stratagem  la 
recover  his  lost  power.  We  have  heard  the  viotenti 
terms  in  which  both  the  Queen  and  the  Earl  denounced 
the  men  who  accused  the  English  government  of  any 
such  intention.  It  had  been  fonnally  denied  by  tli« 
Statcs-Geikeral  that  Barneveld  had  ever  used  the  longnus 
in  that  assembly  with  which  he  had  been  charved.  nt 
had  only  revealed  to  them  the  exact  purport  of  thtj  letBMT 
(0  Junius,  and  of  the  (Queen's  secret  injitructioiw  to  iM- 
oeet«r.'  \Vhatever  ho  may  have  said  in  private  cm 
eation.  and  whatever  dednctione  he  may  hav»  n 
among  his  intimate  friends  from  the  aiimitted  biot 
the  case,  could  hardly  be  made  matters  of  record.  It 
does  not  appear  that  he,  or  the  statesmen  who  act«d  wMi 
him,  considered  the  Carl  capable  of  a  deliberate  desin 
to  sell  the  cities,  thus  to  bo  acquired,  to  Spain,  as  tM 

trice  of  peace  for  England,     t'ertainly  Elistabcth  would 
ave  scorned  such  a  crime,  and  waa  justly  indigiunl  at 
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minoTirs  prevalent  to  that  effect ;  bnt  the  wralh  of  the 
Queen  and  of  her  faToiirite  were  perhaps  eoinewhat 
Kimiilated.  in  order  to  cover  their  real  mortification  at 
the  difCMivoTy  of  deeigne  on  the  part  of  the  Earl  which 
could  not  be  denied.  Not  onlf  had  Ihey  been  at  last 
compelled  to  confet*  those  negotiations,  which  forseTeral 
months  had  been  concealed  and  stnbbonily  denied,  but 
the  still  graver  plot*  of  the  Earl  to  regain  hie  mneh- 
covelcd  untliority  had  been,  in  a  startling  manner, 
revealed.  The  leaders  of  the  States- General  hiid  a  right 
to  euimcct  the  English  Earl  of  a  design  to  re-enact  the 
part  of  the  Ilnke  of  Anjou,  nnd  were  justified  in  taking 
stringent  meanures  to  prevent  a  calamity,  which,  as  they 
believed,  wiia  impending  over  their  little  commonwealth. 
The  high-handed  dealinga  of  Leicester  in  the  city  of 
I'trecht  have  been  already  described.  The  most  re- 
cpectable  and  influential  burghers  of  the  place  had  been 
imprisoned  and  banifihed,  the  municipal  government 
wrested  from  the  hands  to  which  it  legitimately  belonged, 
and  confided  to  adventurers  who  wore  the  cloak  of  Cal- 
rinieiu  to  conceal  their  designs,  and  a  succeasful  effort 
littd  been  made,  in  the  name  of  democracy,  to  eradicate 
from  one  ancient  province  the  liberty  on  whieh  it  prided 
iuclf. 

In  the  course  of  the  autumn  an  attempt  was  made  to 
play  the  same  game  at  Amsterdam.  A  plot  was  dis- 
covered, before  it  was  fairly  matured,  to  seize  the 
magistrates  of  that  important  city,  to  gain  pOBseaaion 
of  the  ftrsenals,  and  to  place  the  government  in  the  hands 
if  well-known  Leicesti  iana.  A  list  of  fourteen  influen- 
tial citizens,  drawn  up  in  the  writing  of  Burgrave,  the 
IWl'a  confidential  secretary,  was  found,  all  of  whom,  it 
wfLB  nsAurted,  had  been  doomed  tu  the  ecaflbld.' 
isterdam  '. 


b  riolland,  Medenblik  n 


PJednch  Sonoy,  i 


the  - 


d  firmly  for  Leicester 

■  teeth  of  the  States." 


>F  blLrsi><    gibbet.     I 


I.  OalKT  or  Oir-  Uluitrioua    t 
Iha    NflbrrluHb.     Much    t 


i[, «  muiT  AmiWrdun 


Ttolent  pan^-tfritir 


316 


THE  UNITED  SETliERLiNDS.  Ciur.  XVU. 


The  important  city  of  Enk)myzen,  too,  was  very  near 
■being  secured  for  the  Eorl,  but  a  still  more  significant 
raovement  was  made  at  Leyden.  'lliat  heroic  city,  evor 
since  the  famous  siege  of  1674,  in  which  the  SpaniaM 
had  been  so  signally  foi^d,  had  distinguished  itwU  by 
great  liberality  of  sentiment  in  religious  matters.  The 
burghers  were  inspired  by  a  love  of  country,  and  a 
hatred  of  oppression,  both  civil  and  ecclesiastical ;  and 
Papiiits  and  Protestants,  who  had  fought  aide  by  side 
against  the  common  foe.  wore  not  dispoHed  to  tcAT  <«ch 
other  to  pieces,  now  that  he  had  l>een  excluded  frum  their 
gates.  Meanwhile,  however,  refugee  Flemings  and 
Brabantines  had  Bought  an  asylum  in  the  city,  and  being, 
as  usual,  of  the  strictest  sect  of  the  Culvinista,  were 
shocked  at  the  latitudinarianism  which  prevailed.  To 
the  honour  of  the  city — as  it  seems  to  us  now — but,  to 
their  horror,  it  was  even  found  that  one  or  two  T'smnta 
had  seals  in  the  magistracy.'  Mure  than  all  this,  thort 
was  a  school  in  the  town  kept  by  a  Catholic,  and  Adrian 
van  der  Werff  himself— the  renowned  burgomasleT,  who. 
had  sustained  the  city  during  the  dreadtiil  lea^^uer  ol 
1574,  and  who  luid  told  the  lainishing  biirghers  that. 
they  might  eat  him  if  they  liked,  but  tliat  they  tdionll 
never  surrender  to  the  Spaniards  while  he  maaituA 
alive— even  Adrian  van  der  Werff  had  sent  hia  son  t» 
thiit  vety  school.*  To  the  clamour  made  by  the  KfiigMt 
against  this  spirit  of  toleration,  one  of  the  favoAirM 
preachers  in  the  town,  of  Arminian  t«ndoncieft,  had  d»^ 
clared  in  the  pulpit,  that  he  would  ujb  lievo  «m)  thtf 
Spanish  as  the  C'alvinietic  inquisition  estaihlisbod  ift^ 
Ills  country ;  using  an  expresHion.  in  rognrd  tn  liW' 
church  of  Geneva,  more  enei'gelio  than  dt'conitia.*  ■ 

It  was  from  I.eyden  that  the  chief  opposititm  camo  to 
a  synofl,  by  which  a  groat  attempt  w;ib  to  be  niaito 
towanls  subjecting  the  new  commuawealth  to  a  mMka4 
theocracy  :  a  scheme  which  the  i^tatca  of  Holland  luA 
ri'sistfKl  with  mi^ht  and  mum.  The  Calviniatic  paMyV 
waxing  stronger  in  Leydeu.  although  still  in  a  minori^* 
at  last  resolved  upon  a  strong  etfoit  to  place  the  dty  Vt 
the  hands  of  that  great  representative  of  Calvinism,  t 
Kiirl  of  Ijeicestcr.     Jacciiies  Volmar,  a  deacon  of  IImI 

>  >l<ir.  11)11.  gvins.  •  IMil.       din  <>•  Oon— IH  4lHr>|4IM.  ilto  |i 

'  UlhL      -  l.lr>i>I  ill  S|WIUi>  Imulllll*     bumi,"  |>.  H. 


LEYDE>r. 

i  Cosmo  do  Peficarengifi,  a  Genoese  oapfnin  of 
merience  in  tho  service  of  the  repiiljlio ;  Adolplius 
ueike,  former  prexiijent  of  Flanders,  who  had 
y  the  States,  depriviid  of  the  neat  in  the  great 
to  which  the  Kail  hnd  appointed  him  :  Doctor 
t  professor  of  theolfcy  in  the  university :  with 
WConB,  pteachera,  and  coplains,  went  at  different 
eon  Leyden  to  Utrecht,  and  hod  secret  interviews 
tioeeter. 

■t  waa  at  last  ngreed  upon,  according  fo  whit-h. 
be  middle  of  Oclober,  a  revolution  sliould  be 
II  in.  Leyden.  Captain  Nicholas  de  Maulde.  w  ho 
teoiiiy  so  much  distingiiished  himself  in  the  de- 
E  Slnys,  was  xtationed  with  two  companies  of 
Ifoopa  in  the  city.  He  had  heen  much  ditgutled 
Vrithout  reason — at  the  culpable  negUgcnce 
I  which  the  courageous  effortK  of  the  tJiuys  gnr- 
id  been  set  at  nought,  and  the  place  eacrificed, 
b  might  so  easily  have  been  relieved ;  and  he 
I  the  whole  of  the  guilt  to  Manrice,  Uoheulo,  and 
les,  although  it  could  hardly  be  denied  that  at 
p  e({Ual  portion  belonged  to  Leicester  and  liis 
The  young  Captain  listened,  therefore,  to  a 
:propounded  to  him  by  Colonel  Cosmo  and  Deacon 
^  in  the  name  of  Leicester.  He  agreed,  on  a 
iuy.  to  muster  his  company,  to  leave  the  city  by 
ft  gate— as  if  by  command  of  superior  nuthoriiy 
^t  a  jiinction  with  Captain  Heraugiero.  anolher 
Lititinguifdied  malcontent  defenders  of  Sluys,  who 
tiontKl,  with  his  command,  at  Delft,  and  then  to 
r  Leyden,  take  posxesttion  of  the  town-hall,  an'e)<t 
tnsgistrates,  together  with  Adrian  van  der  WerQ', 
pimaster,  and  proolaiu  Lord  Leicester,  in  tlie 
E  Queen  Elisabeth,  legitimate  master  of  the  city.' 
>f  bui^hers  who  were  to  be  executed  was  like- 
feed  upon,  at  a  final  meeting  of  the  conapirators, 
£Mtelry  which  bore  the  ominous  name  of  "  The 
wboH."  A  desire  had  been  signified  by  Lc'i- 
in  the  preliminary  interviews  at  Utrecht,  that 
debed,  if  possible,  should  be  spared ;'  but  it  waa 
ly  an  extravagant  exptctatjon,  considering  ihe 

Bor.iiNnfi.   RtK  m.  133,  IM.,  Mi'I«Tn.Mr.3«l. 
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temper,  the  pulitical  coavictioog,  and  the  known  courage 
of  the  Leyden  burghers,  that  the  city  would  snbiuil, 
without  a  8trui;gle,  to  this  invasion  of  all  (heir  righls. 
It  could  hardly  ba  doubted  that  the  streets  wonld  nm 
red  with  blood,  as  tliose  of  Antwerp  had  dune,  whon  s 
similar  attempt,  on  the  part  of  Anjou,  had  been  foiled. 

Unfortunately  for  the  Bcheme.  a  day  or  two  before  the 
great  stroke  wax  to  be  hazarded,  Cosmo  de  PeecarengU 
hail  been  aocidenlally  arrested  fur  debt.'  A  subonUnaie 
accomplice,  taking  alarm,  had  then  gone  before  the 
magistrate  and  revealed  the  plot.  Volmar&ndDeMkulda 
fled  at  once,  but  were  soon  arrested  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. President  de  Meetkerke.  Professor  Saravu,  th* 
preacher  Van  der  Wouw,  and  others  most  comprumiMd, 
effected  their  escape.'  ITie  matter  waa  instantly  laid 
before  the  States  of  Holland  by  the  niagiHtracy  of  Lcydeii- 
nnil  neetned  of  tbo  gravest  moment.  In  the  beguuiinX 
of  the  year  the  fatal  treason  >of  York  and  St&nloj  baa 
imptaubed  a  deep  suspicion  of  Leicester  in  the  hearts  uf 
almost  all  Ihe  Netherlander^,  which  could  not  be  ersdi-  ■ 
catcd.  The  painful  rumours  coiioerning  the  necnat  nego- 
tiations with  Spain,  and  the  design  fabtoly  attributed  to 
the  English  Qneen,  of  selling  the  chief  cities  of  tlie, 
republic  to  Philip  as  the  price  of  peace,  and  of  niiD- 
bui-sement  for  expenses  incurred  by  her.  increased  the 
general  excitement  to  fever.  It  was  felt  by  the  loodera 
iif  the  States  that  as  mortal  a  combat  lay  before  tbflii' 
with  the  Earl  of  Leicester  as  with  the  King  of  Spain, 
and  that  it  was  necessary  to  strike  a  severe  blow,  is 
order  to  vindicate  their  iraperilkd  authority. 

A  commission  waa  uppointvd  by  the  high  tsmrt  of, 
Holland,  acting  in  conjunction  with  the  States  of  11ib_ 
Provinces,  to  try  the  offenders.  Among  the  oommi*- 
sionei-8  were  Adrian  van  der  \\'crff,  John  van  dor  Dom, 
who  had  been  military  commandant  of  Leyden  dntiiifi 
the  siege.  Barncvcid,  and  other  distinguished  pefMlh 
ages,  over  whom  Count  Maurice  prpnidcd.'  'i'ho  occiMrf 
were  subjected  to  an  impartial  trial.  Without  tortura 
they  confoHScd  their  guilt.*  It  is  Iruo,  Iiowovcr,  ttali 
Cosmo  was  placed  within  sight  of  the  iwJc.     Ho  avowwli 

■  IDU,  •  Ihkt.         p.    iu,     ".\u    I'gnigkt    itmM' 

•  ilwiir  Dot  nM  Uclcreo)  b4t  Herd    kuw^." 
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that  his  object  had  been  to  place  the  city  under  the  au- 
thority of  Leicester,  and  to  etfect  this  jiurjwse,  if  poa- 
sible,  wilhont  bloodabed.  IJe  declared  that  the  attempt 
was  to  be  made  with  the  full  knowledge  aiid  apprtibation 
of  the  Earl,  who  had  proiuised  him  the  command  uf  a 
regiment  of  twelve  companies,  as  a  reoompensc  for  his 
eervices.  if  they  proved  successful.  Leiceater,  wiid 
CoHmo,  had  also  pledged  himself,  in  case  the  men,  thus 
esecuting  hiit  plans,  should  be  discovered  and  endan- 
f^red,  to  protect  and  rescue  them,  even  at  the  sacrifice 
of  all  his  fortune,  and  of  the  offioe  he  held.  \Vhen  asked 
if  ho  had  any  written  statement  from  hie  Eicellcney  to 
that  effect,  Coimio  replied,  no,  nothing  but  his  princely 
word,  which  he  had  voluntarily  given.' 

Yolmar  made  a  similar  oonfuesion.  He,  too,  declared 
that  he  had  acted  thronghout  the  atfair  by  express  com- 
mand of  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  Being  asked  if  he  had  any 
written  evidence  of  the  fact,  he,  likewise,  replied  in  the 
negative.  "  Then  his  Excellency  will  unquestionably 
deny  your  assertion,"  said  the  judges.  "  Alas !  then  am 
I  a  dead  man,"  replied  Volmar,  and  the  unfortunate 
deacon  never  spoke  tnier  words.  Captain  de  Maulde 
also  confessed  hiB  crime.  He  did  not  pretend,  however, 
to  have  had  any  personal  communication  with  Leicester, 
bnt  said  that  the  aSair  had  been  confided  to  him  by 
Colonel  Cosmo,  on  the  express  authoritj-  of  the  Eai-1, 
and  thiit  he  had  believed  himself  to  be  acting  in  obc- 
'Ui-nce  to  his  Excellency's  commands,* 

'  'n  the  20th  October,  after  a  thorough  investigation, 
'  Uijwed  by  a  full  confession  on  the  part  of  the  culprits, 
tLi)  three  were  sentenced  to  death.'  The  decree  was 
surely  a  most  severe  one.  They  liad  been  giiilty  of  no 
actual  crime,  and  only  in  case  of  high  treason  could  an 
intention  to  commit  a  crime  be  considered,  by  the  laws 
'f  the  slate,  an  offence  punishable  with  death.     But  it 

>>  exactly  because  it  was  important  to  make  the  crime 
'  '.'^\i  treason  that  the  prisoners  were  condemned.     1'he 

•  luniJuI  KUUdf*  (nhu,  wllh  Bmlc.  plkdlf  In  th?  Ilfalr.  Cmmo.  uourdlng to 
■u  mnnhrr  of  ihe  lUU^aiuD.ll  u  ttac  Bme  anUufllr,  ullcil  dui.  aba 
rrpnKBUIIvioflbelJnHnjniiUBcd  ths    Mjna    Uw    ttdc,    -Oil.    KittnoKt,  ■ 

mak  mill  U»  knmltitp  idiI  oiudil  of       >  !(.,[,  Mi^tcrcn.  Itcyd.  ubi  mi:. 
!**•««■,  wl  mmrf  tbcD  not  to  bo       <  11*1.    Tlie  wultno'i  •re  glvta  In  Hill 
irrciptuulu  IbftlMl^  buUluL  ill.'  Lall,    by  iVir. 
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offence  was  oonsidered  as  a  crimi>  not  against  Leyden, 
but  as  an  attempt  to  l»vy  war  upon  a  city  which  W8»  • 
member  of  the  States  of  Holland  and  of  the  Dnittd 
tjtatca,  If  the  States  were  sovereign,  theu  this  wai  * 
lesion  of  their  sovereignty.  Moreover^  tbo  off«nca  hkl 
Leon  aggravated  by  the  employment  of  United  Sttt"*' 
troojiB  against  the  commonwealth  of  the  United  StalM 
itself.  To  cut  off  the  beads  of  these  prisouew  was  a  ahil|i 
practical  answer  to  the  cltums  of  sovereignty  by  Lei* 
cester,  as  representing  the  people,  and  a  terrible  wanting 
to  all  who  might,  in  fiitnre,  be  disposed  to  revi' 
theories  of  Devon  ter  and  Burgiwve. 

In  the  case  of  De  JIaulde  the  punishment  ■ 
especially  severe,  His  fate  excited  universal  aynipuhl. 
and  groat  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  his  pardon,  at 
was  a  universal  favourite ;  he  was  young ;  he  was  veiV'' 
handsome ;  his  manners  were  attractive  :  he  belongM' 
to  an  ancient  and  honourable  race.  His  lather,  ite'* 
Seigneur  de  Mansarl,  had  done  great  services  ii 
of  iudependenoe,  had  been  an  intimate  friend  of  tte* 
great  Prince  of  Orange,  and  had  even  ailvanoed  laift' 
sunu  of  money  to  assist  his  noble  efforts  to  UlwratA  Ut* 
country.  Two  brothers  of  the  young  captain  had  falWt' 
in  the  service  uf  ttio  republic.  He.  too.  had  diitin^ 
guished  himself  at  Ostend,  and  his  gallantry  during  tbi ' 
recent  siogo  of  81uys  had  been  in  every  muutb,  and  W' 
excited  the  warm  applause  of  so  good  a  judge  of  volditl 
ship  as  the  veteran  Eoger  Williams.  The  soars  at  tb 
wounds  received  in  the  desperate  oonflicis  of  tJtat  mg 
were  fresh  upon  his  breast.  He  hail  not  int«»d«d  < 
commit  treason,  but,  convinced  by  the  sophistry  i>f  ol 
soldiers  than  himself,  as  well  aa  by  learned  deaocmi  H 
theologians,  he  had  imagined  himself  doing  his  ioi 
while  obeying  the  Earl  of  Leicester.  If  tliors  « 
ever  a  time  for  morcy.  this  seemed  one,  and  ytt 
Maurice  of  Nassau  might  have  rememb<-rcd,  thati  an 
in  tliu  case  of  the  assassins  who  had  attempted  th«  t" 
of  his  father,  that  preat-hearti-d  man  had  liflod  up  |i 
voice— which  seumed  his  dying  one — in  favour  of  il 
who  had  sought  his  life. 

lint  tlie  authorities  were  inexorable,     lliere  wki  1 
hope  of  a  mitigation  of  punishment,  but  a  hut  «i 
'  Wiuj  made,  uader  favour  of  a  singular  ancient  custuu,  t{ 
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mm  the  lifo  of  De  Maulde.  A  young  lady  of  ntible 
Ekmily  in  Leyden— Fytenbroek  by  name — claimed  tbo 
right  of  rescuing  (ho  condenuicd  malefactor  from  the 
ute,  by  uppoaring  upon  the  scaffold,  and  offering  to  take 
bim  for  her  husl^nd.' 

Intelligence  was  brought  to  the  prisoner  in  bin  dun- 
man,  that  the  young  lady  had  made  the  proposition,  and 
aa  was  told  to  be  of  good  cheer.  But  bo  refuted  to  be 
comforted.  He  was  slightly  acquainted  with  the  gen- 
tkwuman,  he  obserred.  wad  doubted  much  whether  her 
request  would  be  granted.  Moreover — if  contemporary 
ehronicle  can  bo  trusted — he  even  eipreseed  a  preference 
Ibr  the  ttcaffold,  ae  the  milder  fele  of  the  two.'  ITte 
tsdy,  however,  not  being  aware  of  thoRe  uncomplimen- 
tary sentiments,  made  her  proposal  to  the  magistrates, 
but  WHS  dismissed  with  harsh  rebukes.  She  had  need  be 
uihamed,  they  Miid,  of  her  willingness  to  take  a  con- 
Ivmned  traitor  for  her  husband.  It  was  ni^ed,  in  her 
behalf  that  eveu  in  the  cruel  Alva's  time  the  ancient 
nutom  had  been  respected,  and  that  victims  had  been 
nved  &om  the  execntioners,  on  a  demand  in  mariiage 
Uftde  even  by  women  of  abandoned  character."  But 
ill  wtm  of  no  avail.  The  priBoiiera  were  exe-  oci,  wih. 
snted  on  the  2Gth  October,  the  same  day  on  '="■ 
irbich  the  Hintence  had  been  pronounced.  The  heads 
it  Volmar  and  Cosmo  were  exposed  on  one  of  the  turrets 
if  tbe  city.  That  of  Mauldo  was  interred  witli  hia 
bg^.* 

flio  Earl  was  indignant  when  he  heaiii  of  the  event. 

\ji  there  had  been  no  written  proof  of  hia  complicity  in 

'.'iRfipirocy,  the  judges  had  thought  it  improper  to 

:>:i>jn  his  name  in  the    sentences.      He,  of  course, 

.ltd  any  knowledge  of  the  plot,  and  its  proof  rested 
^ciclore  only  on  the  assertion  of  the  prisiinerB  them- 
nlvea,  which,  however,  w«s  circumstantial,  voluntarj-, 
Utd  generally  believed.* 

■  Bur,  It.      Vui   W^   1^   Wnnpo.       ■  Sor.  uU  tup. 
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Franco,  daring  the  whole  of  this  year  of  ezpecti 
was  ploughed  throughout  ita  whole  surface  by  p*Ttf 
tnal  civil  war.  The  fatal  ediet  of  June.  1685.  i 
drowned  the  unhappy  land  in  blood.  Foreign  amr  . 
called  in  by  the  varioua  oontending  factiooe,  raragw 
its  fair  territory,  butchered  its  peafiautTy.  and  ehaopo^ 
ila  fertile  plains  to  a  wilderness.  The  unhappy  tn* 
ture  who  wore  the  crown  of  Charlemagne  and  of  Hn^ 
Capet  was  but  the  tool  in  the  hands  of  the  mnal  pn" 
fligate  and  designing  of  his  own  subjects,  and  < 
foreigners.  Slowly  and  snrely  the  net,  sprctwl  by  tl 
hands  of  his  own  mother,  of  hie  own  prime  minister,'  i 
the  Duke  of  Guise,  all  obeying  the  command  «B 
receiving  the  stipend  of  Philip,  seemed  cliuiing  iw 
faim.  lie  was  without  friends,  without  power  to  kM' 
his  friends,  if  he  had  them.  In  his  hatred  ta  4t 
Reformation,  be  had  allowed  himself  to  be  nudfr  )ta 
enemy  of  the  only  man  who  could  bo  his  friend,  * 
the  friend  of  France.  Allied  with  his  mortal  ta 
whose  aiTnies  were  strengthened  by  contingents  bt 
Parma's  foreea,  and  piiid  for  by  Spanish  gold,  bo  < 


knke  UKiUMf .     ThU  gmtldnui  cui  Id-    ilnnc  nuaiipt  ni  mfc  bf  4* ' 
;,iiiorlU. -         


fens  Ton  of  II,  lod  I  will  mid  11,  itaorllf ,    lo  ilct*!™  U>*  f^  <•>  HV  MnHl  M 
"  —    .III.InlB.  «,«(,*«• 


ISM.    (S,  P.  Oltia  MS.)     ~  diHuDmc.)    B«t  Uiv  pOH^MIM^P 

TUiTnrmMgreaUutUnwnlniKir-   nminnd  tol  pruhlUud  «  LvM** 

lUrir,  whto  omptnl 


MUlmBlOHwUialrllTntijrlinplluUnS  ' 

lfa(  (svntul  (uvmut.  Vrt  It  ii  dtRlniU  ' 

ta   kBo*  wbj  ibfj  (bMld  npsct  bu  a  WpndlWTot  l%llip  D.  Mt  Oala 

nten^lon  If  Uht  kanr  ttaUBliH  la  and  ihmutnl  hi  ipur  U»  M  li  «• 

tebluUnihlidunclcrt^an  Imiwlflil  u  <4>UibI>   hatw      (I.T— -  " 

tUnbuod,    Msrwmr,  u  lUitDnie  fiaoi.  fliin  JounHl  M  Hmif  11 

plilal.p«lilW»dlliMMMt  af  Umhiw  p.nO 
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fi^rced  to  a  mock  triiunpli  over  the  foreign  mercenaries 
«ho  come  tu  save  hie  crown,  aud  to  submit  to  the  defeat 
ui  the  flower  of  his  chivalry  by  tlie  ouly  man  who 
could  roscue  France  from  ruin,  OQil  whom  t  ranee  could 
look  up  to  with  respect. 

For,  on  the  20th  October,  Henry  of  Kavarre  had  at 
1 1^1  gained  a  victory.  After  twenty-seven  yeais  of 
,  ■  rpetnal  defeat,  during  which  they  had  boen  growing 
-  lunger  and  stronger,  the  Froteetants  had  met  t)io 
pii/kcd  troops  of  Henry  HI.,  under  the  Due  do  Joyouae. 
near  the  burgh  of  Coutras.  Ilis  cousinu  Conde  and 
Soiseons  each  cummanded  a  wing  in  the  aimy  of  the 
Hcameae.  "  You  are  both  of  my  family,"  said  Henry, 
before  the  engagement,  "  and  the  Lord  so  help  me,  but 
1  will  ^liow  you  that  I  am  the  eldest  born."  '  And 
daring  that  bloody  day  the  white  plume  was  ever 
toaiing  where  the  battle  was  fiercest.  '■  I  choose  to 
«hiiw  myself.  They  Mofl  see  the  Beamose."  was  his 
tt.)ity  t(i  those  who  implored  him  to  have  a  care  for  his 
iK'rsonal  safety.  And  at  last,  when  the  day  was  done, 
Ni'..  victory  gained,  and  more  French  nobles  lay  dead 
'■Si  the  field,  as  Catharine  de'  Medici  bitterly  declared, 
iLoii  had  fallen  in  a  battle  for  twenty  years ;  when  two 
thousand  of  the  King's  best  troojw  had  been  slain,  and 
when  the  bodies  of  Joyense  and  his  brother  had  been 
luid  oiit  in  the  very  room  whore  the  conqueror's  supper, 
after  the  battle,  was  served,  but  where  he  refused,  with 
a  shudder,  to  eat.  he  was  still  as  eager  as  before— had 
the  wn.'tfhed  Valois  been  possessed  of  a  spark  of  man- 
}j<><.^,  or  of  intelligence — to  shield  him  and  his  king- 
i!  til  from  the  common  enemy,* 

For  it  could  hardly  be  doubtful,  even  to  Henry  III., 
•  ihftt  moment,  that  Philip  II.  and  his  jnckal,  the  Duke 
t"  Guise,  were  pursuing  him  to  the  death,  and  that,  in 
.'i  ix  brealhle-HS  doublings  to  escape,  he  had  been  forced 
•  ■  turn  upon  his  natural  protector.  And  now  Joyeuse 
■-ijs  defeated  and  slain.  "Had  it  been  my  brotlier's 
•.n,"  exclaimed  Cardinal  de  Bourbon,  weeping  and 
wjiiling,  "how  much  better  it  would  have  been."  It 
na  not  easy  to  slay  the  champion  of  French  Protes- 
tMitism  ;  yet,  to  one  less  buoyant,  the  game,  even  after 
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the  brilliant  but  EniitleHB  victory  of  Coiitms,  mi|A( 
have  tieemed  deHperale,  Beggai'od  and  oatcast,  win 
literally  BCftrco  a  ehirt  to  his  bauk.  wiihont  raone/lf 
pay  a  corpoi-al'a  guard,  how  was  he  to  maititain  n 
army? 

But  "  Miicio  "  was  more  eucoessfiil  than  Joyease  iui 
been,  and  the  German  and  Swise  mercenaries,  who  hj 
come  across  the  border  to  ss«ist  the  B^amose,  w«H_ 
adroitly  handled  by  Philip'a  great  stipendiary.  HmujI 
of  Valoia,  whose  troopa  had  just  been  defutod  l^ 
Coutras,  was  now  compelled  to  participate  in  n  moiff 
filial  aonea  of  triumpha.  For,  alas .'  the  victim  had  tin 
himself  to  the  apron-string  of  "Madam  Le^igne,"  tt4 
was  paraded  by  her,  in  triumph,  before  the  eye*  of  Ut 
own  subjects  and  of  the  world.  The  passagv  of  tb 
Loire  by  the  ansiliariea  was  rcaiated,  a  Beriett  of  ptflJ 
viotoriea  was  gained  by  Guise,  and,  at  last.  Hmr  ■ 
was  obvious  that  the  leaders  of  tbo  leKiona  bad  ti* 
corrupted  with  Spanish  ducats,  Henry  allowed  th«ii  B 
depart,  rather  than  give  the  BalatVe  opportuni^  "^ 
still  further  succeaseB.' 

Then  came  the  triumph  in  Paris— hoMtinahs  in 
churches,  huzzas  in  the  public  placoa — not  forthoKilB' 
but  for  Guise.  Paris,  more  madly  in  love  witfc  at 
champion  than  ever,  prostrated  bereelf  at  his  ImL  1V 
Mm  p»ana  as  to  a  deliverer.  ^Vilhout  him  tha  «>' 
would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Philisti 
For  the  Valoia,  shouts  of  acorn  from  the 
thunders  from  the  pulpit,  anathemas  fnim 
priost,  elaborate  invectives  from  all  the  peduita  o 
Sorbonne,  distant  mutte rings  of  ezcomm>uiicittiot) 
Romo-^not  the  toothless  beldame  of  modem  daya, 
the  avenging  divinity  of  priest-rid  monarcha.  £ 
wore  the  results  of  the  edicts  of  June.  Spain  and 
Pope  had  trampled  upon  France,  and  tlie  popnlaH  »■ 
her  capital  clapped  their  hands  and  jumried  fw  }»/■ 
"  Misemble  country,  miserable  King,"  signed  an  iUtU'j 
trious  patriot,  "  whom  bis  own  conntryini^n  winb  .  "'" 
to  survive,  than  to  die  to  defend  him  !  I^ot  tbo 
of  Hi^gnennt  and  of  Papist  bo  never  hitard  uf 
'  Let  1LS  think  only  of  the  counter- league.  Is  Fnnos 
ho  saved  by  opening  all  its  gates  to  Spain  p  *  "  - 
>  u*  l-lwa,  nM  nr.   vsmot,  tn.  *H. 
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1(1  be  tonied  ont  of  France,  to  make  a  Iddging  for  the 
Lominer  and  the  Spaniard  ?"  Pregnant  questions, 
which  could  not  yet  be  answered,  for  ihe  end  wae  not 
jet.  France  was  to  become  still  more  and  more  a 
wilderness.  And  well  did  that  same  brave  and  thoiighl- 
fiil  lover  of  hi§  country  declare  that  he  who  should 
suddenly  awake  from  a  sleep  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
revisit  that  once  beautiful  land,  would  deem  himself 
transplanted  to  a  barbarous  island  of  cannibals.' 

It  hud  now  become  qnite  obvious  that  the  game  of 
Leicester  was  played  out  His  career — as  it  hae  now 
btsen  fiilly  exhibited— could  have  but  one  termination. 
He  had  made  himself  thoroughly  odious  to  the  nation 
whom  be  came  to  govern.  He  had  lost  for  ever  the 
nnihority  once  epontaneoiisly  beetowed,  and  he  had 
attempted  in  vain,  both  by  fair  means  and  foul,  to 
recover  that  power,  There  was  nothing  left  him  but 
retreat.  Of  this  he  waa  thoroughly  convinced,'  He 
was  anxious  to  be  gone,  the  republic  most  desirous  to 
be  rid  of  him,  her  Majesty  impatient  to  have  her 
tsvourite  back  again.  The  indulgent  Queen,  seeing 
Uotliibg  lu  blame  in  his  conduct,  while  her  indigna- 
tion at  the  attitude  maintained  by  the  Provinces  was 
IxiundlesB.  permitted  him,  accordingly,  to  return ;  and 
iM  Iter  letter  to  the  States,  announcing  this  decision,  hhe 
'  "jk  a  fresh  opportunity  of  emptying  her  wrath  upon 
■  rtirhertde, 

She  tuld  them,  that,  notwithstanding  her  frequent 
messages  to  them,  signifying  her  evil  contentment  with 
their  unihankfiilness  for  her  exceeding  great  benefits, 
uul  with  their  gross  violations  of  their  contract  with 
hursclf  and  with  Leicester,  whom  they  had,  of  their 
own  accord,  made  absiduto  governor  without  her  insli-. 
gatiuu  :  hhe  had  never  received  any  good  onswer  to 
move  her  ti>  commit  their  sins  to  oblivion,  nor  bad  she 
tvnmrkc^d  any  amendment  in  their  conduct  On  the 
i.-onirmrj'.  she  complained  that  they  daily  increstcd 
llieir  oflences  most  notoiiously  in  the  sight  of  the 
^ijrld.  and  in  so  many  points  that  the  lacked  words  to 
<.-xpreiis  lliem  in  one  letter.     She  however  thought  it 


ic  LcTdim  plot  ow  d: 
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■worthwhile  to  allude  to  some  of  their  tmnsgrttBioni 
She   declared   that   their  Binister  or  rather  barbajoin 
intorpretatiuu  of  her  condiict  had  been  notorions  in 
perverting  and  falsifying  her  priucely  and  Ctrisllw] 
intentions,  when  she  imparled  to  them  th»  otoHt"^ 
that  had  been  made  to  her  for  a  treaty  of  peace  for 
self  and  for  them  with  the  King  of  Spain.    Yet  allhont 
she  had  required  their  allowance,  liefore  she  wijnld  ff^ 
her  assent,  ehe  had  been  grieTed  that  the  world  ehoiill 
oee  what  impudent  untruths  had  heen  foiled  njKm  lwf| 
not  only  by  their  snfferanoe,  hut  by  tlieir  sp^Ul  pff- 
mission  for  her  Christian  good  meaning  ttiwarda  ttwi' 
She  donounoed  the  atateraents  as  to  her  having  eat- 
ctnded  a  treaty,  not  only  without  their  knowled^.  W 
with    the  sacrifice   of  their   liberty  and  religion.  >• 
utterly  false,  either  for  anything  done   in  act.  or  in- 
tended in  thought,  by  her.     She  complained  th»t  ufWB 
this  most  false  gronnd  bad  been  heaped  a  namberrf 
like  untruths  and  malicious  slanders  against  her  ooBOS 
Leicester,  who  had  hazarded  his  life,  spent  hii  V^ 
stance,  left  hia  native  country,  absented  himself  (rH> 
her,  and  lost  his  time,  only  for  their  eerrice.     It  » 
been  falsely  slated  among  them,  she  said,  that  the  B>^ 
had  come  over  the  last  time,  knowing  that  peace  w 
heen  secretly  concluded.      It  was  falne   thai  ho  W 
intended  to  unrpriae  divers  of  their  toi\Tifl.  and  deli'* 
them  to  tlie  King  of  Sjiain.     All    snch  untnilha 
(aincd  matter  so  improbable,  that  it  was  most 
that  any  person,  having  any  sense,  could  imagin* 
oorrect.     Having  thus  slightly  animadverted  <ipon 
wilfulness,  unthankfulneHs,  and  bad  grivernniont,  ■ 
having,  in  very  plain  Engli&h,  given  them  the  liv,  Ol 
distinct  and  separate  times  upon  a  single  page,  ska 
coeded  to  inform  them  that  die  had  recalled  her 
Leicester,  having  great  caneo  to  nso   bis  eorvi 
England,  and  not  seeing  how,  by  his  tarrying  Hi 
could  eilhor  profit  them  or  herself.     Nt-verthekai 
protostod  herself  not  void  of  oompasaion  for  ihoir 
and  for  the  pilitiil  condition  of  the  great  ruultit 
kind  and  godly  people,  subject  to  the  uiitwries^ 
by  the  Slates'  government,  were  tike  (o  fall  njNm 
nnlexH  God  should  specially  interpose ;   and  afas 
therefore  determined,  for  the  tim«,  tg  oontiouB  bir 
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Ei'dies,  according  to  the  covenant  between  them.  If, 
meantime,  she  should  conclude  a  \ieacei  with  Spain,  she 

ETomised  to  them  the  same  cure  for  their  o<?iiQtTy  as  fur 
er  own.' 
AccordiDglj"  the  Earl,  after  despatching  an  equally 
ill-lemjiered  letter  to  the  States,  in  which  he  alluded, 
at  unmereiful  length,  to  all  the  old  grievances,  blamed 
them  for  the  loss  of  tjluys,  for  which  place  ho  jiroteeted 
that  they  had  manifested  no  more  intereRt  than  if  it 
hod  been  Snn  Domingo  in  Hispaniola,  took  his  depai'- 
tnre  for  Fliisliing.'  After  remaining  there,  in  a  verv 
moiidy  frame  of  mind,  for  several  days,  expecting  that 
the  States  would,  at  least,  send  a  committee  to  wait 
npon  him  and  receive  his  farewells,  he  took  leave  of 
them  by  letter.  "  God  send  me  shortly  a  wind  to  blow 
me  from  tJiem  all," '  ho  eiolaimed— a  prayer  which  was 
soon  granted^and  before  the  end  of  the  year  be  was 
afely  landed  in  England.  "  These  legs  of  mine,"  said 
he,  clapping  his  hands  upon  them  as  he  eat  in  his 
chamber  at  Margate,  "  shall  never  go  again  into  Hol- 
land. Let  the  States  get  others  to  serve  their  mer- 
cenary tiim,  for  me  they  shall  not  have.'-'  Upon 
giving  lip  the  government,  he  caused  a  medal  to  be 
ntnick  in  his  own  honour.  The  device  was  a  flock  of 
aheep  watched  by  an  English  mastiff.  Two  mottoes — 
"  Kon  gregem  sed  ingratos,"  and  "  Invitus  desero  " — 
expresstid  his  opinion  of  Dutch  ingralitnde  and  his  own 
fidelity.  The  Hollanders,  on  their  part,  struck  Beveral 
medals  to  commemorate  the  same  event,  some  of  which 
irnre  not  dostitnte  of  invention.  Upon  one  of  them, 
'  f   instance,  was  represented  an  ape  smothering  her 

■  ling  ones  to  death  in  her  embrace,  with  the  device, 
I.ihertas  ne  ita  chara  wt  aimiae  catuli ;"  while  upon 

liii!  reverse  was  a  man  avoiding  smoke  and  falling  into 
ilie  fire,  with  the  inscription,  ■■  Fugiens  fumum,  inoidit 
iiiignem."* 

Leicester  found  the  usual    sunshine    at   Greenwich. 
\11   the  efforts  of  Norris,  Wilkes,  and  Hnckburst  had 

■  in  Inuufficient  to  raise  even  a  doubt  in  Elizabeth's 
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ra!ail  BJi  to  the  wisdom  and  integrity  hy  wliioh  hia  ai 
nistration  of  the  Provinces  had  beou  cbaracteriwd  from 
hcginning  to  end.  Thuee  who  bftd  appealed  from  kit 
hatred  to  the  justice  of  their  sovereign  had  met  with 
disgrace  and  chaatisement.  But  for  t£e  great  Eftrl  the 
Queen's  favour  was  a.  roclc  of  adamant.  At  a  private 
interview  he  threw  himself  at  her  feet,  and  with  ti 
and  Bohs  implored  her  not  to  receive  him  in  disgiaca 
whom  she  had  sent  forth  in  honour.  His  bland iahmenti 
prevailed,  ets  they  had  always  done.  Instead,  therdbKi 
of  appearing  before  the  council,  kneeling,  to  ansvtf 
Buch  inqniries  as  ought  surely  to  have  been  ttutitntai, 
he  took  bis  seat  boldly  among  his  colleagues,  ruplyiiiC 
haughtily  to  all  murmurs  by  a  reference  to  her  Bityeclja 
secret  instructions.' 

The  unhappy  English  soldiers,  who  bad  gone  fortlk 
under  his  banner  in  midsummer,  had  been  returnin&M 
they  best  might,  in  winter,  st^irving,  half -naked  wnt^f^ 
to  beg  a  morsel  of  bread  at  the  gBte«  of  Greenwidi 
palace,  and  to  be  driven  away  as  vagabonds,  with  thratl 
of  the  stocks.'  This  was  not  the  fiinlt  of  the  Earl,  Ca, 
ho  had  fed  them  with  his  own  generous  hand  in  lift 
\etheriands,  week  after  week,  when  no  money  for  tl 
necessities  could  be  obtained  &iim  the  paymasters.  Two 
thousand  pounds  had  been  sent  by  Miubclh  lo  hst 
soldiers  when  sixty-four  thousand  pounds  arrearage  W 
due,*  and  no  language  could  exaggorate  the  suMeiT  tt 
which  these  outcasis,  according  to  eyewitneaseaotladf! 
own  nation,  were  rednced. 

Lord  Willonghby  was  appointed  to  the  OOminftDd  ofj 
what  remained  of  these  unfortunate  troops,  opon  tbB, 
Karl's  departure.  The  sovereignty  of  the  Xethe^aaJft' 
remained  undisputed  with  the  States.  Leieoater  r 
signed  his  commission  by  an  instrument  dated  jj' 
December,  which,  however,  never  reached  the  NetllN*- 
lands  till  April  of  the  following  year.*     From  that  tin 

I  OuiiMhlll.Mft.    lUin,  »».  i]»Kil>afln>  atJnlrUU  tt^Ht.a 

'  lUoottal,  to  OanKMift  cm  tund.  trrnrt  It  onU  tnlie  ihm.  M  U>  k 

Mm.  UHT,  (B-P-OMofMS).  u.mhiI."    WilMnntiim  h  l<«a^(, 

>  "SbtmrnldlvooawoiTWdlsMid  An*.  ItM.    (lb.  Mi»  U.1K  A  L 

•wninrrrMMnmtbuiWOU.ttioiwA  »].  MS.) 

m- Uirt  Tftwow.  Sir  TJimw  Auit^y,       •  ft-r,  Hl.HlLl.  1(3  a^.    Mtiinn.at-' 

•n.1  mrmtf,  illit  l«  liw  BUlmunil  Itiil  !«i    llc^il.  rU.  IJl.  IM. 
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ferdi  the  goTemment  of  the  republic  mainfained  the 
anroe  fi<iinH  which  the  asflemhlj  bad  claimed  fur  it  in  the 
long  coBtroverey  with  the  governor-general,  and  which 
have  been  sufficiently  described, 

Ueftntime  the  negotiations  for  a*  treaty,  no  longer 
secret,  contimied.  'Die  Queen,  infatuated  as  ever,  HtiU 
believed  in  the  sincerity  of  Fameue,  while  that  astute 
personage  and  his  moHler  were  steadily  maturing  their 
schemes.  A  matrimonial  alliance  was  secretly  projected 
between  the  King  of  Scots  and  Philip's  daiight«r,  the 
In&nts  leabella.  with  the  consent  of  the  Pope  and  the 
whole  collie  of  cardinals ;  and  James,  by  the  whole 
foree  of  the  Holy  League,  was  to  bo  placed  upon  the 
throne  of  Mizabeth.  In  case  of  his  death  without  issue. 
Philip  was  to  succeed  quietly  to  the  crowns  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland.'  Nothing  could  be  simpler  or  more 
mional,  and  accordingly  these  arrangements  were  the 
table-talk  at  Rome,  and  met  vrith  general  approbation. 

C'omniunt cations  to  this  effect,  coming  straight  from 
the  Cotonna  palace,  were  thought  sufficiently  circum- 
stnntittl  to  be  transmitted  to  the  English  government. 
Hanrice  of  Nassau  wrote  with  his  own  band  to  Wal- 
fiinghani,  professing  a  warm  attachment  to  the  cause  in 
whioh  Ifollund  and  England  were  united,  and  perfect 
penK>nal  devotion  to  the  English  Queen,*     His  language 


d' Aiprit  TiT  rt  prompt,  qui  parle  i'up^  Avrc  I'AidD  Ac  t>lru  \ai  fain  o 
^li  UiTDTiuirrf.  Tvub-rob  mon-  itAlbrqu'll  o'est  pu  il  boD  uldat  di 
f  oq  ffraftoA  qn'll  De«?4lt^erq    Itduv«  mliUixT,  qqvqiuiivl  Ibi  bnaai 

lir  pu  leur  Idcbet^  de  b 
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was  not.  Ilwt  of  a.  youth  who,  according  to  Leiecefei's 
repoatcd  msin nations,  was  leagued  with  the  most  dutin- 
gttiehed  eoldiere  and  etaleeinen  of  the  Netherlands  ta 
Bell  their  country  to  Spain. 

But  Elizabeth  was  not  to  be  convinced.  She  tfaoa^M 
it  extremely  probable  that  the  Provinces  would  be 
invaded,  and  doubtless  felt  some  anxiety  for  Bnglan^ 
It  tVas  unfortunate  that  the  poBsesaiou  of  Sluya  hid 
given  Alexander  such  a  point  of  vantAge,  and  there  *■* 
moreover  a  fear  that  he  might  take  poeseenion  of  OstoK'' 
She  had,  therefore,  already  recommended  that  her  o*n 
troops  should  be  removed  from  that  city,  that  its  wiiit 
should  be  razed,  its  marine  bulwarks  destroyed,  and  tW 
the  ocean  should  be  let  in  to  swallow  the  devoted  «'? 
for  ever — the  inhabitants  having  been  previously  aUuw* 
to  take  their  departure.  For  it  was  assumed  by  h*' 
Majesty  that  to  attempt  resistance  would  be  idle,  ■»' 
that  Ostend  could  never  stand  a  siege.' 

The  advice  was  not  taken,  and  before  the  end  of  IW 
roigu  Elizabeth  was  destined  to  see  this  indefeiwiU* 
city — only  fit,  in  her  judgment,  to  be  abandoned  to'''* 
waves— become  memorable,  throughout  all  time.  fortlK 
longest,  and,  in  many  respect*,  tlio  most  remark»U* 
Biege  which  modem  history  has  recorded,  the  fuot*" 
loagucr  in  whioh  the  first  European  captains  of  t!w 
coming  ago  were  to  take  their  lessons,  year  after  ye"' 
in  the  school  of  the  great  Dutch  fioldier.  who  w»a  M* 
but  a  "  solemn,  sly  youth,"  just  turned  of  twenty. 

The  only  military  achievemeut  which  t'haraeleriw* 
the  close  of  tho  year,  to  the  great  sal io-faction  of"*' 
Provinces  and  the  annoyance  of  Piuina,  was  llic  imrBB'* 
of  the  city  of  Bonn.  The  indefatigable  Martin  8ct*» 
— in  fulfilment  of  his  great  coutraot  with  the  Stal* 
Qeueral,  by  which  the  war  on  the  Uhine  had  !«*• 
&rued  out  to  him  on  such  profitable  terms — had  led  h* 
meroenarieK  agninat  this  important  town.  He  had  ftiB"* 
one  of  its  gates  somewhat  insecurely  guaidwl.  pUnd  *■ 
tnortar  under  it  at  night,  and  occupied  a  neighbour 
pig-alj-e  with  a  num&^r  of  his  men.  who,  bycha^"* 
maltreating,  and  slaughtering  tho  swine,  had  raiMd  ** 
uooarlhly  din,  sufficient  to  drown  tho  marticO  oportti'' 
"t  the  gate.    In  brief,  the  plac«  was  easily  niuW* 
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1  possession  of  hy  Martin,  in  the  name  of  the 
m6  elector,  Gebhard  Tnichsess— the  first  rtroko  of 
I  {brtnne  which  had  foi*  a  lung  time  beiallcn  thnt 
metancholy  prelate.' 

The  administration  of  Leicester  has  been  so  minutely 
pictured,  that  it  would  be  superfluous  to  indulge  in 
ownj  concluding  TeflectionG.  Uis  acts  and  wordu  have 
m  made  to  speak  for  themselves.  His  career  in  the 
intry  has  been  described  with  much  detail,  hecaufe 
fe  period  wse  a  great  epoch  of  traneition.  The  repubiie 
Ftiie  Netherlands,  during  those  years,  acquired  con- 
Vencj-  and  permanent  foiin.  It  seemed  possible,  on 
eEarl'ii  first  advent,  that  the  Provinces  might  become 
'  t  and  parcel  of  the  English  realm,  Whether  such  a 
laummation  would  have  been  desirable  or  not.  is  a 
fruitless  inquiiy.  But  it  is  certain  that  the  selection  of 
Bueh  a  man  as  Leicester  made  that  result  impossible. 
Doubtless  there  were    many  errors    conimitted  by  all 

Irties.  The  Queen  was  supposed  by  the  Ketherlandere 
t»  secretly  desirous  of  uecepting  the  sovereignty  of 
ft  Provinces,  provided  she  were  made  sure,  by  the 
Irl's  experience,  that  they  were  competent  to  "protect 
emeelves.  But  this  suspicion  was  unfounded.  The 
neenlt  of  every  investigation  showed  the  country  so  full 
of  resources,  of  wealth,  and  of  military  and  naval  capa- 
bilities, that,  united  with  England,  it  would  have  been 
fource  of  great  revenue  and  power,  not  a  burthen  and 
k  expense.  Yet,  when  convinced  of  siich  facts  by 
fc  statistics  which  were  liberally  laid  before  her  by 

r  confidential  agents,  aha  never  manifested,  either  in 

public  or  private,  any  intention  of  accepting  the  sove- 
reignly.    This  being  ber  avowed  determination,  it  was 
1  error  on  the  part  of  the  States,  before    becoming 
hly  acfjnainted  with  the  man's  character,  to  con- 
1  Leicester  the  almost  bonndlesa  authority  which 
inted  on  his  first  arrival.     It  was  a  still  graver 
!.  on  the  part  of  Elizabeth,  to  give  way  to  such 
sns  of  fnry,  both  against  the  governor  and  the 
I,  when  infoimed  of  the  ofier  and  acceptance  of 
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that  authority.  The  Earl,  elevated  by  the  adnlation  cfT 
othere,  and  by  his  own  vanity,  into  an  almost  aoverein 
utiitudo,  saw  himself  chastised  before  the  world,  liln 
an  aspiring  Jackey,  by  her  in  whose  favowr  he  had  felt 
most  secure.  He  fonnd  himself,  in  an  instant,  humbled 
and  ridiculous.  Between  himii^  and  the  Queen  it  vat 
something  of  a  lovers'  quarrel,  and  he  soon  found  bal- 
sam in  the  hand  thai  amota  him.  But  though  rcinetated 
in  authority,  he  was  never  again  the  object  of  reverenw 
in  tho  land  he  was  attempting  to  rule.  A«  be  came  to 
know  the  Netherlandors  better,  ho  recognia»d  the  gre»t 
capacity  which  their  stateamen  concealed  under  a  plain 
and  sometimes  a  plebeian  exterior,  and  the  apleodid 
grandee  hated,  where  at  first  he  had  only  despised. 
The  Netherlandere,  too,  who  had  been  need  to  look 
up  almost  with  worship  tj)  a  plain  man  of  kiodlj 
moaners,  in  felt  hat  and  bat^eman's  woollen  jacJKC, 
whom  they  called  "  Father  Williata,"  did  not  appreciate, 
as  they  ought,  the  magnificence  of  the  stranger  who 
liad  been  sent  to  govern  them.  The  Earl  was  ha 
some,  quick-witted,  brave ;  but  be  was  neither  wis* 
council'  nor  capable  in  the  field.  He  was  intoler^j 
arrogant,  passionate,  and  revengefuL  He  bated  oainly, 
and  he  hated  for  life.  It  was  soon  obvious  thnt  no 
cordiality  of  feeling  or  of  action  could  exist  between 
him  and  the  plain,  Btnbbom  Hollanders,  He  had  tb« 
fatal  chai'acteristic  of  loving  only  the  persons  who  flat- 
tered him.  ^Vith  much  perception  of  character,  aenn 
of  humour,  and  appreciation  of  intellect,  he  recogniari 
the  power  of  the  leading  men  in  the  nation  and  BOO; 
t«  gain  them.  So  long  as  he  hoped  success,  he  was  U 
in  their  praises.  They  ware  all  wise,  mibstantial,  wbU- 
liuigiiaged,  big  fellows,  such  as  n'ere  not  to  be  found  e 
England  or  anywhere  else.  When  they  refused  to  h» 
m«de  his  t^mls,  they  became  tinkers,  boora,  devila,  « 
athuiiita.  Ho  covered  them  with  cnrses  and  devoted 
tliem  to  the  gibbet.  He  began  by  warmly  oommendtnf 
BnyH  and  Biimeveld,  Tluhenlo  and  lllaiirii'e,  and  endow- 
ing them  with  every  virtue.  Before  he  left  the  oumtt^ 
he  had  accused  them  of  every  crime,  and  would  vheot- 
fully,  if  he  could,  have  taken  the  life  of  eveir  ww  of 
f/ioBj.  And  it  wa*  quito  the  same  withnoarlf  twf 
J:^u^Ii«hmiui  who  seirvui  -wWt  i«  -oxi&kx  Vm,    WUtai 
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ksd  Bnclchiii'Bf,  huwever  ranch  the  objectB  of  Lis  pro- 
Tioiu  eslei^in.  so  soon  a«  they  ventnred  to  cenmire  or 
even  to  criticiae  bin  proceedings,  were  at  onco  devoied 
to  peidilion.  Yet,  after  miiiute  examination  of  tlie 
reoord,  public  and  private,  neither  Wilkes  nor  Hnrk- 
hiimt  can  b*  fuond  guilty  of  treachery  or  animosily  to- 
vrwdB  biro,  but  are  proved  to  have  been  govemtil  in  uU 
their  conduct  bj-  a  strong  sense  of  duty  to  Iheir  bovo- 
reijrn,  the  Netherlands,  and  Leicester  himBelf. 

To  Sir  John  Norria,  it  mvat  he  allowed,  that  he  was 
never  fickle,  for  he  had  always  entertained  ftir  that  dis- 
tingoialted  general  an  honest,  unswerving,  and  infinite 
hatred,  which  was  not  susceptible  of  increase  or  diminu- 
tioB  by  any  act  or  word.  J'elham,  too,  whose  days  were 
nmabered,  and  who  was  dying  bankrupt  and  broken- 
hearted, at  the  close  of  the  Earl's  administration,  had 
always  been  regarded  by  him  with  tendemei^  and  aSeo- 
tioo.  But  Pelham  had  never  thwarted  him,  had  exposed 
his  life  for  him,  and  was  always  proud  of  being  his 
faithftil,  uimnestioning,  humble  adherent.  With  perhaps 
this  single  exception,  Leicester  found  himself,  at  the 
end  of  his  second  term  in  the  Provinces,  without  a  single 
friend  and  ivith  few  respectable  partisans.  Subordinate 
Diiaduevous  intriguers  like  Deventer,  Junius,  and  Othe- 
uan.  were  his  chief  advisera  and  the  instruments  of  hia 
ttihemes. 

With  such  qualifications  it  was  hardly  possible — even 
If  Iho  current  of  affairs  had  been  flowing  smoothly — 
that  he  should  jtrove  a  successful  governor  i>f  the  new 
ropablio.  But  when  the  numerous  errors  and  adven- 
titioaa  circumstances  are  considered — for  Bome  of  which 
he  was  responsible,  while  of  others  he  was  the  viutira 
— it  DinHt  be  esteemed  fortunate  that  no  great  catastrophe 
occurred.  His  immoderate  elevalicn,  his  sudden  degra- 
dation, his  controversy  in  regard  to  the  sovereignty, 
his  abnipt  departure  for  England,  his  protracted  absence, 
his  raibtimed  return,  the  secret  instnictions  for  his  second 
acEininistralian,  the  obstinate  parsimony  and  persistent 
ill-temper  of  the  Queen — who,  from  the  bepnning  to 
the  end  of  the  Earl's  government,  never  addressed  a 
Jundly  word  to  the  Netherlandors,  but  was  ever  censuring 
AU^  browbeating  them  in  public  state-papers  and  private 
^ — the  treason  of  ^'ork  and  Stanley  ;  above  e" 
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di»EistruuB  and  concealed  negctiationa  with  Pftrma,  a 
the  desperate  atlempts  tipon  Amsterdam  and  Leyden 
all  placed  him  in  a  moet  unfortunate  position  from  first 
to  last.  But  he  was  not  compeient  for  hie  post  under 
any  circumstances.  He  was  not  the  statcsnuin  to  dtial 
in  policy  with  Buys.  Gameveld,  Ortel,  Sainte  Aldo- 
gonde  ;  nor  the  soldier  to  measure  himself  agtunat^ 
Alexander  Fume.ie.  His  administration  waa  a  failun 
and  although  he  repeatedly  hazarded  his  life,  and  poorad 
out  his  wealth  in  their  behalf  with  an  almost  unequttUed 
liberality,  he  could  never  gain  the  hearts  of  the  fieth 
landers.  English  -valour,  English  intelligencei,  finzlia 
txuthfulness,  English  generosity,  were  endearing  Eng^ 
land  more  and  more  to  Holland.  The  statesmen  of  bow 
countries  were  brought  into  otosest  union,  and  IdarosA 
to  appreciate  and  to  respect  each  other,  while  tboy  re< 
cognized  that  the  fate  of  their  respective  commonwrnltha 
was  indi.ssolubly  united.  But  it  n-as  to  the  efforts  ai 
Walsingham,  Drake,  Raleigh,  Wilkes,  Buckhurst,  Narria, 
WDloughby,  »\  ilUanis,  Vera,  EiiSBell.  and  thti  brave  men 
who  fought  under  their  banners  or  Uieir  oouiim*1b,  un 
every  battle-field,  and  in  every  beleaj^uercd  town  ii 
Netherlands,  and  to  the  universal  spirit  and  aagkcity  o( 
the  English  nation,  in  this  grand  erisLs  of  ita  &!«.  thil 
these  fortunate  results  were  owing ;  not  to  the  Earl  of 
Leicefil«r,  nor — during  the  term  of  his  administrttion 
— to  Queen  Elizabeth  honself. 

In  brief,  the  proper  sphere  of  this  remnrkablo  pitf- 
Bonage,  and  the  one  in  which  he  passed  the  gFiius 
portion  of  his  existence,  was  that  of  a  magnificent  conri- 
favDurite,  the  spoiled  darling,  from  youth  to  his  ieaUt 
bed.  of  the  great  English  Queen ;  whether  to  the  udrwar 
tago  or  not  of  his  countrj-  and  the  true  interests  of  hi« 
HQvereign,  tliore  can  hardly  bt  at  this  day  any  diffcreaco 
of  opinion. 


Thb  year  1SS8  had  at  last  arrived — fhat  fatal  year  con- 
cerning which  the  German  astrologerB — rooi-e  than  a 
century  before — had  pn^oaticated  such  dire  evento.' 
As  the  epoch  approached  it  was  firmly  believed  by  many 
that  Ibe  end  of  the  world  was  at  band,  while  ibo  least 
RQpenlitioTia  conld  not  doubt  that  great  calaniiticH  were 
impending  over  the  nationB.  Poi-t^nts  observed  during 
the  wint«r  and  in  varions  parts  of  Europe  came  to  in- 
crease the  prevailing  panic.  It  rained  blood  in  Sweden, 
nonetrouB  birthB  occurred  in  France,  and  at  Weimar  it 
was  gravely  reported  by  eminent  chroniolerB  that  the 
son  hid  appeared  at  mid-day  holding  a  drawn  sword  in 
his  moulh— a  warlike  portent  whose  meaning  conld  not 
be  mistaken.' 


KiT 


336 


THE  UNITED  SETHEBLANTJS.        ClUP.  XVIII. 


But,  in  truth,  it  needed  no  miraclee  nor  propkeciee  to 
enforce  the  conviction  that  a  long  procession  of  disasten 
was  stead Uy  advancing.  With.  France  rent  ASODderb; 
internal  convulKions,  with  ita  imbecile  kin^  not  eves 
capable  of  commanding  a  petty  ia^rtion  among  hiit  a«B 
eubjectH,  with  Spain  the  dark  cause  of  unnnmhen-d 
evils,  holding  It^ly  in  ita  grasp,  firmly  allied  with  tlw 
Pope,  Already  having  reduced  and  nearly  »bsorW 
Franco,  and  now,  after  long  and  patient  preparation. 
about  to  hurl  the  concentrated  vengeance  aod  Uatredof 
long  years  upon  the  little  kingdom  of  England,  ai 
its  only  ally  —the  just  organi^^d  commonwealth  of  tb 
NetherlancU — it  would  have  been  strange  indM^  if  the 
dullest  intellect  had  not  dreamed  of  tragical  events.  It 
was  not  encouraging  that  there  sliould  be  diiitTaction  in 
the  counselsof  the  two  States  so  imuu»diat«ly  tfareaUsniid;  I 
that  the  Queen  of  England  should  be  at  variance  wi& 
her  wisest  and  most  faithful  statesmen  as  to  tlieir  uoimt 
of  action,  and  that  de.'ully  quarrels  should  exist  betwMS 
the  leading  men  of  the  Dutch  republic  and  the  English 
governor,  who  had  assumed  the  responsibility  of  direotug 
its  energies  against  the  common  enemy. 

The  blackest  night  that  ever  descended  upon  tlw 
Ketherlande— more  disappointing  because  8U€0«edinga 
period  of  comparative  prosperity  and  triumph — waalha 
winter  of  1587-8,  when  Leicestor  had  terminated^ 
career  by  his  abrupt  departure  for  England,  aftar  bit 
second  brief  attempt  at  administration.  For  it  n^ 
esat^y  at  tliis  moment  of  ansioue  expectation,  whca 
dangers  were  rolling  up  from  the  south  till  not  t  ny  tt 
light  or  hope  could  pierce  tho  nnivei«al  darkneoa,  thtb 
the  little  commonwealth  was  left  without  a  chiel  TUm. 
English  Karl  departed,  shaking  the  dust  from  biBftfit} 
but  he  did  not  resign.  Tho  supremo  authority— «o  &r. 
as  he  could  claim  it — was  again  tiansferred,  witli  Ufti 
person,  to  England. 

Theconsequenoeswore  iimncdiateanddisuMtroiu.  Jkll< 
the  Leicestrians  refused  to  obey  tho  Stutut-UsneiBL 
Utrecht,  the  stronghold  of  that  party,  anuuunood  tM 
unequivocal  intention  to  annex  ttsttif,  without  any  coa*^ 
ditions  whatever,  to  tho  Eugliith  crown  :  wbili',  in  Hoi- 
Lund,  young  Manrico  was  wiletnly  iimtallcd  stwUioldart 
and  OBp  lain -general  of  the  rrovincmi,  undor  the 
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t  Hohenlo  and   BameTcld.     But  his  authority   was 

veaiy  defied  in  inauy  important  cities  within  his  juris- 

ji-li-jn  by  military  c hief tain r  who  htid  taken  llie  oaths  of 

ance  to  Leicester  as  governor,  and  who  reftiBud  to 

iiiicio  fidelity  to  the  man  who  hud  deserted  their 

i^ry.  but  who  had  not  resigned  his  authority.     Of 

■■-■•■  nmtineera  the  moat  eminent  was  Diedrich  Sonoy, 
bfVomor  of  North  Holland,  a  soldier  of  much  expe- 
penoe,  sagacity,  and  courage,  who  had  rendered  great 
nrvioes  to  tho  cause  of  liberty  and  Protestantism,  and 
liftd  d>-faood  it  by  acta  of  barbarity  which  had  made  his 

II-'  infamous.    Against  this  refractory  chieftain  it  was 
■  -Ji»ry  for  Hohenlo  and  Maiirice  to   lead  an  armed 

.  ,  and  to  besiege  him  in  his  stronghold — the  im- 
l-jii*nt  city  of  Medenblilc — which  he  resolntely  hi 
for  Leicester,  although  Leicester  had  definitely  departed, 
ind  which  he  closed  i^ainst  Maurice,  although  Maurice 
WH  the  only  representative  of  order  and  authority 
within  the  distracted  commonwealth.  And  thus  civil 
*w  had  broken  out  in  the  little  aoarcely-oiT!;anized 
republic,  as  if  there  were  not  dangers  and  bloodshed 
enough  impending  over  it  from  abroad.  And  the  civil 
war  was  the  neoesKaiy  consequence  of  tho  Eajrl'a  do- 
pftrture. 

The  English  forces— reduced  as  they  were  by  sick- 
iie«g,  famine,  and  abject  poverty — were  but  u  remnant  of 
the  brave  and  well-senooned  bunda  which  had  faced  tho 
SpADiards  with  eiicceas  on  so  many  battle-fields. 

The  general  who  now  assumed  chief  command  over 
tliMn — by  direction  of  Leicester,  subsequently  confirmed 
by  th«  Queen— was  Lord  Willougliby.  A  daring, 
■plendid  dngoon,  an  honest,  chivalrous,  and  devoted 
Mirruit  of  his  Queen,  a  wmscientious  adlierent  of  Lei- 
cciitcr,  and  a  firm  believer  in  his  capacity  and  character, 
hi)  w«H.  however,  not  a  man  of  safficient  experience  or 
■nbtlety  to  perform  the  various  tasks  imposed  upon  him 
by  the  necexsitioe  of  such  a  situation.  Quick-witted, 
even  brilliant  in  intellect,  and  the  bravest  of  the  brave 
on  the  battle-field,  he  was  neither  a  sagacious  adminis- 
trator nor  a  tniccessful  oomraander.  And  he  honestly 
cunfcvscd  his  defioiencies,  and  disliked  the  post  to  which 
he  had  been  elevated.  Ho  scorned  baseness,  intrigue, 
and  petty  quarrels,  and  he  was  impatient  of  coutrul. 
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Testy,  choleric,  and  quurelsome,  with  a  high  senee  of 
honour,  and  a  keen  perceptinii  of  insult,  -very  mnloL 
and  very  proud,  he  was  not  likely  tu  feed  with  wholit- 
some  appetite  upon  the  unaavoury  annoyances  which 
were   tjie  daily   bread   of  a  chief  coiniuondt^r  iu  iht' 
^'etherlandi*,     "  I  auibitiously  affect  not  high  titles,  but 
round   dealing."   he   KaJd ;    "  desiring  rather  to  be  a 
private  Unco  wiih  indillerent  repulation,  than  a  colonel- 
general  spotted  or  defamed  with  wants." '     He  was  dM 
the  pulilician  to  he  nmtehed  againiit  the  nntcnipafciW 
and  all-accouipliehed  VaineEe ;  and  indeed  no  niaa  btUtf 
than  WiJlougliby  could  illnatrate  the  cQuruHHis  diW- 
vantage    uuder    which  Englishmen   laboured  at  tlut 
epoch  in  their  dealings  wiih  Italiana  and  SpaniinK 
The  profttse  indulgence  in  fali^ehuodwluch  chnmctenixl 
auuthem  stateeiuau>'liip,   vnm  more  than   a   match  lut 
Kngliiih  love  of  truih.     Engliah  soldiera  and  neuuliaMt 
went  naked  into  a  contest  with  enemies  armed  in  a 
panoply  of  lies.     It  waa  an  unequal  match,  as  we  b 
already  seen,  and  as  we  aie  soon  mure  clearly  lo  > 
How  was  an  English  soldier  who  valued  his  luU)cl 
woni — how  were  English  diploniatiala — among 
one  of  the  most  famous — tlien  a  Ind  of  tweniy,  secrel 
to   Lord   EsBCX    in    the    Netherlands — had    uoel' 
avowed  that  "aimple  truth  was  highest  skill,' — ti 
with  the  thronging  Spanish  deceit*  sent  m>rthward 
the  great  father  of  lied  who  sat  in  the  Ebcotial? 
'■  It  were  an  ill  leason,"  said  Willoughby,  " 
soldiers  the  dissimulations  of  such  aa  follow 
courts  in  Italy,     For  luy  own  part,  it  is  my  only 
be  loyal  and  dutiful  to  my  aovereign,  and  plain  tm 
others  tliat  I  honour.     I  see  the  fiiiesl  re^-nard  "        ' 
beat  coat  as  well  as  the  pooreot  sheep. "'    He  n 
strong  Leiceatrian,  and  had  imbibed  much  of  the 
reaentment  agaiuat  the  leading  politicians  t<f  the 
Willoughby  waa  sorely  in  need  of  coun*eL   That 
and  honeat  AS'elahman — Roger  VMlliania — waa.  fur 

[  jucinieril,  ikbHcut.    Another  of  the  same  race  and 
wiuiiutnded  in  Bergen -op-Zoom,  but  was  Hot  in 

^"wllli  admin istiative  talent  than  the  KvQoral  hinwel 
"  Sir  Thomas  Morgan  is  a  very  sufficient,  gttlLul 

•  W1l'Iin<dlhrbiUkMlrT,<(r|.' 
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tlemsn,"  eaitl  Willoughb)',  "and  in  truth  a  very  old 
loldier;  but  we  buth  have  need  of  one  that  can  both, 
nve  and  keep  couDsel  better  tbun  ourselves.  Fur  action 
Be  ia  nnduubtedly  very  able,  if  there  were  no  other  meaiis 
to  oouquer  but  only  ti  give  bluws." ' 

In  brief,  the  new  ctimmandor  of  the  English  forcee  in 
the  Netherlands  was  little  satisfied  with  the  Sfntes,  with 
the  enemy,  or  with  himself;  and  was  inclined  to  take 
but  a  dismiil  view  of  the  disjointed  commonwealth, 
Kliich  required  so  incompetent  a  person  aa  he  profeeted 
himself  to  be  to  set  it  right. 

"  'Tis  a  shame  to  show  my  wauls,"  he  said,  "  but  too 
treat  a  fault  of  duty  that  the  Queen's  reputation  bo 
frustrate.  What  is  my  slender  experience!  \\hat  an 
boQourablo  person  do  I  succeed  !  U  hat  on  encumbered 
popular  state  is  left  I  W  bat  withered  ainewe,  which  it 
pHKs  my  cunning  to  restore  !  What  an  enemy  in  head 
jioater  than  heretofore !  And  wherewithal  should  I 
lUnbun  this  burthen  ?  For  the  wars  I  am  fitter  to  obey 
than  to  comiuand.  For  the  state,  I  am  a  man  pixtjudi- 
Mted  in  their  opiuion,  and  not  the  better  liked  of  them 
;bat  I  have  earnestly  followed  the  general,  and,  being 
ma  that  wants  both  opinion  and  experience  with  them 
[  hare  to  deal,  and  means  to  win  more  or  to  maintain 
hat  which  is  left,  what  good  may  be  looked  for?'" 

Tho  supreme  authority— by  the  retirement  of  Lei- 
iMter — was  once  more  the  subject  of  dispute.  As  on 
lis  fint  departure,  so  also  on  this  his  socund  snd  final 
nw,  be  had  left  a  commission  to  the  etate-eouucU  to  act 
*  an  executive  body  during  Ms  absence.  But.  altliough 
le  nominally  still  retained  his  office,  in  reality  no  mtm 
idieiTed  in  his  return  ;  and  the  States- General  were  ill 
nclined  to  brook  a  species  of  guardianship  over  them, 
"'ii  which  they  believed  themselves  mature  enough  to 
■  nsc.  Moreover  the  state- council,  composed  mainly 
.■  ioestrians,  would  expire,  by  limitation  of  its  coni- 

-iiin.  eaiiy  in  February  of  that  year.     The  dispute 
)r  power  would   necessarily  terminate,    tberefuie,  in 
ivtntr  of  the  States- General.' 
Ueantime — while  tbia  internal  revolution  was  taking 
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place  in  the  polity  of  tbe  commonwaLltli — the  gnTOt 
disturbances  were  its  natnral  consequence.  There  W8I» 
nmtinios  in  the  gftrrisons  of  Ilensden,  of  GertrnTilentieTg. 
of  Medenblik,  eji  aUrming,  and  ihcealening  tu  becomeH 
ehroiiio  in  their  character,  as  those  extensive  milllaiy 
rebellions  which  often  rendered  the  Spanish  tiwpi 
powerless  at  the  most  critical  epochs,  'llio  ca  ' 
these  mutinies  was  nnifoimly  want  of  pay,  the  pretoiL 
the  oath  to  the  Earl  of  Leicester,  which  waa  ooclan^ 
incompatible  with  the  allegiance  claimed  by  Hatuice 
in  the  name  of  the  States-General.  The  muiin/  of 
Gertniydeiiberg  was  destined  to  be  protracted;  tli»t  of 
MedenTtlilc,  dividing,  as  it  did,  the  little  teiritoiy  of 
Holland  in  its  very  heart,  it  was  most  important  ftt  onco 
to  eupprcas.  Sonoy,  however^who  was  so  Rtanch  » 
LeiceBtrian,  that  his  Spanish  contemporaries  nnifbiial/ 
believed  him  to  be  an  Englishman  '—held  out  for  ■  l<nj 
time,  as  will  be  seen,  against  the  threats  and  even  ibt 
armed  demonstrations  of  Mannce  and  the  States. 

Meantime  the  £nglish  sovereign,  persistinff  io  I 
delusion,  and  despite  the  solemn  warnings  of  her  iK 
wisest  counsellors,  and  the  passionate  remoostrancM 
tiie  Stjites-Gcnerol  of  the  Netherlands,  sent  her  pM 
oomraiiiBionerB  to  (he  Ihike  of  I'arina. 

The  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord  Cobham.  Sir  Jaows  Ok^ 
Valentine  Dale,  doctor  of  kw-a,  and  former  ambatindM 
at  Vienna,  and  Dr.  Rogers,  envoys  on  die  purl  of  tl» 
Queen,  anived  in  the  Netherlands  in  Kobnuiry.*  1^ 
commissioners  appointed  on  the  part  uf  FameM  nm 
Count  Aremherg.  Champagny,  liichardut,  .laMib  i 
tad  Secretary  Gamier. 

If  history  has  ever  furnished  a  lesson,  how  an 
ecmpulous  tyrant,  who  has  determined  njioii  enUi^>E 
his  own  territories  at  tbe  exnense  of  hia  neiithlMA''^ 
npon  suppressing  human  ireedom  wherevur  it  dairf  • 
manifest  itself,  with  tine  phrases  of  religion  sod  (rf" 
for  ever  in  his  mouth,  on  deceiving  his  friend*  l"^ 
enemies  olilce,  as  to  his  nefarious  and  almost  inovfi^ 
designs,  by  means  of  perpetual  and  coloRsal  falsebaA^- 
(Uid  if  such  lessons  deserve  to  bo  i»>nder«i.  as  a  sww* 
of  instruction  and  guidance,  for  every  age,  then  o«rtai»lj_ 
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the  secret  etory  of  the  negotiations  by  wliiuh  the  w'lm 
Qiieen  of  Eiiglaud  was  btgiiiled,  and  her  kingdom 
brought  to  the  vet^  of  ruin,  in  the  spring  of  1588,  is 
wortliy  of  serious  attention. 

Ilie  English  commiBaionera  arriwd  at  Ostend.  With 
(hem  camo  Robert  Cecil,  youngest  son  of  Lortl- Treasurer 
Iturgldey,  then  twonty-fiva  years  of  age.  He  ball  no 
officjtil  iiapacity,  but  was  sent  by  biu  father,  that  he 
might  improve  his  diplomatic  talonte,  and  obtain  some 
information  as  to  the  condition  of  the  Netherlands.  A 
■light,  crooked,  bmnp-bsckod  yonng  gentleman,  dwarfish 
in  Btature,  bnt  witJi  a  face  not  irregular  in  feature,  and 
Ihonghlful  and  stibtU  in  expreR»ion,  with  reddish  bair.  a 
thin  tawny  beard,  and  large,  pathetic,  greenish-coloured 
cy«a,  witli  a  mind  and  manners  already  trained  to  courts 
and  cabinets,  and  with  a  disposition  almost  ingcnuiiua, 
as  compared  to  the  massive  dissimulation  with  which  it 
Was  to  be  contrasted,  and  with  what  was,  in  after-times, 
to  constitute  a  portion  of  his  own  character,  Cecil,  young 
Ew  he  was,  could  not  be  considered  the  least  important  of 
Ihe  envoys.  The  Qneen,  who  loved  proper  men,  called 
him  "her  pigmy"  and  "although,"  he  observed  with 
whiinsiial  courtliness,  "  I  may  not  find  fault  with  tb« 
sporting  name  she  gives  me,  yet  «wn  /  only  not  to  misUAe 
>t,  bfica'tse  sA*  giees  it." '  The  Hta'ongest  man  among  them 
was  Valentine  Dale,  who  had  much  shrewdness,  expe- 
lience,  and  legal  learning,  but  who  valued  himself, 
■have  all  ibings,  upon  bis  Latinity.  It  was  a  conso- 
lation to  him,  while  his  adversai'ies  were  breaking 
Priscian's  head  as  fast  as  the  Duke,  their  master,  was 
lireaking  his  oaths,  that  his  own  syntax  was  as  clear  as 
liis  conscience.'  The  feeblest  commissioner  was  James- 
n-Croft.  who  had  already  exhibited  himself  with  very 
snile  characteristics,  and  whose  subsequent  manifes- 
IfttJORB  wore  to  seera  like  dotage.  Doctor  Kogers,  learned 
in  the  law,  as  he  unqncstionably  was,  had  less  Ekill  in 
rtttding  human  character,  or  in  deciphering  the  phy- 
siognomy of  a  Famese,  while  Lord  Derby,  every  inch  a 
grandee,  with  J/ord  Uobham  to  assist  him,  was  not  the 
mau  to  cope  with  the  astute  Richardot,  the  profound  and 
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experienced  diampagny,  or  that  moat  voluWe  and  nwil 
rhetorical  of  doctora  of  law,  Jfirob  Mams  of  Antwerp. 

The  eommiBsi oners,  on  tlieir  arrival,  were  welcom™ 
oy  Secretary  Gamier,  who  had  been  sent  to  Oetend  t» 
greet  them.     An  adroit,  plcaeing,  coorleoos  gcntlcmu, 
thirty-six  y&an  of  age,  Rmall,  handsome,  and  nttircd  nd 
quite  Rs  a  soldier,  nor  exactly  as  one  of  the  loiig  nit, 
wearing  a  cloak  furred  to  the  knee,  a  caaeock  of  bltck 
velvet,  with  plain  gold  buttons,  and  a  gold  chain  alwt* 
his  neck,  the  secretary  delivered  handsomely  the  Dnl* 
of  Parma's  congratulations,  recommended  great  wtprfi- 
tion  in  the  negotiations,  and  was  then  invited  by  tb* 
Earl  of  Derby  to  dine  with  the  commissi ouetv.'    Hn 
accompanied  by  a  sen'aut  in  plain  livery,  who — bo  ( 
as  his  master  bad  made  his  bow  t£i  the  English  envni 
had  set  forth  for  a  stroll  through  the  town.   Tbo  mod 
lijofcing  valet,  however,  was  a  distinguished  engineer  IB 
diigiiise,   who  had   been   sent  by    Alexander  for  1« 
especial    purpose    of    examining    the    fortificatiuitf  ■■ 
Ostend'— that  town  being  a  point  much  coveted,  ni 
liable  to  immediate  attack  by  the  Spanish  canunander- 

Meanwhile  Secretary  Garnicr  made  himself  tbiJ 
ap«eah1e.  showing  wit,  experience,  and  good  cducitiio: 
and,  after  dinner,  was  accompanied  to  his  lodging  Vf 
IV.  Rogers  and  other  gentlemen,  with  whom — cspeciwf 
with  Cecil — ho  held  much  conversation. 

Knowing  that  this  young  genthman  "  wantt-d  not  •"' 
honourable  father,"  uie  Secretary  was  very  im 
that  be  should  take  this  opportnnily  to  make  h  .. 
t  hrough  the  I'rovtnocH,  examine  tlie  oilies.  and  capcciil^ 
"note  the   miserable   niins   of  the   poor  eountty  ■>* 
people."     He  would  then  feelingly  peitoivu  how  n 
they  had  to  answer  for.  whose  uiad  rebellion  tiffilfi 
thor  sovereign  lord  and  master  had  cani-ed  so  gn  '  ~* 
cfiision   of   blood,   and   the   wide  desolation  of 
goodly  towns  and  territories. 

t_'ecil  probably  entertained  a  BUspicioti  that  the 
reign  lord  and  master,  who  had  licon  employed,  twwly 
yeare  long,  in  bulchering  his  subjects  and  in  rava^Of 
their  territory  to  feed  Tiis   cioentionors  and  iDldufl^ 
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might  almost  be  justified  in  treating  human  beings  as 
biiasts  and  reptilua,  if  ihey  bad  not  at  last  rvbelled.  lie 
Kimply  and  diplomatically  auEwered,  buweTiiT,  that  be 
cuiuld  not  but  concur  with  the  Secretary  in  lamenting 
the  misery  of  the  Provinoea  and  people  so  utterly 
despoiled  and  ruined,  but.  as  it  might  be  matter  of  dis- 
pute ■'  from  what  head  this  fountain  of  calamity  was 
both  fed  and  derived,  he  would  not  enter  farther  therein, 
it  being  a  matter  much  trio  bigb  for  bis  ca.pacity."  He 
exjiresecd  also  the  hope  that  the  King's  heart  might 
vympalKize  with  that  of  her  Majesty,  in  earnest  com- 
pAssion  for  all  this  suft'ering,  and  in  determiaiation  to 
compo'ind  their  differencefl.' 

On  the  following  day  there  was  some  conversatiim 
Wfith  Garoier,  on  preliminary  and  formal  matlerN,  fol- 
lowed ill  the  evening  by  a  dinner  at  Lord  Cobham'e 
b.dgings— a  banquet  which  tlie  forlorn  condition  of  the 
country  scarcely  permitted  to  be  luxurious.  "  We  rather 
pray  hero  for  satiety,"  eaid  Cecil,  "  than  ever  think  of 
variety."  ' 

It  was  hoped  by  the  Englishmen  that  the  Secretary 
wonld  take  his  departure  after  dinner ;  for  the  ^overuor 
<)fOBt«nd,  Sir  John  Conway,  had  an  uneasy  sensation, 
during  bis  visit,  that  the  unsatisfMctory  condition  of  the 
defenceH  would  attract  his  attention,  und  that  a  sudden 
attnck  by  Fameae  might  be  the  result.  Sir  ,Tohn  was 
not  aware,  however,  of  the  minute  and  scientific  ob- 
servations then  making — at  tlie  very  moment  when 
Mr.  Gamier  was  entertaining  tho  commiBsioners  with 
liis  witty  and  instnictive  conversation— by  the  imob- 
tniMvo  menial  who  had  accompanied  the  Secretary  to 
Ostend.  In  order  that  those  observations  might  be  as 
thorough  OH  possible,  rather  than  with  any  view  to 
odtenHible  business,  the  envoy  of  Parma  now  declared 
that — on  account  of  the  unfiivonrable  slate  of  the  tide — ■ 
he  had  resolved  to  pass  another  night  at  Ostend.  "  We 
conld  have  spared  his  company."  said  Cecil,  "  but  their 
Ijoniships  considered  it  convenient  that  he  should  be 
used  well."  So  Mr.  Comptroller  Croft,  gave  the  affable 
Secretary  a  dinner-invitation  for  the  fallowing  day.* 
L  Here  certjiinly  was  a  masterly  commencement  on  tho 
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part  of  the  Spsnish  diplomatists.  There  waa  not  OM 
stroke  uf  biiBiness  during  tke  Tisit  of  the  Seoretu?.  He 
had  been  sent  simply  to  convey  a  foniial  greeting,  ibA 
tu  take  the  names  of  the  EDgliah  commisBionera — a  nut- 
ter whir^  could  havo  been  done  in  au  hour  ae  veil  •> 
in  a  'week.  But  it  must  be  remembered  that,  at  tliat 
very  moment,  the  Duke  was  daily  expecting  iiilelligeon 
of  the  Bailing  of  the  Anaada,  and  that  Philip,  on  liil 
part,  supposed  the  Duke  aLeady  in  Kngland,  at  lJ» 
head  of  liU  army.  Under  these  circumatanceB,  tlwfe- 
fure^when  the  whole  object  of  the  negotiation,  w  ba 
as  Parma  and  his  master  were  ooncemed,  was  to  amaM 
and  to  gain  time — it  was  already  ingenious  in  Oainiti 
to  havD  consumed  several  days  in  doing  nothioK.  ^b^ 
to  have  obtained  plans  and  descriptions  of  Otttenct  folo 
the  bargain. 

Gamier — when  hie  departure  could  no  longer,  on  i^ 
pretext,  be  deferred — took  his  leave,  once  more  irannlf 
nrgiug  Itobert  Cecil  to  make  a  little  tour  in  the  ule- 
dient  Netherlandit.  and  to  satisfy  himself,  l>y  penciiw 
obeervation,  of  their  miserable  condition.  Aa  Dr.  [hb 
purposed  making  a  preliminary  visit  to  the  Dnkt  <i 
I'amia  at  Ghent,  it  waa  determined  accordingly  that  h* 
should  be  accompanied  by  Cecil. 

That  young  gentleman  had  already  been  mudi  IB- 
pressed  by  the  forlorn  aspect  of  the  counti^  abont 
Oslend — for,  although  the  town  was  itself  in  poeaeMOB 
of  the  English,  it  was  in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  tairi- 
tory.  Since  the  fall  of  Sluys  the  Spaniards  werv  tUHlai* 
of  all  Flanders,  save  this  one  much-oovoted  point.  tixA 
although  the  Queen  had  been  disposed  to  abandoa  tbit 
city,  and  to  suffer  the  ocean  to  overwhelm  it,  nitbsf 
than  that  she  shoidd  be  at  charges  to  defend  it,  vet  it(^ 
possession  was  of  vital  consequence  to  the  Biigliah -Dutch 
cause,  as  time  was  ultimatolv  to  show.  Meuuwhiln  th> 
jKwition  was  already  a  very  important  one.  for— lu-coid- 
ing  to  the  predatory  eyetem  oi  warfare  of  the  day— it 
was  an  excellent  starting-point  for  those  manndini; 
expeditions  against  persons  and  property,  in  whiiJi 
neither  the  Dutch  nor  English  were  less  skilk-d  tha.^ 
t!io  Fleminge  or  Spaniards.  "  The  land  all  about  herv, 
noid  C-ecil,  "  is  so  dovaslAtcd,  that  where  Ote  opea 
uountry  WM  wont  to  bo  covered  witli  kino  and  abaepv 
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it  is  now  fallcr  of  wild  boars  and  wolves;  whereof 
maxiy  come  so  nigh  the  town  that  the  sen  Ian  ela— three 
of  whom  watch  every  night  npon  a  wind-hill  onltiide 
the  gates — have  had  them  in  a  dark  night  upon  them 
ere  Uiey  were  aware."  ' 

But  the  garrison  of  Osteud  was  quite  as  dangerous  to 
the  peasants  and  the  country  tiquires  of  Flanders,  as 
were  tie  wolves  or  wild  boars  ;  and  many  a  pacific 
individual  of  retired  habits,  and  with  a  remnimt  of 
IiTopcrty  worth  a  raneom,  was  doomed  to  see  himself 
whieked  from  hia  seclusion  by  Conway's  troopei-s,  and 
made  a  compulsory  guest  at  tie  city,  I'riaonera  were 
brought  in  from  a  distance  of  sixty  miles;  and  there 
was  one  old  gentleman,  "  well  languaged,"  who  "  con- 
foseed  merrily  t«  Cecil,  that  when  the  soldiers  fi>tched 
liim  out  (if  bis  own  mansion-house,  sitting  safe  in  bis 
rtiidy,  he  was  aa  little  in  fear  of  the  garrison  of  Ostend 
tkg  he  was  of  the  Tnrk  or  the  devil."" 

Three  days  after  the  departure  of  Garnier,  Dr,  Dale 
and  his  attendants  starliid  upon  their  expedition  from 
Ostend  to  Ghent — an  hour's  journey  or  so  in  , 
th«ae  modem  times.  The  Englibh  envoys,  in  li  ""*"  * 
Ibe  sixteentJi  century,  found  it  a  more  formid-  ""■ 
able  undertaking,  'ITiey  were  many  hours  traversing 
the  fonr  miles  to  Oudenburg,  their  first  halting-plaoe ; 
for  the  waters  were  out,  there  having  been  a  great 
breach  of  the  sea-dyke  of  Ostend,  a  dieajiter  threatening 
liostmctvou  to  town  and  country."  At  Oudenburg,  a 
"  small  and  wretched  hole,"  as  Gamier  had  described  it 
tn  bo,  there  was,  however,  a  garrison  of  three  thousand 
Spiinish  soldiers,  under  the  Marquis  de  Benti.  From 
Ihene  a  convoy  of  fifty  troopers  was  appointed  to  protect 
the  Englisli  tiavellera  to  Bruges.  Here  they  arrived 
at  tliree  o'clock,  were  met  outside  (he  gates  by  the 
famuoB  General  La  Motte,  and  by  him  esoorled  to  their 

1  And  DmKir  Bogun  held  i-CTj  ilmllu    gial  Idtlmony  of  (be  onlb  of  Ood." 
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lodgings  in  the  "  English  house,"  and  afterwardit  buxi- 
Buinely  entertained  at  supper  in  hia  own  qiiart^re. 

ITie  General'H  wife,  Madiunc  de  la  Miihc,  wiw, 
cording  to  Cecil,  "  a  fair  gentlewoman  ui  discreet  and 
inodc-st  hehnviciTir.  and  yet  not  unwilling  aumutiiuw  to 
hoar  horself  speak ;" '  so  that  in  hor  socii^ly,  and  iu  (keX 
uf  her  sister — "a  nun  of  the  onk-r  of  the  Monata,  Imt 
who,  like  the  rest  of  the  aieterhou*),  wore  uu  uidinu; 
dress  in  the  erening,  and  might  leave  the  convoil  if 
asked  in  marriage"  —  the  supper  passed  off  'Biy 
agroeaUy. 

In  tie  evening  Cecil  found  that  liia  father  hud  fif 

merly  occupied  the  same  bedroom  of  the  English  hotel 

Fiiitj.    ^^  which  he  was  thon  lodged;  for  he  iortiA 

M-irciis,    that  l.ord  Burghloy  had  scrawled  his  n 

'*"*■      the  chimney-comer— a  fact  which  was  higUj 

gratifying  to  the  son.' 

The  next  morning,  at  seven  o'clock,  tlio  travellen  st* 
forth  for  Ghent.  The  journey  was  a  miserahlo  ono-  M 
was  wt  cold  and  gluotny  weather  as  even  a  yiemii 
month  of  March  could  furnish.  A  driKzIing  rain  • 
falling  all  (lay  long,  the  lanes  were  foul  and  miiy.tfc* 
frequent  thickets  which  overhung  their  path  "* 
Hwarming  with  the  fi-eehooters  of  Zceland,  who  if*" 
'■  ever  at  hand,"  says  Cecil,  "  to  have  picked  our  pun* 
but  that  they  descried  our  convoy,  and  so  saved  theii* 
selves  in  the  woods."  fitting  on  horKeback  t«B  b 
without  alighting,  under  such  ciranmstancoa  u  t3>»»: 
was  not  luxurious  for  a  fragile  little  gonUeman  iftf 
(jTieen  Elizabeth's  "pigmy;"  eiqieeially  as  l>r.  IhtleU^ 
him.^elf  had  only  half  a  rod  herring  between  tli*in  ht 
luncheon,  and  supped  afterwards  upon  an  orango.'  til 
envoy  protested  that  when  they  ooitld  get  a  couple  > 
o^s  a  piece,  while  travelling  in  Plaudcra,  "  they  thiiiiS^ 
they  fared  like  princes."  * 

NeverthelesB  (.'ecil  and  himaelf  fought  ii  out  numfullj 
and  when  they  reached  Ghent,  at  five  in  the  wet' 
they   were   met  by  thi-lr   acqriaintance    Quiuer, 
escorted  to   their  hidgings.      Here  they  wcra  m  . 
upon  by  President  Itichardot,  "a  tall  gentlenMB,"  a 

■  Oara  Id  BiirilitiT      (KS,  Uil  tUfl)       >  Dtlf  In  ttnrKhlry. 
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Ixiialf  of  tlie  Duke  of  Panna,  Kud  then  left  to  their 
iiiiidi-needed  repose. 

Nothing  coold  be  more  forlorn  than  the  country  of 
!:'■  oViedient  Netherlands,  throngh  which  their  d»y'e 

■  II  mey  liad  led  them.  Desolation  had  been  the  reward 
f  iilnMlience.     "  ITib  mJEerj'  of  the  inhabitants,"  said 

I  Mil.  "ia  incredible,  both  without  the  town,  where  all 
'uings  lire  wasted,  hoiiBes  spoiled,  and  grounds  nn- 
lilKiured,  and  also,  even  in  these  great  cities,  where 
llifv  are  for  the  moat  part  poor  beggars  even  in  the 
Uirest  hriiiseg," ' 

And  all  this  hnman  wretchedness  was  the  ehiborato 
"-i>rk  of  one  man— one  dull,  heartless  bigot,  living,  far 
;iwi»j-.  a  life  of  laborious  ease  and  soleron  sensuality  ; 
I'ul.  in  I'eality,  almost  as  much  removed  from  those 
'  !  low-creatures  of  his,  whom  he  called  his  subjects,  as 
'  Iji'  had  been  the  inhabitant  of  another  planet.  Has 
'■-■tory  many  more  instructive  warnings  against  the 
■J Tors  of  arbitrary  govomiiient — against  the  folly  of 
'  iiikind  in  ever  tolerating  the  nilo  of  a  single  iire- 
'  ■  iisible  individual,  than  the  lesson  fiirnished  by  the 
1. -work  of  that  crowned  criminal,  Philip  the  Second  ? 

i'lie  longing  for  peace  on  the  part  of  these  unfortunate 
' '  dient   Flemings  was    intense.     Incessant  ones   for 

■  ic-e  readied  the  ears  of  the  envoys  on  every  side, 
\  I , IS !  it  would  have  been  better  for  these  peace- wishera, 

l:rid  they  stood  side  by  side  with  their  brethren,  the 
ij'ihle  Hollanders  and  Zeelanders,  when  they  had  been 
wresting,  if  not  peace,  yet  independence  and  liberty, 
ii.irii  Philip,  witli  their  own  right  handH.  Kow  the 
■.I  iliont  Flemings  were  but  fuel  for  the  vEwt  flame 
]]i<-h  the  monarch  was  kindling  for  the  dest.ruotion  of 
ii-Lstendom — if  all  Christendom  were  not  willing  to 

■  'pt  hiH  absolute  dominion. 

i'he  burgomasters  of  Ghent — of  Ghent,  once  the 
■vfrfnl,  the  induslrious,  the  opulent,  the  free,  of  alt 
ni-s  ia  the  world  now  the  most  abject  and  forlorn — 
c^me  iu  the  moniing  to  wait  upon  EliKalieth's  envoy, 
und  to  jiresent  him,  according  to  ancient  custom,  with 
■oiue  fliiaks  of  wine.  I'hoy  came  with  tears  streaming 
down   their  cheeka,  earnestly  espresaing  the  desire  of 
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their  hearts  for  peace,  and  their  joy  thftt  at  least  it  W 
now  "  begun  to  be  thought  on."  ' 

"It  is  quite  tnie,"  replied  Dr.  Dale,  "•  that  herei- 
c«lloiit  Majeirty  the  Qneen^filled  wilh  cnmpaasion  fiir 
your  condition,  and  having  been  informed  tliat  the  Puke 
of  Parma  in  desirous  of  peooe — has  vouchsafed  to  m*ke 
this  overture.  If  it  take  not  the  desired  ofTect,  let  not 
the  blame  rest  upon  her,  but  upon  her  advorsoriiA- 
To  these  words  the  mapstrates  all  said  Amen,  toi 
invoked  blessings  on  her  Majesty.'  Ajid  most  oertainlr- 
Elizabeth  was  sincerely  dcfdixnis  of  peace,  oveu  »l 
greater  sacrifices  than  the  Ihike  could  well  hiw 
imagined;  but  there  was  something  almost  diabolic m 
the  cold  disfiim Illation  by  which  her  honest  companioB 
was  mocked,  and  the  tears  of  a  whole  people  in  i* 
agony  made  the   laughing-stock  of  a  despot  aiid  tu* 

On  Saturday  morning.  Richardot  and  Gamier  WwJ 
upon  the  envoy  to  escort  him  to  the  presence  of  in* 
Ihike.  Cecil,  who  accompanied  lilm,  was  not  tnnco 
impressed  with  tlie  grandeiu-  of  Alexander's  lod^nj^ 
,  and  made  unfavountblo  and  ralbtT  unreasoDBbIc 

"""*■  comparisons  between  them  and  the  splendour  of 
Elizabeth's  court.  They  passed  through  (o 
antd-chamlier  into  a  diDJng-rootn.  thence  into  an  iniMT 
chamber,  and  next  Into  the  Dnke'a  room.  lu  the  aaW- 
chamber  stood  Sir  William  Stanley,  the  Devi^nlor  trwUr, 
convereing  with  one  Mockctt,  lui  EngliahniU],  long 
resident  in  Flanders.  Stanley  was  meanly  drosMd.  i* 
the  Spanish  fat<bian,  and  as  young  Cecil,  pasiung  thmnjk 
the  chamber,  looked  him  in  the  nice,  he  abruptly  tamel 
from  him,  and  pulled  his  hat  over  hia  eyes.  ""IS  " 
well  he  did  so."  said  that  young  gentleman,  "for 
Ijtking  it  off  would  hardly  liave  cost  me  mine."  '  C«dl 
was  mformed  that  Stanley  was  to  have  a  comuMndtiry 
of  Malta,  and  was  in  go'>d  favour  with  llie  Ihiko,  ' 
wan,  however,  ({uite  wear}'  of  hi«  mutiiiuua  tuid 
orderly  Irish  regiment.' 

In  the  bed-cbaniber,  Famese — accompanied  by 
Marquis  del  Guasto,  Ibo  Marquis  of  Benty,  the  Frinoi 
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of  Aremberg,  Provident  Eichardot,  and  Secretary  Cosimo 
— received  the  enyoy  suid  hiM  compnaion.  "  Small  and 
iiiean  was  the  farniture  of  the  chamber."  said  Cecil ; 
"  and  although  they  attribute  this  to  his  love  of  privacy, 
yet  it  ia  a  siga  that  peace  is  the  mother  of  alt  honour 
and  statB,  as  may  beat  be  peicoivcd  by  the  court  of 
England,  which  her  Majesty's  royal  presence  doth  so 
Mdom,  as  that  it  exceedeth  this  as  far  as  the  siin  snr- 
pafiseth  in  light  the  other  stars  of  the  finuaiuent." ' 

Here  was  a  compliment  to  the  Queen  and  her  nphol' 
gterers  drawn  in  by  the  ears.  Certainly,  if  the  first 
anil  best  fmit  of  the  much  longed-for  peace  were  only 
to  improve  the  fmnituro  of  royal  and  ducal  apartments, 
it  might  be  as  well  perhaps  for  the  war  to  go  on,  while 
the  Queen  continued  to  outshine  all  the  stars  in  the 
firmament.  But  the  budding  uouilier  and  statesman 
knew  that  a  personal  compliment  to  Elizabeth  could 
never  bo  amiss  or  ill-timerl. 

The  envoy  delivered  the  greetings  of  her  Majesty 
to  the  Ihike,  and  was  heard  with  great  attention. 
Alexander  attempted  a  reply  ia  French,  which  was 
very  imperfuct,  and,  apologizing,  exchanged  that  tongno 
for  Italian.*  lie  alluded  with  great  fervour  to  the 
"honouiable  opinion  concerning  his  sincerity  aud 
word,"  expressed  to  him  by  her  Majesty,  through  the 
mouth  of  her  envoy.  "  And  indeed,"  said  he,  "  I  have 
always  Lad  especial  care  of  keeping  my  word.  My 
body  and  service  are  at  the  commandment  of  the  King, 
my  lord  and  master,  but  my  honour  is  my  own,  and  her 
Majesty  may  be  asnured  tliat  I  shall  always  have  especial 
regard  of  my  word  to  so  great  aud  famous  a  Queen  as 
her  Majesty." 

The  visit  was  one  of  preliminaries  and  of  ceremony. 
Nevertheless  Fameiie  found  opportunity  to  impress  tlie 
envoy  and  his  companions  with  his  sincerity  of  heart. 
Ho  converaed  much  with  Cecil,  malting  particular  and 
BOnal  inqnines,  and  with  appearance  of  deep  interest, 
irard  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

B  not  a  prince  in  the  world  "—he  said,  "  re- 
g  all  question  between  her  Majesty  and  my  royal 
—to  whom  I  desire  moru  to  do  iM)i'>ice.   So  much 

1  Ootl  W  ButgUltr,  as.  1»t  tllHl.  >  Ibid. 
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h»re  I  heard  of  her  perfectjons,  that  I  wish  eiinicsll.T 
ihut  tilings  mi)^t  so  &11  out,  as  that  it  uight  ht  my 
fortnae  tu  look  upon  her  fuce  before  tny  retnm  tu  my 
own  country.  Yet  I  deeire  to  behold  her.  not  as  it  ser- 
vant to  him  who  is  not  able  still  to  mnintain  war,  at  u 
one  that  feaj«d  any  harm  that  might  befall  him ;  for  ia 
such  matteni  my  account  was  made  long  ago.  to  endnn 
all  which  God  niaysend.  But,  in  truth,  1  am  wewjiu 
behold  the  miseralile  e«tate  of  tliis  people,  fallen  iijxw 
them  through  Iheir  own  folly,  aud  inethiuks  that  bv 
who  sliould  do  the  beet  offices  of  peace  would  perform  a 
pium  ct  BBuctiRbimum  opus.  Hight  glad  am  1  that  tba 
Queen  ia  not  behind  me  in  zeal  for  peace."  H«  then 
ooniplimenlied  Cecil  in  regard  to  his  father,  whom  bt 
undei'stood  to  be  the  principal  mover  in  these  aegdotr 
lions.' 

ITje  young  nitm  expressed  his  thanks,  and  cspociaU.V 
for  the  good  affection  which  the  Duke  hud  munifrtrted 
to  the  Queen  and  in  the  blessed  cause  of  [xwce.  He 
was  well  aware  that  hor  Majesty  esteemed  him  a  prinw 
of  great  honour  and  virtue,  and  that  for  ihis  ^imI  work, 
thus  auspiciously  begun,  no  man  could  [lObHibly  duulit 
that  her  Majesty,  like  himeelf.  was  most  ze^oualf 
aR'octed  to  bring  all  things  to  a  perfect  peaoe. 

The  matters  discusBcd  Ju  this  first  intej-viaw  wcts 
only  in  regard  to  the  place  to  be  appointed  for  tiw 
doming  conferences,  and  the  exdmnge  of  powora.  Tb* 
Queen's  commissioners  had  exjieuted  to  treat  at  Osteal 
Alexander,  on  ihe  eoulmry,  was  imuble  tu  listen  to  sDch 
a  suggestion,  aa  it  would  bo  utter  dereliction  of  lai 
master's  dignity  to  send  envoys  to  a  city  of  hia  own. 
now  in  hoHtilo  occupniion  by  hor  Majesty's  foroas.  lis 
place  of  conference,  therefore,  would  be  matter  of  fnutv 
consideration.  In  respect  to  the  exchange  of  powen. 
A  loxandcr  expressed  the  >io)>e  tliat  no  nmn  would  doabt 
KM  to  the  production  on  his  commlitsionorti' part  of  amplB 
otithority  both  from  himself  and  from  the  niug.* 

Yet  it  will  bo  remembered,  that,  at  this  momeut,  the 
Duke  had  not  only  no  powers  from  the  King,  but  tiitt 
I'hilip  had  most  expressly  refused  to  send  a  comuuMtloKi 

<  Crrll  u  BarililF)',  "  Mmh.     Xli.  iltetdj  dUiiL 
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lat  he  fiilly  expected  the  negotiation  to  be  supoi- 
l  by  the  invaaiim,  before    the    productiou  of  tie 
a  should  become  iiidispeiuiable. 
1  when  Faroetie  was  t-peaking  thne  feiTently  in 
hTonr  (if  p«ace,  and  parading  his  word  and  his  hcinuur, 
tht?  letturx  lay  in  his  cabinet  in  that  very  room,  in  whidi 
Plulip   exproseed  his  conviction   that  hia   general  was 
uliHidy  in    London,  that  the  whole  realm  of  Kngland 
WM  already  at  the  mercy  of  a  Spaniuh  soldiery,  and 
thai  the  (Jneen,  upon  whose  perfections  Alexander  bad 
s'l  long   yearned   to   gaze,   was  a  discrowned  captive, 
■  litiroly  in  her  great  enemy's  power. 
Tlius  ended    the    preliminary    interview.      On    the 
.  1 1  iving    Monday,    1 1  th   Miii'cli,    I>r.    Dal  e    and    hie 
I  ii'iirhints  made  the  best  of  iheir  way  back  to    n  Mmrb. 
'^r.'nd.  while  young  Ceoil.  with  a  Kafo  con-        '^'"• 
'tm.'t  from  Cbampt^iy,   set  forth   on  a   litlle  tour  in 
HiiuderH,  # 

Tha  journey  from  Ghent  to  Antwerp  was  easy,  and 
he  wftfl  agreeably  enrprieed  by  the  appareut  proKperity 
of  the  country.  At  intervals  of  every  few  miles,  he 
Was  refreshed  with  the  spectacle  of  a  gibbet  well 
garnished  with  dangling  freebootere,  and'  rejoiced, 
therefore,  in  comparative  seeuri^.  For  it  seemed  that 
the  energetic  bailiff  of  Woasland  had  levied  a  contribu- 
tion upon  the  proprietors  of  the  country,  to  be  expended 
mainly  in  hanging  brigands  ;  and  so  well  hod  the  ^nds 
been  applied,  that  no  predatory  bands  coulil  make  their 
appearance  but  they  were  instantly  pursued  by  poldiern, 
and  hnnjjed  forthwilh,  without  judge  or  trial.  Cecil 
counted  twelve  Buoh  places  of  execution  on  his  road 
between  Ghent  and  Antwerp.' 

On  his  journey  he  fell  in  with  an  Italian  merchant, 
]..anfninchi  by  name,  of  a  great  cominercial  hous.e  in 
Antwerp,  in  the  days  when  Antwerp  had  coinnioi-ce, 
and  by  him,  on  bis  arrival  the  same  evening  in  that 
town,  he  was  made  an  honoured  guest,  both  foi  his 
father's  sake  and  his  Queen's.  "'Tie  the  plcaaantest 
city  that  ever  I  ^w,"  said  Cecil,  "for  situalion  and 
building,  but  utterly  left  and  abandoned  now  by  those 
rich  merchants  that  were  wont  to  frequent  the  place."* 
^kBIs  host  was  much  interested  in  the  peuco-uegotia- 
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tions,  anil,  indeed,  through  his  relatione  wHh  Ojm- 
tiagny  and  Andreas  de  Loo,  had  been  one  of  tho 
instruinentH  by  which  it  had  been  commenced.  H< 
inveighed  bitterly  against  the  Spanish  captnina  mA 
soldiers,  to  whose  rapacity  and  ferocity  ha  munly 
ascribed  the  continiionce  of  the  war ;  and  hu  w, ' 
especially  incensed  with  Stanley  and  olher  EtigB 
renegades,  who  were  thought  fiercer  haters  uf  EngtinJ 
than  were  the  Spaniards  tbenuelves.  EvMi  iti  ** 
desolate  and  abject  condition  of  Antwerp  and  itt  sei^- 
bourhood,  at  that  moment,  the  quick  eyv  of  C«i3 
detected  the  latent  signs  of  a  possible  splendniF. 
Should  peaoe  he  restored,  the  territory  once  more  bt 
tilled,  and  the  foreign  merchants  attracted  ihitfaer  a^dl. 
lie  believed  that  the  governor  of  the  obedient  Nathw 
lands  might  live  there  in  more  magnificence  than  dx 
King  of  Spain  himself,  exhausted  as  were  his  renniWl 
by  the  enormous  expense  of  this  protracted  war.  Hght 
hundred  thousand  dollara  monthly,  so  Lanfranchi  in- 
formed Cecil,  were  the  coat  of  the  forces  on  the  footing 
then  established.  This,  however,  was  pit>b*bly  W 
oj^goration,  for  the  royal  account-books  showwl  a  W 
formidable  sum,'  although  a  sufficiently  largo  one  W 
appal  a  less  obstinate  bigot  than  Philip,  But  what  tt 
him  were  the  ruin  of  the  Netherlands,  the  imporeriA- 
ment  of  Spain,  and  the  downfall  (if  her  ancient  grandnr. 
compared  to  the  silnry  of  establishing  the  Inqoiaitios  ^ 
England  and  Holtand  ? 

While  at  dinner  in    L&ufranchi's  honse,  Cecil  H 
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to  another  charncteriKtio  of  tho  times,  and  one 

iffoTded   proof  of  even  more  formidable    free- 

ibroiul  than  those  for  whom  the  liniliif  of  WaaB- 

l  erected  hia  gibbeta,     A   canal-boat  had  left 

i  for  Brosaels  that  morning,  and  in  the  vioiuity 

itter  city  had  been  set  upon  bv  a  detachment 

English  garrison  of  Bergon-op-Zoom,   and 

with  twelve  prisoners  and  a  freight  of  (iO.OOO 

money.     "ITiis  strnck  tie  comjjany  at  th« 

Utlo  all  in  a  damp,"  naid  Cecil.     And  well  it 

t-ior  the  property  mainly  belonged  to  ttems-clves, 

ay  forthwith  did  (heir  best  to  have  the  marauders 

i  on    their   return.     Bnt  Cecil,  notwithstanding 

titude  for  the  hoepilality  of  I.anfranchi,  sent  word 

ay  to  (he  gnrriaon  of  Bei^n  of  the  designs  against 

Lnd  on  hia  arrival  at  tho  place  hod  the  Eatiefaction 

ig  informed  by  Lord  Willonghby  that  the  party 

t  safe  home  with  their  plunder.' 

well  worthy  they  are  of  it,"  said  young  Robert, 

ig  how  far  they  go  for  it." 

eller,  on  leaving  Antwerp,  proceeded  down 

to  Bergen- op-Zoom,  where  ho  was  hospitably 

jued  by  that  doughty  old  soldier  Sir  IViUiam 

and  met  Lord  W'illoughby,  whom  ho  accompanied 

Ue  on  a  visit  to  tho  deposed  elector  Tniobaess, 

tving  in    that  ncighbourhocd.     Cecil— who  was 

uion's  slave — hod  unalt  sympathy  with  the  man 

Quid  lose  a  sovereignty  for  the  sake   of  Agnes 

Id.     "  'Tis  a  very  goodly  gentleman,"  said  he, 

fashioned,  and  of  good  speech,  for  which  I  must 

pnkise  him  than  for  loving  a  wife  better  than  so 

,  fortune  as  he  lost  by  her  occasion." '   At  Brielle 

handsomely  entertained  by  tie  magietrates,  who 

reeable  recollections  of  his  brother  Thomas,  late 

01  of  tiat  city.     Thence  he  proceeded  by  way  of 

-which,  like  all  English  travellers,  he  described 

o  finest  bnilt  town  that  ever  ho  saw  " — to  tho 

and  (hence  to  Flushing,  and  so  back  by  sea  to 

.     He  had  made   tho  most  of  his  three  weeks' 

Lui  eeen  many  important  towns  both  in  tlio  re- 
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public  and  in  the  obedient  Kethorlands,  and  hid  cent 
▼ersed  with  many  "tall  gentiemen,"  as  he  eipreHol 
himHolf,  umong  the  Euglinh  commanders,  having  beat 
eepecially  impresaod  by  the  heroes  of  Sluys,  BaBkerrUlt 
and  that  "  proper  gentleman  Francis  Vere,"  ' 

He  was  also  preBcnt«d  by  Lord  Wllluugbby  to 
Mauiice  of  Nassau,  and  was  perhaps  not  very  benio' 
antly  received  by  the  young  prince.  At  that  [urlioiuir 
moment,  when  Leicester's  deferred  roeignadon,  tk» 
rebellion  of  Sonoy  in  North  Holland,  foiuidod  on  t 
fictitious  alle^auce  to  the  late  governor-general,  tlrt 
per\'ei'8e  determination  of  the  Queen  to  troat  for  pMtt 
a^inst  tho  advice  of  all  the  leading  Btate^onen  of  ibl 
Netherlands,  and  tho  fharp  rebukc«  pei'^wtoally  *^ 
miniutered  by  her,  in  conseqaencc,  to  tbe  young  itti 
holder  and  aU  his  euppurtets,  had  not  tended  to  jitvdMl 
the  moat  tender  feeUngs  upon  their  part  towaida  (!• 
English  government,  it  wa«  not  enrprieing  thai  lb 
handsome  soldier  should  look  aakiinco  at  tbu  crook<^ 
little  cuiu'tior,  whom  even  the  great  Qui»en  smtlcd  it 
while  ebe  petted  him.  Cecil  v/aa  very  angry 
Maurice. 

"  In  my  life  I  never  saw  worse  behaviour,"  be  mA 
*'  except  it  were  in  one  lately  («me  from  school.    Tb 
is  neither  outward  ap{tearauce  in  him  of  any  nobis  m 
nor  inward  virtue."' 

Although  Ceoil  had  consumed  nearly  the  wholo  BM 
of  March  in  his  tour,  ho  IukI  been  more  profitably  < 
ployed  than  were  the  royal  commissioDcrs  dunou 
same  period  at  Ostend. 

Never  did  statesmen  know  better  bow  not  to  do  i 
■which  (hey  were  ostensibly  occujiicd  in  doing  dWI 
Alexander  Famese  and  his  agents,  (.'hampagny,  Kicbi^ 
dot.  Jacob  Maas,  and  Gamier.  'Vhe  Snt  pnlwt  I 
which  much  time  was  cleverly  consumed  wu  th*  ^^ 
as  to  tho  place  of  meeting.  Doctor  Dole  bad  mti 
expressed  bis  desire  for  Ostend  as  the  plaoo  of  eoUBOfl 
•■  'Tie  a  very  slow  old  gentleman,*  thiB  Doctor  Du 
said  Alexander;  "  he  was  here  in  tiui  tjiu 
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U.y  motber,  and  has  also  been  ambassador  at  VieniUL 
I  have  received  him  and  his  attondanU  with  groat 
bciirtcHy,  and  held  out  great  hopee  of  peace.  We 
had  coil versat ions  about  iLe  place  of  meeting.  Ho 
wisbcM  Ostend :  I  object.  The  driit  conference  will 
plob«bljr  be  at  aome  point  between  that  place  and 
Newport."' ' 

i'ho  utixt  oppoi'tunity  for  dieciiBsion  and  delay  wag 

■  u  Jed  by  the  question  of  powers.     And  it  must  be 

'■<  borne  in  nund  that  Alexander  was  daily  expecting 

'   LiiTtval  of  the  invading  fleets  and  aimics  of  tipain, 

j'l  was  holding  himself  in  readiness  to  place  binuielf  tit 

ir  head  for  the  conqn«jt  of  England.     ITiiB  was.  of 

ii'.--e,  80  fltrcnuoualy  denied  by  hi miielf  and  those  under 

:^s  iiiduenee,  that  Queen  Eliaabeth  implicitJy  believed 

ii'in,  ESiirgbley  was  lost  in  doubt,  and  even  ilie  Rtjtut« 

Walsiugham  began  to  distrust  his  own  lienbos.     >iomuoh 

Jitrengtli  doea  a  falsehood  acquire   tn  determined  and 

nidi  fill  lutnds. 

"  As  lo  Ihe  commissions,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary 
tir  your  Majobty  lo  send  them,"  wiolo  AlexHwdor  at  the 
monjent  when  he  was  receiving  Ihe  Euglibh  envoy  at 
tilieut,  "for — unless  Ihe  Amiada  arrice  suo/i— it  will  bo 
iudispennnble  for  me  to  have  them,  in  order  to  keep  ihe 
aegutiation  alive.  Of  course  tlieywill  uever  broach  Ihe 
prinoiptil  matters  without  exhibition  of  powers.  Bichar- 
dub  is  aware  of  the  secret  which  your  Majesty  conlidcd 
tu  me,  numely,  ihat  the  negotiations  are  only  intended 
to  deceive  the  Queen  and  to  gain  time  for  the  fleet ;  but 
Uic  powers  mujjt  be  set  tn  order  that  we  mny  be  able  U> 
produue  theiu,  allhuugh  your  secret  intentions  will  be 
obt'j-ed." ' 

The  Duke  commented,  however,  on  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  carrying  out  the  plan,  as  oi igi nail y  pro j)Osed. 
"  The  fon'iuest  of  England  would  have  bwen  difficult," 
he  said,  "  even  although  the  country  liad  been  taken  by 
HUrpiiee.  Now  they  ai-e  Htroug  and  armed ;  we  are 
Qomparatively  weak.  The  danger  and  the  doubt  aro 
gnuit;  aud  the  English  deputies,  1  thiuk,  are  really 
desirous  of  [leaoe.  Neverthelesa  I  am  at yotu:  Majesty's 
difeposition^life  and  all — aud  probably,  b^fort  the  antieer 

hlllp  II..  m  M^b.  168B.       ■  l>.nTi»  Ui  rhillii  II..  i<i  tUnh.  laes, 
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amoH  (a  Mu  kUer,  the  fleet  'will  fasTe  amvsd, 
AaM  uiuJerfojlen  fA« pas»i{/e  lo  England"  ' 

After  three  weeks  had  thus  adroitly  been  frittered 
«way,  the  EDglish  commissioDera  beoome  Homt^whit 
impatieot,  and  deepatched  Doctor  Refers  to  the  Dnkc 
ftt  Ghent.  Thu  was  extremely  obliging  npon  their  pin. 
for  if  Valentino  Dale  wore  a  "  elow  old  gentleman  * 
he  was  keen,  canstic,  and  rapid,  as  compared  lo  John 
Bogers.  A  formalist  and  a  pedant,  a  m&n  of  red  1^ 
and  routine,  fnll  of  precedents  and  declamat(»i7<miniiu«- 
placcs  which  he  mistook  for  eloquence,  honest  as  da^flis'i' 
and  tedious  as  a  king,  he  was  just  the  time-eonsomer  tn 
Alexander's  purpose.     The  wily  Italian  listened  <nth 

{irofound  attention  to  the  wise  saws  in  which  the  «i<el- 
ent  diplomatist  revelled,  and  hia  fine  eyea  often  filW 
with  tears  at  the  Doctor's  rlietoric. 

Three  interriews— each  three  mortal  honra  long— did 
the  two  indulge  in  at  Qhent,  and  never  waa  lii^  com- 
missioner  better  satisfiod  with  himself  than  was  John 
Ilogera  upon  those  occasions.  He  carried  every  pdot:  bo 
convinced,  he  softened,  he  captivated  the  great  pnkc 
he  turned  the  great  Duke  round  bis  finger.  11m  gT«t> 
Duke  smiled,  or  wept,  or  fell  into  hie  arms,  by  inrM- 
Alexander's  military  exploits  had  mog  throtigh  lit* 
world,  his  genins  for  diplomacy  and  statesmauehip  W 
never  been  disputed ;  but  his  talents  as  a  light  otitat- 
dian  were,  in  ttjese  interviews,  for  the  first  timo  follj 
revealed. 

On  the  26th  Starch  the  learned  Doctor  made  his  fM 
bow  and  performed  his  first  flourish  of  compliment*  it 
wauA    Gliont    "  I  assureyonr  Majesty,"  said  he,"liil 
Tipi-    HigfanesB  followed  my  compliments  of  »*f 
""-      tainment  with  so  much  honour,  as  that— bi> 
Highness  or  I,  speaking  of  the  Qneen  of    England- 
he  never  did  loss  than  uncover  his  head ;  not  covuisf 
the  same  unless  I  was  covered  also."*     And  after  thM* 
salutations  had  at  last  been  got  through  with,  tbni  qtit* 
the  Doctor  of  Laws  to  the  Duke  of  Parma : — 

Almighty  God,  the  light  of  lights,  be  plcMod  » 
enlighten  the  underst&nding  of  your  Altesa,  and  (a  Sr 
rect  the  same  to  his  glory,  to  die  tiniltng  of  both  tWt 
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.l-and  the  finishing  of  these  most  bloody  wars, 
j^these  ooanlrieB,  being  in  the  highest  d^ree  of 
jksoUta,  lie  as  it  were  prostrate  before  the  wiatli- 
nnce  of  the  moat  mighty  Goi],  most  lamentably 
Ipg  his  Uivine  Majesty  to  withdraw  hin  scourge 
Wtom  them,  and  to  move  the  hearts  of  priuces  to 
Mhem  unto  peace,  whereby  they  might  attain 
^Ut  ancient  flower  and  dignity.  Into  the  hands 
(AJteza  are  now  the  lives  of  many  thousands,  the 
Bon  of  cities,  tewns,  and  countries,  which  to  put 
^^time  of  war  how  perilous  it  were,  1  pray  con- 
Whink  ye,  ye  see  the  mothers  k/t  alive  tendering 
pq>ring  ia  your  prosenoe,  nam  matrihus  detettata 
j^tinued  the  orator.  "  Think  also  of  others  of 
ilB,  ages,  and  conditions,  on  their  knees  before 
Bteza,  most  humbly  pmying  and  crying  moHt 
my  to  spare  their  lives,  and  save  their  property 
M  ensanguined  scourge  of  tho  insane  soldiers," 
liU,  and  eo  on.' 

"Tiilip  li.  was  slow  in  resolving,  slower  in  action, 
lerona  three-deckers  of  Biscay  were  notoriously 
Kt  sailers  ever  known,  nor  were  the  fettered 
Hl'lio  rowed  the  great  galleys  of  Portugal  or  of 
"k  very  brisk  in  their  movements ;  and  yet  the 
^t  have  found  time  to  marshal  his  ideas  and 
idrons,  and  the  Armada  had  leisure  to  eiroum- 
t  the  globe  and  invade  England  afterwards,  if 
'  '  1  of  John  Reverses  could  have  entertained 
SB  with  compliuienls  while  the  preparations 

lexander — at  the  very  outset  of  the  Doctor's 
—found  it  difficult  to  suppress  his  feelings. 
sBUre  your  Majesty,"  said  Kogers,  "  that  his 
B  has  a  very  large  eye — were  moiHtened,  Some- 
ey  were  thrown  upward  to  heaven,  sometimes 
e  fixed  full  upon  mo,  .sometimes  they  were  cast 
d,  well  declaring  how  his  heart  was  aSected."' 
t  John  even  thought  it  necessary  to  mitigate 
t  of  bis  rhetoHe.  and  to  assure  his  Highness 
F%aa,  after  alt,  only  he.  Doctor  Rogers,  and  not 
nbter  pletripotentiary  of  fiie  Queen's  most  Rerena 
I,  who  was  exciting  all  this  emotion. 
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"  At  lliis  part  of  my  Bpeech,"  Boid  be,  "  I  prayed  U» 

nigbneiu  nnt  to  bii  truublod,'  for  that  the  tame  a^ 
proceeikd/rom  Dortur  Roy-n.  who,  it  might  please  liin  la 
know,  van  so  much  moyed  with  tho  pitiful  case  of  IliM 
countrieB,  as  also  that  whidi  of  war  was  sure  to  voxm 
that  1  wished,  if  my  body  were  full  of  rivers  pf  bW. 
the  same  to  bo  poureil  forth  to  eattsfjr  aav  that  wtn 
blood-thirsty,  bi>  there  might  rtn  assured  peace  fullnw,"* 

ITia  HighuoRa,  at  any  rale,  manifcetiag  do  winli  to 
drink  of  such  sanguinary  Btrcams — even  hadth»  Dooloi'i 
body  contained  llieiu — ilogera  became  caJiner,  He  tb* 
deacouded  frum  rhetorio  to  mrisprudenoo  and  caBUtiUX. 
and  atoned  at  intolerable  length  the  propriety  of  fluB- 
menciiig  tho  conferences  at  Otitend,  and  of  esliilNtit4 
mutually  the  commisBionit. 

It  is  quile  unnocetiHary  to  follow  him  as  cIoe«]y  u  did 

Parneso.     Vihva  he  hail  fiiiiElicd  the  first  part  of  ki* 

-oration,  however,  aud  was  "  uldroBsing  himaelf  In  lit 

second  point,"  Alexander  at  lust  intemipted  tho  torrtnt 

I  of  his  etoquenca. 

I  ,  "Ho  eaid  that  my  divieionB  and  irubdivieions,"  wM 
the  Doctor,  "  were  perfeotly  in  his  Temembranco,  M* 
that  he  would  firetanswerthe  lirst  point,  and  aftarwU<i> 
give  audience  to  the  second,  and  answer  the  W>>* 
accordinKly." 

Acconiingly  Alexander  put  on  htti  lint,  and  bi^SM 
the  envoy  also  to  be  covered.  Then,  "  with  greri 
gravity,  as  one  inwardly  much  moved,"  the  Duke  too* 
up  his  part  in  the  dialogue. 

"Signer  Riiggieri,"  »aiJ  he,  "  yon  have  piwpaunW 
unto  mo  Bpeoohea  of  two  aorta  ;  the  one  prowrwda  fri" 
Puctor  Snggioi-i,  the  other  &oin  the  lurd  antbaatadurH 
the  most  serene  Qneen  of  England.  Touching  ihe  Hi* 
I  do  give  yon  my  hearty  thanks  for  your  godly  spcedift 

.,   yod   that  tlioiigh,  by  reason    I    have  al*^ 

1  iho  wars,  I  cannot  bo  ignunint  of  ihe  caUmltW* 

J?  you  alleged,  yot  yo«  have  so  Oiily  roproacnied  ^ 

im'o  before  mine  oj  es  as  to  effectuate  in  mc,  at  ll» 

l%islant,  not  only  the  confirmation  of  mine  own  ^ 

*  -WsitioD  to  have  peace,  but  also  an  amuranoe  tbat  W* 

salf  bhall  take  good  and  Kjx'edy  end,  seeing  tlwi  " 
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hfttb  pleaded  God  to  raise  tip  Buch  a  gixid  instrumeiit  as 
yaii  are," ' 

"  Many  are  tlie  cauHOs,"  continued  the  Duke,  "  which, 
besides  my  disposition,  move  me  to  peace.  My  father 
and  mother  are  dead,  my  boii  is  a  joiing  prince,  my 
Louso  ba«  truly  need  of  my  presence.  1  am  not  ignorant 
how  ticklish  a  thing  ia  the  fortune  of  war,  which — how 
victorioiia  soever  1  have  been — may  in  one  moment  not 
only  deface  the  same,  but  also  deprive  me  of  my  life. 
The  King,  my  master,  is  now  etricken  in  years,  hia 
children  are  young,  his  dominions  in  trouble.  His 
desire  is  to  live,  and  to  leave  bis  posterity,  in  quietness. 
The  frlory  of  God,  the  honour  of  both  their  Majesties, 
_  snd  the  good  of  these  countries,  with  the  stay  of  the 
'  iKion  of  Christian  blood,  and  divers  other  like  reasons, 

»  Am  to  pMoe." ' 
LUtos  epoke  Alexander,  like  an  honest  Christian  goiitle- 
|B,  avowing  the  most  equitable  and  pacific  dispositions 
Lthe  part  of  his  master  and  hiniKulf.  Yet  at  that 
Tnent  h©  knew  that  the  Armada  was  about  to  sail, 
t  hia  own  nights  and  days  were  paasod  in  active 
tarations  for  war,  and  that  no  eai*lhly  power  could 
ive  Philip  by  one  hair's-hreadth  from  his  purpose  to 
conquer  England  that  summer," 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  follow  the  Duke  or  the 
Doctor  through  their  long  dialogue  on  the  place  of  con- 
forenoe.  and  the  commissions.  Alexander  considered  it 
"  infamy  "  on  his  name  if  he  should  send  envoys  to  a 
place  of  hia  maator's  held  by  the  enemy,  He  was  also 
of  opinion  that  it  was  unfaeara  of  to  exhibit  commisBJonB 
provious  to  a  preliminary  colloquy. 

Both  propnsilionH  were  strenuously  contested  by  Eogers. 
la  r^ard  to  the  stcond  point  in  particular,  he  showed 
nphantly,  by  citations  from  the  "  I'olonians,  I'nia- 
4,  ftnd  Lithuanians,"  that  commissions  ought  to  he 
vionsly  exhibited.*  But  it  was  not  probable  that 
1  the  Doctor's  learning  and  logic  vcould  persuade 
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Alexander  to  produce  hU  oommissioti,  l>e(»Ufie,  uufonu- 
iiiiteiy,  he  had  no  conuaission  ti)  pniduue.  A  eoiufurlaWc 
iM^iiment  on  the  Bubjoct,  however,  would,  none  the  low, 

Three  honn  of  thia  work  brought  them,  exhausted  mi 
hnngry,  to  tlic  hour  of  noon  and  of  dinner.  Aleianddr, 
witli  profuse  and  Emiling  thankit  for  the  envoy's  pUin 
daaling  and  eloquonce,  assured  him  that  there  wonU 
have  been  peace  long  ago  "  had  Doctor  Rogers  ^nn 
been  the  instrument,"  and  regretted  that  he  was  hitmelf 
not  learned  enough  to  deal  creditably  with  Mm,  B* 
would,  however,  send  Richardot  to  bear  him  compaajit 
table,  end  chop  logic  uith  him  afterwardij. 

Next  daj,  ut  the  same  hour,  the  Duke  and  Doctor  bid 
another  eacuuntor.  So  soon  as  the  envoy  iDade  hi>  If- 
pearance.  lie  found  himself  "  embntccd  most  chotirfiil^ 
and  &miliarly  by  his  Alteza,"  who,  then  euteiing  ^ 
once  into  buaiuesa,  tuakod  as  to  the  Doctor's  ucw 
point.' 

The  Doctor  answered  with  great  alaerity. 

"  Certain  ezpressions  have  been  reported  to  bor  H** 
jesty,"  said  bo,  "as coming  both  from  yonrHigltuessUid 
from  Richardot,  hinting  at  a  possible  attempt  by  tlw 
King  of  Spain's  forces  against  the  Queen.  Her  M^a>l]'i 
gathering  that  you  ai«  going  about  belike  to  terrify  hn< 
commands  me  to  inform  you  very  dearly  and  veij  a*" 
pressly  tliat  she  does  not  deal  eo  weakly  in  her  ggveill' 
ment,  nor  so  improvidently,  but  that  she  is  provided  ft* 
anything  that  might  be  attempted  Against  her  bjrli' 
King,  and  as  able  to  offend  him  as  ho  hor  Slajcsty." ' 

Alexander — with  a  sad  conntcnance,  as  much  oHiradaL 
bis  eyes  declaring  misoontentment^— asked  who  had 
such  a  report 

'•  Upon  the  honour  of  a  gentlwnan,"  said  ho,  " 
ever  has  said  this  has  much  abiise<l  me,  and  evil  ucquitM^ 
himself.  They  who  know  mi'  best  are  uwiirn  that  il  ■*' 
not  my  manner  to  lot  any  word  iiasB  my  U[»  tliot 
offend  any  prince."  '/'hen,  speaking  most  solttaaly,  h* 
added,  "I  dBolaro  rtaUff  and  (ru/y  (which  twik  woriwlM 
Raid  in  Spanish),  that  /  hune  not  of  anj/  inlentioa  qf  tiH 
Jiing  of  Siniit  affniial  W  itajtay  or  her  rwbna,"  * 
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At  that  moment  the  oarth  did  not  open— year  of  por- 

Dte  though  it  waa— and  tho  Doctor.  '■  singulRrly  re- 
[oiciDg  "  Rt  this  authentic  infurmation  IVoiu  tlie  highest 
ionrce,  proceeded  cheerfully  wilh  the  conversfttion, 

'■  I  hold  myself,"  he  exclaimed,  "the  man  raort  satis- 
fied in  the  world,  because  I  may  now  write  lo  her  Majesty 
^t  I  have  heard  your  HigbnCES  upon  yonr  honour  use 
tfaese  words." 

Upon  my  hommr,  it  is  true,"  repeated  the  Duko; 

r  60  hononrubly  do  I  think  of  her  Majesty,  as  that, 

ttUtT  the  King,  my  master,  I  would  honour  and  Berve 

lier  before  any  prince  in  Chrisfendum."     He  added  many 

earuetit  assevorationa  of  similar  import. 

•'  I  do  not  deny,  however,"  continued  Alexander, 
■■  that  I  have  heard  of  certain  ships  having  been  armed 
by  the  King  against  that  Draak  " — be  pronounced  the 
"a"  in  Drake's  name  very  broadly,  or  Doriiri — "  who 
has  eommttted  so  many  outrages ;  but  I  repeat  that  I 
^ceRewi-A£(inJo/^iii<^ij![»i]^n  against  her  Majesty  or  against 
England." ' 

ITio  Duke  then  manifested  much  anxiety  to  know  by 
whom  he  had  been  so  misrepresented.  "  There  haa 
been  no  one  with  mo  but  Dr.  Dale,"  said  he,  "and  I 
marvel  that  ho  should  thus  wantonly  have  injured  mo." 

•'  Dr.  Dttlo,"  replied  Rogers,  '■  is  a  man  of  honour,  of 
good  years,  learned,  and  well  experienced  ;  but  porhapij 
Dt  nnTortunately  misupprehended  some  of  your  Alteza'e 
words,  and  thought  himself  bound  by  bis  allegiance 
strictly  to  I'eport  them  to  her  Blajesty." 

"  I  grieve  that  I  should  be  misrepresented  and  injured," 
(uiawerod  Famese,  "in  a  manner  so  important  to  my 
hunour.  NovertholoBs,  knowing  the  virtues  with  which 
Itor  Majesty  is  endued,  I  assure  myself  that  the  protes- 
tations I  am  now  milking  will  entirely  satisfy  her." 

He  then  expressed  the  fervent  hope  that  the  holy  work 
of  negotiation  now  commencing  would  result  in  a  renewal 
of  the  ancient  friendship  between  the  Houses  of  Bur- 
gundy and  of  Knglaud,  asserting  that  "  there  had  never 
uwD  so  fnvourablo  a  time  as  the  present." 

Under  former  governments  of  the  Netherlands  there 
lad  been  many  mistakes  and  misunderstandings. 

Duke  of  Alva,"  said  he,  "  has  learned  by  this 

■  Bcftn  lo  Uw  IJiiMB.  HS.  Lutidiol, 
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time,  before  the  judgment-seJit  of  God.  how  hu  i!i»- 
C'liarged  his  functional,  EUccoeding  as  he  did  my  molher. 
the  Duchess  of  Parma,  who  left  (he  Pro^Tnces  in  » 
flourishing  a,  condition.  Of  this,  however,  I  will  s*y  no 
more,  because  of  a  feud  between  the  Houses  of  Fomew 
iiud  of  Alva.  As  for  Hequesens.  he  was  a  good  felliiw, 
but  didn't  understand  his  business.  Don  Jotin  of  Auilrit 
again,  whose  soul  I  doubt  not  in  in  heaven,  wan  ^oiUE 
and  poor,  and  disappointed  in  all  his  designs ;  bui  Ow 
has  never  otforcd  so  great  a  hope  of  aesured  pe«ce  U 
might  now  be  accorapTieheJ  by  her  Majesty."  ' 

Finding  the  Duke  in  bo  fervent  andjavoumble  a  bUK 
of  mind,  the  envoy  renewed  his  demand  tU»t  at  l«Ml 
the /I'rat  meeting  of  the  commissioners  might  be  held  il 
Oslend. 

"  Her  Majesty  finds  herself  so  touched  in  honour  npc* 
this  point,  that  if  it  be  not  conceded — as  I  doubt  not  it 
will  be,  wcing  the  singular  forwardnoas  of  your  Hi^ 
ness  " — said  the  artful  Doctor  with  a  smile,'  "  wo  •» 
no  lees  than  commanded  to  return  to  her  Majcs^-'e  Jii»- 
sence." 

"  I  gent  Hichardot  to  you  yesterday,"  said  Alexnndtf: 
•'  did  he  not  content  you  ?  " 

"  Your  Highness,  no,"  replied  Rogers.  '■  Morwur^ 
her  Majesty  sent  me  to  your  Alteza,  aud  not  to  litehanlrt- 
And  the  matter  is  of  such  importance  that  1  pray  yoo  to 
add  to  ail  your  giaces  and  favours  heaped  tijiou  mo,  lb* 
one  of  sending  your  commissioners  to  Ustend." 

His  Highness  could  hold  out  uo  longer ;  but  BuddfnlT 
cntdiing  the  Doctor  in  his  arms,  and  hugging  hin  "'" 
most  honourable  and  amiable  manner,"  bo  cried*-'* 

"  Be  contenled,  be  cheerful,  my  lord  amboMiHg- 
You  shall  bo  satisfied  upon  this  point  also." 

"  And  never  did  envoy  depart."  cried  the  lord  •»*" 
baasador,  when  he  could  get  his  breath,  "  more  bom' 
to  you,  and  more  rosolute  to  speak  honour  of  your  Hi^ 
ness  than  1  do."  _ 

"  To-morrow  we  will  ride  t^^thor  towards  Broew. 
said  the  Duke,  in  conclusion.     "  I'ill  then  fnrewrlk' 

Upon  this  he  again  heartily  embraced  the  eiivojr,  (iM 
the  friends  parted  for  the  day. 
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>'ext  momiiig,  28th  March,  the  Doke,  who  wsa  on  hifl 
wav  to  ISmgea  and  Sluys  fo  look  after  hi«  g;tm-    bii„s 
buats,  itnii  othor  uaval  aud  militaj-j  prepara-    Ta^i  ' 
tions,  set  forth,  on  horseback,  accompanied  by      '*"" 
the  Marquis  del  Viisto,  and,  fur  purt  of  the  way,  by 

They  conversed  on  the  general  topics  of  the  approach- 
ing negotiations ;  the  Duke  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  treaty  of  peace  would  be  made  short  work  with,  for 
it  «nly  needed  to  renew  the  old  ones  between  the  Houses 
of  Sof^land  and  Burgundy.  As  for  tho  Hollanders  and 
Zeeluidera,  and  their  accomplicea,  he  thought  there 
would  be  no  cause  of  stay  on  their  account;  and,  in 
regnrd  to  the  cautionary  towns,  ho  felt  sure  that  her 
M^esty  hitd  never  had  any  intention  of  appropriating 
them  to  herself,  and  would  willingly  surrender  tJiem 
Ui  the  King. 

Uogers  thought  it  a  good  opportunity  to  put  in  k 
wunl  for  the  Dutchmen,  who  certainly  would  not  have 
thanked  him  for  his  afisistanoc  at  that  moment. 

"  Not  to  give  offence  to  your  JlighDeHS,"  he  said,  "  if 
the  ItollanJera  and  Zeelanders,  with  their  confederates, 
like  to  corao  into  this  treaty,  surely  your  Highness 
would  not  object  ? " 

Alexander,  who  had  been  riding  along  quietly  during 
this  conversation,  with  his  right  hand  on  his  hip,  now 
threw  out  his  arm  energetically. 

"  Let  them  come  into  it,  let  them  treat,  let  them  con- 
clude" '  he  exclaimed,  "  in  the  name  of  Almighty  God  ! 
1  have  always  been  well  disposed  to  peace,  and  am  now 
■nijre  so  than  ever.  1  oould  even,  with  the  loss  of  my 
life,  be  content  to  hare  peace  made  at  this  time." 

Xothing  more,  worthy  of  commemoration,  occurred 
during  this  concluding  interview ;  and  the  envoy  took 
hilt  leave  at  Bruges,  and  returned  to  Oslend.' 

1  have  furnished  the  reader  with  a  minute  account  of 
these  conversations,  drawn  entirely  from  the  original 
records,  not  so  much  because  the  interviews  were  in 
themselves  of  vital  importance,  but  because  they  afibrd 
a  lii-ing  aud  breathing  example — better  than  a  thousand 
homlliee — of  the  easy  viotoiy  which  diplomatic  or  royal 
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mendaoity  maj  always  obtain  over 
dulity. 

OOTUinly  never  was  euvoy  more  tlioronghly  btpiilei 
than  the  excoUeut  John  ujpon  this  occasitrn.  >Viwr 
than  a  serpent,  ea  ho  im^uod  himself  to  be,  aurf 
hatsaUaa  than  a,  dove,  ua  Alei^ander  found  him,  be  Cfflilil 
_. ;  sufficiently  congratulate  hlmaeLf  upon  the  trimnjili* 
I  6f  his  eloquonoe  and  his  adroitniiss; ;  and  despatrliri' 
i  most  glowing  accounts  of  his  proceedings  to  tht  Qticw 

Hia  ardour  was  somewhat  damped.  howeTW,  at  w- 
Ceiving  a  meBsage  from  htr  Majeaty  in  n-ply,  wUd 
was  anything  bat  benignant.  His  eloquence  was  cot 
commended ;  and  even  big  preamble,  witli  its  tonching 
olliision  to  the  live  mothers  tendering  their  oflaprin^ 
the  passage  ■which  had  brought  the  tears  into  Ihc  l«rg» 
eyes  of  Alexander — was  coldly  and  cnielly  censnnxl. 

"  Her  Majesty  can  in  no  sort  like  such  Kpeechee  "— « 
ran  tho  return-despatch — "  in  which  she  is  ninde  to  b« 
for  peace.  The  King  of  Spain  standelb  in  as  great  new 
of  peace  as  burself;  and  she  doth  gmatly  mislike  tb 
preamble  of  Dr.  Rogers  in  his  address  to  the  Dnke  *l 
Ghent,  finding  it,  I'n  very  Iriith,  r/uite  fin'il  and  min.  I  IB 
commanded  by  a  particnlar  letter  to  let  him  nnderRud 
how  much  her  Majesty  is  offended  with  him.'' ' 

Alexander,  on  his  part,  informed  his  royal  mstler  "^ 
.    these  interviews,  in  which  there  had  been  fo  mnch  uffi' 
sion  of  Kentimcnt,  in  very  brief  fashion. 

"  Dr.  Rogers,  one  of  the  tineen's  l'ommi^sioln«fs,  l* 
been  here,"  he  said,  "  urging  me  with  all  his  mi|fatW 
let  all  your  iifajesty'B  deputies  go,  if  only  for  nni>  hnnTi 
to  Ostcnd.  I  rotiiBed,  saying  I  would  rather  thcv  tJiuoI'l 
go  to  Kngland  than  into  a  city  of  j-our  Msjesly  )i«ld  b.'' 
English  troops.  I  told  him  it  ought  to  be  MAtisbclor}' 
that  I  had  offerttd  the  Queen,  as  a  larly,  hpr  ehon* 
of  any  place  in  tho  I'roviuces.  ur  im  neutral  gttjnD4 
Rogers  expressed  regret  for  all  lie  bluodhhcd  and  nlh" 
oonBequences  if  the  negotiations  should  fidl  ihnmgti  fin 
HO  trifling  a  cause :  the  more  sn  as  in  rvinm  for  lli>* 
little  oomplimont  to  tho  (^een  alie  would  not  onlyi* 
•tore  to  yonr  Majesity  everything  that  she  h'<lds  b  tl* 
Netherlands,  but  would  assist  you  to  recover  the  pui 
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Tvhich  reJiuJtifi  ubHtinale.'  To  quiet  him  and  to  consume 
time,  1  bikvo  promised  that  I'lehident  liicbardot  fchall  go 
and  try  to  satisfy  lliuiu.  Thut  lim  or  three  tanks  mnrt 
nSl  Ix  vuatvii.  But  at  lost  tlie  time  will  come  for  exhi- 
biting the  powers.  They  are  veiy  onxiouB  lo  Bee  mine ; 
and  when  at  last  they  find  I  hitve  none,  1  fear  that  they 
will  break  off  the  uegotiatioss." ' 

Could  the  Queen  have  been  informed  of  this  volun- 
tary oiler  oil  the  part  of  her  envoy  to  gi^■6  up  the  cau- 
tionary towns,  and  tu  asbiet  in  reducing  the  rebellion, 
«he  might  have  used  sttuDgcr  language  of  rebuke.  It  is 
qui  ta  r«issibl6.  however,  tlmt  I'ameBii— not  eo  attentively 
followin^r  the  Doctor'H  eloquence  as  be  hud  appeared  to 
do^had  somewhat  inaconrately  reported  the  conversa- 
tions, wbicb,  after  all,  ho  knew  to  be  of  no  conseqncnco 
whatever,  except  as  time-consumers,  i'or  Elizabeth, 
desirous  of  peace  a»  t-ha  was,  and  trusting  to  Fariiese's 
sincerity  as  she  was  dispoued  to  do,  was  more  sensitive 
than  ever  as  to  her  dignity. 

"  We  charge  you  all,"  she  wrote  with  her  own  hand 
to  the  commiHfiioners,  "  that  no  word  be  overslipt  by 
them,  that  may  touch  our  honour  and  greatness,  thai  be 
not  answered  with  good  elmrp  words.  1  ara  a  king  that 
will  be  ever  known  not  to  i'ear  any  but  God  "" 

It  would  have  been  better,  however,  had  the  Queen 
more  thoroughly  understood  that  tho  duy  for  scolding 
liod  quite  gone  by,  and  that  something  sharper  tliun  the 
sharpest  words  would  soon  be  wanted  to  protect  Eng- 
land and  heraelf  from  impending  doom.  For  there  wua 
'jl^iaething  almost  gigantic  in  the  frivolities  with  which 

^ka  and  months  of  such  precious  time  wore  now 
'.ered.  I'lenary  powen* — "  commiaion  bastantis- 
-~from  his  sovereign  had  been  announced  by 
ider  as  in  his  possession  :    although  the  reader 

•  seen  that  he  had  no  such  power  at  all.    The  mission 

~  ^ere  bad  quieted  the  envoys  at  Ustend  for  a  time, 
ley  waited  quietly  fur  the  visit  of  Hichordot  to 

tend,  into  which  the  promised  meeting  of  all  the 
ijpanibh    commissioners    in    that    city  had    dwindled. 

.us.    (Atchlvp  lie  filmanni^ 
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Meantime  tbore  was  an  exchange  of  Uie  most  frieadly 
ameaitieij  between  the  Engli)<h  and  iheir  inorUl  6i» 
mieii.  Hardly  a  day  passod  that  La  Motw.  or  Beotr. 
or  AremboTg,  did  not  send  Lnrd  Derby,  or  Cobhani,  nr 
Kobert  Cecil,  a  hare  or  a  pho.ifiiiDt.  or  «  cant  of  hawki.' 
and  they  in  return  sent  barrel  npon  barrel  of  Oalnnd 
oysters,  five  or  aii  hundred  at  a  tinia."  The  Ei^M 
men,  too,  liad  it  in  their  power  to  graiifv  Alcnndet 
himself  with  English  greyhounds,  for  whidi  he  had  ■ 
)t{>ocial  liking.  "  Yon  would  wonder."  wnjte  C«cil  lo 
his  father,  "  how  fond  he  is  of  English  dogs."'  Then 
was  al«o  much  good  preaching,  among  oUior  uccitp- 
lions,  at  Ostend.  "  My  Lord  of  Derby's  two  ohatilaiai,' 
aaid  Cecil,  "  have  soaaoned  this  town  better  with  wr 
mons  than  it  had  been  before  for  a  year's  space."*  ftrt 
all  thia  did  not  expedite  the  negotiations,  nor  did  ^ 
Dufee  manifest  so  much  anxiety  for  coUoqnies  a*  fix 
greyhounds.  So,  in  an  unlucky  honr  for  hiauMlC  ■>* 
other  "  fond  and  vain "  old  gentleman— James  CnA 
the  comptroller,  who  had  already  figured,  not  mncli  ^ 
his  credit,  in  the  oecret  negotiations  between  the  BrV' 
sels  and  English  oouria— betook  himself,  unanthun*^ 
and  alone,  to  the  Duke  at  Bruges.  Hero  he  hod  m  i»- 
torriew  very  similar  in  character  to  that  in  wliich  Jnl"' 
liters  had  been  indulged,  declared  to  l\truese  that  ll" 
Queen  was  most  aniioiii)  for  peace,  and  invited  hinlo 
send  a  secret  envoy  to  England,  who  would  ijullMBif 
have  ocular  demonstration  of  the  fact,  Crofl  reUnri 
as  triumphantly  as  the  excellent  Doctor  had  drA 
averring  that  there  was  no  doubt  as  to  the  bniDWli^ 
conclnsion  of  a  treaty.  His  grounds  of  beli«f  wer»  ••? 
similar  U)  those  npon  which  Kogers  had  fotnid*^  Vi 
fiiith.  "  Tis  a  weak  old  man  of  seventy."  mid  I^tW< 
'■  with  very  little  sagacity.  I  am  inclined  t<i  thtak  tW 
hia  colleagues  are  taking  him  in,  that  the>y  mar  ll* 
better  deceive  na.'  1  will  nee  that  they  do  nothof  o' 
the  kind."  But  the  movement  was  purely  ono  tt  ^ 
comptroller's  own  inspiration;  for  Sir  .buntva  had* 
singular  £icility  fur  getting  himself  inio  tnmbla,  and  f* 
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making  confusion.  Already,  when  be  bail  bocn  scarcely 
a  day  in  Oslend,  he  had  insulted  tlie  governor  of  the 

Elave,  Sir  Jobn  Conway,  had  given  Lim  tie  lie  in  the 
earing  of  many  of  his  own  Boldien,  hod  gone  about 
telling  all  the  world  that  he  had  expreus  authority  from 
her  Majesty  to  Bend  him  home  in  disgrace,  and  that  the 
Queen  had  called  him  a  fool,  and  quit*  unfit  for  his  post.' 
And  aa  if  this  had  not  been  misfiief-making  enough,  in 
additiiin  to  the  absurd  De  Loo  and  Bodmun  negotiations 
of  the  previous  year,  in  which  he  had  been  the  principal 
actor,  he  had  crowned  his  absurdities  by  this  secret  and 
officious  visit  to  Ghent.  'Hie  Queen,  naturally  very 
indignant  at  this  conduct,  reprehended  him  severely, 
and  ordered  him  back  to  Eneland,'  The  comptroller 
waa  wretched.  He  esprenited  Iiis  readineRS  to  obey  her 
commandu,  but  neverUieleas  implored  his  di'ead  botc- 
reign  tu  lake  merciful  consideration  of  the  manifold 
miafortimes,  ruin,  and  utter  nndoing,  which  thereby 
should  fail  upon  him  and  his  vmfortunate  family.  All 
thitt  he  protested  he  would  nothing  esteem  if  it  tended 
to  her  Majesty's  pleasure  or  service,  "  but  seeing  it 
shf>uld  elTectimte  nothing  but  to  bring  the  aged  carcase 
of  her  poor  vasKal  to  present  decay,  he  implored  com- 
passion upon  hie  hoary  hairs,  and  promised  to  repair  the 
error  of  his  former  prooeedings.  He  avowed  that  he 
would  not  have  ventured  to  disobey  for  a  mument  her 
orders  to  return,  bat  "  that  his  aged  anil  feeble  limlis 
did  not  retain  sufBcient  force,  without  present  death,  to 
comply  with  her  commandment." '  And  with  that  he 
look  to  his  bed,  and  remained  there  until  the  Queen 
waa  graciously  pleased  lo  grant  him  her  pardon. 

At  last,  early  in  May,  instead  of  the  visit  of  Richardot, 
there  was  a  preliminary  meeting  of  all  the  eommissioners 
in  (onta  on  the  sands,  within  a  cannon-shot  of  Ostend, 
and  between  that  place  and  Newport.  It  waa  a  showy 
and  ceremonious  interview,  in  which  no  business  was 
transacted.  The  commissioners  of  Fhilip  were  attended 
by  a  body  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  light  horse,  and  by 
throe  hundred  private  gentlemen  in  miignificent  costume. 

I  qilem   to   Dtiliy  tni  Cobhim,    ^    BiubIiIct's  luuiilwillliiB.  -  M»j,  16*9. 
|tl»a«.    (&F.OO11UB.)  uauistciud. 
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La  Motto  also  came  from  Newport  with  one  t 
Walloon  cavalrj'.  while  the  English  cuiumiss' 
thoir  part  were  escorted  fnim  Ostend  by  an 
array  of  Englieh  and  Dutch  troops."  As  the  teniwi] 
was  Spiinish,  the  dignity  of  the  King  was  Eupputed  M 
be  preserved  ;  and  Alexander,  who  had  pi-omised  Dt 
Rogfim  that  the  first  intorview  should  take  place  wilhil 
Ostend  itself,  thought  it  necessary  to  apologiae  lO  hi 
sovereign  for  so  nearly  keeping  his  word  as  to  send  th 
envoys  within  cannon-ehot  of  the  town.  "  The  Engliil 
commissioners,"  said  he,  "  begged  with  so  much  fiA 
mission  for  this  concession,  that  I  thought  it  as  wnll  H 
grant  it." ' 

The  Spanish  envoys  were  despatched  by  the  Diifce  4 
Parma,  well  provided  with  full  powerB  fur  himml^ 
which  wore  not  desired  by  the  Kngtish  goveniment,  bd 
unfurnished  with  a  commission  from  Philip,  wbicb  h 
been  pronounced  indiepeu sable.*  There  was  thenii 
much  prancing  of  cavaJry,  flourishing  of  trumpets,  a 
eating  of  oysters,  at  the  first  conference,  biit  not  o 
stroke  of  business.  As  the  English  envoys  had  di 
been  three  whole  months  in  Ostend,  and  as  this  was  tbt 
first  occasion  on  which  they  hEMl  been  brought  fux  » 
face  with  the  Spanish  oommissioacrB,  it  must  be  con- 
fessed that  the  tactics  of  Fameee  had  been  tuA»l»il^- 
Had  the  haste  in  the  dock-yards  of  Lisbon  and  Otiit 
been  at  all  equal  to  the  magnificent  p roc ra«li nation  ii' 
Ihe  council-chambers  of  Itruges  and  Ghent,  H«diH'^ 
Sidonia  might  already  have  been  in  the  Thuracs.  I 

But  although  little  ostensible  business  was  pcifuiiiwdt 
there  was  one  man  who  had  always  an  eye  to  hi«  wofa 
The  same  servant  in  plain  Hvcty,  who  had  acoompaDiri 
Secretary  Gamier  on  his  first  visit  to  the  Englbfa  oor 
tnissioners  at  Ostend,  had  now  come  thitheragain,  aooo 
{•anied  by  a  fellow-lackey.  While  the  compliments, 
dinner,  offered  in  the  name  of  the  absent  Fomom  to  IM 
Queen's  representalivos,  was  going  forwanl.  tfas  t 
menials  strayed  off  logetlier  to  tho  downs  for  the  p 
pose  of  rabbit-shooting.*  llio  one  of  thcui  wm  tho  K 
engineer  who  hod  already,  on  the  former  occnsioia,  tai 
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complete  Burvey  of  the  fortifications  of  Ost«nd ;  the 
her  was  no  less  a  pei-sonage  than  tho  Buke  of  Paixoa 
meelf.  The  pair  now  made  a  thorotigh  exammation 
■  the  town  and  its  neighbourhood,  and,  having  finished 
leir  reconnoitring,  made  the  best  of  their  way  back  to 
ruges.'  As  it  was  then  one  of  Alexander's  favourite 
tjects  to  reduce  the  city  erf  Ostend  at  the  earliest  pos- 
ble  moment,  it  must  be  allowed  that  this  prelirainaiy 
inference  was  not  eo  barren  to  himself  as  it  was  to  the 
munisai oners.  Philip,  when  informed  of  thiBmancenvre, 
Wf  naturally  gratified  at  such  masterly  duplicity, 
hile  he  gently  rehuted  his  nephew  for  exposing  his 
doable  life ;  and  certainly  it  would  have  been  an  in- 
brions  termination  to  the  Duke's  splendid  career  had 
B  been  hanged  as  a  spy  within  the  trenches  of  Ostend. 
^ith  the  other  details  of  this  first  diplomatic  colloquy 
hilip  was  delighted.  "  I  see  you  understand  me 
mronghly,"  he  said.  "  Keep  the  negotiation  alive  till 
ly  Armada  appears,  and  then  carry  out  my  determina- 
on.  and  replant  the  Catholic  religion  on  the  soil  of 
inglund." ' 

The  Queen  was  not  in  such  high  spirits.  She  was 
letng  her  temper  very  &st,  as  tihe  became  more  and 
lore  convinced  thAt  she  had  been  trifled  witli.  No 
(Twers  had  been  yet  exhibited,  no  permanent  place  of 
joference  fixed  upon,  and  the  cessation  of  arms  de- 
luded by  her  commissionera  for  England,  Spain,  and 
II  the  Netlierlands,  was  abholutely  refiised*  She  de- 
red  her  commissioners  to  inform  the  Duke  of  Farma 
lat  it  greatly  touched  his  honour — as  both  before  their 
'tming  and  afterwards  he  had  assured  her  that  he  had 
xiMJiian  boitantissima  from  his  sovereign — to  clear  himself 
t  once  from  the  imputation  of  insincerity.  "  Let  not 
!ie  Dnko  think,"  she  wrote  with  her  own  hand,  "  that 
rft  would  so  long  time  endure  these  many  frivolous  and 
oldndly  dealings,  but  that  we  desire  all  the  world  to 
now  our  desire  of  a  kingly  peace,  and  that  we  will 
Diluro  no  more  the  like,  nor  any,  but  will  return  you 
rom  yonr  charge, "  * 
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Ac-oonlingly^by  her  Majesty's  speci&l  command— ft. 
DhIo  made  another  visit  tu  linigea,  to  discover,  ouce  fc( 
all,  whether  there  was  a  commiswion  iwm  Philip  or  nut. 
and,  if  so,  to  see  it  with  bis  owu  eyea,  Ou  Uie  7l]i  M«y 
he  httd  an  interview  with  the  Duko,  After  IhankBi? 
,  hia  HigbneEs  for  the  hoiiourahlu  and  lilately 

Tj  *'*'     manner  in  which  the  conferences  had  Ixen 

iunu^irated    near    Ost«nd,    Dale    laid  rerj 

plainly  before  him  her  Majesty's  complaints  of  tlie  IM- 

giversat.iomi  and  equiTocalicns  coQcorniug  the  conuftit- 

sion,  which  had  now  lasted  three  months  long.' 

In  answer,  Alexander  made  n  complimeutary  i* 
i*angiie,  confining  himself  entirely  to  the  first  i»rt  <i 
the   envoy's  address,   and  assuring  him   '  •     >  -• 

eology,  thut 
before  the  world, 

loqny  between  the  plenipotentiaries  of  two  such  tiii|hl 
princes,  with  as  mueli  }iomp  as  the  oircumstancn  i 
time  and  place  wuuld  allow.  After  this  mipcrflooi 
rhetoric  had  been  poui'ed  forth,  ho  calmly  diamuwd  ll 
topic  which  Dr.  Dale  had  come  all  the  way  t 
Ostend  to  discuss,  by  carcl^sely  obsei  viug  that  Piw^A 
Richardot  would  confer  with  him  on  the  subject  <4  U 


"But,"  said  the  envoy,  "'tis  no  matter  of  ci 
or  dispute.     I  desire  simply  to  fcee  the  coumiin>ioa." 

"Kichaidot  and  Champagny  shall  deal  with  v»  I 
the  afternoon,"  repealed  Alexander ;  and,  wila  & 
reply,  the  Doctor  was  fiun  to  ho  contented,  ' 

Dale  then  nlludad  to  the  point  of  cessation  of  arau. 

•■  Although,"  Eftid  he,  "  tlio  Qnt-en  might  justly  te^iii 
that  the  cussutioik  should  bo  gcuerul  for  all  tlio  Kof 
dominion,  yet  in  order  not  to  stand  on  precipe  w  ' 
ahe  is  eonteut  that  it  should  extend  no  ftirtlior^u 
(he  towns  of  Flushing.  Urill,  Oetend,  and  ] 
Zoom." 

"  To  tliJH  ho  said  nothing,"  wrote  tho  envoy,  "m 
I  went  no  further." 

In  tlie  afternoon  Dnlc  hnd  conforeiico  with  ChanMp 
and  llii-hardot.    As  tiMuil.  tliampa^y  waa  bounaltf 

I  l>iJ<  u  lb>  l^irii,  ^  Mu;.  lUt.  (S.  F.  OOm  MIL) 
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and  foot  y>y  the  gout,  but  was  as  qnick-witted  and  dispu- 
tations HB  ever.  Again  Bale  made  an  earnest  Larangae, 
■'n.ving  satisfactorily — aa  if  any  proof  were  Qeceesary 
''  niich  a  point — lliat  a  commUBion  from  PLilip  ought 
bi>  produced,  and  that  a  commission  had  been  pro- 
linL'd,  over  and  over  again.' 
After  a  pause,  both  the  reprosentatiyea  of  Panna 
begnn  to  wrangle  with  the  envoy  in  very  insolent 
fatihion.  "  Riehanlot  is  always  their  mouthpiece,"' 
said  Dale ;  "  only  Chammgny  choppeth  in  at  every 
word,  and  would  do  so  likewise  in  ours  if  we  would 
saffcr  it."  ■ 

"  \V©  shall  never  have  done  with  these  impertinent 
demands,"  said  the  President.  "  You  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied with  the  Dnke's  promise  of  ratification  contained  in 
liis  coninaission.  We  confess  what  you  say  concerning 
iho  fomier  requisitions  and  promisea  to  be  true,  but 
when  will  you  have  done?  Huve  we  not  showed  it  to 
-Mr.  Croft,  <irie  of  your  own  colleaguea  ?  And  if  we  show 
it  you  now,  another  may  come  to-morrow,  and  bows 
thall  never  have  an  end." 

"  The  delays  come  from  yoursolvea,"  roundly  replied 
the  Englishman,  "for  you  refuse  to  do  what  in  reason 
And  law  you  are  bound  to  do.  And  the  more  demands 
the  more  mora  aiit  potius  culpa  in  you.  You,  of  all  men, 
liavB  least  cause  to  hold  sucli  language,  who  so  confi- 
dently and  even  disdainfully  answered  our  demand  foi' 
the  commission,  in  Mr.  Cecil's  presence,  and  promised 
'.<  ahow  a  perfect  one  at  the  very  first  meeting.  As  for 
-Mr.  Oomptmller  Croft,  he  came  hilher  without  the  com- 

■  .liiud  of  tier  Majesty  and  without  the  knowledge  of  his 

■  ■lleagues." 

llicluirdot  then  began  to  iusinuitte  that,  aa  Croft  had 
jtne  without  authority,  so— for  aught  they  could  tell— 
'night  Bale  also.  But  Champ^;ny  Itere  jntemtpted, 
■roteoted  tlmt  the  president  was  going  too  far,  and 
'•'gged  bim  to  show  the  commission  without  further 
'  n^umeiit.' 

V\Kni  this  Itichardot  polled  out  the  commission  from 
under  his  gown,  and  placed  it  in  Dr.  Dale's  hands!'  . 
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It  was  dated  ITth  April.  158B.  signed  and  tealiM  \>y 
the  King,  and  written  in  Freneli.  and  wae  to  the  effect. 
that  as  there  had  been  differences  between  her  M»ji»Pf 
and  hinuelf,  ns  her  Majesty  htul  xent  ambossiidure  intt 
the  Netherlands,  as  the  Duke  of  Parma  had  entertjd  in* 
treaty  with  her  Majeety,  therefore  the  King  authorisei ' 
the  Duke  to  appoint  commissioners  to  treat,  ooiidtidt, 
and  determine  all  controversies  (Uid  misunderstandings 
confirmed  any  such  appointment  already  made,  ni 
promised  to  ratify  all  that  might  be  done  by  Uxtmii 
the  pre  mi  see. ' 

Dr.  Dale  expressed  his  satisfaction  with  tho  tenorrf 
'  this  document,  and  begged  to  be  famished  with  a  caff 
of  it,  but  this  was  peremptorily  refused.'  Th«r»  «i 
then  a  long  conversation — ending,  as  usual,  in  nothing-" 
on  the  two  other  points,  the  place  for  the  confcTeuCTlt 
narael)',  and  the  oessation  of  amu. 

Next  morning  Dale,  in  taking  leave  of  tho  Dtika  J 
Panaa,  expressed  the  gratification  which  he  felt,  U 
which  her  Majesty  was  sure  to  feel  at  the  prodticliaB' 
the  commission.  It  was  now  proved,  said  the  wnj 
that  the  King  was  as  earnestly  in  favour  of  pMoe  M  B 
Duke  was  himself. 

Dale  then  returned,  well  satisfied,  to  Ostend.  ^_ 

In  truth  tho  commission  hnd  arrived  just  in  tM 
"  Had  I  not  received  it  soon  enoii^  to  prodnoe  it  then*' 
aaid  Alexander,  "  the  Queen  wonld  have  broken  offib 
negotiations.  So  I  onlered  Kichardot,  who  is  ip8> 
aware  of  your  Majesty's  secret  intentions,  from  wnid 
we  shall  not  swerve  one  jot,  to  show  it  priTBIsl^  ' 
Croft,  and  afterwards  to  Dr.  Dale,  but  without  al)o*~' 
a  copy  of  it  to  be  taken." ' 

"  You  have  done  very  well,"  repliml  Thilip,  * 
that  commission  is,  oti  no  account,  to  bt  lued,  vctftf' 
sliow.    You  know  my  mind  thoroughly."  • 
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three  monthfi  had  been  conKumeH,  and  nt  laet 
spouisable  preliminary  to  any  negoliution  liad. 
jatance,  bet*n  performed.  Full  powers  on  both 
id  been  eiliibited.  When  the  Queen  of  Englimd 
Earl  of  Derby  and  hie  colleagues  commission 
t  with  the  King's  envoye,  and  pledged  herself 
land  to  ratify  all  their  proceedings,  she  meant  to 
1  the  promise  ta  which  she  had  ofiixed  her  royal 
nd  Heal.  She  conld  not  know  that  the  BpaniHh 
h  was  deliberately  putting  Aw  name  to  a  lie,  and 
ng  in  seci'et  over  ihe  credulity  of  hia  English 
whn  was  willing  to  take  hib  word  and  his  bond, 
ertainty  the  Englitdi  were  no  match  for  sonthem 

Slizabeth  waa  now  more  impatient  than  ever  that 
HT  two  preliminaries  should  be  settled — the  place 
tences,  and  the  arroiHtice. 

plain  with  the  Duke,"  she  wrote  to  her  envoys, 
n  liave  tolemted  so  many  weeks  in  tarrying  a 

1,  that  I  will  never  endure  more  delays.     Let 

he  deals  with  a  prince  who  prizes  her  honour 
her  life.     Make  yourselves  such  as  stand  of 
fntaliona." ' 

»  words,  but  not  sharp  enough  to  prevent  a 
delay  of  a  month ;  for  it  was  not  till  the  ilth 
»t  the  commissioners  at  last  came  to-     tjunD, 

Bourboui^,*  that  "  miaerable  little      ""'■ 

ma  the  coafit    between   Ostend    and    Newport, 

which  Gamier  hod  warned  them.     And  now 

ample  opportunity  to  wrangle  at  fidl  lengtli 


tn>i.«l»I>«ainchvg< 

>  U  oiU  q«  (D  oU 

BUlbTll    H    Ol 

Willi.  It-w-eOprghlbllton 
hi  ■  cnnlnFy  Kue.  rrtrnlnf: 

April,  qoe  H 

Ik  onion  qu  tnja  -It  ca 

nrpllr  pnnlii.1- 

tDBflUUr  or341b  Apill. 

,"&c.    PhUlp 

Mini  w  ontD  jivcn,  wblct 

II.  to  Pun*.  13  M.r.  1 

««.    (Aniilta 

dB  eijQui«>,  MS.) 

qnllHka  Ml.  •Hpocht.ho 
po*t[BrUv!,.-nrn«ic«. 

m.^M.r.  IMS.    O-P 

OID«  MS.) 

ta*nb«a>,u  lo  BlimL  r 

t   P«»   to   PhUlp. 

J«»,   DM. 

*h>4l<iMr|>«r»wiUjiiJ 

(Atcb.  dc81iniiiH«,lia,) 

IMi  to  Wil- 

,t„gh«n.fj^,   IW. 

is,  p,  ofn« 

■rleikUi  uniiw  r  nxp'rw. 

MR)      CominLMloncn 

lo  Um    Qu«ii. 

374 


THE  UNITED  KETUKRLANTJS.         Cnii-.  XTUL 


»iti  tliB  next  preliminary,  the  ceasation  of  arms.  It  wmli 
he  biiperflnoiiB  to  follow  the  alt«rcalionB  step  by  rtc[^ 
for  nt-gotiations  there  were  none — and  it  is  only  for  tb 
sake  of  exUiliitiog  at  full  lengtli  the  iufumy  of  ili|ili>- 
maoy,  wheu  diplomacy  is  unaccompanied  by  honosn, 
that  we  are  hanging  up  this  series  of  p)ctiuf«  «t  lU. 
Those  bloodless  encounters  between  credulity  and  tmbij 
u]Kin  one  side,  and  gigaiitic  frund  on  the  othor.  nur 
those  very  sands  of  Newport,  and  in  eight  of  lb> 
Northern  Ocean,  where,  before  long,  the  nioet  terrilill 
battteH,  both  by  land  and  sea,  wliicli  tlie  age  hud  J*i 
witnessed,  were  to  occnr,  are  quite  as  full  of  inetrui-iian 
Hiid  moral  as  the  uost  sangiiioiiry  oonilials  ever  waged. 
At  last  the  comniissi oners  escbiiugL-d  copies  uf  iW 
respeetivo  powers.  After  four  montlis  of  waiting  •» 
p  B.,  wrangling,  ho  ranch  had  been  achieved — a  Aat 
•  Jii»'  of  commisiiions  and  a  selection  of  the  plac*  for 
"*"■  conference.  And  now  began  the  long  debU* 
about  the  cessation  of  anus.  The  EngliHfa  claimrd  U 
Hrmistice  for  the  whole  dominion  of  I'hilip  and  Rlin* 
Tieth  respectively,  during  tho  term  of  negotiation,  am 
for  twenty  days  after.  The  Spanish  would  gnuit  oalT 
a  temporary  truce,  tenninable  at  sis  days'  notice,  isi 
that  only  for  the  four  cautionary  towns  of  liallaod  hlU 
by  the  Queen,  Tlins  PhiUp  would  be  free  to  hitidl 
England  at  his  leiaiire  out  of  the  obedient  Netlierlu^ 
or  Spain.  This  vraa  inadmissible,  of  course,  bnt  a  Vttk' 
was  s[>ent  at  the  outlet  in  reducing  the  terms  tu  writiaf  I 
and  when  the  Duke's  propositions  were  at  htst  predtlM 
in  the  FrBHOh  tongue,  they  were  refuseil  by  the  Qnean^ 
commtHsiuners,  who  required  that  the  docuineots  At' 
be  in  Latin.  Qreat  wiis  the  triumph  of  i>r.  Dale,  wl 
Difter  another  interval,  he  found  liieir  Latin  full  uf  1 
b&risms  and  blunders,  at  which  a  scbooU-oy  would  bit 
blushed.'  I'ho  King's  commisaionere.  however.  wli3* 
halting  in  their  synt^a,  had  kepi  steadily  to  their  pen* 
"  You  promised  a  general  oensation  of  arms  •!  oof 

coming,"  said  .Dale,  at  a  conference  on  the  —  JnMi 
"and  now  ye  have  lingered  five  timi?s  twenty  daya.lD' 
nothing  done  at  all.     Tho  v^Mrld  may  see  the  dd>^ 
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Pome  of  yon  and  not  of  us,  and  (hat  ye  are  not  so  dp- 
siroUB  of  peace  as  ye  protend."  ' 

'•  But  as  for  your  invasion  of  England,"  stoutly  ob- 
serred  the  Earl  of  Dcuby,  ■'  ye  shall  find  it  Iwt  coming 
thither.  England  was  never  so  ready  in  any  former 
^e,  neither  by  sea  nor  by  land ;  but  vm  wonld  show 
yonr  i]nrca4iionableneGe  in  proposing  a  cessation  of  arms 
by  which  yo  would  >>ind  her  Slajcsty  to  forbear  touch- 
ing all  the  Low  Countries,  and  yet  leave  yonrsolves  at 
libertj-  to  invade  England."' 

UTiile  they  were  thus  disputing,  Secretary  Gamier 
mshed  into  the  room,  looking  very  ranch  fi-ightened, 
and  aiinoanced  that  Lord  Henry  Seymour's  fleet  of  thiily- 
two  ships  of  war  was  riding  off  Gravelines,  and  that  he 
had  sent  two  men  on  shore  who  wore  now  waiting  in  Uie 
antechamber. 

The  men  being  accordingly  admitted  handed  letters 
to  the  English  commisaionerB  from  Lord  Henry,  iii 
which  he  begged  to  be  informed  in  what  terras  tliey 
were  standing,  and  whether  they  needed  his  assistance 
or  conntenance  in  the  cause  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged. The  envoys  found  his  presence  very  "  comfort- 
able." as  it  showed  the  Spanish  commissioners  that  her 
Majttfty.  was  so  well  provided  as  to  make  »  cessation  of 
IwM  necessary  to  her  than  it  was  to  the  King. 
^tiy  iJierefore  sent  their  thanks  to  the  Txird  Admiral, 
~"  'og  him  to  cruise  for  a  time  off  Dunkirk  and  its 
iboDi'hood,  that  both  their  enemieH  and  their  friends 

_  it  have  A  sight  of  the  English  ships.' 

Great  was  the  panic  all  along  the  coast  at  this  unes- 
peoted  demonstration.  Tlie  King's  commissioners  got 
into  their  coaches,  and  drove  down  to  the  ooast  to  look 
at  the  fleet,  and — so  soon  as  they  appeared— were  re- 
ceived with  such  a  tliundering  cannonade  an  hour  long. 
hy  way  of  siduto,  as  to  convince  them,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  English  envoys,  that  the  Queen  had  no  cause  to  be 
"of  any  enemies  afloat  or  aaliore.' 

these  noisy  arguments  were  not  much  more 
iva  than  the  interchange  of  diplomatic  broadsides 
they  had  for  a  moraonl  superseded.    The  day  had 
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gone  by  for  blank  cartridges  and  empty  protocols.  Si- 
vertbeleas  Lord  Henry's  barmlees  thunder  was  answered. 
the  next  day,  by  a  "  Quintaplication  "  in  wor«  Lilin 
than  BTer,  presetted  to  Dr.  Dale  and  his  colleagnra  V 
Richardot  and  ChamuDgny,  on  the  subject  of  the  ur- 
mistice.  And  then  there  was  a  return  qnintiiplicatiiw. 
in  choice  Latin,  by  the  classic  Dale,  and  then  there  wii 
a  colloquy  on  the  quintuplication,  and  everything  tbit 
had  been  charged,  and  truly  charged,  by  the  Euglidi 
was  now  denied  by  the  King's  oonuniBeiunere ;  tlA 
Champagny— more  goufy  and  more  irascible  lliui  eW 
— "  chopped  in "  at  evejy  word  spoken  by  King' 
envoys  or  Queen's,  contradicted  everj'body,  repadiAW 
everything  said  or  done  by  Andrew  do  Loo,  or  «iy  nl 
the  other  secret  uegotiatore  during  the  past  year,  Jfr 
olared  that  there  never  had  been  a  general  oematioii  of 
arms  promised,  and  that,  at  any  rale,  times  were  now 
changed,  and  such  an  armistice  was  inadmi&aibte.'  Than 
the  Englieh  answered  with  equal  impatience,  and  i*- 
preached  the  King's  representatives  with  duplicity  «m 
want  of  failh,  and  censured  them  for  their  iinaeetnlf 
language,  and  begged  to  inform  Champagny  and  Bieh- 
ardot  tiat  they  had  not  then  to  deal  with  such  poiwM 
as  they  might  formerly  have  been  in  the  habit  m  tnit' 
ing  withal,  but  with  a  "  great  prince  who  did  justi^ 
the  honour  of  her  actions,"  oud  they  confuted  the  iwfr 
tiona  now  assumed  by  their  opponents  witJi  ofQcial  oocih 
ment«  and  former  statements  from  tliose  very  opponom' 
lips.  And  then,  after  all  this  diplomatic  aud  rliotaricil 
splutter,  the  high  comraissionere  recovered  their 
and  grew  more  polite,  and  Uio  King's  "envoy*  ei 
themitelves  in  a  mild,  merry  manner,"  for  the  rw 

of  their  speeches,  and  the  Quoeii's  envoys  accepted 

apolojpcB  witli  majestia  urbanity,  and  so  they  aepantM 
for  the  day  in  a  more  friendly  manner  than  they  hill 
done  the  day  before,' 

"  You  see  to  what  a  scholftr's  shift  wo   have 

I  for  want  of  rosolntiua,"  eaid  Valentino  Uil*- 
"  If  we  should  linger  here  until  there  «bonld  be  brofa* 
heads,  in  what  case  we  should  bo  God  knowetli.     FnrI 
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can  tniHt  (i'hampaguy  and  Richardut  no  farther  than  I 
can  sec  them." ' 

And  BO  the  whole  month  of  June  pnswd  by ;  the 
English  ccimmiseiouLTB  '•  leaving  no  atono  unturned  to 
get  a  quiet  cessation  of  arms  in  genera]  tcrme,"*  and 
being  constantly  foiled,  yet  perpetually  kept  in  hope 
HatX  tho  point  would  booh  be  carried.*  At  the  same 
time  the  signs  of  the  approaching  invasion  seemed  to 
thicken.  "  In  my  opinion,"  said  Dale,  "  as  Phormio 
^■oke  in  matters  of  wars,  it  were  very  requisite  tlmt  ray 
Lord  Harry  should  be  always  on  this  coast,  for  they 

~l  steal  out  from  hence  as  closely  as  they  can,  either 
a  with  the  Spanish  navy  or  to  land,  and  they  may 
Vrety  easily  scattered,  by  God's  grace."     And,  with 

I  hon^t  pride  of  a  protocol-maker,  he  added,  "  our 

italat«M  do    trouble    the  King's  commissioners   very 

bh.  and  do  bring  them  to  dopair,"  * 

^the  excellent  Doclor  had  not  oven  yet  discovered  that 

fe  King's  commissioners  were  delighted  with  his  pos- 

tolates  :  and  that  to  have  kept  them  postulating  thus  five 
months  in  Buccession,  while  naval  and  milltuiy  prepara- 
tions were  slowly  bringing  forth  a  great  event — which 
was  soon  to  strike  them  with  as  much  amazement  as  if 
the  moon  had  fallen  out  of  heaven^was  one  of  tho  most 
decisive  trimftphs  ever  achieved  by  Spanish  diplomacy. 
But  the  Doctor  thought  that  hiu  tt^c  had  driven  the 
King  of  Spain  to  despair. 

At  the  same  time  he  was  not  insensible  to  tho  merits 
of  another  and  more  peremptory  style  of  rhetoric.  "  I 
pray  you,"  said  he  to  Walsingham,  "let  ua  hear  some 
ui^uments  from  my  Lord  Harry  out  of  her  Majesty's 
navy  now  and  then.  I  think  £hey  will  do  more  good 
th»n  any  bolt  that  we  can  shoot  here.  If  they  be  met  with 
ftt  their  going  out,  there  is  no  possibility  for  them  to  make 
aoy  resistance,  having  so  few  men  that  can  abide  the  sea ; 
for  tlie  rest,  as  you  know,  must  be  sea-sick  at  first."  * 

But  the  envoys  were  completely  puzzled.  Even  at 
the  beginning  of  July,  Sir  James  Croft  vras 


quit* 
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vinced  of  the  innoccneo  of  Iho  Ring  and  the  Duke,'  but 
Croft  was  in  his  dotage.  As  ftir  Dale,  he  oecaaioiully 
opeued  hie  ejcs  and  his  enre,  but  more  L-oiumonly  kept 
them,  woll  dosed  to  the  significance  of  passing  cTctitt. 
nnd  consoled  himself  with  his  prot^icols  and  his  olaaiM. 
and  the  purity  of  his  own  Latin. 

"  'Tia  a  very  wise  saying  of  Terence,''  said  he,  "inn- 
niVnu  nobis,  iit  rts  dant  sese,  ila  magni  aut  hutniltii  gunM, 
AVhen  the  King's  comnuHsioneK  hear  of  the  Kiiic'snivy 
from  Spain,  they  aru  in  such  jollity  that  they  ta\k  lixtd. 
.  .  .  .  In  the  mean  time — as  the  wife  uf  Itatli  tsiUiU) 
Chaucer  by  her  hasband,  w©  owe  thL<m  iiot  a  word.  U 
we  should  die  ttJ-morrow,  I  hope  her  MnjcKty  wiH  find 
by  our  writings  that  the  honour  of  tlio  canse.in  tfc*' 
opinion  of  the  world,  mast  be  with  her  MajuslT.  «Dd 
that  her  commissionore  are  neither  of  such  impiMUOtiDi) 
in  their  reasons  or  so  barbarous  in  langnago,  uSllteyrbu 
fail  not,  almost  in  every  line,  of  some  barbarUra  ttoi  f> 
he  bomo  in  a  grammar-ficbool,  although  in  subtlcnc** 
and  impudent  affirming  of  untruths  and  denying  <^ 
truths,  her  commissioners  are  not  in  any  respect  tu 
match  with  Chanipagny  and  Eichardot,  who  aro  dix*"» 
iu  that  faculty."  ' 

It  might  perhaps  prove  a  matter  of  iDdifferoDCa  I* 
Elizabeth  and  to  Lngland.  when  tlie  QnecQ  should  b«* 
state-prisoner  in  Spain,  and  the  Inquintion  quietly 
establisliMl  in  her  kingdum.  whctther  tlic  world  iJnaU 
admit  or  not,  in  case  of  his  decease,  the  stiperioriQ'  vl 
Vr.  Dale's  logic  and  Latin  to  those  of  his  anlagftiuA 
And  oven  if  mankind  conceded  the  best  of  tJi«  urgimi*!' 
1o  the  English  diplomatists,  that  diplomacy  might  aetOI 
Wurtliless  wliich  could  be  blind  to  the  colossai  fnhieb»«ri' 
growing  daily  before  ifca  eyes.     Had  th<  ■    ■- 
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lieen  able  to  read  tho  secret  corroBpcmdence  between 
farma  and  his  niaater — as  we  have  had  the  opportunity' 
of  dciing — they  would  certainly  not  have  left  their 
homes  in  February,  to  be  made  foots  of  until  July,  bnt 
would,  on  their  knees,  have  implored  their  royal  niistrees 
to  awake  from  her  fatal  delusion  before  it  should  be  too 
kte.  Even  without  that  advantage,  it  seems  incredible 
that  they  should  have  been  unable  to  pierce  thivugh  tho 
ntmosphere  of  duplicity  which  surrounded  them,  and  to 
ithtain  one  clear  glimpse  of  the  destruction  so  steadily 
ailTancing  upon  England. 

For  thti  famous  bull  of  Sistua  V.  had  now  been  fulmi- 
nated. Elizabeth  bud  been  again  denounced  as  a  bastard 
nnd  usutper.  and  hor  kingdom  had  been  Koiemnly  con- 
farrud  ujidu  Philip,  with  title  of  defender  of  thu  f 'hristian 
faith,  to  have  and  to  hold  as  tributary  and  feudatory  of 
Home.  Tlie  so-called  Queen  had  usurped  the  crown 
contrary  to  the  ancient  treaties  between  tho  apostolic 
stool  and  the  kingdom  of  England,  which  country,  on 
ile  reconciliation  with  the  liead  of  the  church  after  the 
death  of  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  had  recognlBed  tho 
BBceBBity  of  the  Pope's  consent  in  the  succession  to  its 
throne  ;  she  bad  deserved  chastisement  for  the  terrible 
lortnrea  inflicted  by  her  upon  English  Catholics  and 
God's  own  saints  ;  and  it  was  declared  aii  act  of  virtue, 
tu  be  repaid  with  plenary  indulgence  and  forgiveness  of 
ail  sin»,  ta  lay  violent  bands  on  the  usurper,  and  deliver 
her  into  the  bunds  of  tho  Catholio  party.  And  of  tJiu 
holy  league  against  the  usurper,  J'lulip  was  appointed 
ihe  head,  and  Alexander  of  Parma  chief  commander. 
This  document  was  published  in  large  numbera  in  Ant- 
werp in  the  English  tongue,' 

The  pamphlet  of  Dr.  Allen,  just  named  Cardinal,  was 
also  translated  in  the  same  city,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Ihike  of  Parma,  in  order  to  be  distributed  through- 
out England  on  the  arrival  in  that  kingdom  of  the 
Catholic  troops.'  The  well-known  '  Admoniiion  to  the 
\obility  and  People  of  England  and  Ireland  '  accnsed 
the  Queeu  of  every  crime  and  vice  which  can  pollute 
humanity,  and  was  filled  with  foul  details  unfit  for  tlio 
mblic  eye  in  these  more  decent  days.* 
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So  HOon  as  the  intelligence  of  these  publicatiiiiia 
reached  Knglund,  the  Queen  ordered  her  ccimmiBsioiWTt 
at  BDurbourg  to  take  inelant  cognizance  of  them,  and 
to  ohtfiin  a  categorical  esptauation  oa  the  snbject  &niii 
Alexander  himeelfi  as  if  as  explanation  were  po«ibl^ 
as  if  the  designs  of  SixtiiR,  I'hilip,  and  Alexander  ceiil J 
any  longer  be  doubted,  and  as  if  the  Duke  were  more 
likely  now  Ihan  before  to  make  a  succinct  tjtalement  of 
them  for  the  benefit  of  her  Majesty. 

"  Having  discovered,"  wrote  Elinibetlt  on  the  fltl 
July  (N.S.),  "that  this  treaty  of  peace  is  enteitwn*^ 
only  to  abuse  ns,  aud  being  many  ways  given  Ut  iindH' 
stand  that  the  preparations  which  have  so  long  bK^ 
making  and  which  now  are  cunaum  mated,  both  in  SpMB 
and  the  Low  Coimtries,  are  purposely  to  be  eniployrf 
against  ub  and  our  country ;  finding  tliat,  fur  tne  tiff- 
tberance  of  these  esploiU,  there  is  ready  to  be  publiskrf 
a  vile,  slanderous,  and  blasphemous  book,  coDtainisg  ' 
many  lies  as  lines,  entitled  '  An  Admonition.'  Ao»  •!» 
contrived  by  a  lewd'bom  subject  of  vuro,  now  bocd* 
on  arrant  traitor,  named  Dr.  Allen,  lately  mado  a  (■'* 
din^  at  Rome ;  as  also  a  bull  of  the  Pope,  whereof  "* 
8end  you  a  copy,  both  very  lately  brought  into  tlww 
liow  Oountriea,  the  one  whereof  is  already  printed  •' 
Antwerp  iu  a  great  multitude,  in  the  English  tango*' 
and  the  other  ordered  to  be  printed,  only  to  stir  up  o*" 
subjects,  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Ood  and  their  tSf" 
giance,  to  join  with  such  foreign  purposes  as  are  prepaw 
against  us  and  our  rcahn,  to  come  out  of  tliosA  I^* 
Countries  and  out  of  Spain  ;  and  as  it  apjKwra  by  1''^ 
said  hull  that  the  Duke  of  Parma  is  esprt»sly  nain^ 
and  chosen  by  the  Pope  and  the  King  of  Sjxun  tv  l* 
principal  executioner  of  these  intended  enteqiriaes,  ** 
cannot  think  it  honourable  for  iw  to  continue  longer  ti' 
treaty  of  |)caee  with  them  that,  under  colour  of  O*^- 
nmi  iliemselves  with  all  the  power  they  can  to  a  Www 

Accordingly  the  Queen  commanded  Dr.  Dale,  w  <** 
<•{  tlie  cummisaionors,  to  proceed  forthw 
iu  order  to  obtain  explanations  as  t''  ^ 
cootjuest  of  her  realm,  and  as  to  his 
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cation  of  the  bull  and  pamphlet,  and  to  "  require  htm, 
AS  he  would  be  accounted  a  prince  of  honour,  to  let  her 
plulnly  understand  what  ehe  might  think  thereof."  The 
envoy  waa  to  assure  him  that  the  Queen  wonld  trust 
implicitly  to  bis  statement,  to  adjure  him  to  declare  the 
truth,  and,  in  case  be  avowed  the  publications  and  the 
belligerent  intentions  sUKpeot«d,  to  demand  instant  safe- 
conduct  to  England  for  her  commissionera,  who  wonld, 
of  course,  instantly  leave  the  Netherlanda.  On  the  other 
liand,  if  the  Duke  disavowed  those  infamous  documents, 
lia  was  to  be  requested  to  punish  the  printers,  and  have 
the  books  burned  by  the  hangman.' 

Dr.  Ihle,  although  euSering  &um  cholic,  was  obliged 
to  set  forth  at  once  upon  what  he  felt  would  be  a  boot- 
less journey.  At  hie  return — which  was  upon  the  22nd 
r,f  Jail/  (N.S.) — the  shrewd  old  gentioman  had  nearly 
arrived  at  the  opinion  that  lier  Majesty  might  as  well 
break  off  the  negotiations.  He  had  a  "  comfortlesB 
voyage  and  a  ticklish  message  :''*  found  all  along  the 
road  signs  of  an  approaching  enterprise,  difficult  to  be 
mistaken;  reported  10, OUO  veteran  SponiardB,  to  which 
force  Stanley's  regiment  was  united ;  6000  Italians, 
3D00  Germims,  all  with  pikes,  corselets,  and  slash-swords 
complete  ;  besides  10,000  Walloons.  The  transports  for 
the  cavalry  at  Gravelingen  he  did  not  see,  nor  was  he 
much  impressed  with  what  he  heard  m  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  naval  preparations  at  Newport,  lie  was  informed 
that  the  Duke  was  about  making  a  foot-pilgrimage  from 
Brussels  to  Oui  Lady  of  Halle,  to  implore  victory  for 
his  baimerp,  and  had  daily  evidence  of  the  soldiers'  ex- 
jtectation  to  invade  and  to  "devour  England."'  All 
this  had  not  tended  to  cure  him  of  the  low  spii-its  with 
whieh  he  began  the  journey.  Nevertheless,  although 
he  was  unable — as  will  be  seen — to  report  on  entirely 
witiafiiotoiy  answer  fi'om  Fameeo  to  the  Queen  upon  the 
momentous  questions  entrusted  to  htm,  he.  at  least, 
_-4bonght  of  a  choice  passage  in  '  The  £neid,'  so  very 
~  it  to  the  circumstances,  as  almost  to  console  him  for  the 

L  QqND  la   OiiiuinlttI<ini!n,    ^-™'.  (S.  P.  (Met  MR.) 
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"  pongs  of  his  cliulic  "  and  tlia  benors  of  the  approocb- 
ing  invasion. 

"  I  have  written  two  or  three  verses  out  of  Vij^l  tjf 
the  Queen  to  read,"  said  he,  "  whiuh  I  pmy  your  Lord- 
ship to  present  tinto  her.  God  gravl  her  to  vfigh  than.  If 
your  Lordship  do  read  the  whole  discouree  of  Viigil  m 
that  place,  it  uiiU  tmkt  your  heart  mdt.  Observe  the  report 
of  tJie  anibas§Adora  that  Mrere  eent  to  D)oru<.<deE  Ui  mtks 
war  against  the  Trojans,  for  the  old  hatred  that  he.  bdog 
a  Grociau,  did  hear  unto  them ;  and  uoto  the  ajtfvst  li 
DiotnedeH  disBuading  them  from  entering  into  war  with 
the  Trojans,  the  perplexity  of  the  king,  the  miserit*  of 
the  country,  the  reasons  of  Dnuices  that  spake  apioit 
them  which  would  have  war,  the  violent  pereiiasioB*  rf 
Tumua  to  war  :  and  iiot«,  I  pray  you,  one  wurd.  ■  n«  f 
uUim  violentia  fraagaV '  What  a  lecture  could  I  m*^ 
with  Mr.  Cecil  upon  that  passage  in  Virgil  !"* 

The  most  important  point  for  the  reader  to  renuiik  <> 
the  date  of  this  tetter.  It  was  received  in  the  reiy  hd 
days  of  the  tnoiiih  of  July.  Lot  him  ohserve — ns  ho  "i" 
soon  have  occasion  to  do — the  events  which  were  <X- 
onrring  on  land  and  Bt'a  exactly  at  the  moment  whW 
this  classic  despatch  reached  its  destioiitiun,  and  ju^ 
whether  the  hearts  of  the  Queen  and  LonI  Bnr^blcf 
would  be  then  quite  at  leismti  to  welt  at  tlie  sorru** 
of  the  Trojan  war.  Perhaps  tlie  doings  of  Drako  aai 
Howard,  Medina  Sidonia,  and  Kioaldo,  would  be  piMMng 
as  much  on  their  attention  as  the  eloquence  of  Ilii>m«df 
or  the  wrath  of  Tumns,  Yet  il  may  be  doubted  wlittlwi 
the  reports  of  these  Grecian  envoys  might  not,  in  mtb. 
be  almost  as  much  to  the  nurpciso  us  th«  despatchcv  sf  | 
the  diplomatic  pedant,  with  his  Virgil  and  his  choli«<' 
into  whose  hands  prave  matters  of  peace  and  if^ 
were  entrusted  in  what  seemed  the  day  of  Kngland'' 
doom. 

"  W  hat  n  lecture  I  could  make  with  Mr.  Cecil  on  —' 
subject  I"  An  English  aiubasstidur,  at  the  conH  (^ 
Philip  II. 's  viceroy,  could  indulge  hltuself  in  ituagiiuif 
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IteloQtiunB  on  the  j^ni^id,  in  the  last  days  of  July  of 

'    year  of  our  Lord  1 588 1 

c  Itoctor,  however — to  do  hitn  juHtico — had  put  the 
'lUuttiuQB  categorically  to  his  HighneBS,  aa  he  bad  been 
"tetnieted  to  do.     He  wciit  to  Bruges  8o  mye-   , 
'<;riou»ly.  ihat  no  living  man  that  side  the  sea,  u  ■''"^■ 
►;ive  Lord  Derby  and  Lord  Cobhfttu,  knew  the      '***' 
i^iuie  of  his  jomniey.'     Poor  puzzling  James  Croft,  in 
Iiuticiilar,  was  muvt^d  aliuost  tu  tt^rs,  by  being  kept  out 

'if  the  BccreL'  On  iho  -  July,  Dale  had  audience  of 
■lie  I)uke  at  Bnigcs.  After  a  few  conuuonplaces,  be  was 
'iivited  by  the  Duke  to  stutu  wliat  special  purpose  had 
brought  him  tu  Bruges. 

"  There  ie  a  book  printed  at  Antwerp,"  said  Dale, 
"and  set  forth  by  u  fugitive  from  England,  who  calletb 
liiniiH>lf  a  cardinal.'" 

Upon  thia  the  Duke  began  diligently  to  listen. 

"  This  book,"  resumed  Dale,  "is  an  Admonition  to  the 
tiobility  and  people  of  England  and  Ireland  touching 

I  lie  execution  of  the  sentence  of  the  Pope  against  the 
'.iiieon,  wliich  tbo  King  Catholic  hath  entrusted  to  your 

I I  i^bncss  aachief  of  the  enterprise.  Hiero  is  also  a  bull 
t  the  I'ope  declaring  my  sovereign  miatrees  illegitimate 

■  rjil  an  usurper,  with  other  matters  too  odious  for  any 
jiiince  or  gentleman  to  name  or  hear.  In  this  bull  the 
Pope  saiih  that  bo  hatb  deidt  with  tbo  Most  Catholie 
King  to  employ  all  the  means  in  his  power  to  the  depri' 
-.Tittuii  and  deposition  of  my  sovereign,  and  doth  charge 
(i-  r  aiibjecta  to  ashist  the  army  appointed  by  the  King 
I  .ilholio  for  that  purpose,  under  the  conduct  of  your 
IligbiieRs.  Therefore  Her  Majesty  would  be  satisfied 
:  oui  your  Highness  in  that  point,  and  will  take  satis- 
:  Liiion  of  none  other;  not  doubting  but  that  as  you  are 
,  prince  of  word  and  credit,  yon  will  deal  plainly  with 
iiijr  Majesty.  Whatsoever  it  may  be,  her  Majesty  will 
iiut  take  it  amiss  against  your  llighneas,  soehc  may  only 
bo  infomiod  by  you  of  the  truth.  Wherefore  I  do  require 
you  to  satisfy  tlie  Queen."' 

■•  I  am  glad,"  replied  the  Duke,  "  that  her  Majesty 
iiid  her  eommisidoners  do  take  in  good  part  my  good- 
u  ill  Inwards  them.    1  am  especially  touched  by  ihe  good 

>  0»lc  ID  DorBlili^y.  us.  lul  HUb).         '  lUi.         '  lUid.         •  UiU. 
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opinion  her  MajeBty  bslb  of  my  sincerity,  which  IshcwH 
be  glad  always  to  maintain.  As  to  the  hiiok  to  ttiicti 
yon  refer,  I  have  never  read  it  nor  seen  it,  nor  do  I  t»ie 
heed  of  it.  It  may  well  be  that  her  Majesty,  wlium  it 
concemeth,  ehoiild  take  notice  of  it ;  but  for  my  port  I 
have  nought  to  do  with  it,  nor  can  I  prevent  men  from 
writing  or  printing  at  their  pleasure.  I  ain  at  the  ccnn- 
mandnientof  ray  master  only."  ' 

As  Alexander  made  no  reference  Ui  the  Pope's  bull. 
Dr.  Dale  observed,  that  if  a  war  had  been,  of  pnrptM. 
undertaken  at  the  inutanco  of  the  Pope,  all  this  iwo>- 
tialion  had  been  in  vain,  and  her  Majesty  would  »> 
obliged  to  withdmw  her  comniisaioners,  not  donhtiiif 
that  they  would  receive  safe-conduct,  as  occasion  JunU 
require. 

"  Yen,  God  forbid  else,"  replied  Ale^iander ;  "  auA 
further,  /  hnoie  nothing  of  any  bull  of  tlie  Pope,  nor  do  1 
care  for  any,  nor  do  1  undertake  anything  for  him.  But 
as  for  any  mi f understanding  (null  cntendu)  between  KJ 
master  and  her  Majesty,  I  must,  as  a  soldier,  not  nl  1M' 
oommaud  of  my  sovereign.  For  my  part.  1  have  blaijr* 
had  such  respect  for  her  Majesty,  being  so  nubic  a  Qhmh. 
aa  that  I  would  never  hearken  to  anything  that  might  i 
be  reproachful  to  her.  Afier  my  mastt'r,  I  would  ilui 
most  to  serve  your  Queen,  and  1  hope  ahe  will  take  W 
word  for  her  satisfaction  on  that  point.  And  for  aW** 
ing  of  bloodshed  and  the  burning  of  houses  and  nA> 
other  calamities  as  do  follow  the  wars,  I  have  bMBftJ 
petitioner  to  my  sovereign  that  all  things  mi^  fc«l 
ended  quietly  by  a  peace,  lliat  is  a  thing,  howatw,") 
added  the  Ihike,  "  which  you  have  more  cauao  b 
than  we,  for  if  the  King,  my  master,  iJiould  lom  » 
he  would  he  able  to  recover  it  wtll  enough,  n 
harm  to  himself,  being  far  enough  off  in  8p«in,  whSt^ 
if  the  battle  be  lost  on  your  side,  you  may  lose  IntigdM 
and  nil."' 

"  iiy  God's  sufferance."  rejoined  the  Diwtor,  "k« 
Majesty  is  not  without  means  to  defend  her  crown,  tW 
bkth  descended  to  her  from  so  long  a  suwewfion  (J  (o^ 
cestore.  Moreover  your  Highness  know-a  vary 
that  one  battle  cannot  conijiier  a  kingdom 
00  lintiy." 
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Wall,"  said  the  Ihike,  "  that  is  in  God's  hand." 

t  is,"  Buid  the  Doctor. 
But  moke  an  end  of  it,"  continued  Alexander  quietly ; 
"  and  if  yoii  have  anything  to  put  into  writing,  you  wilt 
do  me  a  pluanure  by  sending  it  to  me."  ' 

Dr.  Vulbntiue  Dale  vm  not  the  man  to  rei^iet  tbo 
teraptAlion  to  make  a  protocol,  and  promised  one  for  the 
next  day. 

"  I  am  charged  only  to  give  your  Tlighnosa  satisiao- 
tioo,"  he  said,  "  aa  to  hor  Majesty's  ainoere  intentions, 
which  have  already  been  puhlii^iod  to  the  world  in 
Hnglish,  French,  and  Italian,  in  the  hope  that  you  may 
also  aatidj'  the  Queen  upon  this  other  point.  I  am  but 
one  of  her  commissioners,  and  could  not  deal  without 
my  coUeugOes.  I  crave  leave  to  depart  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, and  with  safe-convoy,  oa  I  had  in  coming." 

After  the  envoy  had  taken  leave,  the  Duke  summoned 
Andrea  de  Loo,  and  related  to  him  the  conversation 
which  had  taken  place.  He  then,  in  the  presence  of 
lh»t  pcraunage,  again  declared,  upuu  his  honour  and  with 
very  constant  affirmations,  that  he  had  never  seen  nor 
Jktrrl  of  t/ie  book^-the  '  Admonition  '  by  Cardinal  Allen — 
and  tjhat  hu  knew  nothing  of  any  bull,  and  had  no 
regard  tij  it.' 

The  plausible  Andrew  aecorapanied  the  Doctor  to  hia 
lodgings,  protesting  all  the  way  of  bis  own  and  his 
master's  sincerity,  and  of  their  unequivocal  intentions 
to  conclude  a  peace.  The  nest  day  the  Doctor,  by 
agreomeut,  brought  a  most  able  protoctd  of  demands  in 
the  name  of  all  the  commiBsiooci-s  of  her  Majesty ; ' 
"  hinh  able  protocol  the  Duke  did  not  at  that  moment 
null,  which  he  assuredly  never  read  subsequently, 
^iiid  which  no  human  soul  ever  read  afterwards.  Lot 
tlio  dust  lio  upon  it,  and  upon  all  the  vast  heap  of  pr<J- 
luaols  raixud  mountains  high  during  the  spring  and 
«auinier  of  1588. 

"Ilr.  Dale  has  Ijeen  with  mo  two  or  three  times," 
caid  Panna,  in  giving  his  account  of  these  interviews  to 
Ilulip.  "  I  don't  know  why  he  came,  but  I  think  he 
wished  to  make  it  appear,  by  coming  to  Binges,/ that 
the  niptriro.  when  it  occurs,  was  caused  by  us,  not  by 
llie   English.     He   has  been  cuuiplaiiiing  ot  Ca.Ti\iia\ 

'  toi-  K,  BurgMrf.    itS  iMI  died.  '  ibl4.  '  WA. 
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Allen's  book,  and  I  told  him  th&t  I  didn't  nuAentuiJ 
a  word  of  EDgliah,  and  know  nothing  whatever  cpf  the 
matter," ' 

It  luM  been  already  seen  that  the  Dnke  had  dwl>r(^> 
on  his  word  of  honour,  that  he  had  nevur  hoard  of  Iht 
&moiu  pamphlet.  Yet  at  that  very  moment  lettcn  wcie 
lying  in  hie  cabinet,  received  more  than  a  furtni^ 
before  from  Philip,  in  -which  that  monaroh  tAoM 
Aiescaiuier  Jar  fuvinff  had  ilie  CardtnaTu  hook  traiuiblii  ^ 
Antuierp!'"  Certaiiily  few  English  dipluiaatista  COoU 
he  a  match  for  a  HighneBS  so  liberal  of  his  word  d 
hononr. 

But  even  Dr.  Dale  had  at  last  convJneod  himirff— 
even  althouj^h  the  Duke  knew  nothing  of  trail  ff 
pamphlot^—that  mischief  was  brewing  against  Ekigkltd- 
The  aagacions  man,  having  seen  lat^  bodies  of  ^MniUJ* 
aud  WalloooB  making  snch  demon Et rations  of  ugntitf 
to  be  led  »gain8t  his  countrj-,  and  "  profenios  !!**■ 
openly  as  if  they  were  going  to  a  fair  or  market,  i^* 
even  Alexander  himself  could  "  uo  more  htdu  it  An 
did  Henry  VIII.  when  he  went  to  Iloulogno,"*  ttM 
not  help  suspecting  something  amiss. 

His  colleague,  however.  Comptroller  Croft,  wm  ioB» 
judicious,  for  he  valued  himaelf  on  taking  a  aaai. 
temperate,  and  conciliatory  view  of  affairti.  He  wif  Bit 
the  man  to  offend  a  magnanimous  noighbonr— '■'O 
meant  nothing  unfriendly — by  regarding  liis  iiiaii(>a*ni 
with  BuperfluoUB  suspicion.  So  this  envoy  wrott  h 
Lord  Burghley  on  the  2iid  Augwit  (N.S.)— let  tbo  ntif 
mark  the  date— that,  "  although  n  great  doubt  had  bHI 
conceived  as  to  the  King'a  sincerity,  .  .  ,  »  J* 
that  discretiim  and  txperience  induced  him^tho  onvof™ 
think,  that  henides  the  reverent  opinion  to  h«  had  i^  ft 
oaths,  and  the  general  incommooity  which  will  eui 
the  contrary,  God  had  Bo  balanced  prineva'  powi 
that  ago,  lis  they  rather  iletin  to  aisure  thtmfelrti  ath 
than  with  danger  to  iaeaiie  their  nw^A/'ouni."* 

PorliapH  the  mariners  of  England  — of  fW  wrfk 
exohanging  hroadiiideci  off  the  coaiit  of  Devon  and  Dl 
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th  tbo  Spanisli  Artnada,  and  doing  (heir  liest  to  pro- 
1  their  native  land  from  the  most  liorrible  calamity 
iilIi  had  ever  impended  over  it — had  arriveil  at  a  less 
"erent  opinion  of  princes'  oaths  ;  and  it  was  well  for 
igland  in  that  supreme  hour  that  there  were  such 
m  as  Howard  and  Drake,  and  Winter  and  Frobiaher, 
3  a  whole  people  with  hearts  of  oak  to  defend  her, 
lih;  bungling  diplomatista  and  credulous  dolardswere 
in;^  their  best  to  imperil  her  oxisttnco. 
iiut  it  is  necessary— in  order  to  obtain  a  complete 
;lure  of  that  famous  year  158S,  nnd  to  understand  the 
isea  from  which  such  great  events  were  epringiiig^ 

cast  a  glance  at  the  internal  politics  of  the  States 
«t  involved  in  Philip's  meshes. 

Certainly,  if  tJiere  had  ever  been  a  time  whe^  the 
w  commonwealth  of  the  Netherlands  should  be  both 
ited  in  itself  an  I  on  thoroughly  friendly  tcmiB  with 
Igland,  it  was  exactly  that  epoch  of  which  we  are 
lating.  There  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the 
signs  of  Spain  against  England  were  hostile,  and 
ainst  Holland  revengeful.  Tt  was  at  least  po»iibIe 
»t  Philip  meant  to  undertake  the  conquest  of  England, 
d  to  ondertako  it  as  a  etepping-Btone  to  the  conquest 
Holland.  Both  the  kingdom  and  the  republic  should 
ve  been  alert,  armed,  fidl  of  suspicion  towards  the 
mmon  foe,  full  of  confidence  in  each  other,  What 
ciBire  blows  might  have  been  struck  gainst  Parma 

the  Ketherlands,  when  his  troops  were  starving, 
ikly,  and  mutinous,  if  the  Hollanders  and  Englishmen 
d  been  united  under  one  chieftain,  and  thoroughly 
nvinced  of  the  impossibility  of  peace !  Could  the 
iglisb  and  Ihitch  statesmen  of  that  day  have  read  all 
e  secrets  of  their  great  enemy's  heart,  as  it  is  our  pri- 
l«ge  at  this  hour  to  do,  they  would  have  known  that 

sudden  and  deadly  strokes  lay  their  beiit  chance  of 
Ivation.  But,  without  that  advantage,  there  wore 
an  whose  sagacity  told  them  that  it  was  the  hour  for 
leds  and  not  for  dreams.  For  to  Leicester  and  ^Val- 
ughurn,  aa  well  as  to  I'aul  Buys  and  Banieveld,  peace 
iui  Spain  seemed  an  idle  vision.  It  was  unfortunate 
at  they  were  overruled  by  Queon  Elizabeth  and 
arghley,  who  still  clung  to  tJiat  delusion*,  U  vaai^\ 
unt  d'laaetrova  that  the  iutngues  of  Lieicee^^QT  Wd^  &>nvb 
a  G  'i 
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SO  much  to  paralyze  the  republic ;  it  was  slmoet  &bd 
tliat  hia  departure,  without  laying  down  Ma  antboritf, 
had  given  the  signal  for  oivil  war. 

During  the  winter,  spring,  and  summer  of  1588,wliita 
I  flie  Duke— in  the  face  of  might)-  obetiiclea— wu  slo«lj 
I  proceeding  with  hift  preparatiotut  in  Flimders,  tn  co- 
operate with  the  armttments  from  Spain,  it  wovlil  hftvt 
been  possible  by  a  combined  moTement  to  deatiuy  lui 
whole  plan,  to  liberate  all  the  Netherlands,  nnd  to  aTtrti 
by  one  great  efibrt,  the  min  impending  over  Englilld- 
Instead  of  such  vigorous  action,  it  was  thought  wiser  t« 
send  oommisHionera,  to  make  protocols,  to  ask  for  uni» 
tices,  to  give  profiisoly  to  the  enemy  that  which  he  «** 
most  in  need  of — time.  Meanwhile  the  IloUunden  oni 
English  could  quarrel  comfortably  amcing  IbemMNu, 
and  the  little  republic,  for  want  of  a  legal  head,  conM 
come  as  near  as  possible  to  its  dissclutioii. 

Young  Maurice— deep    thinker  for    his  yean  nt 

peremptory  in  action — was  not  the  man  to  see  hi*  gml 

I  &thcr  s  life-work  annihilated  before  his  eyee,  wo  ]eti$9 

I  lie  had  an  arm  and  brain  of  his  otvii.     lie  accepted  m 

I.  position  at  the  head  of  the  government  of  Holuad  ui' 

I   Zoeland,  and  as  chief  of  the  war-psrty.     TUp  coimeil  it 

I  state,  mainly  composed  of  Leicester's  oreKturc*.  wlrt» 

P'  commissions  would  soon  eipire  by  their  ovm  liuiitatiuBi 

could  offer  but  a  feeble  resistance  to  suob  detttnuis*^ 

individuals   as   Maurice,   Buys,   and   Bamoveld.    Tl* 

Eirty  made  rapid  progress.  On  the  other  hand,  th> 
nglish  Loicestriaus  did  their  liest  to  foment  diacM^  ^ 
the  Provinces.  Sunoy  was  snstainod  in  his  reboUioB^ 
North  Holland,  not  only  by  the  Em-l's  pEOtiaaQs,  bmbf 
Elizabelb  herself.  Her  rebukes  to  Ktauricc,  wi« 
Maurice  was  pursuing  the  only  course  which  tewtn 
to  him  consistent  with  honour  and  sound  policy,  "in 
sharper  than  a  sword.  Well  might  DnploMJti  Momsy 
observe,  that  the  common  wealth  had  been  nthei 
strangled  thiin  eiabmced  by  the  E»glitJi  Queen.  Sonoj, 
in  the  name  of  Leicester,  took  aims  against  >lAiiriw  aw 
the  Stales ;  Maurice  marched  against  him  ;  and  U'' 
^ViUuug^l^y.  commander-in-chief  of  ihe  English  faro* 
was  anxious  to  march  against  Maurice.      Il  «m  ' 

Seotttcle  to  ma,V.QMA%e\B'«iKY<^^^<'f  EiigltahiDm  i™.^ 
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moment  when  Philip  and  Parma  were  bonding  all  their 
euergies  to  crush  England  and  Holland  at  once. 

Indeed,  the  interregnum  between  the  departure  of 
Leicester  and  his  abdication  was  diligently  employed  by 
his  more  reckless  partizans  to  defeat  and  destroy  the 
authority  of  the  States.  By  prolonging  the  inter%-al,  it 
was  hoped  that  no  government  would  be  poseible  except 
rlip  arbitmry  rule  of  the  Earl,  or  of  a  sncceBsor  with 
-  niilar  views  ;  for  a  republic^— a  free  commonwealth — 

IS  thought  an  absurdity.  To  entrust  supreme  power 
■i  I  advocates,  merchants,  and  mechanics,  seemed  as  hope- 
loss  as  it  was  vulgar.  Willoughby,  much  devoted  to 
Leicester  and  much  detesting  Bamevcld,  had  smull 
■cmple  in  fanning  the  flames  of  discord. 

There  was  open  mutiny  against  the  States  by  the 
garrison  of  Gertniydenberg,  and  Willoughby's  brother- 
in-law,  Captain  Wingfield,  commanded  in  Gertruyden- 
I^erg.  ITiere  were  rebellious  demonstrations  in  Natmlen, 
md  Willoughby  went  to  Naarden.  The  garrison  was 
.  I  riublesome,  but  most  of  the  magistrates  were  firm. 
'■'1  Willoughby  supped  with  the  burgomasters,  and  found 
'iii\t  Paul  Buys  had  been  setting  the  people  agaiuKt 
4jiteen  Elizabeth,  LeiceBt«r,  and  the  whole  English 
tuition,  making  tliem  all  odious.  Colonel  Dorp  said 
MMtnly  that  it  was  a  shame  for  the  country  to  refuse 
tFivir  own  naturaldwrn  Count  for  strangers.  He  swore 
that  he  would  sing  his  song  whoso  broad  he  had  eaten-' 
A  "  fat  militia  captain"  of  the  place,  one  Soyssons,  on 
the  other  hand,  privately  informed  Willoughby  that 
Manrice  and  Banieveld  were  treating  underhand  vrith 
r^jiain.  Willoughby  was  inclined  tj>  believe  the  calumny, 
iiiit  feared  thai  his  corpulent  iriend  would  lose  his  head 
i'-iT  reporting  it.  Meantime  the  English  commander  did 
Ills  best  to  strenglheu  the  English  party  in  their  rebel- 
lion against  the  iStates. 

"  But  how  if  they  make  war  upon  ua?"  asked  the 
T,eioc**riiinfl. 

"  It  is  vety  likely,"  replied  Willoughby,  "  that  if  they 
nse  violence  you  will  have  her  Majesty's  asaifitauce,  and 
then  you  who  continue  constant  to  the  end  will  be 
IV  warded    accordingly.      Moreover,    who    would 


390  THE  UNITED  KETHEULA.VDS.         CaiP-XTlIT. 

rather  bo  a  horse-keeper  to  her  WajoBty  lliaa  a  wjibin 
to  Bameveld  or  Buys?"' 

When  at  last  the  reBignation  of  Leicester — presenlen 
to  the  States  by  Killigrew  on  the  aist  March* — m«wJ 
to  prnmise  compojutive  repose  to  the  republic,  ll» 
■vexation  of  the  Leicestrians  was  intenBe.  Their  uffot» 
to  effect  a  dissolution  of  the  government  had  Iwsen  iMt- 
dercd  unEucceBsful,  when  Buccess  eeemed  ivithin  tbeir 
grasp,  "  Albeit  what  is  once  executed  cannot  bo  pw- 
vented,"  said  Captain  Cliampemonn,  "  yet  'ti»  thoi^ 
certain  that,  if  the  roBignation  of  Lord  Leicester's  WO- 
taission  had  been  deferred  yet  some  Utile  tJnue,  lite  whul* 
country  and  towna  would  have  so  revolted  and  tnntiiuMl 
against  the  govemnient  and  authorily  of  the  8tat<«,U 
that  they  should  have  had  uo  more  credit  given  thont  b? 
the  people  than  pleased  her  Majesiy.  Most  pait  of  tw 
people  could  see— in  coDsei^ucnce  of  the  troablE6,di^ 
content,  mutiny  of  garrisons,  and  the  like,  that  it  *" 
most  neceBsary  for  the  good  success  of  their  affain  ih* 
the  power  of  the  States  should  be  abolished,  and  tbe 
whole  government  of  his  Excellency  erected.  As  tliW 
matters  were  husSy  wirting  into  the  Ukelibaud  of  aaam  ffd 
effect,  came  the  rtaiqtiation  of  his  Excellency's  comnuw^ 
and  authority,  wliich  so  dashed  tlie  proceedings  a(  % 
as  Unit  all  people  and  uummuodors  well  affected  nst" 
her  Majesty  and  my  Lord  of  Leicester  are  utterly  d* 
oonraged.  The  States,  with  their  adherents,  befcw 
they  had  my  Lord's  resignation,  were  much  perplei«i 
what  course  to  take,  but  now  begin  to  hoist  their  W<^ 
The  excellent  Leicestrian  entertained  hopes,  howeW. 
that  mutiny  and  intrigue  might  still  cany  the  AkJ-    H' 
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d  seen  the  fat  militiamaa  of  Naarden  and  other  cap- 
oa,  and  hoped  much  mischief  from  their  schemes. 
The  chief  mutiueers  of  Geitmydeaberg,"  he  said, 
uaj  be  wrought  to  seud  unto  the  States,  that,  if  they 

not  procure  theia  some  English  governor,  they  will 
mpound  with  the  enomy,  whermn  tht  States  thall  be 
icen  to  request  her  Majesty  to  accept  the  place,  them- 
Ives  ent«rtttiniag  the  ganiaon.  1  know  certain  cap- 
its  discoDtenled  with  the  States  fur  arrears  of  pay, 
lo  will  contrive  to  get  into  Naardeu  with  their  companies, 
.th  the  Slates'  consent,  who,  once  entered,  will  keep 
0  place  for  their  Batistaction,  pay  their  soldiers  out  of 
e  ci)ntril'atJons  of  the  conntiy,  and  yet  secretly  hold 
u  plaoe  at  her  Majesty's  conuiiand."  ' 
This  ia  not  an  agreeable  picture  ;  yet  it  is  hut  one  out 

many  examples  of  tlie  intrigues  by  which  Leicester 
d  his  party  were  doing  their  best  to  doatroy  the 
mmonwealth  of  the  Netherlands  at  a  moment  when 
\  existence  was  most  important  to  that  of  England. 
To  foment  mutiny  in  omer  to  subvert  the  authority  of 
aurice,  was  not  a  friendly  or  honourable  course  of 
don  either  towards  Holland  or  England;  and  it  was 

play  into  the  hands  of  Philip  as  adroitly  as  his  own 
pcndiaries  could  have  done.* 

With  mischief-niakers  like  Champomonn  in  every 
Ly,  and  with  mieh  diplomatists  at  Outtud  ns  Croft  and 
igers  and  Valentino  Dale,  was  it  wonderful  that  the 
Lng  and  the  Duke  of  Parma  found  time  to  mature  their 
ims  fur  ihe  destruction  of  both  countries? 
Lord  Willuughby,  too,  was  extremely  dissatisfied 
ith  his  own  position.  He  received  no  eonimisHion 
>m  the  Queen  for  several  months.  When  it  at  last 
ached  him,  it  deemed  inadequate,  and  he  became  more 
lieu  than  over.  He  declared  that  he  would  rather 
rve  the  Queeu  as  a  private  soldier,  at  his  own  expense 
■"  lean  as  his  purse  was  "^than  accept  the  limited 
ithority  conferred  on  him.  lie  preferred  to  show  Ilia 
ivotion  "  in  a  beggarly  state,  than  in  a  formal  show." 
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He  considered  it  beneatli  her  &(aje6tj''B  dignior  tW 
lie  eli<^-uld  act  in  tho  field  under  the  StAte*>.  bat  ^ 
instnictiona  forbade  hia  acceptance  of  any  office  ftwn 
that  body  bnt  that  of  general  in  their  service.  Bo  wu< 
rery  discontented,  and  more  ansions  than  ever  to  be  lid 
of  his  functions.  Without  being  extremt-ly  ambiHoiH. 
be  was  impatient  of  control.  He  desired  not  "n  largv* 
shaped  coat,"  bnt  one  that  fitted  bim  better.  "  1  wi»li 
to  shape  my  garment  hotnely,  after  my  cloth,"  lie  mUt, 
"  that  the  better  of  my  parish  may  not  be  minled  in" 
my  sumptuousncBf).  I  would  live  quietly,  witbovt 
great  Doise,  my  poor  roof  low  and  near  tho  groaud,  in* 
uubject  to  be  overblown  with  unlooked-for  etonus,wbiW 
the  sun  seems  moat  shining."  ' 

Being  the  deadly  ememy  of  the  Stafos  and  tifaf 
leaders,  it  was  a  matterof  course  that  bo  ahunld  lie  Utter 
against  Maurice.  That  young  Prince,  bold,  ent«Tpri>ili& 
and  determined  as  he  was,  did  not  ostensibly  moUla 
with  political  affairs  more  than  liecame  hJs  ymn ;  b>t 
he  accepted  the  connselti  of  the  able  statesmen  in  wbcria 
his  fiither  had  trusted.  Ridtog.  himting,  and  hawku^ 
seemed  to  be  bis  chiif  delight  at  the  Hague,  Jnlk* 
intervals  of  military  occupations.  He  rarely  raada  bi> 
appearance  in  the  slate-cotmcil  during  the  winltv,  tai 
referred  public  matters  to  the  StateB-flenoml.  Ui  tbe 
States  of  Holland,  to  Darneveld,  Buys,  and  Uuttutlo' 
Superficial  observers  like  George  Gilpin  regarded  k>* 
as  a  cipher ;  others,  like  Robert  Cecil,  thought  him  n 
unmannerly  sohoolbny  ;  but  Willoughby,  although  em- 
eideriug  him  insolent  and  conceitotl,  could  not  deny  b< 
ability.  Tho  peace-partisans  among  the  bni^her»-i 
very  small  faction— were  furious  against  him.  fut  ^ 
knew  that  Maurice  of  Nassau  represented  war.  Thiflf 
accused  of  deep  designs  against  tho  liberties  of  tkeir 
country  the  youth  who  was  ever  ready  to  risk  hU  lifci* 
their  defence.  A  burgomaster  fmrn  Friuslund,  who  hi 
come  Hcrosa  the  Zuyder  Zee  to  intrigue  aKiiinst  the  tittU* 
party,  was  full  of  spleen  at  being  uLliged  to  ilsiKO 
atteudiince  for  a  long  time  at  the  Hague.  He  eOBr 
plained  that  Count  Maurice,  green  of  years,  ami  booooW 
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by  greener  ctransellors,  was  meditating  the  dieeolntion 
of  the  state-council,  the  appointment  of  a  new  beaid 
from  his  own  cieatureB,  the  overthrow  of  all  other 
anthority,  and  the  assniuption  of  the  sovereignty  of 
Hollaud  and  Zeeland,  with  absolute  jtower.  "  And 
when  this  is  done,"  said  the  nieliil  biii^master,  "  he 
and  his  turbulent  fellows  may  make  what  terms  they 
like  with  Spain,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Queen  and 
of  tis  poor  wretches."  ' 

But  there  was  nothing  farther  from  the  thoughts  of 
the  turbulent  fellows  than  anj'  negotiations  with  Spain. 
Maurice  was  ambitious  enough,  perhaps,  but  his  ambi- 
tion ran  in  no  such  direction.  AVilloughby  knew  better, 
uid  thought  that  by  humouring  the  petulant  young  man 
it  might  be  possible  to  manage  him. 

"  Maurice  is  young,"  be  said.  "  hot-headed,  coveting 
honour.  If  we  do  but  look  at  him  through  our  foigers, 
vrithont  much  words,  but  with  providence  enough, 
baiting  his  hook  a  little  to  bis  appetite,  there  is  no 
doubt  but  he  might  be  caught  and  kept  in  a  fish-pool, 
white  in  his  imagination  ho  may  judge  it  a  sea.  If  not, 
'tis  likely  he  will  make  na  fish  in  troubled  waters."' 

Maurice  was  hardly  the  fish  for  a  mill-pond  even  at 
that  epoch,  and  it  might  one  day  be  Been  whether  or  not 
he  could  float  in  the  groat  ocean  of  events.  Meanwhile, 
he  swam  his  course  without  superfluous  gambols  or 
epoutings. 

Tho  commander  of  her  Majesty's  forces  was  not  satis- 
fied with  the  Slates,  nor  their  generals,  nor  their  poli- 
ticians. '•  Affairs  are  going  a  mato  m  pfjiis,"  ha  said. 
*•  They  embrace  their  libeily  as  apes  their  young.  To 
this  end  are  Counts  Hollock  and  Slaurice  set  upon  the 
stage  to  entertain  tho  popular  sort.  Her  Majesty  and 
my  Lord  of  Leicester  are  not  forgotten.  The  f'onnts  are 
in  Holland,  especially  Hollock,  for  the  other  is  but  the 
cipher.  And  yet  I  can  assure  you  Maitrke  hath  idt  and 
i^ril  too  much  for  Aii  timt." ' 

Ah  tlie  troubles  of  the  interregnum  increased  Wil- 
loughby  was  more  dissatistiod  than  ever  with  the 
miserable  condition  of  the  Provinces,  but  chose  to  ascribe 
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it  to  die  macMnatioiifi  of  the  States'  party,  rather  t] 
the  ambiguous  conduct  of  Leicester,  "  Theae  evila."!*. 
said,  "  are  especially  derived  fnmi  the  childiah  amtntkia 
of  Uie  young  Coimt  Maurice,  from  the  covetous  aod 
furious  couuBcls  of  the  proud  Eollauderfi,  now  ohief  of 
the  States-General,  aud,  if  with  pardon  it  may  be  aid, 
from  our  slackness  H,ud  coldness  to  entertain  our  fiieiulat 
The  provident  and  wiser  sort— weighing  what  a  situler 
grouud  the  appetite  of  a  young  man  is.  unfiimiEhed  with, 
the  einewa  of  war  to  manage  so  great  a  cau«!— Ibr 
good  apace  after  my  Lord  of  Leiceuter's  dopartnrh 
gave  hiin  lar  looking  on,  to  see  him  play  his  part  on  tht 
stage." ' 

Willoughby's  spleen  caused  him  to  mix  his  metaphun 
more  recklessly  than  strict  taate  would  warrant,  but  fail 
violent  expressions  painted  the  relative  ^ituatioD  of 
parties  more  vividly  than  could  he  done  by  a  cabn  Hf 
quieition.  Maurice  thus  playing  his  part  upon  ill* 
Ktage — as  the  geaerul  proceeded  to  obeervo — "wii* 
Rldttiiih  horse,  becoming  by  little  and  little  annrcd  tf 
what  he  had  feared,  and  perceiving  the  harmlcMW* 
thereof;  while  his  companions,  finding  no  soliity  (^ 
ueutratity  in  eo  great  practices,  and  no  overturning  Bit 
barricado  to  stop  his  rash  wildod  oJiariot,  folkwed 
without  fear ;  and  when  some  of  tho  firet  had  pasted  the 
bog,  the  rest,  as  the  fashion  is,  never  started  afi«r.  Th« 
variable  democracy,  embracingnovelty,  begun  tu^ppUw 
their  prosperity  ;  the  base  and  lewdest  sorts  of  roen,^ 
whom  there  is  nothing  more  agreeable  than  changa  ^ 
estates,  us  a  bettor  monture  tu  degrees  than  their  nwili 
took  present  hold  thereof.  Hereby  I'an!  Kuysv  BWW- 
veld,  and  divers  others,  who  were  bofore  mantled  "i" 
a  tolerable  affection,  though  seasimed  with  a  potMVw 
intention,  caught  the  occasion,  and  nuulu  thcmselvM  tfat 
Beelzebubaof  all  these  mischiefs,  and,  for  want  vflNtUr 
iingcls,  spared  not  to  let  fly  our  golden- wingod  oaM  ■■■ 
the  name  of  guilders,  to  ]irepare  the  hearts  and  btix> 
tliat  hold  mouey  more  dearer  than  honesty,  uf  wbKB 
sort,  the  country  troubles  and  the  Spuiiisli  ptMti<^ 
having  suckled  up  many,  they  found  eitough  lo  f^ 
tlieir  purj)ose.     As  llie  breach  in  safely  salbible  whf 
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DO  defence  is  mado,  so  tbej,  finding  no  head,  but  those 
scattered  amis  that  were  disuvowed,  drew  the  sword 
with  Peter,  and  gave  pardon  with  the  Pope,  as  you  shidl 
]ilainly  perceive  by  the  proceedings  at  Horn.  Thus 
their  force,  fair  words,  or  oomiptiou,  prevailing  averj-- 
where,  it  grew  to  this  conolumon — that  the  worst  were 
encouraged  with  their  good  enccess,  ajid  the  host  sort 
aeeured  of  no  fortune  or  favour."  ' 

Oat  of  all  this  hubbub  of  stAge-actors,  skittish  horses, 
raah  wilded  chaidots,  bogs,  Beelzebubs,  and  golden- 
winged  angels,  one  truth  was  distinctly  audible ;  that 
lieelzebnb,  in  the  shape  of  Bameveld,  had  been  getting 
the  upper  hand  in  the  Netherlands,  and  that  the  Lei- 
Restnans  were  at  a.  disadvantage.  In  truth  those  par- 
tisona  were  buconiiiig  estremely  impatient.  Finding 
theniitelves  deserted  by  their  great  protector,  they 
naturally  turned  their  eyes  towardn  Spain,  and  were 
now  threatening  to  sell  themselves  to  Philip.  ITie  Earl, 
at  Ills  deimrturo,  hiid  given  them  privately  much  encon- 
ragemeiit.  But  month  after  month  had  passed  by  while 
ihey  were  waiting  in  vain  for  comfort.  At  last  the 
"  bent" — that  is  to  say,  the  unhappy  Leicestrians— came 
to  VVilluughby,  asking  his  advice  in  their  "declining 
and  dosTierate  cause." 

"Well  nigh  a  month  longer,"  said  that  general,  "I 
nourished  them  with  compliments,  and  assured  them 
tJiat  my  Lord  of  Leicester  would  take  care  of  them."  = 
The  diet  was  not  fattening.  So  the_\'  began  to  grumble 
more  loudly  than  over,  and  con^hiined  with  great 
Httemess  of  the  miserable  condition  in  which  they  had 
b«eu  left  by  the  Earl,  and  expressed  their  fears  lest  the 
Qneen  likewise  meant  to  abandon  them.  They  protested 
thitt  their  poverty,  their  powerful  foes,  and  their  alow 
friends,  would  compel  them  either  to  make  their  peace 
with  the  States'  party,  or  "  compoimd  with  the  enemy." 

it  woidd  have  seemed  that  real  patriots,  under  such 
circmustances,  would  hardly  hesitate  in  their  choice, 
and  would  sooner  accept  the  dominion  of  '■  Beelzebub," 
or  even  Pant  Buys,  than  that  of  Philip  II.  But  the 
Leicestrians  of  Utrecht  and  Fricsland— patriots  us  they 
were — hated  Holland  worse  than  they  bated  the  Inqni- 
W'illoughby  encouraged  them  in  that  luitred. 
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He  Bsmireil  them  of  her  Majesty's  Rffectiim  for  them, 
complained  of  tho  factious  procoudings  of  tfao  Statec,  vul 
alluded  to  the  unfnvoiirable  state  of  the  ivcath(<r,  wh 
reason  why — near  four  months  long^they  had  ttil 
received  the  comfort  ont  of  Englftnd  which  they  hiui  i 
right  to  expect  He  assured  them  that  neither  tho 
Queen  nor  Leicester,  wotild  conclude  this  honrntrsbte 
action,  w4ierein  much  had  been  hazarded,  "  so  rawly  tnd 
trt^cally "  as  they  seemed  to  fear,  and  witm«d  tfaMh 
that,  "if  they  did  join  with  Holland,  it  would  neltlirt 
ease  nor  help  them,  but  draw  them  into  &  more  &t- 
honourable  loss  of  their  liberties ;  and  that,  aftwr  hafing 
wound  them  in,  the  Hollanders  would  make  their  dm 
peace  with  the  enemy."  ' 

It  seemed  somewhat  unfair — while  the  Qiumb'i 
goYemment  was  straining  every  nerve  to  obtain  a  p(*M 
&om  Philip,  and  while  tho  HoUanders  were  ofasttnaUl]'' 
deaf  to  any  propositioua  for  treat.ing^tbat  Willtmghbjr 
should  accune  them  of  secret  intentions  to  ODgotiUM. 
But  it  must  he  cunfessed  that  faction  has  rarely  worn  * 
more  mischievous  asj^ct  than  was  presented  l;y  U>« 
politics  of  Holland  and  England  in  tho  winter  isJ 
spring  of  1588. 

Young  Maurice  was  placed  in  a  very  painful  poatioB. 
He  liked  not  to  be  "  strangled  in  the  great  Chl««ii'> 
embrace  ;"  but  he  felt  most  keenly  the  necessity  of  bar 
friendship,  and  the  importance  to  both  counlrifV  of  • 
close  allianoo.  It  was  impossible  for  him,  however,  tt 
tolerate  the  rebellion  of  Sonoy,  although  Sonoy  <■* 
encouraged  by  Elizabeth,  or  to  fly  in  t)i(*  face  of  Haiiie- 
veld,  altliougli  Bameveld  was  detested  liy  Leioeftet- 
80  with  much  finnnoss  and  courtesy,  notwithstjuidiiiK 
the  extravagant  pictures  painted  by  Willonghby.  hs 
suppresBcd  mutiny  in  Hollniid,  while  ov.iwing  ihu  nwri 
chivalrous  attachment  to  the  sovervign  of  Knglnnd. 

Her  Majesty  expressed  her  surpriite  and  her  dixcoft- 
tent,  that,  notwithstanding  his  exproesious  of  d«v(itiiiO 
to  lienmlf,  he  should  thus  deal  with  Sonev.  whuwi  nij 
crime  was  an  equal  devotion.  "  If  yon  ^o  not  bi*  ~" 
with  more  moderation  in  futuro."  she  said.  '■  yod 
believe  that  we  are  not  a  prinee.'s  of  so  little  conngo  m 
nut  to  know  how  to  l<jnd  n  helping  hand  to  " 
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are  anjustly  oppressed.  We  should  be  sorry  if  we  had 
utnse  to  be  disgusted  with  your  actiouu,  and  if  we  were 
oninpelled  to  mkko  you  a  stranger  to  the  imcient  good 
aScctiun  which  we  bore  to  your  lute  father,  aud  have 
continued  towards  yourself." ' 

But  Maurice  maintained  a  dignilied  attitude,  worthy 
(.r  his  gi-eat  father's  name.  He  was  uot  the  man  to 
cTc.uch  like  LeiceHter,  when  he  could  no  longer  refresh 
himself  in  the  "shadow  of  the  Queen's  golden  beams," 
important  as  he  knew  her  friendship  to  be  to  himself 
.lull  his  country.  So  he  defended  himself  in  a  manly 
]i-ttwr  to  the  privy  council  against  the  censures  of 
Elizabeth."  He  avowed  his  displeasure,  that,  within 
his  own  jurisdiction,  Sonoy  should  give  a  special  oath  of 
'Wdience  to  Leicester;  a  thing  never  done  before  in 
ihe  cniuitry,  and  entirely  illegal.  Itwould  not  even  be 
lulcrated  in  England,  he  said,  if  a  private  gentleman 
should  receive  a  military  appointment  in  Warwickshire 
or  Norfolk  without  the  knowledge  of  the  lord-lieutenant 
of  the  shire.  He  had  tioated  t)ie  contumacious  Sonoy 
with  mildness  during  a  long  period,  but  without  effect. 
He  had  abstained  from  violence  towards  him,  out  of 
ii.-vereuce  to  the  Queen,  under  whose  sacred  name  he 
thelterod  himself  Sonoy  had  not  desisted,  but  bad 
established  himself  in  organized  rebellion  at  Medenblik, 
declaring  that  he  would  drown  the  whole  country,  and 
K'vy  black-mail  upon  ite  whole  property,  if  he  were  not 
|Kud  one  hundi'od  thousand  crowns.  He  had  declared 
that  he  would  crush  Holland  like  a  glass  beneath  his  feet. 
I  iHving  nothing  but  religion  in  his  mouth,  and  pro- 
tecting himself  with  the  Queen's  name,  he  had  been 
■  x^citing  all  the  cities  of  North  Holland  to  rebellion, 
und  bringing  the  poor  people  to  destruction.  He  had 
been  offered  money  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  avaricious 
toldier  in  the  world,  but  he  stood  out  for  sis  years'  full 
jBiy  for  his  soldiera,  a  demand  with  which  it  was  im- 
pijssible  to  comply.  It  was  necessary  to  prevent  him 
Itom  inundating  the  land  and  destroying  the  estates  of 
the  country  gentleioeu  and  the  peasants.  "  This,  gen- 
tlemen," said  Maujico,   "  is  the  plain  truth ;  nor  do  I 
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believe  that  you  will  sristain  aguinst  me  a  man  wlwwu 
tinder  such  vast  obligalions  to  my  lute  fiithoi',  and  who 
requites  bis  debt  by  daring  to  speak  of  myself  M  • 
rascal ;  or  that  you  will  countcnimco  his  rebellion 
against  a  country  to  which  he  brought  only  hw  clo»l 
and  sword,  and  whence  he  has  filched  one  hnndred 
thousand  crowns.  You  will  not,  I  am  sure,  permit  a 
simple  captain,  by  his  insubordination,  to  canee  so  moa 
mischief,  and  to  set  on  fire  this  and  other  Provincea- 

"■li,  by  your  advice,"  contuiued  the  Count,  "th* 
Queen  should  appoint  fitting  personages  to  office  here— 
men  who  know  what  honour  is,  bom  of  illustriuuB  tai 
noble  race,  or  who  by  their  great  virtue  have  bceo 
elevated  to  the  honottrs  of  the  kingdom — U>  thero  I  mil 
render  an  account  of  my  actionti.  Ai»d  it  shall  apw*' 
that  1  have  more  ability  and  more  desire  to  do  my  ioty 
to  her  Majesty  thiin  those  who  render  her  li])-80rTie« 
only,  and  only  make  use  of  her  sacred  name  to  fill  tkUT 
purses,  while  I  and  mine  have  been  ever  ready  to  umpbf 
our  lives,  and  what  remains  of  our  fortunes,  in  tlio  am* 
of  God,  her  Majesty,  and  our  country." ' 

Certainty  no  man  had  a  better  right  to  speak  "Wi 
conscionsucss  of  the  worth  of  race  than  the  son  of 
William  the  Silent,  the  nephew  of  Lewis,  AdiJphw. 
and  Henry  of  Nassau,  who  bad  all  laid  down  their  lin* 
for  the  liberty  of  their  coimtrj-.  But  Elizabeth  C30ntian*d 
to  threaten  the  States- General,  through  the  month  <i 
Willoughby,  witli  the  loss  of  her  protection,  if  ihoy 
should  continue  thus  to  requite  her  tavours  with  ingn' 
titnde  and  insubordination:'  and  Maurice  once  laon 
l-espectfully  but  firmly  replied  that  tionoy's  rebellion. 
could  not  and  would  not  be  tolerated  ;  appealing  boUlf 
to  her  sense  of  justice,  which  was  the  noblest  attrftot^ 
of  kings.' 

At  last  the  Queen  informed  Willoughby,  that— m  tha 
cause  of  Sonoy's  course  seemed  to  bo  his  oath  i^ 
obedience  to  Leieestcr,  whose  resignation  of  ofGoe  had 
not  yet  been  reo<.-ivcd  in  the  Netherlanda^alie  had  non 
ordered  Councillor  Killigrew  to  commnniealv  tho  bctol 
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Iliat  resignation.  She  also  wrote  (o  Sonoy,  requiring 
hira  to  obey  the  States  and  t'onot  Maurice,  and  to  aocept 
a  fresh  oommission  from  them,  or  at  least  to  surrender 
Aledenblik,  imd  to  ful£l  all  their  orders  with  zeal  and 
docility-' 

This  act  of  abdication  by  Leicester,  which  hrul  been 
received  on  the  22nd  of  Jimu/in,'  by  the  English  envoy, 
Herlwrt,  at  the  moment  of  his  departure  from  the 
Kethorlands,  had  been  carried  back  by  him  to  England, 
on  the  ground  that  it«  communication  to  the  States  at 
that  moment  would  cause  him  inconveniently  to  jMstpone 
ftii  Jourtify.  It  never  officially  reached  the  Statea-General 
nntil  the  31st  of  Mai'ch,  so  that  this  most  dangerous 
crisis  was  protracted  nearly  five  months  long — certainly 
without  necessity  or  excuse — and  whether  through 
design,  malice,  wantonness,  or  incompreheniiible  care- 
lesenuEs,  it  ia  difficult  to  say.* 

80  soon  as  the  news  reached  Sonoy,  that  contumacious 
chieftain  found  his  position  untenable,  and  he  allowed 
iho  Statt-s*  troops  to  take  possesi^ion  of  Medonblik,  and 
with  it  the  important  territory  of  Korlh  Holland,  of 
which  province  Maurice  now  saw  himself  undisputed 
governor,  Sonoy  was  in  the  course  of  the  summer 
deprived  of  nil  office,  and  betook  himself  to  England. 
Here  he  was  kindly  received  by  the  (jneen,  who  be- 
stowed upon  him  a  ruined  tower,  and  a  swamp  among 
the  fens  of  Lincolnshire.  Ho  biought  over  some  of  his 
countrymen  well-skilled  in' such  operations,  set  himself 
to  draining  and  dyking,  and  hoped  to  find  himself  at 
home  and  comfortable  in  his  mined  tower.  But  unfor- 
tunately, as  neither  he  nor  his  wife,  notwithstanding 
their  English  proclivities,  coidd  speak  a  word  of  the 
language,  they  found  their  social  eujoyments  very 
limited.  Moreover,  as  his  workpeople  were  equally 
without  the  power  of  making  their  wonts  understood, 
tho  dyking  operations  made  but  little  progress.     So  tho 
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unlucky  colonel  Boon  altandoned  tis  Bwamp,  and  rconJ 
to  Ea^t  Friesland,  'nbero  ha  lived  a  morose  aad  lueUp- 
choly  life  on  a  pomtiun  of  one  thoUHand  florins,  grairtid 
liim  by  the  Statee  of  MoUand,  milil  the  year  1597,  icliea 
he  lost  hiH  mind,  fell  into  the  fire,  and  thus  perished-' 

And  thus,  in  the  Netherlands,  through  hollow  nt^ 
tiationfi  between  enemies  and  ill-limed  hickertnge  uainig 
fidends,  the  path  of  Philip  and  Tuiiua  had  been  nwds 
comporativQly  smooth  during  the  spring  and  early  auiii- 
merof  1588.  What  was  the  aspect  of  affiiirs  iu  Oef- 
nuiny  and  France  ? 

The  adroit  capture  of  Bonn  by  Martin.  Scheok  h>d 
given  much  trouble.  I'arma  was  obliged  to  detAch  • 
Ktrong  force,  under  Prince  Chimay,'  to  attsinpt  the 
rwsjvety  of  that  important  place,  which — so  long  m  it 
remained  in  the  power  of  the  States — rendered  tke 
whole  electorate  insecure  and  a  soun-e  of  danger  to  the 
Spanish  party.  Famese  endeavoured  iu  vain  to  iria 
buck  the  famous  partisan  by  most  liberal  otlen,  fW  ke 
felt  bitterly  the  mistake  he  hod  made  in  alienating  » 
formidable  a  freebooter.  But  the  truculent  U«tni 
remained  obdurate  and  irascible.  Fhilip,  much  ol 
that  the  news  of  bis  decease  had  proved  &lao,.i' 
]-ather  than  requested  the  Emperor  Itudolph  t 
care  liut  nothing  was  done  in  Germany  to 
with  tlio  great  design  upon  England.'  The  Ki  _  _ 
warning  that  he  would  suffer  no  disturbance  fron^ll' 
quarter,  but  certainly  the  lethargic  condition  of  0<»- 
many  rendered  such  threat*  superfluous.  There  w<n 
liders  enough,  and  musketeers  enough,  to  be  sold  tothfl 
highest  bidder.  German  food  for  pewder  waa  offimd 
largely  in  the  maiket  to  any  foreign  couBumnr,  fortki 
trade  in  their  subjects'  lives  was  ever  a  prolific 
of  revenue  to  the  petty  wove  reigns— nnmero 
days  of  the  year  —  who  owned  Oemanjr 
German  a. 

The  mercenaries  who  bad  so  recently 
their  inglorioiis  campaign  in  France  bad  been 
fioui  that  country  at  the  close  of  1587,  and  riirioiu 
the  donuuciationB  of  the  pulpits  and  tbo  poptUsce  of 
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aia  that  tiie  foreign  brigands  who  bad  1^on  devas- 
tiog  the  noil  of  France,  and'attmuptiiig  to  u|ipo«e  jhe 
oreea  of  the  Hol,y  Father  of  Itoiuc,  Khoidd  have  made 
ur  escape  so  easily.  liiibid  LinceBtre  and  other  prieGts 
id  uooke  foamed  with  rage,  as  thej  execrated  and 
;»tliematized  the  devil -worshipper  Henry  of  Vslois, 
i,  all  Ihe  chnrches  of  that  monarch's  capital.  The 
nuieh  dncate  were  flying  about,  more  profusely  than 
er.  among  the  butchers  and  porters,  and  fiahwomen. 

the  great  city ;  and  Madam  League  paraded  herself 

tie  daylight  with  still  incre-a«ing  insolence.  There 
pS  scarcely  a  pretence  at  recognition  of  any  authority, 
ire  that  of  Fhilip  and  Sixtus.  France  had  become 
wilderaeas — an  nncultivated,  barbarous  province  of 
jHtin.  Mncio-GniRo  had  been  Becrotly  to  Eome,  had 
dd  interviews  with  the  Pope  and  cardinals,  and  had 
me  back  with  a  sword  presented  by  his  Holiness,  its 
ilt  adorned  with  jewels,  and  it«  blade  engraved  with 
ingnes  of  fire.'  And  with  this  flaming  sword  the 
renging  messenger  of  the  Holy  Father  was  to  smite 
le  wicked,  and  to  drive  them  into  outer  daiknem. 

And  there  had  been  fresh  conferences  among  the 
liiefii  of  the  sacred  League  within  the  Lorraine  terri- 
jry,  and  it  was  resolved  to  require  of  the  Valois  an 
ojnediate  extermination  of  henesy  and  heretics  ihrongh- 
nt  the  kingdom,  the  publication  of  the  Council  of  Trent, 
ad  the  formal  estAolishment  of  the  Iloty  Inquiisition 
1  every  province  of  France.  Thus,  while  doing  his 
.panish  master's  bidding,  the  great  lieutenant  of  tho 
joague  might,  if  he  was  adroit  enough  to  outwit  Philip, 
lUimatoly  oarve  out  a  throne  for  himself. 

Yet  Philip  felt  nocasional  pangs  of  uneagincsp  lest 
h6re  sbottld.  after  all.  bo  peace  in  France,  and  lest  his 
ohemes  against  Holland  and  England  might  be  inter- 
ttred  with  from  that  quarter.  Even  Fanieae,  nearer 
be  ecene,  could  not  feel  completely  secure  that  a  and- 
len  reconciliation  among  contending  tactions  might  not 
^e  rise  to  a  dnngerous  inroad  across  the  Flemish 
ixtpder.  So  Ouise  was  plied  more  vigorouely  than  ever 
ay  the  Duke  with  advice  and  encouragement,  and 
'  ■    '    with  such  Walloon   carabineere  as  could  be 
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spared.'  wliiJe  large  siibsidiee  and  lai^r  promui«  cwne 
from  Pliilip,*  whose  pnideni  policy  was  nevor  to  put 
excessive  buiub.  imtil  the  work  contracted  far  wb«  i/ 
"  Mncio  must  do  the  job  long  since  agreed  upon,"  t 
Philip  to  Famese,  *'  and  you  and  Mendoza  mnst  iw 
that  he  proventa  the  King  of  France  from  troobliiiB  ^ 
in  my  enterprise  against  England."*  If  tbo  unlucky 
Henry  III.  had  retained  one  spark  of  intelligence,  bw 
would  have  seen  that  his  only  chance  of  rescue  lay  ibi 
the  arm  of  the  Bdomese,  and  in  an  honest  alliance  wii^ 
England.  Yet  so  strong  was  his  love  for  the  rooukii 
who  were  daily  raving  against  him,  that  be  was  willivS 
to  commit  any  ba^enesa  in  order  to  win  back  tbw 
afFectinn.  He  was  ready  to  eslenninal*  heresy  aod  t» 
establish  the  Inquisition,  but  he  waa  incapable  of  takine 
energetic  mea«nres  of  any  kind,  even  when  tliront  aui 
life  wore  in  imminent  peril.  Moreover,  he  clnnK  Vit 
Epemon  and  tlie  "  pditiipiee."  in  whose  swords  he  Joi* 
found  protection,  and  ho  knew  tliat  Epemon  and  ll 
politiqiu-s  were  the  objects  of  horror  to  Paris  and  Mi 
the  League.  At  the  same  time  he  looked  imnloriugly* 
towards  England  and  towards  the  great  llitf^ 
chieftain,  Elizabeth's  knighl-eirant.  lie  had  a  Kent 
int#rview  wilh  Sir  Edward  Stafford,  in  the  garden  of 
the  Bernardino  convent,  and  importuned  that  envoy  to 
implore  the  Queen  to  break  off  her  ncgotiatiunit  wilk, 
Philip,  and  even  dared  to  offer  the  English  amba 
a  large  reward,  if  such   a   result  could    be   obttilMd^ 
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StafTonl  was  elso  earnestly  requested  to  beseech  the 
Qnecn's  influence  with  Henrf  of  Navarre,  that  he  shoiiUl 
oonvert  himself  to  Catholicism,  awl  thii8  destroy  the 
League. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  magniloquent  Mendoza,  who 
-wae  fond  of  deficribing  himself  as  "  so  violent  and 
terrible  to  the  French  that  they  ■wished  to  be  rid  of 
hitQ,"  '  had — ae  u^ual — been  frightening  ihe  (loor  King, 
who,  after  a  futile  attempt  at  dignity,  had  shrunk 
before  the  bluBtorings  of  the  aiubaBsador,  "This  King." 
said  Don  Bernardino,  "thought  that  he  could  JmposP 
upon  me  and  silence  me,  by  talking  loud,  but,  as  I 
didn't  talk  softly  to  him,  he  has  undeceived  himself.  .  .  . 
I  have  had  another  interview  with  him.  and  found  him 
softer  than  silk,  and  he  made  me  many  caresses,  and 
after  I  went  out  he  said  that  I  waa  a  very  skilful 
minUler." ' 

It  was  the  purpose  of  the  Leagiie  to  obtain  possession 
of  the  King's  person,  and,  if  necessary,  to  dispose  of  the 
pciitiqitea  by  a  general  msissacre,  such  as  sixteen  yeara 
before  had  been  so  successful  in  the  case  of  CoHgny  and 
the  Huguenots.  So  the  populace^more  rabid  than 
ever — were  impatient  thai  their  adored  Balafr^  should 
oome  to  Paris  and  begin  the  holy  work. 

He  came  as  far  as  Gonesso  to  do  the  job  ho  hitd 
promised  to  Philip,  but  having  heard  that  Henry  had 
reinforced  himself  with  four  thousand  Swiss  from  the 
garrison  of  Lagny,  he  fell  buck  to  Soissuns,  The  King 
sent  him  a  most  abject  message,  imploring  hii"  not  to 
expose  his  sovereign  to  so  much  danger,  by  setting  his 
foot  at  tliat  moment  in  the  capital,  like  Balafr^  Tiesi- 
t&ted,  but  the  populace  raved  and  roared  for  its  darling. 
The  Quoen-Molher  urged  her  unhappy  son  to  yield  his 
int,  and  the  Montpensier— fatal  sister  of  Guise, 
the  famous  ecisaors  ever  at  her  girdle' — insisted 

<aU  nr  mi'r  '^  ^"^  wn  V.  Kip  In  liu  pilitvut  derldu,  j  deqinEt  rkl  »llr 

quslie  liulail  f*IUae7udeil«|>fi«ui."  dEbiblslle,  eaUrndii  quv  lUui  que  jacn 
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that  her  brother  had  as  good  a  right  as  any  man  to  cmt 
to  ibe  city.  Mpanlimo  the  great  chief  of  the  poUiijva. 
the  bated  and  insolent  Epei-non,  had  been  Bp|>omleJ 
governor  of  Normandy,  and  Henry  had  aceompaiiieil  hit 
beloved  niiniott  a  part  of  tJio  way  towards  Uoneii.  A 
plot  contrived  by  the  Jlontpengier  to  waylay  th« 
monarch  on  his  return,  and  to  take  him  into  the  safe' 
keeping  of  the  League,  miscarried,  for  the  KiD^  re- 
entered the  city  before  the  Buheme  waa  ripe.  On  U>» 
other  hand.  Nicholas  Foulain,  bought  for  twentj'  thou- 
sand crowns  by  the  poiitij'Ks,  gave  the  King  and  hi« 
advisers  full  information  of  all  these  intrifcuua.  tuA, 
standing  in  Henry's  cabinet,  offered,  at  peril  of  his  lifr. 
if  he  might  be  confronted  with  the  conspimtore— tti* 
leaders  of  the  Lct^ue  within  the  city— to  prove  lli» 
truth  of  the  chai^^  which  ho  had  made-' 

For  the  wh"le  eifrv  was  now  thorowghly  orguiiu<l- 
The  number  of  its  districts  hud  been  n.<<ducod  from 
aixteen  to  five,  the  better  1o  bring  it  under  the  contnl 
of  the  I.eaguera  i  and,  while  it  could  not  be  ditnied  tb ' 
Muciohad  been  doing  his  niiiMtcr's  work  very  tfaorou^'., 
yet  it  was  still  ia  the  power  of  the  King — IhrouditM 
treacherj-  of  I'onlain— to  strike  a  blow  for  lifo  and  trt^ 
dom.  before  be  was  quite  taken  in  the  trap.  But  b* 
stood  helploaa,  paralysed,  gasing  in  dreamy  Btnpor— 
like  one  laacinated — at  the  di«tnicLion  awaiting  hto. 

At  lost,  one  memorable  M.ay  morning,  a  tniTollai' 
alighted  outside  the  gate  of  Saint  Martin,  and 

on  foot  through  the  streets  of  I'ltris.     Ul 
'"?(m7'  wrapped  in  a  largo  cloak,  which  ho  held 

fully  over  his  fece.  \Vhen  be  had  got  as  ftf  » 
the  street  of  Saint  Denis,  a  young  gentlvntan  amoiigtttf 
pameers-by,  a  good  Leaguor,  iiccoMted  the  etranoet,  •»!■ 
wilh  coarse  ]ilcasuntry.  pluckeil  the  eliiak  from  oi*  bM 
and  the  bat  from  his  lieatL  Louking  at  the  bandmalb 
Bwnrthy  foaturce,  tnarkcd  with  u  dcH-p  scar,  and  ^ 
dark,  ilungeroua  oyex  which  wem  tfai-u  revmdoil.  1^ 
pmctieul  jusler  at  <mce  rvi'Dgiiinnl  in  thi;  nimplp  *'*' 
veller  the  terrible  Batafn-,  anil  kissed  Iho  hem  ity 
fnrmenia  with  snbmisMive  rawture.  SUuutw  of  "  " 
Guise  I "  rant  the  air  fiom  all  the  byat«niUira,  ■ 
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I>i:&e.  no  longer  afTeotdng  concealment,  proceeded  with 
slow  and  stately  step  toward  tbe  Tesidence  of  Catharine 
de*  Medici.'  That  queen  of  com  promises  and  of  magic 
had  been  holding  many  a  conference  with  the  leaders 
of  both  parties ;  bad  been  increasing  her  son's  stupe- 
faction  by  her  enigmatical  counsels ;  had  been  anxiously 
conmilting  her  taLiisman  of  goat's  and  human  blood, 
mixed  with  metals  melted  under  the  influence  of  the 
Htar  of  her  nativity,  and  had  been  daily  visiting  the 
wizard  Ruggiori,  in  whose  miigio  circle— peopled  with 
a  thousand  fantastic  beadfr — she  had  held  bigh  converse 
with  the  world  of  spirits,  and  derived  much  sound 
advioa  as  to  tbe  trtte  course  of  action  to  bo  pursued  be- 
tween her  Btin  and  I'hilip,  and  between  the  politicians 
and  the  League.  But,  in  spite  of  these  various  sources 
of  instruction,  Catharine  was  somewhat  perplexed,  now 
that  decisive  action  seemed  necessary — a  dethronement 
and  a  new  massacre  impending,  and  judicious  compro- 
mise difficult.  So,  after  a  hurried  conversation  vrith 
Uncio,  who  insisted  on  an  interview  with  tbe  King,  she 
set  forth  for  the  Louvre,  the  Duke  lounging  calmly  by 
the  side  of  ber  sedan-chair,  on  foot,  receiving  the  homage 
r>f  the  populace,  as  men,  women,  and  children  together, 
they  swai'med  around  him  as  be  walked,  kissing  hiu 
garments,  and  rending  the  air  with  their  shouts.'  For 
that  wolfish  mob  of  Paris,  which  had  once  lapped  the 
blood  of  ten  thousand  Hugiionots  in  a  sijigle  night,  and 
was  again  labid  with  thirst,  was  most  docile  and  fawn- 
ing to  ihe  great  Balafre.  It  grovelled  before  him,  it 
hung  upon  his  look,  it  licked  his  hand,  and,  at  the 
lifting  of  his  finger,  or  the  glance  of  his  eye,  would 
have  sprung  at  the  throat  of  King  or  Queen-Mother, 
minister,  or  minion,  and  devoured  them  all  before  bis 
eyes.  It  was  longing  for  the  sign ;  for  much  as  Paris 
adored  and  was  besotted  with  Guise  and  the  League, 
«ven  more,  if  powiihle,  did  it  hate  those  godless  poli- 
ticians, who  had  grown  fat  on  extortions  from  the  poor, 
^^^  who  had  converted  their  substance  int«  the  daily 
^^h^d  of  luxury. 
^HNevertheless  the  city  was  full  of  armed  men,  Swiss 
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and  QennaD  mercenai'ieB.  sad  bargher  gwuds,  awonU 
fidelity  to  the  throne.  The  place  might  have  been  swept 
clean,  at  that  moment,  of  rebels  who  were  not  yel  Bimcd 
or  fortified  in  their  poaitioiis.  The  Lord  had  dolivmi 
Giiise  into  Henry's  hondH.  "  Oh,  the  madman  I"  iiati 
bistuB  v.,  when  be  heard  that  the  Didce  had  goat  U 
I'aria,  "thug  to  put  himself  into  the  clutches  (>(  tlw 
King  whom  ho  had  eo  deeply  offended!"  And,  "Ohi 
tlie  wretohed  coward,  the  imbecile !  "  he  added,  whtin  !•■ 
heard  how  the  King  had  dealt  with  his  p'p&t  enemy.' 

For  the  monarch  was  in  hie  cabinet  that  Aluymuniiii^ 
irresolutely  awaiting  the  announced  vieit  of  the  Duke. 
By  his  side  stood  Alphunao  L'oi'se,  attached  as  &  n 
to  his  master,  and  fearing  not  Guise  nor  Leaguer,  oimm 
nor  devil. 

"  Siro.  is  the  Duke  of  Guise  your  friend  or  enemyr 
snid  Alphonse.  The  King  answered  by  an  cxpreain 
ahrug. 

"Say  the  word.  Sire,"  continued  Alphonao,  "and  I 
pledge  myself  to  bring  his  hcud  ihie  intilaut,  and  lay  it 
at  your  feet."  ' 

And  he  would  have  dune  it.  Even  at  the  aids  t^ 
Catharine's  sedan-chair,  and  in  the  verj- teelh  of  tl 
worshipping  mob,  the  Corsican  would  have  had  tlw 
Balafj'^'s  life,  even  though  he  laid  down  hts  own. 

Bitt  Henry — irresolute  and  lascinaled^taid  it  w 
yet  time  for  such  a  blow.' 

Soon  afterward,  the  Uuke  was  announced.  The  ciirf 
oF  the  League  and  the  hut  of  the  Viiloib  u<>(.  lsr«UiCH< 
but  not  for  the  laet  time.  Tlie  inlervicw  was  coldly  ti 
ti[ieet&l  un  Die  ^rt  of  Itlucio,  anxious  and  ijiiiUiiiiiini 
on  that  of  the  King.  \\  hen  the  vitiit,  which  vm  toinij 
one  of  ceremony,  was  over,  the  Vuku  departed  ii  M 
came  receiving  the  renewed  homage  of  the  jHiptdaofr  t 
he  walked  to  hiu  hotel. 

That  night  precautions  were  taken.  All  Ihc  guards  wo* 
donhled  around  the  palace  and  through  ihw  HtnieU.    1^ 
Hotel  de  Ville  and  ihe  riaco  do  la  Givvo  wen  n 
oecurc,  and  tho  whole  city  was  filled  with  tioopa. 
iithHv.  'ho  riaco  Maulmrt  was  left  ungusrdcd,  lada 

IMS.  rabble  rout— all  night  long— was  collcctiiig  ir 
that  diBlant  sjiot.     Four  ci'ttipantus  of   bni-glivT'g 
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went  over  to  the  League  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning. 
The  rest  stood  firm  in  the  cemeteiy  of  the  Innocents, 
awaiting  the  orders  of  the  King.  At  daj'hreat  on  the 
lUh  the  town  was  still  quiet.  There  was  an  awful 
pause  of  expectation,  llie  shops  remained  closed  all  tlie 
morning,  the  royal  troops  were  drawn  up  in  hattle-arraj-, 
upon  the  Cir^ve  and  around  the  HOtel  de  Ville,  but  they 
stood  motionless  as  statues,  until  the  populace  hcgan 
taunting  them  with  cowardice,  and  then  laughing  tliem 
to  scorn.  For  their  sovereign  lord  and  master  Mtill  sat 
pwralyzed  in  his  palace. 

ITie  mob  bad  been  surging  through  all  the  streets  and 
lanes,  unUi,  as  by  a  single  iinpuke,  chains  were  stretched 
iicToss  the  streets,  and  bari'icadoa  thrown  up  in  all  the 
piincipal  thoroughfares.  About  noon  the  Duke  of  Guise, 
who  had  been  sitting  quietly  in  his  hotel,  wiib  a  very 
few  armed  followers,  came  out  into  the  street  of  the 
Hotel  JMiintmoi'ency,  anil  walked  calmly  up  and  down, 
arm-in-arm  with  ^e  Archbishop  of  Lyons,  between  a 
double  hedge-row  of  spectatoie  and  admirers,  three  or 
four  ranks  thick.  He  was  dressed  in  a  white  slashed 
doublet  and  hose,  and  wore  a  very  large  hut.'  Shouts  of 
triumph  resounded  from  a  thousand  brazen  tliroats,  aa 
111-  moved  calmly  about,  receiving,  at  every  instant,  ex.- 
prt-sses  from  the  great  gathering  in  the  I'lace  5Iaubert. 

*'  Enuugh,  too  much,  my  good  friends,"  he  said,  taking 
off  the  great  hat — ("  I  don't  know  whether  he  was 
laughing  in  it,"  observed  one  who- was  looking  on  that 
davj — "  Enough  of 'Long  live  Guise!'  Cry  Long  live 
the  King!"" 

There  was  no  response,  as  might  be  expected,  and  the 
[vcoplo  shouted  more  hoarsely  than  ever  for  Madam 
l>eague  and  the  Balafr^.  The  Duku's  face  was  full  of 
gaiety ;  there  was  not  a  shadow  of  anxiuty  upon  it  in 
that  perilous  and  eventful  moment.  He  saw  that  the 
day  was  his  own. 

For  now,  the  people,  ripe,  ready,  mustered,  armed, 
barricaded,  awaited  but  a  signal  to  assault  tie  King's 
mercenaries,  before  rushing  Ui  the  palace.  On  every 
h(iUBo-top  missiles  were  provided  to  hurl  upon  their 
heads.  There  seemed  no  escape  for  Ilcnrj-  or  his  Ger- 
mans from  impending  doom,  when  Guise,  thoroughly 
triumphant,  vouchsafed  them  their  lives. 

'  L'EnUiUB,  an.  '  HUL 
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*'Tou  miiBt  give  me  tLeee  soliliers  aa  a  proeent,  DJ 
friend«,"  aaid  he  tn  tlie  populace. 

And  eo  the  armed  Swiss,  French,  and  German  tnXi]*™ 
and  infantry,  Btibmitted  to  be  led  out  of  Paris,  foUoving 
with  dt)cilitvtheaide-d&-campofGuise,C'!ipl»iiiSt.  Tin!, 
who  walked  quietly  before  them,  with  liis  fiwiird  in  if 
acabbard,  and  directing  their  movements  with  a  ciiw- 
Siity  of  iheuj  were  slain  by  the  f mob.  who  could  nul, 
even  at  the  command  of  their  beloved  chiefl^n.  quite 
forego  their  expected  banquet.  But  thia  waa  all  the 
blood  ahed  on  the  memorable  day  of  Barricades,  when 
another  Bartholomew  Massacre  bad  been  expected/ 

Meantime,  while  Guise  wtu  making  his  proni«iiail« 
through  the  city,  exchanging  embraces  with  ihe  i»bb!». 
and  listening  to  the  coarse  congratulations  and  ohewnB 
je»ts  of  the  porters  and  fishwomen,  the  poor  Kingwt 
crying  all  day  long  in  the  Louvre.  The  Qneen-MotlMi' 
was  with  him,  reproaching  bim  bitterly  with  hia  inew- 
liilion  and  want  uf  confidence  in  her,  and  acKilding  bin 
for  bis  teara.  But  the  nnlucky  Henry  only  wept  th* 
more  as  he  cowered  in  a  eomer, 

"  These  are  idle  teais."  said  Catharine.  "  Thia  it  no 
time  for  crying.  And  for  myself,  though  women  weep« 
easily,  I  feel  my  heart  too  deeply  wning  for  t«an.  If 
they  came  to  my  eyes  they  would  be  tears  of  blood."' 

Next  day  the  last  Valois  walked  out  of  the  Louvre.  ■<■ 
if  for  a  promenade  in  the  Tuileries,  and  proceeded 
straightway  to  the  etalls.  where  his  horse  stood  ea<ddled< 
Du  Halde.  his  equerry,  buckled  his  master'a  sptiTsQa. 
upaide  down.  "No  matter,"  said  Henry,  "I  am  w*' 
riding  to  see  my  miatreas.  1  have  a  longer  joimtf 
before  mo."  ■ 

And  Bo — followed  by  a  rabble  rout  of  coiirtjors,  trilk* 
oiit  boot*  or  cloaks,  and  mounted  on  sorry  harks — lh« 
King  of  France  rode  forth  from  hiit  capital  poirt-b 
and,  turning  as  he  left  the  gates,  hurled  back  im|ioIimt 
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Biprecations  ujkih  Faria  and  its  mob. '  Thenceforth, 
'  r  a  losg  interval,  there  was  no  king  in  that  ctinnlry. 
Eacio  had  done  hin  work,  and  earned  hia  wiigcs.  aiid 
ilip  U,  reigned  in  I'nrie.  Tlie  commands  of  the 
je  now  complied  with.  Heretica  were  doomed 
_  1  extermtnaliou.  The  edict  of  19th  July,  leoijui^, 
U88,  was  publibhed  with  the  most  exclnsive  ''"'■ 
and  stringent  provisions  that  the  moat  bitter  liomtiuist 
could  inwgine,'  and,  as  a  fair  beginning,  two  young 
girls,  daughters  of  Jacques  Forcade,  once  '  prociireur  au 
parleroent,'  were  burned  in  Paris,  for  ^e  crime  of 
Proteetantimn  ,* 

The  Duke  of  Gnise  was  named  Generaliseimo  of  the 
Kingdom  ('i6th  August,  15^8).  Henry  gave  in  his  sub- 
miaston  to  tiie  Council  of  Trent,  the  edictx,  the  Inqui- 
sition, and  the  rest  of  the  League's  infernal  machineiy, 
and  was  formally  reconciled  to  Guise,  with  how  much 
sineerity  time  was  soon  to  show.' 

Meantime  Philip,  for  whom  and  at  whose  expenBo  all 
this  work  had  heen  done  by  the  hands  of  the  faithful 
Mucio,  was  conaiantly  assuring  his  royal  brother  of 
France,  through  envoy  Longlee,  at  Madrid,  of  his  most 
alFeotionate  friendship,  and  utterly  repudiating  all  know- 
ledge of  these  troublesome  and  dangerous  plots.  Yet 
they  liad  been  especially  organized — as  we  have  seen 
—by  himMolf  and  the  lialafi-e,  in  order  that  France  might 
be  kopt  a  prey  to  civil  war,  and  thus  rendered  incapuhla 
of  offering  any  obstruction  to  his  great  enterprise  against 
England.  Any  complicity  of  Mendoza,  the  Spanish 
ambassador  in  Paris,  or  of  the  Duke  of  Parma,  who  wero 
important  agents  in  all  tliose  pioceedings,  with  the  Duke 
of  Guise,  was  strenuously  and  cii^cumstantially  denied  ; 
and    the  Balafri-,  on  the  day  of  the    barricades,  sent 
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Brissac  to  Elizabeth's  envoy,  Sir  Edward  Stafford,  In 
ar^iiure  }nm  us  to  his  personal  itarety,  and  as  to  tlie  deep 
iiffection  with  which  England  and  its  Queen  wtre  re- 
garded by  himself  and  all  his  friends.  Stafford  had  ilw 
Inren  atlviaed  lo  aocept  a  gnard  for  hia  huuse  of  «mbaMf. 
liia  reply  was  noble. 

"  I  represent  the  majesty  of  England,"  he  said,  "toi 
can  tako  no  safe^ard  from  a  subject  of  the  sovereign  tu 
whom  I  am  accredited." 

To  the  threat  of  being  invaded,  and  to  the  adviM  lo 
close  liiB  gules,  he  anawered,  "  Do  you  see  theeo  tiro 
doors  ?  Know  then,  if  I  am  attacked.  1  am  detennintd 
to  defend  myself  to  the  last  drop  of  my  blixid,  lo  sbitb 
m  ail  example  to  ihe  universe  of  the  law  of  nntiona. 
violated  in  my  person.  Do  not  iraagine  that  I  sliall 
follow  your  advice.  The  gates  of  au  arobaasadur  shall 
be  open  to  al!  the  ■world." 

Bi  isaao  returned  with  tliia  answer  to  GuiEe,  who  nw 
that  it  was  hopelesa  to  attempt  making  a  display  in  lbs 
eyoH  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  biit  gave  private  ordera  tint 
Iho  ambassador  should  not  be  molested.' 

Such  were  the  conBequenoea  of  the  day  of  the  barn- 
cades — and  thus  the  path  of  Philip  was  cleared  of  ftll 
obst ructions  on  the  part  of  France.  His  Mucio  wasmiir 
generalissimo.  Henry  was  virtually  deposed.  HvOIJ 
ofKavarre,  poor  and  good-humoured  a«  ever,  wntcKittiJ 
Ko  formidable  at  that  moment  ne  he  might  one  day  b* 
come,  When  the  news  of  the  day  of  barricadM  w«» 
hrouglit  at  night  to  that  cheerful  mcinareb.  htt  BtftTtid 
Irom  his  couch.  "  Ha,"  he  exclaimed  with  a  laugh,  "hit 
tliey  havn't  yet  caught  the  Beaniese  I, " ' 

And  it  might  be  long  before  the  League  would  ort*h 
the  B^ame^e ;  but,  meantime,  h©  could  render  alight 
assistance  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 

In  England  there  had  been  much  fruilleKs  negntiatint 
ttctwecn  the  government  of  tliat  country  and  tbeMtn* 
niissioners  from  the  States-Genoral,  Tlieru  waa  sei^ 
|iL<lual  altercation  on  the  aubject  of  Utrecht,  liCydBD. 
tjonoy,  and  the  other  causes  of  contention  ;  the  Queen— 
RA  usual — being  imperious  and  choleric,  and  llioeiivoj«i 
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in  her  opinion,  very  insolent.  But  the  principal  topic 
"f  disciiiseion  was  the  peace  negotiations,  whii.-li  the 
States-General,  both  at  boino  and  through  their  dele- 
gudon  in  England,  had  boeu  doing  their  beat  to  prevent ; 
uteadily  refusing  her  ftlajeaty'e  demand  that  eommifi- 
feioners,  on  their  part,  should  be  appointed  to  participate 
ill  the  cotiferencea  at  Ostend.  Elizabeth  promised  that 
there  eliould  be  as  strict  regard  paid  to  tbe  interests  o£ 
IloUiiud  as  to  those  of  England,  in  case  of  a  pacification, 
and  that  she  would  never  forget  her  duty  to  them,  to 
hurself,  and  to  the  world,  aa  the  protectress  of  the  re- 
formed religion.  Tho  deputies,  on  the  other  hand, 
Warned  her  that  peace  with  tSpain  was  impossible  ;  tJiat 
tho  intention  of  the  tijianish  court  was  to  deceive  her, 
while  preparing  her  destructiun  and  theirs  ;  that  it  waa 
hopeless  to  attempt  the  concessinn  of  any  freedom  of 
conscience  from  I'hilip  LI. ;  and  that  any  stipulations 
which  might  be  made  upon  that,  or  any  other  subject, 
by  the  Spanitih  cunmuBHiunerB,  would  be  tossed  to  the 
wind.  In  reply  to  the  Queen's  loud  complaints  that  tho 
Stales  had  been  trifling  with  her,  and  undntiful  to  her, 
and  that  thoy  had  kept  her  waiting  seven  months  long 
for  All  answer  to  her  suuimona  to  participate  in  tlie  ne- 
gotiations, they  replied,  that  up  to  the  15th  October  of 
the  previous  year,  althongh  there  bod  been  flying  ru- 
nioniB  of  an  intentiun  oft  the  part  of  her  Majesty's 
government  to  open  those  oommnnioations  with  the 
enemy,  it  had,  "  novertheloHs  been  earnestly  and  ex- 
prosaly,  and  with  high  words  and  oatli.t,  denied  that 
there  was  any  truth  in  those  rumours."  Since  that  timo 
tho  States  had  not  once  only,  but  many  times,  in  private 
loiters,  in  public  documents,  and  in  conversations  with 
Lord  Leicester  and  other  eminent  peraouages,  depi'o- 
cated  any  communications  whatever  with  Spain,  asserting 
uniformly  their  conviction  that  such  proceedings  would 
bring  ruin  on  their  country,  and  imploring  her  Majesty 
Unt  to  give  ear  to  any  propositions  whatever,' 

And  not  only  were  the  envoys,  regularly  appointed 
by  the  StateB-Geaoi-al,  most  active  in  England  in  their 
atttinipts  to  prevent  the  negotiations,  but  delegatM  from 
tho  Notherland  churches  were  also  sent  to  tho  Queen, 
rilh  her  on  the  subject,  and  to  utter  wileoia. 
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warnings  that  the  cause  of  the  reformed  religioD  wonH 
be  l<i8t  for  ever,  in  case  of  a  treaty  on  her  part  wilh 
Spiiin.  When  these  clerical  envoys  roftched  Engluid 
the  Qneen  was  already  beginning  to  wake  from  lief 
delusion  ;  although  her  commisBionors  were  still — m  »« 
have  Been — haixl  at  work,  pouring  sand  through  their 
sieves  at  Ostcnd.  and  although  the  steady  protestntiovx 
of  the  Duke  of  I'arma.  and  the  iiidueLrions  ciTuaUdoii 
of  falsehuoils  by  Spanish  emisBarics,  had  even  aaisti 
her  wisest  stataemen,  for  a  time,  to  participate  in  tliftt 
deliisioD. 

For  it  is  not  so  great  an  impeachment  on  the  aagact^ 
of  the  great  Queen  of  England,  as  it  would  now  appcu 
to  those  who  .judge  by  the  light  of  subseriuent  facts,  (hit 
she  still  doubted  whether  ihe  armaments,  notonondT 
preparing  in  Spain  and  Flanders,  were  intended  a^nM 
herself;  and  that — even  if  such  were  (he  case — she  rtill 
believed  in  the  possibility  of  averting  the  danger  b; 
negotiation. 

So  late  as  the  beginning  of  May,  even  tho  far^eeeine 
and  anxious  V^'alaJTiglinm  could  eay  that  in  RngluNl 
"  they  were  doing  nothing  but  honouring  St.  (leorge.  ""f 
whom  the  Spaninh  Armada  seemed  t«  be  afnud.  Vit 
hear,"  be  added,  "  that  they  will  not  be  ready  to  set  for- 
ward  before  the  midst  of  May,  biit  I  truet  Ihul  it  wiiS  *« 
3/ii.v  wn'  ttp-lBftiiontlui.  Tho  King  of  Siiain  is  too  M  ml 
too  m^kla  fa  fali  to  conquer  kinf/domx.  If  he  hv  well  cofln- 
selted,  his  beat  course  will  be  to  settle  his  own  kiogdomi 
in  hia  own  hands."' 

And  even  much  later,  in  the  middle  of  ,Iulv — when 
the  mask  was  hardly  maintained— even  then  thero  w«« 
no  certainty  as  lo  the  movements  of  tho  Armada;  and 
Walaingham  believed,  jiwt  ten  daya  before  the  fiuocns 
fleet  waa  to  appear  off  I'lymoulh,  that  it  had  dispetafi 
and    returned  to   ^pain,    never  to  re-appear,'      Aa  to 
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P&rma's  iat«ntioDs,  they  were  thought  to  lie  rather  in 
thu  directioD  of  Ostend  than  ot'EngUud;  anil  Elizabeth, 
(in  the  2Uth  July,  was  more  ansious  for  that  city  ihan 
iiir  her  own  kingdom.  "  Mr.  Ned,  I  am  persuaded,"  she 
wrote  to  Norris,  "  that  if  the  Spanish  fl«et  break,  Ihe 
I'rince  of  Parma's  enterjiriee  for  England  will  fall  to  the 
ground,  and  then  are  you  to  look  to  Oeiend,     Haslo  your 

All  through  the  spring  and  early  eummer,  Stafford,  in 
Paris,  wad  kept  in  a  sUito  of  much  perplexity  as  to  the 
dueiigns  of  Spain^Bo  contradictory  were  tho  BtorieB  cir- 
milaled,  and  bo  bewildering  the  actions  of  men  known  to 
be  hostile  to  England.  In  the  last  days  of  April  he 
iutiinated  it  as  a  common  opinion  in  Paris,  that  tbese 
uavai  preparations  of  Philip  were  an  eluliorale  farce ; 
"  that  tbe  gi'eat  elephant  would  bring  forth  but  a  mouse  ; 
ilu>t  the  great  procotieions,  prayers,  and  pardons  at 
liume.  for  the  prosperous  succesa  of  the  Annada  against 
England,  would  be  of  no  etleet;  that  the  King  of  Spain 
was  laughing  in  his  sleeve  at  the  I'opc,  that  be  could 
mitke  s:ai'h  a  fool  of  him ;  and  that  such  an  ent«rprise 
was  a  tiling  the  King  never  durst  think  of  in  deed,  but 
only  in  show  lo  feed  the  world."' 

Thus,  although  furnished  with  minute  detaUs  as  to 
these  armaments,  and  as  to  the  exact  designs  of  Spain 
against  his  counby,  by  tiie  ostentatious  statements  of 
the  Spanish  ambassador  in  I'aris  himself,  the  English 
envoy  was  still  inclined  to  believe  that  these  statements 
were  a  figment,  eipressly  intended  to  deceive.  Yet  he 
wa*  aware  that  Lord  Westmoreland,  Lord  Paget.  Sir 
Charles  Paget,  Morgan,  and  other  English  refugees, 
were  constantly  meeting  with  Uendoza.  that  they  were 
told  to  get  tliemselves  in  readiness,  and  to  go  down— as 
well  ap]X)intod  as  might  be— to  tbe  Ihike  of  I'arma ; 
that  they  had  been  "  sending  for  their  tailor  to  make 
ibem  apparel,  and  to  put  themselves  in  equipage  ;"  that, 
in  particular,  Westmoreland  had  been  assured  of  being 
restored  bj'  I'hilip  to  his  native  conntiy  in  better  con- 
dition than  before.  The  Catholic  and  Spanish  party  in 
i'aris  were,  however,  much  dihsati^fied  with  the  news 

I  Wc«lerlj.  t  Norn..  P.S.bjQo«n       ,  g,,  ^  g^^^,^   ^  W.l.irgliuu  !! 
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from  Scotlfttid,  and  were  getting  more  and  more  afrswl 
tliat  King  Jajnes  would  object  to  Uie  Spaniard*  gottini; 
a  foot-bold  in  his  country,  and  that  "  the  Scots  wonlil 
Boon  be  playing  them  a  Scottish  triclc." ' 

Stafford  was  plunged  still  more  inextricably  into  dootit 
by  the  accounts  from  Longlee  in  Madrid.'  That  dipltv 
matist,  who  had  been  completely  eon«nccd  by  Philiji 
as  to  his  innocence  of  any  participation  in  the  criniinu 
enterpriKcs  of  Guise  against  Henry  III.,  was  nowalmnit 
st^^red  by  the  unscrupulouH  mendacity  of  that  nvu- 
narcb  with  regard  to  any  supposed  dctdgns  aeaitut 
England.  Although  the  Arniada  waa  to  be  rwuiyliY 
the  15th  May,  Longl^  was  of  opinion — Qotwithetnndin); 
many  bold  annonnceroents  of  an  attack  upon  EUaihetii 
— tJwt  the  real  object  of  the  expedition  waa  America. 
'ITiere  had  recently  been  discovered,  it  was  said,  *■  a  W" 
country,  more  rich  in  gold  and  silver  than  any  yet  fonil*ii 
but  so  full  of  stout  people  that  they  could  not  maetfr 
them."*  To  reduce  these  stout  people  beyond  the  At- 
lantic therefore,  and  to  get  posseasion  of  new  gold  minns 
was  the  real  object  at  which  Philip  was  driTtng.  and' 
Longlee  and  StaiFord  were  both  very  doubtfid  whetbef 
it  wore  worth  the  Queen's  while  to  exhaust  her  litunce*  - 
in  order  to  protect  herself  against  an  imaginary  iovasita. 
Even  so  late  ai  llie  ntitlille  of  Jaiy,  six  to  tme  inw  njfinvrf  ifll 
the  I'aris  Exchange  that  the  Spanbb  fleet  would  never 
be  seen  in  the  Kngtish  eeas,  aiu)  thow  that  offered  tb( , 
bets  were  known    to    be  well-wishera  to    the  SpauiBki 

Thus  sharp  diplomatists  and  statesmen  like  Iionf^A 
Stafford,  and  Walsingham,  were  beginning  to  luM  ihtV 
fear  of  the  great  bugbear  by  which  England  had  no  lon^ 
been  haunted.  It  was  therefore  no  deep  stain  on  th? 
Queen's  sagHCity  that  ehe,  too.  was  willing  to  place  rr*-' 
dence  in  the  plighted  honour  of  Alexander  Faniciw.  tl* 
great  prince  who  prided  himself  on  his  Hinccrity.  and 
who,  next  to  the  King  hia  muster,  adorod  tim  Tirgia 
Queen  of  England. 

■   EuBmiI    10   WnldnglMm.        J|™.       >  S(*SMd 
|»M.    (S.  P.  ono  Mfl)  l»l».    (a  P.  Offln  Ma.) 

Ilmrt  111.  n  K.p«w,  MM.  Arrtl.  H-l.  S***^  '"  W-h'"«l>«-   i  ^^ 

IBM.    K<>iiJ>  Hu  uiiiDHia.    (Uiii.  iiu|j.   usa.   IS.  P. 
4t  fnim.  iLi.) 
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The  deputies  of  the  Netherland  churches  had  come, 
with  tlie  permission  of  Count  Maurice  and  of  the  Statea- 
(jeiieral,  but  thej  repreaented  more  strongiy  thun  any 
other  euTuys  could  do  the  English  and  the  monarchical 
party.  They  were  instructed  especially  to  implore  the 
Queen  to  accept  the  sovereignty  of  their  country ;  to 
assure  her  that  the  restoration  of  Philip— who  had  been 
a  wolf  instead  of  a  Bhepherd  to  his  flock— was  an  im- 
possibility, that  he  had  been  solemnly  and  for  ever 
deposed ;  that  nndt-r  her  sceptre  only  could  the  Provinces 
ever  recover  their  ancient  prosperity;  that  ancient  and 
modern  history  alike  made  it  manifest  that  a  free  republic 
CDold  never  maintain  itself,  but  that  it  must,  of  necessity, 
run  it«  coarse  through  aeditloa,  bloodshed,  and  anarcliy, 
until  liberty  was  at  last  crushed  by  an  absolnUj  doa- 
poLiom;  that  equality  of  condition,  the  basis  of  demooratic 
iustitutioiiB,  could  never  be  made  firm  :  and  that  a  for- 
tunate exception,  like  that  of  Switzeiland,  whose  his- 
torical and  political  circumstances  were  peculiar,  could 
never  serve  as  a  model  to  tiie  NetherlandB,  aocuatomeil 
HK  tliDse  Provinces  had  ever  been  to  a  monarchical  form 
of  government ;  and  that  the  antagonism  of  aristocratic 
and  democratic  elements  in  the  States  had  already  pro- 
duced discord,  and  was  threatening  destruction  to  the 
whole  country.  To  avert  such  dangers  the  splendour 
of  royal  authority  was  necessory,  according  to  the 
venerable  commands  of  Holy  Writ ;  and  therefore  the 
N'etberland  chnrohes  adknowl edged  themselves  the 
foster  children  of  England,  and  bogged  that  in  political 
matters  also  the  inhabitants  of  the  Provinces  might  be 
accepted  as  the  subjects  of  her  Majesty.  They  also 
implored  the  Queen  to  break  off  these  accursed  nego- 
tiations with  Spiiin.  and  to  provide  that  henceforth  in 
the  Netherlands  the  reformed  religion  might  be  freely 
exercised,  to  th«  eaxtugion  of  any  other."  ' 

Thus  it  was  very  evident  that  these  clerical  envoys, 
although  they  were  sent  by  permisjiion  of  the  States,  did 
not  come  as  the  representatives  of  the  dominant  party. 
For  that  "Beelzebub,"  llamevold,  had  dilferent  notions 
from  theirs  as  to  the  possibility  of  a  republic,  and  as  to 
the  propriety  of  tolerating  other  funns  of  worship  than 

ImrUrtfvfnjin  llHClinrclirtirUie    QuHD  ot  iLd^Bliiail.  mpuil  B(ir,  Mi.  2ti- 
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ojnatiy  to  deetractian. 

On  the  buas  of  Iheae  biBtmctMmii,  the  depnties  drew 
Dp  a  memorial  of  pitiless  length,  filled  vrith  astooadi 

iij3ij.    [wrallela  between  their  own  poniico  and  t] 

liw.      ^  ^i,^  Hebrewm,  AHjnaos,  and  other  dkt 
frnuhed  nations  of  antiquitj.     Tbej  bnH^ht  H  le  Wil 
ningham  on  the  I2th  Jnly.  loSS.  and  the  mnch-e   *    ' 
man  heard  it  read  from  b^imin(t  lo  end. 
Ills  approbation  of  its  sentimenta,  but  said  it  wm  fa 
long.     It  mnst  be  pnt  on  one  sheet  of  pMper,  be  aud,!! 
her  Xajeaty  was  expected  to  re^  it. 

"Moreover."  said  the  Secxetarr  of  Stale,  "> 
your  argnments  are  full  of  piety,  and  yonr  ( 
from  H«!_v  \Vrit  verj'  apt,  1  must  tell  you  the  p 
tnith.  Great'  princes  are  not  always  so  seaUu  il 
religious  mattera  ax  they  might  be.  roLilioal  traimt 
tions  move  them  more  deeply,  and  they  depend  too  mndi 
<:>n  worldly  things.  However,  there  is  no  longer  n 
danger,  for  our  envoys  will  return  from  Flanden  la  i 
few  days." ' 

"  But,"  asked  a  deputy,  "  if  the  Spanish  fleet  does  not 
succeed  in  its  enterprise,  will  the  peace -negutiatioiu  b 
renewed  ?  " 

"  By  uo  means,"  said  WnUingham ;  "  the  Queea  od 
never  do  thai,  consistently  with  her  honour,     llij 
have  scattered  infamous  libels  against  her — so  amiill 
loua,  that  you   would   be   astounded  should  yon  i 
them.     Arguments  drawn  frum  honour  mrv  ■ 
with  princes  than  any  other," 

He  alluded  to  the  point  in  their  mumorial  b 
the    free    cserciKc    of    the    reformed    religion   i 

••  'Tia  well  and  piously  said,"  be  observed : 
prini-'es  and  great  lords  are  not  alwa}-s  very  oaniMt  il 
such  matters.  I  think  that  her  Slajesty's  envoys  «  '" 
not  presB  for  the  free  exercise  of  the  reli^on  so  Tt*f 
iniien ;  not  more  than  for  two  or  three  yean.  By  U 
time  -shonU    wwt    ftegotintions    siiccord— the    fbni 
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troops  will  hflvo  evacuated  tlio  Netherlands  on  condi- 
tJou  that  The  Status-General  shall  settle  the  religious 
qiiestioii."  ' 

"  Bnt."  said  Daniel  de  Dieu,  one  of  tlie  deputies,  "  (A* 
nitijority  of  (A*  t^atts  is  Popish," 

"  Bo  it  80,"  replied  Sir  Franoia  ;  "  neverlloloBs  they 
will  unotier  permit  the  exercise  of  the  reformed  religion 
than  tnke  up  arms  and  begin  the  war  anew." 

He  then  alluded  to  the  proposition  of  the  deputies  to 
exclude  all  religious  worship  but  that  of  the  reformed 
church — all  fals«  religion — as  they  expressed  themselves. 

"  Hor  Miijesty,"  said  he,  "  Is  well  dispOHod  to  permit 
some  dxercifie  of  their  religion  to  the  I'apifita.  So  faroa 
regards  my  own  feelings,  if  we  were  now  in  the  bi'gin- 
uiog  !•{  ihe  i-efomiation,  and  the  papacy  were  Btill  L-iitire, 
1  slioald  willingly  concede  such  exorcise  ;  but  now  that 
ihe  papacy  has  been  overthrown,  I  think  it  would  not 
Iw.'  safe  to  give  such  permission.  AVhen  we  wore  dis- 
puting, at  the  time  of  the  pacification  of  Ghent,  whether 
the  I'opish  religion  should  be  partially  permitted,  the 
I'rince  of  Otange  aan  of  tlie  afflt-vmlive  apimon  :  but  I, 
who  was  then  at  Antwerp,  enlertained   the   contrary 


•'  But,"  said  one  of  the  deputies — pleased  to  find  that 
Walaiiigham  was  more  of  their  way  of  thinking  ou  reli- 
gious toleration  than  the  great  Prince  of  Orange  had 
I>"i-n,  Lir  lliiin  Maurice  and  Bameveld  then  were — "but 
ii'T  Mn  j'  (itv  will,  we  hope,  follow  the  advice  of  hor  good 
aiiii  riiiiilul  counsellors." 

■■Til  r..il  you  the  truth,"  answered  Sir  Francis,  "great 
1  iuoos  are  not  always  in«pij*ed  wilh  a  sincere  and 
■  i,inght  !ii>nl;"^it  was  the  third  time  he  had  made  this 
.  [.ISO rva lion — "allhongh,  so  far  an  regards  the  mainte- 
iiituoe  ')f  Ihe  religion  in  the  Netherlnuds,  that  is  u  matter 
lit  noecesity.  Of  that  there  is  no  fear,  since  otherwise 
;ill  the  pious  would  depart,  and  none  would  remain  but 
1  'apistti,  and,  what  is  more,  enemies  of  England.  I'here- 
Ibre  the  (jucen  is  awaro  that  the  religion  must  be 
uintnlained." ' 

tF«  then  advised  the  deputies  to  hand  in  the  memorial 
to  her  Majesty,  without  any  long  »i]>ecchos,  for  which 
there  was  then  no  time  or  opportiniily  ;  and  it  wan  *j>iSi- 

■  -Hrpwiof  UiBncpuUM,'UiIfaf,lMtdl*d.  >\1M, 
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eequetitlr  arranged  that  they  fdionld  hs  prcuentcd  lo  ihs 
Qne«a  as  she  would  be  mounttng  her  house  at  St.  Juots't 
to  ride  to  Richmond. 

Accordingly  on  the  15th  July,  as  her  Maje«l.T  cano 
forth  at  the  gat«.  with  a  throng  of  nobles  and  ladio»— 

joir  IS.    Kome  abont  to  aocompaDv  her  and  eume  bidilnii: 
15*11.      jiei-  j^ea — the  deputies  fell   on  their  hnM* 
before  her.     Notwithstanding  the  advice  of  WalmnghtWr 
Daniel  de  Dieu  was  bent  upon  an  oration. 

"  Oh  iUoelriotis  Queen !  "  he  b^an,  "  tho  churches  of 
the  United  Netherlands " 

He  had  got  do  further,  when  the  Queen,  intemptiBi:! 
exclaimed,  "Oh!  I  beg  you — at  another  time— 1  utnoot 
now  lixten  to  a  apeech.     Lei  me  see  the  lu^iuorinL" 

Daniel  dc  Dieu  then  humbly  presented  ihiit  diHrumMil. 
which  herMajestygraeioui-ly  reoeivud.and  ihea.getthij 
on  horseback  rode  off  to  Hichmond.' 

The  memorial  waa  in  the  nature  of  an  exhortati^m  lo 
sustain  the  I'eligion.  and  to  keep  clear  of  all  ne^tMlim 
with  idolaters  and  unbelievers ;  and  the  niemorialidf 
supported  themaelves  by  copious  reference*  to  llwiteiv- 
noiny.  Proverbs,  Isaiah,  Tiiuolhy,  and  Vanltna,  rrlvinj 
mainly  on  the  case  of  Jebosaphat.  who  ennio  to  dbfimc 
and  disaster  through  hia  treaty  with  the  iilolalniMi  Kinf 
Ahah.      With   regard  to  any  com^meition  witli  Bjnim 
they  oheerved,  in  homely  lanj^iuge.  that  a  Immt 
fears  the  fire :  and  they  assured  the  Que(?:i  thni,  by 
lowing  their  advice,  she  would  gain  a  glorioiu'  and  nP' 
mortal  name,  like  those  of  Dand,  Eaekiel.Jiwuib.MiA 
otheta.  whose  fragntnt  memory,  even  un  pieciuDa  « 
oenae  from  the  aputheoary'a,  enduroth  to  the  end  at  d 
world.' 

It  was  not  BurpriMing  that  Elizabeth,  ReitiBK  < 
horwback  on  tho  Idtli  July.  1588,  with  hor  h«aa  A 
of  Tilbury  Fort  and  Medina  Sidonia,  should  Iwire 
liltle  relish  for  the  aflain  of  Abab  and  Jchomphat, 
for  thoaj  melting  speeches  of  Diomede  and  of  TwB 
to  which  Dr.  Valentine  Dale  on  hia  part  was  U  ll 
moment  invoking  her  attention. 

On  the    2uth   Jnlj   the  deputiea  wera  iufurtuod  bf 
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Leii3e«ter  that  her  Majeaty  would  grant  them  an  inter- 
view, and  tlitkt  they  mitst  coiuo  into  his  quarter    jai^  u, 
of  the  [>alflce  and  await  her  arrival.  ""*■ 

Between  eix  and  seven  in  the  evening  she  came  into 
the  throne-room,  and  the  deputies  again  fell  on  their 
kneee  before  her.' 

She  then  seated  herself — the  deputies  remaining  on 
their  knees  on  her  right  side  and  the  Ear]  of  Leicester 
standing  at  her  left — and  proceeded  to  make  manj-  re- 
marks touching  her  eameHtneNB  in  tlie  {tending  negntia- 
tiona  to  provide  for  their  religious  freedom.  It  seemed 
that,  she  must  have  received  a  hint  from  Waleiugham  on 
the  Buhject. 

"  I  flhall  provide,"  she  said,  "  for  the  maintenance  of 
tiie  reformed  wonihip." 

I)e  Uieu.— "  Tht;  enemy  will  never  oonoede  it." 

The  (^een. — "  1  think  differently." 

De  Dieu, — "There  is  no  place  within  his  dominions 
where  he  haa  permitted  the  exercise  of  the  pure  religion. 
He  has  never  done  so." 

The  Queen. — "He  conceded  it  in  the  pacification  of 
Ghent" 

Db  Bicu. — "  But  ho  did  not  keep  his  agreement.  Don 
John  had  concluded  with  the  States,  hut  said  he  was 
not  held  to  his  proinj>^e,  in  case  he  should  repent;  and 
the  King  wrote  afterwards  to  onr  States,  and  said  tlutt 
he  was  no  longer  hound  to  his  pledge." 

Tlie  Queen. — "  That  is  quite  another  thing." 

De  Dieu.~"  He  has  very  often  broken  his  faith." 

The  Queen. — "  He  shall  no  lunger  he  allowed  to  do 
so.  If  he  does  not  keep  his  word,  that  is  my  affair,  not 
yours.  It  is  my  business  to  find  the  remedy.  Men 
wonld  say,  See  in  what  a  desolation  the  Queen  of  Eng- 
land has  brought  this  poor  people.  As  to  the  freedom 
of  worship,  1  shuuM  have  proposed  throe  or  four  years' 
interval — leaving  it  afterwards  to  the  decision  of  the 
States." 

Do  Dieu. — "  But  tlio  majority  of  the  Btotea  is 
I'onish." 

The  Queen.—"  I  mean  the  States-General,  not  the 
Stttee  of  any  particular  Pre 
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De  Dieu. — "The  greater  part  of  tlie  Statos-Generel 
18  Popish." 

The  Queen. — "  I  mean  the  three  eslates — the  clei;^, 
the  nohles,  and  the  cities."  The  Queen — as  the  dcpntii* 
observed — here  fell  into  an  error.  She  thonght  th»l 
prelatea  of  the  reformed  ehureh,  as  in  Englnnd.  had 
seats  in  the  States-General.  Daniel  de  Dieu  explninnd 
that  they  had  no  such  position. 

The  Queen. — "  Then  how  were  yon  aent  hitter?' 

De  DieiL. — "  \Ve  oame  with  the  consent^  of  Count 
Maurice  of  Nassau." 

The  Queen.—"  And  of  the  Stales?" 

De  Dieu. — "  We  came  with  their  knowli?dse." 

The  Queen, — "Are  you  sent  only  from  Elulland  aaJ 
Zeeland  V  Is  there  no  envoy  from  Utrecht  and  tb« 
other  I'rovinces  ?  " 

HelmiehiuB. — "Wa  two,"  pointing  to  hie  coIleapB 
Sossingius,  "  are  from  Utrecht" 

The  Queen.— "  Whnt?  Is  this  young  man  aliw  • 
minister?"  She  meant  Holmichius,  who  hsd  a  vnij 
Utile  beard,  and  looked  young. 

SossingiuB. — "  He  is  not  so  young  as  ho  looks." 

The  Queen. — '*  Youths  are  sometimes  as  able  m  oil 
men." 

Do   Dion. — "  I    have  heard   our  brother  preu 
France  more  than  fourteen  years  sgo," 

The  Queen.^"  He  must  have  begun  youiig.  Boll 
old  were  you  when  you  firet  became  a  proacher  ?  " 

Hclmichius. — "  Twenty-three  or  twenty-fimr  y«< 
ttge." 

The  Qneen. — "  It  was  with  us.  at  first,  cousidered  I 
Hoandal  that  a  man  so  yonng  as  that  should  be  ftdmittd 
to  the  pulpit.  Our  antagonists  reproached  iw  with  it  b 
a  book  ciuled  '  t^candule  de  r.\ngleIerTO,'  Rayinf;  tlwt  M 
had  none  but  schoolboys  for  minist«rs.  I  iiudentanJ 
that  yon  pi'ay  for  me  as  wsrraly  an  if  I  were  your  son 
reign  princess.  I  think  1  have  done  as  much  tarib 
relifcion  fw  if  1  were  your  Queen." 

Helmichiws, — "  Wo  are  far  from  thinking  othorwiM 
Wa  acknowledge  willingly  your  Ameaty'*  benefit!  « 
our  churvhes." 

The  Quwu. — "1\.  ■wowia.  *^lso  bo  ingratitude  on  jwff 
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HelmichiuB.- — "  Hut  the  King  of  Spain  will  never  keep 
any  pronusu  ahoat  the  religion," 

The  Queen.^"  lie  will  neyer  come  so  far :  he  does 
nothing  but  make  a  noise  on  all  sides.  Item,  I  don't 
think  he  haa  mufh  confidence  in  himKelf." 

De  DiL-u.^"  Your  Majesty  has  many  enemies.  The 
tord  halh  hitherto  supported  jou,  and  we  pray  that  He 
may  continue  to  uphold  your  Majesty," 

The  Queen. — "  1  have  indeed  many  enemies ;  but  I 
make  no  great  acconut  of  them.     Is  there  anything  else 

De  Bieu. — "  There  ts  a  special  point :  it  concerns  oui-, 
■  ■r  rather  your  Majesty's,  city  of  Flushing.  We  hope 
that  Hu(«eliua — (so  he  called  Sir  WiUtsm  Russell}— 
may  be  conlinried  in  its  government,  although  he  wishes 
his  discharge." 

"  Aha !  "  said  the  Queen,  laughing  and  lising  from  her 
scat,  "  1  shall  not  answer  you ;  I  shall  call  some  one  else 


She  then  sumrooned  KnsReU's  sister.  Lady  Warwick. 

"  If  you  could  speak  French,"  said  the  Queen  to  that 
gentlewomitn,  '•  1  should  bid  you  reply  to  these  gentle- 
men, who  beg  that  your  brother  may  remain  in  Flush- 
ing, so  very  agreeable  huA  he  made  himself  to  them." 

The  Queen  was  pleased  to  hear  this  good  opinion  of 
Sir  William,  and  this  request  that  he  mi^t  continue  to 
be  governor  of  Flushing,  because  he  had  uniformly  f.u])- 
|)orted  the  Leiceetar  party,  and  was  at  that  moment  in 
high  quarrel  with  Count  Maurice  and  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  States. 

As  tliu  dej.uties  took  their  leave,  they  requested  an 
jinswer  to  their  memorial,  which  was  graciously  pro- 

TTiree  days  afterwards,  23rd  July,  Walaingham  gave 
them  a  written  answer  lo  their  memorial — conceived  in 
thu  same  sense  as  bad  been  the  expressions  of 
lier  Majesty  and  her  counsellors.     Support  to    ''pasef' 
the  Netherlands  and  stipulations  for  the  ^ve 
exercise  of  their  religion  wore  promised  ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible for  these  deputies  of  tlie  churches  to  obtain  a 
^^uamntee  from  Kngland  that  the  Popish  religion  should 

Ittpi-rlof  ftoA-pullM  of  (he  Kfliiurlninl  Clinrtbei,'  InBui,  ttt/WlKH. 
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be  excluded  &oid  the  ProTitices.  in  oaae  of  « 
issue  to  the  Queen's  negotiutiun  with  Spain.* 

And  thus  dnring  all  thoee  eventful  <uys — tit  btf  Matb 
of  Juiy  and  the  first  uveh  f/  Angiut — the  cJerinl  d((HiU- 
tion  remained  in  England,  indulging  in  volamiaoos  pr»- 
tocols  and  lenglbened  conveisations  with  the  Qooen  od 
the  pmu-'lpal  membera  of  her  ^venunoat.  H  ia  aston- 
ishing, in  thut  breathless  interval  of  history,  that  » 
tnnob  time  cuuld  be  found  for  qnilltliiving  and  on- 
tor^. 

Nevertheless,  both  in  Holland  and  E^nglond.  then  W 
been  other  work  than  protocoUing.  One  thii>h  of  |»- 
triotism  moved  the  breast  of  both  nations.  A  loogi^E  ta 
grapple,  once  for  all,  with  the  great  enemy  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  inspired  both.  In  Holland,  tin*  Statot- 
General  and  all  the  men  to  whom  the  people  looked  tot 
guidance,  had  been  long  deprecating  the  pesce-ncgotli^ 
tions.  Extiaordinary  suppliea — miire  than  had  «vtf 
Seen  granted  before — wer«  voted  for  the  expenaea  of  Ihs 
ciuupaign ;  and  Maurice  of  Nassau,  fitly  eiubudyit^  dw 
warlike  tendencieB  of  his  country  and  nee,  liad  two 
mo«t  importunate  with  Queen  Elizabeth  that  ahn  wooM 
accept  hu  services  and  his  advice.'  Armed  vcmmIb  of 
every  size,  frim  the  gun-boat  to  the  galleon  of  ISOO  t«ni 
— then  the  mo«t  imposing  ship  in  ihone  waters — nfunvd 
in  all  the  ostuariee  and  rivers,  and  along  the  Daidt  and 
Flemish  const,  bidding  defiance  to  Fanna  and  hia  am^ 
ments  ;  and  oSero  of  a  laige  contingent  boia  the  flacli 
of  .Toost  de  Moor  and  Juetinos  do  Nitsean,  to  aerva  vaim 
Seymour  and  Howard,  were  freely  muda  by 
General. 

It  wiis  de4'iiled  early  in  July,  by  the  board 
presided  over  by  Prince  Manrice,  that  the  h 

rigged   vessels  of  Ilulland  and  Zetland  iJu ^ 

between  England  and  the  Flemish  omst.  utitiiidu  llw 
liauks ;  that  a  Mj^uailnm  of  lesser  Khi|i8  slniiild  lie  -InH-rt^ 
within  the  banks ;  and  tliat  a  fliwl  of  eluoiw  and  fly-boMli 
should  hover  closo  in  shore,  about  Fliibiiiug  omI  Uan- 
niekeriH.  All  the  war-veBsels  of  the  litllt*  tvpnbUt!  wtw 
thus  fully  employed.  But.  busidua  thin  arraii 
Maurice  was  empowered  to  lay  an  cmUu 

■  ■Kcp«1.'aii.iiUiii|i  itte.! 
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penally  he  chose  aud  during  iiia  pleasuro— on  all  equare- 
rig^wl  veasels  over  :100  ttius,  in  order  that  there  might 
U*  an  adiiirional  supply  in  ease  of  need,  Ninety  ehips 
of  wjir  under  Warmond,  admiral,  and  Van  der  Does, 
vipe-iulniiral  of  llollaud ;  and  JuHtinus  de  Kassau, 
Bdmiml,  aud  Joost  de  Moor,  vice-admiral  of  Zeelaiid ; 
t^ethtr  with  fifty  merchant-vesselB  of  the  best  and 
strongest,  equipped  and  umied  for  active  service,  com- 
posed u  fdmiidable  fleet.' 

The  StateB-Gcueral,  a  month  hefore,  had  sent  tvrenty- 
five  or  thirty  good  shipa,  nnder  Admiral  Rosendael,  to 
join  Lord  Henry  Seymour,  then  cruising  between  Dover 
and  Calais.  A  tempest  drove  them  back,  and  their 
absence  from  Lord  Henry's  fleet  being  misinterpreted  by 
iLi>  Ilnglisb,  the  States  were  censured  fur  ingratitude 
i(id  want  of  good  faith.  But  tho  injustice  of  the  atcusa- 
:ir.ii  waa  Botiu  made  manifest,  for  these  veBsels,  reinforcing 
■111.'  great  Dutch  fleet  outside  thehauks,  did  better  Hervico 
ilian  they  could  have  done  in  the  straits.  A  squadron 
uf  strung  well-armed  vets^els,  having  on  lioard,  in  addi- 
ti(>n  to  their  regular  equipment,  a  picked  force  of  twelve 
hundred  rousketeers,  long  accustomed  to  this  peculiu' 
kind  of  naval  warfare,  with  crews  of  giim  Zeclanders, 
who  Iiad  fai'ed  Alva  and  Valdez  in  their  day,  now  kept 
cluiie  watch  over  Karaese,  determined  that  he  tdiould 
never  thrust  his  face  out  of  any  haven  or  nook  on  the 
l^.qOMrt  EO  long  as  they  should  be  in  existence  to  prevent 

^^t-  Aji<1  '°  Engltind  tlie  protmcted  diplomacy  at  Ostend, 
MlH-timed  though  it  was.  had  not  jiaralyzed  the  arm  or 
chilled  the  heart  of  the  nation.     When  the  great  Queen, 
arousing  herself  from  the  delusion  in  which  the  false- 
hoods of  Famese  and  of  Philip  had  lulled  her,  should 

I  Sv  nioo  tf  tbr  Bokij  itllTlralty.  bf       "He  ponviiil,  ptmr  nion  devoir  Tflu 
tan  tnleiiUvu  id  tinsQuepn,  'a  oumlwEtre   etiaiU  mgotltititm  tie  jai^  qui  fngcni^ra 
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once  more  repreBBut — as  no  man  or  womaa  bettor  than 
EJiKdlx'th  Tudor  could  represent — the  do&aDce  of  England 
to  foreign  iiinoleuce  :  tlie  resolve  of  a  whole  people  to 
die  rather  tLon  yield ;  there  was  a  ihrill  of  joy  through 
the  national  heart.  When  the  enforced  restraint  wa»at 
lost  taken  off,  there  was  one  Iwiuid  towards  the  enemy. 
Few  more  mE^:nificent  spectacles  have  been  seen  in 
history  than  the  enthusianu  which  pervaded  the  country 
as  the  great  danger,  so  long  deferred,  was  felt  at  tict  tii 
be  closely  approaching.  The  little  nation  of  fourmilliona, 
the  merry  England  of  the  sixteenth  centuty,  went  Ihr- 
ward  to  the  death-grapple  with  its  gigantic  antiifCaniiit 
as  cheerfully  ad  to  a  long-eiqwctcd  holiday.  Spain  wm 
a  Tast  empire,  overshudL-wrug  the  world ;  Engbmd,  in 
comparison,  but  a  province  ;  yet  nothing  fxtuld  etuipHa 
the  steadiness  with  which  the  conflict  was  awaited. 

For,  during  all  the  months  of  suspense,  the  aoMien 
and  sailors,  and  meuiy  statesmen  of  England,  had  depro- 
catcd,  even  as  the  Holkuiders  had  been  doing,  the 
dangeroRs  delays  of  Ostcnd.  Elizabeth  was  not  fiia- 
bodying  the  national  instinct,  when  she  talked  of  pMKOi 
and  shi'ank  penuriously  from  the  oxpemsea  of  «mr. 
There  was  much  disappointment,  even  itidignntion,  at 
the  slothful neaa  with  which  the  prenaratioas  for  defomia 
went  on.  during  the  period  when  tAere  wu«  yi-t  tinw.-  tii 
make  them.  It  was  feared  with  justice  thiit  Eni^huul, 
utterly  unfortified  as  were  its  cities,  and  defended  only 
by  its  little  navy  without,  and  by  untaught  t-iithuHiasni 
within,  might,  after  all,  prove  an  easier  couciuoiit  than 
Holland  and  Zeoland,  every  town  in  whose  territtitr 
bristled  wifh  fortifications.  If  the  English  sliipa — mil- 
trained  and  swift  sailers  as  they  were — were  unpnirided 
with  spars  and  oordoge,  beef  and  biscuit.  powd(v  Ukd 
shot,  and  the  militia-men,  however  vnthnsiaslic,  vn-tv 
neither  drilled  nor  armed,  was  it  so  very  (-ertain.  afler 
all,  that  sticcosBful  resistiuiuc  would  bo  made  to  tho  gtvM 
Armada,  and  to  the  veteran  pikemen  and  muAkeUon 
of  Fameee,  seasoneil  on  a  hundred  battle-fields,  aad 
equipped  as  for  a  tournament?  There  wan  grtterotw 
confidence  and  chivalrous  loyalty  on  the  part  of  Elun- 
beth's  naval  and  military  commanders :  but  there  bti 
been  deep  regret  and  disappoinlnient  at  her  oonnm. 

Hawkins  was  auxions,  all   through   the  wiiil4r  nA 
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spring,  to  cruiee  with  ft  siuhII  squadron  off  the  coast  of 
Spain.  With  a  dozon  vessels  he  undertook  to  "  ditttress 
anything  (bat  went  through  the  eeas,"  The  cost  of  mich 
a  squadron,  with  eighteen  huncb'ed  men,  to  be  relieved 
every  four  months,  he  estimated  at  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  pounds  sterling  the  month,  or  a  shilling  u  day 
for  each  man ;  and  it  would  he  a  very  unlucky  month, 
be  said,  in  which  thoy  did  not  make  cupturca  to  three 
times  ihut  amount ;  for  they  would  sec  nothing  that 
would  not  be  presently  their  own.  "  We  might  have 
peace,  but  not  with  God."  said  the  pious  old  uluve-trader ; 
"  but  rather  than  serve  Baal,  let  us  die  a  thousand 
deaths.  Let  us  have  open  war  with  these  Jesuits,  and 
every  man  will  contribute,  fight,  devise,  or  do,  for  the 
liberty  of  our  country." ' 

And  it  was  open  war  with  the  Jesuits  for  which  those 
stont'-heartod  sailors  longed.  All  were  afraid  of  secret 
mischief.  The  diplomatists — who  were  known  to  be 
flitting  alxiut  France,  Flanders,  Scotland,  and  England — 
wore  birda  of  ill  omen.  King  James  was  beset  by  a 
thousand  bribes  and  expostulations  to  avenge  his  mother's 
death ;  and  although  that  mother  had  murdered  his 
father,  and  done  her  best  to  disinherit  himself,  yet  it 
was  feared  that  S|>aniBh  ducats  might  induce  him  to  be 
true  to  bis  mother's  revenge,  and  false  to  the  reformed 
religion.'  Nothing  of  good  was  hoped  for  fiom  France. 
"  For  my  part,"  said  Lord  AdminU  Howard,  "  I  liava 
mnilo  of  the  French  King,  the  Scottish  King,  and  the 
King  of  Spain,  a  trinity  uiat  I  mean  never  to  trust  to 
be  saved  by,  and  I  would  that  others  were  of  my 
opinion."* 

Tho  noble  sailor,  on  whom  bo  much  responsibility 
rested,  yet  who  was  so  trammelled  and  thwarted  by  the 
timid  and    parsimonious  policy  of  Elizabeth    and    of 
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Burgbley,  cliafed  and  shnok  his  ohains  like  ft  captivt. 
"Since  Engliinil  was  England,"  he  exclainu^  "tiidru 
wan  never  such  a  stratagem  and  mask  to  deceive  her  aa 
thia  treaty  of  peace,  I  piay  God  that  we  do  not  cane 
for  this  a  long  grey  baud  with  a,  white  h<Hu)  willwa. 
that  will  niako  all  the  world  think  us  heartless.  Yoii 
know  whom  I  mean.'"  And  it  certainly  wa«  not  dilficnlt 
to  understand  the  aUosion  to  the  pondering  I^td-lVda- 
snrer. — '*Opwi  est  aliquo  DofiaJo,  to  direct  ua  out  cf  the 
niaze,"*a(ud  th&t  much  puzzled  statcBman  :  but  he  hardly 
seomed  to  be  making  himself  wings  with  which  lo  lift 
Enghind  and  himself  out  of  the  l»b>Tiiith.  The  ithitM 
were  good  tihips,  but  there  was  intolerable  delay  m 
getting  a  sufficient  number  of  them  as  ready  for  action 
as  was  the  spirit  of  their  commanders. 

"  Oar  abips  dii  show  like  gallants  here,"  said  WinttT; 
"  it  woald  do  a  man'n  heart  good  to  behold  them.  Would 
to  God  the  Prince  of  Fannft  were  on  the  ae4i3  with  all 
his  forces,  and  we  in  sight  of  them  I  You  shonld  heu 
that  we  would  make  his  enterprise  very  unplvaatnt  la 
him.'" 

And  Howard,  too,  was  delighted  not  only  wht  hi* 
own  little  flag-ship  the  Ark-!ioi/,il^"  the  odd  ihip  of  Uw 
world  for  all  conditions," — but  with  all  nf  his  Qtusi  that 
could  be  mustered.  Although  wondent  were  rupoi1«d, 
by  every  arrival  from  the  south,  of  the  coming  Anuada, 
the  Lord-Admiral  was  not  appalled.  He  was  pcrtu^n 
rather  imprudent  in  the  defiance  he  fltmg  to  the  euetny, 
"Let  me  have  the  four  great  ships  and  twenty  fao^ 
with  but  twenty  men  a-picoe,  and  each  with  bnl  twit 
iron  pieces,  and  her  Majesty  shall  have  a  gi.Hid  aoconDt 
of  the  Spanish  forces;  and  I  will  make  the  King  iritk 
his  galleys  home  again.  Few  as  we  are.  if  bis  fnm* 
be  not  hiindriida,  we  will  make  good  sport  with  them."* 

But  thoKe  four  great  ships  of  her  Mnjestj',  bo  mni-ll 
longed  for  by  Howard,  were  not  forthcoming.  I]o  ooai- 
jilained  that  the  Queun  was  "  keeping  them  to  pnitMt 
riiatham  Cburoli  withal,  when  they  sliould  be  wrnn{ 

ril^"^    to  W»l-=rtu^  ua-  l-t       .3lrWULWi,»tolI„W-.?^ 
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their  turn  abroad." '  The  SpaaiBh  fleet  was  already  re- 
ported as  numl>eriug  from  210  sail,  with  3ii,t>00  men.' 
to  40i»  or  500  ships,  and  80,000  aoldieiB  and  mariiieni:' 
and  yet  Drake  was  not  ready  with  hia  aqnadron.  *■  The 
fkult  is  not  in  him,"  said  Howard,  "  but  I  pray  God  her 
Majeoty  do  not  repent  her  slack  dealing.  We  must  all 
lie  t<^ther,  for  we  shall  be  stirred  very  shortly  with 
hL'ave  lio  1  I  foar  ere  long  her  Majesty  will  be  sorry 
lihe  hath  believed  some  so  much  as  she  hath  done."' 

Ui.tward  had  got  to  sea.  and  was  cruising  all  the 
stormy  month  of  March  in  the  Channel  with  hia  little 
unprepared  sqnadron,  expecting  at  any  moment — such 
was  the  profound  darkness  which  enveloped  the  world 
at  that  day— that  the  sails  of  the  Armada  might  appear 
in  tlie  oiling  He  made  a  visit  to  the  Ihiteh  coast,  and 
was  Jelight«?d  wilh  the  enthnaiasra  with  which  he  was 
received.  Five  thousand  people  a  day  camo  on  board 
his  ships,  full  of  congratulation  and  delight ;  and  he  in- 
formed I  he  Queen  that  she  was  not  more  assured  of  the 
Isle  of  Sheppey  than  of  Walcheren.' 

NeverlhiilesB  time  wore  on.  and  both  the  army  and 
navy  of  England  were  quite  unprepared,  and  the  Queen 
was  more  reluciant  than  ever  to  incur  the  expense 
neceawary  to  the  defence  of  her  kingdom.  At  least  one 
of  those  galloyB,  which,  as  Howard  bitterly  complained, 
t«emed  destined  to  defend  Chatham  Church,  was  im- 
poiltinatdly  demanded;  but  it  was  already  Easter-day 
(17th  ApriCl,  and  she  was  demanded  in  vain.  "  Lord  ! 
when  vlioiild  she  serve,"  said  the  Admiral,  "if  not  at  such 
a  time  as  this?  Either  she  is  fit  now  to  serve,  or  fit  for 
the  fire.  1  hops  never  in  my  time  to  see  so  great  a 
cause  for  lier  to  be  used.  I  dare  say  her  Majesty  will 
lottk  fhat  men  should  fight  for  her,  and  I  know  they 
wUl  at.  this  time.  The  King  of  Spain  duth  not  keep 
any  ship  at  home,  either  of  bis  own  or  any  other,  that 
he  car  get  for  mohey.  Well,  well,  I  must  pray  heartily 
for  peace,"  said  Howard  with  increasing  spleen,  "  for  I 


^- 
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see  the  support  of  an  honourable  war  will  never  appear. 
Spariiig  anil  war  liave  no  affinity  together." ' 

In  truth  Elizabeth's  most  faithful  Eruhjects  were 
appalled  at  the  ruin  which  she  eeciued  by  her  luifitA^en 
policy  to  be  rendering  inevitable.  "  I  am  sorry,"  said 
the  Admiral,  "that  her  Majesty  is  so  careless  of  this 
most  dangerous  time.  1  fear  me  much,  and  with  gri^f 
1  think  it,  that  she  relietU  on  a  hope  that  will  deceive 
her,  and  gi'eatly  endanger  her,  and  then  it  will  not  bo 
her  money  nor  her  jewels  tliat  will  help  ;  for  as  tbry 
will  do  good  in  time,  bo  they  will  help  nothing  fur  the 
redeeming  of  lime,"' 

The  preparations  on  shore  were  even  more  dilatoty 
than  thuse  on  the  sea.  We  have  seen  that  thtt  Dnku  irf 
Parma,  once  landed,  expected  to  march  directly  upua 
London;  and  it  was  notorious  tliat  tberu  wi^re  no 
fortresses  to  oppose  a  march  of  the  first  gcimral  in 
Europe  and  his  veterans  upon  that  unproti-cted  and 
wealthy  metropolis.  An  army  hod  been  i-urolled— » 
force  of  86.01(>  foot,  and  13.831  oavalry :  but  it  was  an 
army  on  paper  merely.  Even  of  the  SG.OOO,  only  4*»,WiO 
were  set  down  as  trained;  and  it  is  certain  thai  tho 
training  hod  been  of  the  most  meagre  and  iinsatitiEKlonr 
description.'  Leicester  was  to  be  commandcr-in-chiot ; 
but  we  have  already  seen  that  nobleman  moasunng 
himself,  not  much  to  his  advantage,  with  Aleiandnr 
Fameae,  in  the  Isle  of  Bommel,  on  the  sands  of  Itlacken- 
burg,  and  at  the  gates  of  Sluj-s.  His  army  wae  lo  €»n< 
sist  of  27.000  infantry  and  2000  horse;  yet  at  mid- 
Bumraer  it  had  not  reached  half  that  number.  Lord 
Chamberlain  HunMlon  was  to  protect  tho  Queen's  ptinan 
with  another  army  of  36.000  ;  but  this  force  was  pundT 
an  imaginary  one ;  and  the  lord -lieu  tenant  of  mc9 
county  was  to  do  his  best  wifh  the  militia.  Rut  men 
were  perpetually  escaping  out  of  the  general  Borvii.'^ 
ill  order  to  make  tlieniNelves  rotainera'  for  jinvntn  luihle- 
men,  and  be  kept  at  their  expense.  "  You  eliall  hanlly 
believe,  said  Leicester.  "  how  many  new  livirriiM  hi 
gotten  within  those  six  weeks,  and  no  man  lemn  thi 
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jienalty.  It  would  be  belter  that  every  nobleman  did 
a^  Loi-d  DacrfB,  than  to  take  away  from  the  prinoipal 
service  such  as  are  Bet  down  to  serve."' 

Of  enthuKiaem  an<l  courage,  then,  there  waa  enongb, 
white  of  drill  and  discipline,  of  powder  and  shot,  there 
was  a  deficiency.  No  Imiver  or  more  competent  soldier 
could  be  found  than  Sir  Edward  Stanley — the  man 
whom  we  have  seen  in  bis  yellow  jerkin,  helping  him- 
self into  Fort  Zutphen  with  tLe  Spanish  soldier's  pike — 
and  yet  Sir  EdwaM  Stanley  gfive  but  a  sorry  account  of 
the  cboiceet  soldiers  of  Chester  and  Lancashire,  whum 
he  had  been  sent  lo  inspect.  "  I  find  them  not,"  lie 
said,  "according  to  your  expectation,  nor  mine  own 
liking.  They  were  appointed  two  years  past  to  have 
been  trained  six  days  by  the  year  or  more,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  rauster-maiiter,  biit,  as  yet.  they  have  not 
been  trmiad  one  day,  bo  that  they  have  benefited  nothing, 
yet  know  their  leaders.  There  is  now  promise  of 
indment,  which,  T  doubt,  will  be  very  slow,  in  ve- 
to my  Lord  Derby's  absence.''' 

My  Lord  Derby  was  at  that  moment,  and  for  many 
months  afterwards,  assisting  Valentine  Dale  in  his 
classical  prolusions  on  the  sanda  of  Bonvboui^.  lie  had 
better  have  been  mustering  the  train-bands  of  Lancashire. 
There  was  a  general  indieposition  in  the  rural  districts 
to  expend  money  and  time  in  military  bui^iness,  until 
the  necessity  should  become  imperative.  I'riifessional 
Roldiers  complained  bittei'ly  of  the  canker  of  a  long 
peace.  "  For  our  long  quietness,  which  it  hath  pleased 
{iod  to  send  ns,"  said  Stanley,  "they  think  their  money 
very  ill  bestoweil  which  they  expend  on  armoui-  or 
weapon,  for  that  they  be  in  hope  they  shall  never  have 
occasion  to  nee  it.  m  they  may  pass  murter,  as  they  have 
done  heretofore.  I  want  greatly  powder,  for  there  is 
little  or  none  at  all."* 
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Tho  day  was  fast  approaching  when  all  the  powder 
in  England  would  be  too  little  for  thp  demnnd.  Bol 
rnatttnt  had  not  very  much  mended  even  at  mitlsiimineT, 

J  It  is  true  that  Ivoicester,  who  wa«  upt  to  be 

i>  ■''"'■  sanguine — particularly  in  matters  nndor  Lis 
immediate  control — spoke  of  the  handful  iif 
recruits  asHC-mbled  at  his  camp  in  EsHex,  an  "  iioldieTB 
of  a  year's  experience,  rather  than  n  month's  cnioiiinjt ;" 
but  in  this  opinion  he  difiored  from  many  comjwteat 
authorities,  and  was  Boraewhat  in  contradiction  to 
himnplf.  NevertheloBS  he  was  glad  that  tho  Qnom 
had  determined  to  visit  him,  and  encoumg©  his  sol- 
diera. 

"  1  have  received  in  sacret,"  he  said,  "  those  uawt 
that  please  me.  that  your  Majesty  doth  intend  to  hehoM 
the  poor  and  bare  company  that  lie  here  in  the  fieldi 
most  willingly  to  serve  you,  yea.  most  ready  to  di«  fof 
yoM.  You  shall,  dear  Lady,  behold  as  goodly,  loyal, 
and  as  able  men  as  any  prince  Chrisftian  can  show  ymi, 
and  yet  but  a  handful  of  your  own,  in  comparison  of  iho 
rest  yon  have.  What  comfort  not  only  tlicsc  shall  re- 
ceive who  (ihall  be  the  happiest  to  behold  yourself  1 
cannot  express;  but  assuredly  it  will  give  no  smiill 
comfort  to  the  rest,  that  shall  bo  ovomhined  with  ibo 
beams  of  ao  graeioiw  and  prinonly  a  party,  for  wbat 
your  royal  Majesty  shall  do  to  these  will  be  ticonptsd  h 
done  to  all.  Good  sweet  Qneen,  alter  not  yonr  pnipDM, 
if  God  give  ynu  health,  It  will  bo  your  pain  for  tha 
time,  but  your  pleasure  to  behold  such  peoptt?.  AikI 
surely  the  place  must  content  you,  being  as  fair  a  aoH 
and  as  gotxlly  a  prospect  as  may  be  seen  or  fuund.  M 
this  extreme  weather  hath  made  trial,  which  doth  W 

I"  ;«u.  bui  It  ta  u  Uu  u  vUe  Oo^vl  nt  Piim  glm  Out  1m>i  hopt  I*  ih* 

ot  St.  John,    Thm  li  •  inal  mnt  at  vorld  ol  ll,  Uk^  will  nil  thni  dun 

P'lwdn,  uxt  BO  bn[w  n(  aniiiily.  ncriii  ibnir  mni."    Muob  riii.nixfHmi 

ttnil  Milch   tan   lia   muiufiioliiml   In  vu  glvto  u  Hiillp  bj-ib 

Rnjiukl."  Aril  rto  IjiBdrau,  AvrtI,  ISBB.  loraltj  nf 
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tittle  annoyance,  it  ia  bo  firm  and  dry  a  ground.  Your 
usber  alao  liketh  ycur  lodging— a  proper,  secret,  cleanly 
honse.  Your  camp  is  a  little  inilu  olf,  and  your  jxsrsou 
will  be  as  sure  aa  at  St.  Jainc^'u,  fur  my  life."  ' 

But  notwithstanding  tliia  cheeifiil  view  of  the  position 
expressed  by  the  commander-in-ohief,  the  month  of  July 
had  jMssef),  and  the  earti/  days  of  Angimt  had  already 
Birivtid ;  and  j'et  the  camp  was  Dot  formed,  nor  any- 
Ibing  more  than  that  mere  handful  of  troops  mnatered 
about  Tilbnry,  to  defend  the  road  from  Dover  to  Lon- 
don. The  army  at  'I'ilbnry  never  eJEcecded  sixteen  or 
[',  JBTeateen  thouaand  men.' 

^^b'The  whole  royal  navy-^niimborJng  about  thirty-four 

^^nmls  in  all — oi  diflerent  eizcs.  ranging  from  1 100  and 

I      1000  tons  to  30,  had  at  last  been  got  ready  for  eeii.     Its 

a^rc^te  tonnage  was  11,820;*  not  half  tio  much  as  at 

the  present  moment — in  the   case  of  one  maTvellona 

merchant  steamer — flouts  upon  a  single  keel. 

These  vobkbIs  carried  8^7  guns  and  6279  men.  But 
llie  navy  was  reinforced  by  the  patriotism  and  liberality 
<ir  Englii^b  merchants  and  private  gentlemen.  The  city 
•  if  London,  having  been  requested  to  furtiish  15  ships  of 
WW  and  5000  men,  asked  two  days  for  delibeTRtion,  and 
then  gave  ^d  ships  and  10,000  men,'  of  which  number 
2710  wore  seamen,  tHher  citiex,  particularly  I'lymouth, 
came  forward  with  proportionate  liberality,  and  private 
individuals,  nobles,  merchants,  and  men  of  humblest 
rank,  were  entbusiaetic  in  volunteering  into  the  naval 
itervieo,  to  risk  property  and  life  in  defence  of  the 
country.  By  raideummor  there  bad  been  a  total  force 
of  lSt7  vesaols  manned,  and  partially  equijiped.  with 
an  aggregat*  of  29,744  tons,  and  15,785  senmen.  Of 
this  fleet  a  very  large  number  were  mere  eoaaters 
of  lees  than  100  tons  each;  scarcely  ten  Khips  were 
iibitve  500,  and  but  one  aI>ove  1000  tons^tlie  J'fiumfi/i, 
( 'lip tain    Frobialier,    of  1100   tons,   42    guns,   and  500 

Lord  Howard  of  Effingham,  Lord  High-Admiral  of 
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Knglaud,  distiuguikhed  fur  his  uuirtiBl  chontctor,  pnblio 
spirit,  and  admirable  temper,  raOior  than  for  cspuricnoa 
or  skill  as  a  eeoman,  took  comiaiintl  of  the  whule  tied, 
ill  hie  "  little  odd  ship  fur  all  conditions,"  the  Ark  Magai, 
of  800  tons,  425  sailors,  and  .'i.^  guns. 

Next  in  rank  was  ^'ice-Admii-ul  Drake,  in  the  /fremjK,, 
of  500  tons,  250  men  and  40  guns.  Lunl  Henry  Sey- . 
moiir,  in  the  Kainboie,  of  precisely  the  same  lazo  nodt 
Btrenglh,  commanded  the  inner  squadron,  wbich  onuMdi 
in  the  ncighhourhood  of  the  French  and  Flemish  oomtiL  k 

The  Hollanders  and  Zeelandera  bad  uudiTtakeii  toj 
blockade  tho  Duke  of  Parma  still  more  closely,  taii 
pledged  themselves  that  he  should  never  veuturo  t«j 
Bhow  himself  upon  the  open  8ea  at  all.  llie  aoidi  of- 
the  fjoheldt,  and  the  dangerous  shallows  off  the  CfMt  i 
of  Newport  and  Dunkirk,  swarmed  with  their  deto^ 
mined  and  well-seasoned  craft,  from  the  Hybootcr  a 
filibuster  of  the  rivers,  to  the  larger  umied  TOBMfa 
bnilt  to  confront  every  daugur,  and  lo  deal  with  nag' 
adversary. 

FiuTiese,  on  his  part,  within  that  wellgnanlpd  t 
torj",  had,  for  months  long,  scai-cely  alucki'unl  in  hb 
preparations,  day  or  night.  Whole  foivsta  hud  Wn 
lulled  in  the  land  of  Waasto  furnish  him  with  trmucpuiltt 
and  giin'boats,  and  with  such  rapidity,  ihiit — aoourdiuf 
to  his  enthusiastic  historiogmphor— each  ii-ee  mnaa 
by  magic  to  metamoiiihosc  itself  into  a  ve*«d  ol  t 
word  of  command.'  ShipbiiililerB,  pilots,  and  mm 
were  brought  from  the  Baltic,  from  Itambni^, 
Genoa.  Tho  whole  surfjioe  of  the  olx-dient  Ni'^thcrlai 
whenc«  wholesome  industry  hud  long  hcon  I 
was  now  iho  scene  of  a  prodigious  balcfitl  ■ 
Portable  bri<lgi!B  for  fording  the  rivors  of  ' 
stnckridfs  for  entrenohmtinte,  rafts  and  oars,  vret 
vided  iu  vast  nnmherv,  and  Aloxandf  r  dug  utu 

widened  natural  streams  to  faeililalo   his  i^tien .^ 

"Thewe  wj-etehed  Provinces,  crippled,  impiivi-nsliad,  las* 
gntuhiiig  for  peace,  were  forced  to  contribtilo  otit  li 
their  poveily,  and  to  find  slrcngth  even  iu  thoir  tx-* 
haustion,  to  furnish  the  machinery  for  dMvtmjiug  their 
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uwn    countrymen,  and  for  liiuiing  to  perdition   tbeii 
Ditint  liojihhful  Doighbour. 

And  thi»  approaching  deatniction  of  England — now 
generally  believed  in — waa  like  the  sound  of  a  trumpet 
throngliuut  Catholic  Europe.  Scions  of  roj'al  houiieti, 
grandees  of  azure  blood,  tlte  bastard  of  Philip  II.,  tho 
bastard  of  Sayoy,  tho  bastard  of  Modici,  the  Margrave  of 
Bnrghaut,  the  Archduke  Charles,  nephew  of  the  Em- 

Siror,  tho  Princes  of  Aacoli  and  of  Melfi,  the  Prince  of 
orocou,  and  others  of  illutttrious  name,  with  many  a 
noble  English  traitor,  like  Paget,  and  Weetmoreland,  and 
Stanley,  all  hurried  to  the  camp  of  Famese,  as  to  aome 
famous  tournament,  in  which  it  was  a  di^ace  to  chi- 
valry if  their  names  were  not  enrolled.  The  roads  were 
tiauinled  with  levies  of  fresh  troops  from  Spain,  Naples, 
Corefco,  the  States  of  the  Church,  the  Milanese,  Ger- 
maDT,  Bni;giindy. 

Bias  Capiziicca  was  sent  in  person  to  conduct  rein- 
fiiroeiaenta  from  the  north  of  Italy.  Tho  famous  Teraio 
of  Naples,  under  Carlos  Pinelo,  arrived  3500  strong — 
the  most  splendid  regiment  ever  known  in  tho  history 
of  war.  Every  man  hud  on  engraved  corslet  and 
musket-barrel,  and  there  were  many  who  wore  gilded 
armour,  while  their  waving  phimes  and  festive  capa- 
risons made  them  look  like  holiday-makers,  rather  than 
real  campaigners,  in  the  eyes  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
various  cities  through  which  their  road  led  them  to 
Flanders.'  By  the  end  of  April  tlie  Duke  of  Parma  saw 
tmuKelf  at  the  head  of  <30,000  men,  at  a  monthly  eiLpense 
of  454.315  crowns  or  dollars.'  Yet  so  rapid  was  the 
progress  of  disease — incident  to  uorlhem  oliraales — 
among  those  southeni  soldiers,  that  we  shall  find  the 
number  woefnDy  diminished  before  they  were  likely  to 
sot  foot  upon  the  English  shore. 

llins  great  preparations,  simultaneously  with  pompous 
negotiations,  had  been  going  forward  month  after  month, 
inlCuglaiid,  Holland,  Flanders.  Nevertheless,  winter, 
spring,  twu-thirds  of  summer,  had  passed  away,  and  on 
the  29lli  July,  1588,  there  remained  the  same  eiukeiiing 

'  C>rnFri>,-Gui'miidFFI>nilH'<]E3S).    ItBI,    <Ai<:b.  dc  Blmancu.  MS.)    Coo- 


434 


THE  UNITED  NETHERLANDS. 


Chap.  JXUl 


uncertainty,  which  was  the  atmosphere  in  which  ihe 
nations  had  existed  for  a  twelvemonth. 

Howard  had  cruised  for  a  few  weeks  between  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  without  any  results,  and,  on  his  return, 
had  found  it  necessary  to  implore  her  Alajestr,  as  late  as 
July,  to  '*  trust  no  more  to  Judas'  kisses,  but  to  her 
sword,  not  her  enemy's  word." ' 

^  Howard  to  WalilDgbam,       "**i  1698,  In  Bjutuw,  atl. 
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^  It  isE 


is  now  time  to  look  in  upon  the  elderly  letter-writer 
the  Esooriul,  antl  fice  Iiow  be  wa:i  playing  his  pait  hi 
tlie  diuma. 

His  counseUom  were  very  few.  His  chief  advieera 
were  rallier  like  privale  seoretaTies  ihaii  cabinet  miniB- 
ters;  for  PhTlip  had  bi-en  withdrawing  more  and  moie 
iuto  Becliieion  and  mystery  as  thu  wt-hwurk  of  his  schemf^u 
multiplied  and  widened.  Ho  liked  to  do  his  woik, 
assisted  by  a  very  few  confidential  servants.  Tho  rrinco 
of  F!boli,  the  famous  Buy  Qomez,  was  dead.  So  was 
Cardinal  Grnnvelle.  So  were  Braaso  and  Uelyado.  flia 
midnight  council —/rw-fu  de  ttoche—tut  thus,  from  ita 
original  hour  of  aseembling,  and  the  air  of  secrecy  in 
which  it  was  enwrapped,  it  waa  habitually  called — was 
a  triumvtnite.  Don  iluuu  do  Idlaqticz  was  chief  searo- 
t^ry  of  alate  and  of  war;  the  Coimt  de  C'liinchon  was 
minister  for  the  household,  for  It^ian  affairs,  and  for  the 
kingdom  of  Aragon  ;  Don  Criatoval  de  Moura,  tho 
monarch's  chief  favotirile,  was  at  the  head  of  the  finance 
department,  and  administered  Uie  affairs  of  rortugal  and 
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The  preaideiit  of  the  council  of  Italy,  after  GranvcDc'i 
death,  was  Quirc^a,  cardinal  of  Toledo,  and  iuiiuiitiur- 
general.'  EnormouBly  long  letters,  in  the  Eiog'ii  hmw,' 
wore  prepjired  cbieHy  by  iho  two  secrctariua,  Idiaqnu 
and  Moura.  lu  their  hnnds  was  tbo  vast  oorreitixmdvBt* 
with  Mendoza  and  I'arma,  and  OlivareE  at  Buute,  Ui4 
with  Mncio,  in  which  alt  the  stratagMus  fur  the  tvlim 
gation  of  Protestant  Europe  were  slowly  and  artisticul] 
contrived.  Of  the  great  conspiracy  against  hnrnanlibciW, 
of  which  the  Pope  and  I'hilip  were  tl»e  double  ha 
this  midnight  trinrnvirate  waa  the  chief  executive  ci 
mittee. 

These  innumersble  despatebes,  signed  by  Philip,  w»n 
not  the  emanations  of  his  own  laind.  The  King  W  i 
fixed  purpose  to  subdue  Protestantism  and  to  conijliH 
the  world  ;  but  the  plans  for  carrying  thu  purpvuv  int^ 
effect  were  developed  by  subtler  aud  laore  comprebw- 
sive  mindfi  than  hix  own.     It  was  enough  for  iota  to 

Jiondor  wearily  over  schemes  which  he  was  supposed  W 
llctate,  and  to  give  himself  the  appearance  of  mip«- 
Tising  what  he  scarcely  comprehended.  Aud  hie  woA 
of  supervision  was  often  confined  to  pettiest  drtaflfc  1 
The  handwriting  of  Spain  and  Italy  at  tbM  day  wm^ 
beautiful,  and  in  our  modem  eyes  seems  oeitbor  Mifr 
quated  nor  ungracofiil.  But  Philip's  scrawl  w««  liV" 
that  of  a  clown  juat  admitted  to  a  writing-scbool,  and  U 
whole  margin  of  a  fairly  penned  dospatcK  pei^|is  ffi^ 
pages  long,  hud  before  Iiim  for  comment  and  sigaitn 
by  Idiaquoz  or  Moura,  would  be  sometimes  coTenaJwU 
a  few  awkward  sentenoex,  wbicli  it  was  almost  iia|>4 
sibU  to  read,  and  which,  when  deciphered,  were  aft  1 
rereal  suggestions  of  astounding  triviality.* 

Thus  a  most  important  despatch — iu  which  Dm  Kiai 
with  his  own  band,  was  suppcHted  to  be  convoying  wen 
intelligence  to  Mendoza  concerning  the  Armada,  togolh 
'with  minute  directions  for  the  regulation  of  OtiU 
conduct  at  the  niemomble  epoch  of  the  bai liuidt* 


HIS  SYSTEM  OF  WORK  AND  DECEPTION", 


contained  but  a  single  comment  from  tke  mooarch's  own 
pen-  "  The  Armuda  has  been  in  Lisbon  about  a  montb 
— yuossi  UH  me»  "—wrote  the  secretary.  "  TLcro  is  but 
one  :•  in  nuasi,"  said  Philip.' 

Again,  a  despatcb  of  Mendoza  to  the  King  contained 
tlte  intelligence  that  Queen  Elizabeth  wub,  at  the  date  of 
the  letter,  residing  at  St.  James's.  Philip,  who  had  no 
objection  to  display  bin  knowledge  of  English  affairs — as 
beoanie  tho  man  who  had  already  been  almost  sovereign' 
of  England,  and  meant  to  bo  entirety  so— supplied  a 
piece  of  infonnation  in 'an  apostille  to  this  despatch, 
■•  St.  James  is  a  house  of  recreation,"  he  said,  "  which 
was  once  a  monastery.  There  is  a  park  between  it,  and 
the  palace  which  is  called  Htiytal ;  but  why  it  in  called 
JIaytai,  I  nm  sure  I  do'nt  know.'"  His  researches  in 
the  English  language  had  not  enabled  him  to  recognize 
the  adjective  and  substantive  out  of  which  the  abstruse 
compound  White-Hall  [Hui/t-al),  was  formed. 

On  another  occasion,  a  letter  from  England  containing 
important  intelligence  concerning  the  number  of  soldiers 
enrolled  in  that  country  to  resist  the  Spanish  invasion, 
the  quantity  of  gunpowder  and  varioiis  mnnitions 
collected,  with  other  details  of  like  nature,  famished 
t>esidefl  a  bit  of  information  of  les9  vital  interest.  "  In 
the  windows  of  the  Queen's  presence-chamber  they  have 
tliacovered  &  great  qaaitttly  oflict,  all  clustered  together," 
aaiil  the  writer. 

Such  a  minute  piece  of  statistica  could  not  escape  the 
mioroacopic  eye  of  Philip.  So,  disregaiding  the  soldiers 
and  the  gunpowder,  he  commented  o>,ly  on  this  last- 
mentioned  clause  of  the  letter ;  and  be  did  it  cautiously 
loo,  OS  a  King  sumamed  the  Prudent  should : — 

•■  But  perhaps  they  were  fleas,"  wrote  Philip.* 

At*.  U 

*?' ; 

u  do  HutUI.  ciiLre'e]lii}c1ptiui«qiKi(lliin»Hivul, 

Andnt.  J  pom  ffuudft  dt  Kti  y  iu>  aA  poniur  70."    UiiuUfut  toHiUlp 

rmnM  d>d*ti  hum  v^uUd*  (  nill  hom-  It.  10  Ang.  1SS8.    (Aruh,  dn  amnniu 

lin,  r  bU  wnllsH  qoe  HinrltwD  tFiri'l.  MS.) 

<l«nptp  nun  citn.  y  «  ann  da  eilnr  Un  •  -  En  Irt  Iknatm  St  !■  ctumbrr  Ac 

IVdivdr  VHklnf  ■  iodo>latdemiii<|ii«  fun gniKl lumbr^  di  tfauui <\ui  «  siiA 
V  bmuuun  "u  arrot  ■  Ijmlnt  prs  ijini  cuiil^  flitnnbW  "nwn  \k  h  %^iii&j& 
ilamflpoMoiiuenliiitimtao  fatot    inmlMlou  Bppenteavi  >.\i\»  *bdob«iA, 
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Sneh  esumjilea — and  many  more  niiglit  lie  giTen— 
snfBciently  indicate  tlie  nature  uf  tlie  mnn  on  v  " 
siich  enormtnis  rcsponsibilitien  n^Btcd,  ninl  who  hiui  \> 
by  the  adulation  of  his  fellow-creatures,  ok-Tated  fnlull 
god.  And  we  may  caet  a  ^ance  upon  him  MS  Le  ril<  il 
his  cabinet^ buried  among  those  piles  of  despatdics-- 
und  receiving  methodical ly,  atfitated  hours.  Idiaqnuz,*)! 
Mmira,  or  Chincon,  to  nettle  the  atTaire  of  bo  muj 
niilliona  of  the  hnman  race ;  and  we  may  watoh  conett] 
the  progress  of  that  scheme,  concerning  which  ao  tosn) 
s  were  ciVculatine  in  Europe.     li 


mtradiotory  n 

le  month  of  April  a  Walsingha 
AngUHt  an  ingennime  comptroller  c 


iifd  donbt,  oven  i 
di  shell  eve. 


while  pledging  himself  to  aesi stance,  had  been  EyitcmaS 
cally  deceived.  He  had  Biipposeil  the  who1«  sdm  ' 
rendered  futile  hy  the  expUnt  of  Drake  at  Cadis,  oi 
had  declared  that  "the  Queen  of  England's  distaff  « 
worth  more  than  Philip's  reword,  that  the  Kingwui 
poor  creatnre,  that  he  would  never  bo  able  to  (.-otne  V 
a  resolution,  and  that  even  if  he  ehonld  do  go,  it  wddU 
be  too  late ;"  '  and  he  had  subseqnently  Iteon  doing  k 
best,  through  hie  nnncio  in  Fmnce.  to  pcTBtuulft  t) 
Queen  to  embrace  the  Catholic  religion,  and  tiiw  8»t 
herself  from  the  impending  danger.  Henry  III. 
even  been  urged  hy  the  Pope  to  send  a  special  a 
dor  to  her  for  IhiR  purpnae— as  if  the  pemiasionB  0 
■uTctched  A'alois  wei-e  likely  to  be  eflcctivo  with  I 
beth  Tudor— and  Horghlcy  had,  by  means  of  niiai 
Home,  who  pretended  to  be  f.'ath<dics,  given  ont  mtn 
tiona  that  the  (Jueen  waw  Beriously  conttniplaliug  ■ 
a  step,'  'Pliua  the  Pope,  notwithatanding  L'unlinnI  Alia 


In  Plilllp'i  ha»l.  la    !•  BeyrKikIii(lalrtTa  qivlioi^d 


rrudepUJotti., __,    ^    — , 

mln>>,  I   Afirll.     Mibiih^  » JaiT.  i 


, ., jmoliniOU"!" 

hn  »oito  luTR  illchD  tl  p>|i*  •inunlii 


,5.rov**V-    tW»\»\S)rr».*.  "«*.«( 


HIS  V.\ST  BUT  VAGUE  SCHEME  OF  CONQUEST. 

Ilic  finnouB  million,  and  tlio  bull,  was  thought  by  lleii- 
doza  to  be  growing  lukewarm  in  the  Spanish  cause,  unrt 
to  T)e  urging  upon  the  "  English  woman  "  the  propriety 
L>f  converting  hei'solf,  even  at  the  lale  hour  of  May, 
1588.' 

But  rhilip,  for  years,  had  been  maturing  hia  scheme, 
while  reposing  entire  confideuee — >ieyond  his  own 
cabinet  doorK — upon  ncine  btit  Alezander  l-'arnese;  and 
the  Duke — ulone  of  all  men — was  perfectly  certain  that 
the  invusion  would,  tliia  year,  be  attempted. 

Tiie  captain-general  of  the  expedition  was  the  Mar- 
quiB  of  Santa  Cmz,  a  man  of  considerable  naval  expe- 
riiinoe,  and  of  oontttant  good  fortune,  who,  in  thirty 
years,  had  never  sustained  a  defeat.'  He  had  however 
t-bown  no  desire  to  risk  one,  when  Drake  had  offered 
him  the  memorable  challenge  in  the  year  1687,  and 

Erbsps  his  reputation  of  the  invincible  captain  had 
en  ohtAined  by  tlie  same  adroitness  on  previous  ooca- 
eious.  He  was  no  friend  to  Alexander  Famese,  and  was 
much  difigiLsted  when  informed  of  the  share  allotted  t" 
the  Duke  in  the  great  undertaking.*  A  course  of  re- 
proach and  perpetual  reprimand  was  the  treatment  to 
which  ho  was,  in  eonaequenee,  subjected,  which  was  not 
luore  conducive  to  the  advancement  of  the  expedition 
than  it  was  to  the  health  of  the  captain- general.  Early 
in  January  the  Cardinal  Archduke  was  sent  to  Lisbon 
to  lecture  him,  with  instructions  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to 
all  his  remonstrances,  to  deal  with  him  peremptorily,  to 
forbid  his  writing  letters  on  the  subject  to  bis  Majesty, 
and  to  order  him  to  accept  his  post  or  to  decline  it  with- 
tmt  conditions,  in  which  latter  contingency  he  was  to  be 
informed  tliat  his  successor  was  already  decided  upon.* 

This  was  not  the  most  eligible  way  perhaps  for  bring- 
ing the  captain-general  into  a  cheerful  mood ;  particu- 
larly as  he  was  expcoted  to  bo  ready  in  January  to  sail 
to  tlio  Flemish  coast.'     Nevertheless  tlie  Alartpiis  es- 
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pressed  n.  hope  to  accomplieh  his  EOv«ro!gn'i>  widwt; 
and  great  had  been  the-  bustle  in  ail  the  doclt;«id((f 
Naples,  Sicily,  and  Spain ;  partinilorly  in  the  prrMrincta 
of  Guijjuzooiv,  Biscay,  and  Andultisin,  and  in  the  fimr 
great  cities  of  the  coa«[.  War-tihipa  of  all  dimi-nMnwi, 
tenders,  transports,  soldiers,  sailors,  siitiors,  niimitiiint 
of  war,  proviaions,  wore  al!  rapidly  ciincontmltng  in 
Lbbon  as  the  great  place  of  I'endcsvons;  »iid  nulif 
confidently  believed,  and  as  ronfidentlj*  infonneil  Ol 
Dnke  of  Parma,  that  ho  might  tii'  expecting  tlte  Amab' 
at  any  time  after  the  end  of  Jannary.' 

Perhaps  in  the  history  of  manlunci  there  has 
been  a  vast  projoot  of  conqnest  conceived  and  . 
in  BO  protracted  and  yet  w  desultory  a  manner,  u  * 
this  famous  Spanish  invasion.  There  wa«  somrtfaini 
almost  ]iuDrile  in  tlie  whims  rutlior  thnn  KctiemiM  flf 
Philip  for  carrying  out  his  purpose.  It  was  profaaUv 
that  some  resistance  would  be  offcn-d,  at  Icaiit  by  '  ' 
navy  of  England,  to  the  subjugation  of  tlial  oonntiy,  i 
tlio  King  had  enjoyed  an  opportunity,  the  prtecdbl 
summer,  of  seeing  the  way  in  wliioh  Engliisb  eaOon  iU 
their  work.  He  had  also  appeared  to  utidersund  tl 
necessity  of  covering  the  passage  of  Fameso  bum  ik 
Flemish  ports  into  ihc  Thames,  b)-  moans  of  the  giwi 
Spanish  fleet  from  Lisbon.  Neverlholesa  he  ntivT 
seemed  to  be  aware  that  Fiiniosp  could  not  inndt 
England  quite  by  himftelf,  and  ww  perpetually  9. 
ing  to  hear  ihnt  he  had  done  so. 

"Holland  and  Zeeland,"  wrote  AloKBudei 
"  have  been  arming  with  their  acciistuwod  promftBoMfi 
England  has  made  groat  preparatiiinH.  1  havo  dnne  ■} 
best  to  make  the  impossible  possible ;  but  yunr  )i 
told  me  to  wait  for  Santa  Cntz,  and  to  ospeot  bim  •trsf 
shortly.  If,  on  tlie  contrary,  you  had  told  Die  to  s  ' 
the  passage  without  him,  I  would  have  made  the  mUr* 
although  we  lutd  ovety  one  of  us  periAbed.  Four  Ajft 
of  war  could  sink  every  one  of  my  boats.  NevetlhBM 
1  hog  to  be  informed  of  your  Majesty's  final  onior. 
I  am  seriously  expected  to  make  the  passtu^  withool 
Santa  ('ni£,  I  am  ready  to  do  it,  nllluiugb  1  sbuuldgt 
all  alone  in  a  cock-boat,"* 


W.  mu  Btn.~    tVu  ID  nolfekfl  M 


DEATH  OF  SASTA  CRl'Z. 

But  Santa  Cruz  at  least  was  not  destined  to  assist  in 
the  conquest  o(  England ;  for,  worn  out  with  latigue 
and  vexation,  goaded  by  the  reproaches  and  insults  of 
Philip,  Santa  Cruz  was  dead.'  He  was  replaced  in  the 
chief  command  of  the  fleet  by  the  Duke  of  Medina 
Sidonia,  a  grandee  of  vast  wealth,  but  with  little  capacity 
and  leas  esperience.  To  thu  iron  naarquis  it  was  said 
that  a  golden  duke*  had  succeeded ;  but  the  duke  of 
gold  did  not  find  it  easier  io  accomplish  impossibilities 
than  his  predecessor  had  done.  Day  after  day,  through- 
out the  months  of  winter  and  spring,  the  King  had  been 
writing  that  tho  fleet  was  jnet  on  the  point  of  sailing, 
and  as  frequently  he  had  been  renewing  to  Alexander 
Fameee  the  intimation  that  perhaps,  after  all.  he  might 
find  an  opportunity  of  crossing  to  England,  without 
waiting  for  its  arrival.'  And  Alexander,  with  the 
same  regularity,  had  boon  infirming  bis  master  that 
the  troojifl  in  the  Netherlands  had  been  daily  dwindling 
from  sickneiia  and  other  causes,  fill  at  last,  insteiid  of 
the  30,000  effective  infantrj%  with  which  it  had  been 
originally  intended  to  make  the  enterprise,  he  had  not 
more  than  17,000.  in  the  month  of  April.*  The  6000 
Spaniards,  whom  ho  was  to  receive  from  the  fieet  of 
Medina  Sidonia,  would  therefore  be  the  very  main^^ring 
of  his  army.'  After  leaving  no  more  soldiers  in  tlio 
Netherlands  than  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
defence  of  the  obedient  Provinces  against  the  rebels,  he 
could  only  take  with  him  to  England  23,000  men.  even 
after  the  reinforcements  from  Aledina.  "  When  we 
talked  of  taking  England  by  surprise,"  said  Alexander, 
"  we  never  thought  of  less  than  30,000.  Now  that  she 
is  alert  and  ready  for  us,  and  that  it  is  certain  wo  must 
fight  by  sea  and  by  land,  50,000  would  be  few."*  He 
almost  ridiculed  the  King's  enggestion  that  a  feint  might 
be  made  by  way  of  besieging  some  few  places  in  Holland 
or  Keelaud.  The  whole  matter  in  hand,  he  said,  had 
become  as  public  as  possible,  and  the  only  efiicient  blind 
i  tho  peace -negotiation ;    fur  many  believed,  as  the 
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Englifh  dtiputies  were  now  treatlug  at  O^tettd,  tlut 
l»^co  would  follow.' 

At  last,  OD  the  2Rth,  2dtli,  imd  30tL  May,  1588,  iW 
fleet,  which  had  been  waiting  at  Lisbon  more  than  ik 
month  for  favourable  weather,  est  sail  fiom  that  pott, 
(ifter  having  been  duly  blessed  by  the  Cardinal  Arcbdnku 
Albert,  viceroy  of  Portugal,* 

There  ^'ere  rather  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty 
ships  in  all,  divided  into  ten  squadrons.*  Iliere  waa 
the  squadron  of  Portugal,  ooDGisting  of  ten  galloons,  a 
cummanded  by  the  captain-general,  Medin»  Sidonia. 
In  the  aqnadron  of  Castile  were  fourteen  ahipa  of  yaiiow 
sizes,  under  General  Diego  Flores  de  Valdes.  TJiis 
officer  was  one  of  the  must  experienced  naval  offiwv 
in  the  Spaniak  service,  and  was  siibsoqtiently  ord«n)d, 
in  conaequenco,  to  sail  with  the  genciulissinio  in  hi* 
flag-ship.*  In  the  squadron  of  Andalusia  were  Im 
galleons  and  other  vessels,  under  General  I'edro  da 
^'aldea.  In  tbe  squadron  of  Biscay  were  ten  giilloona 
nnd  lesser  shipti,  under  General  Juan  Martinez  de  Ko- 
culde,  upper  admiral  of  tbe  fleet.  In  the  squadrv 
(iuipuKcoa  wore  len  galleons,  itnder  General  Uigui!l  d« 
Oqucndo.  In  the  squadron  of  Italy  were  ten  ship*, 
under  General  Martin  de  Bertendona.  In  the  aqoadron 
of  Ureas,  or  Btore-«liipB,  were  twenty-three  sail,  under 
General  Juan  Qomez  de  Medina.  The  squadron  of  tot^ 
ders,  caravels,  and  other  vessels,  numbered  twen^-tw^ 
sail,  under  General  Antonio  Hurtado  de  Mendoza.  lilt 
nquadroQ  of  four  galeasses  was  commanded  by  Don  I{i>9> 
de  Moncadft,  The  squadron  of  four  galeras,  or  g&Uejia 
was  in  charge  of  CaptAin  Dii^o  de  Medrado. 

Next  in  command  to  Medina  Sidonis  was  Don  AlouA 
de  Leyva,  captain -general  of  tbe  light  horse  of  & 
Son  Krancisco  de  Bobadilla  was  marahal-general  of  tl 
camp.    Don  Diego  de  Pimentel  was  mannhal  of  tho  ou 
to  the  famous  Teraio  or  legion  of  Eiioily.' 

1  1-uim  (0  PblUp,    »  Mnitli.  lUa.    ITwnuniW  nf  rtIn:i1»»tMj»«filltt 
■  riilllp  D.  lsIlnKloH.ll  April.  I&o,       '  llnn-m.  utanit. 
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DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  FLF.ET. 


I: 

^^^Tlie  total  tonnage  of  the  fleet  was  50,120:  the  number 
^^HtrtinBwas  3165.  Of  Spanith  troops  there  were  19,295 
^nbXoaLrd :  there  were  B252  sailore  and  2088  galley-daveH, 
Besides  these,  there  was  a  force  of  noble  volimteiers, 
lielonging  to  the  most  illtiatrions  hoiiaea  of  Spain,  with 
their  attendants,  araoimting  to  nearly  2000  in  iiU.  There 
was  also  Dun  Martin  Alaccon,  administrator  and  vicar- 
general  of  the  Holy  Inquisition,  at  the  liead  of  aonie 
290  monks  of  the  mendicant  ordorB,  priests  and  familiars.' 
The  grand  total  of  thoso  eralmrked  was  about  30,000. 
The  expense  of  the  fleet  was  estimated  hy  Don  Diego 
de  Pimentel  at  12.000  ducats  a-day,  and  the  daily 
eort  of  the  combined  naval  and  military  force  under 
Famese  and  Medina  Sidonia  was  stated  at  30,000 
^ducats.* 

I  The  size  of  the  ships  ranged  from  1200  tons  to  30^. 
ie  galleons,  of  which  there  were  ahont  sixty,  were 
tige  round-stemmed  clnmay  vessels,  with  hnlwarles  three 
^  four  feet  thick,  and  built  up  at  stem  and  stem,  like 
"Mies.  The  galcasses— of  which  there  were  four — 
»re  a  third  larger  than  the  ordinary  galley,  and  were 
iwed  each  by  three  hundred  galley-slaves.  They  eon- 
"  an  enormoTis  towering  fortress  at  the  stem,  a 
tellated  sfnicturo  almost  equally  massive  in  front, 
ih  Beats  for  the  rowers  a-midahipa.  At  stem  and  stem 
Blind  between  each  of  the  slaves  benches  were  heavy 
cannon,  These  galeasses  were  floating  edifices,  verj- 
wondeiful  to  contemplate.  They  were  gorgeously  de- 
corated. There  were  splendid  state-apartments,  cabins, 
chapels,  and  ]mlpit8  in  each,  and  they  w*re  amply  pro- 
vided with  awnings,  cnshioaa,  streamers,  standards, 
gilded  saints,  and  bands  of  music'  To  take  part  in  an 
ostentations  pageant,  nothing  could  be  better  devised. 
To  fulfil  the  great  objects  of  a  vrar-vessel— to  sail  and 
to  fight — they  were  the  worst  machines  ever  launched 
npon  the  ocean.  The  four  galleys  were  similar  to  tlic 
galeasses  in  ever^  respect  except  that  of  size,  in  which 
they  wore  hy  one-thii'd  inferior. 

All  the  ships  of  the  fleet— galea^es,  galleys,  galleons, 
and  hnlka— were  so  encumbered  with  top-hamper,  ao 
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overweighted  in  projiorfion  to  tlieir  dnmglil  of  vfater, 
that  they  could  bear  but  little  canvas,  even  with  enuKrUi 
lieas  Hild  light  and  favourable  'muds.  In  violeut  Wm- 
pests,  tJierefore,  they  seemed  likely  to  miflor.  To  the 
eyee  of  the  16th  centaij  these  vesaelB  seemed  ononnou*. 
A  ship  of  1300  tons  was  then  a  monster  rarely  eecn,  anil 
a  fleet,  niuaberiug  from  130  to  150  Bail,  with  an  aggre- 
gate tonnage  of  00,000,  seemed  BufllDient  to  conquer  the 
world,  and  to  justify  the  arrogant  title,  by  which  it  bnA 
bapHsed  iteelf,  of  the  Invincible. 

Such  was  the  machinery  which  Philip  had  at  loiit  Mt 
afloat,  for  the  purpoee  uF  dethroning  Klizabeth  und  esto- 
bttshing  the  InqniBition  in  England.  One  Imndrcd  snd 
forty  ehipa,  eleven  thousand  Spanish  vetenuiB,  as  many 
more  recmita,  partly  Spanish,  partly  I'ortngucse,  tvro 
thousand  grandees,  as  many  giJley-alaves,  and  thjr* 
hundred  b.irofooled  friars  and  inquisitoiB. 

The  plan  was  simple.  Medina  Sidonia  was  to  jtroceed 
straight  from  Lisbon  to  Calais  roads :  there  ho  wu  lo 
wait  for  the  Duke  of  Parma,  who  was  tii  come  furlh  ftvm 
Newport,  Sluys,  and  Dunkirk,  bringing  with  him  iiJR 
17,000  veterans,  and  to  aKxume  the  chief  command  of 
the  whole  expedition.  They  were  then  to  cttwa  the 
channel  to  Dover,  land  the  army  of  Purniit,  rviofSiroed 
witli  6000  S]>nniard«  from  tho  fleet,  and  with  thnii 
2il,0no  men  Alexander  was  to  mnrc^  al  onc«  npa 
Limdon.  Medina  Sidonia  was  to  seiae  and  fortify  tba 
Isle  uf  ^Vight,  guard  the  entrance  of  the  h)irb«urs  agaiiMt 
any  interference  from  the  Dnl^^h  and  Englinh  A«v*«,  ami 
— BO  soon  a«  the  oonqueiit  of  England  hid  In-eti  nffixivi 
— he  was  to  proceed  fo  Ireland.'  It  had  beeti  tha  wkh 
of  Sir  William  Stanley  that  Ireland  should  be  KubjtigiUtd 
first,  as  a  basis  of  operations  against  England  ;  bat  tbii 
had  been  overruled.  The  intrignoa  of  MeodosK  Mud 
Fonioae,  too,  with  the  Catholic  nobliB  of  ScotbdtiL 
hiul  proved,  after  all,  unsuccessful.  King  James  kad 
yielded  to  superior  offeni  of  money  and  advaiu<MM&t 
held  ijut  to  him  by  Elisnbeth.  and  wns  now,  in  AltrX- 
aiiiler's  words,  n  confirmed  hcretio.* 

There  was  no  course  left,  therefore,  but  to  onoqacT 
-Sngland  at  unoe.      A  strange  oraisHion  biul,  liow«v«r, 
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been  made  in  the  plan  from  firet  1o  last.  The  com- 
maudfsr  of  the  whole  expedition  was  the  Duke  of  I'arnia ; 
on  his  Load  wus  the  whole  reRponsibility.  Not  a  gim 
to  b«  fired— if  it  could  Iw  avoided— nntil  he  had 
forth  with  hia  veteraiiH  to  make  his  junction  with 
Invincible  Anuada  ofi'  Calais.  Yet  there  was  no 
igement  whatever  to  enable  him  to  come  forth— 
the  alightest  provision  to  effect  that  junction.  It 
would  almost  seem  that  the  letter-writer  of  the  Eecorial 
had  been  quite  ignorant  of  the  exietence  of  the  Dutch 
fleets  off  Dnnkii'lc,  Newport  and  Flnshing.  although  he 
had  certainly  received  information  enough  of  this  for- 
"^  "  'able  obstacle  to  hiH  plan. 

Most  joj"ful  I  tihall  he,"  said  Famese — wiiting  on 
of  the  dkya  when  he  had  seemed  moBt  convinced  by 
Valentine  Dole'H  arguments,  and  driven  to  despair  by 
hin  poetulatoB — "  to  see  myself  with  these  soldiers  on 
Kngliish  groand,  whore,  with  God's  help,  I  hope  to  ac- 
complish your  Majesty's  demantlB.'"  He  was  much 
troubled,  however,  to  find  doubts  entertained  at  the  last 
moment  as  to  his  6000  Spaniards ;  and  certainly  it 
hardly  needed  an  ailment  to  prove  that  the  invasion 
of  England  with  but  17,000  soldiers  was  a  somewhat 
hazardous  scheme.  Yet  the  pilot  Moresini  had  biunght 
him  letters  from  Medina  Sidonia,  in  which  the  Duke 
expressed  hesitation  about  parting  with  those  COOO 
veterans,  unless  the  English  fleet  should  have  been  pre- 
viously destroyed,  and  had  also  again  expressed  his 
hope  tiat  Paiina  wowld  be  punctual  to  the  rendezvous.* 
Alexander  immediately  combated  these  views  in  letters 
to  Medina  and  to  the  King.  He  avowed  that  he  would 
depart  one  tittle  from  the  plan  originally  laid  down. 
1  6000  men,  and  more  if  possible,  were  to  he  fur- 
nished him,  and  the  Spanish  Armada  was  to  protect  his 
own  flotilla,  and  to  keep  the  channel  clear  of  enemies. 
No  olbor  scheme  was  puesihle,  he  said,  for  it  was  clear 
that  his  collection  of  small  flat-botloraed  river-boats  and 
Leys  oonld  not  even  make  the  passage,  except  in  smooth 
tther.  Tbey  conld  not  contend  with  a  storm,  much 
witJi  the  enemy's  ships,  which  would  destroy  them 
'ly  in  case  of  a  meeting,  without  his  being  able  to 
ftil  himself  of  his  soldiers — who  would  he  so  clo«&\.'^ 

nuaa  *i  nillp,  33  Jmat,  ISa.  (JLkD.  <k  S)n.  )(&.>  ■  \\*^ 
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Mcked  aa  lo  be  b*nlljr  noreable — or  of  aoy  bnoM  Mp-  | 
The  prepoeteroos  ootioa  tW  he  ttumtd  oofae  mit  «iu 
hu  flutilLt  to  nako  a  jnneticm  with  Medin*  off  Qaim. 
was  over  and  over  ^ua  d»iouB(«d  by  A\ex»aiet  witii 
rebemeDoe  aod  bittemeea,  and  OrMt  Kidiii^  eaprtaiun 
were  nsed  br  him  as  to  tbe  ptolMble  roeult,  were  »adi  ■ 
deliudon  perh-i^td  in.' 

Ererj    po<s;il>l«   precantJoD,  therefore,  but  one  kal' 
be«D  t^cn.     Tbe  King  of  Fiance— almoet  at  the 
ioebuit  in  which  Gnitw  had  been  reociviaj;  his 
lastmctionB&oDitbeEHoorialfordotbroninguMidestn;' 
ing  that  monarch — had  been  aanired  by  Philip  of  t' 
inalienable  affectJun :  had  been  infonned  of  tbu  nkjoci 
thiij  great  naval  expedition^'wluch  waanot  byanyi 
an  Slendozti  had  stated  to  Henry,  an  enterprise 
Prance  or  England,  but  only  8  determined  attiii^ 
<.'lear  the  eea,  once  for  all,  of  t)io«o  Eugliith  pirate*  w) 
liad  done  eo  axach  damage  for  yoatk  pauit  on  ibo " 
Hoaa— and  had  been  requested,  in  case  any  Spuing 
hbould  be  driven  by  btreea  of  weather  into  French  pott^ 
to  alTord  them  that  comfort  and  protection  tu  whioi  lh> 
veaseU  of  bo  close  and  frinndly  on  ally  were  entitled.' 

Thus  there  was  bread,  beef,  and  powder  ew 
there  were  monies  and  prieets  enough— Blandarda. 
filaveM,  and  inquisituni  enough :  but  there  woro 
veesels  in  the  Armada,  luid  no  heavy  vtN-sela  in  1' 
fleet.  Medina  could  not  go  to  Faraeao,  Dor  could  ~ 
come  to  Medina.  I'he  junction  waa  likely  to  bo 
aud  jt^t  it  had  never  once  entered  the  heaiLi  of  FUt^ 
or  his  oounsellorB  to  provide  fur  that  difficulw.  Thi 
King  never  aocnied  to  imagine  that  Fameiie,  with  MJHI 
■  r\inM  u  riiiiip,  u  JatB.  lift,    —  -     —  ;  ■  r  ^  ,-n„(  t,  |,  ^^ 

(Aivh,  iix  Nm.  KS.)  ■— i>di*  iliiua  tana,  j  ^nfmi^ 

'  "tiiMiJutnrt  liKrjie  tB\.\t.nr,    pixl  lufiv  HfnMMlr.f  *Ma(j|^|» 

r  amvlnlaiita  UibUuli,  1<  iDnfi  qw  'I    tin  |ur  acun,  l^a  Ih^u  >'«■■  prti> 

lu  obUwJe  ■  df«»r  llnipUt  dnIUx  1*    MApnLUM.    (Ari.h.d>  :^pMi( 
awr.Mavtniiu,riw«l  I"  I'uxiKia    A.  a«.  Ilf.  US) 
tumaiutuBuikpm  mu  dlnAii,  oi  la       TliUI>tlw  Midu 
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or  50,000  soldiers  in  the  Netherlandg,  a  fleet  of  300 
traneports,  and  power  to  dispose  of  very  largo  funds  for 
ODe  (Treat  purpose,  could  be  kept  iu  prison  by  a  fleet  of 
Butdi  skippers  and  corsairs. 

With  aa  much  slng^sbness  aa  might  have  been  ex- 
pectt^  from  their  clumsy  arthiteuture,  the  ships  of  the 
Armada  (.onsumed  nearly  three  weeks  in  eailing  from 
Lisbon  to  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Finislerre.  Heie 
they  were  overtaken  by  a  tempest,  Bnd  were  scattered 
hither  and  tliithor.  almost  at  ths  mercy  of  the  winds 
and  "waves  ;'  for  those  unwieldy  bulks  were  ill  adapted 
to  3  temjieat  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay.  There  were  those 
in  tho  Armada,  however,  to  whom  the  stomi  was  a 
blessing.  David  Gwynn,  a  Welsh  mariner,  had  sat  in 
tile  Spanish  bulks  a  wi^tched  galley-slave— as  prisoner 
of  war — for  more  than  eleven  years,  hoping,  year  afler 
year,  for  a  chance  of  eacajie  from  bondage.'  He  sat  now 
umong  the  rowers  of  the  great  galley,  the  ViL/iina,  one 
of  the  bumblest  instruments  by  which  tho  subjugation 
of  his  native  land  to  Spain  and  Some  was  to  he  effeoted. 

Very  naturally,  among  the  ships  which  eutfered  most 
in  the  gale  were  the  four  hngo  nnwieldy  galleys^a 
squadron  of  four  under  Don  Diego  de  Medrado — with 
thoir  enormous  turrets  at  stem  and  stem,  and  their  low 
and  open  waists.  The  chapels,  pulpits,  and  gilded 
Madonnas  proved  of  little  avail  in  a  hurriMm;.  The 
Diana,  largest  of  the  four,  went  down  with  all  hsnds; 
the  PTma-sn  was  labouring  severely  in  the  ti-ough  of  the 
sua,  and  the  Vasaiia  was  likewise  in  imminent  danger. 
So  the  master  of  Ibis  galley  asked  the  Welsh  slavo,  who 
had  far  more  experience  and  seaman.ship  thnn  he  pos- 
sensed  himself,  if  it  were  possible  to  save  the  vessel. 
Owynn  saw  an  oportunity  for  which  he  had  been  waiting 
cloven  years.  lie  was  rwidy  U)  improve  it.  Ke  pointed 
out  to  the  captain  the  hopelessness  of  attempting  to 
overtake  the  Armada.  They  should  go  down,  be  eaid, 
fts  the  Diana  had  already  done,  and  as  the  Princets  was 
like  at  any  moment  to  do,  unless  they  took  in  every  rag 
of  sail,  and  did  their  best  with  their  oars  to  gain  the 
nearest  port.  But  in  order  that  the  rowers  might  exert 
themselves   lo  tho  utmost,  it  was  necessary  that  the 
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xuldiers,  who  vere  a  uselese  incumbrance  an  dock,  stiuiiU 
go  below.  Thns  only  could  the  ship  be  properly  bandied. 
The  captain,  auxiona  to  save  his  ship  and  his  life,  ixok- 
Hent-ed.  Most  of  the  Boldioce  wero  avat  beneiith  the 
hatches  :  a  few  were  ordered  to  sit  on  tliebonohesaiiimg 
the  slaves.  Now  there  bad  been  a  oeoret  uudentanding 
for  many  days  among  these  iinfortanate  men,  nor  v 
they  wholly  without  weapons.  Tliey  had  been  occ 
tomod  to  make  toothpicks  and  other  trilling  article«  for 
Bale  out  of  broken  eword-blades  and  other  ruftisu  lute  of 
steel.  There  was  not  a  man  among  them  who  had  not 
thus  provided  himself  with  a  secret  stilotto.' 

At  Brst  Gwj-nn  occupied  himself  with  arrangenvenO 
for  weathering  the  gale.  So  soon,  however,  as  Om  sliip 
hud  been  made  comparutively  bobj,  he  looked  anHmd 
him.  suddenly  threw  down  hia  cap,  and  rained  his  hand 
lo  the  rising.  It  was  a  preconcerted  signal.  The  nett 
inutant  he  etahbed  the  captain  to  the  heart.  whil«  eadi 
one  of  the  gallcy-alaves  killed  the  soldier  nearest  him; 
then,  rushing  below,  they  surpriaed  and  overinwenJ 
the  reet  of  the  troops,  and  put  tiiem  all  to  death.* 

(Joming  again  upon  deck,  David  Gwynn  dosoriud  the 
fourth  galley  of  the  squadron,  called  tho  Jl-ij/al,  oc 
manded  by  Commodore  Modrado  in  person,  boariig 
down  upon  them,  before  the  wind.  It  was  obviona  thai 
tlie  fasaaa  was  already  an  object  of  suspicion. 

'"  Comrades,"  said  Gwynn,  "  God  has  given  ua  liboi^i 
and  by  our  courage  we  must  prove  ourselves  wortliy  "^ 
the  boon." ' 

As  he  spoke  there  oame  a  broadsido  from  Hut  giiUay 
Hryal  which  killed  nine  of  his  cxew.  David,  doUupc 
daunted,  laid  his  ehip  close  alongside  of  the  Ayri,  win 
such  a  shock  thiit  the  timbers  quivered  ogaio.  Thtn. 
at  the  head  of  his  liboiutod  slaves,  now  thonm^^ 
armed,  he  dakhed  on  board  tho  galley,  and,  after  a  AtrioM 
conflict^  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  iho  slaves  o(  tbt 
Jiryal,  succeeded  in  maf'lering  the  veflsel,  and  putting  all 
thn  Spanish  soldiers  to  death.  Tliis  done,  the  comboifd 
rowers,  welcoming  Gwynn  as  their  deliverer  fraai  as 
abject  slavery  which  seemed  their  lot  for  Ufo,  williaglr 
accepted  his  ordeni.  The  gale  had  meantime  *b«laa, 
ind  the  two  galleys,  woll  conducted  by  the  expcTtenrad 
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■sd  inLrepid  Welshman,  mode  tlieir  way  to  tlie  coast  of 
Franoe,  and  liuided  at  Bayonne  on  tlie  itist,  dividing 
iimciug  them  tlie  projierty  found  on  boai  d  tlie  two  galleys. 
'J'bence,  by  land,  tlia  fugitives,  four  hnndrt-d  and  sixty- 
Kis  in  number — Frenchmen,  Spaniaids,  Englishmen, 
I'urkit.  and  Moore— made  their  way  to  Koclielle,  Gwj-nn 
had  an  interview  with  Henrj-  of  Navarie.  and  received 
from  thit  chivalrous  king  a  handsome  present.  After- 
wanL*  111]  found  his  way  to  England,  and  was  well  com- 
mended by  the  Queen.  The  rest  of  the  liberated  slaves 
dispelled  in  various  divectiona.' 

'i'his  was  the  first  adventure  of  the  invincible  Armada, 
the  anuadron  of  galleys,  one  was  already  sunk  in  the 
and  two  of  the  others  bad  been  conquered  by  their 
slaves.  The  fourth  rode  out  the  gale  with  di^oulty, 
Bnd  joined  the  rest  of  the  fleet,  which  ultimately  re- 
BMsembled  at  C'onina ;  the  shigis  having,  in  distress,  put 
in  at  fintt  at  Vivera,  Kibadeo,  Gijtm,  and  other  mirtbem 
jKJi-ts  of  Spain.'  At  the  Groyne— as  the  English  of  that 
day  were  uccustomed  to  call  Coruila— they  remained  a 
month,  repairing  damages  and  recruiting ;  and  on  the 
22Qd  of  July'  (N.S.)  the. Armada  set  bsXI.  Six  days 
later,  the  Spaniards  took  soundings,  thirty  leagues  from 
the  Scilly  Islands,  and  on  Friday,  the  29th  of  July,  ofi' 
the  Lizard,*  they  had  their  first  glimpse  of  the  land  of 
uromiee  presented  them  by  Sixlus  V.,  of  which  they 
<npd  at  last  come  to  take  poeeeaaion.! 

OntheHame  day  and  night  the  blaae  and  smoke  of 
thousand  beaeon-fires  Irora  the  ]>atid'fl  End  to  Mar- 
_  and  &om  the  Isle  of  Wight  to  Cumberland,  gave 
warning  to  every  EngliNhnian  tliut  the  enemy  was  at 
hut  upon  tliem.  Almost  at  that  very  instant  intelli- 
gence bad  been  brought  from  the  court  to  the  Lord- 
Admija]  at  Plymouth,  that  the  Armada,  dispersed  and 
'^  itt«red  by  the  gales  of  June,  was  not  likely  to  make 
e  that  year ;  and  orders  had  oonsequcntly 
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bcon  given  to  disarm  the  fuiir  largest  gltips,  nnti  aiMid 
them  into  dock.'  Even  Walsingham.  as  nlrewlj:  stated. 
luid  partic™ted  in  tLis  strange  deluBion,' 

Before  Howard  had  time  to  act  upon  this  tll-tiini-d 
Bii^ostion— even  had  he  been  disposed  to  do  mi— hi- 
received  anthentic  intolligeitce  that  the  ;;reat  fleet  vai 
off  the  Lizard.  Noitbcr  he  nor  Francis  Drake  were 
the  men  to  lose  time  in  such  an  emergency,  and  liefore 
that  Friday  night  was  spent,  nixty  of  the  best  En^iiii 
sliips  had  been  warped  out  of  Plymouth  harbonr.* 

On  Saturday,  30tli  July,  the  wind  was  very  light  M 
Bouth-wpBt,  with  a  mist  and  drizzling  rain,*  but  by  tlirw 
in  the  afternoon  the  two  fleets  could  descry  and  eount 
each  other  through  the  hazo.' 

By  nine  o'clock,  31st  July,  about  two  ntilca  from 
Looe,'  on  the  Cornish  coast,  ilie  fleets  had  their  meet- 
inw.  There  were  136  sail  of  the  Spaniards,  of  which 
ninety  were  large  ships,  and  sixty-seven  'tf  Iho  Fiigliih,' 
It  was  a  solemn  moment.  The  long-expect  I'd  ArraniU 
presented  a  pompous,  almost  a  ihe-atrical  appoainiiDfr 
The  ehtpa  seemed  anunged  for  a  pngeant  in  honour  vt 
a  victi>ry  already  won.  Disposed  in  fomi  of  o  crewxDt, 
tlio  horns  of  which  wore  seven  miles  asunder,  tbnw 
gilded,  towered,  floating  castles,  with  their  gaudy 
standards  and  their  martial  miisic.  moved  slowly  aiong 
the  channel,  with  an  air  of  indolent  pomp.  Their 
captain -general,  the  Golden  Duke.  stoiHl  in  his  privaU 
fliot-proof  fortress,'  on  the  deck  of  hie  gTvut  galleon  the 
Sti;i/  ^f^trti^,  surronnded  by  generals  of  iufantrv  mi 
colonels  of  cavalry,  who  knew  aa  little  as  he  did  liimwlf 
,of  unval  matters.  The  English  vessels,  on  the  other 
hand — with  a  few  exceptions,  light,  swift,  imd  nudly 
handled — could  sail  round  and  round  those  UDwicldj' 
galleons,  hulks,  and  galley's  rowed  by  fettered  aSan- 
gangs.  The  superior  seamanship  of  free  GngUsluMBi 
commanded  by  such  experienced  captaiDs  aa  Onkc, 
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(fobishor,  aud  Hawkins — from  infancy  at  home  on  blue 
Fhler— was  manifest  in  the  veiy  first  encounter.  Tliey 
btained  the  Treather-gage  at  once,  and  cannonaded  the 
iiemy  at  inten'aU  witli  considerable  effect,  easily 
eacfiinng  at  will  out  of  range  of  the  sluggish  Armada, 
which  v\T»8  incapable  of  bearing  mil  in  pursuit,  although 
provided  with  an  armament  which  could  sink  all  ita 
enemies  at  close  quarters.  "  ^Ve  had  some  small  fight 
with  them  that  Sunday  afternoon,"  said  Hawkins.' 

Medina  Sidonia  hoi><t«d  the  royal  standard  at  the 
fiire,  and  the  whole  fleet  did  its  utmost,  which  was 
little,  to  offer  general  Tmttlo  It  was  in  vain.  The 
Eiiglisli,  following  at  the  heels  of  the  enemy,  refused  all 
such  invitations,  and  attacked  only  the  rear-guard  of 
the  Armada,  where  Recalde  commiindod.  That  admiral, 
atesdily  maintaining  his  past,  faced  his  nimble  anta- 
gonists, who  continued  to  tcazo,  to  maltreat,  and  to 
elude  hiui.  while  the  rest  of  the  fleet  proceeded  slowly 
np  tlie  Channel,  closely  f.iUowed  by  the  enemy.  And 
thus  the  running  fight  continued  along  the  coa.-it,  in  full 
■view  of  Plymouth,  whence  boats  with  reinforcements 
and  volunteers  wei-e  perpetually  arriving  to  the  Englisli 
ips,  until  the  buttle  had  di'ifted  quite  out  of  reach  of 
!  town. 

Already  in  this  first  "smaJl  fight"  the  Spaniards  had 

_  amed  a  lesson,  and  might  even  entertain  a  doubt  of 

their  invincibility.     But  before  the  sun  set  there  were 

more  serious  disasters.      Much   powder  and  shot  had 

expended  by  the  Sjianiards  to  very  little  puipose,  and 

so  a  raaBtcr-gunner  on  board  Admiral  Oquendo's  flag- 

thiji  was  reprimanded  for  careless  ball -practice,     Tlio 

gunner,  who  was  a  Fleming,  enraged  with  his  captain, 

laid  a,  train  to  the  powder-magazine,  fired  it,  and  threw 

faimitelf  into  the  sea.*    The  two  decks  blew  up.     The 

it  oastle  at  the  stem  rose  into  the  clouds,  carrying 

itb  it  the  paymaster-general  of  the  fleet,  a  largo  jior- 

lon  of  treasure,  and  nearly  two  hundred  men.*     Tlie 

ihip  was  a  wreck,  but  it  was  possible  to  save  the  rest  rf 

the    crew.     So  Medina  Sidonia  sent   light  vensels  to 

■  «.-««    ,„   w.,.,„,h.™  lU^.    (S-l'.OfltoMS.) 
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remove  them,  and  wore  with  tis  flagship,  to  dvfeud 
Oquendo,  who  had  already  Veen  fastened  upon  by  hU 
English  puitiuerB.  But  the  Spaniards,  not  being  ao 
light  in  hand  as  their  enemies,  involved  themeelvcs  ID 
much  embarrassment  by  this  manceuvre ;  and  there  wu 
much  falling  foul  of  each  other,  entanglemeol  </l 
rigging,  and  carrying  away  of  yards.  Oquendo's  tntv, 
however,  were  ultimately  saved,  and  taken  to  other 
ships,' 

Meantime  Don  Pedro  de  Valdez,  commander  of  th> 
Andnlutiiaii  squadron,  having  got  his  galleon  into  col- 
lision with  two  or  three  Spanish  ships  sncceesively.  h*d 
at  last  carried  away  his  fore-mast  close  to  the  dock,  Mid 
the  wreck  had  fallen  against  his  main-maat.  Hu  lay 
crippled  and  belpleHs,  the  Armada  was  slowly  de«crtiii|; 
him,  night  waa  cumiog  on,  the  sua  was  running  high. 
and  the  English,  ever  hovering  near,  were  ready  to 
grapple  with  him.  In  vain  did  Don  Pedro  firu  ttigualv 
of  diatresB.  The  rAptain-geneiul— even  as  though  ibe  un- 
lucky galleon  had  not  been  connected  with  the  Cuholic 
3eet-~calmly  fired  a  gun  to  collect  his  scattered  ships, 
and  abandoned  Valdez  to  hie  fat«.  "  He  left  me  com- 
fortless in  sight  of  the  whole  fleet,"  said  poor  PedTn, 
"and  greater  inhiimiinity  and  unthankfiilnees  I  think 
was  never  heard  of  amnng  men,"' 

Yet  the  Spaniard  comport«d  himself  most  gallantly, 
Frobisher,  in  the  largest  ship  of  the  English  flc«t,  the 
Triumpli,  of  1100  tons,  and  Hawkins  in  the  Victory,  of 
600,  cannonaded  him  at  a  distance,  but,  night  cominK 
on.  he  was  able  to  resist ;  and  it  was  not  till  tho  follow- 
ing morning  that  ho  Hnrrendered  to  the  iirt*n^.* 

Drake  then  received  the  gallant  priBtiner  on  buanl  hk 
flagHhip — much  to  the  disgust  and  indignation  wf  Fn>* 
bislicr  and  Hawkins,  thus  disBp{ioiuted  of  their  priso- 


IIL,  1 


.    Cunden.    FrobMitutrlo  t 


•  Tilitai  Li.  Milllp  Jl.[-Ei«lliihnl-), 
31  Au(,  IW.  (S.  P,  Ofllw  MS.)  Com- 
plin' HrtTen.  Bur.  Cumdni.  ubi  (up.  Unrk    Ttiv  lit.  Biinl»L«m 

•  US.  Icttv  oT  Vildu  txiftm  dtfd.  all'd.  tot  tat  mjwn-iiM  * 
Bw,  CuBlr-n,  hM  (•«>.  1ltimn.ii.2ix  Qullirrklil  Cot.  I^iun  bn 
llUTEn,lll.  III.  loo-K^vhu  ilMirini-  Biri^ >  "Ul' I'M  llifb Adn 
Unlf  ircuD  Uio  Jovnu]  i>r  ■  Spunlib  oK-  ml  of  Kllliighu  Dfum  m  U 
ert  In  Us  AmwdA.  •»I  vbo  «IU  ih*  dn  h  Otfha  tbont,  CuOBt  rf 
Im  fjunsw  Uifllib  lUTiI  camnundm,  luvl.    tlnrniw  U-  f^  4ft, 


COSSIDEIL\BI.E  LOSSES  OF  THE  SPANIARDS. 

and  ransom-money' — treated  him  wilh  mnch  courtesy, 
and  gave  his  word  of  hoDOur  ihat  he  and  his  uiau  should 
be  treated  fiiirly,  like  goi)d  prisonore  of  war.  This 
pledge  was  redeemed,  for  it  was  not  the  English,  as  it 
WAH  the  Spanish  cuatom,  to  convert  captives  into  slaves, 
but  ouly  t<)  hold  Ihem  for  ransom.  Valdcz  responded 
to  Drake's  politeness  by  kiwing  liis  hand,  embracing 
him,  and  overpowering  him  with  magnificent  compli- 
ments.' He  was  then  sent  on  boai'd  the  Lord-Admiral, 
who  received  him  wilh  similar  urbanity,  and  expressed 
his  regret  that  bo  distinguished  a  personage  should  have 
been  so  coolly  deserted  by  the  Duke  of  Medina.  Don 
Pedro  then  returned  to  the  Revenge,  where,  as  the  guest 
of  Druke,  he  was  a  witness  to  all  subsequent  events  up 
to  the  10th  of  August,  on  which  day  he  was  sent  to 
Loudon  with  8oiuo  other  officers,'  Sir  Francis  claiming 
his  ramsom  as  his  lawful  due.* 

Here  certainly  waa  no  very  trimphant  beginning  for 
the  Invincible  Armada.  (In  ibe  verj-  first  day  of  5ieir 
being  in  presence  of  the  English  fleet — then  but  sixty- 
eeven  in  number,  and  vastly  their  inferior  in  size  and 
weight  of  metal — they  had  lost  the  flagships  of  the 
Quipnzcoan  and  of  t!ie  Audalusian  squadrons,  with  a 
general -admiral,  450  officers  end  men,  and  some  100,000 
ducats  of  treasure.  They  had  been  out-manceuvred, 
ont-eailed,  and  tlioronghly  maltreated  by  their  anta- 
gonitrts,  and  they  had  been  unable  to  inflict  a  single 
blow  in  return.  Thus  the  "  small  fight "  had  been  a 
cheerful  one  for  the  opponents  of  the  Inquisition,  and 
the  Knglish  were  proportionably  encouraged. 

On  Monday,  \st  of  August,  Medina  Sidonia  placed 
the  rear-guard — consisting  of  the  galea^ses,  the  galleons, 
W,  Mattime,  St.  LuIk,  St.  James,  and  the  J-Torence,  and 
otiier  ships,  forty-three  in  all — under  command  of  Don 
Antonio  de  Leyva.  lie  was  instructed  to  entei'tAin  the 
enemy — so  eonnt«Dtly  hanging  on  the  rear — to  accept 
every  chance  of  batUe,  and  to  come  to  close  quarters 
whonever  it  should  be  possible.  The  Spaniards  felt 
confident  of  sinking  evei-y  ship  in  the  English  navy,  if 
they  coulit  but  once  come  to  grappling ;    but  it  was 


'  l>ruki«  1->  WAtfllnghAU],  - 


454  THE  rSITED  SXTBERLASD5,  Our. 

growing  moro  obvious  everj-  hour  that  th«  giving  ot 
wiihtoltling  battle  was  entirely  in  the  Handu  of  Uii'it 
fges.  Meantime — wbile  the  rear  wii»  thus  pTutM-t«d  bjr 
Loyva's  divieion — ibe  vanguard  and  moia  body  uf  ilia 
Armada,  led  by  tbe  captaiu>general,  would  atcadily, 
pui'Hiie  its  way,  according  to  the  royal  inslruotiona, 
nntil  it  arrivtd  at  its  appointed  meeting-plac«  wjth 
the  Dnke  of  Phtqib.  Moreover,  the  Doke  of  Modina, 
dissalisfled  with  the  want  of  discipline  and  of  good 
ecanuuiskip  hitherto  dif^pUyed  in  his  fleet,  now  twk 
occasion  to  send  a  serjeant-major,  with  written  auling 
directions,  on  board  each  ship  in  ibe  Armada,  witk 
express  orders  to  hang  every  captain,  witlutnt  «ppwt 
or  consultation,  who  should  leave  the  ^lOBitiou  a«ngiiri 
him;  and  the  hangmen  were  sent  with  tho  uerjeanti 
majors  to  ensure  immediate  attention  to  tbe^e  nmag/t- 
ments.'  Juan  Gil  was  at  the  same  time  sent  off  ia  • 
sloop  to  the  Duke  of  Parma,  to  carry  the  news  of  Ui« 
movements  of  the  Armada,  to  request  information  as  tu 
the  exact  spot  and  moment  of  the  jtinction.  and  to  li^ 
for  pilots  acquainted  wiih  the  French  and  (lemira 
coasts.  "  In  case  of  the  slightest  gale  in  the  world." 
said  Medina.  "  I  don't  know  how  or  where  to  sbeltct 
such  large  ships  as  ours."* 

Disposed  in  this  manner,  the  SpBniardBsatledteisnrel]r 
along  the  English  coast  with  light  westerly  bnxaiMi 
watched  closely  by  the  Queen's  fleet,  which  hovered  a( 
a  moderate  distance  to  windward,  without  offering,  thai 
dav.  any  obstruotion  to  their  course. 

By  five  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  2nd  of  Awnri, 
the  Armada  lay  between  Portland  Hill  and  St.  AImd'n 
Tm^iAng.  Head,  whenthe  wind  shifted  to  the  nortb-OMl* 
>^^  and  ^vo  the  Spaniards  the  weAlht)r>^iga.^ 
The  English  did  their  best  to  get  to  windward,  bnt  tli« 
Duke,  standing  close  inio  the  land  with  the  wImIa 
Armada,  maintained  his  advantage.  The  KngliKji  ' 
went  about,  making  a  tack  seaward,  and  were  booh  oAiti' 
wards  assaulted  by  fbe  Spaniards.  A  long  and  ispirilrd 
action  ensued.     Howard  in  his  little  Ark  Royal — "tlia 
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odil  ship  of  tbe  world  fur  all  oomlitions  " — was  engftRecl 
at  ilifferent  tuoe-s  with  Bertendona,  of  the  Italian 
tuinadron,  with  Alonzo  de  T.eyva  in  the  Batta,  and  with 
uther  large  vessels.  He  was  hard  pressed  for  a  time, 
btit  wan  gallantly  supported  by  the  Noiifiitrril,  Captain 
Tanner :  and  after  a  long  and  confused  combat,  in  which 
the  .St.  M'trk,  the  .St.  Lake,  the  St.  Mattheic,  the  S.  Philip, 
yljtB  St.  John,  the  8t.  James,  the  St.  John  Baptist,  the  .V. 
trtin,  and  ninny  other  great  guUeons,  with  saintly  and 
Mtolic  names,  fought  pell-mell  with  the  Lion,  the 

, Br,  the  ButU  the  Tiger,  the  Dn^adimught,  the  Revtnge,  the 

Vtetory.  the  Triumph,  and  othor  of  the  more  profanely- 
baptized  Knglish  ships,  the  Spaniards  wore  again  baffled 
in  all  their  attempts  to  close  with,  and  to  board,  ihuir 
ever-attacking,  ever-flying  adversaries.  The  cannon- 
ading was  incessant.  "  VVe  had  a  sharp  and  a  long 
fight,"  said  Hawkins.'  Boat-loads  of  men  and  nmnitious 
were  perpetually  arriving  to  the  English,  and  many 
high-bom  volunteers— like  Cumberland,  Oxford,  North- 
nmboi-land,  Baleigh,  Brooke,  Dudley,  WiUonghhy,  Noel, 
William  Hatton,  Thomas  Cecil,  and  others — could  no 
longer  restrain  their  iinpatienee.  as  the  roar  of  battle 
aonnded  along  the  coasts  of  Dontet,  but  flocked  merrily 
on  board  the  ships  of  Drake,  Uawkins.  Howard,  and 
Frobishor,  or  c«me  iji  small  vessels  which  they  hod 
chartered  for  themselves,  in  order  to  have  their  share  in 
the  delights  of  the  long-expected  struggle.' 

The  action,  irregular,  desultory,  but  lively,  continued 
nearly  all  day,  and  until  the  Engliwh  had  fired  away 
most  of  their  powder  and  shot.'  Tlie  Spaniards,  too. 
notwithstanding  their  years  of  preparation,  were  already 
short  of  light  metal,  and  Jledina  Sidonia  had  been  daily 
sending  to  Parma  for  a  supply  of  four,  six,  and  ten  pouud 
balls.*  iSo  much  lead  and  gunpowder  had  never  before 
wn  wasted  in  a  single  day ;  for  thei'e  was  no  great 
Biage  inflicted  on  either  side.  The  artillery  practioQ 
R  oertainly  not  much  to  tbe  credit  of  either  nation. 
P*  If  her  Majesty's  ships  had  been  manned  with  a  full 
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supply  of  good  gunnors,"  said  liono&t  William  Thmuit. 
inoldartitleryman,  "it  would  hnve  liccn  the  wnofnll** 
time  ever  the  Spaniard  took  in  hiind,  ntid  the  niort  noMt 
victory  ever  heard  iif  would  have  been  tier  Mnjcilj't. 
But  our  tiiDfi  were  the  cauee  tJiat  ho  much  powd<:ruid 
shot  were  spent,  so  long  time  in  fight,  and  lu  com|MHiii 
80  little  harm  done.  It  were  greatly  to  be  wisboil  llot 
her  Majesty  were  no  longer  JecBived  in  this  wny."' 

Yet  the  English,  at  any  rate,  had  Bucc«eded  hi  di*- 
playing  their  Beamanship,  if  nut  their  gnnnery.  la  *d- 
vantage.  In  vain  the  nnwieldy  hulks  aud  gallevms  W 
attempted  to  grapple  with  their  light- wiiigeil  Toee,  wbt 
pelti'd  them,  braved  them,  damaged  their  saibt  aod  gMW- 
ing.  and  then  danced  lightly  off  into  the  ditit&nn!:  ontd 
at  Inst,  as  night  tell,  the  wind  cante  out  from  ibe  wM 
again,  and  the  English  regained  aud  kept  the  w««t)Mr> 
gRge. 

The  Queen's  fleet,  now  divided  into  four  aqnadnn, 
under  Ilowaid,  Drake,  Ilawkinn,  and  FrobiA«r, 
amounted  to  near  one  hundred  sail,  exclnsiveof  Lo^i 
Henry  Seymour's  division,  which  was  cruising  in  (b# 
Straite  of  Dover.  But  few  of  all  (his  number  wen  Aift 
of  war,  however,  and  the  merchant  vesHoln,  altbosgk 
sealons  and  active  eniiiigh.  were  not  thought  totj  eCv^ 
live.  "  If  yon  had  seen  the  simple  K<irvice  d<in«  by  lU 
merchants  and  coast  ships,"  said  Winter,  ' 
have  said  we  had  been  little  holpen  by 
than  that  they  did  make  a  show."  • 

All  night  the  Spaniards,  holding  tlieir ^ 

Calais,  ^ter  the  long  but  indecisive  confiiot 
3  Aig,.w«i.  ™'"ated,  were  closely  pursued  by  tlii 
t  Anr.,TtaBn  antagonists.     On  Wednesday.  Sul  of  An 

"**■  there  was  some  slight  cannonadi  ^. 
slender  roault.i :  and  on  Thursday,  the  4th.  tailh 
were  off  Dunnoso,  on  the  Isle  of  Wight.  Tbm 
hulk  Saiitanii  and  a  galleon  of  I'ortngal.  having 
wiraowhat  damaged  the  previnns  day,  were  ' 
behind  the  rest  of  Iho  Armada,  and  wore 

.  WiltWn -n™™.  m»l..-<™n»r  of   ,„  |^^^,^  -^   ,^   ,^ 

Oit  \<m  at  StM  dvuUr  liyUic  iiinhi[i-    US.) 

«ir  W 

^  lUL  (&  P.  ooiB  jiaj 


SLTErtlOK  SEAMANSHIP  OK  XnF.  ENGLISH, 

ftttocked  by  ihe  Triamph  nad  a  few  other  Teasels.  Don 
Antonio  de  I>eyva,  with  aome  of  t)ie  galeasBes  and  Isrga 
gnllonns,  caiuci  to  the  rescue,  and  Frobislier,  although  in 
mnch  peril,  maintained  an  unequal  conflict,  within  clo^e 
nutge,  with  great  spirit.' 

Seeing  his  danger,  the  Lord  Admiral  in  the  Ari  E<yai, 
ncoomponied  by  the  Golden  jAon,  the  White  Bear,  the 
EJizalitth,  tie  1  irtory,  and  the  Leicester,  bore  boldly  down 
into  the  very  midst  of  the  Spftnieh  fleet,  and  laid  himself 
within  fJiree  or  four  hundred  yards  of  Medina's  flag- 
ship, the  St.  Martin,  while  his  eomrudes  were  at  equally 
close  quarters  with  Vice-Admira!  Eeoalde  and  the  gal- 
leons of  Oqnendo,  Menia,  and  Alroanza.  Jt  was  the 
hotlest  conflict  which  had  yet  taken  place.'  Here  at 
last  was  thorough  English  work.  The  two  great  fleets. 
iSlluoh  wore  there  to  subjugate  and  tu  defend  the  realm 
^K  Elizabeth,  were  nearly  yard-arm  and  yard-arm  toge- 
Hpisr — &U  England  on  the  lee.  llroadside  after  broadside 
'  irf  great  pma,  volley  after  volley  of  arquebnary  from 
maintop  and  rigging,  were  warmly  exchanged,  and  much 
darni^e  was  inflicted  on  the  Spaniards,  whose  gigantic 
ships  were  so  easy  a  mark  to  aim  at,  while  from  their 
turrcted  heights  (hey  Ihemeelvcs  fired  for  the  most  part 
hamdessly  tirer  the  heads  of  their  adversaries.  The 
Ii^ikders  of  the  Armaila,  however,  were  encouraged,  for 
tliey  expeoted  at  last  to  come  to  even  closer  quiu'ters. 
And  there  were  some  among  the  English  who  were  mad 
enough  to  wish  to  hoard. 

But  so  soon  as  FrohiBher,  who  was  the  hero  of  the 
day,  hud  extricated  himself  from  his  difficulty,  the 
Lord -Admiral— having  no  intention  of  risking  the 
existence  of  his  fleet,  and  with  it  perhaps  of  the  English 
crown,  upon  the  hazard  of  a  (jingle  battle,  and  having 
been  himself  somewhat  damaged  in  the  fight — gave  the 
signsl  for  retreat,  and  cjiused  the  Ark  livyal  to  he  towed 
out  of  action.  Thus  the  Spaniards  were  frustrated  of 
iheir  hfipoB.  and  the  English,  having  inflicted  much 
punishment  at  comparatively  small  lose  to  themselves, 
again  stood  off  to  windward,  and  the  Armada  continued 
its  indolent  course  along  the  clifl's  of  Fiethw»4 
Blackgang.* 
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Ou  Priday,  5th  August,  the  EnglUb.  haviug  rec«>ii«ii 
men  and  munitions  from  shore,  pursniMl  tlieir  anUgmiiiU 
Fn.. »  Auj.  at  a  moderate  distance ;  and  the  Lord- Admiral. 
ini.  profiting  by  the  jMHse — for  it  was  almost  a  fl*l 
calm — sent  for  Martin  Frobiiiher,  John  Hawkins.  Rogw 
Townsend,  Lord  Thomas  Howard,  son  of  the  Ihike  of 
Norfolk,  and  Loi'd  Edmund  Sheffield,  and  on  the  deck* 
of  tho  Royal  Ark  conferred  the  honour  of  knighthoAl 
on  each  for  hia  gallantry  in  the  action  of  the  previoO* 
day.'  Medina  Sidonia,  on  his  part,  was  again  desimUA- 
inj;  messenger  after  mesaengor  to  the  Dnku  of  Parma, 
asking  for  small  shot,  pilots,  and  forty  (ly-boals,  irilli 
which  to  pursue  the  teasing  English  clippi-rB.'  Tbt* 
Catholic  Armada,  ho  said,  being  so  hir^  and  heavr, 
was  quite  in  the  power  of  ibi  adversarii^s,  who  ouvU 
assault,  retreat,  fight,  or  leave  off  fighting,  while  1w 
liad  nothing  for  it  but  to  proceed,  as  cxpeditJotulv  M 
might  be,  to  hia  rendezvoiia  in  Calais  roads. 

And  in  Calais  roads  the  great  fleet — sailing  slowly  ill' 
s»L.  0  Aug.  lest  day  in  company  with  the  English,  with- 
i6"s-      out  a  shot  being  fired  ou  either  side — at  laM 
dropped  anchor  ou  Satnnlav  afternoon,  August  6th. 

Here,  then,  the  Invincible  Arm.nda  had  arrived  at  ttr 
appoiuted  reeting-plaoe.  Here  the  great  jonctJon  4f' 
Medina  Sidimia  with  the  Duke  of  Parma  was  to  ^ 
effected,  and  now  at  last  the  curtain  was  to  rise  npmi  .  . 
lust  act  of  the  great  drama  m  slowly  and  elabont^j' 
prepared. 

That  Saturday  afternoon.  Lord  Heniy  Seymour 
his  sq^uadron  of  sixteen  lay  between  DoagciMsM 
Folkestone,  waiting  the  approach  of  the  two  fleets, 
spoke  several  coaatiug- vessels  coming  from  the  w 
but  they  could  give  him  no  information — straitgn  to  my 
— either  of  the  Spaniards  or  of  his  own  conntn'SNO.*' 
Seymour,  having  hardly  three  days"  provision  in 
fleet,  thought  that  tliero  might  I>e  time  (o  taku  in  i 
plies,  and  so  boro  inttf  the  Downs.  Hanlly  had  he  t 
there  half  an  hour,  when  a  pinnace  iirnved  fV«in 
Lord-Admiral,  with  orders  for  Lord  Ili-ury's  sqii 
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to  hold  iteelf  m  readiness.  There  wae  no  longer  time  for 
victualling,  and  very  soon  afteiTA-ards  the  order  wa*  given 
to  make  sail  and  lioar  for  the  French  coaut.  The  wind 
was,  however,  Bo  light  that  tlie  whole  day  wau  spent  be- 
fgre  Seyiuuwr  with  hiB  ships  coiild  oroes  the  Channel-  At 
last,  towards  seven  in  the  evening,  he  saw  the  great 
t>paniBh  Armada  drawn  up  in  a  half-moon,  and  riding  at 
anchor — the  Rhjps  very  near  each  other — a  little  to  iho 
oastward  of  Calais,  and  very  near  the  shore.'  The  Eng- 
litili.  onder  Howard,  Ifrafce,  Frobihhcr,  and  Hawkins, 
were  slowly  following,  and — so  soou  as  Lord  Henry, 
arriving  from  the  oppuKite  shore,  had  made  his  junction 
with  them — the  whole  combined  fleet  dropped  anchor 
likewise  very  near  Calais,  and  within  one  mile  and  a 
half  of  the  Spaniards.  That  invincible  force  had  at  laet 
almost  reached  its  destination.  It  was  now  to  receive 
the  co-operation  of  the  great  FameKe,  at  the  head  of  an 
army  of  veterans,  di8ci|3ined  on  a  hnndred  battle-fields, 
confident  from  countless  victories,  and  arrayed,  as  they 
had  been  with  ostentatious  splendour,  to  follow  the  most 
brilliant  general  in  Christendom  on  his  triumphal  march 
into  the  capit&l  of  Ei^Iand.  The  long-threatened  inva- 
sion was  no  longer  an  idle  figment  of  politiciaos,  mali- 
ciously spread  abroad  to  poison  men's  minds  as  to  tho 
intentions  of  a  long-end itrii^  but  magnanimous,  and  on 
the  whole  friendly  sovereign.  The  luaak  had  been  at 
la6t  thrown  down,  and  the  mild  accents  of  I'hilip'u 
diplomatists  and  their  English  du]>cs,  interchanging 
protocols  so  decorously  month  after  month  on  the  sands 
of  Boui'boui^,  had  been  drowned  by  the  peieraptoiy 
voice  of  English  and  Spanish  artillery,  suddenly  breaking 
in  upon  their  placid  oonfureneos.  It  had  now  become 
supererogatory  to  ask  for  Alexander's  word  of  honour 
whether  he  had  ever  heard  of  Cardinal  Allan's  pamphlet, 
or  whether  Us  master  contemplated  hostilities  against 
Queen  Elizabeth. 

Never,  since  England  was  England,  bad  such  a  sight 
beew  seen  as  now  revealed  irself  in  those  narrow  straits 
between  Dover  and  Calais.  Along  tJiat  long,  low,  sandy 
shore,  and  quite  within  the  range  of  the  Calais  fortifica- 
tions, one  hundred  and  thirty  Spanish  ahipt— the  greator 
IBtimber  of  them  the  largest  and  most  heavily  armed  iu 
r  '  sir  W,  IVinlcr  tu  WuUiigtam.  Jml  OWA. 
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the  world — lay  face  to  face,  and  §i»rcely  out  oT 
shot,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  English  sloom 
frigates,  the  Etrongent  and  §wift«)it  that  the  inland  p 
fiimtiili,  and  commanded  by  men  whose  exploits  hiii 

I  Tnng  through  the  world. 

\  Farther  along  the  ooaet,  invieible,  but  known  to  b* 
perfurming  a  most  perilona  and  vital  Ber^■ice,  «ii  ■ 
aquadron  of  Dutch  veasehi  of  all  aize^  lining  bodt  tlit 
inner  and  outer  edges  i>f  the  mndbankti  off  the  FleuiA 
coasts,  and  ewamiing  in  all  the  e«tnaries  and  inleb  of 
that  intricate  and  dangerous  cniising-ground  betweoi 

B-Dnnkirk  and  Walcheren.     Those  fleets  of  ntillsitd  Oil 
y  galleon^ 

F'rioops,  and  fly-boftte,  under  Wariuond,  Masnaii.  Van  *» 
Does,  de  Moot,  and  RoBendael,  lay  iiatienlly  btocka^nl 
every  possible  egress  from  Newport,  or  (ilravelintf,  (T 
BliiyK,  or  Flushing,  or  Bunkirk.  and  longing  to  gn^lt 
with  the  Uuke  of  Parma,'  so  soim  as  Kts  fleet  of  gnnbmM 
and  hoys,  packed  with  his  Spanish  and  Italian  ve4Mi 
should  venture  to  set  forth  upon  the  sea  for  their  li 
prepared  exploit. 

It  WBfl  a  pompons  epectacle,  that  midsncnmer  ni^il 
upon  those  narrow  seas.  The  moon,  whifh  wa»  ai  l( 
full,  was  rising  calmly  upon  a  scene  of  auxiouM  expect 
tion.  Would  she  not  Le  looking,  by  the  miirrow'a  tngt 
upon  a  subjugated  England,  a  re-enslavnd  Rnllaad- 
upon  the  downfall  of  civil  and  religious  lilterty  ?  Hoi 
ships  of  Spain,  which  lay  there  with  their  taUM 
waving  in  the  moonlight,  lUscharging  salvoc*  of 


pat«d  triiitDph  and  filling  the  air  with  strains  of  li 
miisic,  itould  they  not,  hy  daybreak,  be  movinjiil 
to  their  purpose,  benring  the  oonquororo  of  the  wi 


e  of  ihoir  oherislied  hopes  ? 
That  Euglisli  fleet,  too.  wliich  rode  there  atancbtirii 
anxiuiuily  on  the  waich— would  that  sn-ann  of  ntn" 
lightly-handled,  but  slender  vessels,  which  had  1 
their  own  hitherto  in  hurried  and  desultory  b] 
ho  able  to  cope  with  their  gieat  untagimirt,  now  d 
lufrmcnt  hod  arrived  for  the  death  grapple  ?  WonM  ■ 
Ilowai-d,  Drake,  Frohisher,  Seymour,  Winter,  and  Ha' 
kins,  bo  swept  out  of  the  straits  at  last,  yielding 
paasagQ  to  at«diua,  Oquondo,   Reoaldo,  andl 

>  Bm.  M\.  Kft  Wl-  llLWfflem-B.-tlV.'BJ. 


Would  those  nolUndcTB  and  Zcelaodcrs,  cmiBing  so 
vigilantly  among  their  txeacheroua  shallows,  dai'o  to 
maintain  their  pout,  now  that  the  terrible  "  Holofomeso," 
^th  Ilia  invincible  legions,  wub  resolved  to  come  forth  ? 
So  soon  as  he  had  cast  anchor,  Howard  despatched  a 
lace  to  the  Va/iguai-d,  with  a  message  to  Winter  to 
on  hoaiJ  tJie  fliigship.'  When  Sir  William  reached 
Ark,  it  was  already  nine  in  the  evening.  He  was 
anxiously  consulted  by  the  Lord-Admiral  as  to  the  conrse 
now  to  be  taken.  Hitherto  the  English  had  been  teasing 
and  perplexing  an  enemy,  on  the  retreat,  as  it  were,  by 
the  nature  of  his  instructions.  Although  anxions  to  give 
battle,  the  tjpaniard  was  forbidden  to  descend  upon  the 
coa^t  nntil  after  his  junction  with  Parma.  So  the  Eng- 
lish liaJ  played  a  comparatively  easy  game,  hanging 
upon  their  enemy's  skirt«,  maltreating  him  as  they 
doubled  about  him.  cannonading  him  from  a  distance, 
and  slipping  out  of  his  reach  at  their  pleasure.  Bnt  he 
wag  now  to  be  met  face  to  fiice,  and  the  fate  of  the  two 
free  cummoDwealths  of  the  world  was  upon  the  it<sue  of 
the  struggle,  which  could  no  longer  be  deferred. 

Winter,  standing  side  by  side  with  the  Lord-Admiral 

jin  the  deck  of  the  little  Ark  Rmfd,  gaeed  for  the  fiist 

''   la  cm.  those  enormous  galleons  and  galleys  with  which 

companion  was  already  sufficiently  fanuliar. 

'  Conaidering  their  hugeness,"  said  he,  "  "twill  not  bo 

-^lOMible  to  rBBiovo  them  but  by  a  device."  • 

Then  remembering,  in  a  lucky  moment,  something 
that  lie  had  heard  four  j'eara  before  of  the  fire-ships  scut 
by  tho  Antwerpers  against  Parma's  bridge — the  inventor 
ofwhicii,  the  Italian  Gianibelli.  was  at  that  very  moment 
ooQstni cling  fortifications  on  the  Thames*  to  assist  the 
English  against  his  old  enemy  Famese — Winter  sug- 
gested that  some  stratagem  of  the  same  kind  should  bo 
attempted  against  the  Invincible  Armada.'  There  was 
no  time  nor  opportunity  to  prepare  such  submarine  vol- 
canoes as  hail  been  employed  on  that  memorable  occa- 
sion ;  but  burning  ships  at  leo&t  might  be  scot  among 
the  fleet.     Some  damage  would  doubtless  be  thus  in- 
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flictcd  by  the  ftre.  and  perbape  a  panic,  euggwrtwl  t; 
momories  of  Antwerp  aiiil  bv  the  knuwleilge  lli*l  Oio 
fitiTioits  Mantiian  wizard  waa  then  a  resident  nt  Bngfasi 
would  be  still  more  effective,  hi  Winter's  ojiinion,  tin 
Armadii  might  at  least  be  compelled  to  ab'p  ite  cMt*, 
aad  he  thrown  into  some  confusion  if  the  projent  «  ~ 
fairly  carried  out 

Howard  approved  of  the  device,  and  deTerminedti) 
hold,  nest  morning,  a  council  of  war  for  arranpng  It 
details  of  it8  execution.' 

While  the  two  sat  in  the  cabin,  conversing  ttn 
earnestly,  there  had  welt  nigh  been  a  Bcrioiis  miafuiti 
The  ship  Wliiif  Hear,  of  1000  tone  hnrthcn,  and  thrW 
others  of  the  English  fleet,  all  liingled  together,  xtM 
drifting  with  die  tide  againsL  tho  Ark.  I'hore  itA 
many  yards  carried  away,  much  lAckle  spoiled,  And  6»< 
time  there IwaiS  great  danger,  in  the  opinion  uf  WiaMl 
that  some  of  the  very  best  ships  ib  the  flwt  wonld  I' 
crippled  and  qnite  destroyed  on  the  eve  of  a  gunmlvl 
gageraeut.  By  edacrity  and  gi>od  handling,  huwcvct, 
the  ships  were  separated,  and  the  ill  eonsequmim  uf  ik 
accident — such  as  had  already  pro\-od  fatal  lo  aennl 
Spanihb  Tosaele — were  fortunately  averted.' 

Next  day,  Sunday,  7th  Anguat,  thp  two  gTe«t  Dm*    I 
were  still  lying  hut  a  mite  aud  a  hnlf  apart,  <m1b' 
siin.,1  tuK,  S^^'iig  at  each  other,  and  rixing  snd  falE 

"^^-      at  their  atiuhors  as  idly  as  if  some  Toot  mmi 
regatta  were  the  only  purpose  of  that  great  i 
of  Hliipping.     Nothing  ne  yet  whs  heard   of  Fw 
Thus  far,  at  least,  the  Hollanders  had  htdd  '  ' 
and  there  was  still  breathing- time  before  tlW' 
So  Howard  hung  out  his  signal  for  council  ' 
morning,  and  very  soon  after  Di'ake  and  Hal 
mour.  Winter,  and  tho  rest,  were  gravely 
his  cabin.* 


B   toM-AaiBlrml    (Kor,   111.    wu 
m).  or   lo   Umke  (Stndi.    Ii,   M»).    lojt 
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^HKlt  vas  decided  tliat  ^^  inter's  suggeBtion  tJiouId  be 
^^■■ted  upon,  and  Sir  Hciny  Palmer  was  immediately 
^HMppotcticd  inapiimoco  to  Dover,  tobringoff  anumbcr  of 
Bbh  vesBcls  fit  tu  be  filed,  togetlier  with  a.  supply  uf  light 
wood,  iar,  rusin,  bulphiir,  and  other  cumbuutibles  iuceI 
Adapted  to  the  pnrpoae.'  But  us  time  wore  away,  it  be- 
came obvioiiely  impossible  fur  I'abncr  to  return  that 
night,  and  it  vaa  determined  to  make  the  most  of  what 
ecitild  be  eollected  in  the  fleet  itself.'  Otherwise  it  was 
til  be  feared  that  the  opportunity  might  be  for  ever  lost. 
I'annu,  cnishing  hII  opjioisition.  might  Kuddenly  appear 
at  any  moment  upon  the  Channi'l ;  and  the  whole  Spanish 
Armada,  placing  itself  between  bim  and  his  enemies, 
would  engage  tlie  English  imd  Dutch  fleets,  and  cover 
)iie  passage  to  Dover.  It  would  then  be  too  late  to  think 
of  the  burning  ships. 

On  tlie  other  liand,  npon  the  decks  of  the  Armflda, 
thi're  was  an  impatience  that  night  which  increased 
Bveiy  hour.  The  goTemor  of  Calais,  H.  de  Gourdon, 
had  sent  his  nephew  on  board  the  flugship  of  Medina 
Sidonia,  with  courteous  salutations,  piolessions  of  friend- 
ship, and  bountiful  refreshments.  I'hcre  was  no  fear — 
now  that  Mncio  was  for  the  time  in  the  ascendancy — 
that  the  scheraeB  of  Philip  wonld  be  interfered  with  by 
France.  The  governor  had,  however,  sent  serious  warn- 
ing of  the  dangerous  pusiiion  in  which  the  Armada  had 
pliMcd  ilcelf.  lie  was  quite  right.  Calais  roads  were 
tiu  safe  anchorage  for  hngo  vessels  like  those  of  Spain 
and  Portugal ;  for  the  tides  and  cross- currents  to  which 
they  were  exposed  were  most  treacherous.'  It  was  calm 
enough  at  the  moment,  but  a  wesletly  gale  might,  in  a 
few  horn's,  drive  the  whole  fleet  hopelessly  among  the 
sand-baoks  of  the  dangerons  Flemish  CDSst.  Moreover, 
the  Dnke,  although  tolerably  well  furnished  with  charts 
and  pilots  I'or  the  English  coast,  was  comparatively  un- 
pnivided  against  the  dangers  which  miglit  beset  him  off 
Dunkirk.  Newport,  and  Flushing.  He  had  sent  meesen* 
gers,  day  after  day,  to  Farnese,  begging  for  assistance 
of  various  kinds,  but,  above  all,  imploiing  his  instant 
presence  on  the  field  of  action.*     It  was  the  time  and 

'  WMtu'g  tctler,  MS,  ISni!,    t    Aan.    I«M.    fi    Ang.    UM. 

■  Ibid.  l-iuniii    lo    Philip    ll„    T    Aug.    )«"». 

•  Ucrrrm,  til.  Ml.  I'M.  e    Aug,   lUW.      ^Ki^i.   Ik   UmOKU. 

•Mnlln.  m-aU  I-  l-awa,  S  Aug.    MS8.) 


place  for  Aleiaiiiler  to  lisaame  the  uluef  oouunwid.  TIm 
Armada  wan  ready  to  make  front  against  tL»  Eii>b>ii 
fleet  on  the  left,  while  on  the  right,  the  Duke,  tbiw  pne 
tected,  might  proceed  across  the  l-'-hannel  luid  l^ 
possession  of  England. 

And  the  impatience  of  the  soldierH  and  aailnra 
board  the  fleet  wait  equal  to  that  of  their  conunanilAJ 
There  waa  London  almiwt  before  their  ojcb— a  ' 
toftsa  of  treafcuie,  richer  and  more  accewible  than  i 
mines  beyond  the  Atluntiu  whieh  hod  so  ofien 
Spanish  chivalry  with  tabul una  wealth.  Ajid  tfacmwtM 
men  in  those  galleons  who  remembered  the  Md  <f 
Antwerp,  eleven  years  before — men  who  cotild  tell,  &M 
pertjonal  esporionce,  how  helpless  watj  a  great  DallUM^' 
cial  city,  when  onco  in  the  clutch  of  disciplined  hriondi 
— men  who.  in  that  drewl  "  fiiry  of  Antwerp,"  bad  •• 
riched  themaelves  in  an  hour  with  the  uc-t-uiuulatioM  il 
a  merchant's  life~timo,  and  wlio  had  sluiu  falJMn»  Hi 
molhere,  sons  and  daughters,  brides  and  bridegroom) 
before  each  other's  eyes,  until  the  number  of  inl  ' " — 
butchered  in  the  blazing  streets  rose  to  many  i " 
and  tJie  plunder  from  )>alaoes  and  wurchouwe  n 
by  millions,  before  tho  sun  had  set  on  the  "  groat  fmjf 
Those  Spaniards,  and  ItaliuuM,  and  Wnllonns,  « 
thirsting  fur  more  gold,  for  more  bltxid  ;  um 
capital  of  England  was  even  more  wualthy  and 
defencelcHS  ihan  the  commercial  metropuliii  of  lh«  N< 
lands  had  been,  so  it  was  resolved  tliat  the  London  "  (mwf' 
iJiQuld  be  more  thorough  and  more  productive  thi 
■■  fury"  of  Antwerp,  at  the  memory  of  which  the 
Rtill  shuddered.  And  these  pi'ofBssioniJ  uuldittni 
been  taught  to  consider  the  English  as  a  pacific,  i 
effeminate  race,  dependent  on  good  liviTi^.  witiMM 
perience  of  war,  quickly  fatigued  and  diHcourajjed,' 
oven  more  easily  to  be  plunderpil  and  hiitchmid 
weiD  the  eKcollent  burghers  of  Antwerp. 

And  so  these  southern  uon(|u<9ro»  looked  down 
their  great  givlleons  and  galuaeaes  upon  the  "" 
vessels.  More  than  throe-(}u«rtut8  of  thom  wc 
chantmen.  There  was  nu  cumjiorison  whatever 
the  relative  slron^^th  of  the  fleeU.  In  number  ihoj ' 
abiut  equal—being  each  &om  one  liundrpd        *    ' 
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to  one  hundred  and  fifty  Btrong, — tut  tbo  Spaniards  had 
tvrico  the  tounago  of  the  English,  Tour  times  iho  ai-tiUerj-, 
sod  nearly  three  times  the  number  cif  men. 

Where  was  Famese?  Most  impatiently  the  Golden 
Dnice  paced  the  deck  of  the  Saint  Martin.  Most  e^erly 
wera  thousands  of  eyes  strained  towards  the  eastern 
horizon  to  catch  the  first  glimpse  of  Parma's  flotilla. 
Bnt  the  day  wore  on  to  iu  close,  and  still  the  same 
Inexplicable  and  mynterious  nilence  prevailed.  There 
was  utter  solitude  on  the  watere  in  the  direction  of 
Gravelines  and  Uunkiik — not  a  sail  upon  the  sea  in  the 
quarter  where  hustle  and  activity  hud  been  moHt  ei- 
[Mcted.  The  mystery  was  profound,  for  it  had  never 
entered  the  head  of  any  man  in  the  Armada  that  AleX' 
aiider  could  not  come  oat  when  he  chose.' 

And  now  to  impatience  succeeded  suspicion  and  in- 
dignation ;  and  tliere  were  curses  upon  eluggishnesH  and 
dpoii  treachery.  For,  in  the  horrible  atmosphere  of 
dujdicity  in  which  all  Spaniards  and  Italians  of  that 
epoch  lived,  every  man  suspected  his  brother,  and 
already  Medina  Sidonia  snspeoted  Famese  of  playing 
him  false.  There  were  whispers  of  collusion  between 
the  Ihiko  and  the  English  commissioners  at  Bourbouig. 
There  were  hints  that  Alexandor  was  playing  his  own 
gauie,  fliat  he  meant  to  divide  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Netherlands  with  the  heretic  EliKabeth,  to  desert  his 
great  truBt,  and  to  effect,  if  poBaible.  the  destruction  of 
his  master's  Armada,  and  the  downfall  of  his  master's 
Bovereignty  in  the  north.  Men  told  each  other,  too,  of 
a  T^^e  rumour,  concerning  which  Alexander  might 
have  received  information,  and  in  which  many  believed, 
that  Uedina  Sidonia  was  the  bearer  of  secret  orders  to 
throw  Famese  into  bondage,  so  soon  at>  he  should  appear, 
to  send  him  a  disgraced  captive  back  to  Spain  for  puwiah- 
ment,  and  to  place  the  baton  of  command  in  the  hand  uf 
the  Dnlce  of  Pastrana,  Philip's  baetai-d  by  the  Elx)li.' 
Thus,  in  the  absence  of  Alexander,  all  was  suspense  and 
snepicioii.  It  seemed  possible  that  disaaler  imttead  of 
triumph  waa  in  store  for  them  through  the  treachory  of 
the  comm and er-in- chief.  Four  and  twenty  hours,  and 
more,  they  had  been  lying  in  ihat  dangerous  roadstead, 
luid  although  the  weather  had  been  calm  and  the  eea 
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tranquil,  there  seemed  somelMug  brooding  in  the  k1 
phere. 

Ae  tbe  twilight  deepened,  tho  moan  becftin*  U 
obaciired,  dark  cloud-masses  Bjiread  over  Uio  hen 
the  sea  grew  Hack,  distant  thunder  rolled,  and  Uie  « 
of  an  approaching  tempest  became  distinctly  aiiilibU 
Such  indications  of  a  westerly  gnle  were  not  encuun^iof  ^ 
to  thoee  cimibrous  vesBelH,  with  the  trBaeheroua  qnuir 
sands  of  Flanders  under  their  lee. 

At  an  hour  past  midnight,  it  was  so  darfc  t 
difficult  for  tho  most  praclisod  eye  to  pierce  far  inlo  tfc* 
gloom.  But  a  faint  drip  of  oars  now  struck  the  eand 
the  Spaniards  as  they  watched  from  the  docks.  A  feT 
moments  afterwards  the  sea  became  suddenly  lnmiiiut)% 
and  six  fiaming  vessels  appeared  at  a  slight  distano^ 
bearing  steadily  down  upon  them  before  Uie  wind  ■r' 
tide.' 

There  wore  men  in  the  Armada  who  bad  b«on  kt  Af 
siege  of  Antwerp  only  three  years  before.    They  icu     ^" 
bered  with  horror  the  devil-ships  of  Giambclli,  ti 
floating  volcanoes,   which  bad   seemed  to   n>nd  t 
and  ocean,  whose  explosion  had  laid  so  many  thixtft 
of  soldiers  dead  at  a  blow,  and  which  hud  shattinvd  tl 
bridge  and  floating  forts  of  Famese,  as  tlioiigh  tbey  h 
been  toys  of  glat^s.     They  knew,  too,  that  thv  G 
engineer  was  at  that  moment  in  England. 

In  a  moment  one  of  those  horrible  juuiics,  i 
spread  with  such  contagious  rapidity  among  large  l 
of  men,  seized  upon  the  Spaniards.  There  vmstyt 
throughout  the  fleet — "  The  fire-ships  of  ADtw«qi>,  tJ 
fire-ships  of  Antwerp  I  "  and  in  an  instant  evety  c«li 
was  out,  and  frantic  attempt*  were  made  by  oftch  gdJw 
and  galoasse  to  escape  what  seemed  imminent  aedn 
tion.  The  confusion  was  beyond  doscription.  Fow  i 
five  of  the  largost  ships  became  entangled  wiOi  «W 
other.  Two  others'  were  set  on  firo  by  tho  flasiit 
vessels,   and  were   consumed.      M«dina  Sidouia,  yA 
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had  been  warnetl,  oven  tofore  his  departure  from  Spain,' 
that  some  euch  artifice  would  probably  be  attempted, 
(ind  who  had  oven,  early  that  momiDg,  sent  out  a  party 
of  sailors  in  a  piunace*  to  search  for  indicatioDS  of  the 
scheme,  waa  not  surprised  or  dismayed.  He  gaye  orders 
— an  well  aa  might  bo — that  every  Hhip,  after  tlic  danger 
should  be  passeil,  was  to  return  to  its  post,  and  await 
his  farther  orders.'  But  it  was  useless,  in  that  moment 
uf  unreasonable  panic,  to  issue  commands.  'ITie  despised 
Mantuan,  who  had  met  with  ao  many  rebuffs  at  Pliiiip's 
court,  and  who — owing  to  official  incredulity — had  been 
but  partially  succesttful  in  his  magnificent  enterprise  at 
Antwerp,  had  now,  by  the  mere  terror  of  his  name, 
inflicted  more  damage  on  Philip's  Aimada  than  had 
'"'ierto   been  accomplished    by  Howai-d  and  Drake, 

iwkins  and  Frobisher,  combined. 

Bo  long  afi  ni^ht  and  darknesH  lasted,  the  confusion 
ilaid  uproar  continued.      When   the   Monday  morning 
dawned,  several  of  the  Spanish  vessels  lay  dis-    y^^^ 
ahled,  while  the  rest  of  the  fleet  was  seen  at  a    Ani.A,' 
distance  of  two  leagues  from  Calais,  driving      '"*■ 
tovwirds  the  Flemish  coast.     The  threatened  gale  bad 
not  j-et  begun  to  blow,  hut  there  were  fresh  squalls  from 
the    W.S.W.,    which,    to  such   awkward  sailers  as  the 
Spanish  vessels,  were  difficult  lo  contend  wtli.     On  the 
other  band,  the  English  fleet  was  all  astir,  and  ready  to 

Kursiie  the  Spaniards,  now  rapidly  drifting  into  the 
orth  Sea.  In  Ihe  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Calais, 
the  flagship  of  the  squadron  of  galeasFCs,  commanded 
by  Don  Hugo  do  Moncado,  was  discovered  u.siiig  her 
foresail  and  oarft,  and  endeavouring  to  enter  the  harbour. 
She  had  been  damaged  by  collision  with  the  St.  John  of 
Skill/  and  other  ships,  during  the  night's  panic,  and  had 
her  rudder  quite  torn  away.'  She  was  the  largest  and 
moat  splendid  vessel  in  the  Armada— Ihe  shownship  of 
the  fleet,  "  the  very  glorj-  and  stay  of  (he  Spanish  navy ;" ' 
And  during  the  previous  two  days  she  had  been  visited 
^od  admired  by  great  numbora  of  Frenchmen  from  the 
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Lord  Admiral  Howard  bore  down  upon  her  ttt  onco, 
liut  as  hhe  was  already  in  shallow  watt-r.  and  was  rowing 
steadily  towards  the  town,  he  saw  that  the  Ark  could 
not  fullow  with  safety.  So  he  sent  his  long-buftt  Id  cut 
hor  out,  manned  wilji  fifty  or  sixty  Tolunteors,  tauiii 
them  "  as  valiant  in  courage  as  gentle  in  birth  " ' — u  ^ 
partaker  in  the  adventure  declared.  The  Slargar*  0t 
Joaii  of  London,  also  following  in  puraiut,  ran  l»t«tl! 
(i-ground,  but  the  master  desjialched  his  pionaot  wi4 
a  body  of  mrifiketeera,  to    wd    in  the    capture  of  ibi 

That  huge  vessel  failed  to  enter  the  harbtmr.  t 
nbick  fast  upon  the  bar.  There  was  much  diniuiy  o» 
board,  but  Don  Hugo  prepared  resolutely  to  defend  APnt 
nelf.  The  quays  of  Calais  and  the  line  of  the  Fnudl 
shore  were  lined  with  thousands  of  eager  speotalcM,  M 
the  two  boats— rowing  steadily  towiirdH  a  galoM*^ 
which  carried  forty  brass  pieces  of  artiUory,  and  w» 
manned  with  throe  hundred  soldiers  and  four  biiildni 
and  fifty  slaves — seemed  ruehiug  upon  their  own  dital 
tion.  Of  these  daring  Eugliehmen,  patriciaiia  and  f 
beiana  together,  in  two  open  pinnaces,  there  vara  ■ 
more  than  one  hundred  in  number,  all  told.  TheyM 
]ttid  themsolvos  close  to  the  Cnpilaiia,  far  below  hor  hd^ 
aides,  and  called  on  Don  Hugo  to  surrctukir.  "" 
answer  was  a  smile  of  derision  from  lh«  hM, 
Spaniard,  se  he  looked  down  upon  them  from  ' 
seemed  an  inaccessible  height  llien  one  Wiltna.  00 
swain  of  the  Delight,  at  \S  intor'M  squadron,  clambefl 
up  to  the  enemy's  deck  and  full  dead  the  hium  insttU 
I'hen  the  Englixh  volunteers  opi'ued  a  volley  upon  H 
Spaniards.  "They  seemed  safely  euacuuonl  in  t)M 
ehips,"  said  bold  Dick  Tonison.  of  ihv  Jtartant  * 
JodH,  "  while  we  in  our  open  pinnaces,  and  br  mi 
f  ttem.  had  nothing  to  shroud  and  cover  us."  MotMff 
I  flie  numbers  were  seven  hundred  and  fifty  to  oaa  W 
,  dred.  But  the  Spaniards,  still  quite  diecon«>rtsd  by  i 
eveuta  of  the  preceding  night,  seemed  under  a  <_ 
Otherwise  it  would  have  been  an  easv  matter  Igr  i 
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great  galeasBe  to  anmMlate  euch  puny  antogonistB  in  a 
very  short  space  of  time." 

The  English  pelted  tho  SpaniardB  quite  cheerfully, 
liuwever,  with  arquobiiB-ahot,  whenever  they  showed 
Ihetnaelves  above  Uio  bulwarks,  picked  off  a  conaider- 
able  nunibor,  and  eustained  a  mthor  severe  loss  them- 
nelvee.  Lieutenant  Preston,  of  the  Ark  Rnyd,  among 
others,  being  dangerously  wounded.  "  We  had  a  pretty 
sVirmish  for  half  an  hour,"  said  Tomson.  At  last  Don 
Ilugo  de  Moncada,  furious  at  the  inefRcientry  of  his  men, 
and  leading  tliom  forward  in  pei'son,  fell  back  on  his  deck 
with  a  bullet  through  both  eyes,'  The  panic  was  in- 
stantaneous, for,  meantime,  several  other  English  bc^ats 
— some  with  eight,  ten,  or  twelve  men  on  board^were 
Been  pulling  towards  the  galeasse ;  while  the  diamayed 
soldiers  at  once  leaped  oiverboard  on  the  land  side,  and 
attempted  to  escape  by  swimming  and  wading  to  the 
shore.  Some  of  them  BUccei-ded,  but  the  greater 
number  were  drowned.  The  few  vvho  remained — not 
mure  than  twenty  in  all' — ^hoiated  two  handkerchiufa 
upon  two  rapiers  as  a  signal  of  truce.'  'ITio  English, 
accepting  it  as  a  symbol  of  defeat,  scrambled  with  great 
difficnity  up  the  lofty  sides  of  the  CapUma,  and,  for  an 
hour  and  a  half,  occupied  themselves  most  agreeably  in 
plundering  the  ship  and  in  liberating  tho  slaves.' 

It  was  tlieir  intention,  with  the  flood-tide,  to  get 
the  vessel  off.  as  she  was  but  slightly  damaged,  and  of 
very  great  value.  But  a  seiious  obstacle  arose  to  this 
arrangement.  For  presently  a  boat  came  alongside, 
with  young  M.  de  Gourdon  and  another  French  captain, 
and  hailed  the  galeaase.  There  was  nobody  on  board 
who  could  s|ioak  French  but  Richard  Tomson.  So 
Richard  returned  the  hail,  and  asked  their  business.' 
Thoy  said  they  came  from  tho  governor. 

"  And  what  is  the  governor's  pleasure  ?"  asked  Tom- 
Bon,  when  they  had  come  up  the  side. 

"  Tho  governor  has  stood  and  beheld  your  fight, 
and  rejoiei^d  in  your  victory,"  was  the  reply;  "and 
he  says  thjrt  for  your  prowess  and  manhood  you  well 
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deserve  tho  pillage  of  the  galeasse.  He  requirCB  tui 
0fnuraan<lB  yon,  however,  not  to  attempt  carrying  off 
either  the  ship  or  its  ordnnnce ;  for  sho  lies  fr-grounil 
under  the  battery  of  hia  castle,  and  within  liia  jnri»- 
diction,  and  doea  ofiright  appertain  to  him." 

ITiis  seemed  hard  npon  the  hiiodied  volunteers,  wli'i. 
in  their  two  open  boats,  had  bo  manfully  carried  a  Aip 
of  1200  tons,  40  guns,  and  ToO  men;  but  Uichaid  or 
ewered  diplomatically. 

"  We  thank  M.  de  Gourdon,"  said  he,  "  for  gmiliiis 
the  pillage  to  manners  and  soldiers  who  had  Sm^ 
for  it,  and  wo  acknowledge  that  without  his  gocdwiU 
we  cannot  carry  away  anything  we  have  got,  for  U*  ■ 
ship  lies  on  ground  directly  under  his  hatUiriM  ui 
bulwarks.  Concerning  the  ship  and  urdmuir.a,  «• 
pray  that  he  would  attnd  a  pinniice  to  my  Lord  AdmitiJ 
Howard,  who  is  here  in  person  hard  by.  from  whom  h*  ' 
will  have  an  honourable  and  friendly  answer,  which  vt  ^ 
shall  all  obey." 

Witli  this  the  French  ofGceis,  being  apparentlj  • 
tent,  were  about  to  depart ;  and  it  is  not  in 
that  the  soft  answer  might  have  obtained  thft ; 
and  the  ordnance,  notwithstanding  the 
which  Philip  II.  hnd  made  wilii  his  exi 
Ilenrv  III,  for  aid  and  comfort  to  Spanish 
French  ports.  Unluckily,  however,  the  incUni 
plunder  being  rife  that  morning,  some  of  tho 
men  hustled  their  French  visitors,  phtudored  t 
their  rings  and  jewels,  as  if  they  had  been  vi 
and  then  permitted  them  to  depart.  They  row«d 
to  the  shore,  vowing  vengeance,  and  withiu  * 
minutes  after  their  return  the  battery  of  the  furt 
opened  upon  the  English,  and  they  were  compcdM 
make  their  escape  as  they  could  with  tho  plu 
already  secured,  leaving  the  galeasse  ii 
of  M.  de  Gourdon.' 

This  adventure  being  terminated,  and  the  pi 
liftviug  returned  to  the  fleet,  the  Lotd-Adniinvl,  wlw 
Iieen  lying  off  and  on,'  now  bore  away  wilh  all  iii»  fonki 
iu  pursuit  of  the  Spaniards,     The  Inviiidble  Annwjliij 
already  aorely  crippled,  was  standing  ti.N.K.  dtrco^f  ' 


>  Nt<I]M(«\A<W.W&.M 


1533.  GEXERAL  ENGAGEMENT  OY  BOTH  FLEETS.         471 

fore  a  fresli  topsail  breeze  from  the  s.s.w.  The  Englieh 
came  up  with  them  soon  after  niiie  o'clock  a.m.  off 
Gravelines,  and  found  them  sailing  in  a  half-moon, 
the  admiral  and  vice-admiral  in  the  eentro,  and  the 
fianks  protected  by  the  three  remaining  galeassea  and 
by  the  great  galloons  of  Portugal.' 

Seeing  tlie  enemy  approaching,  Medina  Sidonia 
ordered  his  wholo  fleet  to  luff  to  the  wind,  and  prepare 
for  action.'  The  wind,  shifting  a  few  points,  was  now  at 
W.5.W..B0  that  the  English  had  both  the  weather-gage 
and  the  tido  in  their  favour.  A  general  combat  began 
at  about  ten.  and  it  was  soon  obvious  to  the  Spaniards 
that  their  adversaries  were  intending  warm  work.  Sir 
Francis  Drake  in  the  Jieoenge,  followed  by  Frobiaher  in 
the  Triumph,  Hawkins  in  the  Victory,  and  Komo  smaller 
vessels,  made  the  first  attack  npon  the  Spanish  flag- 
uliips.  Lord  IIenr>'  in  the  Rainlxnn,  Sir  Henry  Palmer 
in  the  Antelope,  and  others,  engaged  with  three  of  the 
largest  galleons  of  the  Armada,  while  Sir  William 
Winter  in  the  Vnnguard,  supported  by  moat  of  his 
squadron,  charged  the  starboard  wing.* 

The  portion  of  the  fleet  thus  assaulted  fell  back  into 
the  main  body.  Four  of  the  ships  ran  foul  of  each 
other,'  and  Winter,  driving  into  their  centre,  found  him- 
self witliin  muaket-ahotof  many  of  their  most  formidable 
ships. 

"  I  tell  you,  on  the  credit  of  a  poor  gentleman,"  lie 
said,  "  that  there  were  five  hundred  discharges  of  domi- 
cannou,  cnlverin,  and  demi-oulvorin,  from  the  Vonjjtuijr/; 
and  when  I  was  farthest  off  in  firing  my  pieces,  I  was 
not  ont  of  fJiot  of  their  harquebus,  and  most  time  within 
»il>eech,  one  of  another."!' 

The  battle  lasted  six  hours  long,  hot  and  furious  ;  for 
now  there  was  no  excuse  for  retreat  on  the  part  of  the 
Spaniards,  hot,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  Cap  tain -Gen  oral  to  return  to  hia  station  off  Calais,  if 
it  were  wilhin  his  power.  Nevertheless  the  English 
still  partially  maintained  the  tactics  which  had  proved 
BO  Buooessful,  and  resolutely  refused  the  fierce  attempts 
of  the  Spaniards  to  lay  themselves  alongside.     Keeping 
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within  nmsket-range,  tlie  well- disciplined 
marinere  poured  broadside  after  broodEide  ogunst  tba 
toworing  ebipH  of  ili&  Amiiulik,  wbicb  afforded  §o  oa^  a 
laark  ;  while  the  SpaniaTds,  on  their  part,  fbiind  it  in- 
posaiblo,  while  wasting  iaoredible  quiuitilies  of  powder 
-and  shot,  to  inflict  any  sovore  dantngo  on  their  9 
ThroughoDt  the  action,  not  an  English  ship  i 
stroyed,  and  not  a  hundred  men  were  killed.'  On  the 
other  Imud.  all  the  best  ships  of  the  Spuniaid*  « 
nddled  through  and  through,  and  with  uiasts  iind  yuil* 
shattered.  Bails  and  rigging  torn  to  shrcda,  and  a  iioRh- 
west  wind  still  drifting  them  towards  the  fatal  nnd- 
banks  of  Holland,  they  laboured  heavily  in  a  cbi^ipug 
ROa,  firing  wildly,  and  receivinK  tremendous  puniaomcM 
at  the  hands  of  Howard,  Drake,  Seymour,  Wintu',  tni 
their  followers.  Not  even  master-gunner  Thomas  ocnU 
complain  that  day  of  •'  blind  oseroiso  "  on  the  parted 
the  English,  with  "  little  harm  dono  "  to  the  cnOBf- 
There  was  scaxcely  a  ship  in  the  Armada  that  did  aot 
suffer  severely;'  for  nearly  all  were  engaged  in  dU 
memorable  action  off  the  sands  of  Gravelinaa.  Tbt 
Captain -Qenoral  himself,  Admiral  Itemldo.  Alonzo  de 
Leyra,  Oquendo,  Diego  Flores  de  Valde*.  Gcrtcndoni, 
Don  Francisco  de  Toledo,  Don  Diego  de  riraeut«1,  Tdkl 
Enriquez,  Alonzo  de  Luzon,  Garibay,  with  niowt  of  Ihi 
great  galleons  and  galeassos,  were  in  the  thickcot  uf  tU 
fight,  and  one  al\or  the  other  each  of  ihone  huge  diilfl- 
was  disabled.  Three  sank  before  the  fight  wm  ater, 
many  others  were  soon  drifting  helpless  wrecks  bnnudi, 
a  hostile  shore,  and,  before  five  o'clock  in  ihc  MftwiwwK 
at  least  sixteen  of  their  beat  ships  had  been  ■•  '"  ' 
and  from  four  to  five  thousand  soldiers  killvd.* 

Nearly  all  the  largest  veseelB  of  the  Annaila,  li 
fore,  having  been  disabled  or  damaged — accohUngU 
a  Spanish  eye-witness — and  all    their  small  r*""   — 
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Latuted,  Medina  Sidonift  reluctantly  gave  orders  to 
retreat.  The  tlaptaiu- Gen  oral  was  a  bad  Bailor,  but  ho 
was  «  chivalrons  Spaniard  of  ancient  Gothic  blood, 
and  he  felt  deep  mortification  at  the  plight  of  his  in- 
vincible fleet,  together  with  usdii^uised  resentment 
against  Alesandtu*  Fameee,  through  whose  treachery 
and  incapacity  he  considered  the  great  Catholic  cause 
to  have  hoen  so  fonlly  sacrificed.  Crippled,  maltreated, 
and  diminished  in  number,  as  were  hie  ahips,  he  would 
have  still  faced  tho  enemy,  but  the  winds  and  cuiTente 
were  fast  driving  him  on  a  lee-shore,  and  the  pilots, 
one  and  all,  assured  him  that  it  would  bo  inevitable 
deiitruGtion  to  remain.  After  a  slight  anil  very  inef- 
fectual attempt  to  rescue  Don  I>iago  do  I'imontel  in 
the  St.  Matthm — who  refused  to  leave  his  disabled  ship 
— and  Don  Francisco  de  Toledo,  whose  great  galleon, 
ths  St.  Philip,  was  last  driving,  a  helpless  wreck, 
towardti  Zcelaud,  the  Armada  bore  away  n.n.e.  into 
the  open  sea,  leaving  iJiose  who  could  not  follow  to 
their  fate.' 

The  Ht.  ifatthew,  in  a  sinking  condition,  hailed  a 
Dutch  fisherman,  who  was  offered  a  gold  chain  to  pilot 
her  into  Newport.  But  the  fisherman,  being  a  patriot, 
Kt«erod  her  close  to  the  Holland  fleet,  where  ehe  was 
immediately  assaulted  by  Admiral  Van  der  Does,  to 
whom,  after  a  two  hours'  bloody  fight,  she  struck  her 
flag.'  Don  Diego,  marshal  of  the  camp  to  the  famous 
legion  of  Sicily,  brother  of  the  Marquis  of  Tavera, 
nephew  of  the  Viceroy  of  Sicily,  uncle  to  the  Viceroy 
of  Naples,  and  numbering  as  many  titles,  dignities, 
and  high  affinities,  an  could  be  expected  of  a  grandee 
of  the  first  class,  was  taJien,  with  his  officers,  to  tho 
Hague.'  "  1  was  the  moans,"  said  Captain  Borlase, 
"  ihat  tho  best  sort  were  saved,  and  the  rent  were  cast 
overboaril  and  slain  at  our  entrj'.  He  fought  with  ns 
two  hours,  and  hurt  divers  of  our  men,  but  at  last 
yielded."* 

John  Van  dcr  Does,  his  captor,  presented  tho  banner 
*  the  St.  Matthgie  to  tho  great  church  of  Leyden, 
—such  was  ite  prodigious  length — it  hung  from 
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coiling  to  floor  without  being  entirely  unrolled.^  and 
there  it  liung,  from  generation  to  generation,  a  vorihy 
companion  to  the  Spmiiah  Anga  which  hod  been  lefi 
behind  when  Valdez  abniidoii(.>d  the  siego  of  that  fatmie 
city  fiftoen  yearn  before. 

The  galleon  S.  Philip,  one  of  the  four  lorgest  ship*  in 
the  Armada,  diHmaeted  and  foundoring,  drifted  lovanit 
Newport,  whore  camp-marshal  Don  Francisco  d©  ToWo 
hoped  in  vain  for  succour.  La  Motte  made  a  &«l9k 
attempt  at  rescue,  but  eomo  vessels  from  the  HolUad 
fleet,  being  much  more  active,  seized  the  anfbriimata 
galleon,  and  carried  her  into  Flushing,  The  oapbn 
found  forty-eight  brass  canaon  and  other  thinn  d 
value  on  biiord,  but  there  were  Kome  oaaka  of  Ribiu>n« 
wine  which  was  more  fatal  to  her  enemit^  tliao  thcM 
pieces  of  artillery  had  proved.  For  while  the  rshel» 
were  refreshing  themBelveB,  after  the  fatigues  of  &* 
capture,  with  laige  draughts  of  that  famous  %'iiitago,  tk» 
St.  P/iilip,  whieh  bad  been  bored  through  and  thnmjjh 
with  English  shot,  and  had  buen  rapidly  fiUing  iriA 
water,  gave  a  sudden  luich,  and  went  down  in  ft 
moment,  carrying  with  her  to  the  bottom  three  hnnilnd 
of  those  convivial  Hoilaudere." ' 

A  large  Tliscay  galleon,  too,  of  Bec^de's  sqnadnm, 
much  disabled  in  aotiou,  and  iiow,  like  manyothen. 
unable  to  follow  the  Armada,  was  summoned  by  Okptus 
CrosB,  of 'the  Ilcpe,  48  guns,  to  surrender.  AltteM^ 
foundering,  she  resisted,  and  roused  to  strike  her  m^ 
Ono  of  her  ofQcers  attempted  to  haul  dow^  her  oolinHf 
and  -was  run  through  Uiu  body  by  the  ca]>tatn.  who,  it 
his  turn,  was  struck  dead  byu  brother  of  the  officMrlltf 
slain.  In  tlie  midst  of  this  quarrel  the  uliip  went  do*l 
with  all  her  crew.' 

Six  hours  and  more,  from  ten  till  nearly  five,  the  ftgJU 
had  lasted — a  most  cruel  battle,  as  the  fjnaniards  declam 
lltere  were  men  in  the  Arraada  who  had  served  iatt 
action  of  Lcpanto,*  and  who  declared  that  ftUDOtU  M 
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Mtunter  to  haTO  been  farsurpafised  in  severity  and  spirit 
\iy  this  fight  off  Gravelines,  "  Surely  every  man  in 
our  fleet  did  well,"  said  Winter,  "  and  the  slaughter  the 
enemy  received  was  great."  '  Nor  would  the  Spaniards 
have  escaped  even  worse  punishment,  had  not,  most  un- 
fortunately, the  penurious  policy  of  the  tjueen's  govern- 
ment rendered  her  ships  useless  at  last,  even  in  this 
supreme  moment.  They  never  ceased  cannonading  the 
disoouifited  enemy  natil  the  ammunition  wns  exhausted. 
"  \V'hen  the  eartridges  were  all  spent,"  said  Winter,  "  and 
the  munitions  in  some  vessela  gone  sdlogether,  we 
ceased  fighting,  hut  followed  the  enemy,  who  still  kept 
away." '  And  the  enemy — although  still  numerous,  and 
Beeming  strong  enough,  if  properly  handled,  to  destroy 
the  whole  English  fleet — fled  before  them.  There  re- 
mained more  than  flfty  Spanish  vessels,  above  six 
bimdred  Ions  in  size,  besides  sistj-  hulks  and  other 
vessels  of  less  account :  while  in  the  whole  English  navy 
wore  but  thirteen  ships  of  or  above  thiit  burthen. 
"  Tbeir  force  is  wonderful  great  and  strong,"  said 
Howard,  '■  but  we  pluck  their  feathers  hy  little  and 
little.'" 

For  Medina  Sidonia  had  now  satiijficd  himself  that  he 
ahould  never  sucoeed  in  boarding  those  hard-fighting  and 
swift-sailing  craft,  while,  meantime,  the  horrible  panio 
of  Snnday  night  and  the  succession  of  fights  throughout 
die  following  day,  had  completely  disorganised  his  fol- 
lowers. Crippled,  riddled,  shorn,  but  still  nnmerous, 
kad  by  no  means  entirely  vanquished,  the  Armada  was 
flring  with  a  gentle  breeze  before  an  enemy  who,  to  savo 
hu  existence,  could  not  have  fired  a  broadside. 

"  Though  our  powder  and  shot  was  well  nigh  spent," 
said  the  Lord- Admiral,  ■'  we  put  on  a  brag  countenance 
md  gave  them  chose,  as  though  we  had  wanted  nothing,"* 

irwnnt  joa.  nil  thu  «orl4  Qevcr  hw  dnu  batallA>.  bji  HerTW%.  fhnn  Ibi 
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And  the  brag  countenance  wM  suCceseM,  for  that  "one 
dtiy's  service  bad  much  appalled  the  enemy,"  *  as  DraJco 
observed ;  and  still  the  Spaniards  fled  with  a  fnwhoning 
B  Aug.  gfile  (ill  through  the  Monday  night.  "  A  ihing 
'»'«•  greatly  to  be  regarded,"  said  Fenner,  of  the 
Nonpareil,  "  is  (but  tbat  tbe  Almighty  hath  stricken  lli«n 
with  a  wonderful  fear.  I  have  hardly  seen  any  of  their 
companieB  succoured  of  the  extremities  which  befell 
them  after  their  fights,  but  they  have  been  left  at  utter 
ruin,  while  thoy  bear  as  much  sail  as  ever  they  possibly 

On  Tuesday  morning,  9th  Augtiat,  the  Eugtisfa  diifa 
were  off  the  Isle  of  Walchei"en,  at  a  safe  distance  bm 
Tms.Aaii.fl.the  shore.  •'  The  wind  is  banging  wntterly." 
16SB.  said  Eichard  Tomson,  of  tho  Mar^artl  mJ 
■loan,  "  and  we  drive  our  enemies  apace,  much  mamllilig 
in  what  port  they  will  direct  themselves.  TboM  thai 
are  lefl  alive  are  so  weak  and  heartlees  that  they  eonU 
be  well  content  to  lose  all  charges  and  to  be  at  boiM, 
both  rich  and  poor." ' 

"  In  my  conscience,"  said  Sir  William  Winter,  "  I 
think  tbe  Duke  would  (pve  his  dukedom  to  be  in  Spain 

The  English  ships,  one  hundred  ami  fnur  in  nnmbcr,* 
being  thiit  morning  half  a  league  to  windward,  tb«  Unfcti 
g'lve  orders  for  the  whole  Armada  to  lay  ti>  and  vwkit 
their  approach.  But  tbe  Englisli  had  no  disMsithai  lo 
onga^,  for  at  tbat  moment  the  inHtanlaneoua  doetmctitn 
of  their  en^niiee  scorned  inevitable,  lll-mauagtxl,  pudr- 
struck,  staggering  before  tbeir  foes,  the  Spanish  floet 
was  now  close  upon  the  tatal  sands  of  Zeeland.  Almidjr 
there  were  but  aii  and  a  half  fathonw  of  water,  npidl;^ 
Bhoaling  imdcr  their  keek,  and  the  pilots  told  HedilM 
that  all  were  irretrievably  lost,  for  the  freshening  uurtb- 
westor  was  driving  them  steadily  upon  the  lianka.  Tin) 
English,  easily  eBoaping  the  danger,  Imiilcd  their  wiirf. 
nnd  iwused  to  see  the  ruin  of  tlie  prond  ArmadA  acoom- 
plished  before  their  eyes.  Nulliing  but  a  change  nf 
wind  at  the  instant  could  save   them  frum  perdliticB. 
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There  was  a  bi-eathless  eliiidder  of  suspense,  tmd  then 
there  oame  the  change.  Just  as  the  foremost  ships,  wei'o 
kbout  to  ground  on  the  Ooater  Zand,  the  wind  snddenly 
YMi^  to  the  south-west,  and  the  Spanish  ships  quickly 
l^iuring  their  sails  to  the  new  impulse,  stood  out  once 
nore  into  the  open  sea.' 

AH  that  day  tlie  galleons  and  galeasEes,  under  all  the 
pajtvas  which  iLey  diu-ed  to  spread,  oontinued  ihoir  flight 
before  the  south-westerly  breeze,  and  Btill  the  Lord- 
ildmiral,  maintaining  the  brag  countenance,  fuUowed,  at 
an  easy  distance,  the  retreating  foe.  At  4  p.m.,  Howard 
fired  a  signal  gun,  and  ran  np  a  flag  of  council.  Winter 
could  not  go.  for  he  had  been  wounded  in  action,  but 
Seymour  and  Drake,  Hawkins,  Frobisher,  and  the  rest 
wai-e  present,  and  it  was  decided  that  Lord  Heniy  should 
return,  accompanied  by  \Viut«r  and  the  rest  of  the  inner 
^Uadron,  to  guard  the  Thames-mouth  against  any 
attempt  of  the  Duke  of  I'arma,  while  the  Lord-Admiral 
and  the  rest  of  the  navy  should  continue  the  pursuit  of 
the  Armada.* 

Very  wroth  was  Lord  Henry  at  being  deprived  of  his 
idiare  in  the  chase.  "  The  Lord-AdniirEil  was  altogether 
desirous  to  hare  me  strengthen  him,"  said  he.  "and 
huviiag  done  so  to  the  uttermost  of  my  goodwill  and  the 
venture  of  my  life,  andto  the  distressing  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  was  thoroughly  done  on  the  Monday  last.  I  now 
find  his  Lordship  jesJous  and  loath  to  take  part  of  the 
honour  which  is  to  come.  So  he  has  used  his  authority  to 
comiuanJ  me  to  look  to  our  English  coast,  threatened 
by  tho  Diike  of  Parma.  I  pray  God  my  Lord-Admiial 
do  not  find  the  lack  of  the  liaiiibow  and  her  companions, 
fi)r  I  protest  bi^fore  God  I  vowed  I  would  be  as  near  or 
nearer  with  my  little  ship  to  encounter  our  enemies  as 
anyof  the  greatest  ships  in  both  armies."' 

Thero  was  no  insubordination,  however,  and  Sey- 
mour's squadron,  at  twilight  of  Tuesday  evening,  August 
.9th — aocording  to  orders,  so  that  the  enemy  might  not 
s«e  their  departure — boro  away  for  Margate.'  But 
although  Winter  and  Seymour  were  much  (usappointed 
at  tlieir  enforced  return,  there  was  less  enthusiasm  among 
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the  Bailors  of  the  fleet.  Pureuing  ihi;  Spaniard  triliain 
powder  to  fire,  iind  witliunt  beef  and  brewl  lu  tut,  wis 
not  thought  amuaing  by  the  English  trews.  Howari 
had  not  three  days'  supply  of  food  in  his  lockers.  Mid 
Seymonr  and  his  squ^ron  had  not  food  for  one  day. 
Accordingly,  when  Seymour  and  Winter  took  their  de- 
parture, "they  had  much  ado,"  bo  Winter  said,  "wilb 
the  staying  of  many  ships  that  woidd  have  returned  willi 
them,  besides  their  ovra  company."  '  Had  the  Spaniaii]«, 
instead  of  being  panic-struck,  but  turned  on  their  pur- 
suers, what  might  have  been  the  result  of  a  conllictwith 
starring  and  uuarmed  men  ? ' 

Howard,  Drake,  and  Frobisher,  with  the  rest  of  ibe 
fleet,  followed  the  Armada  through  the  North  Sen  fmo 
Tuesday  night  (9th  Angust)  till  Friday  (the  12th).  ud 
still,  tlie  strong  south-wester  swept  the  Spani&nls  befim 
them,  uncertain  whether  to  seek  refuge,  food,  witter,  and 
room  to  repair  damages,  in  the  realms  of  the  ixeochtinnu 
King  of  Scots,  or  on  the  iron-bound  coasts  of  Nomr. 
Medina  Sidonia  had,  however,  quite  abandoned  his  is 
tion  of  retumii^  to  England,  and  was  only  aunious  for  ■ 
safe  return  to  Spain.  So  much  did  he  dread  that  norlkmi 
passage,  unpiloted,  around  the  grim  Hebrides,  that  bo 
would  probably  have  Kurrendered,  had  the  £ngli*h  ot*i- 
taken  him  and  once  more  offered  battle.  He  was  on  t^ 
point  of  hanging  out  a  white  flag — as  they  appraaob#d 
him  for  the  last  time — but  yielded  to  the  expostiilatioiil 
of  the  ecclesioiftics  on  board  the  &in{  Martin,  who  thonchl, 
no  doubt,  thai  they  had  more  to  fear  from  England  wall 
from  the  sea,  tdiould  they  be  earned  captivo  to  thaf 
country,  and  who  persuaded  him  thai  it  would  be  «  «l " 
and  a  disgrace  to  surrender  before  they  had  bcrcn  OIUL 
mure  attacked."  * 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Devonshire  shipper,  TIcc) 
Admiral  Hmke,  now  thoroughly  in  his  ekmeat,  coull 
not  restrain  his  hilarity,  as  he  sitw  the  InvinciUl 
Armada  of  the  man  whose  beard  he  had  so  ofien  tonge^ 

'  WhilB'*  Ldlrr,  HB. 
"  Had  itH  ni(IWi  bMi  1 

wllh  TUtsdt  uKt  mnrdtlcn."  ••;•  Slove.  Spuiisnli  nu 

"UitjiwanMIn  Uh  ptunll  b*r«  bnuflit  ■  HrloEO, 

Uie  SpanUnk  lu  tbeti  tanrfr    On  Ibv  of  rq-uJti  Im 

oUht  IuM.  twA  A«  f<vsUiLi4i  but  two  UoiinMnl    m 
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loHing  through  the  German  Ocean,  in  full  flight  from 
the  country  which  was  to  have  heen  tutide,  that  week,  a 
SpaniBh  proTiiice.  Unprovided  as  were  his  Bhipa,  he 
was  fur  risking  another  batllo,  and  it  is  quite  possible 
that  the  brag  countenance  might  have  proved  even  more 
successful  than  Howard  thought. 

"  \Ve  have  the  army  of  Spiiin  before  us,"  wrote  Drake, 
fi-om  the  lievmge,  "  and  hope  with  the  grace  of  God  to 
wrestle  a  pull  with  him.  There  never  was  any  thing 
pleased  me  better  than  seeing  the  enemy  flying  vrith  a 
southerly  wind  to  the  northward.  God  grant  you  have 
a  good  eye  to  the  Duke  of  I'arma,  for  with  the  grace  of 
God,  if  we  live,  I  doubt  not  bo  to  handle  tlie  matter  with 
the  Duke  of  Sidoniaas  he  shall  wish  himself  at  St.  Mary's 
Fort  among  hia  orange- trees." ' 

But   Howard  decided   to   wrestle    no    further-  pull. 
Having   followed  the   Spaniards  till   Friday,  12th  of 
August,  as  far  asthelatitndeof  oO"  17',  theLord 
Admiral  oalleil  a  council.  It  was  then  decided,    laM^'. 
in  order  to  save  English  lives  and  ships,  to  put      '**'■ 
into  the  Frith  of  Forth  for  water  and  proviBiona,  lea\-ing 
two  "pinnaces  do  dog  the  fleet  until  it  should  be  past 
tlie  Islea  of  Scotland."  '     But  the  next  day,  eis  the  wind 
shifted  to  the  north-west,  another  council  decided  to 
bke  advantage  of  the  change,  and  bear  away  for  the 
North  Foreland,  in  order  to  obtain  a  supply  of  powder, 
shot,  and  provisions' 

Up  to  this  petiod,  the  weather,  though  occasionally 
thnxtteoing,  had  been  moderate.  During  the  week 
whiob  succeeded  the  eventful  night  ofl'  Calais,  neither 
the  Armada  nor  the  English  ships  had  been  much  im- 
peded in  their  manceuvres  by  storms  or  heavy  seas. 
But  on  the  following  Sunday,  14th  of  August,  there  was 
ft  change.  The  wind  shifted  again  to  the  south-west, 
Knd,  during  the  whole  of  that  day  and  the  Monday,  blow 
atremcndous  gale.'  "  'Twas  a  more  violent  storm,"  said 
Howard,  "  than  was  ever  seen  before  at  this  time  of  the 
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y«ai." '  The  retreatii^  English  fle«t 
taaay  «hi]ts  were  in  peril. '*  unong  t 
Hnds  off  Norfulk,"  bat  iritiun  fonr  o 
arriTed  eafelv  in  Margate  roads.' 

Fw  different  was  the  fate  of  the  Spanumla.  Otw 
thoir  Im-incible  Armada,  last  seen  bjr  tho  departii^ 
English  uiidnav  between  the  coasts  of  Scotland  aad 
Denmark,  the  blackness  of  night  soeiaed  saddftnlj  W 
descend.  A  mjster;  bnng  for  a  Icng  time  urer  llieir 
&te.  Damaged,  leaking,  without  pilots,  wilhunt  a  C»m- 
petent  camn^nder,  the  great  fleet  entered  that  fnriom 
stonn,  and  was  whirled  along  the  iron  c-rags  of  Norway 
and  between  the  savage  rocks  of  Faroe  and  the  Hebridea. 
In  those  regions  of  tempest  the  insnlted  North  wreaked 
its  foil  vengeance  on  the  insolent  Spaniards,  Disaster 
after  disaster  marked  their  perilous  track  ;  gale  aftoT 
gale  swept  them  hither  and  thither,  tossing  them  on 
sand-banks  or  shattering  them  against  granite  cliSk  The 
coasts  of  Norway,  Scotland.  Ireland,  were  strewn  with 
the  wrecks  of  that  pompons  fleet  which  claimed  tho  do- 
minion of  the  Boas;  with  the  bones  of  thuse  inTinctble 
l^ons  which  were  to  Lave  racked  London  and  made 
England  a  Spanish  viceroyalty. 

Throngh  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  Angnst  then 
was  a  snccession  of  storms.  On  the  2nd  Septetaher  a 
fierce  south-wesler  drove  Admiral  (iquendo  iu  lus  gal- 
leon, together  with  one  of  the  great  galeaases,  two  UTgl) 
Venetian  ships,  the  HitCta  and  the  Balanxara.  and  tfair^ 
six  other  vessels,  upon  the  Irish  coast,  wliere  nvariT' 
eveiT  soul  on  board  perished,  while  the  few  who  e«aspM  > 
to  the  shore — notwithstanding  thoir  religious  aib" 
with  the  inhabitants— wore  either  butchered  in  C 
blood,  or  sent  coupled  in  halters  from  village  to  village,  ' 
in  order  to  be  shipped  to  England."  A  few  sfaipa  inm\ 
driven  on  the  English  coast ;  others  went  ashon  n 
Boohelle. 

Of  the  fonr  galeasses  and  four  gallcjs.  one  of  n 
rotiimod  to  ypain.    Of  tho  ninuly-one  gruat  galleotis  and. 
hulks,  fifty-eight  were  lost  and  thirly-lhrcu  rotnraad.*- 
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Of  the  tenders  and  zabras,  BeTentoen  were  lust  and 
eighteen  returned.  Of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
vessels,  which  sailed  from  Corufia  in  July,  but  fifty- 
three,'  great  and  small,  made  their  escape  to  Spain,  and 
these  were  an  damaged  us  to  be  utterly  worthlosB.  The 
Invincible  Annada  Liid  not  only  been  vanquished  but 
annihilated. 

Of  the  30,000  men  who  saUed  in  the  fleet,  it  is  pro- 
bable that  not  more  than  10,000  ever  saw  their  native. 
land  again.  Most  of  the  leaders  of  the  expedition  lost 
their  lives.  Modina  Sidonta  reached  l^utander  in  Oc- 
tober, and,  aa  I'hiliii  for  a  moment  believed,  "  with, 
the  greater  part  of  the  Armada,"  althoagh  the  King 
soon  ducovered  his  mistake.'  Kecalde,  Diego  Florea  de 
Valdez,  Oquendo,  Maldoiiado,  Bobadilla,  Manriquez, 
either  perished  at  sea  or  died  of  exhaustion  immediately 
after  thoir  return.  I'edro  de  Valdez,  Vaaco  de  Silva,, 
Alonzo  de  Sayaa,  Pimentel,  Toledo,  with  many  other 
nobles,  were  prisoners  in  England  and  Holland.  There 
v.-aa  hardly  a  distinguished  femily  in  Spain  not  placed 
in  mourning,  so  that,  to  relieve  the  univerBul  gloom,  an 
edict  was  published  forbidding  the  wearing  of  mourning 
at  all.  On  the  other  hand,  a  merchant  of  Lisbon,  not 
yet  reconciled  to  the  Spanish  conquest  of  his  country, 
permitted  himself  some  tokens  of  hilarity  at  the  defeat 
of  the  Armada,  and  was  immediately  hanged  by  express 
command  of  I'hilip.  Thus— as  men  said — one  could 
neither  cry  nor  Ungh  within  the  Spanisli  dominions.* 

This  wufl  the  result  of  the  invasion,  bo  many  years 
preparing,  and  at  an  expense  almost  inculculable.  In  Ibo 
year  158H  alone,  the  cost  of  Philip's  armaments  for  the 
eubjngation  of  England  could  not  have  been  less  than 
six  millions  of  ducats,  and  there  was  at  least  as  large  a 
sum  on  board  the  Armada  itself,  although  the  Pope  re- 
fused to  pay  hia  promised  million.*  And  with  all  this 
outlay,  and  with  the  sacrifice  of  so  many  thousand  lives, 


THE  UKITED  NEl 

nothing  load  been  Accomplished,  and  Spain,  in  nmiiintiDW 
instead  of  sectoisg  terrible  to  all  the  'world,  had  Ixxmnift 
ridiculous.' 

"  Beatea  and  shiiffled  together  from  the  LtiArA  t 
Calais,  from  Calais  driven  with  equibs  from  their  iui<-1im^ 
and  chased  out  uf  sight  of  England  about  f^cotlBod  ft 
Ireland,"  ae  the  Devonshire  ekipper  esprt-Beed  himncllj 
it  niuHt  be  oonfessed  that  the  Spaniards  prescnt^Ml  a  son 
sight.  "  Their  invincible  and  dreadful  navy,"  h 
Drake,  "  with  all  it«  great  and  terrible  uetentatitfD,  d 
not  in  all  their  sailing  about  England  so  much  m  ni 
or  take  one  ship,  bark,  pinnace,  or  cock-boat  uf  unnt,  cf 
even  bum  so  much  as  one  sheep-cote  od  this  land." ' 

Meanwhile  Famese  sat  chafing  under  the  nnjost  r 
proaches  heaped  upon  him,  as  if  be,  and  r 
had  been  respousible  for  the  gigantic  blundciv  of  ll 
invasion.' 

"  As  for  the  Prince  of  Parma,"  said  Drake,  "  I  la 
him  to  be  as  a  bear  robbed  of  her  whelps."  *  T*he  J 
miral  was  quite  right.  Aleicander  was  beside  hitonlr 
with  rage.  Day  after  day,  ho  had  been  repealing  Ur 
Medina  Sidonia  and  to  Philip  that  his  flotilla  and  tni 
ports  could  scarcely  live  in  any  but  the  emooth«st  ai 
while  the  supposition  that  thi'y  could  serve  a  wnilik* 
purpose  he  pronounced  absolutely  liidicmns.  Ilo  imi/ 
always  counselled  the  seizing  of  a  place  Uku  Flnxhii^ 
as  &  basis  of  operations  againut  England,  but  bad  boui- 
overruled ;  and  he  had  at  least  rockoneil  tipnn  the  la- 
vincible  Armada  to  clear  the  way  for  l>iiti,  bctfure  1* 
ahould  be  e:cjiected  to  take  the  ma* 

With  prodigious  energy,  and  at  great  expenna,  be  ii 
constnictod  or  improved  intomal  water-conuuiuiiatiuiM 
from  Ghent  to  Sluys,  Newport,  and  Dunkcrk.     Un  li 

1  Thr  vlu  of  Ilflms  vttt  "rrj  trrnr    ehLpi  Inilnrum  it  iknUr^  aW  W  ' 
npm  nitllp.    "  S'll  r  ■  iHiniii,"  hM  ■    fnr]idl>iT«nlthin«ribrS|ia«AaHII 

■!?•  nouv«LL«>  d«  I'Ann^  il'lltftvup*  jwr-  ili'th  •Jjo«  bUniliitiiT  liuat  t*r  fptt^ 
dw  HI  niH-  dfiHili  indi  viiulDH  «  tlili  UMt  teluid."  Sejaunt  n  VTrit 
mrlroo.mqolpol«K«ppmidrr«i]ii>||»  r   ,.„  m  p  ,^m 

«  t'atMnw  ,v  piliU  St  Phm.  ou  l»  81.  ,  |^^,  ,„  Wil-B«ta«.  ?  Aa.ll 

«nUoir™*«iMr.oB  rtn.-    L'SiaOt.  ■■""">  "unn*™-.  .  tm-- 
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than  transported  all  his  hoys,  barges,  and  munitions  for 
the  invasion,  from  all  points  of  the  obedient  Netherlands 
to  the  eeaHioast.  without  coming  within  reach  of  the 
Hollanders  and  Zeelandorn,  who  were  keeping  close 
watch  on  the  outside-  But  those  HoUanderit  and  Zee- 
iandera,  guarding  every  outlet  to  the  ocean,  occupying 
every  hole  and  cranny  of  the  coast,  laughed  the  invaders 
of  England  to  acorn,  braving  them,  jeering  them,  daidng 
ihem  to  come  forth,  while  the  ^\'alloonB  and  Spmiards 
Hhrank  before  such  amphibious  assailanta,  to  whom  a 
combat  on  the  water  was  as  natural  as  upon  dry  land. 
Alexander,  upon  one  occasion,  tran8porf«d  with  rage, 
selected  a  band  of  one  thousand  musketeers,  partly 
Spanish,  partly  Irish,  and  ordered  an  assault  upon  those 
insolent  boatmen.  With  his  own  hand — so  it  was  related 
— he  struck  dead  more  than  one  of  his  own  officora  who 
remonstrated  against  these  commands ;  and  then  the 
attack  was  made  by  bis  thousand  musketeers  upon  the 
Hollanders,  and  every  man  of  the  Ihousand  was  slain.' 

He  had  been  reproached  for  not  being  ready,  for  not 
having  embarked  his  men ;  but  he  had  been  ready  for  a 
month,  and  bis  men  could  be  embarked  in  a  single  day. 
"  But  it  was  impossible,"  he  said,  "  to  keep  them  long 
packed  up  on  board  vessels  so  small  that  there  was  no 
room  to  turn  about  in :  the  people  woiild  sicken,  would 
rot,  would  die.'"  So  soon  as  he  had  received  infonua- 
tion  of  the  arrival  of  the  fleet  before  Calais — which  was 
on  the  8Ui  August — ho  had  proceeded  the  same  night  to 
Newport,  and  embarked  16,000  men,  and  before  dnwn 
he  was  at  Dunkerk,  where  the  troops  stationed  in  that 
port  were  as  rapidly  placed  on  board  the  transport*.* 
Sir  William  Stanley,  with  his  700  Irish  kernes,  were 
among  the  first  shipped  for  the  enterprise.*  Two  tlays 
long  these  regiments  lay  heaped  together,  like  sacks  of 
com,  in  the  boats — as  one  of  their  officers  described  it ' 
— and  they  lay  cheerfully,  hoping  that  the  Dutch  fleet 
would  be  swept  out  of  the  sea  by  the  Invincible  Araiada, 
and  patiently  expecting  the  signal  for  setting  sail  to 
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England.  Then  came  the  Prince  of  Ascoli,  who  h»d 
gone  ashore  ft'om  the  Spanish  fleet  at  Calais,  actcompt- 
nied  by  serge  an  t-major  Gallinato  and  other  meeaengpra 
from  Medina  Sidonia,  hringing  the  news  of  the  fire-abipi 
and  the  dispersion  and  flight  of  the  Annada.' 

'*  God  knows,"  said  Alexander,  "  thedistrcas  inwludi 
this  event  hna  plunged  me,  at  the  veiy  moment  when  I 
expected  to  bo  sending  yunr  Majesty  my  congratulaticma 
on  the  snccess  of  the  great  undertaking.  But  the«e  an 
the  works  of  the  Lord,  wtw  can  recompense  your  Mjijea^ 
by  giving  yon  many  victories,  and  the  fnlfilment  of  your 
Majesty's  desires,  when  He  thinks  the  proper  tinu 
arrived.  Meantime  let  Him  be  praised  for  all,  aud  let 
yonr  Majesty  take  great  care  of  your  health,  which 
the  most  im^wrtant  thing  of  all."  * 

Evidently  the  Lord  did  not  think  the  proper  time  yel 
arrived  for  fulflUing  his  Majesty's  desires  for  the  nibjs- 
gation  of  England,  and  meanwhile  the  King  migbt  &B.i 
what  comfort  he  could  in  pious  ccmiBonplaces  and  is 
attention  to  Ms  health. 

But  it  is  very  certain  tliat,  of  all  the  high  parties  «»• 
cerncd,  Alexander  Farnese  wan  the  least  reprefaensibla 
for  the  overthrow  of  Philip's  hopes.  No  man  coitid  han 
been  more  judioions — as  it  has  be«n  euffieicntly  mads 
evident  in  the  course  of  this  narrative — in  arranging  >It 
the  details  of  the  great  enterprise,  in  pointing  oat  aU 
the  obstoolea.  in  providing  for  all  emergenctos.  So 
Bxan  could  have  been  mure  minntely  faithful  to  hl> 
master,  more  treacherous  to  all  lie  world  besido.  llnvt- 
getic,  inventive,  patient,  oonrageouB,  and  sLupctidinul/. 
nlso,  he  had  covered  Flanders  with  canals  and  bridg% 
had  constructed  flotillas,  and  equipped  a  splendid  anny* 
OS  thoroughly  as  he  had  puzzled  L'omptinller  Croft 
not  only  had  that  diplomatist  and  his  wiser  oullvi  „ 
been  hoodwinked,  but  Elizabeth  and  Barghley ,  and, 
a  mocaent,  even  Walsinghani,  were  in  the  dark  ;  «4iik 
Henry  III.  had  been  his  passive  victim,  and  th©  m 
ficent  Balftfrf  a  blind  instrument  in  luahands.  Noi 
could  equal  Ak'sunder's  fidelity  Imt  his  jKjrfidy.  N'uthii 
could  surpass  liis  abilitv  to  comnutnd  but  his  obodi«iM4 
And  it  is  Very  possible  that,  liad  Philip  foUowod  ' ' 
nephew's  Aat%(3  iwsygML,  \B*\cixA  of  im|KHing  tipga  1 
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his  own  most  puerile  schemes,  the  reeult  for  England, 
Holland,  fuid  all  Chriutendom,  might  have  bceu  very 
different  from,  the  actual  one.  The  blunder  ugainet 
which  Famese  bad  in  vain  warned  hie  master  waa  the 
■tolid  ignorance  in  which  the  King  and  all  his  couuseliors 
bhose  to  remain  of  the  Holland  and  Zeeland  fleet.  For 
them,  Warmond  and  Nafwau,  and  Van  der  Does  and 
Jooet  de  Moor,  did  not  exist,  and  it  was  precisely  theeo 
gkllant  aailora,  with  their  intrepid  crewa,  wiio  held  the 
key  to  the  whole  situation. 

To  the  Queen's  glorious  na^  commandern,  to  the 
iEauntleBS  mariners  of  England,  with  their  well-handled 
TOBselB,  their  admirable  seumansbip,  their  tact  and  their 
ODurage,  belonged  the  joys  of  the  contest,  the  triumph^ 
and  the  glorioua  pursuit ;  but  to  the  patient  Hollanders 
and  Zeelanders,  who,  with  their  hundred  vessels,  held 
Famese,  the  chief  of  the  ^reat  enterprise,  at  bay,  a  close 

EriHoner  with  his  whole  array  in  bis  own  porta,  daring 
im  to  the  issue,  and  ready — to  the  last  plank  of  their 
fleet,  and  to  the  last  drop  of  their  blood — to  confront 
both  him  and  the  Duke  of  Medina  Sidouia,  an  equ^ 
share  of  honour  is  due.  The  safety  of  the  two  free  com- 
TOOnwealths  of  the  world  in  that  terribie  contest  wae 
achieved  by  the  people  and  the  mariners  of  the  two  states 
combined. 

Great  was  the  enlhiisiasm,  certainly,  of  the  English 
people  as  the  volunteers  Biarcbed  tbrou^  London  to 
the  place  of  rendeavous,  and  tremendous  were  the  cheers 
when  the  brave  Queeu  rode  on  horseback  along  the  lines 
of  Tilbuiy,  Glowing  pictures  are  revealed  to  us  of 
merry  little  England,  oritiing  in  its  strength,  and  danc- 
ing forth  to  encounter  liie  SpBnia):ds,  tts  if  to  a  great 
holiday.  "  It  was  a  pleasant  sight,"  says  that  enthu- 
siastic merchant- tail  or  John  Stowe,  "  to  behold  the 
cheerful  countenances,  courageous  words,  and  gestures 
of  the  soldiers,  as  tbey  marched  to  Tilburj-,  dancing, 
leaping  wherever  they  came,  as  joyful  at  the  news  of 
the  foe's  approach  aa  if  lusty  giants  were  to  run  a  race. 
And  Ilellona-like  did  the  Queen  infuse  a  e«cond  spirit 
of  loyalty,  love,  and  resolution  into  every  soldier  erf 
her  army,  who,  ravished  vdih  their  sovereign's  sight, 
prayed  heartily  that  the  SpaniardH  might  land  (yiictly., 
iuid,wben  iheybeai'd  they  were  fled,\)ttgm\(i\a.\fiwAr^ 
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But  if  the  Spaniartls  had  not  fled,  if  there  had  V 
BO  English  navy  in  the  Channel,  no  eqnibs  at  Calais. 
Dutchmen  off  Dunkerk,  there  might  ba-ve  been  a  h 
ferent  picture  to  puint.  No  man  whi>  has  studied  ' 
history  of  those  times  can  douht  the  uuiveisal  aod  ' 
thusiastic  determiunlion  of  the  English  natiau  to  n 
the  invaders.  Catholics  and  Protestants  felt  alike 
the  great  subject.  Philip  did  not  flatter  himself  k 
assislunce  from  any  English  Papists,  save  ejcilee  i 
renegades  like  Westmoreland,  Paget,  Thrugmort 
Morgan,  Stanley,  and  the  rest.  The  bulk  of  the  (^tholi 
*ho  may  have  constituted  half  the  population  of  Engk 
although  malcontent,  were  not  n^bullious  ;  and,  notwi 
standing  the  precantionary  measures  taken  by  gont 
ment  against  them,  Elizabeth  proudly  acknowled{ 
their  loyalty.' 

But  loyalty,  courage,  and  enthusiasm  mi^t  sot  b 
sufficed  to  supply  tlio  want  of  nnmbers  and  diacipli 
According  to  the  generally  accepted  statement  of  a 
temporary  chroniclers,  there  were  some  75,tW0  K 
tinder  arms :  20,000  along  the  southern  coast,  23.0 
under  Leicester,  and  33,000  under  Lord  Chambcrli 
Hnndson,  for  the  special  defence  of  the  Queen's  ' 

But  it  would  have  been  very  difficult,  i 
of  danger,  to  bring  anything  like  these  nninbeis  b 
the  field.  A  drilled  and  disciplined  army — whsther 
regulars  or  of  mllitia-men — hod  no  existence  whi 
If  the  merchant- vessels,  which  had  been  joiued  t 
royal  Qeot,  were  thought  by  old  naval  ooiutinti ' 
l)e  only  good  to  make  a  show,  the  vohint«eni  n 
were  likely  to  ho  oven  loss  effective  than  tha 

I  '•Siili]ltwMlb>lrlnl«l[onlDoi>Mi|if  -'TUilnnuliHi.laidbvlBa 

Dig  who  le  kingdom  nr  KngliiD^-u  knp  adhtamho  tn  U«>a)lM«lia 

tt6  EnflUli  UuMg  •  prUoDiT,  bul  louot  grr-i  naitr  hi  imUymMI 
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militia,  bo  nmcb  luoro  accUBtomed  than  they  to  hard 
Work.  Magiiificent  was  the  Bpirit  of  the  great  feudal 
loids  afl  thuv  rallied  round  their  Qaeen.  The  Earl  of 
Pembroke  offered  to  serve  at  the  head  of  three  hundred 
hum©  and  five  hundred  footmen,  armed  at  hie  own  cost, 
und  all  ready  to  "  hazard  the  bluod  of  tJieir  hearts"  in 
defence  of  her  person.  "  Accept  hereof,  most  escellent 
Hovereign,"  said  the  Earl,  "from  a  person  desirouB  to 
Hve  iio  longer  than  ho  may  see  your  Highness  enjoy 
your  blesBed  estate,  maugre  the  beards  of  all  <xinfo~ 
derated  leaguets." ' 

The  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  too,  was  ready  to  serve  at 
the  heitd  of  bis  retainers,  to  the  last  drop  of  his  blood. 
*■  Though  I  he  old,"  he  said,  "  yet  shall  your  quarrel 
make  me  young  again.  Though  lame  in  body,  yet  lusty 
in  heart  to  lend  your  greateBt  enemy  one  blow,  and  to 
stand  near  your  defence,  every  way  wherein  your 
Highness  shall  employ  me."' 

But  there  was  perhupa  too  much  of  this  feudal  spirit. 
The  lie ut«nant-geM oral  complained  bitterly  that  there 
was  a  most  mischievous  tendency  among  all  the  militia- 
men to  escape  from  the  Queen's  colours,  in  order  to 
enrol  themselves  as  retainers  to  the  great  lords.*  This 
spirit  was  not  fiivourablo  to  efficient  oi^nization  of  a 
national  army.  Even  had  the  commander-in-chief  been 
a  man  of  genius  and  experience,  it  would  have  been 
difficult  for  him,  luider  such  circumstances,  to  resist,  a 
splendid  army,  once  landed  and  led  by  Alexander 
Fumese ;  but  even  Leicester's  most  determined  flatterers 
hurdly  ventured  to  compare  him  in  military  ability 
with  that  first  general  of  his  age.  The  best  soldier 
in  England  was  unquestionably  Sir  John  Norris,  and 
Sir  John  was  now  marshal  of  the  camp  to  Leicester.  The 
auciont  quarrel  between  the  two  had  been  smoothed 
over,  and  — as  might  be  expected  —  thu  Earl  hated 
Norris  more  bitterly  than  before,  and  was  perpetually 
vituperating  him,  as  he  had  so  often  done  in  the 
lietherlands.  Boger  Williams,  too,  was  entrusted  with 
g^ft  important  duties  of  master  of  the  horse,  under  the 
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lieutenant-general,  and  Leicester  continiieA  to  ht«t  th& 
grudge  towards  that  honest  WeUhman  which  hod  began 
in  Holland.  These  were  not  promising  conditions  in  ft 
camp,  when  an  invaxling  army  was  every  day  expeeled; 
nor  was  the  completeness  or  readineas  of  the  forces  »n& 
cient  to  ^render  harmless  the  quarrels  of  the  ooo- 
manders. 

lite  Annada  had  arrived  in  Calais  roads  on  Satur&f 
afternoon,  the  6th  August.  If  it  had  been  joined  « 
that  day,  or  the  noxl — as  Philip  and  Medina  Sidoai* 
fally  expected — hy  the  Duke  of  Parma's  fiotiUa,  Ut< 
invasion  would  have  been  made  at  once.  If  a  i^iasull 
army  had  ever  landed  in  England  at  all,  that  ercal 
would  have  occurred  on  the  Tth  August.  Tht<  WMthet 
was  not  un favourable,  the  sea  was  smooth,  and  th*  eit^ 
cumstances  under  which  the  catastrophe  of  thii  sn*t 
drama  was  that  night  acconiplushed  wore  «  {irofonoi 
mystery  to  every  soul  in  England.  For  ftoebt  ibl 
Leicester,  or  Burghley,  or  Queen  Elimboth  Iraew  al 
the  time,  tlie  army  of  Fameao  might,  on  MondAy,  hm 
been  marching  upon  London.  Now,  on  that  jiaaiMf 
morning,  the  army  of  Lord  Hundsou  was  niit 
at  all,  and  Leicester,  with  but  four  thousand 
his  command,  was  just  commencing  hiacsup  at 
The  '■  Bellono-like  "  appearance  of  the  Q« 
white  palfrey,  with  tnmcheon  in  hand,  ad( 
troops  in  that  magnificent  burst  of  eloquenoe 
so  often  been  repeated,  was  not  till  eleven 
wards,  August  ^  ;*  not  till  the  great  Armada, 
and  tempest- tossed,  had  been,  a  week  long, 
itself  against  the  clifis  of  Norway  and  the  Fariiea,  <a  »■ 
forlorn  retreat  to  Spain. 

Leicester,  courageous,  self-confident,  and  sangntin 
ever,  could  not   restrain  his  indignation  at  th«  p 
mony  with  which  his  own  impatient  spirit  had  to 
tend.     "  Be  you  assured,"  said  he,  on  tiit  ird  Ai 


Uvwe^rULMl. 


n  the  Armada  wan  off  the  Isle  of  Wight,  "  if  the  Spauish 
fleet  arrive  safely  in  the  niiirow  seas,  the  Ihike  of 
Parma  will  join  presently  with  all  his  forces,  and  lose 
no  time  in  invading  this  realm.  Therefore  1  beseech 
you,  my  good  Lords,  let  no  man,  by  hope  or  other 
abuse,  prevent  your  speedy  providing  defence  against 
this  mighty  enemy  now  knocking  at  our  gate," ' 

For  even  at  thin  supreme  moment  doubts  were  enter- 
tained at  court  aa  to  the  intentiona  of  the  Spaniards. 

Next  day  he  informed  Waleingham  that  his  four 
thousand  men  hail  arrived.  "  They  be  as  forward  men 
and  willing  to  meet  the  enemy  as  I  ever  saw,"  «  Aug. 
Bfud  ho.'  He  could  not  say  as  much  in'praise  of  '*'"'* 
the  commissariat.  "  Some  want  the  captains  showed," 
he  obfierved,  "for  these  men  arrived  without  one  meal 
of  victiiaLi,  so  that,  on  their  arrival,  they  hud  not  one 
barrel  of  beer  nor  loaf  of  bread— enough  after  twenty 
miles'  march  to  have  discouraged  them,  and  brought 
them  to  mutiny.  I  see  many  causes  to  increase  my 
former  opinion  of  the  dilatory  wants  you  shall  find 
upon  all  sudden  hurley-burleys.  In  no  former  time 
was  ever  so  great  a  cause  ;  and  albeit  her  Majesty  hath 
Appointed  an  army  to  roHist  her  enemies  if  they  land, 
yet  how  hard  a  matter  it  will  be  to  gather  men 
together,  I  find  it  now.  If  it  will  bo  five  days  to 
gather  these  countrymen,  judge  what  it  will  be  to  look 
in  short  space  for  those  that  dwell  forty,  fifty,  sixty 
miles  ofi'." ' 

Ue  had  immense  difGculty  in  feeding  even  this 
slender  force.  "  I  made  proclamation,"  said  he,  "  two 
days  ago,  in  all  market  towns,  that  victuallers  should 
come  to  the  camp  and  receive  money  for  their  provi- 
sions, but  there  is  not  one  victualler  come  in  to  tliis 
hour.  I  have  sent  to  all  the  justices  of  peace  about  it 
from  place  to  place,  I  speak  it  that  timely  consideration 
be  had  of  thoso  things,  and  that  they  bo  not  deferred 
till  the  worst  como.  Let  her  Majesty  not  defer  the  time, 
upon  any  supposed  hope,  to  assemble  a  convenient  for-x  of 
hone  aiid  foot  <Aout  her.     Her  Majesty  cannot  be  strong 
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enougli  too  soon ;  and  if  her  naty  had  not  bceo  stiDng 
und  abroad  as  it  is,  what  caro  had  heraelf  and  bn 
whole  reahn  been  in  by  this  time  !  And  what  care  Ae 
will  be  in  if  hor  forces  bo  not  only  asscmblod.  but  u 
army  presently  dreased  to  withstand  tho  mighty  enwoj 
that  is  to  approach  her  gates ! 

"  God  dodi  kunw,  I  epeak  it  not  to  bring  hw  10 
charges.  I  would  she  bad  less  oatise  to  spend  thu 
ever  sho  had,  and  her  coffers  fuller  than  vvt-r  thvf 
wore  ;  but  I  will  prefer  her  life  anil  safc^,  and  ihe 
defence  of  the  realm,  before  all  sparing  of  charges  in 
the  preaent  danger." ' 

Thus,  on  the  5th  Augnst,  no  army  had  been  aasein* 
bled— not  even  the  body-guaid  of  the  Quwn, — lai 
Leicester,  -wirh  four  thousand  men.  unproTidM  with  k 
barrel  of  beer  or  a  loaf  of  bread,  was  about  commcnciDg 
hia  entrenched  camp  at  Tilbury.  On  the  fith  Angwt 
the  Armada  was  in  Calais  roads,  expecting  Alezandar 
Faraese  to  lead  his  troops  upon  London  ! 

Norris  and  Williams,  on  the  news  of  Medina  Sidoi^'t 
approach,  had  rushed  to  Dover,  much  to  the  iodiffnotiaa 
ot  Leicester,  just  as  the  Earl  was  Ix^aning  hill  en- 
trenchmenta  at  Tilbury.  "  I  assure  you  1  am  an^ 
with  Sir  John  Norris  and  Sir  Roger  Williams,"  he  em. 
"  I  am  hore  cook,  caterer,  and  huntsman.  1  am  left  wilh 
no  one  to  supply  Sir  John's  place  as  marshal,  but,  far  * 
dav  or  two,  am  willing  to  work  the  harder  myaelt  I' 
ordered  them  both  to  return  this  day  early,  wlud  thB^ 
faithfully  promised.  Yet,  on  arriving  this  nKmiitig.  I 
hear  nothing  of  either,  and  have  nobody  to  numdial  ihl 
camp  either  for  horao  or  foot.  This  manner  of  JoolinR  doih 
much  misliko  me  in  them  both.  1  am  ill-uwjd.  Tun  ti 
four  o'clock,  but  hero's  not  one  of  them.  If  they  c 
not  this  night,  I  assTire  you  I  will  not  reocive  them  Ml 
office,  nor  bear  such  loose,  careless  dealing  at  thtiir  lund 
If  you  saw  how  weakly  T  am  assisted  you  would  I 
sorry  to  think  that  we  here  should  be  the  front  agiiiii 
the  enemy  that  is  so  mighty,  if  he  should  land  hen 
And  seeing  hor  Majesty  hath  appointed  m«  hor  lin 
tenon t^general,  I  look  ibat  respect  be  used  towards  dm 
such  aa  is  due  to  my  place.'" 
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Thtis  the  ancient  gnidge  between  Leioerter  and  the 
Earl  of  Sussex'^  boh  waa  erer  breaking  forth,  and  was 
tint  likely  tu  prove  beneficial  at  this  eventfal  eeason. 

Next  day  the  Welshman  arrived,  and  Sir  John  pro- 
mised to  come  back  in  tho  evening.  Sir  Roger  brought 
word  from  the  coast  that  Lord  Henry  Seymour's  fleet 
was  in  want  both  of  men  and  jiowder.  "  Good  Lord !  " 
exclaimed  Leicester,  "  how  is  thia  come  to  pafis,  that 
both  he  and  my  Lord-Admiral  are  bo  weakened  of  men? 
I  bear  they  be  running  away.  I  beeeech  yon,  aeecmble 
your  forces,  and  play  not  away  this  kingdom  by  delays. 
Hasten  our  horsemen  hither  and  footmen.  .  .  t  aui. 
If  the  ypanifih  fleet  come  to  the  narrow  seas,  the  '"'■ 
Frinceof  Paruia  will  play  another  part  than  is  looked  for.'" 

Am  the  Armada  approached  Calais,  Leicester  was  in- 
formed that  the  soldiers  at  Dover  began  to  leave  the 
ooust.  It  seemed  that  they  were  dissatie&ed  with  the 
penuriuuHness  of  the  government.  "  Our  soidiers  do 
break  away  at  Dover,  or  are  not  pleased.  I  aaauro  you, 
without  wages,  the  people  will  not  tarry,  and  contribu- 
tions go  hard  with  them.  Surely  I  find  that  her  Majesty 
must  needs  deal  liberally,  and  be  at  charges  to  entertain 
her  subjects  that  have  chargeably  and  liberally  used 
themselves  to  serve  her." '  The  lieutenant-general  even 
thought  it  might  be  necessary  for  him  to  proceed  to 
Dover  in  person,  in  order  to  remonstrate  with  these 
discontented  troops ;  for  it  was  possible  that  those  ill- 
paid,  undisciplined,  and  very  meagre  forces  would  And 
much  difficulty  in  opposing  Alexander's  march  to 
London,  if  he  should  once  succeed  in  landing.  Leicester 
liad  a  very  indifferent  opinion  too  of  the  train-bands  of 
the  metroiwlis.  "  For  your  Londoners,"  he  said,  "  I  see 
their  serwCB  tnH  be  liltU,  except  they  have  their  own 
captains,  and,  having  them,  J  look  for  none  of  oil  by  tham, 
when  we  shall  meet  the  enemy."  '  This  was  not  com- 
plimentary, certainly,  to  tho  training  of  the  famous 
Artillery  Garden,  and  furnished  a  still  stronger  motive 
for  defending  the  road  over  which  the  capital  was  to  be 
approached.  But  there  was  much  jealousy,  both  among 
citizens  and  nobles,  of  any  authority  entrusted  to  pro- 
feasioual  soldiers.     "I  know  what  burghers  be,  well 
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enoagh,"  said  the  Earl,  "  as  bravo  and  'well-entertaiotd 
as  ever  the  Londoners  were.  K  they  Bhould  go  fortb 
from  the  city  tlioy  should  have  good  leaders.  You  know 
the  imperfections  of  the  timo,  how  few  leaders  you  baTe, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  countiea  are  veiy  loth  to  have 
any  captains  placed  with  them.  So  that  the  beating  out 
of  oitr  beat  captains  is  like  to  be  cause  of  great  danger."' 

Sir  John  Smith,  a  soldier  of  experience,  employnd  to 
drill  and  organize  some  of  the  levies,  expre>eeod  Mill 
more  disparaging  opinions  than  those  of  Leioester  ooo- 
(leming  the  probable  eEGciency  in  the  field  of  tlieac 
English  armies.'  The  Earl  was  very  angry  with  tfa* 
knight,  however,  and  considered  him  incompetent,  inn- 
lent,  and  ridicnlons.  Sir  John  seemed,  indeed,  more 
disposed  to  keep  himself  out  of  harm's  way  than  to 
render  service  to  the  Queen  hy  leading  awkwMjl 
recmita  against  Alexander  Famese.  He  thought  it 
better  to  nurse  himself. 

"  You  would  laugh  to  see  how  Sir  John  Smith  kifl 
dealt  since  my  coming,"  said  Leicester.  "He  caiu  to 
me,  and  told  me  that  his  disease  so  grew  upon  him  ■*  ht 
must  needs  go  to  the  baths.  1  told  him  I  would  nc4  ha 
against  his  healtlLbut  he  saw  what  the  time  wm.  mi 
what  pains  ho  had  taken  with  his  eounttymen,  and  that 
I  had  provided  a  good  place  for  him.  Nest  day  h« 
came  agaiu,  saying  little  to  my  offer  then,  and  Momed 
desirous,  for  his  health,  to  be  gone.  I  told  him  wh»t 
place  I  did  appoint,  which  was  a  regiment  of  n  gml 
part  of  his  countrymen,  Ue  said  his  health  yraa  AnU  U 
him,  and  he  desired  to  take  leave  of  mo,  which  I  yielded 
unto.  Yesterday,  being  our  mastetnlay,  he  ciune  aWB 
to  mo  to  dinner ;  hut  such  fiKiti^h  and  v«inglonoai 
paradoxes  he  bnrst  withal,  without  any  cause  offendj 
as  made  all  that  knew  anything  smile  and  answer  littl^ 
but  in  sort  rather  to  satisfy  men  present  than  to 
with  him." ' 

And  tlie  knight  went  that  day  to  review 
choice  troops— the  four  thousand  men  of  &«ox- 
not  much  more  deeply  improHscd  with  thoir 
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than  lie  had  been  with  that  of  his  own  regiment.    He 
became  very  censorious. 

"  After  the  muster,"  said  the  lieutenant-general,  "  he 
entered  again  into  such  strange  cries  for  ordering  of  mea, 
and  for  the  fight  with  the  weapon,  as  made  me  *hinV  he 
waa  not  well,  God  forbid  he  should  Lave  chatge  of 
men  that  knowelh  so  little,  as  1  dare  pronounce  that  he 
doth ! " ' 

Tet  the  critical  knight  was  a  professional  campaigner, 
whose  opinions  were  entitled  to  respect ;  and  the  more  so, 
it  would  seem,  because  they  did  not  materially  vary  from 
those  which  Leicester  himself  was  in  the  luibit  of  ex- 
pressing. And  these  interior  scenes  of  discord,  tnmnlt, 
peraimony,  want  of  organization,  and  unsatisfaclory 
mustering  of  troops,  were  occnrringon  the  Tory  Saturday 
and  Sunday  when  the  Armada  lay  in  sight  of  Dover 
cliSs,  and  when  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards  on  the 
Dover-road  might  at  any  moment  be  expected. 

Leicestttr's  jealous  and  overbearing  temper  itself  was 
also  proving  a  formidable  obstacle  to  a  wholesome 
system  of  defence.  He  was  ali'eady  displeased  with  the 
amonut  of  authority  entmstod  to  Lord  Hunsdon,  dis< 
posed  to  Uiiuk  his  own  rights  invaded,  and  desirona 
that  the  I^ord  Chamberlain  should  accept  office  under 
bimsell  He  wished  saving  clauses  as  to  bis  own  autho- 
rity inserted  in  Hunadou's  patent  "  Either  it  must  bo 
so,  or  I  shall  have  wrong,'  said  he,  "if  he  absolutely 
command  where  my  patent  doth  give  mo  power.  You 
may  easily  conceive  what  absurd  dealings  are  likely  to 
fall  out,  if  you  allow  two  absolute  commanders." " 

Looking  at  these  pictures  of  command er-in'chief^ 
officers,  and  rank  and  file — as  painted  by  themselves — 
we  feel  an  inexpressible  satisfaction  that  in  this  great 
cnsis  of  Engliuid's  destiny  there  were  such  men  as 
Howard,  Draie,  Frobisher,  Hawkins,  Seymour,  Winter, 
Fanner,  and  their  gallant  brethren,  cruising  that  week 
in  the  Channel,  and  that  Nassau  and  Warmond,  Be  Moor 
and  Van  der  Does,  were  blockading  the  Flemish  coast. 

Thei'e  was  but  little  preparation  to  resist  the  enemy 
once  landed.     There  were  bo  fortresses,  no  regular  army, 
~      1  popolation   trained   to  any  weapon.      ITiere    were 
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Stnotism.  Itiyalty,  courage,  and  enthusiasm,  in  abnn- 
ace ;  but  the  commander-in-cltief  was  a  qaeen'i 
favourite,  odioua  to  the  people,  with  very  modente 
abiliHes,  and  eternally  quarrelling  with  offiorrs  mora 
competent  than  himself;  and  all  the  ammgemenUwvn 
eo  hopeleasiT  behindhand  that,  although  great  dinsten 
might  have  been  avenged,  they  could  scarcely  have  * 
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Hemembering  that  the  InviDcible  Armada  w 
in  Calais  roads  on  the  6th  of  August,  hoping  to 
Dover  the  next  morning,  let  us  ponder  the  worda  »d- 
dressed  on  that  very  day  to  Queen  Elisabeth  by  the 
Lieut  enant-Geneial  of  England. 

"  My  most  dear  and  graciouB  Lady,"  said  the  Eul, 
"  it  is  moBt  true  that  those  enemies  that  approach 
kingdom  and  person  are  your  undesen'ed  foes,  and  l 
eo,  and  hating  yon  tor  a  righteous  cause,  there  ii 
less  fear  to  be  had  of  their  malice  or  their  forces 
there  is  a  most  just  God  that  beholdeth  the 
of  that  heart.  The  cause  you  are  assailed  for  is  Ilu 
His  Church's,  and  He  never  failed  any  that  &itlifnlly 
do  put  their  chief  trust  in  His  goodness.  He  hMh.  t* 
comfort  yon  withal,  given  you  gTMt  and  mighty 
to  defend  yourself,  which  means  I  doubt  not  but  yvar 
Majesty  will  timely  and  princely  use  them,  and  yintr 
good  God  that  ruleth  all  will  assist  yoa  and  blew  jvt 
with  vicfoty." ' 

He  then  proceeded  to  give  his  opioion  on  two  iwinli^ 
concerning  which  the  Queen  liod  just  oonsnlted  hin— ' 
theproprie^  of  assembling  her  anny,  and  herdcain  W 
place  herself  at  the  head  of  it  in  person. 

On  the  first  point  one  would  have  thought  d 
snperfluous  on  the  <iUi  of  August  "  Fur  yonr  atmr,  it 
u  more  than  lane  it  wtrt  gathertii  and  lAovt  yn%^  aid  uri' 
oester.  "  or  so  near  you  as  }-oti  may  have  the  asc  of  it  al' 
a  few  hoars'  warning.  The  reason  is  that  your  ni|^^ 
enemies  are  at  hand,  and,  if  God  sufii;n  them  to  pui  vf 
your  fleet,  you  are  sure  they  will  atttrmpt  their  poif — 
of  landing  with  all  expedition.  And  albeit  y^rar  n 
!«  very  utrong.  but,  as  we  have  ulwaj-a  heArd,  tht  W 
ia  not  only  &r  greater,  but  their  forces  of  i 

1  W(i«Btatt«»*»-,"j^.\w».  i?.r.O 
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I>eyond  yours.  No  doubt,  if  the  Prince  of  Parma  come 
foKt,  their  forces  by  sea  shall  not  only  be  greatly  ang- 
tnented,  but  his  jwwer  to  laud  shall  the  easier  take  effect 
whensoever  he  shall  attempt  it.  Therefore  it  is  most 
requisite  that  your  Majesty  at  all  eyents  have  as  great  a 
force  every  way  as  you  can  devise;  for  there  is  no 
dallianco  at  such  a  time  nor  with  such  an  enemy.  You 
shall  otherwise  hazard  your  own  honour,  besides  your 
person  and  country,  and  must  offend  your  gracious  God 
ihat  gave  you  these  forces  and  power,  though  you  tniS  tuA 
itM  them  wlum  you  shotUtl."^ 

It  aeema  strange  enough  that  such  phraaes  should  be 
necessajy  when  the  enemy  was  knocking  at  the  gate ; 
but  it  is  only  too  true  that  the  land-forcea  were  never 
organized  until  the  hour  of  danger  bad.  most  fortunately 
and  unexpectedly,  passed  by.  Snggestjons  at  this  late 
moment  wore  now  given  for  the  defence  of  the  throne, 
the  capital,  the  kingdom,  and  the  life  of  the  great 
Queen,  which  would  not  have  seemed  premature  had 
they  been  made  six  months  before,  but  which,  when 
oO'ered  in  August,  excite  unbounded  amazement.  Alex- 
ander would  have  had  time  to  march  from  Dover  to 
Durham  before  these  directions,  now  leisurely  stated 
with  all  tlie  air  of  novelty,  could  be  carried  into  effect. 

"  Now  for  the  placing  of  your  army,"  says  the  lieu- 
tenant-gencntl  on  the  memorable  baturday,  Gth  of 
August:  "no  doubt  but  I  think  abiiut  London  the 
meotest,  and  I  suppose  that  others  will  be  of  the  same 
mind.  And  your  Majesty  should  forthwith  give  the 
diaiye  t/mnof  to  some  spv-ial  nolrUsimi  about  you,  and  like- 
wise place  all  your  chief  oEBcera  that  every  man  may 
knoio  wfuil  hfC  shall  do,  and  gather  as  many  good  horse  above 
all  things  as  you  can,  and  the  oldest,  best,  and  assuredoEt 
captains  to  lead ;  for  tlierein  will  consist  the  greatest 
hope  of  good  snccess  under  God.  And  so  soon  as  your 
army  is  assembled,  Ut  them  by  and  liy  he  eaxrcised,  evrry  maa 
to  know  his  mapon,  and  that  there  be  all  other  things 
prepared  in  readiness  for  j-our  anny,  as  if  they  sliouTd 
march  upon  a  day's  warning,  especiidly  carriages,  and  a 
commissarj- of  victuals,  and  a  master  of  ordnance."' 

t'ertainly,  with  Alexander  of  Panna  on  his  way  to 

iioudon,  at  (he  head  of  his  Italian  pikemen,  bis  Spanish 
)  Icfeaur  Id  Ibe  Qqi!™.  Its.  lui  died.  ■  lliliL 
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innsketeerB,  his  faiuons  veteran  legion — "  Ihat  t 
mother  of  great  soldiers'" — it  w»s  indeed  more  tliu 
time  that  every  man  should  know  wliftt  he  aliouhi  do, 
that  an  anny  of  Englishmen  should  be  s^sombled,  K  ' 
that  every  man  should  know  hie  weapon.  "By  a 
by  "  was  easily  said,  and  yet  on  the  6th  of  August  it 
,  v^1tB  by  and  by  that  an  army,  not  yet  miisteied,  nut  jvt 
officered,  not  yet  provided  with  a  general,  a  oommiM 
of  victuals,  or  a  master  of  ordnance,  was  to  be  e 
— "  every  roan  to  know  his  weapon." 

Engliah  coni-age  might  ultimately  triumph  oiver  tli»' 
mistakes  of  those  who  governed  the  country,  and  over  ' 
those  disciplined  brigands  by  whom  it  was  to  be  invaded. 
But  meantime  every  man  of  those  invaders  had  alrMdy 
learned  on  ik  hundred  battle-fields  to  know  his  weapon. 

It  was  a  magnificent  determination  on  the  put  of 
Elizabeth  to  place  herself  at  the  head  of  her  trotin* ;  and  ' 
the  enthnaiftsm  which  her  attitude  inspired,  wli«a  shu 
had  at  last  emancipated  herself  fi-om  the  delitsiona  (rfdi** 
plomaoy  and  the  seductions  of  thrift,  was  som&reoou)|ieniw 
at  least  for  the  perils  caused  by  her  procrastinatifaL. 
But  Leicester  could  not  approve  of  this  hazardouatbon^r' 
heroic  resolution,' 

The  danger  passed  away.  The  Invincible  Amutila 
was  driven  out  of  the  Channel  by  tire  courwe,  the  ' 
splendid  seamanship,  and   the   euthusinsm  of  £ngli>li 

>  -  Aqocl  NnHo  Tlija,  pudre  d>  tudna  j-uo,  yoa  naj  <ti  II  to  Anw  rs 
lu  de  to>  DUTORt  j-nur  hoiUF  at  Hivnbia ;  nM  )« 
to  nurcmil  1411110    TvLu^  tbnai  LcoAo.   t«   tl   f 

Europ*."    tAiliiDi*,  II.  M™.  KhUiwb,  IIiUto>)>,  anil  Uh>  lUbff 

>  LetaiUcr  Id  tbc  QuMn,  US.  bcKn    iibaal,  tlwll  tie  •Iwkjt  mlinlr  >i 
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sailore  and  volunloers.  The  Duke  of  Forma  was  kept 
a  close  prisoner  by  the  ficete  of  Holland  asd  Zeoland ; 
sad  the  great  etoim  of  the  1 4th  and  1 5th  of  August  at 
last  completed  the  overthrow  of  the  SpaniardB. 

It  was,  however,  supposed  for  a  long  time  that  they 
would  come  back,  for  the  disasters  which  had  befallen. 
them  ia  the  north  were  bnt  tardily  known  in  England. 
The  sailors  by  whom  Eoglnud  had  been  thus  defended 
in  her  utmost  need,  were  dying  by  hundreds,  and  even 
thousands,  of  ship-fever,  in  Ihe  latter  days  of  August. 
M.en  siokened  one  day,  and  died  the  next,  so  that  it 
scenied  probable  that  the  ten  tlioosand  sailors  by  whom 
the  Knglish  ships  of  war  were  manned  would  have 
almost  wholly  disappeared,  at  a  moment  when  their 
services  might  he  imperatively  required.  Nor  had  there 
been  the  least  precaution  t/tken  for  cherishing  and  saving 
these  brave  defenders  of  their  country.  They  rotted  in 
their  shipe,  or  died  in  the  sti'eets  of  the  naval  ports, 
because  there  were  no  hospitals  to  receive  them.' 

" 'Tis  a  most  pitiful  sight,"  said  the  Lord-Admiral, 
"  to  see  hei-e  at  Margate  how  the  men,  having  no  place 
where  they  can  be  received,  die  in  the  streets.  I  am 
driven  of  force  mjeelf  to  come  on  land  to  see  tlieni 
bestowed  in  some  lodgings;  and  the  best  I  can  get  ia 
hams  and  such  onthouaes,  and  the  relief  is  Email  that  I 
can  provide  for  them  here.  It  would  grieve  any  nian'» 
lieart  to  ate  tmit  that  have  serwd  so  valiantly  (He  so  miKerably."' 

The  survivors,  too,  were  greatly  discontented;  for, 
after  having  been  eight  months  at  sea,  and  enduring 
great  privations,  they  could  not  get  their  wages,  "Find- 
ing it  to  come  thus  scantily,"  said  Howard  "  it  breeds 
a  marvellous  alteration  among  them," ' 

Bnt  more  dangerons  than  the  pestilence  or  the  discon- 
tent was  the  misunderstanding  which  esist«d  at  the 
moment  between  the  leading  admirals  of  the  English 
fleet  Not  only  was  SejTUonr  angry  with  Howard,  but 
Hawkins  and  Frobisher  were  at  daggers  drawn  wilb 
Drake ;  and  Sir  Martin — if  contemporary  afSdavite  can 

UWilttafium;  ttmc  tu  Wry  CoiuicLl,  .."".um     ,,_    ^. 
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be  trusted — did  not  scruple  to  heap  the  most  vrnJenl 
abiise  upon  Sir  FranciM,  cAlHng  him.  in  Itingnage  ittnet 
fitted  for  the  forecastle  than  the  quarter-deck,  a  thiff 
and  a  coward,  for  appropriating  the  rannom  of  Duo 
Pedro  Valdoz.  in  which  both  Frobisher  and  Handdiv 
claimed  at  least  an  eqilal  ehare  with  himself.' 

And  anxious  enough  was  the  Lord'Admiral,  witli  liit 
sailors  perishing  by  pestilence,  with  many  of  hia  shipt 
80  weakly  manned  that— as  Lord  Henrj'  Seymunr  Jf 


WbfnuDU 
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u  Uu  Lord  SIhOiiIiI.  ...  I  riniixl  olih  for  jrm  wm  t»  hrtlw  oS  nil  aM(.M 
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clared — there  were  not  marinerB  enough  to  weigh  the 
anchonj,'  and  with  the  great  naval  heroes,  on  whose 
efforts  the  safety  of  the  realm  depended,  wrangling  like 
fishwonien  among  tliomselvos,  when  rumours  uame.  as 
they  did  almost  daily,  of  the  retnm  of  the  Spanish 
Armada,  and  of  new  domonatrationa  on  the  part  of  Far- 
nese.  lie  was  naturally  unwilling  that  the  fruits  of 
Eltiglish  valour  on  the  seas  should  now  be  sacrificed  hy 
the  false  economy  of  tlie  government.  He  felt  that, 
after  all  that  had  been  enuured  and  accomplishect,  the 
Qnecn  and  lier  counsellors  were  still  capable  of  leaving 
England  at  the  mercy  of  a  renewed  attempt.  "  I  know 
not  what  you  think  at  the  court,"  said  he ;  "  but  I  think, 
and  so  do  all  here,  that  there  cannot  be  too  great  forces 
maintained  for  the  next  five  or  six  weeks.  God  knowelh 
whether  the  Spanish  fleet  will  not,  after  refreshing 
themsolvea  in  Norway,  Denmark,  and  the  Orkneys, 
return.  I  tliink  they  dare  not  go  back  to  Spain,  with 
this  dishonourto  their  King  and  overthrow  of  ibe  Pope's 
credit.  Sir,  sure  bind,  sTire  find.  A  kingclom  is  a  grand 
wager.  Security  is  dangerous,  and,  if  Otd  had  nof  been 
our  bfsffritiid,  we  should  have  found  it  so."  * 

Nothing  could  be  more  replete  with  sound  common 
sense  than  this  simple  advice,  given  as  it  was  in  ntt«r 
ignorance  of  the  fate  of  tlie  Armada,  after  it  had  been 
lost  sightof  by  the  English  veesela  off  the  Fritli  of  Forth, 
and  of  the  cold  refreshment  which  it  had  found  in  Nor- 
way and  the  Orkneys.     But  Burghley  had   a   store  of 
Itiy  apophthegms,  for  which  ho  knew  he  could  alwayti 
ad  sympathy  in  the  Queen's  breast,  and  with  which  he 
eould  answer  these  demands  of  admirals  and  generals. 
To  jspend  in  time  convenient  is  wisdom ;"  ho  observed 
-"to  continue  charges  without  needful  cause  bringetli 
repentance  ;" — "  to  hold  on  charges  without  knowledge 
of  the  certainty  thereof  and  of  means  how  to  support 
a,  is  lack  of  wisdom  ;"  '  and  so  on. 

TOoiu    u   Widilnih™.  4-i!!-  ■""«  of  •  "IWi;  clarg..    TbtDutont 
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Yet  the  Spanisli  fleet  miglit  have  retomod 
F  Chaunel — for  aught  the  Lord-Treaeorer  on  the  22nJ 
'  Augiuit  knew — or  the  Dutch  fleet  might  have  relaxed  it 
ite  vigOaut  watehing  of  Famese'a  iuovemenl«.  It  oigU 
have  then  seemed  a  most  plentifol  lack  of  wiedom  tj, 
allow  English  sailors  to  die  of  plague  in  the  streeti  tat, 
mrat  of  hospitals,  and  to  grow  mutinous  for  default  <I 
pay.  To  have  saved  under  sucb  ciroumstanoes  wonU 
perhaps  have  brought  repentance. 

The  invasion  of  England  by  Spain  had  been  niotit  pop-, 
tentous.  That  the  d^iger  was  at  last  aveited  in  to  bt 
ascribed  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  English  nalion— boA 
ratriciane  and  plebeians — to  the  beroiam  of  tbe  littls 
English  fleet,  to  the  spirit  of  the  naval  comnianders  vAr 
volunteers,  to  the  stanch  and  etfoctivo  eupport  of  tb> 
Hollanders,  and  to  the  hand  of  God  shattermg  the  Ai^ 
mada  at  last ;  but  very  little  credit  can  be  oonscieib' 
tiously  awarded  to  the  diplomatic:  or  tbc  military  oCTorU 
of  the  Queen's  govemmeul.'  Sliracloa  alone,  in  tlw. 
opinion  of  Roger  Williams,  had  saved  KogUiid 
occasion  from  perdition,'  ^^ 

Towards  the  end  of  Attgust,  Adtoiral  de  Nassau  pal2 
a  visit  to  Dover  with  forty  ships,  "  well  appuiutitd 
fiimislied.""  He  dined  and  conferred  with  Sertnuai', 
Palmer,  and  other  offioers^Winlor  being  still  laid  up 
with  his  wound — and  expressed  tlie  opinion  that  Uediaft 
Sidouia  would  hardly  return  to  the  Chntiiiel,  afliiT  t' 
banquet  he  had  received  from  her  Majesty's  uavy  I 

I  AaarrpUiH)  It  nJini^kibt  nude  la  "WUs  pratinl  Bui  oiimtTtl  b  n«K* 

ClT<iiirorthii5«RUiTD(Suln  AIIhonKli  lUadof  cruliltii  jilirr  Ihr  E^aats^ 

■lamed  for  «  nKmnil  bj  tbe  BupnAinpAli  bAi^  WA  tpttti  my  Iv^^  «hl4h<  I A 

IKrtUj  dC  Philip  uid  FunK  iiMl  ri*-  Qiid.tiiiU*lo||ui]irni,iti  ^uiti  mi  ll 

cdYal  tif  Uh  IbtelllffmcB  V  l«1be  run-  -  .  -  ■  Sparvibf  not  wdil*  I  uaatna^te 

dlUmt or Uk Araudt in« Ihn  Kilo nw  wbmGodAiUi 
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lul,  idd  (maUDtly   utti!i4tm 
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tween  Calais  and  Gravelines.  He  also  gave  the  infor- 
mation that  the  States  bad  sent  fifty  l>utch  vessels  in 
Enrsuit  of  tho  Spatiiarda,  and  bad  compelled  all  the 
eiring-fighermen  for  the  time  to  serve  in  the  ships  of 
war,  although  the  prosperity  of  the  country  depended 
on  that  industry.  "  I  find  the  man  very  wise,  subtle, 
and  cunning,"  said  Seymour  of  the  Dutch  Admiral,  "  and 
therefore  do  T  troat  him."  ' 

Nastsan  represented  the  Dntce  of  Parma  as  evidently 
discouraged,  as  ha%4ng  already  disembarked  his  troops, 
and  as  vurj-  little  disposed  to  hazard  any  further  enter- 
prise against  England.  "I  have  left  twenty-five  Krom- 
stevons,"  said  he,  "  to  prevent  his  egress  from  Sluys,  and 
I  am  immediately  returning  thither  myself.  The  tide  will 
not  allow  his  vessels  at  present  to  leave  Dunkirk,  and  I 
shall  not  fail  —before  the  next  full  moon — to  place  my- 
self before  that  place,  to  prevent  their  coming  out,  or 
to  have  a  brush  with  them  if  they  venture  to  put  to 
eea." " 

But,  after  the  scenes  on  which  the  last  full  moon  had 
looked  down  in  those  waters,  there  oould  be  no  fiirther 
pretence  on  the  part  of  Famese  to  issue  from  Sluys  and 
jBtinkirk,  and  England  and  Holland,  were  thenceforth 

red  from  all  naval  enterprises  on  the  part  of  Spain. 

Meantime,  the  same  uncertainty  which  prevailed  in 

tgland  as  to  the  condition  and  the  intentions  of  the 
Armada  was  still  more  remarkable  elsewhere.  Tlieie 
was  a  systematic  deception  practised  not  only  upon 
other  governments,  but  upon  the  King  of  Spain  as  well. 
Philip,  as  he  sat  at  his  writing-desk,  woe  regarding  him- 
self aN  the  monarch  of  England,  long  after  his  Armada 
had  been  hopelessly  dispersed-' 

In  Paris,  rumours  were  circulated  during  the  first 
ten  days  of  August  that  England  was  vanquished,  and 
that  the  Queen  was  already  on  her  way  to  Rome  as  a 
prisoner,  where  she  was  to  make  expiation,  barefoot, 
before  his  Holiness.     Mendoza — now  more  magnificent 
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than  ever — stalked  into  Notre  Dame  with  his  drawn 
aword  in  his  hand,  crying  out  with  a  loud  voice,  '■  Vic- 
tory, victory !"'  and  on  the  lOth  of  Augnat  onlerod  boii- 
tires  k>  bo  made  before  hie  house ;  but  iifterwanla 
thought  better  of  that  scheme.'  He  hud  been  duvetTeil 
by  a  variety  of  reports  sent  to  him  day  aflur  day  br 
agents  on  the  coast ;  and  the  King  of  France^better 
informed  by  Stafford,  but  not  unwilling  thus  t<i  feed  his 
spite  against  the  ineolent  ambaasadur — affeftod  to  be- 
have hia  fables,  He  even  confirmed  them  by  intelli- 
gence, which  he  pretended  to  have  bimself  r<»ceiv«d 
from  other  sources,  of  the  landing  of  the  Spaniards  in 
England  without  opposition,  and  of  the  entire-  subjngk-  ' 
tion  of  that  country  without  the  striking  of  a  blow  * 

Hereupon,  on  the  night  of  August  10th,  the  onvoy 
— "like  a  wise  man,"  as  Stafford  observod*- 
four  couriers,  one  after  another,  with  the  great  nows  to 
Spain,  that  his  master's  heart  might  be  rejoiced,  i 
caused  a  pamphlet  on  the  enhject  to  be  printed  and  dis- 
tributed over  i'aria.*  "  I  will  not  waste  a  large  sheet  of 
paper  to  express  the  joy  whidi  we  must  all  feel,"  hs 
wrote  to  Idiaquez,  "  at  thla  good  news.  God  be  ptww  ' 
for  all,  who  gives  iia  amall  ohostisomenla  tu  vaaka  t 
better,  and  men,  like  a  merciful  Father,  sends  ai 
infinite  rewaids,'"  And  in  the  same  strain  he  ' 
day  after  day,  to  Uoura  and  JdiaqueE,  and  to  I'hilip 
himself. 

Stafibrd,  on  his  side,  was  anxious  lo  bo  infonnod  by 
his  government  of  the  exact  truth,  whatever  it  wore,  i 
order  that  these  fignicnta  of  Mendoza  might  be  omtr 
dieted.  "  That  which  cometh  from  me."  ho  mid,  "  wiU 
be  believed,  for  I  have  not  been  used  tu  tell  Um,  and  il 
very  truth  I  have  not  the  face  to  do  it."' 

nclaPklllpII.onx'd  - 
ivqjr  tbpusbi  ih«i 
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And  the  news  of  the  Calais  squibs,  of  the  fight  off 
Gravelines.  and  the  retreat  of  the  Aruiada  towards  thu 
north,  could  not  be  very  loug  concealed.  So  booh, 
therefore,  as  authentic  intelligence  reached  the  Englieti 
envoy  of  those  events — which  was  not,  however,  for 
iieor'^  ten  liuys  after  thoir  occurrence ' — Staflbrd  in  Lis 
turn  wrote  a  pamphlet,  in  answer  to  that  of  MendoKtt, 
and  decidedly  the  more  succeasful  one  of  the  two.  It 
cost  him  but  five  crowns,  he  said,  to-print  four  hundred 
copies  of  it ;  but  those  in  wbosie  name  it  wh8  published 
gut  one  hundred  crowns  by  its  sole.  The  Euglibli 
ainbasEador  was  unwilling  to  be  known  as  tbe  author — 
althongb  "desirous  of  t«)uching  up  the  impudence  of 
the  Spaniard ;"— but  the  King  had  no  doubt  of  its 
origin,  i'oor  Henry,  still  smarting  under  the  insults  of 
Mendoza  and  "  Mncio,"  was  delighted  with  this  blow  to 
I'hilip'e  presumption,  was  loud  in  his  praises  of  Queen 
Elizabeth's  valour,  prudence,  and  marvellous  fortune, 
ftnd  declared  that  what  she  had  just  done  oould  be  com- 
pared to  the  greatest  exploits  of  the  most  illiistrious 
men  in  history.*  "  So  soon  as  ever  he  saw  the  pam- 
phlet," said  Stafford,  •■ba  offered  to  lay  a  wager  it 
was  my  doing,  and  laughed  at  it  heartily."'  And  there 
were  malicious  pages  about  the  French  court,  who  also 
found  much  amusement  in  writing  to  the  ambassador, 
begging  his  interest  with  tbe  Ihike  of  I'amia  that  they 
might  obtain  from  that  conqueror  some  odd  refuse  town 
or  BO  iu  England,  such  as  York,  Canterbury,  London,  or 
the  like — till  tbe  luckless  Don  Bernardino  was  ashamed 
to  dhow  his  face.' 


^ 


I'         '  Ut  iiniJBdiu,  puttleuJo  aL  tniuida  en  idmL. 
ndon  de  per  iH  liA  lu^BAla  ■  podu 

xloHT  con  d«lr  ftVFt  trbjDfiiilo  la  Rojiu  de  I 

nsitrekl  [tm,-    MaiaoMlo  Jlilllp.llOiJW 

1  llcym  (Areb.deSliiu[PMl»].MS.) 

DiuivJI-  or  amtK  aJI  the  tipLolu  of  Ibe  Ed 

fill  Bvto  lod  Dolch  mlmlmU  ml  their  arn 

iVtr^rcoa  to  Iba  oillnlDii  oC  Uniir  111,,  the  mj 
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A  letter  from  Farnese,  however,  of  lOlh  Anguht. 
apprized  rhilip  before  the  end  of  Auput  of  tlie  L'hLiu 
disaster,  and  caused  lum  great  titieaiiiuees,  witlinnt 
driving  him  to  despair.  "  At  the  very  moment,"  wtMc 
ihe  King  to  Medina  Sidonia,  '■  when  1  was  cipecting 
news  of  the  effect  hoped  fur  from  my  Armada,  I  lian 
learned  the  retreat  ftora  before  Calais,  to  tMicA  it  mu  can- 
pelled  by  tht  leeather  ;  [!]  and  X  have  rweived  a  very  ipv»A 
shock,  which  keeps  rue  in  anxiety  not  to  be  eta^ff-nuA. 
Nevertheless  I  hope  in  our  Lord  that  He  will  hnvp  pnv 
rided  a  remedy,  and  that  if  it  was  possible  for  yn<x  tu 
return  upon  the  enemy,' to  come  back  to  the  appuinteil 
post,  and  to  watch  an  opportunity  for  the  great  atruk*. 
you  will  have  done  as  the  case  required ;  and  tni  1  an 
expecting,  with  nolicitude,  to  hear  what  has  hA[ii>uDed, 
and  please  Ood  it  may  be  that  which  is  so  suitable  for 
His  service." ' 

And  in  the  same  strain,  niolanchcily  yet  hppojVil,  werr 
other  letters  despatched  on  that  day  to  the  Duke  of 
Parma,  "  The  satiHfactiun  caused  by  yimr  advices  oa 
the  8th  August  of  the  arrival  of  t]ic  Annuda  nnar  Calai*, 
aiid  of  your  preparations  to  embark  yuur  tmops,  wu 
changed  into  a  sentiment  which  you  can  iun^pu«.  hjr 
your  letter  of  the  10th.  The  anxiety  thus  tieoamnneil'tt 
would  he  impossible  to  exa^erate,  although — the  oihm. 
being  such  as  it  is — there  is  no  ground  fur  dioUtwu 
I'erhaps  the  Annada,  keeping  together,  has  returned  upMi 
the  enemy,  and  given  a  good  account  of  itnelf.  with  the 
help  of  the  Loi-d.  Bo  I  still  pronuNe  mj-nelf  that  yon  will 
have  pei'formud  your  part  in  the  enterpneu  in  such  ' 
tM  that  the  fervice  intended  to  the  Lord  may  have  1 
i-xociitod.  and  repairs  made  to  the  reputation  of  kU,  whicb' 
has  been  so  much  compromised."* 


-Al    Umpa    qoa   ••    •^minta™ 


HE  BELIEVES  HIMSELF  VICTORIOLS. 

And  the  King's  drooping  Rpirits  were  revived  by  fi'e^h 
ttccouQts  which  reached  liim  in  September,  by  way  of 
France.  He  now  teamed  that  the  Armada  had  taken 
captive  four  Dntch  men-of-war  and  many  English  ehipH; 
that,  after  the  Spaniards  had  been  followed  &ora  Calais 
roads  by  the  euomy's  fleet,  there  had  been  an  action, 
whieh  the  EngliEh  had  attempted  in  vain  lu  avoid,  off 
Newcastle ;  that  Medina  tiidonia  had  charged  upon 
them  sovigoroufily  as  to  sink  twenty  of  their  ships,  and 
to  caipture  twenty-six  others,  good  and  sound  ;  tLat  the 
others,  to  escape  perdition,  had  fled,  after  suffering  great 
damage,  and  Itad  then  gone  to  pieces,  all  hands  perish- 
ing;  that  the  Armada  had  taken  a  port  in  l^cotland, 
whore  it  was  very  comfortably  estahliiihed ;  that  the 
flagship  of  Lord-Admiral  Howard,  of  iUrake,  and  of  that 
■■  distinguished  mariner  Hawkins,"  had  been  oil  sunk 
in  action,  and  that  no  soul  hud  been  saved  except  Drake, 
who  had  escaped  in  a  cock-boat.  "  This  is  good  news," 
added  tlie  writer,  *'  and  it  is  most  eertain."  ' 

The  King  pondered  seriously  over  these  conflicting 
aocounte,  and  remained  voiy  much  in  the  dark.  llaJf 
tho  month  of  September  wunt  by,  and  he  had  heard 
nothing  oflicial  since  the  news  of  the  Calais  calaBtrophe. 
It  may  be  oaxily  understood  that  Medina  Sidonia,  while 
flying  round  the  Orkneys,  had  not  much  ojiportunity  for 
despatching  couriers  to  ^pain,  and,  as  Farnese  had  not 
written  iince  the  10th  Augnst,  Philip  was  quite  at  a 
loss  whether  to  consider  himself  triumphant  or  defeated. 
From  the  reports  by  way  of  Calais,  Ihinkirk,  and  Rouen, 
he  supposed  that  tho  Armada  had  inflicted  much  damage 
on  the  enemy.  Ue  suggeeted  accordingly,  on  the  3rd 
September,  to  Ibe  Ihike  of  Parma,  that  he  might  now 
mase  the  passage  to  England,  while  the  English  fleet, 
if  anything  was  left  of  it,  was  repairing  its  damages. 
"  'Twill  be  easy  enough  to  conquer  the  country,"  said 
Philip,  "so  soon  as  you  set  foot  on  the  soil.  Then 
perhaps  our  Armada  can  come  back  and  station  itself  in 
the  Thames  to  support  you."  ' 

■lolrlntt*Klug'>hMlil!"8Mltllto«*ll     I'UIDfcSlillg.lMB.  (Ana.d«BlBI.»R) 
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Nothing  could  be  simpler.  Nevertheless  thi*  King 
felt  a  pang  of  doubt  leet  affiura,  after  all,  mighl  mil  t« 
going  on  so  swimmingly:  eo  he  dipped  his  pen  tn  tha 
inkstand  again,  and  observed  with  much  pntho«,  "  Bot 
if  this  hope  must  be  given  up,  j'ou  must  take  the  Islo 
of  Walcheren:    eomethiitg    niu&t   be   done   to   console 

And  on  the  15th  Peptember  he  was  still  no  wiBpr. 
"  This  biismcss  of  the  Armada  leaves  me  no  repotip,"  ho 
said;  "I  can  think  of  nothing  else,  1  don't  ramtail 
myself  with  what  1  have  written,  but  write  again  and 
again,  although  in  great  want  of  light.  I  hoar  that  the 
Armada  hns  sunk  and  captured  many  English  fthipa, 
and  is  refitting  in  a  Scotoh  port.  If  this  ia  in  the 
territory  of  Lord  Huntley,  I  hope  he  will  stir  np  th« 
Catholics  of  that  country."* 

And  BO,  in  letter  after  letter,  Philip  clung  1o  tho 
delueion  that  Alexander  could  yet  cross  to  England, 
and  that  the  Armada  might  sail  up  the  Thames.  Tho 
Duke  v&is  directed  to  make  immediate  AmingGnienlK  to 
that  effect  with  Medina  Sidonia.  at  the  very  moBMnt 
when  ibat  tampest-totsed  grandee  was  painfiUly  aim^ 
iug  back  towards  the  Bay  rf  Bismy,  witti  wliat  rcmminol 
of  bis  invincible  fleet, 

Sanguine  and  pertinacious,  the  King  refusi'd  lobeHoTe 
in  tbe  downfall  of  his  long  cherished  scheme  ;  and  vna 
wlien  the  light  was  at  last  dawning  upon  him,  he  wu 
like  a  child  crying  for  a  fresh  toy,  when  the  one  wUoh 
had  long  amuBcd  him  hud  been  broken.  If  tho  Anaida 
were  really  very  mui^b  damaged,  it  was  easy  enOQ^ 
he  thought,  fur  the  Duke  of  I'nrma  to  make  him  a  Dew 
one,  while  tbe  old  one  was  repairing.  "  In  case  tho 
Armada  is  too  much  lihuttered  tu  come  out,"  said  I'hiUp, 
"  and  winter  compels  it  to  stay  in  that  port,  you  rnarf 
ra'im  atwther  Armada  to  It-  c/inslructtd  at  Enulrn  and  tha 
adjacent  towns,  at  my  eipeiiHO,  and,  with  Ibo  two 
together,  you  will  ceitaiiily  bo  able  to  eonqner  Ei^ 
laud."* 

And  he  wrote  to  Medina  Sidonia  in  similar  1«; 
Tliitt  naval  commander  was  inNtmoted  to  entor  tk« 
Thames  at  onoe,  if  strong  enough.  If  nut,  ha  ma  10 
iiiip  II.  b>  Vinat,  i  Stpi.  isu.      ■  i'>>iiip  II-  >a  Vtrmi,  tt  tai 

tARb.di:itm.Ud.l  _  _  (iLKb.de3lB.li3J  >l 
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winter  in  the  Scotch  port  which  he  was  supposed  to 
have  captured.  Meantime  Fameee  would  build  a  new 
fleet  at  Emden,  and  in  the  spring  the  two  dukes  would 
proceed  to  accomplish  the  great  purpose.' 

But  at  last  the  arrival  of  Medina  Sidonia  at  Santander* 
dispelled  these  TisiouB,  and  now  the  King  appeared  in 
another  attitude.  A  messenger,  coming  posHiaste  from 
the  captain-general,  arrived  in  the  early  days  of  October 
at  the  Esoorial.  Entering  the  palace  he  found  Idiaquez 
and  Moiira  pacing  up  and  down  the  corridor,  befoi-e  the 
door  of  Philip's  cabinet,  and  was  immediately  interro- 
gated by  those  couiiNellors,  most  anxious,  of  course,  fo 
receive  authentic  intelligence,  at  last,  as  to  the  fate  of 
the  Armada.*  The  entire  overthrow  of  the  groat  pro- 
ject was  now,  for  the  first  time,  fully  revealed  in  Spain ; 
the  fabulous  victories  over  the  English,  and  the  anni- 
hilation of  Howard  and  all  his  ships,  were  dispersed  in 
air.  Broken,  ruined,  forlorn,  the  Invincible  Armada — 
so  far  as  it  still  existed— had  reached  a  Spanish  port. 
Great  was  the  consternation  of  Idiaquez  and  Moura,  as 
they  listened  to  the  talo,  and  very  desirous  was  each  of 
the  two  secretaries  that  the  other  should  discharge  the 
unwelcome  duty  of  communicating  the  fatal  intelligence 
to  the  King.' 

At  last  Moura  consented  to  undertake  the  task,  and 
entering  the  cabinet,  he  fonnd  ITiilip  seated  at  his  desk. 
Of  course  he  was  writing  letters.'  Being  infunned  ot 
the  arrival  of  a  measonger  from  the  North,  he  laid  down 
his  pen,  and  inquired  the  news.  The  secretary  replied 
that  the  accounts  concerning  the  Armada  were  by  no 
means  so  favourable  as  could  be  wished.  The  courier 
was  then  introduced,  and  made  his  dismal  report.  The 
Kiug  did  not  change  countenance.  "  Great  thanks,"  he 
ol>served,  "do  I  render  to  Almighty  God,  by  whose 
generous  hand  I  am  gilVed  with  such  power  that  I 
could  easily,  if  I  chose,  place  another  fleet  ujMn  the 
seas.  Nor  is  it  of  very  great  importance  that  a  run- 
ning stream  should  be  sometimes  intercepted,  so  long 
as  the    fountain    from  which    it   flows    remains  inex~ 


I: 


508  THE  UNITED  NETHRRLASDS.  CHiiP.m. 

So  saying  lie  reBumed  his  pen,  and  serenely  pro- 
ceeded with  Ms  lettera.'  Christoplier  Moura  stati 
with  unaffected  amazement  at  hiii  sovereign,  thoB  tnn- 
qiiil  while  a  tthattered  world  was  falling  on  his  b««d, 
and  then  retired  to  confer  with  hia  colleague. 

"  And  how  did  his  Majefity  receive  the  blow  ?  "  ulud 
Idioquez. 

"  Ilia  Majcetj  thinks  notliiug  of  the  bluw,"  ajuwend 
Monru,  "nor  do  I,  consequently,  make  more  of  ihi* 
great  calamity  than  does  hiH  Uajeety."  " 

So  the  King — aa  fortune  tlew  away  &om  him — 
wrapped  himself  in  his  virtue :  and  hia  oouneellon, 
imitating  their  sovereign,  arrayed  themselvea  in  the 
same  garment,  llius  draped,  they  were  all  preputd 
to  bide  the  pelting  of  the  sterm  which  wus  only  bwt- 
ing  figuratively  on  their  heads,  while  it  had  been 
dashing  the  King's  mighty  galloons  on  the  rocks,  ud 
drowning  by  thousands  the  wretched  rietims  of  his 
bition.  Soon  afterwards,  when  the  parfii:ulam  of  the 
great  disasfer  were  thurooghly  known,  Vbilip  ordered  a 
letter  to  be  addrcKsed  in  his  name  to  all  Uie  biahopa  of 
Spain,  ordering  a  solemn  thAnkKgiving  to  the  AlniigktT 
for  Iho  safety  of  that  portion  of  the  Invincible  Arniada 
which  it  had  pleased  Ilim  to  piesorve.' 

And  thus,  with  the  sound  of  mourning  throngbont 
Spain— for  there  was  scarce  a  bouRchold  of  which  soms 
lioloved  member  had  not  perished  in  the  gnjat  cata- 
strophe—and with  the  peals  of  merry  bells  over  all  Ei^ 
land  and  Holland,  and  with  a  solemn  "To  Deun' 
resounding  in  every  church,  the  curtain  fell  upon  iht 
groat  tragedy  of  the  Armada. 

■  IbU   "HliiUMIxalumiD  luumll,    nihlll  bdl,  ok  icd  |>lui1i  qosm  I|b.' 


ALEXASDEn  BESIEGES  BE  ROES-OP-ZOO  M- 


CHAPTEE  SX. 

«  Bergt^-op'Zoam— PnIltTldDl'H  Act«nipL  u>  wdun  Pvtnaa — 
dt;— lie  is  tstwd  lo  nii«  (he  Slfgs  of  Brrgrn— Q«lnij*jnl«Tg 
braced  10  fuBu— liidlfmtiDn  Uttbn  SuWi— EipldlUotiiclKiilE—Hli  Atudi 
on  Sfmefp^—Jle  \i  dcftAttd  ukd  tkcwned-'&iEllBta-DDLiib  Ifipcdmotj  10 
SfBlB— Iti  msBgn  ftesull*— Deilta  ur  Ciuln  ind  ot  the  ^tunn-Slstlxr— CamU- 
ntUDTU  tOa  IbB  Xunl?r  oF  lleoT?  III.— Tuilaii  III  Surcnlin  Arbor. 

The  fever  of  the  past  two  years  was  followed  by  com- 
parative languor.  Tbe  deadly  crisis  was  past,  the 
freedom  of  Kurope  was  Kaved,  Holland  and  England 
breathed  again;  but  tenKion  now  gave  place  to  en- 
haastiun.  The  events  in  the  remainder  of  the  year 
1588,  with  those  of  1581) — although  important  in  them- 
selves— were  the  immediate  results  of  that  history  which 
has  been  so  minutely  detailed  in  these  volumes,  and  can 
be  indicated  in  a  very  few  pages. 

The  Dnke  of  Parma,  melancholy,  disappointed,  angry 
^tung  to  tbe  80ul  by  calumnies  ae  stnpid  ae  they  were 
venomous,  and  already  afflicted  with  a  painful  and 
lingering  disease,  which  his  friends  attributed  to  poison 
administered  by  command  of  tbe  master  whom  he  had 
HO  faithfully  served — determined,  if  possible,  to  afford 
the  coQBolalion  which  that  master  was  so  plaintively 
demanding  at  his  hands. 

So  Alexander  led  the  splendid  army  which  had  been 
packed  in.  and  unpacked  from,  the  flat  boats  of  Newport 
and  Ihinkirk,  against  Uorgen-op-Zoom,  and  besieged 
that  city  in  form.  Once  of  great  commercial  imiwrfance, 
although  somewhat  fallen  away  from  its  original  pios- 
jieritj',  Bei^en  was  well  situate  on  a  little  stream  which 
connected  it  with  the  tide-watere  of  the  Scheldt,  and  was 
the  only  place  in  Brabant,  except  Willomstad,  still 
remaining  to  the  States.  Opposite  lay  the  Jele  of  Tholen, 
from  which  it  was  easily  to  be  supplied  and  reinforced. 
The  Vosmeor.  a  branch  of  the  Sciieldt,  separated  the 
island  from  the  main,  and  there  was  a  path  along  the 
nbed  of  that  e&tiiarj-,  which,  at  dead  low-water,  was  prac- 
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ticable  for  wading.  Alexander,  accordingly  sent  a  party 
of  eight  biindrod  pikcmen,  under  Mondgny,  Marqnii  of 
Eent.y,  and  Ottavio  Mansfeld,  supported  on  the  dyke  by 
tliree  thousand  mnsketeors,  aiDToe»  the  dangerous  ford.nt 
obb-tide,  in  order  to  Beiae  tliis  important  island.  It  wm 
an  adventure  similar  to  thoee  wliich,  in  the  days  of  the 
grand  commander,  and  uudur  the  guidance  of  Moo- 
dragon,  had  been  on  two  occasions  bo  brilliantly  tm- 
ceesful.  Hut  the  Isle  of  Tholen  was  now  defended  hy 
Connt  Solma  and  a  garrison  of  fierce  uuphibiotis  Zw 
landers — of  those  determined  bands  which  bad  jnst  brrn 
holding  Fameee  and  hia  fieet  in  prison,  and  daring  him 
to  the  iBsuo^aiid  the  invading  party,  after  fortunately 
accomplishing  their  nigbt-joumoy  along  the  bottom  uf 
the  Voameer,  were  unable  tw  effect  a  landing,  were 
driven  witli  considerable  loss  into  the  waves  again,  u>d 
compelled  to  find  their  way  back  as  best  tbey  oonld, 
along  their  dangerous  path,  and  with  a  rapidly  riidng 
tide.  It  was  a  blind  and  desperate  venture,  and  tlia 
Yosmeer  soon  swallowed  four  hundred  of  the  Spaniarda. 
The  rest,  balf-drowned  or  smothered,  aacceod^  in 
reaching  the  shore — the  chiefs  of  the  expedition.  Reaty 
and  MaiisfelA,  having  been  with  difficulty  rescued  l^ 
their  followers,  when  nearly  sinking  iu  the  tide," 

The  Duke  continued  the  siege,  but  the  plw^e  wu  w^ 
defended  by  an  English  and  Dutch  garriam,  to  tli» 
number  of  five  thousand,  and  commanded  by  Colonel 
Morgan,  that  bold  and  mnch  experienced  ^^'eUhman.  m 
well  known  in  the  Nothorland  wars.  \\  illonghby  nad 
Maurice  of  Nassau,  and  Olden-Barn eveld  wure.  »t 
different  times,  within  the  walla;  for  tlie  Ihike  had 
been  unable  to  invest  the  place  so  closely  aa  to  jirevMit 
all  communications  from  without  i  and,  while  Alanric« 
was  present,  there  were  almost  daily  sortiea  &um  tho 
town,  with  many  a  spirited  skirmish,  to  give  pteaeon  IS 
the  martial  young  l^uce.'     The  English  olScen.  V«i« 

to  Oct.     and  Basker\-ille,  and  two  Netherland  colonolt, 

1668,      fiiQ  brothers  Bax,  most  distingui^hM   them- 

selves  on  theae  occasions.     The  siege  wim  not  going  ub 

with  tlie  good  fortune  which  hail  usually  Attended  th« 

Spanish  leaguer  of  Dutch  cities,  while  ou  the  39th  tJ^ 
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t«mbeT.  a  peraonal  mcidont  ceana  to  increase  Alexander's 
dJKi^tiG&ction  and  melancbuly. 

On  that  day  the  Duke  was  sitting  in  his  t«nt.  brooding, 
as  he  was  apt  to  do,  over  the  unjust  accueationa  which 
had  been  heaped  upon  him  in  regard  to  thu  failure  of  the 
Armada,  when  a  stranger  was  announced.  His  name, 
he  said,  was  Giacomo  Morone,  and  he  was  the  bearer  of 
a  letter  from  Sir  Horace  Pallavicini,  a  Genoese  gentle- 
mun  long  establixhod  in  London,  and  known  to  be  on 
confidential  terms  with  the  EngliKh  goveniment.  Alex- 
ander took  the  letter,  and,  glancing  at  the  bottom  of  the 
last  page,  saw  that  it  was  not  signed. 

"  How  daro  you  bring  me  a  deRpatch  witbout  a  sig- 
nature ?  "  be  exclaimed.  The  messenger,  who  was  him- 
Bolf  a  Genoese,  asnured  the  Duke  that  the  letter  was 
mtwt  certainly  written  by  PaDavioini — who  had  himficif 
placed  it,  eealed,  in  his  hands — and  that  he  had  supposed 
it  fligued,  although  he  had,  of  course,  not  seeu  the 
inside. 

Alexander  began  to  read  the  note,  which  was  not  a 
very  long  one,  and  his  brow  instantly  darkened.  He 
read  a  line  or  two  more,  when,  with  an  exclamation  of 
fury,  he  drew  his  dagger,  and,  seizing  the  astonit^hed 
Genoese  by  the  throat,  was  about  to  strike  him  dead. 
Suddenly  mastering  his  rage,  however,  by  a  strong 
effort.,  and  remembering  that  the  man  might  be  a  tiseful 
witness,  he  flung  Morone  from  him. 

"  if  I  had  I'allftvicini  here,"  he  said,  "  I  would  treat 
him  as  I  have  just  refrained  from  nsing  you.  And  if  I 
had  any  suspicion  that  you  were  aware  of  the  contents 
of  this  letter,  1  would  send  you  this  instant  to  be 
hanged." ' 

The  unlucky  despatch -bearer  protested  his  innocence 
of  all  complicity  tvith  Pallavicini.  and  his  ignorance  of 
the  tenor  of  the  communication  bv  which  the  Duke's 
wrath  had  been  so  much  excited.     He  was  then  searched 

I  "  V  ciKDO  fti*  vlnalo  l«  rl»>Mgo(ni»    dyj  que  il  yo  UI'Ibw  ti  Pulmelni-  a 
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anil  croBs-exammed  niost  carefully  by  Riciurdot  aod 
other  coiinsellore,  and— tifl  innooence  being  mado 
apiiarent— ho  was  ultimately  diitcbarged. 

Tbe  letter  of  Pallavicini  was  dimply  an  atlcmpt  ta 
Bound  FiUTLese  as  to  bis  sentiincntB  in  regard  to  a  wcivt 
scheme,  which  could  afterwards  be  armnged  in  fimn.and 
aocurding  to  whioh  he  wag  to  assume  Ihe  aoveretgnty  «f 
the  Nelherlandfi  hinmelf,  to  the  esulusion  of  his  King,  to 
guarantee  to  England  the  posseasion  of  the  canliunai]? 
towns,  until  her  advances  to  the  States  isboahl  In  iv- 
fiiii<li.-d,  and  to  receive  the  support  and  perpetual  allianM 
of  the  Queen  in  his  new  and  rebellious  position.' 

Here  .was  additional  evidence,  if  any  were  wmiting.cif 
the  universal  belief  in  his  disloyalty ;  and  Alexander, 
faithful,  if  man  ever  were,  to  his  master,  was  cut  to  tka 
heart,  and  irritated  almost  to  madneBs.  by  such  inscJrat 
propositions-  There  is  neither  proof  nor  probability 
that  the  Queen's  government  was  iinplicotod  in  tbia 
intrigue  of  i'allavicini,  who  appears  to  bavw  bMn 
inspired  by  the  ambitioU/of  aohieviug  a  bit  of  M»chi»- 
vellioD  policy  quite  ou  his  own  aooonnt.  KolhitigauiM 
of  the  proposition,  and  the  Duke,  having  traastnitti^  to 
the  King  a  minute  narrative  of  tlte  affair,  together  wilk 
indignant  protestations  of  liie  fidelity  whicli  »11  "  " 
world  Beemed  detenuined  to  dispute,  received  I 
affectionate  replies  from  that  monarch,  bi'eatiiiug  not 
but  unbounded  confidence  in  his  nephew's 
and  devotion." 

Such  aBsiirancea  from  any  other  man  in  th«  wmld 
might  have  disarmed  suspicion,  but  Alexander  Icncw  his 
muster  too  wiOl  to  repose  u]>on  his  word,  and  tvmvm' 
bered  toff  bitlvrly  the  last  hours  of  Don  Jotin  <if  Anatiia 
— whose  dying  pillow  he  had  soolhcd.  and  whone  dvntli 
hud  been  hastened,  as  hu  knew,  either  by  actual  juL-«b 
or  by  the  hardly  less  fatal  venom  of  slander — tu  n!|!U* 
tiumiuiUity  ii«  to  his  own  posititiu, 

The  King  was  desiroiia  that  PalUvicini  abould  bi 
invited  over  to  Flanders,  in  order  that  Alexander, 
pretence  of  listening  to  his  pixipositions,  uigfal  itv 
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from  the  Oenoeec  all  the  particQltm  of  his  Bohemo,  and 
then,  at  leienre.  inflict  the  pnnishment  which  he  htid 
d&served.'  But  inwnperable  obefacleB  presented  th«n- 
Belves,  nor  was  Alexander  destruos  of  affording  still 
furlher  pretexts  ft)r  his  slanderers. 

Very  soon  after  this  incident— most  important  aa 
showing  the  real  situation  of  various  parties,  although 
without  any  immediate  result — Alexander  received  a 
vieit  in  his  t«ut  from  another  stranger.  This  time  the 
visitor  was  an  Englishman,  one  Lieutenant  Orimstone, 
and  the  object  of  his  interview  with  the  Duke  was  not 
political,  but  had  a  direct  reference  to  the  siege  of 
Bei^n.  He  was  aecompanied  by  a  countryman  of  his 
own,  Redhead  by  name,  a  camp-suttler  hy  profession. 
The  two  represented  themselvca  aa  deserters  from  the 
besieged  city,  and  offered,  for  a  handsome  reward,  to 
conduct  a  force  of  ^jianiarda,  by  a  secret  path,  into  one 
of  the  gates.  The  Duke  questioned  them  narrowly, 
and,  being  satisfied  with  tiieir  intelligence  and  coolness, 
caused  thorn  to  take  an  oath  on  the  Evangelists  that 
they  were  not  playing  him  false,  lie  then  selected  a 
band  of  one  hundred  musketeers,  partly  Spaniards, 
partly  \V'alloon8 — to  be  followed  at  a  distance 
by  a  much  more  considenible  force,  two  thou-  ^^J^ 
sand  in  number,  nnder  Sancho  de  I.eyva  and 
tJie  Marquis  of  Kenti— and  appointed  the  following 
night  for  an  enterprise  against  the  city,  under  the 
guidance  of  Grimstone. 

It  was  a  wild  autumnal  night,  moonless,  pitoh-dark, 
with  a  storm  of  wind  and  i-ain.  The  waters  were  out— 
for  the  dykes  had  been  cut  in  all  diroctions  by  the 
defenders  of  the  city— and,  with  exception  of  some 
elevated  points  occupied  by  Parma's  forces,  the  whole 
country  was  overflowed.  Before  the  party  set  forth  on 
their  daring  expedition,  the  two  Englishmen  were 
tightly  bound  with  cords,  and  led,  each,  by  two  soldien 
instructed  to  put  them  to  instant  death  if  their  conduct 
Fihonld  give  cause  for  suspicion.  But  both  Grimstone 
and  Itedhead  preserved  a  cheerful  countenance,  and 
inspired  a  strong  confidence  in  their  honest  intention  to 
betray  their  countrymen.  And  thus  the  band  of  bold 
adventurers  plunged  at  bnce  into  the  darkness,  and  aooa 
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found  themselves  contending   with   the   tempest,  and 
wEkding  breast  high  in  the  black  waters  of  the  Scheldt 

After  a  long  and  perilous  atmgglc  they  &t  lengtli 
reached  the  appointed  gate.  The  estemal  pDrtenllis 
waii  raised,  and  the  fifteen  foremost  of  the  biuid  nuhed 
into  the  town.  At  the  next  moment.  Lord  'HUloogbly, 
who  bad  bwn  privy  to  the  whole  sclieme,  cnt  with  lu* 
own  hand  the  cords  which  hold  the  portcnllis,  uiA 
entrapped  the  leaders  of  the  expedition,  who  were  all 
at  once  put  to  the  sword,  while  their  foIloTrere  werf 
thundering  at  the  gate.  The  lieutenant  and  snttliT^' 
who  had  thus  overreached  that  great  master  of  ditsimo* 
lation,  Alexander  Famese,  were  at  the  same  limu  Dih 
bound  by  their  cnmradee,  and  rescued  from  the 
intended  for  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  probability — when  the  portcullil 
fell — that  the  whole  party  had  been  deoeiveil  by  un 
artifice  of  war,  the  adventurers,  who  had  come  bo"  1>I, 
rcftised  to  abandon  the  euterprise,  and  c^nitinued  aB 
impatient  batterj-  upon  the  gate.  At  last  it  was  tiwang 
wide  open,  and  a  furious  onslaught  was  made  by  thfl 
garrison  upon  the  Sj)aniards.  There  was  a  tieroe.  brid 
struggle,  and  then  the  assailants  were  uttorly  Touted^ 
Some  were  killed  under  the  walls,  while  the  rveX  w«i« 
hunted  into  the  waves.  Nearly  every  one  of  the  exp«* 
dition  (a  thousand  in  numiwr)  perished.' 

It  bad  now  become  obvious  to  the  Duke  ibat  1 
siege  must  be  raised.     'ITie  daj-s  were  gone  when  th« 
waUa  of  Dutch  towns  seemed  to  melt  befijTc  the  fint 
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Boomful  glance  of  the  Spanish  invader,  and  when  a 
sammoDB  meant  a  surrender,  and  a  surrender  a  massacre. 
Now,  strong  in  the  feeling  of  independence,  and  sup' 
ported  by  the  courage  and  endurance  of  their  EngUidi 
allies,  the  Hollanderi}  bad  learned  to  humble  the  pride 
of  Spain  as  it  had  never  been  humbled  before.  The 
hero  of  a  hundred  battle-fields,  tie  inventive  and  bril- 
liant conqueror  of  Antwerp,  seemed  in  the  deplorable 
iBsue  of  the  Englinh  invasion  to  have  lost  all  his  genius, 
all  his  fortune.  A  cloud  had  falleu  upon  his  &me,  and 
he  now  saw  himself,  at  the  head  of  the  beet  army  in 
Europe,  compelled  to  retire,  defeated  and  humiliated, 
from  the  walls  of  Bergen.  Winter  was  coming  on 
apace ;  the  country  was  flooded ;  the  storms  in  that 
bleak  region  and  inclement  season  were  incesEaut ;  and 
he  was  obliged  to  retreat  before  his  anny  should  ba 
drowned. 

On  the  night  of  12-13  November  ha  set  fire  to  his 
camp,  and  took  his  departure.  By  daybreak  he  was 
descried  in  full  retreat,  and  was  holly  pursued  by  the 
English  and  Uutch  from  the  city,  who  drove  the  great 
Alexander  and  his  legions  before  them  in  ignominious 
flight  Lord  Willoughby,  in  full  view  of  the  retiring 
enemy,  indulged  the  allied  forces  with  a  chivalrous 
spectacle.  Calling  a  halt,  after  it  had  become  obviously 
useless,  with  their  small  force  of  cavalry,  to  follow  anj- 
longer,  through  a  flooded  country,  an  enemy  who  hid 
abandoned  his  design,  he  solemnly  confened  the  honour 
of  knighlhood,  in  the  name  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  on  the 
ofBcera  who  had  most  distinguished  themselves  during 
the  siege,  FranciB  Vere,  Baskerville,  Powell,  Parker, 
Knowles,  and  on  the  two  Netlierland  brothers,  Paul 
and  Marcellua  Box,' 

ITie  Uuke  of  Parma  then  went  into  winter-qnartera 
in  Brabant,  and,  before  the  spring,  that  obedient  Pro- 
vince had  been  eaten  as  bare  as  Flanders  had  already 
been  by  the  friendly  Spaniards. 

An  excellent  understanding  between  England  and 
Holland  had  been  the  result  of  their  united  and  splendid 
esertiouB  against  the  Invincible  Armada.  Late  in  the 
year'IJHS  Sir  John  Norris  had  been, sent  by  the  Queen 
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to  offer  her  congratiilalionB  and  earnest  thanks  to  the 
States  for  ihelr  Tuliinble  afieist&aoe  in  pToserriiig  her 
throne,  snd  to  solicit  their  co-operatiou  iii  some  new 
doHigiiia  ugainMt  Ihe  common  foe.'  Unfortuimtely.  hn^f- 
ever,  this  iipoch  of  good  feeling  was  but  of  brief  dura- 
tion. Bitterness  and  dissension  seemed  the  inevilabla- 
conditions  of  the  English-Dutch  alliance.  It  will  b« 
remembered  that,  on  the  departure  of  Leioeeber,  Mveral 
cities  had  refuMtd  to  acltnowledgQ  the  authority  <t[ 
Count  Maurice  and  the  States ;  and  that  civil  war  is, 
the  Hcarcely-bom  commonwealth  had  bc«n  t^<>  rusnlta 
Medenblik,  Naardon,  and  the  other  contumacions  citing 
had  however  been  reduced  to  obedience  after  tbo  recep- 
tion of  the  Earl's  resignation,  bat  the  important  city- 
of  GeitraydonbtTg  had  remained  in  a  chronic  etat«  u£ 
mutiny.  This  rebellion  had  been  partially  appeaoed 
during  the  year  loSfi  by  the  efforts  of  Willoughby,  »ho 
had  strengthened  the  garrison  by  reinforcements  of 
English  truopi^  under  command  of  his  brotlter-in-lsw. 
Sir  John  Wingfield.  Early  in  1589,  however, 
the  whole  garrison  became  rebellions,  diaaniied 
and  maltreated  the  burghers,  and  demanded  immediais 
payment  of  the  heavy  arrearagos  still  due  to  the  troojML 
Willoughby,  who— much  disgusted  with  his  career  i- 
the  Netherlands^ was  about  leaving  for  England,  com 
plaining  that  the  States  bad  not  only  lef)  lum  withoot 
remuneration  for  bis  servicoi!,  liut  had  not  repaid  his 
own  adTances,  nor  oven  given  him  a  complimentary 
dinner,  tried  in  vain  to  pacify  tham.  A  rumour  beeauta 
very  current,  moreover,  that  the  garrison  had  (meDol 
negotiations  with  Alexander  Famese,  and  acoordin^tlf 
Maurioe  of  Nassau — of  whose  patrimonial  property  ibtt 
city  of  Gertruydenbei^  made  a  considerable  proportion, 
to  the  amount  of  eight  thonsand  pounds  slerbitg  a  year' 
— after  summouing  the  ganison,  in  his  own  uuna  «id' 
in  that  of  the  States,  to  surrender,  laid  siegn  to  tfan  plaiit 
in  form.  It  would  have  been  uheaner,  no  doubt,  to  paf 
the  demands  of  the  garrison  in  full,  and  allow  thinu  to 
depart     But  Maurice  oonaidened  bis  hoooar  at  stalcoi 
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His  letters  of  Bummoii§.  in  which  he  spoke  of  Hxa  re- 
bellious commandant  and  his  garrisoii  a»  eelf-seeking 
f(ircig7ierB  and  mercenarieB,  were  taken  in  very  ill  part, 
Wingfiold  resented  the  statement  in  very  inaolent  lan- 
gna^,  and  offered  to  prove  its  falwebood  with  hie  aword 
a^inHt  any  man  and  in  any  place  wliatever.  Wil- 
loiighby  wrote  to  his  bi-othor-in-law,  from  Flufihing, 
when  about  to  embark,  disapproving  of  his  conduct  and 
of  his  language ;  and  to  Maurice,  deprecating  hostila 
mea«nreB  against  a  city  under  the  protection  of  Queen 
Elizabeth,  At  any  rate,  he  claimed  that  Sir  John  Win^- 
field  and  his  wife,  tlie  Countess  of  Kent,  with  their 
newly-bom  child,  ahonld  be  allowed  to  dt-part  from  the 
place.  But  Wingfield  espreased  greiit  ecora  at  any 
suggestion  of  roti-eat,  and  vowed  that  he  would  rather 
surrender  the  city  to  the  S|inniardH  than  tolerate  the 
presumption  of  Maurice  and  the  States.  The  young 
Prince  accordingly  opened  his  bfttteries.  but,  before  an 
entrance  could  be  effected  into  the  town,  "was  obliged  to 
retire  at  the  approach  of  Count  Mansfeld  with  a  muoh 
superior  force,  OerCruy  den  berg  was  now  our-  lo  April, 
rendered  to  the  Spaniards  (10  April,  1589),  in  ****■ 
accordance  with  a  secret  negotiation  which  had  been 
proceeding  all  the  spring,  and  hud  been  brought  to  a 
oonclusion  at  last.  The  garrison  received  twelve  montha' 
pay  in  full  and  a  gratuity  of  five  months  in  addition, 
and  thu  city  was  then  reduced  into  obedience  to  Spain 
and  liome  on  the  tenns  which  had  been  uanal  during 
tlie  government  of  Fameso.' 

The  loss  of  this  cily  was  most  severe  to  the  republic, 
for  the  enemy  had  thus  gained  an  entrance  into  the  very 
heart  of  Holland.  It  waa  a  more  important  acquisition 
to  Alexander  than  even  Bergen -op-Zoom  would  have 
been,  and  it  was  a  latter  reflection  that  lo  the  treachery 
of  Netherlandcrs  and  of  their  English  allies  this  great 
disaster  was  owing.  All  the  wrath  aroused  a  year 
before  by  the  famous  treason  of  York  and  Stanley,  and 
which  had  been  successfully  extinguished,  now  flamed 
forth  afresh.  The  States  piblished  a  placard  denouncing 
the  men  who  had  thus  betrayed  the  cause  of  freedom, 
and  surreudered  the  city  of  Gertntydenberg  to  the 
wSpaniards,  as  peijurod  traitora  whom  it  was  made  IbwM 
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to  hang,  whenever  or  wherever  caught,  without  trial  or 
sentence,  and  offering  fifty  florinsa-head  for  every  private 
soldier  aud  one  hundred  florins  for  any  officer  of  tba 
garrison.  A  list  of  thuse  Eugliehmen  and  Netherlauders 
NO  iar  as  known,  was  appended  tu  the  placaiil,  and  ihe 
catalogue  was  headed  by  the  name  of  bir  Jobu  Wing- 
field.' 

Thus  the  consequences  of  the  &t«l  event  were  eron 
more  deplorable  than  the  loss  of  the  city  itself.  Tho 
ftiry  of  Olden -Barn  eve  Id  at  the  treason  was  excessive, 
and  the  great  Advocate  governed  the  policy  of  the 
republic,  at  thia  period,  almost  like  a  dictator,*  llie 
StaloB,  easily  acknowledging  the  sway  of  the  iuipcritnig 
orator,  became  bitter  and  wrathful  wiih  the  Eugliiih, 
side  by  side  with  whom  they  had  lately  been  so  cordiaUy 
standing. 

Willoughby,  on  his  part,  now  at  Uie  Kngltsh  court, 
was  furious  with  the  States,  and  persuaded  the  leading 
counsellors  of  the  Queen,  as  well  as  her  Majestv  herself, 
to  adopt  his  view  of  the  traiiEaetiun.  Wingfield,  it  was 
assorted,  was  quite  innocent  in  the  matter ;  he  wm 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  French  language,  aud  therefore 
was  unable  to  read  a  word  of  the  letlent  addrcesed  to 
him  by  Maurice  and  the  replies  whioh  had  been  signed 
by  himself-  ^^  hetfaer  this  strange  excuae  ought  to  be 
accepted  or  not,  it  is  quite  certain  that  he  was  no  traitor 
like  Vork  and  Stanley,  and  no  friend  to  Spain ;  for  1m 
had  stipulated  fur  himself  the  right  to  return  tu  England, 
and  had  neither  received  nor  desired  any  rpwtird.  Ho 
haled  Maurice  and  ho  hated  the  States,  but  he  aHttrtcd 
that  he  had  been  held  in  durance,  that  (he  garrison  wh 
mutinous,  aud  that  he  was  no  more  responsible  for  the 
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loss  of  tlio  city  thafl  Sir  Fmncis  Vere  had  been,  who  had 
also  been  present,  and  whose  name  hml  been  subse- 
quently withdrawn,  in  hommrable  fiishion,  from  the  list 
of  traitors,  by  authority  of  the  States.  His  position — an 
far  as  he  was  peraonally  concerned — seemea  defensible, 
and  the  Queen  was  thoroughly  convinced  of  his  inno- 
cence. Willoughby  complained  that  the  republic  was 
utterly  in  the  hands  of  Bameveld,  that  no  man  ventured 
to  lift  his  voice  or  his  eyea  in  presence  of  the  terrible 
Advocate  who  ruled  every  Netherlander  with  a  rod  of 
iron,  and  that  his  violent  and  threatening  language  to 
Wingfield  and  himself  at  the  dinner-table  in  Beigen-op- 
Zoom  on  the  subject  of  the  mutiny  (when  one  hundred 
of  the  Oertniyd«nbei^  garrison  were  within  sound  of 
his  voice)  had  been  the  chief  cause  of  the  rebellion.' 
Inspired  by  these  remonstrances,  the  Queen  once  more 
emptied  the  vials  of  her  wrath  upon  the  United  Nether- 
lands. The  criminations  and  recriminations  seemed 
endless,  and  it  was  most  fortunate  that  Spain  had  been 
weakened,  that  Alexander,  a  prey  to  melancholy  and  to 
lingering  disease,  bad  gone  to  the  hatha  of  Spa  to  recruit 
his  shattered  health,  and  that  his  attention  and  the 
schemes  of  rhilip  for  the  year  1389  and  the  following 
period  were  to  he  direoted  towards  France.  Otherwise 
the  commonwealth  could  hardly  have  escaped  still  more 
severe  disasters  than  those  already  experienced  in  this 
unfortunate  condition  of  itjt  affairs,  and  this  almost 
hopeless  misunderstanding  with  its  most  important  and 
vigorous  friend.' 
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While  tlieee  events  had  been  occnrringin  the  hMTtof 
the  republic,  Martin  Soheuk,  that  restleoa  frecbiMtvr, 
had  been  pnrHoing  a  biietling  asd  moat  lucrative  cancr 
on  its  outskirts.  All  the  epiecopate  of  Colo^o— thai 
debatable  land  of  the  two  rival  panpers,  BawiaD 
Eruest  and  Gebhard  Tmchsess— trembled  befqre  him. 
Mother*  scared  thi-ir  children  into  qaiet  with  the  terrible 
name  of  Schenk,  and  farmerB  and  land-younkers  througib- 
out  the  electoratf  and  the  land  of  Berg,  t'levea.  and 
Jiiliera,  paid  their  blackmail,  as  if  it  were  «  omiitiLu- 
tional  impost,  to  escape  the  levj-ing  procftan  of  the 
redoubtable  partisan. 

But  Slartin  wa«  no  longer  neconded,  ax  he  ahouli!  Iiave 
been,  by  the  States,  to  whom  he  had  been  ever  fuithfid 
since  he  forsook  the  banner  of  S|)Bin  for  their  own  :  and 
he  had  even  gone  to  England  and  complained  to  tlia 
Queen  of  the  shortcomings  of  those  who  owed  him  to 
mnch.  His  ingenious  and  daring  exploit—the  capmra 
of  Bonn — ^has  already  been  narrated,  bnt  ihe  Statm  had 
neglected  the  proper  precautiouR  to  secure  tlwt  im- 
portant city.  It  had  consequent ly,  after  a  nix  mootba' 
siege,  been  surrendered  to  the  Spaniards  under  rrinn 
Chinmy,  on  the  19th  of  September : '  while,  in  December 
following,  the  city  of  W  achtendunk,  between  the  Khina 
and  Metise,  had  £dlen  into  Mansfeld's  hands.*  Kh«iii- 
be:^,  the  only  city  of  the  episcopate  which  renuintxl  b> 
the  deposed  IVuchsess,  was  soon  aftenvardx  invcstT>d  br 
the  troops  of  Parma,  and  Sobenk  iu  T&in  summnned  the 
States-General  to  take  proper  measures  for  its  dnftrnce. 
Bnt  with  the  enemy  now  eating  his  way  towards  the 
heart  of  Holland,  and  with  so  many  dangers  threMtouing 
them  on  every  side,  it  was  thought  imprudent  lugovt 
far  away  to  seek  the  enemy.  Ho  Gobhard  reiirvd  in 
despair  into  Germany,  and  Martin  did  wliat  he  ouuld  to 
protect  Hbeinberg,  and  to  fill  his  own  cofiera  at  the 
expense  of  the  whole  country  side. 

He  had  built  a  fort,  which  then  and  long  afterwudf 
bore  hjg  name — Schenlten  Schans,  or  Sohenk's  9ooitoe— 
at  that  important  point  where  tlio  Rhine,  opeoiag  jt>' 
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two  arms  to  enclose  the  "good-meadow"  island  of 
Bfttavift,  becomes  on  the  left  the  Waal,  while  on  the 
right  it  retains  its  ancient  narno ;  and  here  on  the 
outermost  edge  of  the  republic,  and  looking  straight 
from  bis  &stnesa  info  the  fruitful  fields  of  Munster, 
Weatphalia,  and  the  electorate,  the  industrious  Martin 
devoted  himself  with  advantage  to  his  favourite  pursuits. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  on  the  heath  of  Lippe,  he  had 
attacked  a  body  of  Spanish  musketeers,  more  than  a 
thousand  strong,  who  were  protecting  a  convoy  of  provi- 
sions, treasure,  and  furniture,  sent  by  Famese  to  j  aui;. 
Verdugo,  royal  governor  of  Friesland.  Schenk,  '•**■ 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  man,  had  put  the  greater 
part  of  these  Spaniards  and  W  alloons  to  the  sword,  and 
routed  the  rest.  The  leader  of  the  expedition,  Colonel 
Aristotle  Patton,  who  had  once  played  him  so  foul  a 
trick  in  the  surrender  of  Gelder,  had  soon  taken  to 
flight  when  he  found  his  ancient  enemy  upon  him,  and, 
dashing  into  the  Lippe,  had  succeeded,  by  the  strength 
and  speed  of  his  horse,  in  gaining  the  opposite  bank, 
and  effecting  his  escape.  Had  he  waited  many  minutes 
longer  it  is  probable  that  the  treacherons  Aristotle  would 
have  passed  a  comfortless  half-hour  with  his  former 
eomrade.  Treasure  to  the  amount  of  seven  thousand 
crowns  in  gold,  five  hundred  horses,  with  jewels,  plate, 
and  other  articles  of  value,  were  the  fruit  of  this  adven- 
ture, and  Sohenfc  returned  with  his  followers,  highly 
delighted,  to  Soheukenschans,'  and  sent  the  captur^ 
Spanish  colours  to  lier  Slajosty  of  England  as  a  token.* 

A  few  miles  below  his  fortress  was  Nymegen,  and 
towards  that  ancient  and  wealthy  city  l^chenk  had  often 
cast  longing  eyes.  It  still  held  for  the  King,  although 
on  the  very  confines  of  Batavia ;  hut  while  acknow- 
ledging the  supremacy  of  Philip,  it  claimed  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  empire.  From  earliest  times  it  had  held 
ila  head  very  high  among  imperial  towns,  had  been  one 
of  the  three  chief  residences  of  the  Emperor  Chajle- 
magne,  and  still  paid  the  annual  tribute  of  a  glove  full 
of  pepper  to  the  German  empire.' 
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On  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  August,  1589.  Hiwv 
was  a  wedding-feast  in  one  of  the  splendid  m&nsioiis  uf 
the  stately  city.  The  festivities  were  prolonged  until 
deep  in  the  midsunmier's  night,  and  harp  and  viol  wen 
still  inspiring  the  feet  of  the  dancere,  when  on  a  sudden, 
in  the  midst  of  the  holiday-groups,  appeared  the  ^riin 
visage  of  Kartiu  Sehenk,  the  man  who  never  suited. 
Clad  in  no  wedding-garment,  but  in  annour  of  proof, 
with  morion  on  head,  and  sword  in  hand,  the  greut  frtv* 
hooter  strode  heavily  through  the  ball-room,  followed  by 
a  party  of  thoee  terrible  musketeers  who  never  gave  W 
iteKod  for  quarter,  while  the  af&ighted  revellers  flutlend 
away  before  them. 

Taking  advantage  of  a  dark  night,  be  bad  just  dropped 
down  the  river  from  bis  castle,  with  five-and-fwoniy 
barges,  had  landed  with  hia  most  trusted  soldien  in  tfaft 
foremost  vessels,  had  battered   down   the   gate  of 
Anthony,  and  surprised  and  slain  the  guanl.     Witliont. 
waiting  for  tbc  rest  of  his  boats,  ho  had  then  stoles 
with  his  comrades  through  the  silent  street*,  and  torn 
away  the  lattice-work  and  other  slight  defoncea  on  tht 
rear  of  tbe  house  which  they  had  now  oiitored.  ai ' 
through  which  they  intended  to  possess  themselves 
the  market-place.     Martin  had  long  since  selecletl  tU>' 
mansion  as  a  proper  position  for  his  enterprise,  but  bt 
had  not  been  bidden  to  the  wedding,  and  was  eomewl 
disconcerted  when  he  found  himself  on  the  festive  aoc 
which  ho  bad  so  grimly   inlerrupled.      Some  of  th* 
merry-makers  escaped  from  the  house,  and  prooooded 
to  alarm  the  town;  while  Bchenk  hastily  fortifird  hii 
position,  and  took  possession  of  the  Bquare.     But  Iha 
burghers  and  garrison  were  soon  on  foot,  and  be  wai 
driven  back  into  the  bouse.     Thice  timt's  be  recovered 
the  square  by  main  strength  of  his  own  arm.  souuti^ 
by  the  h&ndntl  of  men  whom  he  bad  brought  with  hi 
and  three  times  lie  was  beaten  back  by  overwhe-lmi 
numbers  into  the  wedding-mansion.     The  arrival  of  i 
greater  part  of  his  followers,  with  wh'»e  aasiatanee  \m 
could  easily  have  mastered  the  city  in  the  first 
of  surprise,  was  mysteriously  delayed.     lie  c 
uucount  for  their  prolonged  abeence,  and  was  mcoawhil* 
supported  only  by  thoM)  who  had  arrived  with  hi 
the  forenioet  barges. 
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The  tmlh— of  whicU  lie  waa  ignorant ^was,  that  tlie 
reioainder  of  the  flutillu,  borne  along  by  the  strong  and 
deep  current  of  the  Waal,  then  in  a  state  of  freshet,  had 
shot  past  the  landing-place,  and  had  ever  since  been 
vainly  struggling  against  wind  and  tide  to  force  ibeir 
way  back  to  the  necetisary  point.  Meanlinie  Schenk 
and  his  foUowere  fought  desperately  in  the  market- 
place, and  desperately  in  the  hoiise  which  he  hn^l  seized. 
Bnt  a  whole  garrison,  and  a  town  ^11  of  citizens  in 
amia,  proved  too  much  for  him,  and  he  was  now  hotly 
beHieged  in  the  mansion,  and  at  last  driven  forth  ii 
the  streets. 

By  this  time  day  was  dawning ;  the  whole  population, 
soldiers  and  burghers,  men.  women,  and  children,  wero 
thronging  about  the  little  hand  of  marauders,  and  assail- 
ing them  with  every  weapon  and  everj-  misBilo  to  he 
found.  Schenk  fought  with  his  usual  ferocity,  but  at 
last  the  mnaketeera,  in  spite  of  his  indignant  commands, 
begau  rapidly  to  retreat  towards  the  quay.  In  vain 
Martin  stormed  and  cursed,  in  vain  with  his  own  hand 
he  i4truck  more  than  one  of  his  soldiers  dead.'  He  waa 
swept  along  with  the  panic-etricken  band,  and  when, 
shouting  and  gnashing  nis  teeth  with  frenzy,  ho  reached 
the  quay  at  last,  he  saw  at  a  glance  why  his  great  en- 
tcrpriso  had  tailed-  The  few  empty  barges  of  his  own 
party  were  moored  at  the  steps  s  the  rest  were  half  a 
mile  off,  contending  hopulessly  against  the  swollen  and 
rapid  Waal.  Schenk,  desperately  wounded,  was  left 
almost  alone  upon  the  wharf,  for  his  routed  followers 
had  plunged  helter  skelter  into  the  boats,  several  of 
which,  overladen  in  the  panic,  sank  at  once,  leaving  the 
soldiers  t«  drown  or  struggle  with  the  waves.  The 
game  was  lost.  Nothing  was  left  the  freebooter  but 
retTeat.  Reluctantly  turning  his  hack  on  his  enemies, 
now  in  full  cry  close  behind  him,  Schenk  sprang  into 
the  last  remaining  boat  just  pushing  fmm  tlio  quay. 
Already  overladen,  it  foundered  with  his  additional 
weight,  aud  Martin  Schenk,  encumbered  with  his  heavy 
armour,  sank  at  once  to  the  bottom  of  the  Waal.' 

I  -ScteoeiDt  Irit  fnmu  rt  rreodena   Qiliwu.  iL  31,    findlr/  lo  WnlslnghOB,     ' 
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Some  of  the  fiigitives  encceeded  in  swimming  down 
the  stream,  and  were  picked  up  by  their  ecjmradi'a  Iq 
the  bargee  below  the  town,  and  so  made  (heir  eaoape. 
Many  were  drowned  with  their  captain.  A  few  days 
afterwards  the  inhabitants  of  Nymegen  fished  np  The 
body  of  the  famous  mrtisan.  He  was  easily  recognizcid 
by  his  armour,  and  by  his  truculent  face,  still  wearing 
tho  scowl  with  which  he  had  lANt  rebuked  his  falIow«n. 
Hin  head  was  taken  off  at  onee,  and  pl&eed  on  one  nf 
the  turrefa  of  the  town,  and  his  body,  divided  in  ftyra, 
was  made  to  adorn  other  portions  of  the  battlemonts ; 
so  that  the  burghers  were  enabled  to  feast  their  oyw  on 
the  remnants  of  the  man  at  whose  name  the  whole  oonu- 
try  had  so  often  trembled. 

Tliis  was  the  end  of  Sir  Martin  Schenk  of  Nidd^getn, 
knight,  oolonel,  and  brigand :  save  that  n]tiniat«ly  hit 
disseTered  limbs  were  packed  in  a  chest,  and  kept  in  ■ 
chitrch-tower,  until  Slaniice  uf  Nassau,  in  courw;  of 
time  becoming  master  of  Nymogen,  lionuitrod  tho  T»li- 
ant  and  on  the  whole  faithful  freebooter  with  a  Christian 
and  military  burial,' 

A  few  months  later  (October.  1589')  another  mnn  who 
had  been  playing  an  important  part  in  the  NotheHand/ 
drama  lost  his  life.  Count  Moeurs  and  Niewenaar,  *rt»d- 
holder  of  Utrecht,  Gelderland,  and  Overj-ssel,  whil* 
itiapecting  some  newly-invented  fireworks,  was  suddenly 
killed  by  their  accidental  ignition  and  exploeion,*  Ilia 
death  left  vacant  three  great  stadholderates.  which  before 
long  were  to  be  conferred  upon  a  youth  wfaooo  powvr 
henceforth  wns  rapidly  to  grow  greater. 

I'he  mistmderstandiTig  l>etween  Holland  and  Kngland 
continuing.  Olden- B.ime veld.  Aerssens,  and  Bnya,  i»- 
fusing  to  see  that  they  had  done  wrong  in  dcnunitoinf 
the  Dutch  and  linglieh  traitors  who  hail  sold  Giirtmy- 
denberg  to  the  enemy,  and  the  (,)uc«n  and  her  oouDsel- 
lora  persisting  in  their  anger  at  so  insotf'iit  a  prooeedinS, 
it  may  easily  be  supposed  tlmt  thoro  was  no  great  h«atV- 
ness  in  the  joint  expedition  against  Spain,  which  '    * 
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been  projected  in  the  autiimti  of  1589,  and  waa  accom- 
plished in  the  spiitig  and  KUUUner  of  15S9. 

Nor  was  tliie  well-known  enterprise  fruitful  of  any 
reniftrkoble  result.  It  hud  been  decided  to  carry  the 
war  iato  Spain  itself,  and  Don  Antonio,  prior  of  Crato, 
bastard  of  Portugal,  and  pretender  to  its  crown,  had, 
persuaded  himself  and  the  English  government  that  his 
name  wotild  be  potent  to  conjure  with  in  that  kingdom, 
hardly  yet  content  with  the  Sjjanish  yoke.  Supported 
by  a.  determined  force  of  EnglieE  and  Dutch  adventurers, 
he  boasted  that  he  should  escite  a  revolution  by  the 
magic  of  his  presence,  and  cuuso  Philip's  throne  to 
tremble,  in  return  for  the  audacious  enteipriso  of  that 
monaroh  against  England. 

If  a  f  >ray  were  to  be  made  into  Spain,  no  general  and 
no  admiral  could  be  tbimd  in  the  world  so  competent  to 
the  adventure  as  Sir  John  Norris  and  Sir  Francis  Drake. 
They  were  accompanied,  too,  by  Sir  Edward  Norris, 
and  another  of  those  "  chickens  of  Mars,"  Henry  Sorriig ; 
by  the  indomitable  and  ubiquitous  Welshman,  Bt^or 
Williams ;  and  by  the  young  Earl  of  Esses,  whom  the 
Queen  in  vain  commanded  to  remain  at  home,  and  who, 
somewhat  to  the  annoyance  of  tlie  leaders  of  the  expedi- 
tion, concealed  himself  from  her  Majesty's  pursuit,  and 
at  last  embarked  in  a  vessel  which  he  had  equipped,  in 
order  not  to  be  cheated  of  his  share  in  the  bazai'd  and 
the  booty.  "  If  I  speed  well,"  said  the  spendthrift  but 
valiant  youth,  "  I  will  adventure  to  be  rich;  if  not,  I 
win  never  live  to  see  the  end  of  my  poverty."  ' 

But  no  great  riches  were  to  be  gathered  in  the  ejtpe- 
dition.  With  some  fourteen  thousand  men,  and  one 
hiindi'ed  and  sutty  vobkcIs  —  of  whieb  six  were  the 
Queen's  ships  of  war,  including  the  famous  lUvenge  and 
the  Drtadhouyht,  and  the  rest  armed  merchantmen,  Eng- 
lish, and  forty  Ilollandera — and  with  a  contingent  of 
fifteen  hundred  Dutohmen  under  Nicolas  van 
IVIeetkerke  and  Van  Laen.  the  adventurers  set  '^iJs*"' 
sail  from  Tlymouth  on  the  18tli  of  April.  1580. 

They  landed  at  Coruria— at  which  place  they  certainly 
could  not  expect  to  create  a  Portuguese  revolution, 
which  was  the  first  object  of  the  expedition — destroyed 
I   Bome  shipping  In  the  harbour,  captured  and  sacked  the 

I  Ems  to  the  V)«.CIiiuab«rln'n.  Munh,  l»&g,lnDun<i't-UKTAOiif»;  ^n. 
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lower  town,  and  were  repnised  in  tlie  npper :  tmudted 
Willi  sis  tLouaanil  men  to  Biu^os,  crosned  the  bridge  »t 
push  of  pike,  aiid  routed  tea  thousand  Spaniards  omitiT 
Amlradft  and  Altamirft^Ed^rd  Norris  recciTJog  a 
deepenite  blow  on  the  head  at  the  passage  of  the  bridge, 
and  being  rescued  from  death  by  his  brother  Johil— 
took  sail  fur  the  Buulh  after  this  actign,  itt  which  thty 
Lad  killed  a  thousand  Spaniards,  and  had  lost  but  two 
men  of  their  own ;  were  joined  off  Cape  Finistem  by 
Easex ;  landed  a  force  at  Peniche,  the  castle  of  wtiick 
place  surrendered  to  them,  and  acknowledged  the  aniho- 
rity  of  Don  Antonio;  and  thence  marched  with  th« 
main  body  of  the  troops,  under  Sir  John  Xorris,  for^- 
eight  miles  to  Lisbon,  while  Drake,  with  the  tleet,  wm 
to  sail  up  the  Tagus. 

Nothing  like  a  revolution  had  been  effected  in  For*' 
tugal.  No  one  seemed  to  care  for  the  Pretender,  or 
even  to  be  aware  that  ho  had  ever  existed,  except  thn' 
governor  of  Peniohe  Castle,  a  few  ragged  and  l)iiref<M>lod' 
peasants,  who,  once  upon  the  road,  shouted  "  Vi\'a  DoO' 
Antonio,"  and  one  old  genllemau  by  the  waystdo,  who 
brought  him  a  plate  of  plums.  His  hopes  of  a  crowu' 
faded  rapidly ;  and  when  the  army  reached  Lisbon  it  had 
dwindled  to  nut  much  more  than  four  thousand  efft>ctivfl 
men — the  rest  being  dead  of  dj-sentety,  or  on  the  sick- 
list  from  imprudence  in  eating  and  drinking — whild' 
they  found  that  they  had  made  an  unfortunate  omiskiun 
in  their  macbinery  for  assailing  the  capital,  having  not 
a  single  fieldpiece  in  the  whole  nnny.  Moreover,  aa 
Drake  was  prevented  by  bad  weather  and  head-windt 
from  sailing  up  the  Tagus,  it  seemed  a  difficult  matter  to 
carry  the  city.  A  few  cannon,  and  the  o-opention  iif 
the  fleet,  were  hardly  to  be  dispeused  with  on  micfa  aB 
occasion.  Nevertheless  it  would  perhaps  liaro  proved 
on  easier  task  than  it  appeared — for  so  great  was  thfl 
panic  within  the  place  tlmt  a  large  number  of  ilia  in- 
^habitants  had  fled,  the  Cardinal  Viceroy  Aivhdoka 
Ubert  bad  but  a  very  ipsnfiicient  guard,  and  there  won 
'  gentlemen  uf  high  station  who  were  anxion*  tu 
er  the  entrance  of  the  EtiglJsh,  and  who  wen>  aft^r- 
^Tds  bnngt;d  or  ^wtted  for  their  hostile  eentimfnte  to 
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While  the  leatlere  were  deliberating  what  c 
take,  they  were  informed  that  Count  Fuentes  and  Hoi 
qaez  de  Guzman,  with  six  thousand  men,  lay  at  a 
dietance  of  two  miles  from  Lisbon,  and  that  thoy  hiid 
been  proclaiming  by  sound  of  trumpet  that  the  Englisli 
had  been  signally  defeated  before  Lisbon,  and,'that  they 
were  in  full  retreat. 

Fired  at  this  bravado,  Norris  sent  a  trumpet  to  Fuentes 
and  Guzman,  with  a  letter  signed  and  sealed,  giving 
them  the  lie  in  plainest  terms,  appointing  the  nest  day 
for  a  meeting  of  the  two  forces,  and  asstiring  them  that. 
when  the  next  encounter  should  take  place,  it  should  be 
seen  whether  a  Spaniard  or  an  Englishman  would  be 
first  to  6y;  while  Essex,  on  his  part,  sent  a  note,  de- 
fying either  or  both  those  boantful  generals  !o  single 
combat.  Next  day  the  English  array  took  the  field, 
but  the  Spaniards  retired  bufore  them ;  and  nothing 
came  of  this  exchange  of  cartels,  save  a  threat  on  (he 
part  of  Fuentes  to  hang  the  trumpeter  who  had  brought 
the  messages.  From  flie  execution  of  this  menace  he 
refrained,  however,  on  being  assured  that  the  deed 
would  bo  avenged  by  tlie  death  of  the  Spanish  prisoner 
of  highcHt  rank  then  in  English  hands,  and  tJioa  the 
trumpeter  escaped. 

Soon  afterwards  the  fleet  set  sail  from  the  Tagiis, 
landed;  and  burned  Vigo  on  thejr  way  homeward,  and 
returned  to  Plymouth  by  the  middle  uf  July, 

Of  the  thirteen  thousand  came  home  six  thousand, 
the  rest  having  perished  of  dysentery  and  other  disorders. 
They  hod  braved  and  insulted  Spain,  humbled  her 
generals,  defied  her  power,  burned  some  defenceless 
villages,  frightened  the  peasantry,  set  fire  to  some  GfaJi>- 

a;,  destroyed  wine,  oil,  and  other  merchandize,  and 
divided  among  ihe  survivors  of  the  expedition, 
after  landing  in  England,  five  shillings  a  head  prize- 
money  :  but  they  had  not  effected  a  revi>lution  in  Portugal. 
Don  Antonio  had  been  offered  nothing  by  hie  laithful 
subjects  but  a  dish  of  plums^so  that  he  retired  into 
obscurity  from  that  time  forward— and  all  tliis  was 
scarcely  a  magnificent  result  for  the  death  of  six  or 
seven  thousand  good  English  and  Uutch  soldiers,  and 

S outlay  of  considerable  treasure. 
B  a  freebooting  foray — and  it  was  no^ifls^  <i\aa.— \\. 
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CdulJ  hardly  be  thought  successful ;  althoa^  it  vna  a 
ttplendid  trinmph  conipared  with  the  reenlt  uf  the  loog 
and  loudly  henilded  lovmcible  Armada.' 

In  France,  great  cvente  daring  the  rernainder  of  1564 
iuid  th«  fotlowiiig  year,  and  which  are  wtjl  known  oven 
t/>  the  tannt  EuperBcial  Student  of  history,  bad  mnclt 
changed  the  aspect  of  European  ftffaini.  It -nras  fortiimt* 
for  4e  two  oominon wealths  of  Holland  and  £n^nd, 
engi^ed  in  the  great  struggle  for  chnl  and  r«ligioai 
liberty  and  national  independence,  tliat  Die  atttmlion 
of  Philip  became  more  and  more  abNorbed — ns  titno 
wore  on — with  the  affairs  of  Yraace.  It  eccTmed  «<««»• 
aaiy  for  him  firmly  to  establish  hia  dominion  in  titat 
country  before  attempting  once  more  the  conquest  u£ 
England,  or  the  recovery  of  the  Netherlands.  For 
France  had  been  brought  more  nearly  to  anarchy  and 
utter  decomposition  than  ever.  Henry  IIL,  nllw  hi* 
fatal  forgiveness  of  tbo  deadly  offence  of  Guise,  felt  day 
by  day  more  keenly  that  he  had  transferred  Un  iicci|)t» 
— such  as  it  was— lo  that  dangen^ua  intriguer,  BiHerly 
did  the  King  regret  having  refused  the  prompt  oStir  of 

I  r«  iKRIcnlui  nl  thli  cIprdltlOD. 
KY  Cuuden.  li.  m~t33.  SlvHC,  111. 
1SB.  Bamw't'Ufi'olllnkE,' with  tte 
iFlwrnif  nnlv.Nonj>,aad  oilitni,  SSt' 
M».    Bw,  UL  uvl.  MOUW.     Hiinm,    font*  «1 

Sir  Roger  WIlllHiu  u  1M  I/wd '.-bin-  wkni  <n  airtnit  w 

nUor.  Lord  Treunm.  und  S-it(>Iu7  ttM,  tbil  ami  dBH 

W.lilngliiBi,  Jalj.  1(8S.    (S.  p.  OffiM  Iinlr<;dirt,wllk(M 

MS.)  knon.  poor  paopli,  ■ 

~  Had    WT  KMM  ID  LUtvB."    ■>;>    OW     •!!  TOliaMI*.       All    Uw    h 

Wtlahknlghi.-WKl  ml  lunetantBi  ihe    baiJa) 
Grrrnf.  m  lud  fnund  ibe  lovn  nupru-     Vwtagi 


xlthi 


■a  wllh 


will  tlui  iidlnconr  MrciRfgn  unl  70111 

hoaunn  inlglil  hate  mnTntO  our  ihl|>.    t*^uc1p4ltT.  I 

pine  iinui  ui  Mm  ■  WW  mppV,     la    l«f  fJiinOmm    t 


^       io  Hni  of  Epei 
of  Fraifce  could  paaa  ^a  life  playing    i 
or  snipping  images  out  of  pusteboaid, 
patrdta   to   talk,   or  hjs  Jopdogs    to  diini 
occnjmtions  wore  gone,  and  «((lirder  now  | 
aftry  preliminary  to  any  futnre  tranquilli1^«r  enjoy  mohL* 
Discrowned,  ^  he  felt  himself  alrendy/ne  knew  thail 
life  or  liberty  was  only  held  by  liim  now  at  tlie  will 
-  GniB6,     The  assassination  of  ihe  Unke  in  Decemlier  wbb 
the  peoossary  remilt  of  the  barricades  in   May :    anil 
accoraingly  that   Bssasaination  was  arranged  with  an 
artistic  precision  of  which  the  world  hud  hardly  bur- 
pected  tbe  Valois  to  he  capable,  and  which  Philip  him- 
self nijght  have  envied. 

The  atory  of  the  mnrdera  of  Blois — the  destraotion  of 
Gnise  and  his  brother  the  Cardinal,  and  the  subsequent 
imprisonment  of  the  Archbishop  of  Lyons,  the  Cardinal 
Bourhon,  and  the  Prince  de  Jomville,  now,  through  the 
death  of  his  father,  become  the  young  Duke  of  Guise — 
all  Uiese  events  are  too  familiar  in  the  realms  of  history, 
song,  romance,  and  painting,  to  require  more  than  this 
slight  allusion  here. 

Never  had  an  assassination  been  more  technically 
successful ;  yet  ita  results  were  not  commensurate  with 
the  monarch's  hopes.  The  deed  which  he  had  thonght 
premature  in  May  was  already  too  late  in  December. 
His  mother  denounced  his  cruelty  now,  as  she  had,  six 
months  before,  eiecrated  his  cowardice.  And  the  old 
Queen,  seeing  that  her  game  was  played  out—that  the 
caiils  had  all  gone  against  her — that  her  son  was  doomed, 
and  her  own  influence  dissolved  in  air,  felt  that  there 
was  nothing  left  for  her  but  to  die.  In  a  week  she  waa 
dead,  and  men  spoke  no  more  of  Catherine  de'  Medici, 
and  thought  no  more  of  her  than  if^in  the  words  of  a 
splenetic  contemporary — "she  had  b6en  a  dead  she- 
goat,"  '  Paris  howled  (Hth  rage  when  it  learned  the 
murders  of  Blois,  and  the  nxtecn  quarters  became  more 
furious  than  ever  aguioBt  the  Valois.     Some  wild  talk 
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(here   wmk  of  di.'mocracy  imd. republicanism  tificr  llit 

mauifbr  of  Switzerlaild,  and  of  dividyig   Franoo  hiia 

cantons — and  t^Mf^wos  an  earae^fcawre  on  ilie  |^ 

fetf  gaadei,  every  gMieml,  eT^^Bulfilorof  fvrtnneL 

K  to  carve^^Jut  a  portion  of  Frinch  territory    wiiL   lui 

'  "prJ;  tod  Iff  appropriate  it  for  hiiOHeif  tuid  Ms  hoin. 

_,  [Biutegratioii  was  tuukJug  rapid  progress,  and  the  qnidi 

^'o(  tha  last  VoldiB  seemed  mora  dark  and  barbarous  tbaQ 

tha  tilttres  of  tbe  degeneftto  Carlovingiaoit  bad  been. 

ItlA  1ctte^-^v^iter  of  the  li^onal.  who  bad  eiLni^]j 

warned   his  feiQil'ul   Muoio, '    week   oSi^  wnek,    that 

tdangers  wore   impendiiig  over  him,  and  that  ' 

trick  would  be  played  upon  him,"  should  he  i 

into  the  royal  presence,  now  acquiesced  in  his  u 

ution,  and  placidly  bufiiod  himself  with  IrcEh  conftim 

tioDS  and  newer  toole.  ' 

Baffled,  hunlod,  scorned  by  all  beside,  the  luckleel 

Henry  now  threw  himself  into  Ihe  arms  of  the  BOamen 

— the  man  who  could  and  would  have  protected  hiw 

long  before,  hod  the  King  been  capable  of  imdenitwidiiitf 

\  tiieir  relative  positions  and  his  own  true  interestB,  Conh 

f  ihe  Valois  have  conceived  the  thought  of  religious  tolft* 

.  ration,  his  throne  even  then  might  have  been  safo.    But 

he  preferred  playing  the  game  of  the  prieatB  and  bivota^ 

who  exeorated  bis  name  and  were  bent  upon  hia  destroo- 

lion.     At  last,  at  Pleaai*  lea  Tours,  the  B^ni 

shabby  old  chamois  jacket  and  bis  well-dint^  coiiHV, 

took  the  silken  Henry  in  his  arms,  and  the  two— Um 

hero  and  the  fribble — swearing  eternal  friendship,  pro- 

I  Aug.     cceded  to  beeie^  Paris.     A  few  weeka  Uier, 

"'*'      the  dagger  of  Jacques  Uk-ment  put  an  • 

ever  to  the  hue  of  Valois.'     LuckleBs  Henry  III.  ftlo}it 

d>  Blmuai,  [b(       *4n1  t*  MM  iw 


rU,]U 
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with  his  forefathere.  and  Henry  of  Bcmrbon  ami  Navarre 
iiroclniined  himself  King  of  France.  t'Blherijje  and  her 
k'tii'  eoDii  had  all  poHXt-'d  awuy  at  laMyknd  it  Vguld  be  a 
daring  and  it  deitefftiiw  scht^er  who  should  now  fear 
ibe  crown,  for  wWeh  W^had  so  lung  and  so  patiently 
wuilcd.-^m  ttiB  irungresp  of  the  li^Bmese.  Iniiliphad 
11  more  difficult  game  than  aver  fo  play  in  France.  It 
wuiihl  ho  hard  for  him  to  make  valid  tie  claims  of  the 
1 1 L I  1 1 1 1 1  I  ud  any  husband  ha  might  select  for  her  to  the 
.!    ., ;     .1  lnT  grandfather  Henry  II.     It  aecmed  Simple 

I  J  .  I.ir  liim,   while  waiting  the  course  ft  «vents,  to 

j'-l  u|i  .1  vi.'.val  effigy  before  the  world  in  the  shape  of  an 
.'tl'ete  ulil  Cardinal  Bourbon,  to  ponr  oil  upon  its  head   * 
andflo  baptize  it  Charles  X. ;  hut  meantime  the  other 
Uoiirbon  was  no  effigy,  and  be  called  himaelf  Ileniy  IV. 

It  was  easy  enough  fqr  Paris,  and  Madam  League, 
and  Philip  the  Prudent,  to  cry  wo  upon  the  heretic ; 
but  the  cheerful  leader  of  the  Huguenots  was  a  philo- 
sopher, who  in  the  dayn  of  St.  Bartholomew  had  become 
I  oilhodox  to  save  his  life,  and  who  was  already  '"  in- 
structing himself ''  anew  in  order  to  eecure  hits  crown, 
Philip  was  used  to  deal  with  lanatJcs,  and  had  often 
been  opposed  by  a  religious  bigotry  as  ficree  as  his  own  ; 
buWhe  might  perhapa  bo  baffled  by  a  good-humoured 
fi-ceth inker,  who  waa  to  teach  him  a  lewson  in  political 
theology  of  which  he  had  nevet#dreamed. 
;Tbe  Leaguers  were  not  long  in  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  "instruction,"  and  they  were  thorough^  per- 
suaded that^ — Bw  soon  as  Henry  IV.  should  reconcile 
liiiqpelf  with  Itimie — their  gome  waa  likely  to  become 
deBMfate.  ^ 

7?^vorthi^eHs  prtriL|iit  Philip  sat  in  his  elbo^chair,. 
writing  his  apostillcs,  improving  himself  and  his  eecre- 
laried  in  ortliography.  but  chiefly  confining  hin  attention 
to  the  affaira  oU'rance.  The  dcpaVed  Mucio's  brother 
Maycnne  was  inetallcd  as  chief  stipend iaiy  i^' Spain  and 
lieuienaiit-general  for  the  iJfengiiB  in  Fr(uice,  until 
Fbilip  Bliiiulddetcrmine  within  himself  in  what  form  to 
'  the  swereign^of  tbkt  kingdom.     It  might  l>o 


the  sturereign^of  tbkt 

IWl<.-ldoa'lki>o»ir«fci    jli 
•lie  UiH  hnd,  whlcti  If  not    qm 
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questionnble  however  wlicthcT  that  eorpuleut  Duke,  i 
epent  more  time  in  eating  fliua  Henry  IV.  did.  in  ^Ipop-J 
iiig.  and  was  longer  in  i-ciilin™  n  letter  ihan  Heury  in' 
winning  a  battle,  Wii'  '''.',  '  ,  very  dan*eroiuV 

rival— even  with  ul!  ■;  -to  thii  livjy. 

B^arneee.     But   lim  !>-  V  consuau^I  | 

before  the  cad  wn!  i.  ■  ■  ■.  .1  Tliil 

two.  Henry  of  Jiiivjiirn  iiii<i 
hiu  card  to  iniitraution  ;  but  i ' 
ral'-yeats  befure,  that  '■  a  itliii 
Jike  a  (thii-t.".  So  while   ILl-   i. 

.  for  him  af  Home,  and  while  he  tv.is  lei.Mirely  t-trfpiijhn  B 

•  off  the  old,  ho  mi^ht  peibtipii  be  tukeaat  n^isiulvnil^lv 
Fanaticism  on  both  sides,  during  this  pi'oci^eB  of  ii  ' 
tion,  might  be  mused.  The  Hugiicnoti*  o 
might  denounce  the  troanon  of  their  grvat  chief,  a_  _ 
Papiste,  on  thoint,  howl  at  (Jie  hypocrisy  of  tb«  pt»- 
tended  conveTsion.  But  Ucnry  IV.  had  philoPOphiCttUy 
prepared  himself  for  the  denunciations  of  the  I'totu^ 
fants,  while  determined  to  protect  them  ugniust  the  ( 
eecutions  of  the  Ifomaniijm  to  which  he  meant  lo  pvt 
hie  adhesion.  While  accepting  the  title  of  njiw^ 
together  with  an  undisputed  crown,  he  was  not  the  : 
to  rekindle  those  fires  of  religious  1iigutr>-  which  it^VM 
his  task  to  quench,  now  that  Ihev  hod  lighted  bisiny 

>  to  the  throne.  The  deiivids  of  liis  I'athniic  snpportan 
for  the  exclusion  from  th'b  kiogdum  of  all  reltgiau  \^ 
their  difki,  were  steadily  refused.' 

Aii^  thus  the  events  of  1588  and  15^  indicated  tl 
fliG  great  gdme  of  doHpotitm  against  Ireodom  vi 

•■J^yM,  in  the  coming  yeai».  ujion  ih^soil  ci' 
""'Jibcth  hnd  fumiithed  ifce  m^M^in 
iS  lie  olwcr^cl,  I 


if  in*glie> 
iioiAurt 
f,<u>dtl4 


a  l&rgor  n 


22,0001 

hod  omr  btien  before  iii  Mb  life.'  iind  ike  Stnt«^^ 

Ncthoriandia  had  provided  jum   witli_^  much  i 

ti.ugh  l:.> 


„  .  ^  r  Wiling,  and  IWVer-1 

and  Dtnpltm.  and  «Aa,  witli  4000  Bngli.h  pik«-  I 

.llbeirb'.rk.hadftlreadvi.ii"!.' i.lri^n.iii  r^pir-    '  ' 


-hlurto 
id  .Dm  I 
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Wits  preparing  himself  to  measure  swords  with  that 
great  ca])taiu  of  HiiguenotB,  who  iiow  assumed  the 
ci'own  of  his  ancestors,  upoii  the  same  ground.  It 
seemed  probable  that  for  the  coming  years  England 
would  be  siife  from  Spaiii^ll  ihvosionf  and  that  Holland 
would  havo^  better  ogportunif^r  than  it  had  ever  en- 
joyed before  of  segyring  its  liberty  and  perfecting  its 
|>olitical  organization.  WMb  Parma,  Philip,  and  May- 
enne  were, fighting  the  Bi^arnese  for  tho  crown  of  France, 
there  Alight  be  a  ftiii*er  field  for  tho  now  commonwealth 
of  tlfe  United HT etl^lands. 

.  4-1^' thus  dany,  of  the  personages  who  have  figured 
in  these  volumes  have  already  passed  away.  Leicester 
had  died  just  after  the  defeat  of  tho  Armada,  and  the 
thrifty  Queen,  .while  dropping  a  tear  upon  tlie  grave  of 
**  sweet  liobin,"  had  sold  his  goods  at  auction  to  defmy 
his  debts  to  herself;  and  Moeurs  and  Martin  Sehenk, 
and  **  Mucio,"  and  llenry  III.,  and  Catherine  do*  Medici, 
were  all  dead.  But  Philip  tho  Prudent  remained,  aud 
Elizabeth  of  England,  and  lienr}-  of  Prance  and  Na- 
varre, and  John  of  Olden-Pameveld ;  and  there  was 
still  another  personage,  a  verv'  young  man  still,  but  a 
deep-thinking,  hard-working  student,  fagging  steadily 
at  luathematics  and  deep  in  the  works  of  btevinus,  who, 
before  long,  might  play  a  cons])icuou8  part  in  the  >\<»rld's 
great  drama.  But,  previously,  to  15l»0,  Maurice  of 
Nvsau  seemed  comparatively  insignificant,  and  he 
could  be  spoken  of  by  courtiers  as  a  ciphei*,  aiM^  as  an 
unmannerly  boy  just  h^t  loose  from  school. 
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